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Ordinance Passed to Prohibit
Illegal Parking at Rec. Facilities

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

An ordinance aimed at curbing
illegal parking on recreation prop-
erties in Scotch Plains was adopted
last week by the Township Coun-
cil, a move that was necessitated,
according to Councilman Frank
Rossi, by reports of commercial
vehicles parking in curbside park-
ing spaces that were created for
individuals using township recre-
ation facilities.

The ordinance “will allow areas
adjacent to recreation facilities to be
designated for parking for those us-
ing the facilities,” Mr. Rossi said at
last week’s council meeting.

Mayor Martin Marks said the or-
dinance was designed to benefit se-
nior citizens who use the facilities
at Scotch Hills Country Club and
require the use of parking spaces
near the property. When the parking
lot at the country club was rede-
signed earlier this year, cut-ins were
built into the curbing on Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue, and a
dozen or so parking spaces were
added for those country club mem-
bers who are able to walk a further
distance to the property.

In other business, the council
gave the mayor the authority to
sign a five-year contract between
the township and the bargaining
unit representing many employees
in the township public works and
recreation departments. The prior
agreement expired at the begin-
ning of this year, so the new pact
runs from January 1, 2003 through
December 31, 2007. Township
Manager Thomas Atkins called it
“a good contract for the taxpayers
and the employees.”

The council also introduced an
ordinance that will make some
changes to the township’s member-
ship agreement with the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), which handles wastewa-
ter disposal for certain areas of
Scotch Plains. The changes, accord-
ing to Councilman Rossi, involve
methods under which PARSA bills
the township for its services to in-
dustrial wastewater users and also
sets up a system in which wastewa-
ter discharged by those establish-
ments will be monitored. A public
hearing on the ordinance will be held
at the council’s Tuesday, November
25 meeting.

The council awarded a bid for
shade tree work to Caffrey Tree Ser-
vice, which has performed the ser-
vice for the past several years. The
Scotch Plains-based company has

not increased its rates in a number of
years, Township Manager Atkins
said. The fees for next year will be
$90 per hour for a three-man crew.

Mayor Marks announced that the
township had received a $130,000
grant from the state Department of

Transportation that will be used for
resurfacing Plainfield Avenue. Mr.
Atkins said he expects the project to
be completed by next summer.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool an-
nounced that the new senior citizens

Fanwood, SP Police
Offer Free Gun Locks

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood and Scotch Plains
police departments, in a joint confer-
ence with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, discussed the na-
tional Project Child Safe program,
which provides community police
departments with gunlocks to give to
citizens in their community.

These gunlocks will be distributed
free of charge to any citizen who
visits their respective police depart-
ments. Citizens must show proof of
residence.

“These locks are great. If you just
have a trigger lock on your gun, the
gun can still be fully loaded. With
these locks, the gun has to be com-

pletely empty,” explained Fanwood
Police Sergeant Thomas Jedic.

The locks can be used for auto
loading pistols, revolvers, auto load-
ing and pump-action shotguns, and
also bolt-action rifles.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant
Brian Mahoney told The Times, “There
is good coordination between the
chiefs of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
to get these locks to the citizens.”

The goal of the program is to pre-
vent a child or any other unauthorized
person from gaining access to a fire-
arm in homes.

According to officials from both
police departments, these locks
greatly increase the safety of any
firearm when being stored.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SUPERSAFE…Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian Mahoney holds the keys
to the free gunlock, while Fanwood Police Sergeant Thomas Jedic demonstrates
its use. These free gunlocks provide a very safe way to store guns in an unloaded
fashion.

David B. Corbin for The Times
SECTION 2, GROUP 3 SOCCER CHAMPS…A mob of jubilant fans swarm the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team after the Raider defeated Middletown South in a shootout to claim the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
Championship. It was the 11th sectional title for the Raider boys under Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.

Railroad Ties Concern
Coalition to Stop Train

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The two-hour executive session of
the November 13 Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholder meet-
ing pushed the meeting’s conclusion
well past 11 p.m.

Discussion of the impending rail-
road reactivation soon surfaced, as
members of the Coalition to Stop the
Train voiced some new concerns.
This time, protestors focused on the
railroad ties being used to rehabili-
tate the railroad.

County Manager George Devanney
first presented his regular update as
to the status of the Morristown &
Erie (M&E) railroad reactivation.
He announced that Amsterdam Av-
enue in Roselle might not require
closing, as the county is considering
an alternate plan for crossing recon-
struction on that road.

The South Avenue crossing in
Cranford is currently being reviewed
to determine the required amount of
reconstruction.

Mr. Devanney added that the next
public forum is scheduled to be held
in Summit at a time and place yet to
be determined. A third forum is be-
ing planned, possibly to be held in
Roselle, and more details will be
known at a later date.

Members of the Coalition to Stop
the Train sought to inform the free-
holder board as to the type of railroad
ties being used by M&E to refurbish
the railroad. Arlene Murphy, a mem-
ber of the coalition, stated that the
substance creosote has been used on
the railroad ties.

Creosote is a mixture of many
different chemicals, and it comes in
two varieties – wood creosote, and
coal tar creosote, the type used in
preserving the railroad ties.

According to the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC), coal tar creo-
sote is the most commonly used pre-
servative for wood in the United
States today. However, long-term
exposure to creosote can result in

skin blistering, respiratory irritation,
and even skin cancer.

The CDC’s website notes that the
International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) “has determined
that coal tar creosote is a probable
human carcinogen.”

In referring to her notes, Ms.
Murphy also mentioned that the New
York State Senate and Assembly “in-
troduced bills banning production
and use of creosote.”

Ms. Murphy and her colleagues
found it incredulous that M&E could
use the type of railroad tie when
there are so many residents – par-
ticularly children – in close proxim-
ity to the railroad. She felt that it was
M&E’s duty to dispose of the old
railroad ties as quickly as possible.

The members of the coalition also
urged the freeholders to look into the
matter and ensure the safety of the
citizens of Union County is pre-
served.

“I think (that) you, the
freeholders…should have the schools
remind children to stay off the tracks
and not to touch the ties. Residents
should also be warned not to take the
discarded ties left on the side of the
track (back to their homes for use),”
stated Ms. Murphy.

In additional business, the board
honored several employees of the
Runnells Hospital Volunteer Guild
for their efforts. Each member was
presented with a resolution.

The Director of Special Services
Barbara McMahor said that some of
the residents at the hospital have
limited funds to purchase “things
that are considered luxuries possibly
to them, but to you and I it would be
something we could go to the store”
and purchase. The Volunteer Guild
members ensure the residents have
all of the items they need.

Ms. McMahor added that the Vol-
unteer Guild “really (does) a won-
derful job.”

Verizon Communications also pre-
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Fanwood House Refurbished by Local
Residents, Bed and Breakfast Opened
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

A new bed and breakfast inn has
opened on North Avenue, across
from the Fanwood Train Station.
The Walter Gilbert House, built
circa 1892, has been restored and
refurbished with the utmost atten-
tion to detail by its owners, Barbara
and Jim Vierschilling.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times,  Mrs.
Vierschilling explained the jour-
ney that brought the couple to own-
ing the property, and the extensive
work that has gone into revitalizing
the house.

The New Jersey natives, whose
family all live in the area, had
resided in Westfield since 1979.
They had researched the possibil-
ity of owning a bed and breakfast,
perhaps in Maryland, but had as-
sumed it would be after they re-
tired.

Mr. Vierschilling was inspired
when he saw the building, which
was a boarding house at the time,
and he and his wife decided they
would purchase the property and
make it a bed and breakfast inn.
They chose the name Walter Gil-
bert House in honor of their two
late fathers.

When looking at the building,
Mrs. Vierschilling had a strong feel-
ing that there were interesting as-
pects hidden underneath existing
structures, and she was proven cor-
rect. An original stained glass win-

dow was found behind a wall down-
stairs, and an original window was
uncovered in one of the upstairs
rooms. A staircase leading up from
the kitchen to the third floor was
found hidden behind a wall, presum-
ably used by servants when the house
was first built.

Mrs. Vierschilling researched the
background of the building, consult-
ing a historic architect and viewing
photographs at the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library. The first owner of the
home was the Postmaster of
Fanwood. Maintaining the original
theme of the building was of great
importance to the owners. They added
a wrap around porch that they felt
“was in keeping with the nature of
the house.”

Mr. Vierschilling discovered that
one of the posts of the front staircase
banister was original, and a profes-
sional woodworker replicated the rest
of the posts to match the original. A
new mantel was constructed for one
fireplace and a replica mantel was
built for another. The inn is deco-
rated throughout with antique furni-
ture.

“We were trying to bring the house
back to what it was, but then we
made it more,” said Mrs.
Vierschilling.

The ground floor has a front par-
lor, music room with a Steinway
piano, formal dining room and pow-
der room, as well as the kitchen and
private residence of the innkeep-
ers.

The second floor contains three
guest rooms, each with its own bath-
room. Mattresses and beds were cus-
tom made for the inn, and are cov-
ered with handmade quilts from Ver-
mont.

The rooms are named after the
owners’ daughter and two daugh-
ters-in-law: the Dawn Michelle
Room, the Jessica Sara Room and
the Rachel Kristen Room. In addi-
tion, there is a common room where
guests can relax and watch televi-
sion, as there are no televisions in

the guest rooms.
Guests at the bed and breakfast

have thus far included newlyweds
spending their wedding night at
the inn, couples celebrating anni-
versaries, visiting relatives of resi-
dents in the area, business people,
and New Yorkers enjoying a week-
end away from the city.

The Walter Gilbert House is lo-
cated at 225 North Avenue in
Fanwood. For reservations and in-
formation, call (908) 322-9586 and
visit www.waltergilberthouse.com.

Committee Members Want More
Business Involvement in SID Plans

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

While the committee that is consid-
ering whether it would be beneficial to
set up a Special Improvement District
(SID) in downtown Scotch Plains con-
tinues to meet weekly, some of its
members are urging a fresh effort to get
more business and property owners
involved in the discussions.

At the SID Steering Committee’s
eighth meeting this week, which was
attended by eight individuals, com-
mittee member Seymour Stein said
that, “we need to have business and
property owners here,” adding that
the group’s activities needed to be
better publicized.

He said that if downtown owners
“realize they’re facing a 7 percent to 9
percent assessment, they’ll show up.”

The group said it was important
that business and property owners
realize that the group’s meetings,
which begin every Tuesday evening

at 6 p.m., are open to everyone. Future
meetings will include presentations
from SID directors in Cranford and
Maplewood, two of the 70-odd towns
in New Jersey that utilize SIDs as a
tool to improve their downtown areas.

Several nearby communities, in-
cluding Westfield, Bound Brook,
Cranford and Summit, have set up
SIDs. Union Township, for one,
claims a vacancy rate of less than 5
percent, compared to 30 percent in
the days before it set up a SID. Red
Bank saw its ratable base increase
from $84.3 million in the early 1990s
to $121 million in 2000, while rents
in its downtown have doubled.

The Steering Committee has yet to
focus on any real specifics involving
a SID, such as the level of assess-
ments on downtown properties, the
priorities and projects of a SID, who
would be involved in its operations
and the precise boundaries of the
district, although it’s expected that

the district would encompass the Park
Avenue-Front Street-East Second
Street area, with a section of Route
22 possibly included.

Instead, the group, which meets
under the guidance of Seth Grossman,
a consultant with Cooperative Profes-
sional Services in Newark hired by
the township, has been focusing its
efforts on how best to work as a team
in deciding whether a SID is the best
way to revitalize the central business
district, how to best work with the
local government and how to get more
of the business community involved
in the preliminary decision making.

At this week’s meeting, several
members provided ideas for what
they wanted a SID to accomplish,
including the recruitment of new busi-
nesses, better parking, development
of the hedge property on Park Av-
enue and making the downtown more
of a social center. A question was
raised as to whether it was better to
form a SID first and then figure out
what it should do or vice versa.

People “won’t come unless there’s
something to make them come,” said
committee member and former
Mayor Irene Schmidt.

Mr. Grossman noted that no SID in
New Jersey has gone out of existence

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
HIDDEN TREASURE…The Walter Gilbert House, on North Avenue, built
circa 1892, has been restored and refurbished by its owners Barbara and Jim
Vierschilling.
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bus had arrived at the end of October.
“The seniors love it,” she said of

the new bus, which can accommo-
date 22 passengers and two wheel-
chairs. She also announced that the
annual holiday celebration, spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
will take place on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, from 12 to 5 p.m. Park Av-
enue, in the downtown area, will be
closed to vehicular traffic and there
will be a number of activities, in-
cluding an ice sculptor, petting zoo,
DJ, pony and carriage rides, crafters
and food vendors. Santa will be
available for children’s gift requests
from 3 to 5 p.m., after which the
township’s tree will be lit.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil acknowledged long-time township
resident Frank DiNizo for what Mayor
Marks said were Mr. DiNizo’s contri-
butions to the community, “exempli-
fied most recently” by his work in
getting the new fountain in Alan Au-
gustine Park ready for its October 18
dedication. Councilwoman Malool
and Councilman Rossi also thanked
Mr. DiNizo, with Mr. Rossi saying
that the DiNizo family “represents all
that is good in our community.” Mr.
DiNizo, noting the tight deadline for
completing the fountain, said it hadn’t
been tested until 11 p.m. the night
before its dedication.

Due to the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities confer-
ence in Atlantic City this week,
the Council will hold its confer-
ence and regular meetings on No-
vember 25.
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Council Agrees to Remove Bump Out
On Benson Place, South Chestnut St.

SP-F Kiwanis Club Prepares
For Annual Luminary Sale

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Kiwanis Club is preparing
for its 2003 annual luminary sale.
The Reverend John Neilson, Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Kiwanis Club, has announced the
date for this year’s sale.

The sale will be held on Satur-
days, December 6, 13 and 20, with
an additional sale day on Sunday,
December 21. Luminary candles
with bags and sand may be pur-
chased and picked up between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on December 21. The sale will be
held at the Fanwood Municipal
Garage, located across from the
Fanwood Library on North Avenue
in Fanwood. The price, which in-
cludes the bag, sand and candle
will remain at 35 cents for this
year’s sale.

The luminary tradition was brought
to America by the Spanish in the late
1600s. The custom of placing lighted
candles in front of one’s house on Christ-

mas Eve was prevalent in the southwest
for many years. The custom was brought
to this area in the late 1950s by the Byert
family, who moved to Fanwood from
the southwest. The tradition was con-
tinued by local Kiwanis members, after
the Byerts moved from the area some
30 years ago.

Various neighborhoods through-
out the Union County area light up
their front yards, driveways and
walks by lighting luminaries each
Christmas Eve.

For more information, please call
Bill Lehman at (908) 518-0713 or
write the SPF Kiwanis Club at P.O.
Box 24, Scotch Plains, 07076.

Please do not call the Fanwood
municipal garage or municipal
building.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Residents in the
area of Benson Place and South
Chestnut Street were out in force at
Wednesday’s regular meeting of the
Westfield Town Council to voice
complaints regarding the 21-foot
bump out constructed at the inter-
section of Benson and South Chest-
nut.

This April, traffic consultants
Wilbur Smith Associates (WSA) pre-
sented recommendations to the
council for traffic calming measures
in the ShopRite grid, which included
making the intersection of Benson
Place and South Chestnut Street a T.

The Town Engineering depart-
ment drew up the plans and specs,
which were then reviewed by WSA,
but not by Bob Jurasin who was on
hand Wednesday night.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that the two affected drive-
ways now “have better sight.” He
said that the driveways could be
flared wider to give the homeowners
more room to maneuver. He also
said that the bump out could be
tapered down, but he wanted to be
“careful not to change the nature of
the improvement.”

Eric Tunis, whose home was af-
fected by the bump out, stated that it
is now unsafe to pull out of his
driveway. He added that he was not

notified about the project until the
night before construction began.

Mr. Tunis’ wife, Donna
Grozuczak, said she “cannot be-
lieve he (Mr. Marsh) can say the
position is safer.”

South Chestnut resident Richard
Cross said that the bump out was an
“intelligent solution to a non-exis-
tent problem.”

Many of the residents who spoke
out cited visibility problems at the
newly changed intersection.

St. Marks Avenue resident David
Owens said that there should have
been a meeting with the residents
after the actual plans were drawn
up.

Benson Place residents Barbara
and Harold Star, whose properties
are also affected, said that the new
bump out is dangerous.

“The bump out has to go,” said
Mr. Star, adding that this was a case
where “the operation was a success,
but the patient died.”

Several Arlington Street residents
cited increased traffic on their street
since the construction of the bump
out.

On the dais, discussion took place
with Second Ward Republican Mat-
thew Albano, who stated that it was
“not too late” and that the council
should have the bump out removed.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman voiced
“skepticism that (the council is)
throwing money at a problem just to
make things worse.” He said that the
council should “call a halt to this
project right now,” and “spend
money wisely.”

He stated that more roads could
have been paved with the $245,000
being spent on the project.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the council has a “responsibil-
ity to the rest of the town” and
questioned if the council was “on
notice that this is a dangerous inter-
section.”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that it was his opinion that the
council is not “on notice” that the
intersection is “dangerous.”

Ultimately, the governing body
decided that the intersection would
be put back the way it was, and the
rest of the traffic calming project
would move forward.

In other business, Orenda Circle
residents addressed the council re-
garding drainage issues. Residents
are experiencing flooding problems
during heavy rain storms which they
say are caused by pipes which were
installed in the Mountainside road-
way up the hill from their proper-
ties.

Peter Athenson spoke of flooding
problems from water cascading
down the hill behind his home, and
questioned if anyone has spoken
with Mountainside officials.

Allen Solomon stated that the
drainage problem is not a new issue.

Suzanne Minken stated that when
it rains there is a “virtual mudslide.”

Mr. Cockren responded that the
town is seeking to confirm if the
pipes are on municipal or private
property and that his firm is re-
searching the town’s rights. He said
everything would be confirmed
within several days.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana told the residents
that the council is “appalled by the
condition” and that they are “trying
to make a legal decision on who
created the problem.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to appoint
McManimon & Scotland as Bond
Counsel for the redevelopment
projects.

The council also approved the
demolition of single-family homes
at 817 Grant Avenue and 10 Rod-
man Lane.

The council will meet in confer-
ence session on Tuesday, November
25, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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because “the business community
does not want to give up” the power
they have as a result of the SID.
With many business and property
owners not living in the town in
which they work and, as a result,
not having any real leverage or
influence with local officials, a SID
“helps remedy that,” he said.

Business owners are so used to
not being part of their business
district’s development process, he
said, and a SID “corrects that im-
balance.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Railroad
sented the board with a monetary
donation to be used toward the
upcoming Union County Volunteer
Fair, which will be held at the Jer-
sey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth on
December 5, from 2 to 8 p.m., and
is sponsored by the United Way of
Greater Union County.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
accepted the donation on behalf
of the board, and he expressed
gratitude to Verizon for recogniz-
ing the importance of volunteer
programs.

“This money will go a long way
to having a terrific event at Jersey
Gardens Mall to hopefully spur
additional volunteers in Union
County,” he commented.

Wolfgang Puck Express
Testimony to Continue
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Testimony con-
tinued last Monday evening con-
cerning the proposal to turn the
vacant bank at One Elm Street into
a Wolfgang Puck Express Restau-
rant.

Because of the late hour and addi-
tional testimony needed, a decision
by the Westfield Planning Board
regarding the approval or disap-
proval of the new proposed restau-
rant has been postponed until Mon-
day, November 24 at 8 p.m.

The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), are requesting to
convert the building to a Wolfgang
Puck Express Restaurant on the first
floor with commercial offices on
the second floor. The first meeting
regarding the appeal occurred on
September 15.

Testimony was heard on Monday
evening from Douglas Coleman, ar-
chitect for the project. He testified
that there were some changes made
to the design plans of the project
since the last meeting.

Mr. Coleman also noted that, un-
like the original plans that were
submitted, the new design has no
entrance on North Avenue, has an
enclosed trash container, a second
staircase added for the second floor
offices and the posting of only two
signs, one at each door.

In addition, Mr. Coleman said
that the restaurant would now have
a lower occupancy level because
the second staircase would reduce
the square footage of the building.
This, he added, would lower the
allowable maximum occupancy.

Mitchell Berlandt, managing
member of the LLC and co-owner
of the building since April of 2001,
also testified on behalf of the project.
He stated that he is currently in
negotiations with the PNC Bank on
Prospect Street to buy the building,
lease the first floor only back to the
bank and use the parking for the
proposed restaurant on evenings and
weekends.

He stated that this would also give
him access to the parking lot on
Broad Street across from PNC. This,
he concluded, would give the restau-
rant 44 available parking spaces dur-
ing the weekend and evening hours.

Board members stated that, while
they thought the possibility of hav-
ing the additional parking during
evenings and weekends was posi-
tive, their main concern was the
lunch crowd during weekdays.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle asked Mr. Berlandt about the
possibility of redesigning the small
parking lot that is in the rear of the
bank, on Elm Street, for patron use
in picking up “to go” orders.

Mr. Berlandt stated that he was
open to any suggestions the board
may have and that the original plan
to put a small park in that area was
in compliance to the requests made
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC).

Mr. Boyle added that, although he
liked the idea that the DWC had for
the park, he was concerned about
patron safety and wanted to see “all
options” for the space before voting
on the application.

Mr. Berlandt explained last month
that plans submitted included a pro-
posal to take the existing parking lot
of the building and put in a patio
with a gazebo and trees, shrubs and
potted plants. He stated that this
would “dress up an ugly parking
lot.” This, he testified, would be a
public place for people to sit and
relax during their time in the down-
town area of Westfield.

Mr. Berlandt also testified last
month that according to his records,
the building has been in operation
as a bank as early as the 1900s and
banks that have occupied the space

include the National State Bank of
Elizabeth, Corestates Bank and First
Union Bank. He added that when he
bought the building it had been va-
cant for three or four years.

On Monday evening, he noted
that one of the reasons that it has
been vacant for so long is that it has
been labeled as “outdated” by many
prospective bank operators because
of the lack of drive-thru windows.

Also testifying at the Monday
evening hearing was Leon Magnes,
who is and will be opening a num-
ber of Wolfgang Puck Express fran-
chise chains in the New York and
New Jersey area, including the pro-
posed Westfield location and the
newly opened Hoboken location.
He is also a franchise owner of
Wendy’s Restaurants.

Mr. Magnes testified last month
that the Wolfgang Puck Express res-
taurants were relatively new and
that within the last few months there
were four opening in Nashville,
Tenn., Atlanta, Ga. and Charlotte,
N.C., and Hoboken.

The last time Mr. Magnes testi-
fied, the Hoboken store had not
opened yet therefore making his
projections on restaurants not in the
Northeastern United States.

Mr. Magnes stated that his actual
figures from Hoboken were slightly
lower that his projections, but that
the take out portion was slightly
higher. He noted, however, that the
restaurant was only a month old.

Mr. Magnes added that he thought
the take-out figures for Westfield
would be lower, because Westfield
was a more “family-oriented” town
and that many customers would be
shoppers that are already in the
downtown area. He concluded that
there is no shopping in Hoboken.

According to Mr. Magnes’ last
testimony, the restaurant has a
Southern California atmosphere and
has a unique setting terming it as a
fast casual dining experience.

He compared the restaurant to
Panera Bread, where customers or-
der their food at the counter and the
food comes on china plates and pa-
trons use flatware, but stated that
the Wolfgang Puck food was “a bit
higher quality.”

Mr. Magnes stated that after or-
dering their food customers are given
a beeper and that the average price
for an order would range from $8 to
$10. He noted that he felt most
customers would be people shop-
ping downtown and stopping for a
bite to eat as opposed to those driv-
ing in specifically to eat at the res-
taurant.

According to Mr. Magnes, the res-
taurant would be operating seven days
a week from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.
during the week and from 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. on weekends and would em-
ploy a total number of 40 people. He
said that approximately eight to 10
people would be working at a given
time, depending on how many cus-
tomers are using the restaurant.

He added that the restaurant man-
agement planned to make a Westfield
Heritage Room in the back of the
building to be used by Westfield
civic organizations.

Also present at the meeting was
Richard Schkolnick, Esquire of Hersh,
Ramsey and Berman, who was repre-
senting a group of downtown Westfield
restaurant owners opposed to the pro-
posal citing parking issues.

Representatives from Vicki’s
Diner, Ferraro’s Restaurant,
Northside Trattoria, Mojave Grill,
Sweet Waters Steak House, Cosimo’s,
Theresa’s, Jeffrey’s, The Elm Street
Café and Lime were included.

Mr. Schkolnick stated that he had
his own traffic expert to testify
against the proposal, but due to the
late hour his testimony was sched-
uled for the November 24 meeting,
which begins at 8 p.m.

HONORING OUR HEROES...On Veteran’s Day, Brunner Elementary School
students commemorated the event with diverse lessons and activities. Pictured,
above,  students proudly stand in front of a banner that was displayed on school
grounds. Pictured, left to right, are: Christopher Stone, Kaavya Krishna
Kumar, Liam Reilly, Darcy Moran and Ryan Nicholson.

Michael Soriano Receives
YMCA Volunteer Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – The New
Jersey YMCA State Alliance re-
cently presented architect Michael
Soriano with the “2003 Adult Vol-
unteer of the Year of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA” award.

Mr. Soriano received the award
at the Alliance’s Third Annual New
Jersey YMCA State Alliance Pub-
lic Policy Dinner that was held
October 2 at The Sheraton/
Woodbridge Place.

A volunteer member of the
YMCA Board of Directors since
1994, he serves as the board’s Vice
President and Chairman of the Long
Range Planning Committee. Mr.
Soriano’s experience as an archi-
tect has been instrumental in the
laying of the groundwork for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s
next building expansion.

Additionally, Mr. Soriano was
recently elected to the YMCA of
the USA’s 2003 National Assem-
bly.

A resident of South Brunswick,
Mr. Soriano is a licensed practic-
ing architect and principal partner
of Cornerstone Architectural
Group, LLC in South Plainfield.

In addition to his YMCA volun-
teer activities, he is an active mem-
ber of the New Jersey Chapter of
the American Institute of Archi-
tects, the architects’ state profes-
sional association.

He received his Bachelor of Ar-
chitecture degree from the New
Jersey Institute of Technology’s
School of Architecture in 1983.

Thanksgiving Service
Set at FW Presbyterian

FANWOOD — Members of
the community are invited to
the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, November
23, for the 10 a.m. worship
service in the sanctuary.

After the service, all are wel-
come to attend a Thanksgiving
dinner in the dining room, pre-
pared and served by the Men’s
Fellowship. Reservations are
required.

The church is located at the
corner of  Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood,
and is wheelchair accessible.
For further information, please
call the church office at (908)
889-8891.

Eryn Bushinger Named
To Golden Key Society

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eryn
Bushinger of Scotch Plains, a
junior in the College of Human
Services and Health Professions
at Syracuse University in Syra-
cuse, N.Y., was recently inducted
into the university’s chapter of
the Golden Key National Honor
Society.

The society recognizes and
encourages commitment to aca-
demic excellence. Membership
is by invitation only and students
must attain a grade point average
of at least 3.3 on a 4.0 scale and
rank in the top 15 percent of the
junior and senior class.

Golden Key is an interdiscipli-
nary organization recognized by
major corporations and graduate
programs around the country.
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