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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Saporous – Of or having taste or

flavor
2. Planchet – A flat piece of metal

ready to be stamped as a coin
3. Soldan – A sultan or any Moslem

ruler or prince
4. Anthropophagy – Cannibalism

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VEDRO
1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
2. A Russian liquid measure equal to

3.249 gallons
3. An old woman; a hag
4. A plug, such as in barrels

CRASSAMENTUM
1. The thick red part of the blood
2. The decayed trunk of a tree
3. The part of a clam or mussel which

contains the internal organs
4. A pathological accumulation of

serous fluid in a bodily cavity
PANDICULATION

1. A flickering or sparkling
2. Revenge; reprisal
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. The act of stretching and yawning

JAGER
1. A barrel maker
2. A riding whip
3. A hunter or rifleman
4. A blacksmith

Westfield High School Student
Refutes Letter From Michael O’Brien

Assembly Candidate
Ellen Steinberg Thanks
Campaign Volunteers
Politics is not meant to be a spectator

sport. It is meant to be a team game
played by all the members of the com-
munity.

This past year, I was honored by the
tremendous effort made by so many
people in my run for the State Assembly
in the 21st District. They made phone
calls, did mailings, knocked on doors
and passed out literature. Together, we
won the Democratic Primary Election
and opened up the political process.

Although we did not win the General
Election, we gave it everything we had.
I am so grateful to all those who sup-
ported me, but I do have a request. I ask
that all those people who worked on my
campaign remain involved in the politi-
cal process—whether it is attending a
council meeting, writing to legislators,
or working on another campaign.

The only way our government will be
held accountable is if good people get
involved. We owe it to the future of our
communities to try to make a difference.
Thank you for your commitment to the
process.

Ellen Steinberg
Candidate for State Assembly 21st

District

I am writing in response to Michael
O’Brien’s letter condemning the
Westfield High School’s Gay-Straight
Alliance. While I am not a member of the
club, I am a Westfield High School stu-
dent who is disgusted with Mr. O’Brien’s
ignorance and lack of understanding.

Mr. O’Brien’s assumption that the
club’s purpose is to “promote sex issues”
is completely unfounded. The Gay-
Straight Alliance has nothing to do with
the act of sexual intercourse. Rather, it
serves as a safe haven from society’s
ignorance, for all students, regardless of
their sexual preference. It is a source of
support for teens dealing with gay, les-
bian, and transgender issues. Addition-
ally, it works to foster a good relationship
between all members of the Westfield
community, whether gay or straight.

Likewise, the Gay-Straight Alliance
is not out to “convert” students and
change their sexuality; this decision is a

purely personal one. Sexual identity is
not exclusively “an adult situation,” as
Mr. O’Brien suggests. By the teen years,
many individuals are aware of, and com-
fortable with their sexual identity, what-
ever that may be. Thus, the Gay-Straight
Alliance’s existence is essential, for it
offers students an outlet where they will
not be scorned for who they are.

As for the issue of religious objections
to the club, my reaction is, tough. Some-
one, somewhere will always be offended
by something. That is their right. How-
ever, it is not a reason to end an otherwise
reputable student organization, existing
in a public, not a private setting.

Sex education is the goal of a health
class. A desire to end ignorance and hate
among teens is the goal of Westfield
High School’s Gay-Straight Alliance.

Alexandra Hermann
Westfield

Scotch Plains Parent Praises
High School Soccer Team Conduct

As the high school soccer season comes
to its closing days, I cannot resist the urge
to look back on the many accomplish-
ments of the past five months. The great-
est of which to me is my observation of a
group of high school boys taking full
advantage of opportunities to do the right
thing. The maturity and sensibility shown
by each and every one of these young men
was to me almost astonishing.

It is so easy for us to think of all
teenagers as selfish, unmotivated lumps
that stay glued to a screen (television,
computer, video), occasionally get their
homework done on time, sleep, and come
up for air only to eat. We assume, if left
on their own, they could not survive in
the wild. Let me tell you my experience
this year changed that thinking for me.

I watched members of Scotch Plains
Fanwood Boys Varsity Soccer program
come together as a team in a way most
adults couldn’t possibly do. They accept
each other for who they are, help each
other when they need it, motivate and
encourage, and never yet scold or bicker
with each other. Although the parents
are certainly entitled to credit for raising
kids with these kinds of standards and
values, and the coach gets credit for
creating an environment for them to
shine should they choose.

The leadership within the team chose
the path and type of example to set for the
team. That leadership includes, of course,
the captains who by action and word on
and off the pitch earned the respect and
admiration of the team. I believe the
members of the senior class on this team

are all leaders. Each and every one of
them has exhibited discipline, positive
attitude, courtesy and respect for each
other, coaches, adults involved with the
team, and their opponents.

My son is a freshman fortunate enough
to be chosen as part of the team. This can
be an anxiety-filled situation, on it’s own,
but when he was named a starting player
the pressure was really on. The entire
team accepted him immediately and pro-
vided an incredible amount of support to
make him feel comfortable and able to
perform. There are two upperclassmen
that play the same position as he; you
would think there would be some animos-
ity toward a freshman in a starting posi-
tion. Those two upperclassmen were the
first to shake his hand and offer to work
hard with him in practice so he could be
set up for success. Aside from a good luck
haircut and some undergarment adjust-
ments there was no hazing or constant
browbeating rituals that could undermine
a younger player’s confidence.

The record of wins and loses pales in
comparison to the bigger picture of the
life lessons these boys have given and
received through the process of participa-
tion in a team sport. If anyone questions
the money we spend on athletics, I ask
him or her to observe a group as it be-
comes a team on and off the field of play.

The behavior and dynamics I have
observed this year lead me to believe
this is a “Band of Brothers” that should
give us all confidence for the future.

Tom Meredith
Scotch Plains

Homeowner Requests Apology
Regarding Foerst Literature

It is a sad time in which we live when,
as Westfield citizens, we must face an
election as we did this year. It seems to
me that through reading other letters to
the editor, the majority of Westfielders
do not want any parking decks.

However, that leaves us with a prob-
lem. Which candidate do we trust enough
to carry out the wishes of their voters? I
for one do not trust James Foerst. You
see, I am not a real estate mogul, nor am
I a developer. I am a Westfielder trying
to be like Bob Villa. But most of the
time, I behave more like Tool Times
Tim Taylor.

I am the owner of 708 Dorian Road. If
you recall, it is the house that Mr. Foerst
pictured on the front of his pre-election
mailer and in this newspaper two days
prior to the election. The caption read,
“Is this site too familiar in Westfield?”
Well, it is for me.

I was appalled to see my home used in
his campaign without my permission. I
wonder if Mr. Foerst thinks it gave his
campaign a boost to send a picture of my
home to voters. I guess it did, he won!

As a Westfielder, born and raised, and
one who truly desires to give my chil-
dren many of the same memories I had
growing up in such a wonderful town, I

highly doubt that I am the kind of person
Mr. Foerst intended to single out with
his mailer. He himself stated that he
thought I was a local builder with a
similar name. What does that statement
mean?

Mr. Foerst is against builders. The
builders in Westfield are within codes
set forth by the town. They are not doing
anything illegal. Perhaps while in office,
Mr. Forest will check his facts more
thoroughly before using a private person
for public ridicule.

While it is good that Mr. Foerst took
the time to thank his supporters through
a letter to this newspaper, I wonder what
happened to the letter of apology he
assured me would be printed in this
paper. I guess it should come as no
surprise that I have not yet read it.

We have all read and heard politicians
in all levels of government make prom-
ises they do not keep. A voter might then
wonder if Mr. Foerst intends to keep any
of the promises he made during his cam-
paign – or were those promises made to
get elected?

As Fourth Ward voters, let’s all watch
and see how he does.

Cindy Mastrocola
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor
(More on Page 5 & 9)

Letters to the Editor

Westfield Resident Responds to
Recent UNITE Advertisement

Regarding the proposed parking lot at
Temple Emanu-El: I don’t know why
UNITE feels the need to be inflamma-
tory with their anti-parking lot ad in last
week’s Westfield Leader. Anyone, in-
cluding UNITE members, who has been
to the Board of Adjustment meetings
knows that the plans include buffer areas
along homeowner property. The type
and extent of these are still open for
discussion and consideration.

The “paradise” that the ad refers to
will not exist even if the parking lot is
denied. Any new owner of the property
will not leave it untouched. You can be
sure that the land will be put to another
use. Had the land been kept by the real
estate developer instead of being sold to
the temple, you can be sure there would
be houses, large ones, no doubt, there
right now.

Additionally, the reference to 150
parking spaces refers to the total number
of spaces, approximately 65 of which
already exist and are configured around
the building. Of course houses may be
preferable to a parking lot but that disre-
gards the real issue at stake here:
SAFETY.

I’m not sure this has come across
clearly at the recent Board of Adjust-
ment meetings. Crossing East Broad
Street is dangerous, even with a lighted
crosswalk. I was waiting to cross with
the help of a police officer, during the
day, when the officer was nearly hit!

Walking in the street on Wells or
Jefferson is not appropriate. At this time
of year, with leaves piled in the streets,
it is also dangerous. Anything that can
be done to cut down on these exposures
should be considered a priority.

If the parking lot is not permitted,
sidewalks should be installed on Wells
and Jefferson to add some measure of
safety. In general, upkeep and improve-
ment of the existing sidewalks on East
Broad Street would be helpful. These
measures and improved lighting on all
the streets where overflow parking takes
place should be the least that should be
done.

All of the discussion of real versus
perceived need for additional parking
will seem quite lame when the next
accident occurs in the area. From all the
other traffic concerns frequently dis-
cussed in The Westfield Leader, I don’t
think Westfielders want to gamble on
safety. The temple meeting facilities are
used by many community and non-reli-
gious groups — so these issues concern
everyone when it comes to safety.

When people come together with un-
derlying good will, much can be accom-
plished and compromise can be reached.
I trust that the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment will carefully consider all the
aspects involved and come to a reason-
able decision.

Roslyn Helfen
Westfield

Wanton Bypass of Tree Preservation
Ordinance Dismays Chairman

The recent spate of teardowns and
weekly discussion about over-develop-
ment in Westfield makes the recent
demolitions and removal of trees very
disturbing.

For the second time in three weeks,
one of the towns most important plan-
ning tools has been seemingly ignored
and unable to perform it’s intended func-
tion.

The Westfield Tree Preservation Com-
mission, (TPC) an adjunct to the town’s
planning board, is made up of citizens
who volunteer to ensure that new devel-
opment sites make every reasonable ef-
fort to preserve trees that will not inter-
fere with proposed new building.

But as the site at 817 Grant Avenue
unfortunately shows, the approval pro-
cess can effectively circumvented.

The Tree Preservation Commission
was formed in April, 1999 and is char-
tered with helping to preserve the char-
acter of the town by ensuring that rea-
sonable efforts are made by developers
to preserve trees that will not interfere
with the footprint of the proposed struc-
ture. The group’s intention was to spe-
cifically avoid any more Clarence Street
developments where an entire street is
cleared of all trees.

The commission was quite successful
in helping to save trees and a number of
developers have commented that the
group’s work has actually enhanced the
value of their sites.  The Codding Road
site is an example of how the TPC was
able to save a larger number of trees that
would have otherwise been removed if it
were not for the ordinance.

The TPC ordinance was revised last
year to address the growing number of
teardowns. The ordinance requires a tree
permit “when properties that contain
existing dwellings or structures that will

be removed or demolished to facilitate
the construction of a new or replacement
building or buildings.”

As such, all demolitions now require
that the developer seek a tree permit
prior to the demolition.

Unfortunately, the ordinance also al-
lows any homeowner to remove as many
of their trees as they desire without any
permit — or if the owner asserts that no
trees will be removed in the demolition
process (no permit is required).  This
creates the untenable position of allow-
ing developers to potentially ‘suggest’
that any trees that need to come down
during a construction be removed prior
to change in ownership to the developer.

Clearly, the tree ordinance needs to be
strengthened and clarified to prevent the
likelihood of the removal of trees that
should rightfully remain on the prop-
erty.

I recommend that the town council
and the various planning board commit-
tees including the Historic Preservation,
Architectural Review and Tree Preser-
vation Commission hold a summit to
discuss and craft recommendations that
would strengthen the various ordinances
in a cohesive manner that would reign in
this wanton development before it’s too
late.

As a founding member of the Tree
Preservation Commission, I take pride
that our group has worked effectively
with the town and developers to provide
a measured and reasonable approach to
our mission. But, the time has come to
review how all of these tools can be best
deployed to preserve the character of our
town before it is lost in sawdust of
‘progress’.

Michael Snizek, Chairman
Westfield Tree Preservation

Commission

Coolidge Street
Resident Cites Area
Flooding Problems

Writing a follow up letter to the editor
in the November 6 issue of The Westfield
Leader.

As I stated, Coolidge Street is in a low
area. It has been known to flood. The odd
side of the street with numbers 925 to the
drain sewer opposite Stevens Street has
had running mud water since October
20. It is a month and no relief insight.
Where is the Town Engineering Depart-
ment? Where is the Westfield construc-
tion company?

Many of us on Coolidge Street hope
for a solution to this problem. And I wish
that the town engineer will look into this
matter before we get a severe rainstorm.
If any of us on Coolidge Street get
flooded, be prepared for the next step.

Eleanor Taylor
Westfield

Fanwoodian Says
Denial Of Verizon
Tower Is Wrong

I believe those members of the
Fanwood Borough Council that voted to
overturn the Planning Board’s approval
of the Verizon Wireless cell site were
not looking after the best interest of
Fanwood.

Federal and state laws require towns
to make accommodations for locating
cell sites in order to facilitate a complete
wireless network nationwide.   Verizon
Wireless signals in Fanwood are not
very strong - which is why the cell site is
being proposed.  But this cell site, how-
ever, is not the first cell site in Fanwood.
In fact, Verizon Wireless is the last
major wireless carrier to arrive here.

As with all the others before them,
they are looking to locate their equip-
ment on PSE&G property within the
borough. Considering the size and
makeup of Fanwood, locating cell sites
on existing power line towers is a logical
solution.  This is also the intent of the
borough’s Master Plan.

The Fanwood Planning Board heard
hours of testimony over several months,
carefully weighing all the positive and
negative aspects of the proposed cell site
before reaching their decision. They are
required to do this by law.

The council on the other hand rushed
to vote at the first opportunity, and just
before the November 4 election, even
though a decision was not required until
November 10.

More than likely, this will not end
with the council’s ruling.  Verizon Wire-
less will undoubtedly appeal the council’s
decision in court, forcing the Borough of
Fanwood to spend taxpayer money on
unbudgeted and unnecessary legal fees
to defend a suit, which the town will
surely lose.

This was clearly not done with the
best interest of Fanwood in mind.

Matthew Glennon
Fanwood

Fanwood Elected
Officials Thank People

For Their Support
We would like to express our thanks

to the voters of Fanwood for the out-
standing support we received on No-
vember 4. It is a humbling experience to
be selected to represent the people of
Fanwood and we are very grateful for the
opportunity.

Our door-to-door visits with neigh-
bors were particularly rewarding, and
we thank you for expressing your sup-
port and sharing your ideas for a better
Fanwood.

We particularly want to thank all those
who opened their homes to us so we
could talk with neighbors and friends
about their concerns for our unique com-
munity. Your welcome gave us strength
and we certainly appreciate your hospi-
tality and hard work on our behalf. We
thank you for your support.

Fanwood-Elects
Mayor, Colleen Mahr

Council, Jack Molenaar
Council, Donna Dolce

Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note
Next week is the Thanksgiving Day edition of our

newspaper. We go to press one day earlier – on Tuesday.
Most will receive the newspaper on Wednesday.

It would be nice to receive letters from you with your
thoughts of the meaning of Thanksgiving to share with
the community in this edition.

Please e-mail letters to us this weekend. Send to
editor@goleader.com.

Tree Preservation Commission Needs
Support; Conformance Must Be Assured
In August, the Westfield Planning Board approved

the subdivision of the property at 817 Grant Avenue
for D. Villane Construction Corporation to demolish
a single-family home and replace it with two single-
family homes. The approval was granted, providing
it met Tree Preservation Commission standards. When
Villane Construction applied to the town council for
the demolition, as they are required to do, they sub-
mitted an affidavit stating that no trees would be
removed. The council approved the demolition last
Wednesday. Then, the builder proceeded to remove
five trees.

A similar instance took place on Harding Street
where the homeowner revised their plans and tore
down a tree without approval. The homeowner re-
ceived a nominal fine — $125. Recently on Rahway
Avenue, a developer clear-cut the property before
applying for a demolition permit.

This is the third time in a row where the ball has
been dropped, and the developers involved ignored
town ordinances. What’s going on here? When project
plans are resubmitted, someone in the Building De-
partment must review them. Then, action must be
taken to ensure conformance. Why aren’t these things
caught there?

Concerned phone calls came into our office from
Craig Stock and Michael Snizek of the Tree Preser-
vation Commission. Please read Mr. Snizek’s letter
on this page.

Westfield’s Tree Preservation Commission is an
adjunct of the planning board. Westfield has a tree
preservation ordinance, which states that applica-
tions for any demolition must include a tree plan. If
the applicant proposes to remove trees, then the
commission reviews the case and makes recommen-
dations before any demolition is permitted to take
place. If the ordinance is violated, a fine of up to $500
can be levied for each tree that was illegally torn
down.

However, of late, there have been several cases in
town where the commission’s authority and charge
have been usurped – in our view, through loopholes
or the “turning of heads.” When discovered, the
developer gets a slap on the wrist.

In Westfield, the property owner can remove trees
before submitting the application to demolish the

house, completely circumventing the process. Other
towns have ordinances on the books that prevent the
removal of any tree with a certain circumference
without town approval.

Last October, a Mountainside resident cut down
several maple trees behind his home, but on county
property in the Watchung Reservation. The county
took swift and decisive action. This is what the Town
of Westfield must do in similar violations of tree
ordinances to stop this problem.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh told us, “My staff
did nothing wrong.” He said that Assistant Town
Engineer Kris McAloon looked over revised plans
and realized that trees would be taken down — but it
was too late as the trees had already been cut down.

We recommend that conformance to the tree ordi-
nances be enforced and that there be stronger super-
vision of the developers and property owners when it
comes to demolitions and subdivisions. It is obvious
that the current ordinances and procedures aren’t
working. It is also obvious that somehow the ball is
being dropped.

The Tree Preservation Commission needs to be
supported. They are a citizen group, they are impas-
sioned and skilled — they will get the job done. A
developer stated that working with the commission
was a positive experience and that his project was
enhanced as a result. We believe it.

The building department needs to be supported and
empowered too. We don’t want Westfield to get the
reputation with developers that all you have to do is
ignore the ordinances, and at best, there will only be
a slap on the wrist. It’s not good enough to say it was
too late to do anything about it, or that “my people
did nothing wrong.”


