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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christmas Tree Shops dot New England, hyping the “Don’t You Just
Love a Bargain?” slogan. Over the past 10 years, I have fulfilled chunks
of my Christmas list at these stores, parking my burgeoning shopping
cart at registers manned by cashiers cheerier than North Pole elves, and
browsing among customers who move about pleasantly like the ani-
mated characters in “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.”

That was before I went to Nanuet, New Yawk. The Le Poidevins piled
into the big red van for a visit to the closest Christmas Tree Shop location.
Dad was armed with
his new digital cam-
era, mom had two
full trips around the
bargain bodega
planned, and I was
holding myself back
from scolding a loud-
mouthed horde of
New Yorkers pushing
their carts against my
backside, breathing
and coughing down
my neck, and grab-
bing crafts off the
shelves like they were
made of gold.

“Skeews mey,”
said one mother of
12 sniffling children
passing another brood of four kids knocking glass ornaments onto the
floor. You literally could not move. If you had a specific destination in
mind – a craft in your line of vision that would be ideal for someone on
your list – you’d better have a strategy on blueprinted paper, a treasure
map, something approved by a planning or zoning board. Otherwise,
your ship was sunk and the trip declared fruitless. I held my own. Weaving
past a few slowpokes and the aisle standers who occupied the entire

            Photo Courtesy of Charles A. Le Poidevin
NO IDEA WHAT WE WERE GETTING INTO...The
Nanuet location of the Christmas Tree Shops franchise
offered bargains and lots of unwelcome bossiness.

What are you thankful for?
Submit your entries to:

ae@goleader.com and we’ll
publish them next week!
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By Marylou Morano

“Westfield, New Jersey
Doorways”

by Carolyn Tuchman

 * 13 x 19....$75

 * 11 x 14....$65

 * 8 x 10......$50
All non-framed, dry-mounted

and shrink-wrapped. The 13x19

size can be custom-framed.
Available at the DWC Of-

fices, 105 Elm Street,
Westfield.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Visits to her sister’s Westfield
home kindled a creative notion in the mind of
Florham Park resident and graphic artist Carolyn
Tuchman. What if she photo-
graphed some doors of Westfield
homes and cropped and arranged
them to complement each another
to form one Victorian house?

Tuchman contacted the Down-
town Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin, who offered her organiza-
tion as an outlet for the photogra-
pher to sell the collage prints.

Though a frequent visitor to
Westfield, Tuchman was not fa-
miliar with the names of all of the
streets she voyaged to take the
photographs. However, Tuchman
said she treasured the beauty of
the town and its architecture enough to travel
around with her camera and photograph any
doors that caught her eye.

What was she looking for specifically? The
color of the door, whether it was wooden or
painted, and the character it exuded were some
of the deciding factors. Some doors were draped
with wreathes, others were framed by unique
molding and pillars, while the woodworking
stood out on other selections.

“Whether or not the house itself was particularly

worth photographing didn’t matter,” Tuchman told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Times,
“a lot of times, the door was the centerpiece that made
the house become so interesting.”

In fact, Tuchman took so many photographs for
her “Westfield, New Jersey Door-
ways” collage print that it was
difficult to narrow down the pool
of candidates. She used Adobe
Photoshop to crop and adjust the
winning shots and to arrange them
into the Victorian home model.

Normally, Tuchman designed
collages using photographs of
people taken by relatives and
friends during special occasions,
such as an anniversary or birth-
day. But, when she took one of
the pieces with her own photo-
graphs to a Madison frame shop,
the employee suggested that she
enter the piece in an art show.

Tuchman agreed and her Community Door-
ways series was born, which has included
Princeton University, Columbia University,
Florham Park and Madison. Currently, she is
working on a piece that will add the University
of Pennsylvania to the collection.

The photographs Tuchman selected for the
Westfield collage reflect all of the seasons in town,
however, she said the feedback thus far has been so
encouraging that she may do a second piece that
could spotlight specific seasons like winter and fall.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crafters will need to visit a supply
store stocked with enough reams of
patterned and textured papers and with
a bountiful section of fabric swatches
in order to be armed with the right
materials for paper and fabric folding.

In “Paper for All Seasons:
Projects and Presents to
Make Through the Year,”
graphic designer and
Princeton resident Sandra
Lounsbury Foose begins
to outline over 60 paper
folding projects by defin-
ing some papers crafters
should have reserved.
She also supplies full-size
patterns for every project.

Foose suggests artists search out
a variety of papers, such as corru-
gated, glow-in-the-dark, quilling strips,
velour, vellum or doilies, while col-
lecting scraps of paper and building a
workbox with acetate, paper punches,

monofilament, tweezers, and other
supplies.

“So, now you too can cut, fold, and
paste to your heart’s content, creat-
ing simple gifts, seasonal decora-

tions and
whimsical
g r e e t i n g
cards all
through the
year,” Foose
states, adding
that paper is
such an inex-
pensive medium that the

projects are low-pressure
and nearly failsafe.
The autumn projects,

which include a Leaf Gar-
land of earth tones and three-
dimensional Chair Place
Cards for Thanksgiving, are
charming, however, the
spring crafts are particularly
inventive.
For example, instead of gift-

ing attendees with trite baby shower
favors, the spring chapter gives direc-
tions for paper Baby Booties, which
can be filled with tiny candies and
adorned with pastel ribbons. The
springtime Hats and Boxes, which
require sturdy papers, are also cheer-
ful and imaginative.

Summer projects include Twin Ice
Pop greeting cards in fruity colors, as
well as cards designed like Summer
T-Shirts and Shorts – perfect for in-
vitations to a summer barbeque or
birthday party.

Finally, winter projects include
cards shaped like cups of warm co-
coa, Star of David and Santa Cornu-
copia ornaments ready to be filled
with candies, and Spinning Dreidel
cards. Finally, crafters receive a quick
lesson in binding, adorning stacking
and aligning a book and its contents
with the recipe-card filled Cookie
Sheet Book – the ideal gift for any

“Phlox,” by Kumiko Sudo

“Star of David” and “Santa
Cornucopia” ornaments, by
Sandra Lounsbury Foose.

                            Photo Courtesy of Carolyn Tuchman
DOORS GALORE...Carolyn Tuchman’s photo assem-
blage, “Westfield, New Jersey Doorways,” pictured above,
doors has become a conversation piece.
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By MARYLOU

MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

It is more than the
start of the Christmas
season and more than
just a few days off from
school or work.
Thanksgiving is part of
America’s heritage, and
it is never too early to
instill in our children
the real significance of
this special day.

The world of books
has plenty to offer young readers of
all ages who wish to learn more
about what has come to be thought
of as our first national holiday.

Recently released just in time for
Thanksgiving is “Thank You,
Thanksgiving” by David Milgrim.
See the world from the perspective
of a little girl, who is well aware of
all there is to be thankful for. Pub-
lished by Clarion Books, “Thank
You, Thanksgiving” is perfect to
read aloud to preschoolers. Begin-
ning readers will be able to master
this book on their own.

“Fat Chance Thanksgiving” by
Patricia Lakin (Albert Whitman and
Son, 2001) is also relatively new.
When fire devastates Carla’s apart-
ment building, all she has left to her
name is a book about Thanksgiving
and a dream of sitting down to a
Thanksgiving feast like the early pil-
grims. Learn how she makes her dream
come true in this beautifully illus-
trated multi-cultural picture book.

Some oldies but goodies are still
flying off the library shelves as the

days draw closer to Thanksgiving.
Brenda Colloms’ “The Mayflower

Pilgrims,” which is part of the Eye-
witness History Book series published
by St. Martin’s Press in the 1970s,
continues to enthrall middle grade
students with its timeless tale of how
and why the pilgrims came to America.
It contains many relevant pictures.

Also a good book for middle grade
students is “Thanksgiving” by Mar-
garet Baldwin (Franklin Watts,
1983). This book takes the reader
back to the first Thanksgiving Day.

Elementary school
students will enjoy the
story of the symbols
that represent Thanks-
giving written about in
“Turkeys, Pilgrims, and
Indian Corn” by Edna
Barth (Clarion, 1975).

Poems and stories by
some of children’s fa-
vorite authors are col-
lected in “Thanksgiv-
ing Stories and Po-
ems,” edited by
Caroline Feller Bauer

(Harper Collins, 1994). Thanksgiv-
ing recipes are included!

The spirit of Thanksgiving shines
forth in Carol Barkin and Elizabeth
James’s “Happy Thanksgiving!”
(Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books,
1986). This book contains lot of
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF A KIND…Members of the Presbyterian Women, Margo Seaman,
standing, and Erin Peterson, seated, absorbed all of the charitable energy
generated by attendees of Saturday’s annual Silver Snowflake Boutique. Peterson
was in charge of the Silent Auction department and also created the Raggedy
Ann character dolls and Silver Snowflake doll.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last Saturday, at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s Assembly Hall, generous
shoppers, who were not only seeking
the ideal present, but wanted to give
back to local and international mis-
sion projects, milled about with smiles
of satisfaction.

For, while most holiday boutiques
benefit the participating crafters or

the organization hosting the event,
the Silver Snowflake Boutique,
sponsored annually by the Presby-
terian Women, ensures that every
profit aids those crafters in desti-
tute regions who have hand-crafted
some of the most unique merchan-
dise.

Additionally, church members
armed themselves with thimbles,
thread, paintbrushes and other ma-
terials to assemble products which
were either up for bid in the Silent
Auction or available for on-the-
spot purchase.

Erin Peterson and Margo Sea-
man showed The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times an array of velvet-lined stor-
age units and trunks from Pakistan;
some contained hidden niches,
while all were intricately hand-

carved with painstaking ornamen-
tation.

To benefit the minority peoples
of China, China Ethnic Crafts in
Auburn, Me. presented Shibori in-
digo blue tablecloths created by
the Miao of Hunan Province. Hand-
sewing, dipping of dye and more
stitching bring these cloths to life.
Hand-embroidered purses, book
covers and bookmarks, which were
gorgeous enough to be included in

a museum display, were also avail-
able to shoppers.

Among the crafts, Mission to the
Miao pamphlets were stacked,
bringing to light the goal of some
American churches to bring Chris-
tianity to the Chinese regions
through prayer and handcrafts sale
events.

One corner of Assembly Hall fea-
tured piles of Oriental rugs, an-
other drew shoppers with the aroma
of baked goods, while the center of
the facility included auction items,
such as stained glass, fine art, an
appointment with Jana Sage
Peterson for yoga lessons, and the
ever-popular Clantas dolls from
Georgetown, Prince Edward Island.

SERRV International, a Mary-
land-based organization, which
helps low-income, grassroots
handcraft producers and farmers
throughout the poorest regions, earn
income through Fair Trade efforts,
is also a driving force behind the
Silver Snowflake.

And, since none of the crafts were
produced in “sweat shop” environ-
ments, customers could be assured
last weekend that their money and
good will would extend beyond bor-
ders to talented and deserving people.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THREE DREW A CROWD…The Loren Daniels Trio had everyone’s attention
last Wednesday night at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield.
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BERKELEY HEIGHTS —
The Gov. Livingston (GL) High
School Highlander Band com-
pleted another season at the At-
lantic Coast Championship,
known as the Tournament of
Bands, in Scranton, Pa. on No-
vember 9.

Competing with 26 bands,
the Highlanders placed third
with a score of 96.9 and won in
the category of “best visual”
for their striking Scottish tar-
tans and stunning marching
stance.

From Thursday, November 20
to Saturday, November 22, the
Highlanders will be holding its
annual Candy Sale. Uniformed
members will greet shoppers at
the entrances of local merchants
in Berkeley Heights,
Mountainside, New Providence
and Long Hill Township, who
have given the students permis-
sion to sell candy to help defray
the band’s expenses.

Members will also canvass the
local neighborhoods on Novem-
ber 22 and 23.

In the summer, the Highland-
ers will participate in the Caval-
cade Parade in Edinburgh, Scot-
land.

Area support for the Candy
Sale will help the Highlanders
cover the travel expenses for the
students, their instruments, cos-
tumes and chaperones.

The Highlanders will perform
at the annual Thanksgiving foot-
ball game that pits GL against
New Providence High School
on Thursday, November 27, at
GL’s Frey Field at 175
Watchung Boulevard in Berke-
ley Heights.

NOVEMBER 6th thru 23rd, 2003
Performances: Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm • Sundays at 3 pm

Tickets: $7.00 - Thursdays
$15.00 - Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays�
Senior Sunday 11/9 ONLY - All Seniors $7.00
Students $7.00 All Performances                              

Reservations (908) 659-5189
Roy Smith Theater at Union County College

1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

$5 OFFFull-Price Ticket
with this Ad

The Delany Sisters'
First 100 Years

A Play By Emily Mann

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND


