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MEREDITH BLOCKS ‘PK’ TO BRING HOME WINNER

Raiders Win Sectional Crown
In Shootout With MS Eagles

BACHI SCORES, BAUMWELL BOOTS 26-YD FG, POWERS INTS

Underdog ‘Wild Dogs’ Bite
Warren Hills, 10-0 in Section

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A showdown between two of New
Jersey’s most talented boys soccer
teams in a state sectional finals of-
fered as much drama as could be
expected on November 14 in Scotch
Plains. After a 1-1 deadlock in regu-

lation that held up after two sudden
death overtime periods, the seventh-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers converted their first four penalty
kicks in a shootout and slammed the
door on sixth-ranked Middletown
South to claim their 11th North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 title.

Freshman goalie Bryan Meredith,
who had nine saves in regulation,
guessed correctly and smothered
Eagle superstar Tom Gray’s skid-
ding shot to the left to give the 22-2-
1 Raiders a 3-2 edge in the shootout.
Terrence Charles’ shot in the left
corner put the Raiders up 4-2 then
Eagle Anthony Testa missed to the
right to end the contest.

“I was thinking about how to play
well. I was looking at their eyes and
their body position,” described
Meredith.

“Bryan is only a freshman because
that’s the grade he’s in. From the
moment he stepped on the field, he
played better than many, many kids
who are juniors and seniors,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
who added, “What I do in a scrim-
mage, at the end of the half, I ask the
opposing team. I said I would like to
take five PKs at your keeper and you
take five with mine. We were scrim-
maging Franklin and Bryan stopped
three in a row. I said wow! He’s just
great in reacting.”

Senior Co-Captains Ryan
Breznitsky and Mike Hessemer, went
1-2, respectively, in the shootout.
Breznitsky drilled his shot into the

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anyone who believed that the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team was a mediocre team
that sneaked into the NJSIAA state
sectional playoff picture got a reality
check. Additionally, many so-called
experts discovered they did not have
a clue as to how the battle of “The
Underdog, Wild Dogs,” against War-
ren Hills High School would unfold.

Well, the underdogs proved to be
the top dogs! The Raiders’ stubborn
defensive unit dominated and crushed
the Blue Streaks with a knee-jerking,
head-knocking, 10-0, victory in the
first round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 playoffs in
Scotch Plains on November 15.

“The big thing was, we weren’t
picked to win it. People really had
doubts whether we could play with
them,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “The way our kids played
defense and shut them out indicates
you’re doing something great. They
talked about their running back who
rushed for over 1,000-yards. They
talked about Fitzgerald, who can
catch the ball, but we shut both of
them down and that’s what I’m mostly
proud of. Then, with our offense, we

kept them off-balance throughout the
game; probably could have had an-
other score, but we did what we had
to do. Our kids played hard and there
is nothing more a coach can ask for.”

Alpha dog, junior tackle Marc
Fabiano, recorded eight tackles and
one sack and the “Wild Dogs” cruci-

fied the Blue Streaks throughout the
game allowing only 79 rushing and
25 yards in the air. Tim Karis (4
tackles, 1 sack), Charlie Bachi (5
tackles, 1 sack), Travis Boff (6 tack-
les), Rob Maroney, LeRoy Anglin,
Kevin Urban and Ryan Weber, just to

‘DUKE’ GETS 62-YD TD; DOWLING, TD, 23 TACKLES

Sayreville Gridmen Hold Off
Blue Devils, 20-13, in Section

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The length of time with the wind at
one’s back and field position played
a determining role in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 game be-
tween the Westfield High School
(WHS) football team and top-seeded
host Sayreville on November 15. The
host Bombers played the value of the
wind better and won, 20-13, and will
host Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the
semifinals on November 22.

The 10-0 Bombers took advantage
of good field position with the wind
at their backs to score two first-
quarter touchdowns (TD) and got
good field position after a poor kick-
off to open the third quarter, then
burned ample time off the clock with
a nine-play, 63-yard TD drive to rob
the Blue Devils of valuable time
with the wind at their back. Blue
Devil halfback Tom DelDuca had a
breakaway 62-yard TD run in the
second quarter and fullback Marc
Dowling added a one-yard TD plunge
in the fourth quarter.

Both teams piled up plenty of rush-
ing yardage with the Blue Devils
totaling 213 yards on the ground on
29 carries and the Bombers totaling
250 yards on 56 carries. DelDuca
had three carries for 73 yards and
fullback Bart Walsh had 76 yards on
12 carries and two receptions for 17
yards. Quarterback Jan Cocozziello,
who rushed 11 times for 39 yards,
was heavily pressured by the Bomber
defense and was intercepted three
times while completing three-of-ten
attempts for 32 yards.

Bomber quarterback Mark Poore

was a master of disguise with his
handoffs and got good mileage from
halfback Shaune Thomas who rushed
94 yards on 17 carries, including a
15-yard TD run. When he decided to
keep the ball, Poore killed the Blue
Devils with 90 yards on 14 carries.

“The quarterback was tough. He’s
an old fullback. He runs like a full-
back,” explained Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchia. “When he went
back to pass, we had him covered
and he took off and ran. He’s a great
little player! You’ve got to tackle him

and we didn’t do a good job at that.”
Defensively, Dowling recorded 23

tackles from his linebacker position
and Cocozziello broke a WHS sea-
son record with his eighth intercep-
tion. Defensive end Terrence Bryant
also recorded an interception and
blocked a point after.

The Blue Devils went three-and-
out on the first series of the game and
their punt into the wind gave the
Bombers great field position at
midfield. Seven plays later, Thomas
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908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

Fred. K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NO STOPPING THIS UNDERDOG…Senior captain Travis Boff galloped 47-
yards and snagged a six-yard pass. Additionally, Boff’s killer instinct crushed
six Blue Streaks.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING LOOSE INTO THE OPEN FIELD…Blue Devil Tom DelDuca, No. 2, got a good block from tight end
Terrence Bryant, No. 88, broke a few tackles, then galloped 62 yards for a touchdown against top-seeded Sayreville.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET TO THE BALL FIRST…Raider Casey Hoynes-O’Connor,
No. 8, tries to beat Eagle Billy Snyder, No. 17, to the ball.

Come In and See What the Latest
������ Is All About

TOTAL FITNESS &
BALANCE IS OUR GOAL

Why put it off? Be the best you can be starting right
now or get your child started on the road to self
discovery that will make every  stage in life easier.

Roxanne Dunn
Program Director

 5000 sq. ft.  fully equipped
facility with two training rooms.

TTTTTAE KWAE KWAE KWAE KWAE KWON DOON DOON DOON DOON DO
KOREAN MARTIAL ART

JHOON RHEE SYSTEM

CARDIO KICKBOXING

NON - CONTACT
MARTIAL ART FITNESS

Try our Cardio Kickboxing

Introductory Special

4 WEEKS $
JUST 49 00

FREE Uniform - Value $35

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
AVAILABLE

908-241-0066
753 Boulevard,Kenilworth

Exit 138 - Garden State Pkwy.

PRIVATE LESSONS
ANYTIME

Our certified instructors will help you attain optimum results!
Have FUN while firming up. 4 Cardio classes offered weekly

Strives to Help EACH CHILD
on a personal level!

4th Degree

6th Degree
Empowers you to
change your life!

Master Jeff Dunn

“Westfield Brings Home the Gold !”
On October 25th, Westfield residenTs set out to compete at the New Jersey

Challenge Martial Arts Tournament held at the Holiday Inn in Springfield, Mass.
Westfield  residents Pilan Martinez, Marilyn Kowalski and Tom Kowalski all brought
home 1st and 2nd place Dragon trophies. All three attended Wilson School in
Westfield. “These three are sharp. They always learn quick and work  hard. They are
a part of our own Karate World All Star Competition team”, quotes Master Dunn of
Karate World in Kenilworth. “I don’t make it easy on them. I push them hard and they
always rise up beyond my expectations. I hope to see them in the Jr. Olympics soon.
They are great competitors with super attitudes.”

“I’m very pleased with the overall outcome of the NJC tournament. All
competitors showed great sportsmanship making the tournament a great experi-
ence for all,” quotes Roxanne Dunn of Karate World. “We owe many thanks to those
special people who made his tournament possible. Alexandra Augenzucker is the
driving force of the New Jersey Challenge and is sought out by other promoters
wanting her to help with their tournaments. We’re very thankful for all she does.”

New!  Mommy and Me
Classes during the day for

Ages 2 - 3. Designed to give
your child confidence!

See The Benefits Your Child Will Gain!

Take  A Virtual Tour . . .
karateworldnj@aol.com


