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Frozen Turkeys Collected
At Franklin Elementary

WESTFIELD — Volunteers at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield are helping the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey provide part
of their holiday meal by collecting do-
nated frozen turkeys.

Donors are asked to drop off a frozen
(never thawed) turkey at Franklin School,
700 Prospect Street, Westfield, on Satur-
day, November 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Volunteers will collect the turkeys,
as well as non-perishable foods such as
canned vegetables, cranberry sauce,
gravy, and fruit juices. No cellophane
or glass please.

The Community FoodBank provides
food to some 1,500 charitable organiza-

tions throughout the state, including St.
John the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church in Clark/Linden and Helping
Hands of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, and Westfield Se-
nior Citizen Housing.

The food bank hopes to collect
12,000 frozen turkeys to help ensure
that those in need, through the generos-
ity of their neighbors, can celebrate
Thanksgiving this year.

“We have seen an increase in demand
for emergency food this year, as many
people lost the steady paycheck they
had relied on,” said Kathleen DiChiara,
Executive Director of the Community
FoodBank. “Now, as temperatures drop,
they have to choose between paying the
heating bill or going to the grocery store.”

For more information, please call
(908) 355-3663, or visit
www.njfoodbank.org.

 

Joan Costello
Third Grade  Teacher

McGinn Elementary School, Scotch Plains
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 61
Hometown: Raised in New York

City, Mrs. Costello has lived in Scotch
Plains for approximately 36 years.

Education: At the City College of
New York, she re-
ceived a Bachelor of
Science degree in
Education. Next, she
obtained a masters
degree in Education
at Kean University, as
well as Early Child-
hood Certification.
Additionally, Mrs.
Costello holds 35 ex-
tra credits in the edu-
cation field.

Previous Experi-
ence: Since she
graduated college,
before officially mov-
ing to Scotch Plains,
Mrs. Costello has been a teacher in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district. Taking only a brief
hiatus to have her four children, she
has taught Pre-Kindergarten, kinder-
garten, first grade, fourth grade and
third grade. She began her career
teaching third graders and has come
full circle teaching that level cur-
rently.

Why does Mrs. Costello like teach-
ing third grade the best?

“They’re still excited about learn-
ing and still sweet and innocent, able
to do things so you can challenge
them, setting a high bar for them and
they will try to achieve it,” she said.
“Whereas in kindergarten and first
grades, you have high expectations
but they are different expectations.”

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: The day before she spoke
with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, one
of Mrs. Costello’s students ap-
proached her, saying, “Wow! I can’t
believe there would be any other
third grade where learning could be
this much fun.” Due to her extensive
teaching experience, it was difficult
to pinpoint one specific time when
the proverbial light bulb has gone on,
however she has seen it happen many
times.

“I’ve been told by a parent that
their child would rather go to Barnes
& Noble than Toys ‘R’ Us,” she said,
when commenting about how she
stresses the importance of reading in
and out of the classroom.

What I Love About the School
District: All of Mrs. Costello’s chil-
dren have gone through the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school sys-
tem. So, as a parent, she said, “I saw
my children were getting the kind of
education that could help them to go
on and be successful, and they have.”

“From a teacher’s point of view,”
she added, “the district is very sup-
portive in allowing you to try new
things that will benefit the child.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I really
like them all, but I am prone to like
reading the most because reading
unlocks the door to everything else,”
said Mrs. Costello. “There’s always
a book tucked away in my purse to
read. If you pick up a book, you can

find anything you want in that book.”
When asked if there was a specific

author or book series her children
were drawn to, she said, “If you
make it exciting, whatever you teach
them is like osmosis. You see the

excitement generated
in the child. ‘Listen
to the language, look
at the pictures and
how they correlate
with the text,’ I tell
them.”

“I am very big
about having the chil-
dren make connec-
tions between what
they are reading and
what is going on in
their worlds,” she
added.

The Future of Edu-
cation in America: “I
think it is headed in a
positive direction. I

think that everybody is aware that we
need to do whatever we need to do
for the best of the children so they
can enjoy the school experience,”
stated Mrs. Costello. “I don’t always
agree with what the government of-
ficials decide, because I think they
are too far removed from the class-
room experience, but their hearts are
in the right place.”

My Goal As an Educator: “The
goal I have had all along is to light
that fire of being a lifelong learner.
Just because you leave the classroom
or the school doesn’t mean you stop
learning,” she said.

Although she is not sure when she
will retire, Mrs. Costello would like
to move to Colonial Williamsburg,
Va., where she would continue to
educate visitors as a docent.

“I’ve always been a teacher. You
can ask my brothers and they’ll tell
you that at six years old I was playing
school. It was inbred. I see myself as
a lifelong learner and I don’t see that
stopping when I retire,” she said.

Home Life: Married to her hus-
band, Vincent, for about 37 years,
one of her sons is an engineer,
while an older son is a Chief Finan-
cial Officer for a company. An-
other son is a musician and her
daughter is a dancer. The Costello
children live in a cross-section of
Boston, New York City, San Diego
and Chicago.

“They’re all doing what they want
to do, following and pursuing their
dreams. I think the schools gave them
that motivation,” she said.

Joan Costello
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Far Brook

a small school
of uncommon quality

where education is
considered an Art.

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day

school in Short Hills for
children from Nursery

through the Eighth
grade.  Since 1948, Far

Brook has offered its
students an innovative

and challenging
academic curriculum in

which great music,
literature and art are a

natural part of each
child’s daily life.
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52 Great Hills Road, Short Hills
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Turkeys, Donations Sought
By DECA Pupils for Dinner
SCOTCH PLAINS — DECA stu-

dents at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) will hold its
13th Annual Thanksgiving Day Din-
ner for the homeless and needy fami-
lies at the Black United Fund Com-
munity Center Complex, located at
West Seventh Street and Central
Avenue in Plainfield.

Turkey donations from members
of the public are sought.

Attendees will also be given extra
portions so they can enjoy leftovers
the following day.

For the 13th consecutive year, DECA
has worked with the Interfaith Council
of Union County, a non-profit organi-
zation that provides for the needs of
homeless families in the area.

DECA is planning several activi-
ties for hundreds of children and
their families currently being assisted
by the Interfaith Council. The first of
these events was a canister drive.

“Thanks to community contributions,
DECA raised approximately $3,000

over the weekend of October 25-26,”
said coordinator Nick Bruno. The pro-
ceeds funded the annual Halloween
party for Interfaith Council children.
DECA supplied costumes, food and
games for the children who attended.

Following the Thanksgiving Day
Dinner, DECA will hold its Annual
Toy Drive and Adopt-A-Family pro-
grams for the holiday season. Any
residents, businesses, or organiza-
tions that are interested in assisting
the upcoming activities may call
DECA at (908) 889-8600.

Gay-Straight Alliance Wants
To Clear Their Reputation

By JORDAN ZAKARIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They lounged on couches. They ate
baked goods. They laughed. They
talked about pertinent world issues.
Sounds like a normal night in the lives
of a group of teenagers? Well, it should,
because that’s exactly what it was.

The Westfield High School Gay-
Straight Alliance (GSA), which re-
cently came under fire in a letter to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, held a special
meeting on Wednesday night to dis-
cuss the content of what they labeled a
misunderstanding within the letter.

Nearly 30 students and four fac-
ulty members attended the meeting,
many of whom confessed that they
were drawn to their first interaction
with the club by the letter. Other
more veteran members attended to
voice their displeasure and discuss
methods of respectful response.

There is no official membership to
the GSA, as it is a club that many
people are afraid to join. Those who
attend the meetings are considered
part of the club, but there is no offi-
cial count or list. Because the group
encompasses issues that are perti-
nent to the whole school, it feels as if
it should not be exclusive.

Three faculty members, who at-
tended as interested parties, were
English and Project 79 teacher Peter
Horn, mathematics teacher Martin
Maruschak and health teacher Susan
Kolesar.

During Wednesday night’s meet-
ing, senior Steve Fromtling said, “The
big issue is not that one man is mad
at us, it’s that a good amount of
people who read this now have the
perception presented in his letter.
The headline says it all.”

Steve is referring to the headline in
a letter published in the November 6
edition, which was written by
Westfield resident Michael O’Brien.
The headline read, “Parent Feels High
School Should Not Have Organiza-
tion to Promote Sex.”

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix, a
well-known supporter of the GSA,
told the students and other faculty
members that they needed to under-
stand what the author of the letter
was trying to get across and what
audience he was targeting.

“My feeling is that if he (the author)
really wanted to know about GSA, he

would have talked to me, Mr. Horn or
the (school) district,” said Dr. Petix.
“So my feeling is that he was stirring
up the issue of what the tax payers are
allowing at the school.”

Many members could not under-
stand why people would be insulted
by their organization.

Senior Jason Kolterjahn viewed
most students as either accepting or
oblivious.

“It’s really only some parents that
rarely do care. The kids don’t really
care at all,” he said.

Senior Rory Rivendale agreed,
saying that the issue “is not just what
we’re about. It’s not about tolerance.
It’s about understanding,” alluding
to the problems some may have with
the assembly of the club.

“You can’t just deny people a place
to talk about what they’re feeling just
because some people may get of-
fended,” said junior Andrew Emmet.

The perception that the GSA pro-
moted sex was a major issue to a
majority of members.

Junior Katie Okamoto remarked,
“He just made an assumption, and I
don’t think someone can make an
assumption from one ad, about what
we do and talk about.”

“(It’s wrong and immoral) If you’re
going to have sex, let alone a gay
lifestyle. I mean, sheesh, what are
you thinking,” Andrew stated with a
hint of sarcasm.

Students and faculty members at
the meeting unanimously agreed that
they should write a letter in response
to Mr. O’Brien’s letter about the club
and its goals. They believe such a
letter would make the club’s mission
more public, and would educate the
author of the letter, as well as people
who may agree with the feelings
stated in the letter.

Those who attended also insisted
that they saw this not as an attack, but
as an opportunity.

Rory, “(The author’s feelings)
don’t make him wrong, and our re-
sponse doesn’t make us wrong.”

As Andrew said, however, the club
would not allow the letter to faze
them. To allow the letter and false
claims to go without a response
would be, “inviting people to make
fun of me, to look over it, to burn me
and everything about me, like the
original definition of faggot
connotates.”

WHS Science Wing Tour
To be Televised on TV-36

WESTFIELD – Westfield TV-36
will televise “A Tour of Westfield
High School’s New Science Wing”
on November 26, Thanksgiving Day,
at 8 and 10 a.m., 12, 2, 4, 7 and 9 p.m.

On Saturday, November 29, the
tour will be shown at 10 a.m., 12, 2,
4, 7, 9, and 11 p.m. The tour will also
be televised on Sunday, November
30, at 10 a.m., 12, 2 and 4 p.m.

“The new state-of-the-art science
wing at Westfield High School is
something to see,” said Principal
Robert Petix, “and now you can tour
it without stepping out of your home.”

“The addition and renovations to
our 50-year old high school have
been made possible through the sup-
port of Westfield voters who approved
the public bond referendum in De-
cember 2000,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley.

“Now that the science wing is fully
operational and many of the renova-
tions to the original building have
been completed, we wanted Westfield
residents to see the results of their
support. Thanksgiving is a perfect
time to show our appreciation and to
make the televised tour available to
families, including students returning
home for the holidays,” he explained.

Following each tour, the traditional
Football Classics will be shown.
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Open House Program
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