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Strategic Planning Committee
Holds Meeting for New Plan

A GROUP EFFORT…Representatives from a cross-section of the community
met on November 1 and discussed issues and goals to be considered in the
Westfield Public School District’s new five-year strategic plan.

WESTFIELD — Approximately
50 people gathered in the Westfield
High School (WHS) library on Sat-
urday, November 1, to begin the first
step in establishing a new strategic
plan for the Westfield Public Schools.

Carole Larsen of the New Jersey
School Boards Association facilitated
the meeting. She commented that
the meeting represented “recogni-
tion of the fact that Westfield wants
to continue to improve.”

The meeting is the next step in the
school district’s efforts to hear from
the community, a process that began
in the spring with the Westfield Board
of Education Community Survey.

Opening the meeting, Westfield
Board of Education President Arlene
Gardner said that Dr. William Foley
initiated the district’s first strategic
plan of 1998-2003 shortly after he
became superintendent.

“Many challenges still remain,”
she noted. “More importantly, the
schools, our students, the commu-
nity, the world of education and the
larger world have all changed sig-
nificantly since 1998. Our job today
is to identify these changes and those
areas where we face challenges.”

Dr. Foley added, “We will talk about
our accomplishments and what makes
our school system special. Hopefully,
we can build on those accomplishments
and also identify the critical issues the
district is facing. These critical issues
will provide the context for discussions
about improving curriculum, staff de-
velopment, student life, community
engagement and resources.”

The daylong discussions con-
cluded with three to four goals estab-
lished for each of the five major areas
of concern. Throughout the next sev-
eral weeks, district administrators
will review the committee’s recom-
mendations. The committee will re-
convene in January in the final phase
of the goal-setting process.

Committee members include: Ron
Allen of the Westfield Police De-
partment; McKinley Elementary
Principal Claudia Andreski; parent
and Boosters Association member
Mark Boyd; Gail Cassidy of the
Westfield Foundation; WHS junior
Garrett Cockren; Jefferson Elemen-
tary teacher Mike Craver; parent and
Cultural Arts chairperson for Parent-
Teacher Council Tracy Diamond;
WHS and Edison Intermediate
School parent, Parent-Teacher Orga-
nization officer Susan Dilzell; WHS

junior Brian Dunstan; Westfield Y
Executive Director Mark Elsasser;
and Doug Fasciale, Washington El-
ementary School parent and
Westfield Rotary Club Vice Presi-
dent.

The committee also includes
Franklin Elementary Principal Dr.
Mary Fleck; Carolyn Fleder, Tech-
nology Committee member and WHS
parent; Jason Grant, WHS Social
Studies teacher; WHS junior Mark

Harbaugh; Michael Helfand,
Tamaques Elementary, Edison Inter-
mediate and WHS parent; Stephanie
Jackson, McKinley Elementary par-
ent; Cas Jakubik, Director of Guid-
ance; Andrea Lo, Child Study Team;
Karen Lust, Roosevelt Social Studies
teacher; Maureen Mazzarese, WHS
Student Assistance Counselor; Susan
McClelland, Washington teacher; Dou-
glas Miller, Optimists; Jeremy Mont-
gomery, First Baptist Church; Liz
Muller, WHS English teacher; David
Lynch, WHS Foreign Languages;
Cheryl O’Brien, Edison Principal;
Robert Petix, WHS Principal; Starr
Ross, Special Education Committee
Chairperson for the Parent-Teacher
Council and Joanne Santoriello, WHS
parent and Education Fund president.

Other committee members include:
Leonard Schork, resident/senior citi-
zen; Liz Syers, Math teacher at Edison;
Darielle Walsh, Education Fund and
Westfield Y; Alfred West, Westfield Y
Black Achievers, parent; Gregory
Workman, Franklin parent, Gifted and
Talented program; Arlene Gardner,
Board President; Anne Riegel, Board
Vice President; Beth Cassie, Alice
Hunnicutt, Ginny Leiz, Richard
Solomon, Julia Walker, and William
Ziff, Board members; Lorre Korecky,
Coordinator, School/Community Re-
lations; Dr. Foley; Robert Berman,
Business Administrator/Board Secre-
tary; Margaret Dolan, Assistant Super-
intendent for Human Resources; Janie
Edmonds, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum & Instruction; and
Theodore Kozlik, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Pupil Services.

Annual Westfield Winter Stroll
Will Benefit Education Fund
WESTFIELD — The third annual

Westfield Winter Stroll, sponsored by
The Education Fund of Westfield, Inc.,
will be held on Sunday, December 7,
from 3 to 7 p.m.

Event co-chairpersons Elizabeth
Psyhojos and Merry Wisler stated, “Last
year’s event was a great success, and
many of the merchants who participated
last year have enthusiastically agreed to
join us again this year as well as a number
of new stores. A large turnout of holiday
shoppers is expected.”

A percentage of the evening’s sales
will be donated to The Education Fund of
Westfield, Inc.

Participating merchants can be identi-
fied by posters in their windows, along
with luminaries placed in front of the
stores the night of the event.

Refreshments will be provided at sev-
eral locations as well as street entertain-
ment. Scheduled performers include The
Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
the Watson Highlanders Pipe Band and
alphorn player Dr. Theodore Schlosberg,
Executive Director and Founder of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.

Ms. Psyhojos commented, “The fact
that this is the third year that we are
holding this event is indicative of the

commitment the Westfield downtown
merchants have toward our community,
especially our Westfield schools.”

The Education Fund of Westfield, Inc.
was established to provide a source of
additional funds and resources to assist
the public schools in maintaining and
enhancing the quality of education in
Westfield.

This past year, the organization pro-
vided over $30,000 in grants for programs
and projects that were not included in the
school’s operational budget.

Joanne Santoriello, President of the
Education Fund, stated, “The Education
Fund has enabled teachers at all grade
levels to purchase new equipment and
materials used in their classrooms. Since
its’ founding, we are proud to have raised
and distributed over $100,000 in grants
to the Westfield Public Schools.”

Fliers have been distributed through-
out the stores and Westfield’s public
schools, informing residents and parents
of the event. Childcare will be offered at
the Westfield Y – all childcare proceeds
will go the Westfield Y Teen Leader
Program.

For information on the event, please
contact Ms. Psyhojos at (908) 654-8954
or Ms. Wisler at (908) 233-2646.

College Night Scheduled
At Westfield High School

WESTFIELD — On Thursday,
November 20, at 7:30 p.m., Westfield
High School (WHS) will host approxi-
mately 200 colleges and universities at
its annual College Night.

This event gives students and their
parents an opportunity to gather infor-
mation about colleges and universities
nationwide. College representatives
provide literature and answer ques-
tions about their schools.

Begun more than 30 years ago by the
College Woman’s Club of Westfield
and now hosted by the WHS Guidance
Department, “Westfield’s College

Child, Adult Psychiatrist
To Lecture at Edison School
WESTFIELD – Dr. Edward

Hallowell, child and adult psychia-
trist, will be the guest speaker in a
free program, “The Childhood Roots
of Adult Happiness: Five Steps to
Help Kids Create and Sustain Life-
long Joy” on Sunday, November 16,
at 7 p.m.

The program, which will be open
to the public at Edison Intermediate
School, 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, is sponsored by Jewish
Family Service (JFS) of Central New
Jersey and Edison School.

The Selma Hirschheim Fund of
JFS, the Independence Community
Foundation, the Westfield Founda-
tion, and the Ann Earle Talcott Fund
also provided funding.

Dr. Hallowell is also a lecturer and
coauthor of “Driven to Distraction,”
a book on Attention Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder, and he has also
written a book concerning the issue
to be addressed at the program.

A faculty member of the Harvard
medical School, Dr. Hallowell has

also appeared on “Oprah” and “Good
Morning America.”

Reservations are not required.
However, to attend, please call (908)
352-8375.

Christopher Academy - a Montessori school  
Joyous Education for 40 Years 

 

 

 
2 ½ years through First Grade         Half and Full-Day Programs         Summer Camp   

Montessori Teacher Education 
 

Accredited by the National Academy for the Education of Young Children 
Affiliated with the National Center for Montessori Education 

Accredited Teacher Education by the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education 

 

“The education of even a very small child does not aim at preparing him for school, but for 

Life”
 

510 Hillcrest Avenue                  1390 Terrill Road 
Westfield, NJ                             Scotch Plains, NJ  
908-233-7447         908-322-4652 
                www.christopheracademy.org                                                   NAEYC Accredited     NCME Affiliated  

Gottdenker Receives
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – Suzanne

Gottdenker, a member of the Union
College Class of 2005, has been named
to the 2002-2003 Dean’s List. She is a
Westfield resident and 2001 graduate
of Kent Place School.

Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate all of our residents
for the unique individuals they are. We believe no
two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they
want to live, from beautifully appointed
living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior
living, and it begins the day a senior walks
into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living  commu-
nity, and discover how we’re different. In
Mountainside and Westfield, we offer Assisted
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

Please join us for a FREE program:
“The Total Memory Workout”

by Dr. Cynthia Green, Physician & Author

Held at Sunrise of Westfield
on Thursday, November 13 from 3pm-4pm

RSVP 908-317-3030

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

CRAFTY BUNCH…Deerfield School in Mountainside will hold its annual Parent
Teacher Association Craft Day on Saturday, November 22, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Children will create homemade crafts, such as cards, as well seashell ornaments,
votive candleholders and decorated gingerbread cookies to keep or give as gifts.
Some crafts will include “rein-bear” gift boxes, sand-art cookies in a jar, potpourri
sachets, winter welcome door hangers and marbleized glass ornaments. Craft
prices range from $1.50 to $5 each. All children are invited to attend. For more
information, please call Sheila Hibberson at (908) 233-6150 or Lori Palladino at
(908) 301-9116. Pictured, left to right, Palladino and her daughter, Noelle, are joined
by Hibberson and her daughter, Jamie, in displaying their crafts.

Night has long been known as one of
the biggest and finest in New Jersey,”
according to WHS Principal Dr. Rob-
ert Petix.

“It is appropriate that College Night is
once again being held during American
Education Week,” noted Dr. Cas Jakubik,
WHS Director of Guidance. “Since 94
percent of our recent graduates contin-
ued their education, there is clearly a
need to provide our high school popula-
tion and their parents with a broad over-
view of colleges and universities for their
consideration. We encourage our current
students and families to attend.”

GRANT RECIPIENTS…Sonney Amluwalia, left, of Exxon Tiger Mart on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, presents a check to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal Dr. David Heisey, from the ExxonMobil Educational
Alliance as part of their national community outreach program. Mr. Amluwalia,
along with Dan Suob and Ayad Suob of the Valley Auto Care Center in Scotch
Plains, worked with Dr. Heisey to secure two $500 grants from the alliance,
which will be used to support the Student Activity Fund at SPFHS. This fund
allows pupils to participate in community and cultural events available outside
of the standard high school curriculum.

Caitlin Conroy Inducted
Into Honors Program

WESTFIELD — Caitlin Conroy, a
Westfield resident and graduate of
Westfield High School, was
one of only 14 sophomores
recently inducted into the
College of Saint Elizabeth’s
Honors Program.

Academically promising
students are admitted to the
college’s honors program
in their freshman year and
are required to complete, in
addition to their regular
studies, a rigorous and chal-
lenging course of
multidisciplinary study.
Program participants are
also required to maintain a high grade
point average and demonstrate their lead-
ership and service to the community.

After proving themselves during
their first year at the college, qualified
program participants are formally in-
ducted into the program.

Caitlin was presented with her Hon-
ors pin and she signed the college’s

Honors Register. Through her pledge,
Cailtin acknowledged her responsibil-

ity in upholding the standards
of the program, her dedica-
tion to “the ideals of scholar-
ship, leadership and service,”
and to sharing her “gifts with
the community and the
world.”

Caitlin, who is considering
a legal career, is pursuing a
double major in history and
psychology. She was awarded
an Elizabethan Scholarship in
recognition of her record of
academic excellence and com-
munity service.

She has been on the Dean’s List since
she commenced her studies at the col-
lege. Caitlin has been active in the Youth
Ministry Program at The Church of St.
Helen’s in Westfield, where she cur-
rently services as a lector.

Caitlin resides with her mother,
Mary, her father, Bob, and her brother,
Michael.

Caitlin Conroy

Invest in a Charitable Gift Annuity
from Children’s Specialized
Hospital Foundation. By doing so,
you’ll guarantee regular, lifetime
income for yourself, your spouse, or
your family – and provide America’s
largest pediatric rehabilitation hospital
with the resources it needs to help
more kids recover from traumatic
injuries and illnesses every day.

Gift Annuities start at $5,000 and
deliver a host of tax benefits. Go to
www.childrens-specialized.org/annuity
to calculate your potential annuity
income. For more information, 
call us today at 908-301-5410.

With our annuity, there’s
payback every day.

C H A R I T A B L E G I F T A N N U I T Y

150 New Providence Rd, Mountainside, NJ 07092
www.childrens-specialized.org

Children’s Specialized Hospital is an Affiliate Member 
of the Robert Wood Johnson Health System.




