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Call David for details.
Company Christmas Party

ANNUAL AWARDS...The Rotary Club of Westfield recently presented their
annual awards for vocational excellence. Pictured above, leftto right, are:
Presenter Cynthia Cuzzo; Craig Stock, Volunteer Award recipient; Helen
Rentoula, recipient of the Jimmy Coventry Award; Ronald A. Swist, DVM,
recipient of the H. Emerson Thomas Award, and President Ken Ciarrocca.

Owens Thanks Supporters,
Voters in Westfield Ward Two

Being brought up as a fan of the Chi-
cago Cubs certainly helps one cope with
defeat, though it is never easy, even
when narrowing an already record-low
margin for someone running as a Demo-
crat in Ward 2.

I offer hearty congratulations to JoAnn
Neylan on her victory in Ward 2. This
was certainly an election to confirm the
phrase we hallow as a mantra for the
rights and privileges of our American
democracy: “Every vote counts.” JoAnn
got 24 more people to visit the voting
booth and 17 more people to return ab-
sentee ballots than I did. She and her
party earned the victory, deserve the
victory.

The bad news is that only about one-
third of our constituents exercised their
precious franchise. Some cynics say this
means that in fact people really don’t
care about local issues. No matter how
much people may fuss, the skeptics say,
when it comes right down to it, most
people don’t much care how things turn
out if their back yard isn’t affected. They
expect Mayor McDermott might breathe
a sigh of relief because dissenting dis-
cussions will now be muted.

I would suggest rather that the close-
ness of the results shows there is an
undercurrent of dissatisfaction with the
traditional way of doing things. That
undercurrent feeds into an abundant well

of civic thought that I sense I tapped with
my call for a town hall forum. I think that
idea won’t easily go away. And that in
turn may push more people rather than
fewer to the polls for future local elec-
tions.

Over the course of the campaign, I
received numerous calls and e-mails from
people all over town praising my efforts,
supporting my positions. The many
people who have called or written since
Tuesday have also heartened me. Your
warmth and good wishes have made my
efforts worthwhile. Thank you. Thanks
also to the many people who helped me
with various aspects of my campaign,
and to those of you who spent gener-
ously of your time offering ideas and
encouragement as I walked Ward 2.

Several of you said, “I don’t know
how you can do this, it must be so
difficult.” Well, actually, what could be
easier and more pleasant than taking a
walk on a beautiful day (which was the
case more often than not this fall) and
chatting with your neighbors? The diffi-
cult part, the real campaign, begins now
for JoAnn.

For me, I am released back to my wife
Cathy’s custody for half-price Tuesday
nights at the Rialto. We’ll see you at the
movies.

David Owens
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Gay Pops Is A Play On Words That

Certainly Gets Your Attention
Serendipity also touched me this week

as I browsed The Leader. I readily admit
I do not read all the letters to the editor
on a weekly basis. However, this week I
did. I was quickly shocked by several
comments made in Mr. O’Brien’s letter.

First, the Gay Straight Alliance was
not started to promulgate sex of any
kind. The purpose of the group was to
encourage tolerance among groups of
different sexual persuasions. This is a
cause, which still needs incredible sup-
port, as the gay/lesbian community is
still maligned in the Westfield school
system.

You can endorse this group and still
maintain your belief in the lack of sexual
conduct before marriage, should you
choose. They are not mutually exclu-
sive, and I was genuinely offended to
think they were.

Mr. O’Brien has also chosen to fixate
on the students’ choice of language for
their fundraiser. As a parent of both a 19
year old in college and a 13 year old in the
middle school, I can attest to their desire
to challenge parental decorum. But we all
did that when we were their age.

Gay Pops is a play on words — Bos-
ton Pops, etc. Does it get your attention?
Probably yes, but isn’t that what adver-
tising is supposed to do? Good for them!
It is a fundraiser after all!

As for the analogies to drugs and
porn, quite frankly, I don’t think that any
student would try that. In fact, I found
the whole comment very disturbing. All

of the examples that were offered in-
volved illegal or illicit behavior. To
equate that with the genuine sexuality of
a young adult is completely unfair.

This leads me to my last, but perhaps
more important point. This parent has
stated that this advertisement is too much
for his young child to confront. This child
is a freshman in high school. Most chil-
dren of this age have already begun the
journey of sexual exploration in middle
school. They have engaged in minor rela-
tionships or have begun to imagine them.

Part of that real or imagined relation-
ship is rooted in who they believe they
are. If they are gay or lesbian, wouldn’t
they like to know that they are welcomed
in our community? That even includes
the “transgendered group” which seems
to be most alarming to Mr. O’Brien.

Finally, my experience has been that
our children are not as naive as we would
like to believe. However, if some fresh-
men should wander to this advertise-
ment and don’t understand what it means,
then we have an opportunity to ratio-
nally explain the terms in a non-threat-
ening way that improves our child’s
existence and protects his/her peers.

This writer is clear about letting par-
ents do this, but unfortunately many do
not or give the wrong message. If a parent
still equates a gay organization with ran-
dom or underage sex, then perhaps he/she
needs a course in this subject.

Pat Page
Westfield

TV-36 To Air 9-11
“Westfield Remembers”

WESTFIELD — After its premier
screening at last week’s WestFilm
Festival “Take 2,” the 9/11 retrospec-
tive film Westfield Remembers will
be aired on TV-36 for the remainder
of November. The program will air
Mondays and Wednesdays at 9 a.m.
and  3 and 8 p.m.

Produced, written
and directed by Eileen
O’Donnell in conjunc-
tion with Westfield
Community Television
(WCTV36), the film
chronicles the events
of 9/11 from the per-
spective of Westfield
residents involved in
the tragedy.

Ms. O’Donnell, who
serves as chair of the
TV-36 Advisory Board,
said part of her motiva-
tion to do the film was
having been in the city
that day and spending
the subsequent week in Westfield
watching the town’s reaction.

“I realized like hundreds of other
people and towns throughout the area,
Westfield had its own story to be
told,” she said. “With my background
in film and having grown up in
Westfield, I decided that I wanted to
tell that story. Also, I wanted to docu-
ment this story for the children in
Westfield that were too young to re-
member the details of what happened
after they lost their fathers in the
tragic events that day.”

The film covers such topics as the
reaction of town officials to the at-
tacks, interviews with residents who

escaped from the towers, interviews
with Westfield firefighters who were
called upon to replace a New York
City company of firefighters lost in
the collapse, the role of the rescue
squad and police department, the in-
volvement of the United Fund and

Westfield Cares with
the families of those
who were lost, and the
construction and dedi-
cation of the memo-
rial park.

“It covers a lot of
different events, but
it’s a cohesive story
that  follows the
timeline from 9/11 to
almost a year later,”
said Ms. O’Donnell,
who shot the film dur-
ing the summer and
fall of 2002.

Other contributors
to the film included
Jeanne McCurdy, Rita

Kessler, Jennifer Sentivan and Doug
Black as interviewers. Ms. O’Donnell
also shared the camera work with Doug
Black and Alan Pollack.

Ms. O’Donnell has been a resident
of Westfield for over 30 years, and
was one of the original appointments
to the TV-36 Advisory Board having
worked with the ad-hoc committee
establishing WCT. She has served as
vice chair for 2 years and chair for 2
years, and is a creative manager and
art director for Getty Images, a stock
film and photography company in New
York City. She is also vice president
and publicity chair of the Westfield
Community Band.

Eileen O’Donnell

Don’t Pave Paradise and put up a PARKING LOT!!

Come Out & Be Heard!!Final Hearings Are Scheduled!
On November 20th & December 4th, UNITE
and all Westfield residents will have a final
chance to say “NO” to Temple Emanu-El’s
proposed 150 car parking lot.  The proposed
lot is bigger than the Drug Fair Lot and does
not belong in a residential neighborhood!

The Zoning Board will invite comments
from the public so please participate in the
meetings on November 20th & December 4th
at 7:00 pm in the Municipal Building and
say NO to overdevelopment!

www.WestfieldUnite.com

Got an opinion about Westfield issues?  The parking deck?  

Traffic safety?  Partisan politics?  The Town Council?  Post a 

statement on the Westfield Concerns message board: 

http://www.voy.com/165494/ 

Westfield Concerns is a free forum for community debate.  Pass 

the Web address along to others.  Or tell them to search Google 

for “Westfield Concerns” (in quotes). 

Councilman Peter Echausse Thanks
Westfield Constituents, Supporters

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK TO WORK...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) returns to work
Wednesday in his Scotch Plains law office after winning election on November
6. Lauren Gruman, of Westfield, is pictured assisting Mr. Bramnick.

I would like to thank the First Ward
voters who re-elected me to a four-year
term on the Westfield Town Council. I am
honored to be your town representative
and I thank you for your continued trust
and confidence to serve on your behalf.

I would also like to thank my oppo-
nent, Maureen Rothfelder, for a running
a great campaign that focused on the
issues that face our town. I hope she
stays engaged in these issues and I whole-
heartedly support her if she is interested
in serving on one of our town’s volun-
teer committees.

Finally, I would like to thank the

many friends and supporters who gave
their time and effort over the past three
months. There are too many people to
list but I would like to recognize my wife
Colleen, Mike and Jackie Cash, Bob and
Betsy Stahl, Doug Fasciale, Frank Arena,
Michelle Albano, Councilman Sal
Caruana and Mayor McDermott. While
Westfield is known for its good schools,
charming downtown and beautiful neigh-
borhoods, it is the dedication and gener-
osity of its residents that make it a spe-
cial place to live and raise a family.

Councilman Pete Echausse
First Ward, Westfield




