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Councilman-Elect Ciarrocca Thanks
Voters and Campaign Supporters

Resident Thanks
The Leader/Times

For Comcast Editorial
Thank you for your very timely edito-

rial on Comcast’s cable television man-
agement. I’m sure that most of their
customers are outraged by the way that
TV channels are selected and manipu-
lated. I agree completely with your as-
sessment of their actions. I just called
Comcast because the quality of my TV
picture with many of the channels has
been seriously degraded since they
switched channel locations. I also com-
plained about the increasing use of shop-
ping channels and the almost continuous
advertising on most channels, not to
mention the 25 percent increase in fees
in the past two years.

The question is, what can we do about
it? I stopped at Assemblyman Munoz’s
office some months ago and they sug-
gested that I contact either the NJ Board
of Utilities or the FCC but I doubt that I
will get any satisfaction from this ap-
proach. We need a broad upswelling of
vocal customer dissatisfaction to wake
these people up.

John Engelhart
Westfield

I would like to thank my friends and
neighbors of Westfield’s Third Ward for
electing me to serve as councilman. Since
mid-July I have walked the ward meet-
ing as many residents as possible to
discuss issues of concern and to try to
earn your support. I am deeply honored
that you have entrusted me with the
privilege to serve as your representative.

The intense concern and passion of
residents for Westfield is one reason that
this town is a great place to live and raise
a family. I will work to improve our
quality of life, while being vigilant to
avoid changing the character of our great
town.

I would like to congratulate my oppo-

nent Dave Haas on his positive, issue
oriented campaign and for his service to
Westfield. I believe that both of us ran
campaigns of which Third Ward resi-
dents can be proud.

Our campaign involved well over 100
volunteers and supporters. I would like
to thank each of you for your generous
assistance. Finally, I would like to thank
my greatest supporters, my wife, Janet
and our sons, Robby and Jack. They
sacrificed the most over the past few
months.

Again, thank you for your trust and
confidence.

Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield

Westfielder Supports Wesley Clark
For President in 2004 Election

America has always been blessed by
the appearance of inspiring leaders at
critical junctures in our history. Whether
it was George Washington or Abraham
Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt or FDR, great
Presidents have emerged in times of
crisis to find opportunity where lesser
individuals saw only challenge. Today
our great nation is in similar need of a
leader possessing uncommon talent and
a stirring vision. Abroad we find our-
selves mired in a lonely struggle against
faceless enemies while our allies, spurned
by our current administration, have
largely chosen to remain on the side-
lines. At home the promise of economic
prosperity has been replaced by the
mushrooming deficits, irresponsible fis-
cal policy and a jobless recovery. Fortu-
nately, the next great American leader is

Letters Being Written to WF Mayor
Regarding Parking Decks are Disgraceful

ready to step to the forefront. General
Wesley Clark is a true patriot who bears
the scars of battle wounds suffered while
many prominent members or the current
administration avoided military service
in Vietnam. As the former Supreme
Commander of NATO, his gifts for stra-
tegic planning and diplomacy allowed
him to lead a multinational coalition to
victory over the forces of tyranny. His
discipline and professionalism led him
to success in private business ventures
while his keen intellect and charisma
made him an outstanding educator at
West Point. Our next President will need
all of these skills to succeed. That is why
I am supporting Wesley Clark for Presi-
dent in 2004.

Warren Rorden
Westfield

The tenor of the letters being written
in opposition to Mayor McDermott re-
garding the proposed parking decks has
become a disgrace. Although there are
intelligent arguments to be made both

for and against the construction of the
parking decks, it seems that a chosen
few would rather attack the mayor, per-
haps in hopes of achieving through in-
timidation what they have not achieved
through the democratic process. This is
particularly disappointing given the sac-
rifice made on a weekly basis by both the
mayor and the town council.

Lest anyone forget, these public ser-
vants give countless hours every week
away from their families for the grand
total of one dollar per year. Greg
McDermott, as a perfect example, has
served both as councilman and mayor
for a good number of years now, and
done so with distinction. He is a selfless
and honorable man who has lived his
whole life in Westfield and can, by ordi-
nance, receive nothing other than some
small sense of satisfaction for his tire-
less efforts on our behalf. It is by this
light that his actions should be judged.

Particularly ironic is the suggestion of
David O’Connor, that the deck will be-
come known as “McDermott’s folly” in
future years. ‘Seward’s folly’, to which
the reader refers, involved a criticism at
the time of the acquisition of Alaska,
which proved to be one of the great
bargains in American history. It just
goes to show that the old adage. ‘Those
who forget history are doomed to repeat
it’, remains true to this day.

As for this reader, I would just like to
say, Thank you, mayor, for your service
and sacrifice on behalf of Westfield.

Thomas Walsh
Westfield

Dave Owens Has
Right to be Proud

Victories are not always won in the
voting booth, much as significant con-
tributors to the quality of a town’s life
don’t always have a name plate atop a
desk in the council chamber.

When I look around and see a vibrant
downtown with a majestic theater mar-
quee, or road construction crews laying
the footings for a safer neighborhood, or
people engaged in intelligent discourse
about meaningful issues — those are
real victories. And that’s why David
Owens has a right to be immensely
proud of his accomplishments on behalf
of all the citizens of Westfield.

Rob Swadosh
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chyme – Partly digested food
2. Spoffle – To worry about small

things or trifles
3. Liphaemia – Blood deficiency
4. Manavelins – Leftovers; odds and

ends

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAPOROUS
1. Of or having taste or flavor
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Tenative; timid
4. Porous; leaky

PLANCHET
1. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A flat piece of metal ready to be

stamped as a coin
4. A small European hawk

SOLDAN
1. A woman’s dressing gown or neg-

ligee
2. A sultan or any Moslem ruler or

prince
3. Utter dismay; astonishment
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

ANTHROPOPHAGY
1. Memory loss; amnesia
2. Arthritis of the pelvis and lumbar

vertebrae
3. Cannibalism
4. A process of cleansing the body;

fasting

Are Builders Getting a Bad Rap In
Our Towns About Development?

Builders in our area have been getting bad press
over the last few years, with complaints about “shoe
horning” and about inappropriate construction of
“McMansions” – homes that just don’t fit the neigh-
borhoods. Subdividing properties, where one home
previously stood, has resulted in two or more homes
then squeezed into the location. Existing homes are
being demolished and new homes are being built as
replacements. In the course of these matters, trees
get cut down and inconveniences during construc-
tion result – such as muddy water runoff, noise, dirt
and debris.

All this represents change – and change upsets
neighbors. To many, this is an invasion of space and
quality of living. To others, this is healthy renewal
and a sign of a strong economic commitment to the
community.

Are the builders getting a “bad rap,” or is some of the
criticism deserved? Some developers and lawyers
may deserve the moniker. We think the issue goes
both ways, but that the pendulum of opinion may have
swung too far against the builders. If we keep our
perspective, then the right balance can be reached.

Consider that there are about 10,000 homes in
Westfield. Combining Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
there is a similar amount. This would also be true of
the combined total for Cranford and Mountainside.

Rejuvenation of buildings in our towns is a neces-
sary thing. Without it, the homes and other buildings
would become old and decrepit. Many of the homes
were built in the 1950s during the building boom –

marked by the construction of Cape Cod style
homes. Others of very gracious Victorian or Colo-
nial style may be 100 years old, or more.

Many of the older homes worth restoring are being
modernized because of their beauty and uniqueness.
Fortunately, the property owners think this way.
There are several architects and contractors special-
izing in this. The restorations have been remarkable.
But sometimes, it’s best just to demolish a house in
disrepair and start over. If an average home lasts 50-
100 years, then out of 10,000, 100-200 homes a year
would be required to be replaced just to stay current.
Given numbers like this, it doesn’t seem that matters
are particularly out of line.

The real issue is “are some lawyers and some
developers taking advantage of loopholes in the
zoning ordinances?” And if so, are our zoning and
engineering departments unable/unwilling to stand
up to this? For when something like this may
happen, then shoe horning, inappropriate construc-
tion and aggravating implementation can occur.

Most everything is done out in the open in our
towns. As such, we have wonderful communities.
We need builders, lawyers and renovators. By keep-
ing everything in balance, by working together,
everyone wins. When there are disagreements, talk
about them.

When some group or some party steps out of line,
make it known. Let’s not have “one bad apple spoil
the barrel.” The barrel is very sweet right now. Let’s
remember how it got this way.

Mayor Marks Won’t Forget
And Suggests You Stay Involved

WF LOWV Commends
The Westfield Leader,
Announces Seminar

The mission of the League of Women
Voters is to promote active and informed
citizen participation in government. We
therefore commend The Westfield Leader
for the comprehensive information it
provided prior to the recent election.

This year we have sponsored a series
of seminars on issues of state and mu-
nicipal government at the Westfield
Adult School, held at the High School on
Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Next
Monday, November 17, the topic will be
“Emergency Management.” Those at-
tending will learn what area agencies
and governments do in the event of an
emergency. National, State, County and
Municipal plans will be reviewed by a
panel consisting of Ben Lagagna, Union
County Director of Emergency Manage-
ment; Fire Chief John Castellano,
Westfield Disaster Coordinator; Red
Cross Executive Dennis Kinsella; and
Robert Sherr of the Health Department.
We urge all residents to attend this class,
presented as a public service.

Merry Wisler, Executive Board
League of Women Voters of the

Westfield Area

It was quite a ride while it lasted, and
while I am disappointed that I did not
prevail in last week’s state senate race
for District 22, I do look back on this
experience with a sense of pride and
accomplishment.

I knew going in that because of the
way district lines are gerrymandered to
favor incumbents, that I would have a
near impossible task in a district that has
three times as many registered Demo-
crats as Republicans. I am certainly proud
that I received a majority of votes in
seven out of the eleven communities of
the district and I am particularly hon-
ored to have received the significant
majority of votes from both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood citizens who placed their
confidence in me.

Above all, I am thankful for having
the platform to speak out on several
issues that are important to us as New
Jersey citizens, in particular the need for
reform of our unfair system of property
taxation.

Considering that for the most part our
incumbent legislators, both Democrat
and Republican, have been voted back
into office, I am a bit skeptical for the
prospect for real reform to the system

anytime soon. It is apparent to me that
citizens, especially those from Scotch
Plains, are beginning to understand that
the ultimate solution to over reliance on
the property tax is not going to be found
with your local government in the vari-
ous municipal buildings across the state
but rather rests with our governor and
legislators in Trenton.

As a result of last week’s election I
will not be able to participate in the
debate in the senate chamber at the State
House. However, in my remaining time
as Scotch Plains Mayor and beyond, I
assure you I will remain engaged on this
critical issue even if it means ranting and
raving on the outside steps of the afore-
mentioned State House! I suggest that as
property taxpaying citizens you remain
engaged as well by calling and writing
our District 22 legislators as well as the
governor.

I will never forget my experiences as
a state senate candidate and wish to
thank all those who offered moral, finan-
cial, and ultimately electoral support
along the way.

Mayor Martin Marks
Scotch Plains

Resident Says Pedestrian Safety in
Westfield Is Not All About Drivers

Since Westfielders love to talk about
cars and traffic safety, I thought I would
join in the conversation and respond to
the well written letter from Mr. Andrew
Skibitsky. To summarize, he states that
drivers should remember the laws of
physics and slow down. I agree with this
since most drivers tend to drive too fast
through downtown. I even catch myself
doing it at times. No one is perfect.
However, I suggest that the onus for
pedestrian safety is not only on drivers,
but also on the pedestrian. Why do driv-
ers have to follow the rules and pedestri-
ans do not?

The number of people (of all ages)
crossing the street in the downtown area
between cars and not in crosswalks is
astounding. I am surprised that there are
not more pedestrian accidents. We have
crosswalks for a reason. The area where
this occurs the most is near the Rialto
Theater where people cut across Broad
Street or Central just shy of the corner
and the crosswalk. Do these people know
that cars turning the corner from Central
to Broad, or visa versa, can not see
them? Are these people so lazy they can
not walk another 25 feet or less to the
corner?

Then there is the Friday or Saturday
night crowd by the Rialto. I am not
talking about just kids here. All ages of

people are wandering into the street or
better yet standing on Broad Street in
front of the Rialto out of line of site of
cars turning from Central. It is terrifying
to be a driver and come upon someone in
the road who shouldn’t be there. A few
weekends ago there was a police officer
trying to keep people back on the side-
walk. I was so happy I wanted to roll
down the window and say “Way to go!”,
but thought better of being distracted
from driving in that area. You just never
know when someone will step out into
the road in front of you. The officer was
also taking care of the other huge prob-
lem on that corner, people dropping off
their kids in front of the theater where it
is clearly marked as no stopping or stand-
ing! Again the same thing applies to cars
as it does to people in the instance.
Drivers turning on to Broad Street from
Central can not see you! I have to won-
der what these people are thinking. Do
they value their lives and the lives of
their children? Pull up around the corner
to drop off your kids and prevent being
hit from behind, splattering you and
your kids (and probably more standing
on the sidewalk) all over the place.

Pedestrians and drivers of soon to be
pedestrians should use some common
sense and follow the rules.

Sheri Nidositko
Westfield

Westfielder Refutes Letter to Editor
By Michael O’Brien On GSA

I was shocked and dismayed by the
sheer ignorance portrayed in Michael
O’Brien’s letter to the editor in the No-
vember 6 edition of The Westfield Leader.
Mr. O’Brien provided many comments
condemning the presence of Westfield
High School’s Gay-Straight Alliance
(GSA).

I grew up in Westfield, and graduated
from the high school in 1988. There was
no such thing as the GSA then. There
was, however, discrimination against
gays and lesbians as evidenced in the
flippant use of the words like “faggot,”
“queer,” and “homo.” To be called gay
was an insult to heterosexual teens, and
to be “out” and gay was dangerous.

Mr. O’Brien claims that the reason for
the GSA of Westfield is in response to “a
knee-jerk reaction to violence perpe-
trated against gay people.”  In 2001, the
number of reported hate crimes in this
country against gays and lesbians was a
staggering 1,400. Gay teenagers are two
to three times more likely to commit
suicide. Millions of teens are question-
ing their sexuality, causing a staggering
number of them to suffer from depres-
sion, anxiety and confusion.

Homosexuality is no more of a choice
to gay teens than is heterosexuality to
others. Why should our gay youth not
have the same opportunities to express
their feelings and attractions?

Young adults in schools across the
country are engaging in sexual activity,
both heterosexual and homosexual. Pro-
hibiting education about sex in schools
will only lead to a higher percentage of

unwanted pregnancy and  sexually trans-
mitted disease. This is not in any way a
vote to promote sex in the schools, but to
educate our youth so they can make
informed choices.

GSA’s are not about promoting sex.
From the GLSEN website (Gay Lesbian
and Straight Education Network):
“GSA’s are not about sex. GSA’s are
about valuing all people regardless of
whether they’re gay, straight, bisexual,
transgendered, or questioning. GSA’s
are like any other club: they offer stu-
dents with a common interest a chance to
connect and give students a respite from
the day-to-day grind of school. They’re
about creating a supportive space where
students can be themselves without fear
and making schools safer for all students
by promoting respect for everyone. A
GSA meeting is no more about sex than
any other school-sponsored activity.” It
is also illegal in this country to deny a
group from forming on school grounds,
as long as it is not disrupting the school
environment or curriculum.

WHS is not alone in having a GSA.
There are nearly 1,000 GSA’s nation-
wide, 67 groups in New Jersey!

I have returned to Westfield to raise
my two young children. I hope the
Westfield school system reinforces my
message as a parent and encourages my
children to live their lives openly and
honestly, as respectful and supportive
individuals in spite of citizens who still
choose to thrive on bigotry and hate.

Abby Saunders
Westfield

Traffic Safety Requires
All To Work Together
For many weeks months now, I have

been watching the Mayor on his weekly
show giving himself quite a pat on the
back. He seems to be very happy with the
way the process is going for a develop-
ment plan for the parking decks on the
north and south side of town. He has said
over and over again that nothing is writ-
ten in stone, and that there is plenty of
time to address the concerns of all the
town’s people.

I think that the mayor and most of the
council have put a cart on the road that
may not even have a horse attached. The
mayor has hired contractors to provide
us with the traffic study to end all traffic
studies. I suppose that somewhere within
this study there will be a magic ingredi-
ent for a potion that will solve all our
current traffic and safety issues with out
touching a single curb, or a traffic sign,
or intersection, or utility, or cross walk,
or traffic signal, or a piece of non public
property, or sewer, or stretch our police,
fire, and public works departments, etc.,
etc.

This has to be true because if you have
lived in this town or in the vicinity for
any length of time you know that the
town, the county, and the state can find
a thousand ways, and a thousand reasons
not to work together to get anything done
for traffic, public, and especially pedes-
trian safety on our roads and in our
community.

I for one will be waiting to see how the
mayor will solve all these issues, and
magically get all these entities to work
together. If he can do it for these parking
decks, I would like to have the reason
why it could not have been done for our
existing traffic, public, and pedestrian
safety issues over the years.

If the mayor wants a real pat on the
back, put the cart away for a while and
forget the magic potion. Role up his
sleeves and get to work on some of our
existing problems. I would bet that there
is quite a list to work from. You never
know, he might even find the way to
work together with the county and state
and all the other entities on his own.

John Baker
Westfield

Stender Thanks Voters
In the 22nd District

I would like to thank the voters of the
22nd District for your support on Novem-
ber 4. I greatly appreciate the trust that
you have instilled in me and I am honored
to be representing you in Trenton.

It has been a pleasure serving the
residents of our district for the past two
years. I have worked hard to sponsor
effective legislation that strengthens our
communities and safeguards residents. I
am confident that the next two years will
be a successful and productive time for
our district.

I look forward to working with Sena-
tor-elect Nicholas Scutari and Assem-
blyman Jerry Green to support compre-
hensive legislation that makes our state
a better place to live. I thank you for your
support.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
Fanwood
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