
Page 20  Thursday, November 13, 2003 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

With Michelle Le Poidevin
Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:
Some TV Show Cancellations Prove SexSome TV Show Cancellations Prove SexSome TV Show Cancellations Prove SexSome TV Show Cancellations Prove SexSome TV Show Cancellations Prove Sex

Doesn’t Sell, But It Should Work On Rte. 22Doesn’t Sell, But It Should Work On Rte. 22Doesn’t Sell, But It Should Work On Rte. 22Doesn’t Sell, But It Should Work On Rte. 22Doesn’t Sell, But It Should Work On Rte. 22

WWWWWestfilm Festfilm Festfilm Festfilm Festfilm Festivestivestivestivestival Eal Eal Eal Eal Educates Aspiringducates Aspiringducates Aspiringducates Aspiringducates Aspiring
WWWWWriters, Priters, Priters, Priters, Priters, Prrrrroducers; Launches Caroducers; Launches Caroducers; Launches Caroducers; Launches Caroducers; Launches Careerseerseerseerseers

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fuddruckers shutting down its Route 22 location didn’t cause me to
jam on the brakes, pull over and nostalgically croon the theme song
from The Way We Were. (Good chocolate milkshakes, bad date experi-
ence). However, it wasn’t until a coworker informed me that the burger
Mecca would be replaced by Hooters that I felt nauseated enough to

cough up all of those milkshakes
and cringe with repulsion.

The poor ratings and cancellation
of NBC’s swinging comedy/drama
“Coupling” and FOX’s “Skin,”
which reeked of a “Romeo and
Juliet” rip-off, seemed to spell-out
the demise of a “sex sells” mental-
ity, but before jamming on those
brakes, we got slapped with the
opening of this Hookers…I mean,
Hooters franchise. And, you thought
Victoria’s Secret on East Broad Street
was something to squawk about.
This is real slime, folks – one short
turn off of Lawrence Avenue (if you

are a Westfielder) and anywhere from Scotch Plains.
In a 1998 case, a former Hooters waitress and Lansing, Mich. native got

suspended because she sent a note to a customer who stiffed her on a bill,
requesting proper payment. The customer was miffed because his wife
found out he had frequented the Florida franchise. Defending her integrity
(what little integrity is exposed from teeny orange hot pants and busty tops),
Pederson got a book deal out of the experience. Another waitress sued
because she was awarded a toy Yoda doll instead of the Toyota she was
promised in a Hooters contest in Panama City Beach, Fla. She didn’t
appreciate being mocked, so she took the goons to court. Good for her.

Tired of having her derriere pinched, being propositioned by her
bosses, and forced to enter bikini contests as “punishment”, another
Hooters waitress put her stilettoed foot down and earned $275,000 for her
embarrassment and assault. The atmosphere at Hooters, said the Ken-
tucky waitress, was degrading – almost matching a similar experience in
South Carolina Hooters, where, instead of being supported by her
subordinates, got an eyeful when her boss exposed himself.

Continued on Page 19

                                Lisa Basile for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RARE MOVIE-GOING EXPERIENCE...The Westfilm Festival afforded audi-
ences the rare opportunity to appreciate the efforts of independent filmmakers,
and might have helped launch a couple of careers. Actor Marc Coppola stands,
center, with Westfilm co-creators Peter Paul Basler and William McMeekan,
Jr., while teenagers anxiously await one of the screenings in the lobby of the
Rialto Theatre in Westfield.
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Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It all began while
he was asleep, according to photog-
rapher Walter Choroszewski.

One morning a little over a year
ago, he awoke from a dream in which
he had produced a book on Westfield.

The result, a hardcover coffee-table
style book titled “Westfield: A Cel-
ebration of Community” will soon
be available for Westfielders and non-
Westfielders alike to enjoy. The book
is being distributed exclusively by
the Education Fund of Westfield,
which will be the beneficiary of the
proceeds of the sale.

From cover to cover, “Westfield:
A Celebration of Community” is
filled with over 100 color photo-
graphs depicting the city in all its
glory. Spanning all four seasons, the
photographs portray Westfield’s
people, activities and events through
the course of a full calendar year.

“I call it my journalistic view of
the life and times of Westfield,” com-
mented Choroszewski from his home
in Bridgewater.

This is the 14th published pictorial
book for the world-renown photog-
rapher whose works have often ap-
peared in New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine. Areas of Hunterdon County
and Buck County, Pa. are among the
locations featured in Choroszewski’s
other photography books. Many of
his site books have been used as
fundraisers.

“Westfield: A Celebration of Com-
munity,” which Choroszewski also
calls a “feel good picture book,”
consists of full color digital pictures
with minimal captions. History buffs
will especially want to take note of
an additional section on Westfield’s
history, including historical photo-
graphs contributed by the Westfield
Historical Society.

The winners of a June 2003 photo
contest sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) are
also included in the book.

His own publishing company, Aes-
thetic Press, which he started in 1985,
and runs with his wife, Susan, a
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former elementary school teacher,
publishes all of Choroszewski’s pho-
tographic essays.

“We started the business as a way
to control the publishing of our own

Walter Choroszewski

projects,” explained the self-taught
photographer.

Choroszewski does not pursue per-
sonal portrait photography, preferring in-
stead to concentrate on locations and
photography for his corporate clients. He
is also known for his photographic calen-
dars.

“The proceeds from the sale of
“Westfield: A Celebration of Commu-
nity” will enable The Education Fund of
Westfield to continue providing resources
to enhance programs for the students of
Westfield Public Schools,” Education Fund
of Westfield President Darielle Walsh told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

“Westfield: A Celebration of Com-
munity” will be available for sale late
November for $25. Limited copies will
be available for sale at The Town Book
Store, Classic Thyme, and the DWC
Office, 105 Elm Street.

For more information, please con-
tact the EFW at (908) 317-9813 or
edfundwestfield@comcast.net.

The lawyer in that case charged,
“Hooters put its female employ-
ees at risk of sexual harassment
through its uniforms it required
them to wear and the marketing of
its restaurants.” Having your butt
slapped, being flashed and ver-
bally abused and mocked by your
employer is a horrible way to earn
money for college. I guess work-
ing at the student union or library,
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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –
Somehow, Grace
McDonald manages to
do it all.

The mother of five
children, she works as a
fourth grade teacher in
the Westfield public
school district, and still
forces herself to make
time to pursue her pas-
sion — oil painting and
pastels. And it is not
that simple.

In order to create her
artwork, MacDonald
must first take photo-
graphs of the scenes
she wants to compose
on canvas, sometimes
awaking pretty early in
the morning to make
sure that the lighting is
just so. If raising a fam-
ily, working full-time,
and creating her paint-
ings do not consume
enough of her time, she
takes art classes at the
New Jersey Visual Arts
Center in Summit, un-
der the inspirational
eye of contemporary
realist Valerie Larko.

As a child,
MacDonald was for-
tunate to have been
raised in a home where creativity
was a virtue. She described her
mother as the “artistic type”, who set
an example with her own talent in the
areas of fashion design and portrai-
ture. Encouraged by her parents,
Grace began to take art classes while
attending high school in her native
Hudson County, and went on to
graduate college in Jersey City with
a minor in fine arts.

MacDonald even had the immea-
surable experience of studying art
abroad, in Florence, Italy at a sum-
mer institute.

Her love of children motivated her
to major in education. However, when
she continued her own education,
she decided it was time to revisit her
pursuit of art.

During those years
in graduate school,
MacDonald was
more interested in
filmmaking and pho-
tography. She took
classes at the Art
Student’s League in
New York as well. It
was immediately fol-
lowing her graduate
studies that she “de-
viated” for awhile.
She used her creativ-
ity to pursue an inter-
est in writing, but she
retuned to her true
calling.

The only break
from it all came when
Grace raised her chil-
dren. During that
time, she relied only
on her sketching,
something she could
do rather quickly.
This was an area in
which she had to de-
velop her skills and
passion, as drawing
in her earlier years at
school did not please
her.

When she re-
turned, in the past
three or four years, to
painting, MacDonald
said that “it all started
clicking.” And click
it does, straight from

the camera to the canvas, her works
are primarily scenes from nature and
gardens.

MacDonald developed her own
pointillistic style, inspired by her
high regard for Georges Seurat, who
developed pointillism, and for Monet,
the founder of Impressionism. Her
multiple trips to Europe, and much
time spent in museums here and
abroad, only deepened her apprecia-
tion of this style, leaving quite an
“impression” on MacDonald.

Her passion for her work is evident
in her use of colors. The intentional
use of bright, sometimes iridescent
colors evokes happiness both for
MacDonald in the creative process,
and for the admirer of her paintings.

“Seeking the Light,”
Grace MacDonald

“Fall Foliage,”
Grace MacDonald

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The second anni-
versary of Westfilm Film Festival
lasted three days, with two evenings
of independent films presented at the
Rialto Theatre and a free panel dis-
cussion on independent filmmaking
at Westfield High School (WHS).

Offering a myriad of projects rang-
ing from short films, claymation shorts,
documentaries, and full-length feature
films, the festival also included a pub-
lic question and answer session with
Marc Coppola, the nephew of renowned
director Francis Ford Coppola.

Writer and director Peter Paul
Basler and William McMeekan, Jr.
collaborated on a variety of projects,
such as 2002’s full-length film Just
Add Pepper.

“We started Westfilm to highlight
projects that we had created, but you
can’t make a movie every year, so we

expanded Westfilm this year, and we’ve
been so proud of the amount of talent
that we have been able to assemble,”
Basler told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “If
we can inspire others to make movies
or shorts or write scripts or get in-
volved in TV, then we’ve accomplished
a lot.”

An independent film writer, direc-
tor, and producer, Basler can been
credited for Just Add Pepper, Reality
and Stuff, and an upcoming film titled,
As Cool As Jennifer, which is await-
ing editing completion and may come
to the Rialto in 2004. He also works in
the WHS television department and
with TV-36.

On Monday night, audiences
viewed five shorts and Reality and
Stuff. Eager Westfield teens were
supportive of their local peers who
were given the chance to present
their work on the big screen.

WHS television program student
John Kern stated, “Some of the direc-
tors are high schoolers, and I’d like to
see what they’ve accomplished. I know
that independent films aren’t done
traditionally…so I’d like to see what
is out there, pertaining to the broad
spectrum of motion picture entertain-
ment.”

Monday’s festival began with a
short by 16-year-old Edecio Martinez,
The Aids Quilt Memorial, which fo-
cused on the AIDS epidemic and a
quilt sewn by the victims’ families.

Martinez said, “When I found out
about the AIDS clinic in Kean, I brought
my camera and thought it was a great
opportunity.”

Six minutes long, the short simply
and effectively provided facts about
the disease and shone a tasteful light
on the familial grief and closure with
which the quilt has been associated.

The next short, Chimera by Doug
Shineman was by far the most pro-
foundly written and carefully edited
short presented Monday night. The
image sequences vacillate between
one young man’s illusions, dreams
and perception of reality. The narra-
tion accompanied the clever visual
effects with intelligence and believ-
ability.

Battle Against FOP, by Sean
Devaney, a 2003 WHS graduate, is a
documentary about a rare genetic dis-
ease Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP) and the true struggle
of Westfielder Whitney Weldon and
her family. The 50-minute documen-
tary explored the devastating steps
taken to confront the truth of FOP.

A very thorough film, it included
interviews with the Weldons, their
doctors, and a look at the fundraising
and support network. It was a truly
moving piece that covered every as-
pect of FOP very tastefully.

The next three films were light
hearted and comedic. In Search of
Buddy Girl by Kevin Johnson was
mindlessly entertaining and lacked
effort compared to the other films.
About one student’s search for love
using Instant Messenger, this film,
although a bit funny because of its
realistic look at the pathetic world of
Internet love, failed to stand out.

I Don’t Care How Good A film

Reservoir Dogs Was by WHS student
Steve Fromtling was the last short.
Lasting almost eight minutes, the
claymation film was nothing short of
a brilliantly bizarre storyline with
masterful editing and clever com-
edy. Sean Connery, who happens to
be God, appears to Steve Buscemi to
deliver a quest to punch Quentin
Tarantino in the stomach for ruining
his own films. Void of pretentious-
ness and boredom, this short was
certainly original, making Chimera
a close second best.

Monday’s lineup of shorts ended
with Reality and Stuff, played by
Possible Side Effects improvisational
comedy group. A burlesque look at
the stereotypical characters of a fail-
ing reality television program,
Basler’s short humorously exposes
the exaggerated truth of these shows.

Basler’s cast could not be more
perfect. Each actor depicts reality

television characters perfectly, while
the editing and production master-
fully mimics MTV-style cuts, transi-
tions and intrusions.

Reality and Stuff was so entertain-
ing because of the highly skilled
actors who stayed in character and
remained hilarious throughout the
film without a script, for this film
was completely improvised.

What was the most difficult aspect
of creating Reality and Stuff?

“Fifty-five hours of tape cut down
to 85 minutes that had to be funny
and make sense and look profes-
sional,” explained Basler. And that it
did. Devaney, Shineman, Johnson
and McMeekan also participated in
the film’s production.

Tuesday night’s panel discussion
included Basler, McMeekan, writer
and director Kenneth Waldell, improv
actor Matt Donnelly, and stage and
screen actor David Ranson.

“I think that everyone’s input was
exclusively valuable,” said Martinez.
“Any young independent filmmaker
that wanted to know about film mak-
ing should have gone.”

Cold Guilt, a short written and di-
rected by Nick Pavano about two de-
tectives who struggle finding a serial
killer, kicked off the festival’s last
evening. The first film of the night, it
was fortunately the easiest to forget.
There was little originality in the script
and the direction. However, action films
always have some sort of appeal.

A teenager, Pavano, said, “I know
what kids like. Kids like action. Kids
like powerful movies.” Was this an
action film? To say that would be a
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NEWARK – Local musicians will
perform on November 14 and 16 at
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC).

The 2003 All-State Chorus in-
cludes Westfield resident Nicholas
Williams, Scotch Plains residents
Matthew Capodicasa, Stephen
Carroll, Eddie Han, Abraham Hiatt,
Nicholas Mondi, Tuan Long Nguyen
and Ian Walker, as well as Fanwood
resident Jillian Prefach.

Local members of the 2003 All-
State Orchestra include Eric Lin and
Maria Valla of Berkeley Heights, as
well as Westfielders Carl Baron, Mat-
thew Leong, Eunice Park and Donald
Williams. Westfield resident Christo-
pher Veldeman will perform as a mem-
ber of the All-State Jazz Ensemble.

                                                                                                                                              Photos Courtesy of Walter Choroszewski
FROZEN IN TIME...Bridgewater photographer Walter Choroszewski has captured some of the landscapes and cherished
moments known to residents in “Westfield, A Celebration of Community.” Proceeds will benefit projects sponsored by the
Education Fund of Westfield. Cropped and pictured, above, are some of Choroszewski’s photos.

Artists Gallery of Gifts
Friday, November 14th • 12-4pm & 7-10pm

Saturday, November 15th • 10am-5pm
Sunday, November 16th • 11am-4pm

603 Clark St.  Westfield, NJ
Giftware • Holiday Accents • Linens • Wearable Art

Fine Art • Pottery • Sterling Silver & Handcrafted Jewelry
Handpainted Kitchen Accessories • Mosaics

Washi Paper Eggs and Candles & Christmas Wares for the Holidays

Bring a Friend and Enjoy Shopping in our 1881 Victorian Home

Pam Newell, Hostess
908-654-3614

• FALL COLLECTION •




