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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 552-5007
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Snap Shots of Westfield
A Family Owned Business

908-389-1003 222. E. Broad St.  Westfield NJ

      Develop 2 rolls of film and receive 

     50% off  the second roll with this ad.

Authorized Dealer   Nikon, Canon, Pentax, Olympus 

We buy, sell & trade new and used equipment 

Let us help you discover the world through 
                             the lens of a camera.

Specializing in Digital and Traditional

Photography, Photo Restoration, 

Passport Photos, and High Quality 

1-Hour Photo Developing

My fi rst 
check order 

was free.
Really free.

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of checks…

free on-line banking and bill payment.

Now’s the perfect time to sign up!!!
Although this offer is for new account holders only, we have similar 

great options for our current customers. Call 1-800-522-4100 
to get started…or stop in one of Valley’s 129 offi ces.

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

www.valleynationalbank.com   1-800-522-4100

Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2003 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

MEREDITH SAVES TEN, MOHAMMED NETS WINNER

Linden Soccer Boys Topple
Raiders, 1-0, for UCT Title

BAKER RUSHES FOR 212 YARDS, TWO TOUCHDOWNS

Raiders Win Battle of Tribes,
Quiet Warrior Gridmen, 13-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three turned out to be a charm for
the Linden High School boys soccer
team. After losing twice, 4-1, and 3-
1, to No. 3-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the second-seeded Tigers
got a first half goal from their go to
man, Awal Mohammed, and toppled

the top-seeded Raiders, 1-0, to claim
the Union County Championship at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on No-
vember 9.

In several games, earlier in the
season, the 20-2-1 Raiders seemed
to come out flat in the first half
before getting their rhythm in the
second half. Hoping to break that

habit, prior to the game, Raider Co-
Captain Ryan Breznitsky huddled
the team together and requested,
“Let’s don’t come out flat!”

The Raiders may not have been as
flat as in previous games, but the
charged up 11-6-1 Tigers got the
jump and carried the action to the
Raiders’ defense most of the first
half. Raider freshman goalie Bryan
Meredith, who has recorded 14 shut-
outs this season, made two spectacu-
lar saves within the first 10 minutes
and finished the half with five saves.
By game’s end, he would add five
more saves, including a leaping save.

“He’s the best goalkeeper in the
county. By the time he is a senior,
everybody and his brother will want
him,” claimed Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky.

Linden sophomore goalie Rani
Sbeah put on a great performance
and also had 10 saves – seven in the
second half.

The lone goal came with 7:23 re-
maining in the first half when
Mohammed broke down the left side
and ripped a shot into the right cor-
ner.

“He’s their goal scorer. They look
to play everything to him. It was

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sloppy field conditions threatened
a sloppy performance between the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team and host Watchung
Hills on November 7. Rhythm-
breaking penalties, dropped passes
and missed assignments ruled the
first half, but the 7-1 Raiders and
halfback Kyle Baker, assisted by
fine blocking and his personal posi-
tive attitude, took control in the
second half to defeat the 2-6 War-
riors, 13-0.

Baker, who was stymied to only
26 yards rushing on 10 carries in the
first half, exploded for 186 yards
rushing on 22 carries in the second
half, including two touchdown (TD)
runs, for a total of 212 yards. Quar-
terback Dan LaForge was on the
mark with his passing, but several
were simply dropped; however, he
did complete three of nine in the
first half and made 11 attempts over-
all for 71 yards. One completion
was a 60-yarder to Matt Powers to
the Warrior two-yard line, but a
clipping penalty brought the ball
back to the 34.

“They were shutting down the run.
We tried passing, but in these slip-

pery conditions, it was hard. We made
adjustments after the first half and it
worked out for us in the second half,”
said Baker.

“The field was messy. I thought it
would take away some of our speed,
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Sloppy fields equalizes
teams, but our kids did a good job. In
the end, we had to run the ball at
them. We threw the ball well in the
first half, some nice passes, some
dropped passes but we had to take

over the second half and run the ball
because that is what we are.”

Ciccotelli added, “We had a clip
called back. That took some momen-
tum out of us. Someone missed a
blocking assignment. We made a lot
of mistakes, dropping balls, penal-
ties, the whole thing; but in the sec-
ond half, we controlled it and took
over. I’m proud of these guys.”

Last year, the Raiders were baffled
by the Warriors’ single-wing offense

‘COC’GETS 2 TDs; DOWLING INTS, RECOVERS FUMBLE

Football Blue Devils Go for 2,
Held Back, 20-19, by Farmers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Drama at its best was played out in
a clash between the Westfield High
School football team and once-de-
feated host Union on November 8.
After scoring a touchdown (TD) with

2:23 remaining, making the score,
20-19, Union, and tempted by a Farm-
ers’ offside penalty, the Blue Devils
decided to put it all on the line and
went for the two-point conversion
for the win but, unfortunately, came
up short.

Blue Devil quarterback Jan
Cocozziello – pronounced (Coco-
Zee-L-O) – opened up the passing
game and had 10 completions in 19
attempts for 138 yards. He also had
10 carries for 54 yards, including a
four-yard TD run and the 31-yard TD
run on fourth-and-three that set up
the dramatic ending with him carry-
ing around the right side.

“We had to go for the win! It’s a
high school football game. Our play-
off position isn’t really going to be
affected,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina. “Once we had
the yard, I thought we could make
the yard with a little sprint out. If
anything, we would have the option
of Jan running or throwing. It’s usu-
ally a pretty good option. He is a
great player.”

Halfback Tyshon Blackmon rushed
for 55 yards on 12 carries, including
a four-yard TD run, and added two
receptions for 10 yards. Tight end
Bryan Power had three receptions
for 55 yards and halfback Sam Kim
had a 27-yard reception. Tight end
Terrence Bryant had an 11-yard re-
ception and also blocked an extra-
point attempt. Fullback Marc
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEEPING AROUND THE RIGHT SIDE…Blue Devil quarterback Jan Cocozziello, No. 12, sweeps right and gets some
blocking from Giuseppe Insigna, No. 73. Cocozziello scored two touchdowns against the Farmers on November 8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPECTING A SCORE…After a throw in, Raider Jaime Mannino, No. 16, has
a clear shot after the Linden goalie falls down. Unfortunately, an official ruled
Mannino off sides.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR TD NO. 2…Raider halfback Kyle Baker, No. 33, gets a great block
from Travis Boff and slingshots 31 yards for his second TD against the Warriors.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Quarterback Dan LaForge


