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Completion of AT&T
Cellular Presentation
Will End Next Month

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

A hearing on AT&T’s application
to install cellular antennas on a
PSE&G tower near La Grande Av-
enue, adjacent to Brohm Place, con-
tinued at the October 29 Fanwood
Planning Board meeting.

While AT&T had intentions of
completing its presentation at the
meeting, it was decided that the
applicant’s radio frequency expert
would need to meet with the
borough’s expert before the board
could make a decision on the appli-

cation.
Michael Levine, an attorney rep-

resenting AT&T, advised the board
at the outset of the meeting that
although his client had presented all
of their witnesses at the August meet-
ing, they would be presenting a re-
vised site plan at the board’s request
and its experts were available to an-
swer any additional questions.

At the August meeting, AT&T pro-
posed placing 12 cellular antennas,
at a height of 118 feet, on the 126-
foot tower. Additionally, a fenced in
equipment compound would be built
at the base of the tower, measuring
approximately 10 feet by 25 feet.
The carrier claims the installation is
necessary due to a significant gap in
coverage which exists for their cellu-
lar customers.

Mr. Levine stated that his client is
requesting a use variance; as the
antennas are not permitted in a resi-
dential zone a height variance, as the
antennas would be mounted higher
than the 35-foot maximum allowed,
and a bulk variance, as the equip-
ment compound would be less than
the required 50 feet from an existing
gas line.

Anthony Suppa, the applicant’s
engineer, presented the revised plan,
which incorporated suggestions the
board made at the last meeting. Re-
visions made to the plan included
paving the apron to the gravel drive-
way, which would be used for the
applicant’s maintenance vehicles, as

Fanwood Planning  Board’s Approval
Of Cellular Installation Overturned

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

At a special meeting last week, the
Fanwood Borough Council over-
turned the Planning Board’s June 25
approval of Verizon’s application to
install cellular antennas on a PSE&G
tower near North and Elm Avenues.
The council’s action arose from an
appeal filed by 42 neighbors living
near the proposed site.

Last summer, Verizon filed for a
use variance to install antennas in the
residential neighborhood, claiming
that it was necessary, as a significant
coverage gap existed for its local
wireless customers. In addition to
the installation of antennas, Verizon
proposed building an equipment
housing compound, measuring 34
by 18 feet, to be covered by an eight-

foot canopy and enclosed by a seven-
foot-high, board on board fence.

During the course of the Planning
Board hearings, residents expressed
concerns regarding the impact the
installation would have on their prop-
erty values, the character of the com-
munity and the safety of their chil-
dren.

At the hearing last week, the resi-
dents went before the council and
stated why the Planning Board’s de-
cision should be overturned.

Patricia Vitale of Patterson Road
advised that the decision was made
in disregard of the number one goal
of the borough’s wireless communi-
cations’ ordinance, which is to pro-
tect residential areas from the nega-
tive impact of such installations.

Raymond Scully of Oak Court
noted neighborhood children use the
fields under the power lines and that
the base station presents a hazard to
children who may attempt to scale
the fence or play with the cables.

“Why should a potential hazard be
located in the middle of a children’s
play area,” he asked.

James Buckley of Patterson Road
spoke of the aesthetic impact of the
installation, claiming that Verizon
intends to remove the trees around
the tower, which is currently almost
completely camouflaged. He stated
that the installation of the base sta-
tion, along with the removal of the
trees, would industrialize the park-
like setting of the neighborhood.

“Spare the industrialization of our
quiet Fanwood neighborhood,” he
said.

His wife, Julie Buckley, stated the
Planning Board did not consider the
potential for other carriers to co-
locate on the tower, which would
also require the building of addi-
tional base stations on the property
and would further devalue their
homes.

Patterson Road resident, Chris

DEM Freeholder Incumbents Keep
9-0 Rule; GOP Had ‘Rough Night’

By MATT MARINO and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Voters returned Union County
Democratic Freeholders Deborah
Scanlon, Alexander Mirabella and
Chester Holmes to new three-year
terms on the Freeholder Board on
Tuesday.

The three incumbents’ victories
over Republicans Stuart Kline, Bob
Reilly and Ken Haynes means a con-
tinued 9-0 Democratic majority on
the county’s governing body.

Unofficial returns showed Mrs.
Scanlon, the Freeholder Board Chair-
woman, with 36,010 votes, Mr.
Mirabella with 35,642 votes and Mr.
Holmes with 34,528 votes. Mr. Kline
garnered 27,909 votes while Mr.
Reilly, the Mayor of Winfield, re-
ceived 27,693 votes and Mr. Haynes
received 27,151 votes.

Independent candidate Joseph
Renna received 4,578 votes.

For the Democrats, the evening
began with little fanfare. Soon after
the polls closed at 8 p.m., County
representatives and members of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee slowly filed in to L’Affaire on
Route 22 to monitor the voting re-
turns. The returns were apparently
coming in at a snail’s pace, and many
attendees asked if any official an-
nouncements had been made.

Within the next hour, however, it
was clear that the incumbents had
won. The victorious trio of Freehold-
ers Scanlon, Holmes and Mirabella
soon arrived to a celebration featur-
ing many other winning candidates.
The victors included State Senator
Raymond Lesniak, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, Assemblyman Jerry
Green, as well as Fanwood Mayor-
Elect Colleen Mahr and Council-

man-Elect Jack Molenaar.
In giving his victory speech, Free-

holder Mirabella thanked the many
supporters that helped return the
Democrats to office. He indicated
that he looked forward to continuing
the goals of the Freeholder Board.

“We are going to continue to do a
great job for the citizens of Union
County,” he said.

Freeholder Holmes, likewise, ac-
knowledged the many supporters that
helped make the freeholder cam-
paign successful. In a moment of
levity, Freeholder Holmes mentioned
that he was upset that the Republi-
cans discussed closing Runnells Spe-

cialized Hospital because, “pretty
soon, I am going to be in that hospi-
tal.”

Noting that she was losing her
voice due to the events of the day,
Freeholder Scanlon echoed the pre-
vious comments made by her col-
leagues. She said she also greatly
anticipated serving the residents of
Union County for another three years.

“We’re going to give you another
three years of great government,”
she exclaimed.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Ronald Frigerio told a crowd of
several dozen at The Westwood in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scutari Victorious Over Marks
In District 22 Senate Race

By MATT MARINO and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Democrats swept the 22nd Legis-
lative District races on Tuesday, with
Nicholas Scutari defeating Martin
Marks in the State Senate race and
incumbent Assembly members Linda
Stender and Jerry Green winning
reelection.

Prior to the votes from Linden,
Rahway and Plainfield being
counted, the three legislative races
were basically even, but the over-
whelming votes from the three Demo-
cratic strongholds put the Democrats

over the top by 9:45 p.m. on Tuesday
night.

Mr. Scutari, a Union County Free-
holder, defeated Mr. Marks, the
Mayor of Scotch Plains, by about
3,600 votes, according to unofficial
returns. The Democrats won over-
whelmingly in Mr. Scutari’s home-
town of Linden, as well as in Rahway
and Plainfield.

Mr. Marks won 60 percent of the
votes in Scotch Plains and was also
victorious in Fanwood and five other
municipalities in the 11-town dis-
trict.

Just as it was one year ago, the
Democrats once again successfully
brought a candidate to victory on
extremely short notice. Following
Senator Joseph Suliga’s withdrawal
from the race, the Democrats
scrambled to find a suitable replace-
ment, finally deciding on Mr. Scutari.

In an attempt to prevent the candi-
date switch, Mr. Marks and the Re-
publican Party filed suit in Union
County. When the court ruled in fa-
vor of the Democrat party, the Re-
publicans appealed to the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court and even to the
United States Supreme Court, each
time being rejected.

On Tuesday evening, Mr. Scutari
arrived at L’Affaire in Mountainside
to celebrate his victory with the Union
County Democrat Committee. The
committee was largely responsible
for getting his campaign in order,
and he expressed relief that the pro-
cess was over and that he was able to
come out on top.

In his victory speech, an obviously
exhausted Mr. Scutari acknowledged
all of his supporters, particularly
those who convinced him to seek
election.

“I want to thank Charlotte
DeFilippo for all she’s done,” said
Mr. Scutari, who also expressed grati-
tude to State Senator Raymond
Lesniak and John Gregorio, the
mayor of Linden. Mr. Scutari also
extended appreciation to Senator
Suliga, for assisting him with his
campaign.

“I couldn’t have done it without
Joe Suliga,” commented Mr. Scutari.

In closing, Mr. Scutari expressed
his anticipation of serving as a State
Senator, and looked forward to get-
ting started immediately.

“We’ll make you proud,” said Mr.
Scutari.

Jeff Siegel for The Times
ACCEPTANCE SPEECH...District 22 Senate candidate Nicholas Scutari, left,
gave his victory speech at L’Affaire in Mountainside on Tuesday night with his
wife, Karolina, at his side.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SMILING FACES...The Democrats in Fanwood celebrated their wins for
mayor and council on Tuesday night. Pictured from left to right are: Freeholder
Al Mirabella, Councilman-elect Jack Molenaar, Mayor-elect Colleen Mahr,
Councilwoman-elect Donna Dolce and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times
A SAD NIGHT...The Fanwood Republicans lost their bid for reelection on
Tuesday night. Pictured, from the left to right are: Councilman Dave Trumpp,
Mayor Louis Jung and Council President Joel Whitaker.

Fred Rossi for The Times
CONCESSION SPEECH...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks prepares to
concede to Freeholder Nicholas Scutari in the race for the District 22 Senate
seat.

Democrats Sweep Races in Fanwood;
Capture Mayoral, Two Council Seats
By ELIZABETH CORRELL and

SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Democrats celebrated the
victory of Mayor-elect Colleen Mahr,
along with council members-elect Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce, at the
South Street Café on Tuesday night.

The restaurant was filled to capac-
ity with supporters, friends and fam-
ily, who toasted the winners among
red, white and blue balloons. Also in
attendance were Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell and Union County
Freeholder incumbent Al Mirabella.

Many supporters termed the win a
“landslide” and credited the over 50
percent voter turnout to the three can-
didates listening to residents’ concerns
about the downtown redevelopment
plan and escalating property taxes.

The news came in at 8:30 p.m. that
the Democrat team had won with their
victory, the Democrats have reversed
the GOP’s current 5-2 edge on the
governing body. Final vote counts, not
including absentee ballots, were as fol-
lows: In the mayor’s race, Mrs. Mahr
won 1,436, with Republican incum-
bent Louis Jung receiving 985.

For the two contested council seats,
Mr. Molenaar captured 1,442 votes,

while Ms. Dolce garnered 1,419.
Their Republican challengers, Coun-
cilmen Joel Whitaker and David
Trumpp, received 929 and 972 votes,
respectively.

In her speech congratulating the
candidates, Assemblywoman Stender
stated, “I was thinking about the

amount of blood, sweat and tears
that goes into any campaign, and
how much work it takes on the part of
everybody to make this happen.

“But, more than anything, what it
comes down to at the very end is the
message and messenger. And this
year, we had the most dynamic set of

messengers in Colleen Mahr, Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce, and they
did an excellent job of delivering the
message that we have to deal with
taxes and our downtown, and they
are going to give us a town that we
love, and are going to be proud of,
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

...Stops Here

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

I’m worth
3 Holiday

Bucks

I’m worth
3 Holiday

Bucks

Redeem  your
Holiday Bucks

Nov 7th-
Nov 16th!

“Spanky”
The black

Nosed Terrier

The Pup

It’s Holiday Buck time at Williams. Now 
through November 16th you can redeem your 
Holiday Bucks. Holiday Bucks can be used for 
up to 50% of your purchase on any items at 
our nursery including hundreds of new holiday 
items in our gift shop.

We’ve changed the rules for the holiday 
bucks to save you even more $$$. You can 
now use your bucks on items that are on 
sale. So take advantage of Nursery stock  
and other items that have already  
reduced.

Even if you haven’t collected any blooming 
bucks yet, you can use this ad for $3 worth 
of them. (Sorry only one ad per person). 

We’re sorry but due to a previous 
engagement Spanky will not be signing 
autographs.
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AT&T
Moore, noted that the installation
would clearly impact their property
values, while Susan Gottier of 33
Elm Avenue stated that the proposed
installation would make the neigh-
borhood look like a “telecom strip
mall” and that she would be seeking
tax relief from the borough for living
across from an industrial site.

Verizon’s council, Richard
Stanzione stated that although chil-
dren may play on the field – it is not
a park – but PSE&G property. He
noted that Verizon only planned to
cut down four small trees to build the
equipment cabinet. He believed the
application promoted the goal of the
borough’s wireless communications’
ordinance, since it did not require a
new tower.

Planning Board attorney, Robert
Mega, noted that although their de-
cision was not a popular one, the
board made a well-reasoned deci-
sion based on the law. He said that it
is their duty to weigh the public
interest versus the detriment of the
application. The board recognized
that Verizon has a duty under the law
to fill the coverage gap and after
weighing the negative aspects of the
application, they felt that solving the
communication problem outweighed
the detrimental effects of the instal-
lation.

Although the Council had until
November 10 to reach a decision,
Council President Joel Whittaker
weighed in with his decision at the
conclusion of the hearing and voted
to overturn the board’s approval. He
said that although the applicant had
demonstrated that a coverage gap
exists, he believed they did not ac-
tively seek alternate sites. While he
felt the board gave careful consider-
ation to the application, he stated
that they should have considered the
future impact of other carriers co-
locating on the tower and should
have retained an expert on real estate
property values on their behalf.

Councilman Stuart Kline noted that
the installation would be better suited
in the light industrial zone on South
Avenue, which was recently rezoned
to allow cellular installations.

The remaining council members
and Mayor Louis Jung concurred,
although Mayor Jung would not have
been required to vote unless there
was a tie vote of the council.

Should Verizon decide to appeal
the decision, it would be filed with
the New Jersey Superior Court.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Verizon
well as leaving room for a turn-
around area for the vehicle. Addi-
tionally, the fence surrounding the
equipment compound would now be
a seven-foot high, board on board
fence, made of a wood composite.
Six evergreens, which would be eight
to 10 feet tall when planted, would
be placed at the site to buffer the
compound from the residents’ view.

Borough Engineer Rick Marsden,
questioned whether the proposed
landscaping will be adequate and if
it was taken into consideration
whether the existing tree buffers
were deciduous, such that there
would be less buffers in the winter
months, when there were no leaves
on the trees. Mr. Suppa agreed to
reexamine the nature of the current
landscaping to determine whether
the proposed landscaping was ad-
equate.

Charles Whelan, the borough’s
communications expert, questioned
what would occur in the event of a
power outage. Mr. Suppa advised
that the equipment compound would
contain batteries that would power
the system for four to eight hours in
the event of an outage, and further
that the site would be monitored
remotely by AT&T, such that prob-
lems with the system would be
quickly detected to allow a techni-
cian to be timely sent to the site.

Additionally, the board asked that
AT&T request permission from
PSE&G to bury cables underground,
instead of running them up the lat-
tice tower, as currently proposed.

Edwin Ortega, AT&T’s radio fre-
quency engineer, testified that the
applicant considered whether mount-
ing antennas on other towers within
the borough could fill its coverage
gap. He stated that it is most desir-
able to locate the antennas closest to
the center of the coverage gap, to
avoid creating a partial coverage gap,
which would later need to be filled.
Although he testified that the other
sites considered would not provide
adequate coverage, the borough’s ra-
dio frequency expert, Carl Busseno,
had several questions regarding his
conclusions. As Mr. Busseno required
additional information from Mr. Ortega
before he could make a recommenda-
tion to the board, it was suggested by
board attorney Robert Mega that the
two experts meet to discuss those is-
sues, prior to the next meeting.

Mr. Levine agreed with that sug-
gestion but requested that his client be
advised of any additional information
required by the board, prior to the
next meeting, so that the board will be
in a position to vote at that time.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings also requested that Mr.
Ortega evaluate whether installing
antennas on the newly completed
addition at the Chelsea assisted liv-
ing facility on South Avenue or an
office building on South Avenue, near
Staggard Place, would fill coverage
gap. Mr. Ortega questioned whether
those sites would be high enough to
satisfy the company’s needs, but
agreed to evaluate them.

Garwood that it had been “a rough
night” for the Republican Party both
statewide and locally, alluding to
GOP losses in the freeholder races,
the Borough of Fanwood and other
parts of the county.

All three Republican candidates
made very brief remarks after the
votes were counted, with Mr. Kline
saying that despite the GOP defeat,
“the struggle continues” while urg-
ing the party faithful to “remain en-
gaged.”

The family and friends of Mr.
Renna filled his Cranford home to
await election results.

Whatever the outcome, he told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he would continue to pursue
what has always been his main prior-
ity – full adherence to the Open
Public Records Act. Keeping Union
County taxpayers aware of all of the
pertinent information and figures
spent will still be paramount to Mr.
Renna.

Whether basking in the afterglow
of victory or accepting defeat, Mr.
Renna promised that he would spend
the next day catching up on some
well-deserved rest.

*  *  *  *  *
Michelle H. Le Poidevin contrib-

uted to this article.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Computer Help Provided
By Nelson at Susquehanna

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher
Nelson of Scotch Plains was one of 12
members of the Susquehanna University
Computer Orientation team, who assisted
freshmen and returning students with
their computer networking needs.

The computer orientation team re-
sponds to student requests for computer
assistance throughout new orientation
and the first weeks of the new academic
year.

Computer Orientation members ar-
rived to campus early to receive two days
of updated computer and network train-
ing. The members also devoted a day
prior to new student orientation to net-
working computers of athletes arriving
early to campus for practice.

Most team members are also involved
in the Computer Consultants, an ongo-
ing student volunteer project that strives
to make technology more accessible to
the average user throughout the aca-
demic year.

Christopher is a senior liberal arts
major at Susquehanna. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson of Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

District 22

TRICK OR TREAT...Children from the New Generation Child Care center
posed for a picture in their Halloween costumes in Scotch Plains.

GOP Triumphant
In District 21 Senate,
And Assembly Race

By BETSEY BURGDORF
 and ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Times

DISTRICT 21 -- As the numbers
rolled in on Tuesday night, it be-
came obvious the Republican team
of Tom Kean, Jr. (31,206), Dr. Eric
Muñoz (26,898) and Jon Bramnick
(26,024) were going to emerge the
winners in the race for State Sen-
ate and Assembly for District 21
over Democrats Frank McIntyre
(14,095), Ellen Steinberg (19,073)
and Norman Albert (15,670).

With overwhelming numbers
coming in, supporters attending
the Election Night party held at
Mount Carmel Hall in Berkeley
Heights, began celebrating long
before the final votes were tallied.
By 10 p.m., the incumbent team
joined the crowd to officially ac-
cept their triumph.

“Thank you for all your hard
work, for getting out there and
guaranteeing victory from the top
to the bottom of the ticket,” Sena-
tor Kean began.

“We have some hard work ahead
of us, some hurdles…we’ve got to
help set the direction for the state
to make sure the government is
smaller, smarter, more efficient and
actually works to serve the people,”
he continued

Assemblyman Bramnick
thanked his family for their sup-
port, as well as the senator by
saying, “Under the leadership of
Tom, Jr., this district is very
fortunate…we have learned a great
deal.”

Assemblyman Muñoz added, “I
want to thank everyone. You guys
are really great. Thank all of you
who put us where we are. Tom, Jon
and I will make you proud.”

Senator Kean is the son of the
former Governor Thomas Kean,
who serves as Co-Chairperson of
the Homeland Security Organiza-
tion. The senator resides in
Westfield with his wife and two
daughters. He currently serves as
the Republican Deputy Whip.

Assemblyman Bramnick also re-
sides in Westfield and is a practic-
ing attorney with a firm in Scotch
Plains. He and his wife have two
children.

Assemblyman Muñoz is a
trauma surgeon at Newark’s Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry
in New Jersey (UMDNJ). He and
his wife reside in Summit and have
five children.

Ms. Steinberg failed in her bid to
attain a seat in the 21st District of
the New Jersey State Assembly.
She ran without the support of
state or county Democrats, but was
still able to drum up considerable
support with a grassroots cam-
paign.

“We had a lot of people who
believed in us,” said Ms. Steinberg.

Members of Steinberg’s cam-
paign met at Café Z in Union to
await news of the decision.
Throughout the night, volunteers

trickled in with high hopes for
their candidate.

Much mention was made about
the grassroots nature of Steinberg’s
campaign. She received no sup-
port from the Union County Demo-
crats, who at least one campaign
volunteer blames for Steinberg’s
loss.

“The people responsible for this
loss are the Union County Demo-
cratic Chairpersons. They spent
their efforts impeding the cam-
paign,” said Sandford Wieger, a
longtime friend of Ms. Steinberg’s.
“Win or lose, she’s still the biggest
winner.”

Stephen Yellin, secretary of a
recently formed group called the
Union County Young Democrats,
was also in attendance. He exem-
plified the infectious enthusiasm
clearly apparent in the crowd.

“I’m comfortable she’ll buck the
odds and win the general elec-
tion,” he said.

As the night wore on, it became
apparent that Ms. Steinberg would
not emerge victorious. The New
Jersey Network called the election
in favor of Assemblymen Muñoz
and Bramnick at approximately
10:20 p.m. The mood at Café Z
remained energetic even after Ms.
Steinberg’s defeat was final.

Ms. Steinberg attributed the
group’s sustained energy to a sense
of accomplishment in getting her
campaign as far as it went.

“Union County politics is a very
closed venue,” she said later. “We
tried to reach out to people in the
community, and I feel that our
success in doing that is the reason
for the sense of accomplishment.”

Campaign manager John Brach,
who was also in attendance at Café
Z, said that while Ms. Steinberg’s
campaign received no official sup-
port from local Democrat groups,
individual Democrats in elected
positions supported Ms. Steinberg.

“Every municipal chairperson,
with a few exceptions, was behind
us,” he said.

Ms. Steinberg arrived at the res-
taurant just after 10:30 p.m. and
addressed the members of her all-
volunteer staff.

“All you have to do is look around
you; we have good people involved
in the process. And you each have
to promise me that you’ll stay
involved,” she told attendees.

Ms. Steinberg walked through
the assembled crowd and talked to
each person individually. She later
commented on the unique circum-
stances caused by running a cam-
paign without the support of local
Democrats.

“I wrote my own material for
the campaign,” she said. “We did
everything ourselves.”

Ms. Steinberg did not comment
on any plans for a future in poli-
tics, instead saying, “I will stay
involved. It’s just a matter of what
level or capacity I will be involved
in.”

Speaking to a crowd of several
dozen supporters at The Westwood
in Garwood, Mr. Marks said he and
his Assembly running mates, George
Gore and Kevin Retcho, had “fought
the good fight.” He remarked that,
in his continuing role as Mayor, he
would “continue to yell and scream
at the top of my lungs” about the
need for property tax reform in New
Jersey, an issue the Republicans put
much focus on during the campaign.

Mr. Marks did say he was “skep-
tical” whether any progress would
be made on property tax reform or
other issues such as school aid or
ethics reform, “given the statewide
results” on Tuesday night.

Mr. Gore urged the county Repub-
lican Party to focus its future efforts
on Plainfield, Rahway and Linden,
saying the GOP needed to “do a better
job of getting our message out” to
voters in those Democrat strongholds.
“We can’t ignore them and abdicate
them to the Democrats,” he said.

and are going to want to stay in.”
Mrs. Mahr, whom Mrs. Stender

introduced as “the fourth Democratic
woman mayor of Fanwood,” thanked
her supporters and fellow candidates
in her celebratory speech to the crowd.

“I am so happy! I am so glad to have
been the front person out there with
the message, but without all of you,
and without Jack and Donna, it could
not have happened,” Mrs. Mahr stated.

“I feel so humbled that you stood
behind me and gave me a chance,
because not too long ago it was ‘Who
is Colleen Mahr?,’ and where did she
come from? We’re going to make a
great team with Kathy Mitchell and
Michael Brennan,” she added, refer-
ring to the two Democrats already
serving on Fanwood’s governing body.

Looking ahead to her term as
mayor, which will begin in January,
as well as addressing the issues of
taxes and the downtown redevelop-
ment plan, she stated, “I am so ex-
cited for the next four years, for
Fanwood’s future. I look forward to
a great transition, making it seam-
less, working with Lou Jung. I am
excited to reconnect to the people,
because we know that people feel
disenfranchised, people are very up-
set about being kept in the dark about
the downtown, and that is going to
stop right now.

“We believe very strongly that we
can stabilize the taxes by working
with Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(and) Al Mirabella, our Freeholder,
and bring the money back to
Fanwood,” she continued.

“I look forward to hearing from
you and getting you all involved and
putting it back into your hands, be-
cause at the end of the day, that is
what it is all about, it’s the people of
Fanwood. It was a mandate tonight,
they spoke, and we’re the servants,
and I look forward to hearing from
you for the next four years.”

Mr. Molenaar and Ms. Dolce each
spoke of their previous unsuccessful
run for council, and the satisfaction
they felt in this win. They also thanked
their supporters and their families.

Mr. Molenaar introduced Coun-
cilwoman Mitchell, referring to her
as “our next council president.”

Councilwoman Mitchell remarked,
“This is wonderful. You did a won-
derful job. I know there is a problem
in downtown, and we need to fix it.
People are alienated; you reached
out to the people, and they responded,
and that is the most important thing.”

Mayor Jung, meanwhile, charged
the Democrats with running what he
called a “fear and smear” campaign,
saying they attacked his character
and integrity. He cited a postcard he
said the opposing party mailed that
featured a man holding a money bag
with the mayor’s name on it, and said
the Democrats implied he had a rela-
tionship with a developer regarding
the 6.5-acre downtown block eyed
for redevelopment.

“I never attacked an opponent’s
character in all my campaigns. They
did that from day one,” remarked the
mayor, a former member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
as well as a borough councilman.
“Whether I won or lost, I would have
said the exact same thing.”

Mayor Jung emphasized that the
redevelopment plan was crafted over
the course of more than two years,
with input from members of the pub-
lic as well as professionals, and that
a bipartisan negotiating committee
had met with the developer seven
times in the last six months.

“This is a huge loss for the bor-
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ough,” he continued, noting the plan
was expected to increase tax ratables
for Fanwood by $500,000 annually.
“For 30 years, nothing has happened
downtown; we were on the verge of
a huge breakthrough.”

“I worked very hard at running a
bipartisan government,” Mayor Jung
stated. “I was always straight for-
ward and honest. This is really a
shock that the work we’ve done was
not appreciated by the majority of
the voters.”

Despite the loss, Mayor Jung, who
gathered with supporters and fellow
members of the Republican ticket at
Fanwood’s Sun Tavern after the re-
sults were tallied, described his ten-
ure as mayor as “a very positive
experience in terms of being able to
help people and their families.”

Councilman Whitaker, the current
council president, said he wished the
Democrats well, adding that he felt
local Republicans had “done an aw-
ful lot of good for the town.”

Speculating on future downtown
revitalization efforts, he predicted
that “nothing will happen because
no elected official is going to dare
touch any redevelopment effort.”

Councilman Trumpp expressed
appreciation to all who supported
him and his runningmates, saying,
“whether you win or lose, Fanwood
is a very special place because of its
residents.”

He cited public safety as an issue
which has been particularly impor-
tant to him during his council ser-
vice, calling the borough’s police
force, as well as its volunteer
firefighters and rescue squad person-
nel, “unique individuals.”

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mrs. Mahr dis-
cussed details of how she plans to handle
the downtown redevelopment area.

“We will put the downtown plan
on hold,” she said. “We are not op-
posed to doing something downtown;
however, we don’t believe that you
have to decimate your downtown in
the name of revitalizing it.

“What I believe people are op-
posed to is not being part of the
process. We have to go back to the
residents of Fanwood and listen to
what they want, and I think we are
going to hear ‘yes, develop the down-
town, but that does not mean up to
130 town homes, or decimating six
and a half acres.’

“They want to revitalize the down-
town. To that end, we are going to
look at ‘transit village designation,’
at working with Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, and with the county
through Al Mirabella, who lives here
in Fanwood.

“We believe there is a lot of money
out there that we can bring home to
Fanwood to help us address revital-
izing the downtown. We are going to
work with the merchants. They have
been extremely vocal. No one in
Fanwood can remember merchants
and property owners ever taking such
a strong stand against an issue, put-
ting signs in their windows.

“We ran on a promise of including
them. I would like to convene a
roundtable of all the property owners
and merchants in early January, to
listen to what they would like to do.
I believe that I am going to hear that
people would like to do something
with the downtown. We are going to
work with them to get low rate loans,
to help them with private money. We
don’t need to put the future of our
downtown in one developer’s hands.
I believe this campaign was a refer-
endum on the downtown,” she said.


