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Christine Hedden
Social Studies Teacher,

Edison Intermediate School, Westfield

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 56
Hometown: Born in Yonkers, N.Y.,

Mrs. Hedden lived in Rahway before
moving to Westfield around 1984.

Education: She re-
ceived a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Educa-
tion from Newark
State, currently known
as Kean University.

Previous Experi-
ence: A teacher in the
Westfield school dis-
trict for 12 years, she
taught in the Rahway
school district for 10
years. Prior to that,
Mrs. Hedden was a
home mother for about
13 years and a member
of the Parent-Teacher
Organization.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When: On a day-to-day,
month-to-month basis, Mrs. Hedden
enjoys seeing students compare and
contrast new learning and informa-
tion with historical events.

“When you meet students you have
had in class, who are in college or
have gone to college, that are pursu-
ing international relations or political
science, and they say that their interest
in those subjects started when they
were in my class,” she stated, adding
that sometimes, when her students
will jokes related to what they are
learning in her class, she knows they
are grasping the subject material in
their own way.

What I Love About the School Dis-
trict: “Westfield encourages differen-
tiated education and they are very
serious about having teachers pursue
continuing education,” said Mrs.
Hedden. “We try to treat every child as
an individual.” She noted that Edison
Intermediate School maintains a spe-
cial system of teaming teachers at each
grade level, and these units collabo-
rate on focusing and refocusing on
the academic needs of each student.

Favorite Topic to Teach: “Ancient
Egypt,” responded Mrs. Hedden, “the
mystery of it, the fact that there is
constantly new information being dis-
covered, the students find that very
exciting.”

As her students discover the cul-
ture, history, and landscape of An-

cient Mesopotamia, they are able to
relate to current events occurring in
the Middle East, the terrorist attacks
of 9/11, and the impact world events
are having on them. While they study
Eastern cultures, she explained, the

pupils are learning
about the different val-
ues and traditions of
other parts of the world,
such as Hinduism and
Buddhism.

“We study the char-
acteristics of other civi-
lizations and how they
began, and learn about
their governments,” she
said, “and they come to
appreciate the fact that
they live in a democ-
racy.”

The Future of Edu-
cation in America: “I
certainly hope it is posi-
tive. I think, as some-

body who has been an educator for
some time, I have seen certain teach-
ing techniques come and go. I just
hope that we are careful not to throw
away the basics before taking on new
approaches to education. We have to
weigh everything very carefully,” said
Mrs. Hedden.

My Goals as an Educator: “I think
we are doing a lot right now as a
school system and how we are imple-
menting technology,” she said, add-
ing that it is vital to her that students
fully comprehend how civilizations
develop in order to obtain a true ap-
preciation for the cultures of the world.
“I would like to see students, that even
though they are exposed to some nega-
tive influences in the media, provided
with positive roles models — whether
they are teachers or guidance counse-
lors, and, of course, they can find
those role models in their families – I
would like them to all grow up as
productive citizens and people who
appreciate the form of government
that we have.”

Home Life: Married to William
Hedden, a corporate attorney with
Panasonic, their son, William, gradu-
ated Westfield High School in 1997
and Lafayette College in Easton, Pa.
William also received a Master of Arts
degree from the University of Vir-
ginia. He currently works for The
Blackstone Group, an investment and
advisory firm, in Manhattan.

Christine Hedden

INSTRUCTION FOR EVERYONE…At the October 13 In-Service Day in the
Westfield Public Schools, teachers and administrators attended workshops on
topics relevant to the district’s curriculum. Art Firestone, a Coordinator of
Innovative Programs with the New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Associa-
tion, discusses his workshop agenda with Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley, Jefferson Elementary School Principal Jeanette Munoz, and Franklin
Elementary School Principal Mary Fleck.

WF Public School Teachers
Attend Staff In-Service

WESTFIELD — On Columbus Day,
while the Westfield Public Schools
were closed for classes, teachers in the
district participated in various profes-
sional workshops.

Elementary school teachers attended
in-service training on differentiated in-
struction. One half of the day’s session
was led by guest speaker Art Firestone,
the Coordinator of Innovative Programs
from the New Jersey Principals and
Supervisors Association’s Foundation
of Education and Administration.

Mr. Firestone focused on pre-assess-
ment techniques for differentiated in-
struction.

The second half of the day the teach-
ers met in grade level workshops led by
Westfield instructors. The topic of con-
cern for intermediate teachers was “bul-
lying prevention.”

The Westfield Board of Education
has approved a new policy on curbing
intimidating behavior in school and a
state statute was also passed to restrain
bullying.

Moderating at the intermediate
teacher workshop was Kim Marcum, a
national trainer from Sopris West, an
educational consulting firm.

Westfield High School teachers and
staff participated in two separate activi-
ties. They attended sessions on the new
Public Speaking curriculum, and also par-
ticipated in Project Adventure — consist-
ing of several team-building exercises.

School librarians attended a work-

shop led by Instructional Technology
Supervisor Carol Swann-Daniels on
the district’s new computer operating
system and the use of digital cameras.

Fine Arts instructors attended a pro-
gram at the Newark Museum that inte-
grated 20th century works of art with
jazz repertoire.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley, who visited all of the in-
service training sessions held in
Westfield, remarked, “Staff develop-
ment continues to be a priority in the
Westfield Public Schools. We not only
provide training for our new teachers,
but offer continued professional devel-
opment for all our staff, resulting in
effective teaching methods and pro-
ductive learning in the classroom.”

Twenty-Three WHS Students
Named Commended Scholars
WESTFIELD — Dr. Robert Petix,

Principal of Westfield High School
(WHS), recently announced that 23
members of the graduating class of
2004 have been designated as Com-
mended Scholars in the 2004 National
Merit Scholarship Program.

Letters of Commendation from
Westfield High School and the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corporation
have been presented by Dr. Petix to
seniors Stephen Adamo, Kimberly
Adams, Carl Baron, Youri Choi, Dor-
othy Chou, Suzanna Fowler, Katherine
Geenberg, Sarah Hoban, Peter Itz, Paul
Johnson, Elizabeth Keating, Kelli
Layton, Matthew McManus, Alison
McCabe, Jacob Mirsky, Gregory
Psomas, Amanda Reider, Aurora
Rivendale, Michael Sheflin, Caroline
Sheridan, Donald Williams, Alex
Wright and Jordan Zakarin.

Each year, the National Scholarship
Corporation, located in Chicago, recog-

nizes and commends approximately
35,000 students throughout the nation
for their exceptional academic promise.

The 23 WHS Commended Students
placed among the top 5 percent of
more than one million students who
entered the 2004 Merit Scholarship
Program by taking the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test.

“We are impressed by and proud of
the achievements of our students,” Dr.
Petix commented. “Their top-ranking
performance in the highly competitive
National Merit Program speaks of their
outstanding academic potential. In our
school which values excellence, they
exemplify to all students the value of
developing their scholastic abilities to
the fullest.”

SPECIAL CHAPERONES…Students at Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield participated in National Walk Our Children to School Day. Pictured,
left, third grader Michael Aronson won a school raffle and was escorted by
Westfield firefighter Scott Mazza, while, pictured, right, second grader Mac
Heffron won a raffle to walk to school with Tamaques Principal Michael Cullen.

SAFETY WALK…Wilson Elementary School Principal Dr. Andrew Perry
walked Jack Curry to school on National Walk Our Children to School Day.

MUSIC & MOVEMENT PROGRAM FOR
Infants  •  Toddlers  •  Preschoolers

Parents & Caregivers

WESTFIELD, SCOTCH PLAINS

908-490-1330
FIONA MURRAY

www.playawaymusic.com

$10 OFF
REGISTRATION FEE

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

EXPIRES 12/15/03

OPEN HOUSE REGISTRATION FOR WINTER SESSION
Saturday, November 8th: 8:30am to 12pm • 219 N. Martine Ave. Fanwood

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

James Reid Nelson
Earns Scholarship

WESTFIELD – James Reid Nelson,
a graduate of Westfield High School,
received a Rush Rhees Scholarship at
The University of Rochester in Roch-
ester, N.Y.

Named for the university’s third
president, this grant is given to high-
ability pupils who score at least 1350
on the SAT or a composite of 31 or
better on the ACT tests.

James, an entering freshman and the
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Nelson of
Westfield, may renew the scholarship
each year he attends the university.

Decorator’s Challenge
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have three designers talk to you

about your decorating project and present you with three
different solutions?  The plans are yours to keep and can be

implemented if and when you choose.

ENTER TO WIN

Stop by Interiors and fill out an entry form.
(No purchase necessary.)

The drawing will be held December 31, 2003 at
10:00am. Winner need not be present.

Discover our distinctive collection of furniture and accessories.
We specialize in window treatments, carpeting, reupholstery &  slipcovers.

Walk up to our wallpaper loft and enjoy our exceptional collection

221 North Avenue East, Westfield (Across from Drug Fair)

908-233-9707
Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri. - 9am to 5pm

Thurs. - 9am to 8pm  •  Sat. - 10am to 5pm

Visit us on the web at: www.westfieldtoday.com

DOUBLE TAX-FREE*
We own and offer the following:

Morris County, NJ
Refunding 
General Obligation Bonds

4.45%
Yield to Maturity

Callable 2/01/13 at $100.00
Subject to change in price and availability. *In the opinion of bond
counsel, all interest is exempt from Federal income tax. If sold prior to
maturity, municipal securities are subject to gains/losses based on the
level of interest rates, market conditions and the credit quality of the
issuer. (For certain states, state and local taxes may apply.)

For more information call: 908-789-3191

Robert Devaney Ken Katz
Financial Advisors

109 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Yield to Current
Coupon Call Yield

4.00% 4.72% 4.22%

Ratings Maturity Approx. $PX

Aaa/AAA 2/01/21 $94.62

abUBS Financial Services Inc.
©2003 UBS Financial Services Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Member SIPC.
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FOR
WEDDING DREAMS

5 Hours Open Bar • Cocktail Hour

Full Course Dinner • Tiered Wedding Cake

Silver Candelabras • Private Bridal Rooms

White Glove French Service

Elegant Thanksgiving Buffet
Shrimp,  Clams,  Oysters,  Chef Carved Turkey

Prime Rib, Ham, Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue   Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

$995
per child

$1995
per adult

to reserve your seat today!

(8 years old & under) (plus tax / gratuity)

Complementary

Every Sunday  9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Champagne Mimosas
(served Noon till 3:00pm)

Open Menu

Omelet Station, French Toast, Belgian Waffles

Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon Sausage & Ham

Danish, Muffins, Bagels, Fresh Fruit & Desserts

Assorted Cheesecakes, Greek Desserts & More!!

3795from $

2495from $

Steaks, Seafood, Italian Specialties, Salad Bar & Cocktails

1195from $

Select from our huge selection:

Carving Station • Bountiful Salad Bar • Buffet

SNUFF'YS

STEAK HOUSE
KNOWN FOR GENERATIO

NS

Where Wedding Dreams Come True . . .


