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Parking Decks May
Come to Be Known

As McDermott’s Folly
I recently wrote to The Westfield

Leader expressing my opposition to the
construction of parking decks, apart-
ments and retail establishments and my
displeasure with the way the mayor is
handling this matter. I attended a recent
town council meeting and came away
resigned to the fact that these decks are
pretty much a “done deal” even though
there has been significant and growing
opposition to them.

I suggest that the South Avenue project
be named “McDermott Gardens” so that
the taxpayers, who will foot the bill for
years to come, will always be reminded
under whose administration this deck
was conceived and constructed. Then
again, perhaps both of these projects
will always just be known as
“McDermott’s Folly.”

It may seem that I dislike the mayor,
but that is not the case. What I dislike is
his, as well as some of the council
member’s, attitude that they have been
elected and they will do what they want
and if the taxpayers do not like it, they
can vote them out of office. This may
very likely occur, but by then it will be
much too late.

David O’Connor
Westfield

Resident Upset Over Ticket Blitz,
Unfriendly Ticket Writers

I am writing you to voice my con-
cerns in regards to several events,
which have occurred to my family,
and friends in Westfield in the last
several months. I was born and raised
in Westfield and have always had great
respect for the fine police officers in
this town. I recently moved back to
Westfield five years ago with my wife
who also graduated from Westfield
High School in 1987 with me. We now
have 4 children and are glad to raise
them in this town.

What I am concerned about is the
treatment of the residents when you
try and use the downtown. It seems as
though the three police officers who
were there in the past to safely cross
my children have been replaced with
three ticket officers who are extremely
rude and not concerned for the resi-
dents well being. The incidents which
have led to this letter all have occurred
over the last several months and are as
follows:

My wife’s friend taking her chil-
dren to swim classes at the YMCA-
parked legally with expired registra-
tion - officer Schwartz had her car
towed and she was left at the YMCA
crying with her children and I gave her
a ride home.

My Brother-in-law used the down-
town parking and had 20 minutes left
on the meter and had an over-time
ticket on his car.

I used the YMCA, there was no
parking in the lot, and therefore I
parked in a metered spot. When I re-
turned it read -11minutes - with a
ticket on my car.

I went to the barber, and then the
Leader Store- came back to meter -16
minutes with a ticket on my car.

On September 12 my wife went
downtown to get a bagel and parked
across the street illegal on the corner
of Elm/E.Broad. Unfortunately her reg-
istration had lapsed as she had an ill
sister who had been in the hospital for
six weeks and had not re-newed it. She
told Officer Schwartz that her sister
had just died two days prior and she
would go home (three blocks) and use
my car to go to DMV. He gave her a
ticket and had her car towed.

September 14, I was at my daughter’s
Sunday afternoon soccer game at the
Memorial Pool field and parked on
Scotch Plains Ave - five feet from the
cross walk and returned to my car to
find yet again another ticket for park-
ing in front of a cross walk.

This is a great town, but when I am
mailing my quarterly tax check with
3-4 parking tickets it just doesn’t give
you a good feeling. The goal should
be to protect the residents. It seems
this has been replaced with ticket of-
ficers whose main goal is to write
tickets, generate revenue and harass
the tax paying residents who are try-
ing to use our downtown. I would
hope we go back to having police
officers crossing the residents and
children and not replaced with three
people going around a town writing
tickets on meters which do not keep
accurate time in a town with a parking
problem. Officer Schwartz must not
be under the Chief Tracy’s command,
since he does not show the same re-
spect and concern for the residents of
this town. If the goal is to stop people
from shopping and using the down-
town, then it may work.

Dr. Chris Freer
Westfield

Build The Minimum Needed to Solve
The Parking Problem in Westfield

The deck designs are not very attrac-
tive. These designs are no more than
simple cookie cutter designs that make it
easy for the developers to make a profit.

We must all ask ourselves, do we need
or want more residents? Do we want to
make it easier to commute into the city?
The average person lives in Westfield
for five years and if you really, really
want a commuter space, I think it is fair
to ask new residents to wait five years.

So far, this supposed parking problem
has not affected our property values, and
I doubt it ever will. It seems to me that
if we really have a commuter parking

problem and a downtown parking prob-
lem, then we need those projects to serve
those objectives only and build the mini-
mum needed.

Westfield is almost completely de-
veloped, and we have really gotten along
fine for as long as I can remember. It is
a great town and let’s not take a chance
with a huge development project that
will be a huge eyesore.

I say stop it now, and keep the small town
atmosphere we all love. Isn’t it the reason
we will moved here in the first place.

Todd Evans
Montclair

A Senior Citizen Writes: My
husband’s death and some memory
problems (I am 73 years old) have
helped me make a major decision:
To move into an assisted living facil-
ity where I can have my own room,
live in the “independent” section and
move to the assisted living section
when this becomes necessary.

I have talked to my attorney, and I
will be able to work things out with
my social security, pension and sale
of my house.

All of a sudden, my daughter called.
She and her husband are divorcing;
she wants to move in with me —
bringing her two sons with her. Both
boys have had drug problems and,
although they were in rehab, they are
unemployed and seem unmotivated.

My daughter cries a lot and feels I
should help her by providing her
with a home. I feel a responsibility
here, but “Cheryl” (disguised name)
and I have never gotten along, and I
am sure she will work out a reason-
ably good financial situation with
her attorney. Everybody gives me
different advice. I’m confused.

Answer: If I saw you in person, I
would say “read my lips”: Do not
have her move in! Advise her to
resolve her personal problems! Sell
the house and relocate into an as-
sisted living residence! Enjoy your
life! Have no feelings of responsibil-
ity nor guilt! She is a big girl! And
you are a senior citizen who has to
take care of herself!

A Troubled Mother Writes: My
20-year-old daughter has had a prob-
lem for most of her life. She feels she
is ugly because her nose has a slight
bump on it, and she feels she has no
chin. The truth is that she is pretty
and had some cosmetic surgery when
she graduated high school, but she
still feels the same.

No matter what anyone says, she
remains focused on this. I am not
sure how to help her and hope she is
not going to feel this way forever. I
know our society puts a heavy em-
phasis on being thin and pretty, but I
still don’t know how to proceed. Is it
a poor self-image issue?

Answer:  You are not alone with
this problem.  There is an example in
an article in The New York Times,
September 9, 2003 edition called
“Meeting the Obsessions over Per-
ceived Flaws.”  The article addresses
the problem called B.D.D., or body
dysmorphic disorder, in which the
individual feels that some part of her
body is abnormal and grossly de-
formed, when it is not factually true.

The origins have a biologically
determined basis:  A serotonin im-
balance with emotional involvement. 
The most beneficial treatment in-
cludes seeing your doctor (prefer-
ably a psychiatrist) and psycho-
therapy.  I would urge you to speak to
your daughter and have her read the
article.  Good luck!

A Teenager Writes:   I’ve recently
received a permit to drive.  I am afraid
to tell my parents that I don’t want to
drive because I am afraid I will hit
another car and someone will get hurt. 
This feeling is very strong.  I’ve never
hurt anyone, but I do have dreams in
which I yell or physically hit someone.

My parents are eager to have me
drive so they won’t have to chauffeur
me around.  What should I do?

Answer:  Although almost all teen-
agers are eager to obtain their per-
mits and eventually drive, many have
a sense of anxiety to be behind the
wheel; it provides a sense of power
and independence, the ability to take
off from one’s parents’ control.  At
the same time, youngsters are afraid
of accidents, particularly with par-
ents’ warnings about insurance rates
going up (in case of any kind of
accident).

However, in your situation, there
seems to be an overwhelming con-
cern regarding losing control, while
driving, and hurting someone.  Your
high level of anxiety is real (your
nightmares confirm this concern,
too).  I highly recommend you share
your feelings with your parents and
ask to see a therapist.  Therapy can
help you understand your driving
fears and resolve the underlying is-
sues so you can move forward.  Driv-
ing is fun.

Is the Cable TV Company Attempting
To Limit Our Choices of News Networks?

It’s nearly impossible to own a television set
nowadays in New Jersey without being forced to
sign up for cable TV – or obtaining a satellite dish.
Yes, an antenna can be placed on your roof, but it is
not the same. It does not offer the alleged variety that
cable and satellite companies are supposed to offer.
Many subscribers to cable and the satellite do so
because they want access to cable news networks,
special sports networks, arts and entertainment, or
the history channel.

A decade ago, basic cable costs were approxi-
mately $17 per month. Now basic cable costs over
$45 per month. Even that may make one groan and
the cable company’s explanation, each time there is
a cost increase, is that they have added many new
stations.

Are the added stations really the ones that the
consumer wants to see? In fact – what’s worse – the
vast majority of added stations seem to be rife with
infomercials. Is that what we really are subscribing
to see? Yet, we pay for it.

In addition to the annoying infomercials, a very
disturbing switch took place recently. In early Octo-
ber, the Fox news network, which had been on
channel 20, was shifted to channel 95 and CNN
news, which had been channel 33, was shifted to
channel 78. In their previous place – that’s right – are
infomercials. A real concern is that both of these
informative and popular networks have been shifted
to obscure and nearly ignored positions on the dial.

In fact, on many televisions, channel 95 is inacces-
sible. Is this censorship or is it just a more effective
lineup by the cable company to force-feed us their
infomercials?

Is the cable company trying to push all these added
infomercials for added profits and to drive you
further to their “Pay Per View”? Guess what! –
You’re already “Paying Per View,” that’s what the
forty-five bucks a month is supposed to be about.
Instead now, the forty-five bucks is “Pay Per Phew”!

To others and skeptics, perhaps, the cable com-
pany is deliberately pushing these news networks to
inconvenient or inaccessible positions on the dial
because of political reasons. We certainly hope that
is not the case – that our pursuit for alternative
information is not deliberately being harnessed.

The cable companies have a monopoly that needs
to be examined. Also, cable companies should not be
permitted to compensate municipalities or any gov-
ernment body in any fashion. It has the effect of
solidifying and perpetuating their purchase of the
monopoly rights from government.

We suggest you try an experiment. Click through
the 99 channels you pay for and write down the times
you encounter actual content versus commercials or
infomercials. It is possible to click through the
whole sequence and not find any content. Is this
something you should be paying for?

Our children are reading less and watching cable
TV more. Does this concern you?

Westfield Town Council Mtgs.
Are Akin to Science Fiction

If you like science fiction, TV 36 has
the Sci-Fi Channel beat by several light
years. In case you’ve haven’t been watch-
ing “The W Files,” the plot revolves
around an Alien invasion of a

quintessentially wonderful American
town whose biggest problem is parking.

Having implanted mind-control de-
vices into the heads of the mayor and
most of the council members, the Aliens
are a heartbeat away from landing two
gargantuan spaceships disguised as park-
ing decks in the heart of town.

Did I say fiction? It’s reality television.
I keeping asking myself: When did

Westfield become so desperate, so des-
titute, that it had to turn to outsiders to
barter two extraordinary parcels of land
in exchange for additional parking with
a lot of strings attached? Camden or
Bridgeport, Connecticut, might be forced
into that backs-against-the-wall deal-
ing. But Colonial Westfield?

How can these so-called “hearings”
be considered participatory democracy
when a mayor, council and redevelop-
ers armed with markers and yellow
pads look on in smug amusement as one
taxpayer after another expresses anti-
deck sentiments? Couldn’t a legal argu-
ment be made that Westfielders were
denied due process because they were
not formally asked whether or not they
would support a bond issue to build said
decks?

Were it not for the eloquence and
smarts exhibited in the remarks of people
speaking at the hearings or in letters to
The Leader I would consider this mile-
stone in our history as the Dumbing
Down of Westfield. In my case, I must
be getting dumber or in the initial stages
of Alzheimer’s because I watch the mayor
and council on television and I say over
and over, “Who are these guys?”

John O’Connor
Westfield

Resident Distressed
With Lack of Care
For Tennis Courts

For years many Westfield residents
and members of the Westfield Tennis
Association (WTA) has requested that
the town’s Recreation Department
keep the Elm, Memorial  and
Tamaques tennis courts in playable
conditions and enforce the rules re-
garding court usage. Our requests have
fallen on deaf ears and the courts have
become a playground for skate board-
ing, bicycling and even canine work-
outs. They have fallen in disrepair. At
Memorial, the courts are seen by soc-
cer parents as a convenient passage to
the playing field, no matter that they
interrupt players in the middle of
matches, and their children’s’ cleats
eat into the surface and deposit thick
mud cakes on the courts.

Frustrated WTA members are aban-
doning the Association because of the
lack of decent courts in town. For
tennis players, our only options are to
wait 7 to 8 years on the list to join the
Westfield Tennis Club. Compare this
with other Union County towns —
Berkeley Heights, Scotch Plains, and
Plainfield: they have well-lit courts
in excellent condition, with no weeds,
strong nets and rules that are enforced,
not to mention significantly lower
taxes.

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Westfield Permits Should Not Be
Issued In Areas That Flood

It is beyond me that a town like
Westfield is so backward in treating
property owners living here for over 30
years in an uncaring manner.

The people living on Coolidge Street
between Wells and Gallows Hill have
only three drain sewers. This is low sighted
area, so when it continues to rain we
worry about flooding. Some families have
already been flooded more than once.

On October 20, construction started
on the odd numbered side of Coolidge
Street by a company from Westfield.
Mud water has been running from this
property for almost two weeks.

I called the town engineering depart-
ment twice — telling them of the condi-
tions and about the concern of being

flooded. It was passed off as: “So What”!
Why has a permit been issued when

knowing this could hurt other people? I
have no objection to people improving
their property. What I do object to is a
permit being issued knowing this is a
flood area.

An architect should have presented
plans with this condition in mind before a
permit was given. The construction com-
pany should have notified the Westfield
Department of Public Works that the
water table was reached and mud water
continues to run down Coolidge Street
past homes and flooding the drain sewer.

Eleanore Taylor
Westfield

Resident Comments On
The Westfield Subway

Redevelopment
I was pleasantly surprised to see that

the South Avenue redevelopment has
started. I have been following the
progress and planning stages of the rede-
veloping for years. When the adminis-
tration told us what we needed, nothing
was ever said about a subway.

For the past week or so, I have been
seeing signs all over Westfield pointing
to a subway. Why does Westfield need a
subway? We have an above ground rail-
road. It’s been there for years.

Did the Town of Westfield construct
an underground transit system without
any disruption? — No digging, no big
trucks destroying our roads? No added
air pollution? No traffic jams?

This was too good to be true. So I
decided to follow the signs to locate this
new underground marvel. I started all
the way down Central Avenue at the
Clark border. Boy! Those signs are far
from town.

After a short time I was at South
Avenue. More signs. Then I found the
new subway. It is located between
Hershey and Dukes.

My point is, why is a national chain
allowed to pollute the town with signage?
I can see it now. Every new store will
have those silly little signs pointing to
their location. Maybe a large, red neon
arrow atop the Block Buster store point-
ing down is the next stage of redevelop-
ment.

Richard Dobra
Westfield
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scoria – The slag or refuse left after

the metal has been smelted from the ore
2. Olecranon – The part of the ulna

projecting beyond the elbow joint
3. Cierge – A wax candle
4. Borgat – The rock trout of Califor-

nia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHYME
1. Soreness in the eyes
2. Muddy, slimy
3. A loud clanging noise
4. Partly digested food

SPOFFLE
1. To worry about small things or

trifles
2. To annoy, torment or delay
3. Corn meal, mush
4. To wobble or walk in a swaying

manner
LIPHAEMIA

1. Blood deficiency
2. Alcohol poisoning
3. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
4. Yellow fever

MANAVELINS
1. In anatomy, an involuntary muscle

contraction
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. Leftovers; odds and ends
4. A dispute or skirmish

Westfield Election
Trivia, Interesting

To Reflect
For the first time in Westfield his-

tory, there will be a town council
elected to serve together for two years.
It will be interesting to see if they can
accomplish more than the annually
elected body - or if they are less re-
sponsive to the issues and to the pub-
lic.

Veteran Larry Goldman is the re-
maining Democrat on the Westfield
Town Council. Will it be difficult for
him to stick around? If he decides to
resign, there will be a special election
in November – the Presidential Year.
As such, this would be a good chance
for a Democrat to win. 

It seems that more appointed coun-
cil members lose when they go for
election — Janis Weinstein (she lost
in 1996 before winning in 1997) after
replacing Mike Panagos; Donnell Carr
was appointed, then lost after replac-
ing Jim Hely; David Haas after replac-
ing Kevin Walsh has now just lost in
his bid for election. 

As always, there are exceptions to
the exceptions — when the person has
run a campaign for office but lost –
Peter Echausse and Claire Lazarowitz
— then they were appointed and ran
that fall and won.

Westfield politics has always been
interesting – just when matters seem
settled, things change.


