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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Pop, Tango, Classical and Big
Band Coming to Cranford

CRANFORD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Concert Band
will present a concert for young and
old alike featuring an exciting variety
of music right before Thanksgiving.
The concert will be held at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
at the corner of Lincoln Avenue and
Walnut Street, Cranford, on Sunday,
November 23 at 2 p.m. The concert
will be held in Randolph Hall adja-
cent to the church. Admission is $8
for adults, and $5 for seniors and
children under 12 years of age. Tod-
dlers aged 2 and under are free, and
child care will be provided.

With over 75 musicians in the group,
the NJWA Concert band, led by
Howard Toplansky, has been heard in
many locations. “Not only do we give
regular concerts, we also try to offer
benefit concerts to help worthy orga-
nizations in their fund raising efforts,”
explained Mr. Toplansky. Two mem-
bers of the band, Russell Jackson,
bassoonist and Don Young, trumpeter
have a particular interest in this con-
cert, as they are also members of the
Cranford United Methodist Church.

The NJWA Concert Band is now
entering its eighth year and is de-
voted to offering high quality music
of many types. The NJWA Concert
Band boasts an astonishing array of
talent. Composed of professional
adults, and high school and elemen-
tary students, the band members
come from Union, Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Roselle, Edison,
Mountainside, Basking Ridge,
Springfield, Dunellen, Warren,
Garwood as well as Cranford.

Over the years, the Concert Band
has helped raise money for the Gift of
Life, the Jaipur Limb Project,  the 9-11
Fund, and the Kenilworth Music Boost-
ers. At a recent benefit concert to help

the JFK Hartwyck Nursing Facility,
the Band performed selections includ-
ing the lively “Ballet Parisien” by
Offenbach, the “Presidential
Polonaise” by Sousa, highlights of Kurt
Weill’s music, overtures, tangos, and
popular pieces such as “Mission Im-
possible” and a “Disney Spectacular.”

“We are dedicated to offering the
public a wide variety of music – an
eclectic and exciting combination that
allows people to sit back and enjoy
two hours of sheer entertainment,”
said Mr. Toplansky.

For further information, or to in-
quire about ticket sale locations, call
(908) 276-6172 or (908) 486-2069.

TOOTIN’ THEIR HORNS...Pictured above, from the left: Don Young, Russell
Jackson and Howard Toplansky review the program for NJWA Band Concert
set for November 23 in Cranford.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Y TO BUY...The Westfield “Y” is currently in the process of purchasing the
Christian Science Church on East Broad Street. The “Y” plans to use the
building to expand their nursery school program.

New Jersey Residents Owed
$3.9 Million in IRS Refunds
WASHINGTON – Congressman

Mike Ferguson, (R-NJ) on Saturday
announced that 5,800 New Jersey
taxpayers are owed more than $3.9
million for child-tax credit refunds -
but the Internal Revenue Service
cannot deliver the checks because of
invalid addresses.

The child tax credit refunds were
part of President Bush’s Jobs and
Growth Tax Relief Act, which he signed
into law in May. The tax relief law,
which Ferguson voted for, doubled the
per-child tax credit to $1,000.

In June the IRS began running a
program to search more than 130
million 2002 tax returns to identify
taxpayers eligible for the advance
payment on the tax credit. The IRS
found about 25 million taxpayers
nationwide were eligible, and refund
checks of up to $400 per child were
mailed this summer to parents.

In Congressman Ferguson’s 7th
District, which includes parts of
Union, Middlesex, Somerset and

Hunterdon counties, 622 checks to-
taling $524,797 were returned to the
IRS because of incorrect taxpayer
addresses.

Rep. Ferguson urged taxpayers to
ensure that the IRS has updated ad-
dress information and to call the IRS
if you think you are owed a rebate
check. Taxpayers have until Friday,
December 5 to contact the IRS about
the rebate checks.

“The IRS owes money to thou-
sands of New Jersey families, and
the December 5 deadline to claim
your refund is fast approaching,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “I urge anyone who
thinks they may be owed a tax refund
to call the IRS or my New Jersey
office. After all, the money belongs
to you, not the IRS.”

Constituents can reach Rep.
Ferguson’s New Jersey office at (908)
757-7835 or the IRS at 800-829-1040.

Petty Officer Harris
Deployed to Mediterranean

SCOTCH PLAINS – Navy Petty
Officer 2nd Class Wendy Harris,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Harris
of Scotch Plains, recently departed
on a routine, scheduled deployment
to the Mediterranean Sea while as-
signed to the guided missile destroyer
USS Gonzalez, home ported in Nor-
folk, Va.

Petty Officer Harris is one of more
than 6,500 sailors and Marines aboard
the ships of the USS Enterprise Car-
rier Strike Group. Enterprise is the
first U.S. aircraft carrier to deploy
since the end of the major military
operations in Iraq.

The primary mission of Petty Of-
ficer Harris’s ship is to provide multi
mission offensive and defensive ca-
pabilities. The USS Gonzalez is ca-
pable of operating independently or
as a part of a carrier group.

Petty Officer Harris is a 1989
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, and joined the Navy in
May 1990.

‘Y’ to Purchase
Westfield Christian

Science Church
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- “The Westfield ‘Y’
is in the process of acquiring the
property” of the Christian Science
Church at 422 East Broad Street,
according to Darielle Walsh, Chair-
person of the “Y” Board of Directors.

The 10,000 square foot building
sits on a half an acre, and the Phase
I environmental study is currently
underway.

The “Y” is not planning to tear the
building down, but is planning reno-
vations.

Mrs. Walsh told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the “Y’s” even-
tual plans for the building are to
expand its nursery school program,
and to host programs for teens and
seniors in the afternoon and eve-
nings.

According to Mrs. Walsh, the “Y”
expects to close the deal in the first
quarter of next year.

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
www.boylehotels.com

Reservations:
800-688-7474 • 908-654-5600

                                        • Free Wireless High Speed
                                          Internet Connection
                                        • Elegant Accomodations
                                        • Special Weekend Rate
                                        • Efficiencies for
                                          Long Term Stays
• Day Meeting Packages In Our Club Room
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant
• Conveniently Located in Lovely Downtown Westfield
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Deluxe Guest Rooms with Pillow Top
                         Mattresses
• Minutes from Garden State Parkway
• Buses & Trains to NYC Within Half A Block
• 14 Miles from Newark Liberty Airport

WF FMBA to Hold
Holiday Food Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30 will be
conducting their eighth annual Holiday
Food Drive for needy area residents.

Non-perishable food items will be
accepted at Fire Headquarters, 405
North Avenue, West, throughout the
months of November and Decem-
ber, concluding at 9 p.m. on Friday,
December 19.

The food baskets will be distrib-
uted to those in need through local
churches and civic organizations in
time for the Christmas holiday.

In its first food drive in 1996, the
FMBA Local 30 distributed holiday
meals to approximately 75 families in
Westfield, with the number increasing
to 130 families in 2002. Local No. 30
donated one turkey to each meal dis-
tributed, and will do so again this year.

The fire fighters of Local 30 extend
sincere gratitude to all who partici-
pated in previous years and look for-
ward to another successful year.


