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Mountainside’s Beechwood
School to Open in November

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE -- At the
Mountainside Board of Education
meeting on October 28, Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi announced that the
district should receive the Certifi-
cate of Occupancy for Beechwood
School in the next few weeks.

Mr. Goggi confirmed that students
will be in their new classrooms by
December, in time to “toast in the
New Year.”

Chief School Administrator Gerard
Schaller stated that parents and stu-
dents will be invited to tour the school
prior to its opening. In order to famil-
iarize them with their new school,
students will be visiting Beechwood
with their teachers before moving
into their new classroom.

A candidate for Chief School Ad-

ministrator has not yet been found to
replace Dr. Schaller when his resig-
nation takes affect in June 2003. Mr.
Goggi will be inviting staff, as well
as parents, to come up with criteria
for the job indicating what they feel
are key attributes for the post.

“Once specific criteria is narrowed
down, then the search will begin,”
Mr. Goggi stated.

Quite a few parents attending the
meeting were concerned with the
fact that the interviewing process has
not yet begun, feeling that “all the
good candidates will be taken by the
time the search is underway.”

“We are not concerned with the
timing,” Mr. Goggi replied.

A “review of process” will be done
in lieu of the fact that the MOPPET
bus arrived to school an hour and a
half late one day last week and not
one parent was contacted to deter-
mine why the children had not ar-
rived. Some children boarded their
bus approximately three hours be-
fore arriving at school. The school’s
procedure of notifying parents if a
child does not arrive at school was
not followed and Dr. Schaller will be
trying to determine why.

The bus company, responsible for
transporting the children, assigned a
non-English speaking driver to the
route. When the driver became lost,
he was unable to communicate and
could not give his exact location in
order to receive help.

It is unclear where the ‘gap’ in
policy occurred but parents were never
notified that their children had not
arrived at school. Mr. Goggi will be
reviewing the current process and re-
vising it so that similar situations do
not occur. “Safety, notification and
confidence of the parents in the school
district is key,” Mr. Goggi said.

SP Planning Bd. Approves
Evergreen Ave. Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Planning Board gave its ap-
proval to a minor subdivision appli-
cation for a property at 2225 Ever-
green Avenue. In an extremely brief
meeting on October 27, the board
backed the application by CDI Build-
ers LLC to divide the property, which
presently houses a single-family
home, into two identical 50-foot by
155-foot lots and then raze the exist-
ing home and build two new single-
family homes.

Ralph Checcio, one of the princi-
pals of CDI Builders, told the board
that the new homes’ selling price
would be in the $400,000-$500,000
range and would require no vari-
ances.

Planning Board member Robert
LaCosta said the township’s tax as-
sessor had informed him that prop-
erty taxes on the property were two
quarters in arrears.

CDI’s attorney Joseph Vyzas said
that when CDI purchases the prop-
erty, those taxes would be withheld
from the seller and be paid to the
township.

Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein
pointed out that the drawings of the
site had the new homes’ setbacks
being a bit less than most of the
neighboring homes on the block be-
tween Westfield Road and Pine Street.

Mr. LaCosta explained that the set-
backs still fell within the 30-foot to
35-foot range prescribed by local
ordinances. He said the architect had
averaged together the setbacks of all
the homes on the block, including
one home whose setback is only five
feet, in order to come up with set-
back distances for the two new homes.
Board member Alice Agran expressed
some concern that the fronts of the
new homes would not be aligned
with its neighbors and said it would
be more aesthetically pleasing if the
new homes were in line with the
others. When Mr. Checcio said he
would have no problem revising his
plans so the setbacks were a bit far-
ther from the front property line, the
board agreed to make the further
setback a condition of its approval.

At the start of its meeting, which
lasted barely 30 minutes, the Plan-
ning Board memorialized its approval
of a subdivision application from Cuni
Investment Corp., located at 2314
South Avenue, that will result in a
subdivision of a lot located between
Algonquin Drive and Princeton Av-
enue into two separate lots followed
by improvements to a parking lot that
serves an existing doctor’s office. Sev-
eral conditions added by the board at
the October 15 hearing were formally
incorporated into the resolution of
approval, including those related to
landscaping and curbing.

UNKNOWN WIZARDS...Poppyfield’s and the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) awarded the above family the prize for the best “Wizard of Oz
Costume” on Saturday, October 25. However, the contest sponsors don’t know
who the winners are. If you know them, please contact the DWC at (908) 789-
9444.

James Glimm to
Receive National
Medal of Science
WASHINGTON, DC – James

Glimm, a noted mathematician
whose work has revolutionized
shock-wave theory and other fields
of study, has been named a 2002
National Medal of Science Laureate.

Raised in Westfield, Dr. Glimm is
the Director of the Center for Data
Intensive Computing and Chair of
the Department of Applied Math-
ematics and Statistics at Stony Brook
University.

President Bush made the an-
nouncement on October 28 in Wash-
ington. Dr. Glimm and seven other
distinguished scientists and engineers
will receive their medals November
6. In addition, six National Medal of
Technology Laureates were an-
nounced.

Dr. Glimm has made enormous con-
tributions to shock wave theory, which
explains the intense compression in
natural phenomena, such as air pres-
sure in sonic booms. His work in quan-
tum field theory and statistical me-
chanics had a major impact on math-
ematical physics and probability.

He is the second Stony Brook pro-
fessor to be named a National Medal
of Science Laureate.

For more detailed information on
the 2002 Medal of Science recipi-
ents visit www.nsf.gov/od/lpa/news/
03/pr03121.htm.

Showcase of NJ Potters
To Be Held at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its
Tenth Annual Holiday Sale of func-
tional and sculptural ceramics and
ceramic jewelry at the Trailside
Visitor’s Center in the Watchung
Reservation, Mountainside, at New
Providence Road and Coles Avenue,
on Saturday and Sunday, November
8 and 9, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission is free.

There will be several potters from
the area exhibiting their work this sea-
son. Marie Signorile will be exhibiting
her large carved vases. DeBorah Goletz,
whose tile work has been on exhibit
throughout the country, was recently
featured in Ceramics Monthly. Judith
Lerner Taylor, former soloist with the
American Ballet Theatre, will be show-
ing her graceful stoneware collection,
aptly named “Earth Dances.”

Available for sale will be a selec-

tion of vases, wall pieces, pitchers,
teapots, platters, casseroles, raku and
pit-fired vessels in varying colors
and styles, beautiful ceramic jew-
elry, and one-of-a-kind sculptures
and decorative objects of art.

For directions to the show, call the
Trailside Visitor’s Center in the Watchung
reservation at (908) 789-3670.

The Potters Guild is open to pot-
ters of all skill levels living in New
Jersey. For more information, please
see Pottersguildnj.com.

Genealogical Society to
Meet on November 15
WESTFIELD – The next meeting

of the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields will be on Saturday,
November 15, at 10 a.m. in the Pro-
gram Room of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library. The speaker this month
is Nancy Odter Heydt and her topic
will be “City Directories.”

Mrs. Heydt is a graduate of Elmira
College and has spent many years in
genealogical research. She has been
President of the Monmouth County
Genealogy Society and has concen-
trated on Cornish genealogy. She is
currently editing a book to be pub-
lished shortly on Cornish immigra-
tion and is researching another book
on “The Cornish in New Jersey.”

Her talk will address an often over-
looked source for genealogists: City
Directories. They can offer a wealth
of information for researchers not
available elsewhere.

Members of the public are invited
to attend.

Senator Launches
Website tomkean.com

State Senator Tom Kean this week
announced his new, fully interactive
website, tomkean.com. ”Understand-
ing the concerns of my constituents is
my first order of business,” said Kean.
“tomkean.com helps me fulfill that re-
sponsibility.”


