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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

PRICE REDUCTION - FOR SALE
241 North Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey

23,490± Square Foot Office & Retail Building 
Conveniently located downtown next to 

Westfield Train Station
Newly renovated HVAC and all mechanical systems 

For further information please contact Exclusive Agents:

STAN KURZWEIL, SIOR
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

SKURZWEIL@COLLIERSHOUSTON.COM

(732) 868-5111, EXT. 327

200 Cottontail Lane
Somerset, NJ 08854

Tel.: (732) 868-5111
Fax: (732) 868-8055
www.colliershouston.com 

GEORGE P. MOLLOY, SIOR
PRESIDENT

GMREALTYADVISORS@EARTHLINK.NET

(908) 281-9100

GM Realty Advisors
P.O. Box 6268
Hillsborough, NJ 08844

Tel.: (908) 281-9100
Fax: (908) 281-9159

WHY NOT HAVE YOUR COMPANY

HERE, WHERE YOU LIVE! 

The Westfield Leader Commended
For Writing Redevelopment Editorial

Parent Feels High School Should Not
Have Organization to Promote SexMore Letters to the Editor

The Leader editorial from a few weeks
ago entitled “Redevelopment Law Be-
ing Misapplied, Needs Test in Court”
was excellent, and I agree with most of
it. However, even if I did not agree, I
would still have to commend The Leader
on the courage it took to write it.

Mayor McDermott declares that he
finds disturbing the fact that the edito-
rial “impugns the integrity of the pro-
cess.” But “impugning the process” is
really the main crux of the editorial.
The editorial is clearly not attacking the
members of the town council them-
selves, but simply calling into question
the statutory realm that is being used to
implement the proposed projects.

The mayor also states that, in addi-
tion to areas of “urban blight,” the New
Jersey courts have held that Redevelop-
ment Law can be applied to areas that
are “stagnant and unproductive.” This
sounds quite reasonable.

However, the two sites in question
are neither stagnant nor unproductive.

The Leader editorial correctly states
“This application of the redevelopment
act has the effect of circumventing the
municipal laws of our land.” Mayor
McDermott has no response to this state-
ment, perhaps because it is undeniably
true.

Redevelopment law allows for laws
pertaining to public referenda to be ren-
dered null and void. Regardless of the size
of the project, the amount of the bonds to
be guaranteed by the town, or any other
features of the projects, taxpayers have no
opportunity to hold a referendum, as NJ
law would otherwise allow for and in fact
mandate in many cases.

It allows for the laws governing taxa-
tion to be sidestepped. In the case of a
Redevelopment project, the developer
can be granted a 100 percent tax exemp-
tion. The developer then pays a fee
directly to the town. This fee is essen-
tially a tax by another name, but it is not
shared with the county, or the school
system.

It allows for the bypassing of public
bidding laws. The construction, opera-
tion, and maintenance of the redevelop-
ment projects will therefore not be put
out for public bids and awarded to the
lowest qualified bidder.

It also allows for the bypassing of
open meeting laws. Because redevelop-
ment law has permitted the Town Coun-
cil to declare themselves as a separate
entity, which I believe is dubbed the
“Town of Westfield Redevelopment
Agency” or something like that, they
are not subject to the same “open meet-
ing” requirements that apply to regular
Town Council business.

The mayor spends a good portion of
his response defending Bob Powell (de-
veloper) and Bob Goldsmith (special
counsel). But his defense of them is
unwarranted because there was really
no personal attack made on them in the

first place.
The issue of whether Mr. Goldsmith

can properly represent the town’s inter-
ests is also a valid one. Is he looking out
for what is best for the town and keep-
ing town officials informed? If so, why
did several members of the town coun-
cil admit that there were aspects of the
redevelopment law that they did not
know about when they voted on it.

And was the town council informed
of recent changes in New Jersey rede-
velopment laws that were enacted over
the summer? And if that is the case,
what is the purpose of having an expert
“special counsel in the first place?

Bob Powell of Nassau HKT is only
mentioned because of the very legiti-
mate parallel drawn between what is
going on in Westfield and what has
occurred with a redevelopment project
in Princeton.

The most important parallel is that
the residents of Princeton were not given
the opportunity to voice their opinions
through a public referendum, just as it
looks will be happening in Westfield.

The citizens of Princeton organized
significant opposition to the project and
requested a public referendum, obtain-
ing over 800 signatures on a petition.
This request was denied, based on rede-
velopment law’s prohibition on refer-
endum, and citizens eventually took
their complaint to the courts. They lost
the initial round, and last I heard, they
were appealing the ruling.

Lastly, the mayor takes exception to
the fact that he sees the editorial as
calling for litigation against the Town
of Westfield. But this is not the case at
all. It is the state redevelopment law
that is being questioned. If it so happens
that someone decides to use the
Westfield situation to test the law in the
courts, then so be it. That is a chance
that the town takes by embarking on an
endeavor using fairly new and untested
laws.

Rather than being “reckless” and
“wrong” as the mayor calls it, the edito-
rial was a courageous statement that
should be applauded.

However, in the mayor’s defense, the
fact that he responded at all should be
applauded. If the mayor and/or council
responded to more of the issues raised
in The Westfield Leader, such as in the
editorials and letters to the editor, there
would be a lot more communication
and understanding among residents
about what is going on.

I would suggest that this “open dia-
log” continue as much as possible. Why
not have a regular weekly address from
either the mayor or member of the coun-
cil, discussing various issues? The Town
of Westfield would benefit greatly and
it would help to avoid the miscommuni-
cation that so often occurs between
government and the people it governs.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Serendipity slapped me across the
face last week when I had to run an
errand that found me walking the halls
at Westfield High School. As my child
is now a freshman, I had not had the
opportunity to see much of the interior
of the school, having only been there
for Parent Orientation in September. As
such, my eyes were darting about, remi-
niscing about my own high school ex-
perience.

Just outside of the Main Office in the
central corridor I happened upon a
poster-sized advertisement for “Gay-
Pops.” What could Gay-Pops possibly
be, I wondered? Upon closer inspec-
tion, I learned that these were lollipops
being sold to raise money for the Gay-
Straight Alliance, a student-teacher or-
ganization at the high school that is
seeking to educate students on issues
involving homosexuality. Next to this
was a poster that advertised the merits
of a Gay, Lesbian and Transgendered
Society at Rutgers.

I understand the reason that this or-
ganization came into existence: a knee-
jerk reaction to the preponderance of
homosexual slurs that teenagers tend to
bandy about carelessly, which at times,
has escalated into violence perpetrated
against gay people. But, the word “gay”
has undergone a revolution in recent
years, and today it carries with it the
connotation of someone that has made
a choice about their sexuality, choosing
to pursue people of the same gender
instead of the more traditional hetero-
sexual relationships.

Am I alone in believing that such
decisions about sexuality should be kept
out of high schools? I really don’t want
my 14 or 15-year-old learning about
homosexuality from a peer group in a
public high school. They will have plenty
of time to learn about that in their adult
life, and active homosexuality is an
adult situation that should not have a
place in student life.

What’s more, I believe that such an
advertisement is entirely inappropriate
for underage high school students.
Would an advertisement for “Porn-
Pops” in support of First Amendment
rights be permitted in the halls? Seems
perfectly legitimate given recent court
rulings, but totally inappropriate for a
high school full of “NC-17’s.” Try ad-
vertising “Drug-Pops” to raise money
to raise student awareness about the
dangers of drug abuse. Noble cause, but
the name would send shudders through
D.A.R.E. representatives everywhere.
As long as tolerance of alternate
lifestyles is the mantra, why not “Poly-
Pops”, a fundraiser for polygamists and
those that lead swinging lifestyles (and
I do not refer to Tarzan here)?

I find myself wondering why the Gay-
Straight Alliance even exists. Westfield
High School also has a student organi-
zation called “Anytown” that seeks to
promote tolerance across the board –
tolerance of race, religion, culture, and
yes, sexuality. Is it really necessary to
have a separate organization to promote
sex (and I mean sex, not gender) issues?
These are children, not adults. This is a
public high school, not a college cam-

pus. Are we so worried about offending
gay rights advocates that we automati-
cally reject – a radical suggestion by
today’s avant garde standards – putting
the sexual education of our children
where it belongs: in the home, under the
tutelage of their parents? Have parents
in this town failed so miserably that
they can no longer be entrusted with
such responsibilities?

Finally, there are people in our town
with varied religious beliefs –
Evangelicals, Muslims, Catholics and
Orthodox Jews, to name a few – that
would take offense at the promotion of
ANY sexual activity, let alone a gay
lifestyle, to underage children. This sen-
timent probably crosses religious lines
and can be found among people of other
denominations, as well as among those
with no denomination. If the aim is to
seek greater tolerance, don’t seek it at
the expense of the people of our com-
munity that do not approve of, or en-
dorse liberal sexuality and the alterna-
tive lifestyles of homosexuals. If en-
gendering a sense of tolerance means
respecting the beliefs of all, then the
blatant advertisement of sexual situa-
tions – gay or straight – is completely
disrespectful of those people in this
town that still teach their children that
premarital sex is wrong.

Michael O’Brien
Westfield

Lt. John Geoghegan Retires
From Westfield Police Dept.

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Lieutenant John
Geoghegan has retired from the
Westfield Police department after 35
years of service. Lt. Geoghegan
served on the patrol division his whole
career.

Lt. Geoghegan was promoted to
Sergeant in 1986, and then promoted
to Lieutenant in 2001. Lt Geoghegan
also served three years in the mili-
tary police.

During his career he dealt with many
situations, two of which stick out in his
mind the most. The first situation that
sticks out in his mind was when he and
another officer delivered a baby at
Stonely Park off Dorian Road. Since
the delivery, he has been in contact
with the Weber family and followed
the baby’s progress.

The other was in December 1971
when he was assigned to the List
case and had to guard the remains at
Redeemer Lutheran Church. Lt.

Geoghegan said “The List case was
a very hectic time for all of us at the
station.”

Lt. Geoghegan expressed to The
Westfield Leader “I really enjoyed
my time in working in Westfield, and
dealing with the people. Being a
policeman you see people at their
worst and their best. I really liked
being there for them in a time of
need.”

“Chief Tracy has been a good friend
in my years, and he has the police
department going in the right direc-
tion with the community policing,
DARE program, and various other
charitable organizations which have
been very positive for the public
relations of the department. I wish
Chief Tracy and the department all
the best in the years to follow. I
would also like to thank my wife
Maureen of 34 years and my children
Jim, Maura, Kevin, and Cristin for
all their support,” Lt. Geoghegan
told The Leader.

Wisdom’s Light to Wrap Up
Series on God and Ecology

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to the third and final session of
a series on God and Ecology at the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield next Thursday, November
13, at 7:30 p.m.

This series offers participants with
an opportunity to discuss environ-
mental concerns through the percep-
tion of faith. This session will exam-
ine how humans are called to be
good stewards of creation; how faith
addresses this responsibility, and how
science can provide the ways and
means to do so.

Participants will also look at var-

ied ways to care for nature and ad-
dress issues of economics and social
justice as environmental concerns.

People of all faiths, as well as
those who do not practice a faith, are
invited to share their perspectives on
these issues.

The session is a project of the
Wisdom’s Light ministry of the First
Congregational Church of Closter. It
will be facilitated by the Reverend
John Mills, Pastor of that church.

The First Congregational Church
of Westfield is located at 125 Elmer
Street and may be reached at (908)
233-2494.

Program Slated on Ministering
To People With HIV/AIDS

WESTFIELD — A program on
ministering to people affected by
HIV/AIDS will be held on Wednes-
day, November 19, at 7 p.m. at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church Interparochial School, 336
First Street in Westfield.

The program will be held in the
Parish Council Room and light
refreshments will be provided. At-
tendees should use the Watterson
Street entrance.

It will be sponsored by the AIDS
Ministries of Holy Trinity and St.

Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
also in Westfield.

The Reverend Linda Ellerbe, Di-
rector of PROJECT FAITH (Fami-
lies Acquiring Information To-
gether on HIV/AIDS) and Pastor
of the Bethel AME Church in
Passaic, will speak on “The Pasto-
ral Imperative: Feed My Sheep.”

Robert Hanson of the National
Catholic AIDS Network will dis-
cuss “Spiritual Renewal for the
AIDS Pastoral Workers and Care
Givers,” while the Beth Angels of
Morristown will present “An HIV/
AIDS Ministry That Works.”

Interested individuals are asked
to call Joanne Williams, Manager
of the Community Health Center
at Vauxhall, at (908) 964-8010 or
(908) 964-8024 by Friday, Novem-
ber 14, indicating the number of
people attending.

St. John’s Baptist Set
To Recognize Seniors
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains, will
host its annual Senior Citizens Day
this Sunday, November 9, during the
10 a.m. service.

The Reverend Curtis Riddick from
the Faith Hope Baptist Church in
New Brunswick will be the guest
speaker. Approximately 150 seniors
will be honored and treated to dinner
at The Westwood in Garwood fol-
lowing the service.

St. John’s Deacon Ministry spon-
sors this annual event to recognize
seniors for their service over many
years in the church. The public is
invited to attend. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-6972.

Ketubah Unit to Have
Dinner at Royal Buffet
AREA – The B’nai B’rith Ketubah

Married Couples Unit (40+) will meet
for dinner at the Royal Buffet, 1373
Route 35 in Middletown, this Sun-
day, November 16, at 6 p.m.

The cost is $11.99 per person, plus
tax and gratuity. Non-members are
welcome to attend. Interested per-
sons are asked to call Elaine at (908)
232-0062 by Friday, November 14.

Workshops Planned
On Parenting Teens
WESTFIELD – Two open fo-

rums on parenting teenagers will
be held on Sundays, November
9 and 23, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield.

Linda Van Fossen, Executive
Director of the Counseling Cen-
ter for Human Development,
Inc., headquartered in Cranford,
will be the facilitator. Sponsored
by the church’s Board of Chris-
tian Education, the workshops
are free and open to the public.

A supervised Youth Fellow-
ship program for middle and se-
nior high school youth will be
offered at the church at the same
time.

Childcare for younger children
will be provided at a nominal fee
for those who register by tomor-
row, Friday, November 7, for the
first session and Wednesday, No-
vember 19, for the second ses-
sion. To register, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

More Church News

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

New Listing!
Westfield . . . Located on a quiet tree-lined street, this spacious split level is set on a
private corner lot.  Creature comforts include central air conditioning, a large eat-in
kitchen and a two car attached garage.  Four generous bedrooms include a Master Bed-
room with Bath.  The Family Room offers plenty of room for entertaining and leads to
the private backyard.  Call now for details or for your private showing.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate

Direct Line: (908) 301-2029

O ffered at $459,900
For a Virtual Tour of this property, visit my Website: www.NJTopHomes.com


