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Leader/Times
 Will Relocate

Office on April 1
The office of The Westfield

Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood will relocate,
effective April 1, to the “Train
Station Plaza” – 251 North Av-
enue West, Third Floor. This is
one block from our current loca-
tion on Elm Street in Westfield.
Our mailing address, telephone
numbers and e-mail addresses
will remain the same as currently
for the newspapers.

This relocation of the main
office will not impact the loca-
tion of our satellite office on
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains.

I believe that our new office
will help us serve you better, and
that you will find it to be readily
accessible with the modern sur-
roundings, parking and elevator
service.

Although the move is just one
block, there are various things
involved for us after many de-
cades in one location,. To name a
few, we’re installing new phone,
computer and communication
systems.

We do not expect any signifi-
cant snags. Still, during the tran-
sition, we hope everyone under-
stands should any inconvenience
be encountered.

I look forward to seeing every-
one at our new business location,
effective April 1. We will have a
formal Open House Celebration
at the end of April. I invite you all
and hope that you can attend. We
will keep you informed.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

          Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
PRAYERS FOR PEACE…Residents from around the area gathered at Westfield’s
9/11 Memorial Park on Sunday night for a candlelight vigil to oppose the US
Invasion of Iraq. Similar vigils were held in over 3,000 cities worldwide.

County Freeholder Board Commits
To Pay, Insure Military Employees

By JAMES A. BRIDGE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Union County will cover the home
front by watching the backs of its part-
time soldiery if they are sent to war.

The county has agreed to pay re-
servists the difference between their
military pay and county pay for the
duration of their deployment and to
continue health benefits for employ-
ees and their families for the duration
of deployment.

Union County is one of only a
handful of employers across the coun-

try to have made this commitment to
the men and women serving the na-
tion.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood said during the March 6
agenda meeting of the board that the
County wanted its employee-reserv-
ists and their families to not miss a
beat in pay or benefits should they be
called away to serve for an extended
period of time.

“They’ll be able to have their health
benefits just as if they’re still in the
building,” he said.

The County Information Office
announced that Union County and
the National Committee for Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve, an
office of the US Department of De-
fense, will sign a support agreement
for employees in the National Guard
and military reservists.

Union County, which serves 500,000
people in 21 municipalities, has 2,700
employees and about 20 have notified
the county’s Personnel Office that they
may be called in. Three employees
have already been deployed.
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Westfield Board of Education Hears
Construction Update on High School
By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
convened Tuesday night for a short
business meeting.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
presented a construction update,
showing members who were absent
for the walk-through the current state
of the Westfield High School (WHS)
building.

Using slides, she revealed the work
on the new guidance/faculty room,
science and computer labs, the sec-
ond floor connecting ramp, and the
already completed student center.

Ms. Rhodes added that the sub-
stantial completion of the three-story
addition should be ready by Wednes-
day, April 30, with the exception of
the chemistry labs and fume hoods.

Meanwhile, the renovation of ex-
isting classrooms is scheduled to start
on or around Sunday, June 15. The
project is estimated to reach comple-
tion by the end of August.

The members thanked Board Sec-
retary and Business Administrator
Robert Berman for all his hard work
on the new addition at WHS. Mr.
Berman also informed the board that
furniture bids for the new rooms at
WHS had opened on March 18.

In related news, Ms. Rhodes re-
layed the Facility Committee’s work
on the use of fields owned and oper-
ated by the board. Working closely
with the town, they have decided to
open all fields at the same time.

Meanwhile, it was with regret that
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley informed the board of the
retirement of teachers Judith Tretiak,
Mary Shea, H. Carol Lester, Joan Horn,
and Roberta Cohen.

Finally, Dr. Foley noted that under
the “No Child Left Behind” act, army
recruiters are given access to the
district’s directory of students.

“Unless you affirmatively opt-out,”
he said, your name is available to them.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix

will draft a letter that parents can
follow as a model to then have their
child removed from such a list.

Next Tuesday, the board will meet
at 8 p.m. to discuss class rank, park-
ing, and the budget at the larger venue
of the WHS cafeteria and invites the
public to attend.

MS Council Honors Capt. Osieja;
Backs RVSA’s Funding Request

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday’s Mountainside council
meeting began with a presentation to
Captain Richard Osieja for his 25
years of service to the Mountainside
police force.

Councilman Keith Turner, Police
Commissioner, presented Captain
Osieja with a gold watch as his wife,
Dona, and three children looked on.
Captain Osieja was named a lieuten-
ant in 1998 and was promoted to his
current rank in 2000.

Captain Osieja thanked the Mayor

and council, as well as past council
members, for the rewarding experi-
ence of serving the community he
calls home.

“I am so happy to work and live in
Mountainside,” he stated. “It is a tes-
tament to Mountainside that people
who work here want to live here.”

After the presentation, Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti addressed the audience,
saying, “I want to thank Rich for his
25 years of service to the Borough of
Mountainside. I remember the night
he was sworn in 25 years ago and
watched him work his way through

the ranks from patrolman. I know he
comes from a law enforcement family
and makes them very proud. He has
also, on numerous occasions, made
Mountainside very proud.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to appeal to the
State of New Jersey to help support
the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) request for finan-
cial assistance from the state and the
counties of Union and Middlesex, to
help pay for the $92 million Compre-
hensive Strategic Plan ordered by the
Superior Court of New Jersey.

According to Borough Attorney
John Post, the plan is a result of liti-
gation filed by the Department of
Environmental Protection and the
American Littoral Society. The Mayor
stated that he encouraged the other
10 member communities of the au-
thority to also make the same ap-
peals.

Other members of the RVSA in-
clude Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Rahway, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Woodbridge
and Roselle Park.

Under another matter, the council
approved a resolution supporting the
construction of a bicycle and pedes-
trian trail through Lenape Park in
Westfield that will connect to Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

According to Councilman Turner,
this bikeway is part of a county pro-
gram called East Coast Greenway,
designed to connect various parks
within Union County.

Money for this project will be
awarded through the state’s TEA-21
New Jersey Transportation Enhance-
ment Program Grant.

Finally, a resolution was passed
allowing borough employees to re-
ceive a financial incentive by waiv-
ing their employee health coverage.

The resolution states that employ-
ees who wish to utilize health ben-
efits as a dependent or a spouse, else-
where, that are equal to or greater than
benefits provided by the borough,
can receive monetary rewards.

The resolution states that any single
employee who is eligible for partici-
pation in the State Health Benefits
through the Borough of
Mountainside and wishes to waiver
receive $1,200 and an employee
waiving family coverage receive an
incentive of $2,500. The resolution
also stipulates that the payments shall
be done in two installments on June
30 and December 30. It concludes by
stating that at if an employee needs
the health coverage back, they can be
re-instated immediately, but that any
unpaid incentive would then be au-
tomatically forfeited.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Council OK’s Parking
Restrictions Around WHS

MS School Bd.
Will Not Ask

Second Question

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the conference session be-
fore the public portion of Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, an ordinance restricting
parking on Stoneleigh Park, Edgar
Road and Lynwood Place was once
again the focal point of discussion.

The ordinance prevents parking
on both sides of Edgar Road between
Rahway and Hyslip Avenues from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. on school days.

On Lynwood Place, parking is re-
stricted from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on school
days between Codding Road and First
Street. Stoneleigh Park will have no
parking on the inner portion of the

circle, and restricted parking from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. on school days on
parts of the outer portion of the
circle.

The ordinance comes after resi-
dents petitioned for the parking re-
strictions due to a large amount of
high school students parking in front
of their homes, blocking driveways,
loitering, and using drugs.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman
David Haas stated that residents of
other streets surrounding the high
school will complain to the council
when the students are forced to park
there. He said that when that happens
it is a “failure” on the part of the
council.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt questioned
why it would be a “failure,” to which
Councilman Haas responded that
there should be a “uniform rule” for
the area.

Councilman Betancourt stated that
if the high school had been built in
2002 it would be possible to make a
uniform rule, adding that the council
doesn’t “have a choice but to protect
these residents.”

Councilman Haas stated that, “fail-
ure may be too strong” a word, but he
feels the council has a responsibility
to the whole area.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that these streets are being done be-
cause the residents went through the
process. He said that the Transporta-
tion Parking and Traffic (TPT) Com-
mittee will be looking into a program
working with the Board of Educa-
tion.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the committee has been working on it
for a year, and through it is moving
along, it takes time.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson stated that
she would like to see the council be
“proactive instead of reactive.”

Councilman Betancourt, TPT
Committee, stated that since Coun-
cilwoman Jacobson also sits on the
committee, is the fourth ward coun-
cilwoman, and is one of the liaisons
to the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, she should take the lead on the
issue.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told the council that Parking Director
Captain John Morgan is having signs
made so that the new parking restric-
tions can be enforced and are “not
just on paper.”

Mayor McDermott stated that Cap-
tain Morgan has been educating resi-
dents on parking since enforcement
has been stepped up by going out and
talking to people, “he’s trying to be as
proactive as he can.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana questioned if there
was a mechanism in place for the
school board to distribute the new
parking restrictions to the high school
students.

Councilwoman Jacobson stated
that it could be worked out at the next
liaison committee meeting.

At the start of the public portion of
the meeting, Councilman
Betancourt read the invocation in
“support of (President) George W.
Bush and the men and women going
to war.”

New Jersey Republican Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick of Westfield was
seated in the audience and was wel-
comed by Mayor McDermott.

Assm. Bramnick stated that he
wanted to advise the council and the
public that his office is in Westfield
with Republican Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. and Republican Assembly-
man Eric Munoz.

He advised the public and the coun-

cil that he can be reached at his office
and at his home on Watchung Fork.

Assm. Bramnick also said that he
wanted to reach out to Democrat
Councilwoman Jacobson and Coun-
cilmen Haas and Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman because he
represents the entire district and does
not ask party affiliation.

Mayor McDermott asked Assm.
Bramnick for an update on a recent
meeting that was held in Westfield
regarding Governor James
McGreevey cutting all state funding
to the fine arts.

Assm. Bramnick stated that the
governor has put half of the funding
back, but that it is important who will
distribute the funds to “make sure the
money stays free of partisan politics.”
He feels that Sen. Kean is responsible
for the 50 percent being returned to
the budget.

Mayor McDermott also took a
moment to address the public to let

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of
Education held a special meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 18 to
discuss a possible second ques-
tion in regards to the 2003-2004
school budget.

The second question which
would ask tax payers for
$422,000, would reinstate all
programs that had to be cut in K-
8. However, according to the
Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion, after the board submitted
their tentative $10.6 million dol-
lar budget to the County Super-
intendent for certification, they
found out that they were eli-
gible to increase their tax levy
through the Annual SGLA
(Spending Gross Limitation Ad-
justments).

The SGLA permits the dis-
trict to go above the three per-
cent cap in light of the districts
increased enrollment (68 stu-
dents). The legislation (annual
SGLA) allows a district to bank
the allotted amount for a
rollover period of two years.
That amount is not additional
monies, it just simply allows
the district to ask voters for
more tax money for the base
budget.

Thus, the BOE will include
that $422,000 into their base
budget, bringing the proposed
budget slightly over $11 mil-
lion.

According to Business
Adminstrator Paul Vizzuso The
proposed tax increase in
Mountainside, given the $11
million budget, will be an esti-
mate of $415 based on the aver-
age home assessment, which is
currently $158,000.

Three of the proposed $11
million must be paid to Berkley
Heights for high school tu-
ition.

In other news, the board stated
that the contractual deadline for
the Beechwood School con-
struction project is August 25.
All final housekeeping and fi-
nal touches are to be completed
following August 25, just in time
for school opening.

School Chief Administrator
Dr. Gerard Schaller also men-
tioned that a tour of Beechwood
School is planned for parents
and community members. The
tour will allow the public to view
the school prior to the extensive
construction. As of now the tour
is anticipated for Tuesday, April
1 or Thursday, April 3, unless
construction interferes. In addi-
tion, construction projects at
Deerfield School are due to be-
gin after school lets out, in early
summer.

The next Board of Education
meeting, where the budget will
formally be presented to the pub-
lic, will be on held in the
Mountainside Borough Hall on
March 24 at 7:30 p.m.

  Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
SMILING IRISH EYES…Ken Kimble, left, and Jack Brennan, far right, originated the St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef and
Cabbage Luncheon 26 years ago at the Knights of Columbus in Westfield. They celebrated last Monday with little Maggie
Kelly of Westfield who attended with her mom and dad.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
GOVERNMENT IN ACTION…Assemblywoman Linda Stender, center, visited
with the Fanwood Fire Department after Governor James McGreevey signed her
Fire Service Deployment Act bill this week. Pictured with Assemblywoman
Stender, are, from left: Captain Jason Lowery, Marc Donnadio, Frank Dietl, Fire
Chief Rick Regenthal and First Lieutenant Mark Ettore.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
• Roselle Fire Headquarters – standby

and cover Roselle.
SATURDAY, MARCH 1

• Summit Avenue – furnace fire.
• East Broad Street – carbon monoxide leak.
• South Avenue, West – fire alarm

activated unintentionally.
• North Avenue, West – malfunctioning

fire alarm.
• Boulevard – water leak.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2
• North Avenue, West – trash fire.
• Boulevard – structure fire.
• Downer Street – malfunctioning car-

bon monoxide alarm.
MONDAY, MARCH 3

• Carleton Road – structure fire.
• Plainfield Fire Headquarters –

standby and cover Plainfield.
TUESDAY, MARCH 4

• South Avenue, West – car fire.
• North Avenue, West – medical emergency.
• Nancy Way – gas odor in home.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
• Myrtle Avenue – malfunctioning fire

alarm.
• Pine Court – malfunctioning carbon

monoxide alarm.
• Moss Avenue – malfunctioning car-

bon monoxide alarm.
• Central Avenue – flooded basement.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
• Hyslip Avenue – fire alarm activated

unintentionally.
• Springfield Avenue – auto accident

with gasoline leak.
• Lamberts Mill Road – cooking fire.
• South Avenue, East – complaint of

fire code violations.
• Boynton Avenue – malfunctioning

carbon monoxide alarm.

Paramedics 12 (first call); 5 (second call); 1 (third call) = 18
Genesis Eldercare  5 (first call); 2 (second call); 1 (third call) = 8
Senior Citizens Complex 1 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call) = 2
Out of Town Mutual Aid 4 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call) = 4
Total Calls: 47

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for Weeks Ending March 8, 2003
Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury 5             1
Bleeding/Hemorrhage 2
Cardiac Arrest 1
Cardiac Related 7
Chest Injury 3
Diabetic Related (Potential)             1
Fire Call 1
Gasro-Intestinal Distress 3             3          1
General Illness 2
Lift Assist 1
Other 1              1
Other Injury 3              1
Respiratory Distress 2              1
Spinal Injury 4
Suspected Fracture 1
Syncope              1
Unconscious 1

TOTALS 37              9            1

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
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Peace and
War Talk

By LAUREN S. PASS and
BILL SHEPPARD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As gas prices were rising, so were
the spring like temperatures on Sun-
day night as over 100 people from all
over the area gathered at Westfield’s
September 11 memorial for a candle-
light vigil for peace.

One high school student wore an
American flag over her shoulders, but
in place of the stars, was a peace sign.

Twenty-five hours later, President
George W. Bush delivered an ultima-
tum to Saddam Hussein, giving him
and his sons 48 hours to leave Iraq or
face war. Hussein quickly responded
that he will not be leaving his country.

Almost immediately after the
president’s speech, the terror alert level
rose once again from yellow to orange.

On Tuesday morning, Homeland
Security Secretary Tom Ridge out-
lined “Operation Liberty Shield,” a
revised security plan for airports, rail
stations and ports.

As Secretary Ridge made his re-
port, news agencies reported that an
American was killed by a gunman in
Yemen, the same country where the
USS Cole suffered a terrorist attack in
October of 2000.

It was technically still St. Patrick’s
Day 2003 in our area when the presi-
dent made his historic announcement.

Celebrants from our area were still
digesting their corned beef and cabbage
meals, served up from places like the
Knights of Columbus on North Avenue.
Kids were doing their homework, late
commuters were arriving at the train
station and diners were eating out.

Some of our local residents, who
are among the 250,000 military per-
sonnel called to active duty, were
either en route to far away places
like Camp New Jersey in Kuwait or
on board one of the armadas in The
Persian Gulf. The ultimatum an-
nouncement was personal to those
families whose loved ones will be
on the frontlines of this potential
war.

American flags flew outside most
of the stores downtown, while one
establishment flew a peace flag.

Although people have their own
opinions regarding the war, everyone
wants to see the American troops re-
turn home safely.

As of press time, the clock remains
ticking.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 11
• Police reported that a rock was thrown

through the front living room window of
a residence on Cedar Street. It is unknown
who was responsible for the incident.

• A suspected shoplifter assaulted a
21-year-old female loss prevention officer
at a North Avenue store, punching her
under her left eye, before fleeing the scene
in a silver, four-door vehicle.

The female suspect is described as black,
35 to 40 years old, with a large build. An
unknown amount of merchandise was
taken from the store, police said. The victim
did not require medical attention.

• After being arrested on a $500 contempt
of court warrant out of Hillside, Kenneth
Salmon, 36, of Westfield was charged with
possession of suspected crack cocaine and
possession of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Bail for Salmon, who was taken into
custody on Forest Avenue, was set at $2,500.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
• Laquan Murphy, 23, of East Orange,

along with Jessica Warren and Lachanda
Williams, both 21-year-olds from New-
ark, were charged with burglary and theft
after they allegedly attempted to steal a
1993 BMW from Park Street. The vehicle
belongs to a Westfield resident.

The three had been taken into custody on
Carleton Road. Bail was to be set for
Murphy, who was additionally charged

with possession of burglary tools, criminal
mischief and possession of suspected
heroin. Warren and Williams were each
released on their own recognizance.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
• An attempt was made to steal a 1996

Jeep belonging to a Westfield resident.
Police said the vehicle, which was on Ross
Place at the time, sustained damage as a
result of the incident.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
• After being stopped for speeding,

Michael Hodges, 44, of Sayreville was
arrested on Central Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated and refusal
to submit to a breath test. He was released
on his own recognizance with a summons.

• Richard Adelaar, 50, of Westfield was
arrested on Dudley Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was subse-
quently released to a responsible party.

• A Lamberts Mill Road resident re-
ported that an unknown individual drove
over his lawn on March 12, causing dam-
age to the property.

SATURDAY, MARCH 15
• Following a motor vehicle stop on

Central Avenue, Brian Drecksage, 22, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was later
released to a responsible party.

SUNDAY, MARCH 16
• An Arlington Avenue resident’s

motor vehicle was damaged during an
incident in the 100 block of Connecticut
Street. The roof, hood and a side door were
dented. Police said the vehicle had also
been pushed down the street.

• A Clark resident reported that some-
one broke the driver’s side window on her
black Jeep while it was parked in the 1700
block of Boulevard.

Washington School Fetes
‘Read Across America’
WESTFIELD – Students at Wash-

ington Elementary School in Westfield
celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 99th birthday with
a “Read Across America” musical as-
sembly.

To prepare for the event, every grade
was assigned a different region of the
United States, and then spent several
weeks researching and reading about
that specific territory.

The assembly was led by Washing-
ton Librarian Sally Susan Heyder, who
dressed as the “Cat in the Hat,” and
Music Instructor Theodore Hendricks.

Children performed songs from ev-
ery region in the nation, while a slide
show ran simultaneously, depicting the
books the students had read.

MIKAELA CRUZ, Westfield
“I don’t really support the war. We

can always donate money, write let-
ters, keep the faith up and be strong.”

JOHN DWYER, Califon
“We can support the troops. The

one thing I found is that you can come
back from the Vietnam War and no-
body cares about you. Whether or not
you support the policy, you can sup-
port the troops.”

TOM CHERIN, Westfield
“Show support, show belief in what

we are doing and to spread that posi-
tive word around. Yes, I support the
war. I don’t like war, but we’re doing
the right thing in order to create unifi-
cation among United States citizens.”

RAY AUGUSTIN, Westfield
employee, New Hope, Pa. resident

“I have a son who is in the military,
so I can support him.  I think it’s (war)
going to make us less safe after the
war is over.”

MATT SALVATO, Westfield
“I don’t really know. I support

the war. In the first Gulf War, I had
the office take up a collection. I
don’t think it’s necessary this time.
They seem to have everything they
need. The only thing you can do is
be supportive and in conversations
show that you are supportive.”

What do you think you, as a citizen, should do
to support our troops in a pending war?

VALERIE CHAVEZ,
Garwood business owner

“I just feel no matter what our
opinions are, if our President decides
that we should go to war, we should
support it. We should not speak
against our country or our President.”

EDDIE JASTRZEBSKI,
Proprietor in Fanwood

“Fly our flag proudly, give
blood, talk to your children to re-
assure them they are safe. Stay alert
and vigilant with your neighbors,
whatever your job or profession
make an extra effort to keep our
democratic system of government
strong.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School ROTC
Enlists Aviation Artist, Keith Ferris, for Video

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Each year, the
AeroSpace Education Foundation
sponsors an international video con-
test open to high school Air Force
Junior ROTC units.

Every year, local cadets from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School submit
an entry. They write, produce, direct,
dub and edit a video based upon the
parameters set forth by the educa-
tional organization.

The winning entry receives a
$1,000 monetary award, a plaque, a
trip to Washington, D.C., and of course
“bragging” rights for the year.

A spokesperson for the Aerospace
Education Foundation told The
Westfield Leader, “Judges are look-
ing for creativity, original produc-
tion, and technical merit. “The Jimmy
Stewart Award” named after the actor/
aviator challenges Air Force Junior
ROTC units around the world to com-
pete by creating a marketing video.

For the year 2003, units have been
asked to create a 60 second public
service announcement on the theme
“On the 100th anniversary of pow-
ered flight, explain the importance of
the airplane to the military and our
way of life.”

The student unit has participated
in the contest for the past 20 years.
Major Eugene Pearson, senior aero-
space instructor told The Leader at
the school’s television studio during

the taping, “The students work very
hard every year on this project. Over
the past 20 years our unit, the NJ821st
AFJROTC, has received an honor-
able mention or higher in 17 of those
20 years, quite an impressive record
of educational achievement. Of those
awards our student production en-
tries have won best overall or first
place five times. We have not won the
contest for the last four years and the
cadets are motivated to return to the
first place circle.”

The Leader was invited to ob-
serve the behind the scenes prepa-
rations by the students. After school
on Monday afternoon, in Mr.
Hopper’s High School TV studio,
cadets Alexandra Kuck, Ray Garcia,
Dan Heppt, and Irlea Grimes wear-
ing “class A” uniforms receive last
minute instructions from student
director Pedro Florentin.

“We’re using a green screen for the
first time and hope our technical
preparations work out,” Cadet
Florentin told The Leader.

The Aerospace Education Founda-
tion hasn’t made it easy this year for
the students. Squeezing one hundred
years into a mere 60 seconds of video
was the first challenge the students
faced. After numerous ideas, propos-
als and some sleepless nights, the
unit decided upon utilizing the vi-
sual media created by a world re-
nowned aviation artist/historian
Keith Ferris as a backdrop for their

production.
“The students contacted Mr. Ferris,

a resident of Morris Plains, New Jer-
sey, asking for his permission to use
some of his famous illustrations and
paintings in the student video and he
agreed immediately,” Major Pearson
told The Leader.

However, that original idea ex-
panded into having Mr. Ferris appear
in the production with the students.
While the students were adjusting
the lights and doing sound checks,
Mr. Ferris arrived at the studio with
his wife Peggy.

“We enjoy working with and sup-
porting educational initiatives by stu-
dents,” Mr. Ferris told The Leader,
“This unit in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in particular seems to get better every
year. They are terrific.”

Mr. and Mrs. Ferris have been
giving support to the local cadets
since 1989. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Principal Dr. David
Heisey dropped by the studio/class-
room to welcome Mr. Ferris and his
wife to the school and to wish the
students good luck on their mis-
sion.

“This is a highly motivated group
of students and with Pedro at the
helm, I’m confident the result will be
great,” said Dr. Heisey.

“Mr. Ferris we’re ready for you,”
announced Pedro. So the taping be-
gan of one part of their production, all
run by students. After a number of

takes and retakes, adjustments to
light, sound, camera angles and the
all so tight time constraints, all are
satisfied with the last take. Next up
the students went through their por-
tion of the production. Aviation his-
tory, the science of flight, the ex-
ploration of space and we are the
future of aviation are parts of their
script.

Staying in the studio to watch and
encourage the cadets, Mr. Ferris told
The Leader, “I have a personal attach-
ment to my own paintings in that I’ve
flown every plane that I have painted.
I’m currently working on depicting
the first flight on 17 December 1903
at Kitty Hawk, so this invitation by
the students is most meaningful to
me. I just had to make time for them”
Keith Ferris is on a busy schedule of
late, during the 100th anniversary of
the first flight at Kitty Hawk. His
works hang in numerous govern-
ment and corporate headquarters
across America. They also are in all
sizes ranging from a 25' by 75' wide
mural at the National Air and Space
Museum of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in Washington, D.C. to the de-
sign of the 21-cent U.S. International
Air Mail Postal Card for the U.S.
Postal Service. This year he has no
less than six major exhibitions on
the schedule.

“I’m looking forward to returning
to my alma mater Texas A&M this
summer and the exhibition at George
Bush’s presidential library,” he told
The Leader.

“Okay, that’s a wrap.” Pedro de-
clared. The next and probably hard-
est part of the project begins, editing,
and mixing the raw videotape into an
award winning entry.

them know that the “council is com-
mitted to doing everything that we
can” for the fields in town. He stated
that the council is working with the
Department of Public Works and the
Recreation Department to create a
maintenance plan.

The ordinance for the parking re-
strictions was approved, after the
mayor and members of the council
thanked Town Attorney Robert
Cockren for getting the ordinance
done so quickly.

Mr. Cockren stated that the ordi-
nance will be fully approved after it’s
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second reading on Tuesday, April 8.
He also stated that the ordinance al-
lows for residential permit applica-
tions, which would allow residents to
park in front of their own homes,
regardless of restrictions.

The council then moved into
closed session to discuss matters re-
lating to the New Street development
and matters related to the hiring of a
parking deck developer.
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