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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Parents Invited to Meeting
Regarding Youth Mission

Chelsea at Fanwood Requests
Items to Be Sent to Troops

Women’s Seder Planned
At Temple Emanu-El

Passover and Easter Each Hold
Promise of Rebirth and Renewal

By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

Having returned to New Jersey
after a sojourn in Chicago, I thought
that I was an old hand at snow. Living
for three years in a city where snow
falls in November and doesn’t melt
until April led me to believe that the
mild winters of Jersey would not be
much of a challenge. I even gave
away my snow blower to a friend,
telling him, “Hey, I won’t be needing
this!”

I am writing this article on a day in
mid-March when we are preparing
yet again for another blast of winter.
Couple of inches, the reports say. I
have already gone through two shov-
els, three bags of salt, and broke my
front license plate on a snow bank.
My wife gently reminds me of the
snow blower I gave away, but not too
often.

Soon, people of faith will be cel-
ebrating the spring holydays of Pass-
over and Easter. These two festivals
contain some very similar themes:
rebirth and renewal, hope and joy
even in the face of despair and trial.

Christians experience the death and

resurrection of the Son and Redeemer,
Jews mark the redemption of the
Israelites from bondage and emer-
gence into freedom. How fitting it is
that these holydays should be ob-
served in the spring, a time when the
cold snows melt, the crusted earth is
loosened, warmth heals the ravages
of winter and plants re-emerge from
winter sleep. All around us we see
proof that new life can emerge after
darkness and cold.

In the Jewish faith, we gather
around our tables and tell the story of
our people’s journey from slavery to
freedom. We sing songs of faith and
redemption, eat symbolic foods, such
as the matzah, reminder of the haste
by which we left Egypt, and the
bitter herbs, a taste of the bitterness
of bondage.

We dip parsley, symbol of spring,
into salted water, recalling the tears
shed by our ancestors in slavery. It is
customary to give important roles in
the storytelling to the youngest chil-
dren, ensuring that the tale of slavery
to freedom will be told and retold for
generations to come.

I believe that one of the important
themes of Passover is that God de-
sires human beings to be free. As we
were slaves in Egypt and God led us
from bondage to freedom with a
mighty hand, so, too, God desires all
humanity to be free from bondage,
free from want, free from oppres-
sion. Free from grinding poverty and
despair.

One of our tasks as human beings is
to work towards a just society where
all may share in the joyous benefits of
freedom and opportunity. Passover
and Easter hold out to all the promise
of hope and life, even in the face of
pain and disappointment. What greater
way to mark the passing of winter and
the emergence of spring! A joyous
Passover and Easter to all.

*  *  *  *  *
Rabbi Sagal is the Senior Rabbi at

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

WESTFIELD — The Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains, the Jewish Fed-
eration of Central New Jersey and area
synagogues have joined forces once
again to present the Annual Women’s
Seder on Wednesday, April 9.

The event will be held at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield, starting at 5:30
p.m.

A full dinner will be served, ac-

companied by live music and danc-
ing. New this year will be special fees
for children, which are $18 for grades
3 to 8 and $36 for grades 9 to 12. The
fee is $55 for adults and $45 for senior
citizens.

Seating is limited. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to respond by Tues-
day, April 1, by calling Lois Altschul,
JCC Assistant Executive Director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 209, or
Raisy Sultan, the Jewish Federation’s
Women’s Campaign Director, at (908)
889-5335, extension no. 313.

Additional participating synagogues
include Temple Beth-El/Mekor
Chayim of Cranford, Congregation
Beth Israel of Scotch Plains, Temple
Beth Or/Beth Torah of Clark, Congre-
gation B’Nai Ahvath Shalom of Union
and Temple Sholom of Plainfield.

FLAIR FOR FASHION…The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present “A Fiesta of Fashions” this Sunday, March 23, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at The Westwood in Garwood. The fundraiser luncheon will feature a fashion
show, as well as gifts and prizes from area businesses. Fashion Show Committee
members, pictured left to right, are: Eleanor Sturm, Anne Johansen, Jill
Barbier, Marie Leppert and Jane Schwartz. For tickets and information, please
call (908) 226-0414.

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, in cooperation with the
American Red Cross, is conducting
a drive entitled “Stand Up for
America” in support of the United
States military troops.

The following items are requested,
which may be dropped off at The
Chelsea in preparation for shipment
to the troops:

Individually-wrapped hard candy,
chocolate bars, peanuts, pretzels,
granola bars, pudding cups, Kool-
Aid, Gatorade, sweet drink mixes,
coffee, sugar, creamers, tea bags, hot
chocolate, shaving cream, razors,

toothbrushes, toothpaste, shower
soap/gel, hand sanitizer and hand
lotion.

Other requested items include wet
wipes, sunscreen, wrap-around sun-
glasses, batteries, blank greeting cards
for various occasions, recent videos,
DVDs, compact disks, cassettes, small
board games, recent paperback books
and holiday decorations, as well as
letters of encouragement.

Items may be dropped off daily at
The Chelsea, located at 295 South
Avenue, between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
For further information, please call
(908) 654-5200.

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield has announced
that an informational meeting for
parents will be held on Sunday, March
23, regarding the youth mission
project planned for this summer.

It will be held at noon in the youth
lounge of the church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

From July 12 to 20, about 15
youth will join with other service
groups to do home repair work in

Portsmouth, N.H.
First Baptist youth members recently

raised $1,434 through a Valentine’s
Day Dinner and waiting tables at the
Tuscarora Conference Center to help
support their mission project.

For further information about
the youth group, please call the
Reverend Jeremy Montgomery,
Minister of Local Outreach, at
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
Reveal Meeting Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The next
meeting of St. Bartholomew’s
Rosary Altar Society will be held
on Monday, April 7, following
the 7:30 p.m. Mass.

A video presentation entitled
Mother Teresa will be shown. All
women of the parish are invited
and guests are welcome.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Benefit Magic Show
Now Set For Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Junior Woman’s Club has re-
scheduled its First Annual Charity
Magic Show. It will now be held on
Sunday, March 23, at 2:30 p.m. at
The Highlands, located at 1350
Inman Avenue in Edison.

Tickets are $3 per person (ages 3
and up) and may be obtained by
sending a check made payable to
SPJWC, along with a self-addressed
stamped envelope, to SPJWC, P.O.
Box 284. Scotch Plains 07076.

A limited number of tickets will be
available at the door. Refreshments
will be served.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is a non-profit organization
dedicated to serving the community.
All proceeds will be donated to local
charities. For more information,
please call (908) 654-4928.

WESTFIELD “Y” DAY CAMPS
FUN FOR A SUMMER. LESSONS FOR A LIFETIME.

June 23rd – August 29th

Ages 3–15
1/2 + FULL DAYS  •  1 WEEK OR THE WHOLE SUMMER

SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE!
CALL TODAY!

Westfield “Y”
220 Clark Street
Westfield, NJ

Visit Us Online at www.westfieldynj.org

908~233~2700

W elcome to Sunrise Assisted Living, a place
where families expect the best of care.

Here, we promise a full spectrum of assisted
living services—from light support to daily
comprehensive assistance, including medication
supervision and incontinence management.
Compassionate caregivers offer gentle support
tailored to individual needs and preferences in
the warmth and comfort of a gracious home.

The Best Care Is Always the Best Value

908-317-3030 • 240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

With life-enriching activities, caring staff, beauti-
ful interiors and a delicious selection of three
meals a day and snacks, the Sunrise experience
is of great value to seniors and their families.

Call to schedule a visit today!

Ask about our innovative Reminiscence Program
for those with Alzheimer’s disease or other types
of memory impairment.

The excellence in care, services and accommodations at Sunrise contribute great value to the lives of seniors who live there.

Join Us for a Wine & Cheese Social Every Wednesday from 3:00pm-4:00pm

Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Senator Kean to Speak
At Local S.A.R. Dinner

WESTFIELD – The annual dinner
meeting of the West Fields Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (S.A.R.) will be held on Wednes-
day, March 26, at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., a
former assemblyman and son of
former New Jersey Governor Tom
Kean, will be the featured speaker.

The meeting will also include elec-
tion of chapter officers for 2003-
2004; the awarding of the S.A.R.
Good Citizenship Medal and recog-
nition of a selected Eagle Scout, the
chapter’s choice as nominee for the
college scholarship offered by the
National Society of the S.A.R.

Senator Kean is expected to speak
at 8 p.m. and his presentation is open
to the public.

The cost to attend the 7 p.m. din-
ner is $29.50. Checks should be made
payable to the West Fields Chapter
of S.A.R. and sent to C. Marlin White,
109 Ryder Way, New Providence
07974. All payments should be re-
ceived by Sunday, March 23.

Membership in the S.A.R. is open
to any man who can trace his ances-
try to the Revolutionary War.

Girl Scouts to Commence
Cookie Sales Tomorrow

WESTFIELD – Girl Scout troops
in Westfield will hold cookie booth
sales beginning tomorrow, Friday,
March 21, between 4 and 8 p.m. at
the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue.

Additional booth sales are sched-
uled as follows: Saturday, March 22,
8:30 to noon at the Westfield Post
Office on Central Avenue; Sunday,
March 23, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Westfield
Stop and Shop on Elm Street, and
Wednesday, March 26, 3:15 to 7:15
p.m. at Westfield Drug Fair on North
Avenue.

Sales will also take place on Thurs-
day, April 10, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Train Station on North

Avenue; Saturday, April 12, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the Westfield Post Office
and 9 a.m. to noon at Fleet Bank on
Elm Street, and Thursday, May 1,
3:30 to 5 p.m. at Trader Joe’s on Elm
Street.

Revenues from cookie sales support
the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council and the individual troops.

Senior Adult Seder
To Be Held at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Senior
Adult Model Seder will take place
on Tuesday, April 8, from 11 a.m. to
1:15 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
in Scotch Plains.

The menu will include gefilte fish
with horseradish, hard-boiled eggs
with salt water, chicken, tsimmes,
kugel macaroons, fruit, holiday candy
and matzos.

There will also be the telling of the
Passover story and songs, led by
Rabbi Renee Edelman. The fee is $5
for members and $7 for non-mem-
bers.

The event will be held at the JCC’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue. In-
terested individuals are asked to call
Nan Statton at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 207, by Tuesday, April 1.

Hope Chest Thrift Shop
Extends Dollar Sale

WESTFIELD – The Hope Chest
Thrift Shop, located at 26 Prospect
Street in Westfield, has extended its
One Dollar Sale of most items through
Monday, March 31, to make room for
its spring items.

The Thrift Shop is open Tuesday
through Saturday and is operated by
the Center for Hope Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Auxiliary volunteers.

Designer clothes for women, men
and children are available. Jewelry
and decorative household pieces are
also for sale.

Proceeds from the shop help subsi-
dize hospice care for patients who are
unable to meet expenses through Medi-
care and Medicaid or other funding
sources. For directions and store hours,
please call the shop at (908) 233-9973.

Knights’ Blood Drive
Set at Lady of Lourdes

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
March 29, Knights of Columbus
Council No. 1711 will sponsor a
blood drive from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church, located at 300 Cen-
tral Avenue in Mountainside.

Since last year, new blood donor
guidelines eliminated 25 percent of
the community’s blood supply, for-
merly imported from Europe. The
goal of the drive is to help increase
the blood supply for those in need.

908-490-1330

2395 Mountain Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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