
Page 4  Thursday, March 20, 2003 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
and serving the County of Union

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood and
the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 50 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY Karen M. Hinds

OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $24 • Two-year – $46 • Three-year – $66 • One-year college (September to May) – $16
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. LePoidevin
A&E and EDUCATION David B. Corbin

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Lauren A. Gruman
MARKETING & PRODUCTION

Jennifer Pinto
NEWS & REPORTING

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Resident Concerned Over
Funding for Local Arts Group

Westfield Resident Pleased With
Board of Adjustment Decision

On Monday, March 10, The Westfield
Board of Adjustment voted against a
proposal to demolish three lovely Victo-
rian homes on Prospect Street and build
a townhouse complex with ten units and
a parking lot.

On behalf of the members of
Westfielders Opposed to Overdevelop-
ment (W.O.O.D.), I would like to thank
everyone who contributed to defeating
this proposal.

Thank you to all the people who took time
from their busy lives to attend the board
meeting and voice their opposition to ag-
gressive overdevelopment. Your efforts
have helped preserve a beautiful old neigh-
borhood. I am deeply touched by the level
of support from our community and how we
all pulled together. Even people who were
not in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
construction spoke out against what would

have been a gross violation of the Master
Plan for our town. This kind of civic-minded
spirit is what makes our town special.

Thank you to Nancy Priest, Chair of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion for attending the meeting and describ-
ing the historical importance of this area.

Thank you to First Ward Council Rep-
resentatives Sal Caruana and Peter
Echausse for their support throughout
this controversy. Thank you, especially,
to the members of the Board of Adjust-
ment, who heard and understood our
concerns, and who voted unanimously
to uphold the existing zoning regula-
tions that clearly reserve this area for
one and two-family homes. Your vote
protects the future of our community.

Sharon Stockwell
and Westfielders Opposed to

Overdevelopment

For over 25 years, Young People’s
Theatre (YTP), a non-profit organization
made up of parent volunteers from five
elementary schools, has brought afford-
able live performances to children right in
our backyards. No traveling to New York
City to see some of the most sought after
performances.

Our committee is saddened to think that
this year, 2003, may be YPT’s last. As
chairperson, after every performance at
least one mom or dad has come up to me and
shared that they remember the going to the
YPT performances when they were chil-
dren. What a memory!

Budget cuts proposed for “the arts”

WF Residents Seem
Content With Lack of
Parking Says Reader
Judging by the Letters to the Editor, I

see that many people in Westfield seem
content with the fact that you can’t park
anywhere to do anything in their city.
They don’t want a parking garage down-
town. They don’t want more parking at
Temple Emanu-El. They don’t want
more parking at the high school. One
guy recently wrote he was chased away
from his beloved coffee shop because of
harassment-by-parking-ticket.

The municipal lots are filled with
cruisers just waiting to pounce on a
space. If the people of Westfield don’t
want people to park in their town, that’s
OK with me. There is always another
restaurant to go to besides the Mojave
Grill. We can go to a number of other
movie theaters instead of the Rialto and
the Toys ‘R’ Us in Watchung has a better
selection than KB Toys and plenty of
free parking.

When you couple the pathological
fear of parking with the hysteria over the
Victoria’s Secrets window, then add
those lovely Belgian block curbs, you
can safely conclude that life must be
perfect in Westfield and they don’t need
any more people cluttering up their town
to spend money there. Alrighty, then.

Tom Kranz
Fanwood

will now leave many groups like ours
without funding.

Over the last few years YPT has been
challenged by performers are more ex-
pensive; less grant available each year;
and other competing interests, such as
sports on Saturdays, electronic devices,
TV and just general busy-ness.

In order to survive these budget cuts I
am urging everyone in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and the neighboring commu-
nities to support YPT by attending this
last of this year’s performances on Sat-
urday, March 22.

Our show is by Theatreworks/USA a
NYC based company that is performing
musical adaptations to seven multi-cul-
tural books based on the Emmy-award-
ing PBS program Reading Rainbow.

Tickets are $6 and can be purchased at:
Scotch Hills Pharmacy, 2391 Mountain
Avenue, Scotch Plains; Nut n’ Plenty/
Apple Blossom Florist, 381 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains; Dairy Queen, 1367 South
Avenue, Plainfield; by calling Elisha at
908-322-8087 or at the door.

The March 22 performance begins at
1 p.m. at Terrill Middle School, Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains. Doors open at
12:30 p.m.

This show is appropriate for children
3 through 10 years of age. Come as a
group with your neighbors, friends,
brownies/scouts or relatives.

Elisha Monzella
Fanwood

Snow And Cold Weather Made For
A Long Winter 2003; Welcome Spring!

Old Man Winter certainly earned his pay this
season, which, according to the calendar, ends with
the start of spring tomorrow, although it wouldn’t
surprise us if he decided to mock our calendars by
sticking around a few more weeks. It’s been a winter
to remember around here. Not since 1996 have we
had to deal with snowfalls measured in feet instead
of mere centimeters, as well as long stretches of
bitterly cold subzero temperatures.

Although winter didn’t formally start until a few
days before Christmas, the season arrived early,
around Thanksgiving, as temperatures began to fall
close to the freezing mark. That first Friday in Decem-
ber, we got our initial hint of things to come when the
area received four or five inches of snow. A few
weeks later, the early morning rain on December 25
turned into a half-foot worth of White Christmas—
the first time that happened in a quarter century.

January was just cold, so consistently cold, in
fact, that we really didn’t even have the pleasure
of enjoying the usual January thaw where tem-
peratures creep up towards 50 degrees and tease
us with hints of spring. February announced itself
with a heavy wet snow early in the month. Nine
days later, the blizzard of the century—so far at
least—dropped nearly two feet of the white stuff
on us, leading to plowed snow mountains that
were 10 and 15 feet high in some spots.

Two weeks ago, another couple of inches fell, just
enough to make the graying snow piles from the
February 17 blizzard look newly fresh, and last
week, we had another light snowfall.

Had enough snow? Had enough shivering days
and nights? After the past five or six years, we’ve
become accustomed to the mild winters of El
Niño and, as a result, saw the now-ended winter
of 2003 as an unusual one, although it wasn’t, at
least according to the record books.

The snowfall levels were pretty much in line
with historical averages. Temperatures, too, were
right in line with the averages, although that news
didn’t make us feel any better on those mornings
we sat shivering in our car waiting for it to warm
up and promising not to complain when the
temperature hits 100 in August.

However, it’s over—or, should we say, the
worst of it is over. Ninety days of a real, true, good
old-fashioned winter, one where we were able to
use our snowblowers, winter coats, boots, hats,
sleds, shovels, ice scrapers, rock salt and long
johns. Our patience may have been taxed, our
cars and roads may have taken a beating and our
wallets surely took a big hit with the heating bills,
but we managed to get through it all, and with
little lost in the way of work and school days.

We thank those who manned the salt spreaders
and snowplows and who, for the most part, kept
our streets passable, especially during last month’s
big storm. We thank them for their efforts and urge
these local public works employees not to rest on
their laurels for too long because, once the weather
warms up, they’ll likely be just as busy filling in the
countless potholes that formed during the now-
departed, but not forgotten, winter of 2003.

Half A Century
(The Westfield Leader – Thursday, June 20, 1940)

Fifty years ago, The Leader made its bow to
Westfield, a modest little sheet devoted to the
town of three thousand inhabitants, “its interests
and institutions.”

Fifty years later, it is still devoting its pages to
the Town of Westfield and its interests and insti-
tutions, broader interests now and vastly larger,
much more numerous, institutions.

Little did the worthy inhabitants of those early
days, as they drove to town behind spanking bays
from their farms out East Broad Street, Mountain
Avenue, and Rahway Avenue, to buy their feed,
hay and straw, foresee the lovely Westfield of
today, a residential town whose quiet shaded streets,
whose friendly neighborliness of spirit, whose fine
civic pride and first-class institutions make it a
Mecca for the finest kind of residents. Yet they
played their part, as did we, in creating it.

Compiling this anniversary edition has been

both interesting and illuminating. It’s been heart
warming to look back over the yellowing files,
with their memories of earlier happenings, cel-
ebrations, catastrophes, expansions and improve-
ments, to fight again the battles of former days,
and to renew acquaintances with old friends.

We’ve made a lot of friends on our journey
through the ages. We’ve fought with them (and
sometimes against them) for the things that have
made Westfield what it is today, a grand town to
live in, to bring up our children in, and to publish
a newspaper in. And it’s to those friends that we
dedicate this issue.

Fifty years are a lot of time measured in working
days, but we don’t feel so old. We’re looking
forward with enthusiasm to the next fifty, and
hoping they’ll be as much fun, as full of life, and
of things worthwhile, as these have been.

United For Defense
(The Westfield Leader – Thursday, June 20, 1940)

The present program of the
United States for national de-
fense envisions the largest
peacetime military expenditures
in our history. Over a period of
a few years, spending for de-
fense is to be progressively in-
creased, and the total will run
far into the billions.

There can be no question of
our need for the world’s greatest
defense system. But it will be a
disastrous mistake if we adopt an
hysterical, “Never mind the cost”
attitude. Some of the billions for
defense must be secured by re-
ducing or eliminating the appro-
priations for other, less impor-
tant government activities.

All the energies of this great

country must be directed to-
wards making it secure from
invasion. To release those ener-
gies requires rededicating this
nation to the ideals envisioned
by the Founding Fathers.

High-sounding phrases aren’t
enough. Preparation against the
possibility of invasion is a grim
and costly business. Never in the
history of our country was it so
important for government to co-
operate with individual enterprise
or for individual enterprise to
cooperate with government.
Never was it so important to elimi-
nate waste in government, in in-
dividual enterprise and in family
life, in order to perpetuate liberty
and opportunity.

Words From 1940 Have Meaning Today
Sunday night, while taking stock of all that

needs to be done over the next two weeks and
wondering how it can be done in moving the
office of The Westfield Leader after about 100
years at this location, we stumbled across two
treasures – original newspapers, one from 1893
and one from 1940. The edition of 1893 was
yellow and crumbled, but the issue of 1940 was

intact. There were two editorials written then that
struck me as having meaning today. They are
reprinted on this page. I think you will find them
interesting.

One has to do with war and defense – the other
of the newspaper’s pride in 1940, having achieved
50 years in business. They remind me of the
importance of our new beginning after 114 years.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Latibulize – To hibernate or burrow
2. Ninut – The magpie
3. Sifflement – A hissing or whistling

sound
4. Orcus – The lower world; Hades

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of free
time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DISCERPTIBILITY
1. Understanding; perceptiveness
2. Capability or liability to be torn apart

or disunited
3. Given to debate or dispute
4. Capable of being removed from one

environment and thriving in another; adapt-
ability

PAYNIM
1. Small number; insufficiency
2. A thin, flat piece of metal; a disk
3. A large shield used in medieval war-

fare as protection
4. A pagan or heathen

CATAPHRACT
1. A horseman in complete armor
2. A puma; a cougar
3. A powder formerly used for sprin-

kling the body
4. Inflammation or a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
HIRUNDINE

1. Having a heavy, abnormal growth of
hair

2. Relating to the swallows (birds)
3. Of or like a leech
4. Relating to pigs; swine

Public Hearing Set for
WF School Budget

WESTFIELD — A public hearing for
the proposed budget for the 2003 - 2004
school year will be held on Tuesday, March
25 in Cafeteria B, Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield at 8 p.m.

The budget is on file in the office of the
Secretary of the Board of Education, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, for examination by
the public between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. each
school day.

The school district has proposed pro-
grams and services in addition to the core
curriculum content standards adopted by
the state Board of Education.  Information
on this budget and the programs and ser-
vices it provides is available from the
school district.

SP Reader Calls For
More State School Aid

It is unfair that the school districts in the
state’s “I and J” districts, such as Scotch
Plains, have had their state funding for
education frozen for the past two years.
Because of this, it has been difficult for our
district to keep up with the rising cost of
fixed items in the budget, such as benefits,
insurance, fuel, etc., while maintaining the
excellent level of education in our district
is known for. At this point, the school
district has begun to look to shave or
eliminate some very important parts of the
school budget for next year, items affecting
curriculum and programs. If the state doesn’t
provide relief either in the area of increased
funding or more reimbursement for state
mandated special education program costs
(that the district bears), our district’s chil-
dren will suffer.

At the same time that our district’s aid is
frozen, the state is giving large amounts to
a number of other districts.

I urge the residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to write to their state legislators
and demand that state education funds be
distributed in a more equitable manner. All
districts need to have the resources available
to provide an excellent education for all.

Andrew B. Machrone
Scotch Plains

WHS Editor Speaks Out About War,
Requests Dialogue for Sensible World
I sat in the Hi’s Eye newsroom at

Westfield High School Monday night at-
tempting to hold back tears of frustration,
anger and sorrow as President George W.
Bush presented an ultimatum to the Iraqi
regime. About half way through I smirked,
turned to my adviser and numbly stated,
“I’m laughing right now because some-
times it’s the only thing that can keep
someone from breaking down.”

My two-and-one-half years of intense
involvement with the Hi’s Eye program
have taught patience, stoicism and most
importantly the significance of remaining
objective in order to uphold the interests of
all readers. The dedication and time I have
put into the newspaper have allowed these
lessons to carry over to my daily life,
influencing the way I think in and out of
journalistic duties.

Unfortunately, with every passing press
conference, national address and melodra-
matic news program theme song, I find it
increasingly hard to act in my usual manner.

It is hard to be patient when you feel that
you have been pushed not only off a side-
walk while peacefully protesting, but out of
the minds of those making the crucial deci-
sions as well. It is hard to be stoic when you
remember the panic attack you had on
September 11, 2001 and consider that there
could be a 5’1", literature-loving young
woman in Iraq, similarly petrified that
American bombs will murder her family. It
is hard to keep your own thoughts objective
when you cannot find a happy medium
between the corporate media’s sensational-
ism and the complete slander from the
extreme left.

Out of my confusion and weariness, I
would ask that members of our community
continue to speak out and discuss — be they
pro-war, anti-war or caught up in the vast

shades of gray. Nervous tension will only
amount further if we allow silence to exist,
and many times the sentiments of a next
door neighbor are easier to digest than
those repeated every 15 minutes, 24 hours
a day on any given news network.

And though there is much difficulty in
maintaining the bravery to wage peace
during this time, the amazing bonds I have
made with other area protestors over the
past few weeks sustain my pride not only
in being an American, but above all a
human being. Though our government
may not have the decency to look around
and see the numerous problems plaguing
the home front, we are fully capable of
making changes by supporting grassroots
reform movements and continuing to make
noise about our concerns.

Also, I would ask particularly that local
students ask questions of one another and
their teachers, and that those in support of
the war not feel threatened by the vocal
dissent (of which I am still very proud),
which often fills the halls of WHS. Your
views are no less important, and in order to
find a solution we must uphold respect for
all viewpoints. We are beyond fortunate to
have a school and community that foster
discussion and allows for skepticism —
therefore making it our responsibility to
communicate as much as possible.

To close, I would like to borrow words
from Eleanor Roosevelt, whose unwill-
ingness to be defeated by fear helps me
keep my head above water: “For it isn’t
enough to talk about peace. One must
believe in it. And it isn’t enough to believe
in it. One must work at it.”

With hopes for a more sensible world,

Jenise Morgan
Hi’s Eye

Tri-Editor, 2002-2003

Mr. Sumner Asks:
What can the WF

 BOE Do For You?
The Board of Education’s job is to

ensure high-quality education. Whether
you have children in the schools, or not,
strong schools make your community
strong. We know we have strong schools
in Westfield, and we can prove it. Point
your browser to http://nj.evalsoft.com/
njPDF/default4632.asp to see data on
schools in New Jersey. Data on our schools
were summarized and sent to you by the
district earlier in February.

Looking over the data, you can see that
we are doing very well. We have strong
literacy, math, science, and technology
programs that pay off in terms of student
achievement. But the question we need to
focus on now is: “What are we doing to
sustain our excellence, work towards the
future, and ensure the best education and
growth for our children?”

We need to be creative and keep an eye
on programs and opportunities that fund
educational costs or that can serve as cata-
lysts for attraction of resources to our
schools. The Blue Ribbon Schools pro-
gram, Best Practices/Star Schools pro-
grams and many others are available to us.
If you are interested in finding out more
about these programs, point your browser
to http://www.nj.gov/njded/clear/. Award
winners in numerous categories can be
accessed through this site. You will also
notice that: (1) some of these towns and
schools are larger in size than we are, and
some are smaller, (2) some of these schools
are in wealthier communities than we are,
and many are in poorer, and (3) some of
these schools have better scores than we
do, and some are lower.

One thing that binds all these schools
together, however, is that they are diagnos-
ing problems, implementing changes, as-
sessing results, and improving. In this
spirit, and with your support, I will work
to make Westfield Schools even better.

Kenneth E. Sumner, Ph.D.
Candidate for Board of Education

Meeting News

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
Please Note Moving: April 1 to:
251 North Ave. West, Westfield

“Train Station Plaza”

For more information, see
www.goleader.com


