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FUND DRIVE…Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott presents a proclama-
tion to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad, designating March as Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad Month. Pictured, left to right, are: Squad Vice
President Daniel Sullivan, President Lynn Feldman, Mayor McDermott and
Deputy Captain Miki Urso.

Westfield Rescue Squad
Launches 2003 Fund Drive

WESTFIELD – Mayor Gregory
McDermott kicked off the Westfield
Rescue Squad’s 2003 Fund Drive by
declaring March as Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad Month.

For the past 52 years, the rescue
squad has provided emergency medi-
cal service 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. Last year, squad volunteers
treated over 2,400 patients; just one
of the unit’s many accomplishments
that led to its being named the Volun-
teer Rescue Squad of the Year by the
New Jersey Department of Health.

The rescue squad is financed solely
through donations from Westfield
residents, with only one fund drive
held each year.

“Our organization is 100 percent

volunteer and every tax deductible
donation goes directly to our every-
day operations,” said Squad Presi-
dent Lynn Feldman. “Your contribu-
tions directly assist your family and
neighbors in the event of accident,
disaster and sudden illness.”

Tax-deductible contributions can
be sent to: The Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, 07091.

The rescue squad continues to seek
new members to work as emergency
medical personnel and telephone dis-
patchers. All training is provided.
No previous medical or first aid ex-
perience is necessary. For more in-
formation, to volunteer or contrib-
ute, please call (908) 233-2500.
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Kean Named to Joint
Committee on Schools

WESTFIELD — Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. (R-21) of Westfield has been
appointed to the Joint Committee on
the Public Schools by Senate Presi-
dent John Bennett. Kean replaces his
former legislative colleague, Richard
Bagger, who resigned from the Senate
due to a job promotion. Kean joined
the Senate in January after serving
over a year and a half in the General
Assembly. He currently serves on the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee and the Senate State Gov-
ernment Committee.

”I am excited about the opportu-
nity to serve on this important com-
mittee. Nothing is more important to
our state’s future than the education
of our children,” he said.

District 21 includes Berkeley
Heights, Chatham Township,
Cranford, Garwood, Harding, Long
Hill, Madison, Mountainside,
Millburn, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Summit, Springfield, Warren,
Watchung and Westfield.

WF PBA to Hold Annual
 Fishing Derby on April 6

FISHING FUN…Two Westfield residents enjoy fishing at last year’s Annual
Fishing Derby. Pictured, left to right, are: Jenna Roth and Morgan Bunting.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield PBA
No. 90 will hold its Annual Fishing
Derby on Sunday, April 6, from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield. Children, ages 14 and un-
der, can sign-up for the derby at the
Westfield Police station or the
Westfield Recreation office. The
Annual Fishing Derby is only open

to Westfield residents and an adult
must accompany all participants.

The pond will be stocked with
trout and bait will be supplied. The
event is free of charge. Prizes, T-shirts,
food and refreshments will be pro-
vided. Just bring your pole.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4000.

Fanwood Democratic Club
Schedules March 24 Meeting

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Demo-
cratic Club will hold its next regular
meeting on Monday, March 24, at 8
p.m. at the Fanwood Community
House, which is located at the old
train station on North and Martine

Avenues.
Borough Councilpersons Kathy

Mitchell and Michael Brennan will
be on hand to discuss topics of con-
cern to residents.

State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, a former Mayor of Fanwood,
will also be available to greet club
members and all Fanwood residents
who would like to become involved
in the Fanwood Democratic Club.

The meeting is open to the public
and new Fanwood residents are en-
couraged to attend. Voter registra-
tion forms will be available.

For more information, please call
Bill Populus at (908) 789-7577.

Westfield Library Posts
Classes on Internet Use

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will present “Job
Searching on the Internet” on Mon-
day, March 24, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Participants will look at govern-
ment and private employment
websites and learn how to post their
résumés on the Internet.

A hands-on class, “Still Puzzled by
the Internet,” will be offered on Thurs-
day, March 27, also from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
It will cover basic skills such as search
strategies, selecting a search engine
and printing online.

Attendees must be Westfield Library
cardholders and advance registration
is required. All classes will be held at
the library. For further information or
to register, please call the Reference
Department at (908) 789-4090.
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Inverso/Kean ‘Pay To Play’
Approved By Committee

TRENTON — “Pay to Play” legisla-
tion sponsored by Senators Peter Inverso
(R-14) and Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21)
received unanimous approval Mon-
day from the Senate State Government
Committee. This committee proposal
is a substitute for S-2392/S-237. Next,
the bill must move to the full Senate for
consideration after March 20.

The “Pay to Play” initiative would
regulate campaign contributions from
businesses and professional service
firms that contract or bid for contracts
with a municipality, county or the
state government, or any authority
created by a municipal, county or the
state government.

The measure also establishes lim-
its on the amount of money and other
items of value that county and mu-
nicipal parties can contribute. Spe-
cifically, the bill would outlaw the
unlimited transfer, or “wheeling,” of
campaign cash from one county to
another.

“This landmark measure will greatly
reduce the exorbitant amounts of
money that are being poured into New
Jersey’s political system,” Sen. Inverso
said. “The legislation lays the founda-
tion to protect taxpayers by putting in
safeguards to ensure the integrity of
the public procurement process.”

“We’ve accepted Governor
McGreevey’s challenge to produce
an extremely comprehensive cam-
paign finance law that ensures that
Pay to Play will not be tolerated at
any level of government,” Sen. Kean
said. “We, in turn, now challenge the
Democrats to support legislation that
the Governor called for and help move
it through the Assembly.”

“This measure will also help en-
sure that the spirit and intent of our
campaign finance laws are adhered
to,” added Sen. Inverso. “People are
disillusioned with New Jersey’s po-
litical system. They simply see poli-
tics as a game of chasing as much
money as possible to achieve office.
Politically connected power brokers
now have incredible influence be-

cause they are funneling money from
all over the state in order for their
chosen candidates to win. The real-
ity, of course, is those big contribu-
tors in most incidences want favors in
return for that cash.”

Senator Kean added that just two
weeks before the election, nearly $2
million in contributions were fun-
neled to Bergen County to bolster a
candidate who was behind the polls
in the recent Bergen County Execu-
tive race.

“When a person gives money to a
particular candidate or organization,
they expect those funds will be used to
help that candidate, and not be shifted
to campaigns in other parts of the state
or different levels of government,” Sen.
Kean said. “Money given to a Free-
holder race in Camden County should
not be used to buy ads attacking a
Bergen County candidate. Citizens
donate funds to help candidates who
share their views and priorities. Power
brokers who instead use those dona-
tions to advance their own political
agendas break the public’s trust.”

Mountainside MOPS
Sets March Meeting
MOUNTAINSIDE – Mothers of

Preschoolers (MOPS) will meet on
Tuesday, March 25, from 9:15 to 11:30
a.m. The group meets on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at the
Mountainside Chapel, located at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside.

MOPS offers encouragement to
mothers with children under school
age, through teaching, discussion and
creative activities. It also provides a
loving, learning experience for chil-
dren. For further information, please
call Liz at (908) 322-7588.
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