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Take the Stage
With Susan M. Dougherty

                                 Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MATILDA THE MOTIVATOR…Westfield resident
Matilda Reitman, who has volunteered at the Festival for
about six years, has been a member of art groups in Hillside,
Clark and Westfield. Reitman, studied textile design at the
New York School of Design, assisted Joan Arbeiter in the
“Fix Your Face: Drawing Techniques” workshop.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIRD’S EYE VIEW…The auditorium of Union County
College’s Cranford campus was filled with teenagers,
volunteers and professional artists on March 13 and 14
during the Union County Teen Arts Festival: Celebration
of the Arts.
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GREEK SPEAK...Through the second season of
MTV’s “Sorority Life,” some of the sisters of
Delta Xi Omega, pictured, above, have given the
grittiest portrayal of what it is like to be a rushee,
pledge and sister. Their saga can be spotted
Wednesday nights at 10 p.m.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At the end of August, MTV’s “Sorority Life” cameras rolled onto the campus
of University of Buffalo (UB) to film the program’s second season, this time
turning the spotlight on a small local sorority, Delta Xi Omega. Last season’s
show, which was filmed at the University of California Davis with the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon Pi sisters, was not only shot through rose-colored camera lenses,
with heavy editing, but lacked any truth to what it is like to pledge a local sorority.
In countless articles, the SAEPi sisters admitted that they were less than thrilled
with the way the network depicted their organization.

Another MTV-manu-
factured Pledge House,
decorated with the
trendiest knickknacks
from Ikea, is the only
cheesy remainder of last
season’s set-up. Further
unrealistic, MTV could
tape students only when
accompanied by staff
from the Office of News
Services or Office of Stu-
dent Affairs. This might
explain why we never
see any paddling of the
Delta Xi pledges by the
brother fraternity or
ounces of schmeg (you
don’t want to know the ingredients) dumped on their heads on Hell Night.

Still, this second season portrays sorority life in the most realistic fashion.
Stripped of the any glossy disguises, viewers learn that backstabbing flows as
freely as the Budweiser from a keg. Rushees might be banished if they aren’t
wearing the right clothes, accidentally seat themselves on the steps of another
Greek house, exhibit shyness or “don’t impress the sisters that much.” Still, they
are told to “be themselves.” Pledge books must be completed, cover-to-cover,
and if they are found one inch away from the pledge, it can be confiscated.
Punishment ensues. Pledges must drive the sisters to the bars in downtown
Buffalo around 1 a.m. and be awake enough to hop into a Land Rover and take
them home when the bars close at 4 a.m. This is the real backdrop of sorority life,
kids. And, for the first time, audiences are getting a glimpse of it.

For example, in the second episode, sister Janel (who prides herself on
looking like Mariah Carey) whines that because rushee Nicole answered her
cell phone during their conversation, she wasn’t sure if she was bid-worthy.
“I thought it was rude. That’s my opinion which I am entitled to,”  said Janel.
Despite how disgraceful Nicole’s phone manners seemed to be, she still got
a chance to pledge and now, she and Janel are, like, the best of friends…for
now or forever.

How that smooth transition – from slave pledge to lifelong sister – is made,
I will never know. One of my pledge sisters decided to go “inactive” when
she found herself in a rocky transition. A group of women who, when she was
blindfolded, forced her to eat what she thought was dog food, didn’t seem
like women she wanted to embrace on campus. Upon the announcement of
her inactivity, the sorority spread rumors about campus that she was a lesbian
and said they never wanted her to be a sister to begin with.

In August of 2002, a Scotch Plains resident, then a junior at Penn State
and national sorority member, defended the Greek system after I had called
the first season of “Sorority Life” a kindergarten cakewalk.” While I
acknowledge the fact that national sororities, like her’s, have a less
strenuous and less intense pledge period, the writer failed to realize the

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Upon large pieces of
gray drawing paper, students from
Hamilton Middle School in Eliza-
beth slowly sketched ovals with char-
coal pencils handed out by Westfield
resident Matilda Reitman.

A volunteer at the Union County
Teen Arts Festival at Union County
College’s (UCC) Cranford campus for

almost six years, Reitman glanced over
the shoulders of the youngsters, who
returned her smiles of encouragement.

Reitman was among a group of
professional artists donating their
time to teach creative writing, visual
arts, music and theatre arts to teenag-
ers during the Festival’s daylong
workshops on March 13 and 14.

Representing middle and high
schools from around the county, stu-
dents came by the busloads. Follow-
ing a packed schedule of organized
workshops, some pupils toted flutes,
while others carried their voices.
Some rushed off to learn greeting
card design, while others hurried in
smocks to clear their hands that were
covered in tempera paint.

Reitman joined an old friend, Joan

Arbeiter of Middlesex County, in
teaching one of the festival’s work-
shops, “Fix Your Face: Drawing Tech-
niques.” A member of art groups in
Hillside, Clark and Westfield,
Reitman studied textile design at
the New York School of Design.

Arbeiter cautioned the students that
many artists forget the weight and
depth of the back of the head and
solely consider the front of the face as

a flat structure
when drawing
it.

“The head is a
three-dimensional
object!” she re-
minded them. Soon,
the students were
pressing their fin-
gers into the flesh of
their faces to explore the bone struc-
ture of their eye sockets and how their
nose connects to their eyes.

Lifelong Westfield resident, Paula
Infantino Long, had stopped into
Reitman and Arbeiter’s class before it
began to discuss her role as Local Arts
Coordinator for the County’s Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
and the budget cuts to the arts pro-

posed by Governor James
McGreevey.

“I am very appreciative of all the
people who come out to support this
program,” Long told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

Long, who graduated Kean Uni-
versity with a degree in art history, is
responsible for coordinating the vol-

unteers who
devote their

time and share
their talent with

the youngsters.
McGreevey’s

pitch to eliminate
the arts has obli-
gated Long to dis-
tribute cards dur-
ing the Festival to
the students, ask-

ing the state’s leader to reconsider his
proposal.

Arbeiter contributed her frustration.
“I haven’t heard word one from my
county about fighting this,” she said.

Throughout the Commons area of
UCC, panels and tables displayed the
cream of the crop in terms of students’
artwork. Acrylic, pen and ink, pencil,
charcoal, pastel, magazine collage,
mosaic, sculpture, and other multi-
media pieces were labeled with the
students’ names, their respective
schools, teachers, ages, and titles.

The talent of students from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Governor
Livingston High Schools, as well as
Deerfield School in Mountainside
were well represented. However,
Westfield students did not participate.

Fine Arts Supervisor for the
Westfield Public Schools told The
Leader and The Times that county-
generated materials on the Festival
were circulated by her office, but
with the district’s involvement in
Youth Art Month displays and other
projects, the teachers decided not
to enter any of their students’ pieces.

The most remarkable pieces came
from students in Elizabeth Public
Schools. Iwona Grzech’s watercolor
on paper was entered by high school
teacher Roger Gonzalez, while Olivia
Palaze’s pastel self-portrait was

deemed exceptional by high school
teacher Karen Patterson. See Page 17
for the photo.

“The Pieta,” a pencil drawing by
Oratory Prep student Pat Farrelly, 18,
was submitted by teacher Susan
Preston. Another extraordinary pen-
cil drawing was submitted by
Linden’s McManus Middle School
teacher L. Gaskins. He entered Pavol

Olsavsky’s “American Still-Life,”
which is pictured on Page 17.

Seventeen-year-old Governor
Livingston student Frederique Turnier
exhibited the most astonishing self-
portrait acrylic in the Festival. Her
teacher, Neal Korn, submitted the origi-
nal piece, also pictured on Page 17.

Finally, other pieces which de-
serve special mention were: “Medi-
tation” by 17-year-old Bella Sorkin,
a magazine collage taught by Joanne
Knego at Cranford High School;
“Classic Rose,” a pen on paper by
Meral Akyuz, 17, a student in Jeffrey
Gutterman’s class at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; “Tears of the
Firefly” by Mother Seton student
Ann Testa, 17. The pastel drawing
was taught by Monica Otero.

The Festival was coordinated by
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

Garden Production In Full
Bloom at Community Players

(Pam Heller), and Elias Hart (Stow
Lovejoy) engage returning prodigal
figure Dr. Jim Tennyson (Mark Sazabo)
in more gossip and names than we
really want to know. But we finally
come to see that this is a “blessed town.”

As delightfully chatty Dora says,
everyone is happy because “God smiles
on this town with special favor.” But is
someone playing God to make sure
that everyone is happy and healthy? A
few foreshadowed “droppings” aren’t
from robins.

The young doctor is called by the
diminutive “Jimmy” moniker by every-

one, for he grew up there, helped in Dr.
Cook’s office when he was in high school,
and seems like their little brother. Never
mind he is a newly licensed doctor him-
self; he will always be “Jimmy.” There is
only one “Doc” in this town and don’t
make any mistake about it.

Jimmy is back from the windy city
just for a weekend visit to his small
hometown of Greenfield Center, Vt. Nurse
Bea has written him that Dr. Cook (Art
Hickey) has probably suffered a heart
attack in the last few weeks, and she
wants the young doctor to do an EKG on
him and warn him to slow down.

But as the two doctors, one at the
nadir of his career, and one at the
zenith converse, the real story devel-
ops. We see that Cook is a father figure
to the young upstart and would have
even paid for Jimmy to go to medical
school, he thinks that much of him.

“I would have cut off my right arm
for you,” he puts it. The feeling of
respect and love is mutual because
Jimmy used to spend his after school
hours bringing in firewood and do-
ing odd chores for the revered “Doc.”

In the short time Jimmy has been in the
office to learn the latest news, and after
looking in the patient files of deaths,
however, he starts to uncover more infor-
mation about his idol than he wants to
know. Thus begins his dilemma.

But as with many heroes with clay
feet, they have a rationale for their
behavior. Cook’s faulty logic and cir-
cuitous reasoning is based on a gar-
den metaphor. Since he is the only
healthcare giver in the town, he sees
it and its people as his own…just like
his garden that needs nurturing, trans-
planting and pruning.

When Jimmy confronts Cook with
the horror of his concept, he fluffs it off
quicker than a dust buster can sweep
up crumbs from a tabletop. Yes, there
is a wacky logic in euthanasia that
sucks us in until we say, “Hey, wait a
minute. Who decides when to ‘weed
out’ the people in your little garden?”

Terrific characterization by Stow
Lovejoy brings the stammering, stut-
tering, dimwitted Elias to life. Like-
wise, very believable performances
stand out in the second and third acts
with the two doctors.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What nicer way
to spend a spring night than to walk
through a well-lit garden that is just
starting to flower?

If you are in the mood for a light,
three-act play that turns dark at the
conclusion of Act I when it delves
into the effects of power on a man, Dr.
Cook’s Garden, currently at Westfield
Community Players (WCP), is right
down your primrose path.

When Ira Levin first directed his New
York City production of the show in
1967, he billed it as a “melo-
drama.” WCP calls it a “mur-
der mystery.” Neither label
does it justice, for it is laced
with fun, farce, drama, and
predictability, with an oc-
casional unforeseen twist.

WCP Director John
Correll has pulled to-
gether a tight show that
runs two hours, including
the two intermissions.
What the audience notices
first is the grand set, con-
structed and designed by
Bill McMeekan, Linda
Correll and Roger
Goedtel. It’s a work of art
with side rooms, levels,
and working lights by
designer Bob Murray.

At the top of the show
Dora Ludlow (Kathy
Mattingly), Bea Schmidt

                    Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARLY MORNING MONOPRINTERS…Art students from Deerfield School in
Mountainside spent the early part of Friday morning learning monoprinting
techniques from artist Debra Livingston. The artist holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts
Degree in printmaking from the Rhode Island School of Design and she teaches
at the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts, as well as other facilities. Livingston, who
widely exhibits in galleries throughout the world, had a piece in the 2001 Breast
Cancer Calendar.

    Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
Paula Infantino Long, left, and Matilda
Reitman, both of Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE HOMECOMING…Kathy Mattingly, Pam Heller, and Stow Lovejoy wel-
come home their newly licensed Dr. Jim Tennyson, right, played by Mark Szabo
whose performance is his WCP debut.

                    Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE MASTER ‘GARDENER’…Small town doc-
tor Leonard Cook, played by veteran actor Art
Hickey, handles all emergencies with a thought-
provoking philosophy.

Best, Brightest County Teenagers Hone
Their Art, Music Skills at Annual Festival

Continued on Page 17

Continued on Page 17

Coming Next Week:
• How two residents are fight-

ing for full restoration of arts
funding.

• Michelle Le Poidevin re-
views the artwork displayed in
the Westfield Art Association’s
‘Salon 2003’.

• Pen & Ink: Do the Dixies
deserve to be dissed?

• Marylou Morano’s newest
“Book Nook.”

• Reeves-Reed’s exhibit of Dan
Hsu’s artwork gets a review.


