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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
MINDOWASKIN ON ICE…Westfielders took their ice skates and ice hockey equipment to Mindowaskin Pond on Sunday. Pictured, above, ice hockey players wait for the missing puck.

County Freeholders OK
$5.5 Million Payment

For Esposito Farmland
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders gave its formal as-
sent to the negotiated $5.5 million
settlement in which the county will
purchase 13 acres of farmland in
Clark owned by the Esposito family.

It remains unclear what the
county will do with the Madison
Hill Road property, although Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon has noted the possibility
that a children’s museum could be
located there.

At the board’s reorganization
meeting earlier this month, Mrs.
Scanlon announced plans for such
a museum, using $1 million in
county open space funds.

At last week’s regular meeting,
though, Brian Toal, who serves as
Clark’s historian, and William
Fidurski, Chairman of the Clark
Environmental Commission, spoke
out against putting a children’s
museum on the site, citing poten-
tial traffic problems on heavily-

traveled Madison Hill Road. In-
stead, they backed the idea of main-
taining the entire property as a pas-
sive park.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a change to the county’s
contract with H&G Contractors for
the replacement of a culvert on
Grandview Avenue in Westfield;
the approved change will reduce
the price of the service by nearly
$26,000, to just under $160,000.

Elsewhere, the Freeholder Board
approved a resolution authorizing
grants of $3,000 to The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and $4,000
to the Westfield Historical Society.
Walter Boright of Westfield was
among five individuals appointed
to four-year terms on the Union
County Improvement Authority.

The Freeholders also passed a
resolution expressing their condo-
lences to the family of Sergeant
Steven Checo of Elizabeth, a mem-
ber of the 82nd Airborne Division,
who was killed recently in a gun
battle in Afghanistan.

BOE Continues Budget Discussion; No
Decision Made on Eighth Grade Sports

By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Though Tuesday evening’s agenda
of the Westfield Board of Education
called for a preliminary budget dis-
cussion of only fine arts, guidance
and district insurance, members of
the community attended the meeting
in support of eighth grade sports.

Providing a comprehensive review
of the program, Westfield’s guidance
counselors gave both factual and
anecdotal accounts of their role
within the school system, at both the
elementary and high school levels.

The counselors stressed that they
are part of a team of parents, teachers,
and community members that are
“constantly consulting.”

At Westfield High School (WHS),
guidance includes college and career
planning, academic planning (course
selection), crisis counseling, and con-
sulting. The underlying foundation,
said the counselors, is individual stu-
dent attention. With these services,
the best care is given, with a low ratio
of counselors to students.

As of now, the high school main-
tains a ratio of approximately 240
students per one counselor. Next year,
there will be an estimated 140 more
students at WHS.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
William Foley, commented that the

need for an additional guidance coun-
selor was reasonable. Furthermore,
this addition to the budget will only
maintain the status quo of caseloads.
The board appeared to support such
an expenditure in the new budget.

The board also reserved time to
hear from the district’s Fine Arts Su-
pervisor, Dr. Linda King.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
described the fine arts program as
“outstanding,” as it provided an edu-
cation for all levels in the district.

Dr. King’s presentation focused
around charting students’ use of the
program and availability of musical
instruments. A total of 1,417 students
in the district are involved with some
form of instrument. There are a num-
ber of students who pick up instru-
ments at the elementary level, but the
trend reveals a drop off in the num-
bers in later years.

By the district purchasing the larger
instruments, the department hopes to
foster instrument diversity at a younger
age that will hopefully continue into
the high school grades, said Dr. King.

The board also noted that the new
art room at WHS could house graphic
arts and an additional crafts course.
The budget will hopefully allow for
an additional art teacher.

After discussion on these two
agenda items, the board heard once

again from concerned community
members about the eighth grade sports
program. Here, the public restated the
importance of a sports-based educa-
tion that fosters numerous growth
and team support skills.

The board responded that it had
not decided on this issue yet and were
still open to discussion.

In other business, Board President
Arlene Gardner noted “the deadline

for filing nominating petitions for
the school board is Monday, Febru-
ary 24, at 4 p.m. Three, three-year
seats and one, one-year seat on the
nine-member panel are up for elec-
tion Tuesday, April 15.

The terms of Carol Molnar, Anne
Riegel and Kimberly Rhodes are ex-
piring this year. There is also one year
left on the three-year term originally
held by Lisa Alter and filled this year
by Beth Cassie.

Potential candidates may pick up a
candidate kit at the business office, 302
Elm Street, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
from Monday through Friday. The kit
includes information about legal re-
quirements for candidacy, campaign
procedures and other useful facts.

Next month, the school board will
continue with its discussion of the bud-
get, focusing on such topics as special
education and foreign languages.

This meeting, which will be held
on Tuesday, February 11, will work
toward creating a finalized budget,
which the board hopes to achieve by
voting on a tentative budget to
present to the public by its Tuesday,
March 4 meeting.
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ER’s Ready
For Doctor
Work Stop

By LAUREN S. PASS
and BILL SHEPPARD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

New Jersey doctors, including
many local medical practitioners,
have joined a grassroots effort to
begin a work slowdown com-
mencing Monday, February 3,
which could continue for more
than a week.

The escalating cost of profes-
sional liability insurance
throughout New Jersey and the
lack of governmental action on
the matter are at the core of the
planned slowdown.

However, area doctors and hos-
pitals, contacted by The Westfield
Leader, unanimously want to in-
sure the public that emergency
medical care will be readily avail-
able. The slowdown is for elec-
tive procedures and office visits.

John McGee, President and
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of Solaris Heath System, the par-
ent company for Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center and JFK
Medical Center, told The Leader
that the facilities will be adding
extra emergency room physicians
and are contemplating the use of
elective surgery space.

Ronald Del Mauro, President
and CEO of the Saint Barnabas
Health Care System told The
Leader they are well prepared to
meet the needs of area patients.

In a prepared release, Mr. Del
Mauro emphasized, “The Saint
Barnabas Health Care system
supports our physicians in en-
couraging the Legislature to
make critical changes that will
allow doctors to deliver high
quality healthcare to the people
in the communities we serve. At
the same time I am confident that
our employees will always con-
tinue to uphold the highest stan-
dards in medical care that our
patients have grown to expect.”

Overlook and Rahway Hospi-
tals have not yet issued state-
ments regarding their prepara-
tion for the stoppage.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
MOVIN’ ON UP...Below, Assemblymen Tom Kean, Jr. and Dr. Eric Munoz sit in
the Assembly chambers just before Assemblyman Kean was sworn in as State
Senator, above. Pictured abover are, from left, Senator Kean’s daughter Elizabeth,
his wife Rhonda, his father, former Governor Tom Kean, Senator Kean and Senate
President John Bennett. Please see the related story on Page 2.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Chooses Three Firms for Lot
Development; Irked by WHS Parking

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Westfield Town Council began with
a closed session to discuss contract
negotiations with the Teamsters.

Democrat Councilwoman Susan
Jacobson was absent from the meeting.

The open portion of the conference
meeting began with the continued
discussion of an amendment to the

Town Code in order to allow Fujiama
Mama to serve alcohol at their sushi bar.

The code currently prohibits the
service of alcohol and food at a counter
or bar with a restaurant conditional
license, which the restaurant is buy-
ing. The license formerly belonged
to Sinclair’s. There are four plenary
licenses in town which allow for a bar,
one of which is currently for sale.

Former Town Attorney Charles

Brandt, who represents Fujiama Mama,
proposed adding a sentence that would
allow “the services of alcoholic bev-
erages at a counter or bar.”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that the code was designed to limit
alcoholic service to patrons who are
eating. He added that the town had
received a letter from attorney Arthur
Attenasio, who represents two ple-
nary license holders, objecting to a
change in the ordinance.

Mr. Cockren explained that the
current ordinance prohibits the ser-
vice of food at a counter in the same
room where alcohol is being served.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ques-
tioned what would allow the restau-
rant to serve alcohol at the sushi bar,
to which Mr. Cockren responded that
it was not with the license currently
being discussed.

Mr. Brandt pointed out that if the
restaurant had no license, and people
brought their own drinks, they would
be permitted to drink at the sushi bar.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman said that
because there is a plenary license
available and Fujiama Mama wants
to go beyond the conditional license
that the two parties should come to-
gether. He said that if the council is to
“make a change (to the code it would)
make a bad situation worse.”

He added that making an exception
to the code “opens Pandora’s box.”

MS School Bd. Considers
Broadcast of Meetings

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Mountainside
Board of Education (BOE) meeting
Dr. Gerard Schaller, Chief School Ad-
ministrator presented a detailed list-
ing of special items for the proposed
school budget.

Dr. Schaller went over the list of
special area items contained in the draft.

“I’ve instructed the staff to be pre-
pared to prioritize the list should it be
necessary,” Dr. Schaller said. “I prefer
not to refer to this as a wish list but as
items that are necessary.”

On that point, board member Frank
Geiger commenting on the budget
worksheet draft presented to the board
and the public said, “I assume then
that everything we are seeing tonight
is necessary to move our schools cur-
riculum forward.”

“Yes, that’s correct,” replied Dr.
Schaller.

Board Member John Perrin in-

formed the board that he had been
appointed by Governor James
McGreevey to serve on the BOE’s
Ethics Committee. He discussed the
joint use of playing fields with Our
Lady of Lourdes and other groups.

The board reported that their attor-
ney and architect were still working
with surety on solving the school
construction problem at Beechwood
School. Nothing positive or negative
could be offered.

Scott Schmedel of Mountainside
asked the board, “how do you
(Mountainside BOE) plan to account
to the public for last year’s total fi-
asco?”

President Kress responded by ex-
plaining that they are doing just that by
the open manner in which they are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury 5
Airway Obstruction 1             1
Allergic Reaction 1
Behavioral Disorder 1             1
Bleeding/Hemorrhage 3             1
Cardiac Arrest 1
Cardiac Related 1             1
Chest Injury 2
Gastro-Intestinal Distress 2             2
General Illness 2
Lift Assist 1
Other Injury 1
Respiratory Distress 8
Seizure 1              1
Spinal Injury 1
Suspected Fracture 5              1
Syncope              1
Unconscious 2
Other 2
TOTALS 40              9             0

Paramedics 13 (first call); 3 (second call); 0 (third call) =16
Genesis Eldercare  2 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)    =2
Senior Citizen Complex  4 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)    =4
Sunrise Assisted Living  1 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)    =1
Out-of-Town Mutual Aid  4 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)    =4

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for Weeks Ending January 18, 2003

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3
• Central Avenue -malfunction fire

alarm.
• Central Avenue - malfunctioning

fire alarm.
• Stevens Avenue – fire alarm acti-

vated unintentionally.
• Prospect Street – malfunctioning

fire alarm.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

• Carlton Road – assist Public
Works Department removing a tree.

• Ripley Avenue – furnace prob-
lem.

• North Avenue, West- auto acci-
dent with injuries.

• Grove Street – secure low hang-
ing telephone wire.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
• North Euclid Avenue – structure

fire.
• Linden Avenue – remove smoke

from home caused by a closed damper.
MONDAY, JANUARY 6

• Garfield Avenue – carbon monox-
ide leak.

• Winchester Way – electrical fire.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

• West Dudley Avenue – medical
emergency.

• North Euclid Avenue – assist resi-
dent restoring utilities.

• Lenape Trail – fire alarm acti-
vated unintentionally.

• Carleton Road – electrical fire.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

• Mountain Avenue – furnace prob-
lem.

• Wyandotte Trail – malfunction-
ing carbon monoxide alarm.

• New Providence Road – mali-
cious false alarm

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
• Central Avenue – auto accident

with fluid spill.
• Clifton Street – house lockout.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
• Quimby Street – investigate citi-

zen complaint.
• Prospect Street – assist invalid

into house.
• Cedar Terrace – cooking fire.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
• Clark Street – fire alarm activated

unintentionally.
• Summit Avenue – check a house

for carbon monoxide.
• Trinity Place – cooking fire.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
• Lincoln Road – furnace fire.
• Woodbrook Circle – overheated

vacuum cleaner.
• North Scotch Plains Avenue –

water leak.
MONDAY, JANUARY 13

• Marlin Court – furnace fire.
• Boulevard – illegal burning of

destruction debris.
• Forest Avenue – odor of smoke in

a house.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

• Clark Street – water leak.
• Saint Marks Avenue – medical

emergency.
• Poets Place – cooking fire.
• Linden Avenue – fire alarm acti-

vated unintentionally.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
• Springfield Avenue – medical

Emergency.
• Stoneleigh Park – malfunction-

ing fire alarm.
• Linden Avenue – fire alarm acti-

vated unintentionally.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16

• Linden Avenue – Fire alarm acti-
vated unintentionally.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
• Police were informed that a 2003

Nissan that was rented from a South Av-
enue business had not been returned by the
January 9 due date. The motor vehicle had
not been located as of press time.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
• Geoffrey Beck, 52, of Westfield

was arrested on East Broad Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was subsequently released to a re-
sponsible party.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
• A resident of the 500 block of Lenox

Avenue reported that someone threw eggs
at her house and car.

• David Fiorenza, 38, of Irvington was
charged with possession of suspected
heroin and possession of drug parapherna-
lia.

He was initially taken into custody on
North Avenue on a contempt of court
warrant issued by the Municipal Court of
Roselle Park. Fiorenza was held in lieu of
$1,250 bail.

• Four teenagers were arrested on South
Avenue at the Garwood border and charged
with robbery for allegedly taking money
from two youths in the municipal parking
lot behind the Rialto Theatre on East Broad
Street.

The victims, a 14-year-old Scotch Plains
boy and a 13-year-old boy from Plainfield,
told police they were accosted by another
group of juveniles who demanded money
from them.

After taking a dollar from one of the
victims, the suspects allegedly beat the pair
before fleeing the scene, police said. The

victims were transported by Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad personnel to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where they were treated and
released.

Authorities said the suspects included a
15-year-old boy and a 14-year-old boy,
both from Garwood, along with another
14-year-old boy and a 13-year-old boy,
both of whom live in Cranford. All were
charged in juvenile complaints and re-
leased to the custody of their parents,
according to police.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council Chooses Three Firms for Lot Development;
Frustrated Over Parking by Westfield High School Students

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Cranford 
$419,000

A REAL CHARMER!!! Move right 
into this impeccable English 
Colonial with charm 
throughout...chestnut trim, oak 
floors, woodburning fireplace 
and a wonderful cedar deck 
which brings the professionally 
landscaped backyard right into 
your home! Eight rooms 
consisting of a formal Living 
Room, formal Dining Room, 
updated eat-in Kitchen, three 
Bedrooms and one and one-half 
Baths, Den, plus a partially 
finished Basement. Close to 
town, schools and NYC 
transportation.

 Contact the Westfield Office at
    908/232-5664

Westfield
$5,200
per month

EXECUTIVE RENTAL! Located in 
the heart of “The Gardens”, this 
beautifully maintained Tudor 
features eleven rooms, formal 
Living Room, formal Dining 
Room, large eat-in Kitchen, 
wonderful Family Room 
addition, Sun Porch, six 
Bedrooms, and a finished 
Basement Playroom. Lease 
includes lawn maintenance and 
snow removal. 
Available March 1, 2003

 Contact the Westfield Office at
    908/232-5664
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Most of the council was in agreement that
an exception should not be made for the
restaurant.

Second Ward Republican Councilman
Rafael Betancourt stated that the council
would have to have “good reason” to make
a restaurant conditional license a plenary
license.

Third Ward Republican Councilman Andy
Skibitsky stated that the ordinance should be
amended because it was intended so that
Westfield would not become a “bar town”
and that a sushi bar is a table around an event.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman David
Haas stated that Fujiama Mama should at-
tempt to acquire the plenary license.

Councilman Betancourt stated that it was
too much money.

Mr. Cockren said that the restaurant owner
could have foreseen the issue, and could have
waited for approval before finishing con-
struction.

The council is expected to approve the
transfer of the license at next Tuesday’s public
meeting, with restrictions enforcing the cur-
rent ordinance to disallow service of alcohol
at the sushi bar.

In other business, Town Administrator
James Gildea and Warren Korecky of Suplee,
Clooney and Company, the Town’s auditor,
explained that in 1991 the state had offered
employees an early retirement program which
some town employees participated in. The
town is paying off the bonds until 2016.

Mr. Korecky explained that there is a new
program available through the Union County
Improvement Authority that would save the
town approximately $74,000 over the life of
the bond.

The council also recommended that Mr.
Gildea and Mr. Korecky contact the Westfield
Board of Education to see if they could also
participate in the money saving program.

Mr. Gildea announced that the Redevelop-
ment Project Review Committee has nar-
rowed the applicants down to three teams out
of the seven that were interviewed. These
companies will receive the Request For Pro-
posals (RFP) for the redevelopment of the
South Side Train Station lot and Prospect
Street lot.

The three lead companies, American Prop-
erties of Woodbridge, Matrix Development
Group, and Nassau HKT Associates will
receive the RFP next week and will have one
month to complete them.

Next, the council continued discussion
with the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) regarding approval of dates
for events that close off portions of the
downtown area.

Mayor McDermott had previously asked
Councilman Goldman to speak with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
regarding their events, for which the council
also has to approve the dates.

Councilman Goldman told the council that
the only event where the DWC asks for street
closure is the annual 5K run, which the DWC
does not make a profit on. The other events
that they are requesting to hold are Jazz night’s
during the summer months which do not
close the streets.

Debbie Schmidt, WACC Executive Di-
rector, was on hand to answer the council’s
questions regarding the street fairs and clas-
sic car shows.

Ms. Schmidt explained to the council that
it costs the WACC approximately $1,200 to

run the car shows and that they do not charge
the cars in order to encourage participation.
She also said that the car shows benefit the
restaurants by bringing in patrons.

Ms. Schmidt also explained that the Fam-
ily Fest was started in 2001 to make up the
$21,000 the chamber lost when the DWC
canceled their promotions contract with the
chamber. She explained that the WACC did
not use the Advertising Alliance for the event,
but cosponsored with the Westfield Y.

She also provided the council with statis-
tics from the Fall Fest from this past Septem-
ber. Approximately 130 of the 326 partici-
pants in the fair were from Westfield; there
were six crafters, nine restaurants, 30 non-
profit organizations and 85 businesses.

She stated that the annual revenue for the
street fairs is $320,000 and that it is $175,000
to $180,000 for each fair but that $110,000
to $120,000 is spent on them, which does not
include staff time. Another revenue for the
chamber is the annual dues, advertising direc-
tory and the ad book for the Faith in Westfield
Dinner which totals approximately $140,000.

First Ward Republican Councilman Sal
Caruana voiced strong objections to the fees
that the WACC charges for booths during the
fairs, because there are different fees for
WACC and non-WACC members. He also
suggested that a full-time staff person be
hired to run the fairs rather than paying a
promoter.

Ms. Schmidt said that the board makes the
decisions on both fees and hiring someone,
but that they are moving in the direction of
being able to do the fairs in-house.

The council decided to approve the dates
for all three street fairs, and two of the car
shows, eliminating one in June, and to revisit
the issues in the fall.

Under committee reports, Councilman
Betancourt said that the Transportation Park-
ing and Traffic Committee (TPT) will hold
the final stakeholders meeting with the
ShopRite grid on Thursday, February 20.

He added that residents of Edgar Road are
petitioning to have two-hour parking on the
street because of an increased problem with
high school students parking, using drugs,
loitering and littering.

He announced that the council liaisons will
meet with members of the school board on
Friday, February 7.

Councilman Skibitsky reported that the
Public Safety Committee was advised of a
problem with tractor-trailers using Ayliffe
Avenue as a cut-through from Rahway Av-
enue to Central Avenue when the train is
coming through on Rahway.

He said that Police Chief Bernard Tracy is
aware of the situation and will time patrol of
the area with the train schedule. He also
reported that at the next public safety meeting
there will be a discussion regarding emer-
gency medical dispatch procedure between
the police department, fire department and
rescue squad.

Councilman Goldman reported that the
Public Works Committee is still reviewing
the list of roads for the 2003 road projects.

Edgar Road residents Nick Kapur and
Laura Nolen said that they would like to
change the petition for two-hour parking to
no parking from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on school
days.

Ms. Nolen said that Westfield High School
has done nothing about the kids hanging out
on the street, and that she has seen drug use

during the day.
Councilman Betancourt advised the resi-

dents to also speak to the school board.
Mr. Gildea expressed his frustration that

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Board of Ed.
presenting this year’s budget to the
public. “Mistakes were made, we admit
that. We have taken the necessary steps
to correct that situation. The buck stops
here.”

Mr. Geiger added that the audit of last
year revealed 24 items that needed to
be corrected, “we want to accomplish
correcting all of them.”

Mr. Schmedel added, “what is miss-
ing is the board reaching out to the
community at large to explain the fi-
asco. Explaining to everyone: What
happened last year. Why it happened.
What the audit found. What exactly are
the 24 items that needed to be cor-
rected. Just how far along, is the Board
and the administration in making cor-
rections?”

Mr. Schmedel went on to point out
that by not being openly account-
able to the public about last year
they have “cast a shadow” on the
board and about this year’s budget.
“The board has not done its job.
Every voter, every resident deserves
to be contacted and informed. Un-
less I see that, I wouldn’t support
anything the board does.”

Mr. Kress said he understood and
explained that, “there was never
any money missing, there was ac-
counting sloppiness no hanky
panky at all.”

Mr. Schmedel said, “the last impres-
sion (of the Board) to the public was the
action of the Mountainside Borough
Council, that had to cut the Board of
Education’s budget 10 times. That was
a $480,000. Cut!” Mr. Schmedel urged
the board to make a full presentation to
the public before they talk about this
year’s budget.

The Westfield Leader later spoke
with Mr. Schmedel who said that he,
“hoped that the Board would take
immediate action to provide to the
residents a written detailed explana-
tion of last year’s budget problems
in the interest of all Borough resi-
dents. After that I would hope the
board would hold a public televised
meeting on the subject and invite
the Mayor or borough representa-
tives to attend.”

Mr. Schmedel, revealed to The
Leader that, “many years ago” he served
on the Mountainside BOE.

The board said they were consider-
ing a newsletter specifically on the
subject that would be mailed to every
household in the town. They had a
public relations person with whom they
planned to consult. Another resident
suggested that the board use TV 35
Mountainside to explain last year’s
problems and the board’s solutions on
videotape. It was pointed out that the
board was considering taping regular

meetings and had invited TV 35 director
to tonight’s meeting, but she was unable
to attend. It was further suggested that
the board request the use of the town’s
chambers to tape an explanation and to
broadcast board meetings on a regular
basis from there. The Leader spoke with
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
who confirmed that the Borough has
repeatedly offered both verbally and in
writing to tape the BOE meetings for
broadcast on TV 35.

“We have offered to accommodate
the board in communicating with the
public utilizing TV 35. Numerous bor-
ough residents have requested this be
done and the Borough is waiting to here
from the BOE. We have budgeted funds
for this purpose,” said Mayor Viglianti.

Copies of the agenda for the meeting
were not available for the public or the
press at the Tuesday evening meeting.
The Leader asked for a copy before and
after the meeting. A copy was not avail-
able for pick up until the next day at the
BOE’s temporary offices at 191 Mill
Lane in Mountainside.

“the Board of Education has not taken one
step” to solve the parking problem at the high
school, and that the problem keeps coming up
to the council.
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SP Planning Board Approves
Subdivision of Zoo Property

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
approved an application to subdi-
vide a one-acre tract of land from the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property and
permit the township’s Historical Re-
view Commission to sell the land to
a developer, who would then restore
the historic Frazee House located at
the site.

Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff presented the
proposal on behalf of the township
government, which owns the zoo prop-
erty and wants to “permanently pre-
serve” the house. Built in 1678, the
house played a small but interesting
role in the Revolutionary War.

The one-acre site faces Raritan
Road, with the front of the Frazee
House being about 20 feet from the
roadway, in violation of the 60-foot
setback set forth in the local zoning
ordinance.

Included in the subdivision appli-
cation was an application for a vari-
ance recognizing and permitting the
20-foot setback of the house.

Richard Bousquet, Chairman of the
Historic Review Commission, spoke
to the board at its meeting on Mon-
day night about the history of the
house, as well as some aspects of its
architectural design.

Calling the Frazee House “a slice
of history,” he said he has received a
number of telephone calls from pro-
spective buyers in the past week.
There is some urgency in moving
forward with a sale because, Mr.
Bousquet noted, the house is in
“pretty serious disrepair,” particularly
from vandalism.

The plan calls for the property to be
sold to a private individual, devel-
oper or other entity, who would then
refurbish the house under the aegis of
the Historic Review Commission.
Being that the property is situated in
an R-1 Residential zone, a family
could live in the house once it was
completed.

Mr. Bousquet said the house con-
tains three bedrooms, one-and-a-half
bathrooms, a family room, kitchen
and living room. A separate garage
would also be built on the property.

Mr. Woodruff told Planning Board
Chairman Joseph Boyle that any pro-
spective buyer would have to agree,
via a deed restriction, that the Frazee
House could not be torn down. In
addition, several structures within the
one-acre site remaining from the days
when the zoo was operational will
have to be removed.

Furthermore, a small sliver of the
southwestern edge of the property
will be dedicated to future township
use if and when the sharp right angle
turn in Raritan Road is straightened.

FW Residents Voice Concerns Over Verizon
Antenna; Planning Board Elects Chairman

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

Despite frigid temperatures,
Fanwood residents came out to the
January 22 Planning Board meeting
to hear Verizon’s continued applica-
tion for a residential use variance.

Verizon has claimed there is a gap
in coverage for  its local cellular tele-
phone users that necessitates the
placement of antennas on top of a
PSE&G tower between Oak Court
and Elm Street.

After listening to testimony from
Verizon’s site engineer and profes-
sional planner, the board and resi-
dents raised issues regarding the
safety of the antennas and its accom-
panying equipment compound.

Anthony Suppa, Verizon’s site en-
gineer, testified that Verizon proposes
to put 12 antennas on the existing
115-foot  tower, six of which would
be at 107 feet and six at 115 feet.
Revised plans dated January 7 reflect
that Verizon is now proposing an
equipment housing compound mea-
suring 34 by 18 feet, which will hold
seven equipment cabinets, enclosed
by a seven-foot- high, board on board
fence made of a wood composite. The
original application requested a larger
stone equipment shelter, complete
with a generator and lighting. The
new plans have eliminated the gen-
erator and lighting.

Two of the seven cabinets will
house gel cell batteries to be used as
a backup in the event of a power
failure.

Tom Braddow of Elm Street in-
quired how the batteries were charged,
noting that when lead acid batteries
are charged, hydrogen buildup can
occur. Mr. Suppa advised he did not
believe the process for the gel cell
batteries was the same, but would
provide specifications for the next
meeting. Mr. Suppa also testified that
he was not aware of any prior in-
stances of explosions of gel cell bat-
teries.

Several residents expressed con-
cerns that the cabinets would be a
hazard to children playing in the area.
Mr. Suppa, as well as Verizon’s coun-
sel, Richard Stanzione, of the law
firm of Hiering, Dupignac and

Stanzione, asserted that there are no
safety concerns with the cabinets, in
that they are self-contained and
tamper proof. They further indicated
the fencing is for aesthetic purposes
only.

Verizon’s professional planner,
Jim Dowling, also testified and pro-
vided photographic simulations of
the antennas and the fenced-in com-
pound. It became evident when view-
ing the simulations that there was
also a one-and-a-half foot canopy
over the cabinets, which extends out
above the fencing.

Mr. Dowling opined that the place-
ment of the antennas on the tower
would be appropriate, quoting from
the borough’s Wireless Ordinance,
which favors the use of existing struc-
tures for cellular antennas. He further
stated that he believes the benefits of
adding the antennas to the tower far
outweigh any negative aspects of the
application.

Other residents questioned the
safety of the proximity of the equip-
ment compound to the existing Texas

Eastern gas line. Mr. Dowling ad-
vised that the concrete pad would be
approximately 42 feet from the line
and would not cause any safety haz-
ard.

As part of its application, Verizon is
also requesting permission to locate
the pad within 42 feet of the gas line,
instead of the 50-foot minimum re-
quired by the borough.

Mr. Dowling also said the applica-
tion as proposed would not cause any
substantial detriment to the charac-
ter of the neighborhood. When
asked by Planning Board Chairman
Gregory Cummings if he would still
feel there was no detriment if one or
two additional carriers were also to
add antennas and equipment facili-
ties, Mr. Dowling said he could not
give a precise answer without the
details of any such proposals. A
tower of this nature could poten-
tially hold the antennas of two or
three carriers, but any such pro-
posal would also require a use vari-
ance application before the Plan-
ning Board.

There had been discussion at
prior board meetings that the anten-
nas could potentially be placed at a
new site on municipal property.
However, when questioned regard-
ing the status of this, Mr. Stanzione
stated that the borough had not put
a site out to bid at this time, so
Verizon was continuing with its
application as planned.

In addition to the Verizon hear-
ing, the board also held elections
for Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
the board, as well as board attorney.
Gregory Cummings was elected
Chairman, John Deitch as Vice-
Chairman and Robert Mega as board
attorney.

Verizon plans to complete the testi-
mony of its site engineer and begin
testimony of its real estate appraiser
when the hearing continues at the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the
Planning Board on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26. The board also intends to
hear the application for a minor subdi-
vision at 100 North Martine Avenue at
the February meeting.

No outright objections from nearby
residents were heard regarding the
proposal, which Mr. Woodruff termed
a triple winner because the township
will benefit from the sale proceeds,
the addition of a tax ratable and the
historic preservation of the property.

There was some concern ex-
pressed, though, about the future
use of the remainder of the zoo prop-
erty. Most of the discussions among
members of the Township Council
in recent years have centered around
turning the property into a passive
park. The Planning Board will issue
a letter to the council asking that it
address these concerns by begin-
ning more serious discussions of the
future of the property.

County to Pay $5.5 Mil. for Farmland
In Clark; WF Earns $7,000 in Grants

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of  Cho-
sen Freeholders gave its formal as-
sent last Thursday to the negotiated
$5.5 million settlement in which the
county will purchase 13 acres of farm-
land in Clark owned by the Esposito
family.

It remains unclear what the county
will do with the Madison Hill Road
property, although Freeholder
Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon has
noted the possibility that a children’s
museum could be located there.

During the board’s reorganization
meeting earlier this month, Mrs.
Scanlon announced plans for such a
museum, using $1 million in county
open space funds.

At last week’s regular meeting,
though, Brian Toal, who serves as

Clark’s historian, and William
Fidurski, Chairman of the Clark
Environmental Commission, spoke
out against putting a children’s
museum on the site, citing poten-
tial traffic problems on heavily-
traveled Madison Hill Road. In-
stead, they backed the idea of main-
taining the entire property as a
passive park.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a change to the county’s con-
tract with H&G Contractors for the
replacement of a culvert on
Grandview Avenue in Westfield; the
approved change will reduce the price
of the service by nearly $26,000, to

just under $160,000.
Elsewhere, the Freeholder Board

approved a resolution authorizing
grants of $3,000 to The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield and $4,000 to
the Westfield Historical Society.
Walter Boright of Westfield was
among five individuals appointed to
four-year terms on the Union County
Improvement Authority.

The Freeholders also passed a reso-
lution expressing their condolences
to the family of Sergeant Steven
Checo of Elizabeth, a member of the
82nd Airborne Division, who was
killed recently in a gun battle in Af-
ghanistan.
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          Bill Sheppard for The Times
WARM INSIDE...Fanwood is freezing outside, but the temperature inside the
Fanwood Memorial Library reaches “Fahrenheit 451.” Dan Weiss, Director of the
Fanwood Library, is caught red-handed reading Ray Bradbury’s famous book.
The best-selling book is the adult selection for ONE BOOK NEW JERSEY, a
statewide initiative of the New Jersey Library Association. Mr. Weiss serves as
Chairman of the Public Relations Committee for the group. A story on Mr. Weiss
will appear next week.

          Bill Sheppard for The Times
HONORING A TEACHER...Governor James McGreevey honors dedicated
Scotch Plains teacher Linda Dobransky, a commercial  art teacher from the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains, on January 22. Ms.
Dobransky holds the New Jersey State Proclamation that  she  received at  the Union
County Town Hall Meeting in Cranford.

       Lauren S. Pass for The Times
ON THE JOB...District 22 legislators are pictured reviewing important issues in
the Assembly at the Capitol in Trenton last week. They  are Assemblyman Jerry
Green  and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

Tax Condition
Called ‘Bleak’
By SP Mayor

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
issued a blunt warning about local
government finances and property
taxes, saying that, with state aid to
municipalities likely to be frozen for
a second straight year and with local
government revenues “way down,” a
higher property tax increase than in
recent years may be in the offing.

Although recent tax hikes have been
kept to a minimum,  due to tight spend-
ing and the “prudent use of our sur-
plus,” Mayor Marks said at Tuesday’s
Township Council meeting that “our
backs are against the wall this year.”

Like many communities, Scotch
Plains is experiencing lower revenue
inflows due to several factors, includ-
ing the weak economy, lower interest
rates on township investments and flat
levels of state assistance, while being
forced to pay for increased mandated
costs for insurance, sewage fees, pen-
sion funds and labor contracts.

“The picture is bleak,” the Mayor
said. “It’s scary bleak.”

Last week, Mayor Marks was among a
group of New Jersey mayors attending
meetings with Governor James
McGreevey and state legislative leaders.

The Mayor said that, after speeches
by the state officials in which no one
spoke about property taxes, he asked
State Senator Richard Codey why
state legislators were avoiding ad-
dressing property tax reform.

When Senator Codey asked if
Scotch Plains residents wanted higher
state income taxes, Mayor Marks told
him of last November’s vote in which
local residents, by a 4-to-1 margin,
approved a non-binding referendum
calling for the convening of a state
constitutional convention to address
property tax reform.

“The problem of property taxes is in
Trenton,” the Mayor said on Tuesday
night, “and they don’t want to ac-
knowledge it.” Instead, he said, state
officials want to “keep the heat on”

ERs Prepare
For Doctor
Work Stop

By LAUREN S. PASS
and BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

New Jersey doctors, including
many local medical practitioners,
have joined a grassroots effort to be-
gin a work slowdown commencing
Monday, February 3, which could
continue for more than a week.

The escalating cost of professional
liability insurance throughout New
Jersey and the lack of governmental
action on the matter are at the core of
the planned slowdown.

However, area doctors and hospi-
tals, contacted by The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, unanimously want
to insure the public that emergency
medical care will be readily avail-
able. The slowdown is for elective
procedures and office visits.

John McGee, President and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Solaris
Heath System, the parent company
for Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center and JFK Medical Center, told
The Times that the facilities will be
adding extra emergency room physi-
cians and are contemplating the use
of elective surgery space.

Ronald Del Mauro, President and
CEO of the Saint Barnabas Health

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Reviews Drafts
For New Calendar;

Heat Issues Addressed
By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

At last Thursday’s open public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye
presented “Draft Three” and “Draft
Four” of the 2003-2004 School Cal-
endar to board members and to the
public.

The board discussed both calen-
dars, attempting to find the calendar
that best suited the district. Draft
Three suggests that school should
start on September 3 and end on June
17, allowing students to be dismissed
for an early summer. Draft Four sug-
gests that school start on September
3 and end on June 22, allowing for
two extra snow days to be built into
the school year.

Considering this year’s inclement
weather, board members generally
agreed that Draft Four would be a
better calendar.

“Number four is probably the one
that gives us the strongest calendar,”
stated Dr. Choye. A formal decision
on a calendar will be made at the next
open agenda meeting held on Thurs-
day, February 13.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi briefed
the public about recent concerns re-
garding the number of problems rel-
evant to heat and the problems that
the district has faced with some of the
old and new heating systems.

Mr. Del Sordi stated that an admin-
istrative council meeting was held to
discuss the issue and that there is
constant communication with school
principals.

“We are taking a number of precau-
tions,” said Mr. Del Sordi.

For example, schools with heating
problems are letting the heat stay on
through the night when buildings are
closed. A McGinn Elementary School
class is moving across the hall to a
warm classroom, simply because that
particular classroom only warms up
at about 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Del Sordi also stated, “Custo-
dians have a process in which they are
able to report that everything is okay,
so we are able to address issues.”

“The heat has been getting all of

our attention…this is a top priority,”
stated Mr. Del Sordi.

On a lighter note, slides of worms
were all the talk last week when board
members heard the zoology course
presentation made by seven students
from Glen Stevenson’s high school
class. The course, which is piloted for
the first time this year at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), had
an enrollment of 27 students.

However, according to Mr.
Stevenson and SPFHS Principal Dr.
David Heisey, a total of 60 students
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Annual SPFHS Pops Concert
Scheduled Next Wednesday

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
• Willie Martin, 40, a resident of

Front Street in Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled and dangerous substance.

Martin was being arrested on an-
other charge when it was revealed
during a search during a search inci-
dent to an arrest that he had a clear vial
containing a white powdery and rock
like substance on his possession.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
• A resident of Lyde Place reported a

possible attempted burglary. The
resident’s front storm door locking
mechanism was pulled off the door. The
owner believes the incident took place
on January 16. No other areas of the
house appeared to be tampered with.

• A resident of Coles Avenue reported
criminal mischief to her vehicle. The
vehicle was parked in the driveway
between 5:15 p.m. on January 17 and
7:20 a.m. on January 18. The front
passenger window was smashed.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
• A Westfield resident reported a

theft from her vehicle while it was
parked at a business on Route 22 East.
The victim stated that at 12:30 p.m.
she arrived and returned to the vehicle
at 1:20 p.m. to find that her passenger
front window had been smashed and
her purse that contained her personal
effects was the only thing taken.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Music Department and the Music Boost-
ers Association will host the 31st Annual
Pops Concert on Wednesday, February
5, in the SPFHS auditorium at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets, which are priced at $5 for
adults and $3 for students and chil-
dren, will be available that evening at
the door. Senior citizens will be ad-
mitted for free. Proceeds from the
concert will benefit the music pro-

gram throughout the school district.
The concert will feature selections

from the Concert Band, the
Moonglowers, the SP-F Jazz Band,
the Wind Ensemble, the Percussion
Ensemble and the Symphonic Band.

All of the bands are under the direc-
tion of Vincent Turturiello, Durand
Thomas and Joseph Reo.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Mayor Calls
Tax Situation ‘Scary Bleak’

local officials to control spending.
In other business, the council ap-

proved an amendment to the zoning
ordinance that will permit the extension
of front porches up to 96 inches from the
foundation of a home versus the exist-
ing 48 inches, as long as the porch is a
three-sided, open-air structure.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance to ban parking on Martine
Avenue in front of the YMCA in two
sections south of Peach Court.

An ordinance was also approved
formally appropriating $200,000
from the state Department of Trans-
portation to be used for the resurfac-
ing of Westfield Road from North
Avenue to Westfield Avenue. The
project will be done in conjunction
with Fanwood, which has also re-
ceived state funding.

The council also approved a

resolution authorizing the signing
of an inter-local agreement with
Fanwood and the joint board of
education, as part of the shared ser-
vices initiative, to purchase $80,000
worth of maintenance equipment
for parks and fields.

The costs will be split between
three entities, with the Township of
Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, each
paying $32,000 and the Borough of
Fanwood, paying $16,000. Mainte-
nance costs for the new equipment
will also be similarly split.

At the start of it’s meeting, the coun-
cil honored retiring Police Lieuten-
ant Jeffrey Ellis for his 25 years of
service. Police Chief Marshall Nelson
paid a warm tribute to Lieutenant
Ellis and Mayor Marks presented him
with a plaque of appreciation.BOE Continues Budget Discussion; No

Decision Made on Eighth Grade Sports
By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Though Tuesday
evening’s agenda of the Westfield
Board of Education called for a pre-
liminary budget discussion of only
fine arts, guidance and district insur-
ance, members of the community at-
tended the meeting in support of
eighth grade sports.

Providing a comprehensive review
of the program, Westfield’s guidance
counselors gave both factual and
anecdotal accounts of their role
within the school system, at both the
elementary and high school levels.

The counselors stressed that they
are part of a team of parents, teachers,
and community members that are
“constantly consulting.”

At Westfield High School (WHS),
guidance includes college and career
planning, academic planning (course
selection), crisis counseling, and con-
sulting. The underlying foundation,
said the counselors, is individual stu-
dent attention. With these services,
the best care is given, with a low ratio
of counselors to students.

As of now, the high school main-
tains a ratio of approximately 240
students per one counselor. Next year,
there will be an estimated 140 more
students at WHS.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
William Foley, commented that the
need for an additional guidance coun-
selor was reasonable. Furthermore,
this addition to the budget will only
maintain the status quo of caseloads.
The board appeared to support such
an expenditure in the new budget.

The board also reserved time to
hear from the district’s Fine Arts Su-

pervisor, Dr. Linda King.
Board member Alice Hunnicutt

described the fine arts program as
“outstanding,” as it provided an edu-
cation for all levels in the district.

Dr. King’s presentation focused
around charting students’ use of the
program and availability of musical
instruments. A total of 1,417 students
in the district are involved with some
form of instrument. There are a num-
ber of students who pick up instru-
ments at the elementary level, but the
trend reveals a drop off in the num-
bers in later years.

By the district purchasing the larger
instruments, the department hopes to
foster instrument diversity at a
younger age that will hopefully con-
tinue into the high school grades,
said Dr. King.

The board also noted that the new
art room at WHS could house graphic
arts and an additional crafts course.
The budget will hopefully allow for
an additional art teacher.

After discussion on these two
agenda items, the board heard once
again from concerned community
members about the eighth grade sports
program. Here, the public restated the
importance of a sports-based educa-
tion that fosters numerous growth
and team support skills.

The board responded that it had
not decided on this issue yet and were
still open to discussion.

In other business, Board President
Arlene Gardner noted “the deadline
for filing nominating petitions for
the school board is Monday, Febru-
ary 24, at 4 p.m. Three three-year seats
and one, 1-year seat on the nine-
member panel are up for election on

Tuesday, April 15.
The terms of Carol Molnar, Anne

Riegel and Kimberly Rhodes are ex-
piring this year. There is also one year
left on the three-year term originally
held by Lisa Alter and filled this year
by Beth Cassie.

Potential candidates may pick up a
candidate kit at the business office, 302
Elm Street, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
from Monday through Friday. The kit
includes information about legal re-

quirements for candidacy, campaign
procedures and other useful facts.

Next month, the school board will
continue with its discussion of the bud-
get, focusing on such topics as special
education and foreign languages.

This meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, February 11, will work toward
creating a finalized budget, which the
board hopes to achieve by voting on a
tentative budget to present to the pub-
lic by its Tuesday, March 4 meeting.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
MINDOWASKIN ON ICE…Westfielders took their ice skates and ice hockey equipment to Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield on Sunday. Pictured, above, ice hockey players
wait for the missing puck.
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School Bd. Chooses Fourth Draft of Calendar;
Discusses Heat Issues in District’s Classrooms

Care System told The Times they are
well prepared to meet the needs of
area patients.

In a prepared release, Mr. Del Mauro
emphasized, “The Saint Barnabas Health
Care system supports our physicians in
encouraging the Legislature to make criti-
cal changes that will allow doctors to
deliver high quality healthcare to the
people in the communities we serve. At the
same time I am confident that our employ-
ees will always continue to uphold the
highest standards in medical care that our
patients have grown to expect.”

Overlook and Rahway Hospitals
have not yet issued statements regard-
ing their preparation for the stoppage.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hospitals

signed up.
Currently, Mr. Stevenson prepares

all materials, since there is no specific
zoology text. The board and the pub-
lic seemed to enjoy the interesting
course and its excitement.

The World Language Curriculum
was presented by World Language
Supervisor Lisa Rebimbas, who dis-
cussed the curriculum language plan
for students from second grade
through the high school.

Currently, students are introduced
to Spanish in the second grade and
given an option to study the lan-
guage of their choice in the sixth
grade. Language options include:
Spanish, Italian, French or German.
The board approved the curriculum.

In the Superintendent’s Report, the
board approved two out of district
placements for the remainder of the
2002-2003 school year: One place-
ment at Briarcliff Middle School in
Mountain Lakes, at a cost of $20,335

and the other placement at Cranford
Alternative Middle Program, at a cost
of $14,709.

The board also approved the ma-
trix of forms used in the district.

In business functions, the board
approved transportation contracts for
routes S2 and S3. S2 was awarded to,
lowest bidder, George Dapper, Inc., at
$191.95 per day, and S3 was awarded
to, lowest bidder, Amaker & Porterfield,
at $180 per day. Change orders to
school construction were also made
for the following: Piping Plus, Inc,
Coles Elementary School, in the
amount of -$3,417; Triple B Fabrica-
tors, Coles in the amount of -$8,000;
Piping Plus, Inc., Terrill Middle
School, -$10,000, and Flanagan’s,
SPFHS in the amount of $51,685.

The board also approved the ac-
ceptance of grant funding in the
amount of $17,000 from The Miles
Hodsdon Vernon Foundation, Inc, to

be used in connection with the needs
of the prototype classroom at Brunner
Elementary School.

In other business, the board adopted
a resolution in support of an increase
in the state’s share of funding for
public school education.

A public budget discussion, fea-
turing a curriculum presentation by
Assistant Superintendent for Instruc-
tion, Dr. Margaret Hayes, will be held
tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Adminis-
tration Building.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, the
district is “waiting for the governor’s
revenue figures…the budget will be
discussed for the next two months.”

Don’t miss out on being
 a subscriber - Call today:

(908) 232-4407
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Cranford 
$419,000

A REAL CHARMER!!! Move right 
into this impeccable English 
Colonial with charm 
throughout...chestnut trim, oak 
floors, woodburning fireplace 
and a wonderful cedar deck 
which brings the professionally 
landscaped backyard right into 
your home! Eight rooms 
consisting of a formal Living 
Room, formal Dining Room, 
updated eat-in Kitchen, three 
Bedrooms and one and one-half 
Baths, Den, plus a partially 
finished Basement. Close to 
town, schools and NYC 
transportation.

 Contact the Westfield Office at
    908/232-5664

Westfield
$5,200
per month

EXECUTIVE RENTAL! Located in 
the heart of “The Gardens”, this 
beautifully maintained Tudor 
features eleven rooms, formal 
Living Room, formal Dining 
Room, large eat-in Kitchen, 
wonderful Family Room 
addition, Sun Porch, six 
Bedrooms, and a finished 
Basement Playroom. Lease 
includes lawn maintenance and 
snow removal. 
Available March 1, 2003

 Contact the Westfield Office at
    908/232-5664
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Theirs is a story of life lived in the place they’ve called home — the place where
they want to spend all the days to come. With help from Patient Care, they will.
Our business is understanding the world of the older person. Since 1975, our
compassionate staff has provided the in-home support services the elderly need 
to live as fully and independently as possible. 

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-in Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • patientcare.com •  120 Elm Street, Westfield
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Gov. McGreevey’s Town Hall
Meeting Goes into Overtime

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- Announcements,
press releases and invitations were sent
out by the Office of the Governor, invit-
ing all to attend a Union County Town
Hall Meeting on Wednesday evening
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Union County
College (UCC) in Cranford.

The formal session of the event ended
at 9:15 p.m. but Governor James
McGreevey, surrounded by residents,
was still answering individual ques-
tions until nearly 11 p.m.

The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood published
the announcement, then contacted UCC
and the Office of the Governor to get
details on the evenings agenda.

Ellen Melody, spokesperson for the
governor told The Leader and The
Times, “The Governor has no set agenda
for the meeting, other than to make an
opening presentation and to let those
who attend to ask questions directly of
the Governor. The people will set the
tone and the evenings agenda.”

“It’s the Governor’s show,” The
Leader and The Times was told. “Union
County College offers wonderful facili-
ties for this type of event,” said Georgia
Hartnett, the College’s Executive Di-
rector of Marketing and College Com-
munications who coordinated arrange-
ments. “We have great space and a great
staff to make things go smoothly.”

“It’s clear the Office of the Governor
knows this, since it is the second time
in six months that they’ve scheduled a
major appearance for him at UCC,”
according to Ms. Hartnett.

Neither UCC nor the Governor’s staff
was willing to predict an expected at-
tendance, considering it was sched-
uled for a weeknight and the forecast
was for continued frigid weather.

It was standing room only at the
student commons despite the bitter cold.
Dr. Thomas Brown, President of UCC
introduced Governor McGreevey, who
would serve as his own master of cer-
emonies for the evening.

The Union County Sheriff’s Honor
Guard presented the colors followed
by the pledge of allegiance. Governor
McGreevey presented a number of
proclamations honoring a variety of
Union County citizens, which included
the family of recently deceased
Garwood Mayor Michael Crincoli and
Teacher Linda Dobransky from Union
County Vocational and Technical
School in Scotch Plains.

The opening presentation consisted
of Governor McGreevey explaining in
detail, with the use of charts and graphs
the current budget situation in New
Jersey. The Governor called upon Presi-
dent Bush to form a partnership with
all State governments to stimulate the
economy, provide federal funds to the

state to increase jobs, especially for
middle class workers. “It’s a non parti-
san issue (federal aid to state govern-
ments),” he declared. The Governor
said he stood with all Governors across
America to urge the White House to
assist states with federal funds. After
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection Commissioner Brad
Cambell and Consumer Affairs Head
Susan Bass-Levin, who accompanied
the Governor to the Town Hall Meet-
ing, made remarks to the group the
public question and answer session
began.

Microphone in hand, Governor
McGreevey responded to a wide vari-
ety of questions on corporate taxation,
outsourcing of jobs, auto insurance re-
form, wildlife management, war in Iraq,
budget cuts and more.

A brief sampling of the Governor’s
responses are:

On Suburban Sprawl: “In New Jer-
sey we lose 50 acres of open space each
day to development.” Because of my
proposals to limit sprawl, “I’m not on
the developer’s love list.”

On Child Support Collection: “I want
the toughest laws in the nation for child
support collection legislation.”

On Cancer Patient Needs: In order to
hear directly from cancer patients: “I
intend to hold a series of Town Hall
Meetings for cancer patients.”

On Roe versus Wade: “I remain
strongly pro-choice, period.”

On Gay and Lesbian marriage: “I
support domestic partnerships.”

On Higher Education Consolidation:
“We need research and education across
disciplinary lines, with an integrated
educational system and a strong pri-
vate sector partnership.”

On Homeland Security: The lack of
any Federal funds for 1st responders.
“I understand the need and Governor
Ridge’s difficult position dealing with
the federal bureaucracy.”

On the State’s Upcoming Budget
Cuts: “I consider some of the decisions
(cutting funds to many state programs)
I had to make because of federal cuts to
our State as personally revolting.”

At the conclusion of the question
and answer session, the Governor ac-
knowledged the large number of elected
officials who attended, from State Leg-
islators and Union County Freeholders
to Mayors and Councilmen. “The meet-
ing is over,” the Governor announced,
“but I’ll be here to answer questions.”

With that, he was surrounded by
would-be questioners and remained for
an additional two hours.

“It is always an honor to have a
sitting State Governor visit Union
County College,” Dr. Brown told The
Leader and The Times “This is particu-
larly true in the case of Governor
McGreevey, who is a staunch supporter
of the mission of community colleges
to provide accessible and affordable
education for all the citizens of New
Jersey. His decision to hold his Union
County Town Hall meeting here is evi-
dence of that commitment.”

At the end of the evening, a smiling
Governor McGreevey quipped that he felt
this Town Hall Meeting in Union County
was one of, if not, the best he’s held.

Governor McGreevey told The
Leader and The Times on Monday, “I
am pleased that Senator Lautenberg’s
procedure went well and (he) looks
forward to seeing him back on his feet
in just a few days.”

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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TWIN EA. PC.
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KING SET
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Assemblywoman Stender Ignites
N.J. Legislature With Fire Bill

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — New Jersey State As-
semblywoman Linda Stender’s Fire Bill,
officially entitled The “Fire Service
Resource Emergency Deployment Act,”
or Assembly Bill 1775 and Senate Bill
1227 passed both the Assembly (69-2)
and the Senate (37-0) last week.

The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood traveled
to the Statehouse on Thursday when
the vote was taken in both houses.
The bill, according to Assembly-
woman Stender, had the strong sup-
port of the fire service. Governor
James McGreevey is expected to sign
the bill into law without objection.

The assemblywoman told The
Leader and The Times, “This bill will
provide an effective mechanism
whereby fire personnel and equip-
ment can be coordinated more effec-
tively in response to major disasters
or emergencies, whether on a local,
regional or statewide level.”

“The bill is in support of the needs
of the fire departments, and was writ-
ten to include the lessons learned
from the tragedy of September 11th,”
Assemblywoman Stender added.

Just the evening before the vote in
Trenton, Assemblywoman Stender
attended Governor McGreevey’s
Union County Town Hall Meeting at
Union County College. Rahway Fire
Captain Chet Kolesa, upon accept-
ing a Proclamation from the Gover-
nor, thanked Mrs. Stender for her
continuing support of the fire service
over the years.

Assemblywoman Stender, a former
Union County Freeholder, served as the

County Liaison to the fire departments.
“Assemblywoman Stender joins

with her fellow elected officials and
the people of New Jersey in wishing
Senator Lautenberg a speedy recovery
from his surgery. We need his voice in
the United States Senate, speaking out
for all the citizens of New Jersey.”

Assemblywoman Stender, a full time
legislator represents the 22nd NJ Legis-
lative District that includes: Clark Town-
ship, Dunellen Borough, Fanwood Bor-
ough, Green Brook Township, Linden
City, Middlesex Borough, North
Plainfield Borough, Plainfield City,
Rahway City, Scotch Plains Township,
and Winfield Township.

Tom Kean, Jr. Takes One
More Shot at ‘Pay to Play’

By LAUREN S. PASS and BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON -- On the morning of
Assemblyman Tom Kean, Jr.’s last day
in office in the New Jersey State As-
sembly a group of staffers, supporters
and family gathered in a conference
room directly across from the Senate
floor. Refreshments were on hand and
the atmosphere was upbeat.

The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, on hand at
the Statehouse, was told the plan for
the day for the Assemblyman, Senator-
Elect was to call for a vote on his
campaign finance reform “pay to play”
legislation in the Assembly, vote on
any pending legislation, submit his
written resignation to the speaker and
finally to bid farewell to his colleagues
and say a few words about his family.

Senator-elect Kean had prepared in
advance his written letter of resignation
and parting words of farewell to his
fellow colleagues in the Assembly, the
letter was dated for Thursday, effective
at 1:59 p.m. He had also alerted his wife
Rhonda accompanied by their daughter
Elizabeth to be on hand in the gallery.

Assemblyman Kean attempted to
have “pay to play” brought to a vote in
the Assembly, after Democratic As-
sembly Speaker Albio Sires decided to
move the bill back into committee.

Assembly minority leader Paul DiGaetano
began arguing points of order with the speaker,
stating that it was against the rules for the
speaker to put the bill back into committee
since it was on second reading.

Assemblyman Majority Leader Jo-
seph Roberts, Jr. and Assemblyman
Wilfredo Caraballo, the Parliamentar-
ian, along with others voiced their sup-
port for the speaker’s decision.

Assemblyman DiGaetano began
pulling out books and manuals, in an
attempt to bring the bill to a vote. When
that too did not happen, he asked that

the rules be thrown out.
Democrats moved to table the motion,

and the vote passed along party lines.
Assemblyman Kean rose to speak,

intending to recognize his wife and
daughter, and Speaker Sires told him
he was, “out of order.” Then, waving
his resignation letter in the air, Speaker
Sires told Assemblyman Kean he was
no longer a member of that body.

Senator-elect Kean and Assemblyman
Eric Munoz walked out of the chambers
and were immediately surrounded by
media. Just outside the Senate chambers
Senator-elect Kean explained his inten-
tions and said Assembly Speakers ac-
tions went “beyond the pale.”

Assemblyman Munoz The Leader
and The Times that the actions in the
assembly were a “disgrace for democ-
racy” and that he does not believe Gov-
ernor James McGreevey wants to do
what he says. “Thank got we have him
(Tom Kean, Jr.) to lead us,” he added.

The Leader and The Times was ini-
tially told the Speaker would be releas-
ing a formal apology to Senator Kean.
That later changed to a public verbal
apology and an offer to have Senator
Kean return to the Assembly to bid
farewell to his former colleagues.

Former Governor Tom Kean told The
Leader and The Times that he is very
proud “of what he (Tom, Jr.) has accom-
plished in such as short time. I find it
especially noteworthy that he was elected
unanimously at the GOP Special Conven-
tion to replace Senator (Richard) Bagger.”

Governor Kean stated that he did a lot
himself, but to “see a son do something,
that’s better.”

The Leader and The Times asked Gov-
ernor Kean how the 9/11 Commission
was progressing.

“The task is daunting,” he said, “We
still need to secure office space in Wash-
ington.” “We’ve received 500 resumes’
for 13 staff positions so far.”

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISCUSSING THE ISSUES...Congressman Mike Ferguson, left, talks with
John McGee, the head president and chief executive officer of Solaris Heath
System,  after a press conference regarding a proposed cap on the amount of
money patients can collect from doctors for pain and suffering.

No struggle weight-loss
and maintenance:
96% success rate

AMA-approved clinical hypnosis
allows you to control food choices, portions,

cravings, snacking. . . and your weight. . . for good.
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Csaszar of Mountainside
Named to Dean’s List

MOUNTAINSIDE – Kristin
Csaszar of Mountainside, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Csaszar
of Mountainside, the sister of Eric
Csaszar, and the granddaughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schott of Berke-
ley Heights, was named to the Dean’s
List for outstanding academic
achievement during the fall semes-
ter of the 2002-2003 academic year.

A graduate of Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights,
she earned a grade point average of
3.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale to achieve
this recognition.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, January 30, 2003 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

ing on the study said, “I’m not going to
mince words. That study was a sham.
I believe it was politically motivated. I
don’t put any stock in it at all.”

The Congressman explained the
information in the survey was out-
dated and obviously released at a
time to support Governor
McGreevey’s position against caps
rather than provide the public with
accurate data.

Congressman Ferguson voted in
September 2002 for legislation that
would safeguard patients’ access to
care by limiting the number of years
a plaintiff can file a healthcare liabil-
ity action; allowing patients to re-
cover economic damages, including
future medical expenses; and capping
non-economic damages at $250,000.
That bill passed the U.S. House last
year but was defeated in the Senate.

Congressman Ferguson told The
Leader and The Times he still favors a
national plan to cap medical liability
awards to “stop junk lawsuits in their
tracks.”

The topic is on the minds of many;
just the previous Thursday President
George W. Bush at the University of
Scranton held a press conference on
the same issue. Dr. Gregory
Przybylski, of Warren, was one of six
physicians nationwide asked to par-
ticipate in a roundtable discussion
about the medical professional li-
ability crisis facing many states.

Later in the day last Thursday, The
Leader and The Times took the opportu-
nity to ask one last question: Have you
and Maureen picked a name for the new
baby? “Actually we haven’t,” he said.

Upon hearing of Senator Lautenberg’s
injury and brain surgery, Congressman
Ferguson told The Leader and The Times,
“I send my prayers and best wishes for
a speedy recovery.”

res.pite 
(res pit) n.  1. A short period 
of rest or relief. 

Potomac Homes
Our homes are close to yours

Chester | Cresskill | Green Brook | Hillsdale | Mahwah | Montville 
Paramus | Park Ridge | Ramsey | W. Windsor | Woodcliff Lake

Do your care giving responsibilities for a
loved one with dementia or Alzheimer's

disease leave you feeling drained? 

Are you trying to juggle 

family or work life with 

caring for an elderly parent? 

Do you even recognize the 
person that you used to be?  

At Potomac Homes we have a clear
understanding what is involved in
caring for someone with dementia.
It can be draining.  Care givers can

greatly benefit from a short time
away from their loved one to
recharge and regain their perspective.  

We have rooms available for

one and two week stays to

enable our families to

enjoy a "short period 

of rest or relief" to 

maintain a balance

in their life.  

Take some time for yourself, nurture your own 
family and friendships, call us to arrange a 

respite stay to help you help others.

800-935-9898
Visit our website at www.potomacgrouphomes.com

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Healthcare Issues Are Personal
For Congressman Ferguson

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — Congressman Mike
Ferguson, R-N.J. held a press confer-
ence at the New Jersey Statehouse in
Trenton last Thursday morning ac-
companied by a group of New Jersey
medical professionals which included
physicians and representatives from
the NJ Council of Teaching Hospi-
tals, the New Jersey Dental Associa-
tion and Solaris Health System.

The Congressman’s press release
entitled: “Liability caps are key to
solving New Jersey doctors’ crisis:
Ferguson to back legislation to drive
down doctors’ insurance costs” could
not adequately capture the personal
interest and passion the former edu-
cator has had for family healthcare
issues ever since he was elected to
office representing the Seventh Con-
gressional district.

As reported in The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood issue of August 1, Con-
gressman Ferguson held a healthcare
meeting in Westfield with local se-
niors, focusing on Medicare and a
proposed comprehensive prescription
drug benefit. At that meeting the
Congressman revealed that his moti-
vation for that healthcare issue was
based upon political conviction as
well as his personal family experi-
ence. The Congressman’s mother,
Roberta, had been battling a rare
form of blood cancer at the time.

The impending doctor’s work stop-
page on Monday, February 3, the ef-
fects of skyrocketing medical liability
insurance premiums upon New Jersey
doctors and the fact that Congressman
Ferguson and his wife, Maureen, are
expecting their third child Saturday
February 8, five days after the work
stoppage makes the issue personal for
the Ferguson family and the
Congressman’s constituents.

Mrs. Ferguson’s doctor, Rhona
Magaril, who has an office in Spring-
field, formerly of Westfield, said in a
prepared statement, that new federal
legislation would ease physicians’ in-
surance costs by reining in out-of-con-
trol lawsuits and limiting jury awards
for non-economic damages. New Jer-
sey doctors like Dr. Magaril who par-
ticipate in the job action said they would
continue to perform emergency proce-
dures, including delivering babies.

Dr. Magril, a resident of
Mountainside told The Leader and
The Times “I’ve had many sleepless
nights over this issue, caring for pa-
tients is a part of who I am as a person.
As a doctor, a woman and a mother of
two daughters I am truly distressed by
the current situation and the affect it
may have upon my patients.”

“I don’t want to stop delivering
babies,” Dr. Magaril said. “The

thought that I might have to give it up
breaks my heart. I hope this crisis is
resolved soon so the physicians can
go back to doing what we do best,
caring for the patients in the State of
New Jersey. I am pleased to see
Congressman Ferguson stepping to
the forefront in support of physicians
as we find our way through this
present crisis in healthcare.”

Dr. Magaril said her insurance pre-
miums will increase 40 percent this
year, and to compensate she will be
forced to reduce her coverage.

Congressman Ferguson announced
at Thursday’s press conference that
he will co-sponsor legislation next
week that would cap non-economic
damages, saying those caps are key to
driving down doctors’ insurance costs.

“America’s doctors, nurses and medi-
cal researchers are the best in the world,
but our healthcare system is broken. In
New Jersey we face a perfect storm -- the
dramatic rise in lawsuits coupled with
skyrocketing liability insurance costs for
doctors and hospitals are jeopardizing
patient care. And if we don’t take correc-
tive action now, the situation will only
become more grave. After all, without
insurance, doctors can’t practice -- but
high insurance costs are forcing doctors
to abandon their practices.”

The Congressman also announced
that Congressman Jim Greenwood,
R-Pa., Chairman of a key Commerce
subcommittee, will hold a Congres-
sional field hearing on medial liabil-
ity reform in Ferguson’s Seventh
District later this winter.

Under New Jersey law, physicians
are required to maintain medical liabil-
ity insurance or must maintain a
$500,000 letter of credit. The New Jer-
sey Hospital Association reported that
hospital liability insurance increased
152 percent, from an average of
$373,428 in 1999 to $942.539 in 2002.

New Jersey ranks eighth in the top
10 states for the total amount of money
paid -- $191.5 million -- by insurers to
cover liability jury awards in 2000.

Medical liability premiums in New
Jersey are forcing some state doctors to
scale back their practices, including
dropping some riskier procedures like
obstetrics.

Although several states, including
New Jersey, are reviewing state laws,
Congressman Ferguson stated that
federal legislation is needed to en-
sure national uniformity and prevent
doctors from fleeing to states with
lower liability insurance premiums.

The New Jersey State Department of
Banking and Insurance released this
week a report of a study of 17,533 New
Jeresey doctors and nurses that seem to
take issue with the Congressman’s and
doctor’s claims of skyrocketing insur-
ance premiums.

Congressman Ferguson comment-

Home Equity Line

.75%
APR*

2

*APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Lines and Loans have a maximum Loan to Value of 75%. Secured by a
New Jersey owner-occupied home only. The lowest rate to be charged is 3.75%. The highest rate to be
charged is 16%. A $350.00 fee may apply if your loan is canceled within the first two years. Property
insurance is required. This offer may be withdrawn without further notice. Equity Line of Credit based 
on the most recent Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal (currently 3.75%). 5 year draw 
period, 15 year repayment period. Minimum advance amount is $100.00. Rates are variable and may

change monthly. For each $1,000 at 2.75% APR your 
payment is $6.79. At 3.75% APR your payment is $7.27. New
customers only.

Loan Department - Elm Street Office
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908)518-0088 • Fax: (908)518-0794

www.townbank.com

Borrow up to
$275,000

• No Points!

• No Application Fee!

• No Appraisal Fee!

• No Closing Costs!

.75%
APR*

3
.50% less than Prime Rate for the life of the loan,
currently 3.75%. Minimum rate to be charged is:

Then

1

Fixed for the first six months.

                     Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader/Times
SPEAKING OUT... Jerome Molitar, a radiologist from Elizabeth, spoke about
the incredible liability he assumes for reading mamograms at a press conference
with Congressman Mike Ferguson, back, last week.

Potomac Homes employee wins 
Front-line Caregiver's Recognition 

Award for Excellence in Long Term Care 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, October 30, 2002

Contact: Andrea Stone, Marketing 800 935 9898

Ramsey: Potomac Homes' own Annie Smith was honored today at
a special luncheon hosted by NeighborCare Pharmacy with the
Front-line Caregiver's Recognition Award for Excellence in Long
Term Care. 

This award recognizes the most outstanding certified nursing 
assistants who demonstrate outstanding professionalism in 
leadership, compassion and patience; advocates quality care and res-
ident rights, and dedicates themselves to their facility and to the field
of Geriatrics. The Administrator nominated candidates and 
selections are reviewed by a committee of professionals.

"Annie is a remarkably gifted person whose compassion for her
work and her residents is constant and unwavering. Annie can often
be heard tirelessly encouraging the residents using validation 
therapy to complete even simple tasks that become increasingly 
challenging for those caught in the web of dementia. People say that
Annie has a way with people, even an intuition honed by years of 
loving and caring for the elderly" notes her Administrator Tamara
Singer.  "People say that she is gifted, but to our residents and their
families, Annie is the gift."

President of Potomac Homes Ben Pearce agrees, "Sometimes as our
residents peer through the fog of dementia it seems that they are all
just tiny drops of water in a cloud of anxiety and despair, but you
know, sometimes when a ray of sunshine hits those drops just right,
they sparkle...they do sparkle!"  "Annie has brought the sparkle to
the eyes of our residents."

Families prefer Potomac Homes because of their intimate 
environment.  "There is a sense of familiarity with the staff here,"
claims Alan Maxfield whose wife Margie has been a resident of
Potomac in Paramus for almost three years.  "There is very little
employee turnover here because the staff enjoy the family-style work
environment.  Long-term employees learn to recognize subtle
changes in residents' condition, so that the staff gain an intimate
knowledge of their residents' personal habits and characteristics,
much the same as a mother would recognize a subtle change in their
child.  This enables them to spot problems quickly as they arise."  
"I think this is the best environment for Margie, and I don't have to
worry about her care, Potomac's employees are the cream of the
crop," concludes Mr. Maxfield.  Annie has worked for Potomac
Homes for five years.

For more than a decade, Potomac Homes has made it possible 

for those with Alzheimer's disease or dementia-related illness to

enjoy the benefits of full-time, professional care in a comfortable 

residential setting.  The Potomac Home concept is expanding 

into Morris, Mercer, Somerset, and Monmouth counties in 

the near future.  For more information or to schedule a 

private tour contact Andrea Stone at (800) 935-9898.

res.pite 
(res pit) n.  1. A short period 
of rest or relief. 

DCA Awards $15,000
In Recreation Grants
For County Programs
TRENTON — The Department of

Community Affairs (DCA) today an-
nounced the distribution of two rec-
reation grants to support programs in
Union County.

The grants total $15,000 and are
part of a statewide initiative to sup-
port county and municipal recreation
programs that offer a variety of so-
cial, educational and physical activi-
ties to children, adults and those with
disabilities.

Union County will use the funds to
begin a new program that focuses on
nature, arts and crafts, and physical
fitness for individuals with disabilities.

The City of Plainfield will also
begin a new program that offers wa-
ter exercise, weight training and other
physical fitness activities to seniors
with disabilities.

Across the state, 85 grants totaling
more than $800,000 will support 18
new programs, 14 expanding pro-
grams, 46 continuing programs and
seven existing programs. These pro-
grams range from physical fitness to
education, arts and crafts, cooking
and socials.

The grants are part of the DCA’s
Recreational Opportunities with Dis-
abilities Program, which is designed
to assist community recreation de-
partments with development, admin-
istration and management of recre-
ational programs targeting persons
with special needs.

Westfield UNICO Seeks
Literary Award Applicants

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Chap-
ter of UNICO National is seeking appli-
cants for the Ella T. Grasso Literary
Award, which recognizes the writing of
essays and short stories on the Italian-
American experience.

The award is named in honor of a
former governor of Connecticut. The
daughter of Italian immigrants, she was
educated at Mount Holyoke College,
where she was a Phi Beta Kappa. She
also was elected to two terms in the
United States Congress.

Any United States citizen over age 18
is eligible to submit entries, which may
include personal recollections, thoughts
on being an Italian-American or appre-
ciation of one’s own Italian heritage.

Three prizes will be awarded, which
are as follows: First prize, $1,500; sec-
ond prize, $750, and third prize, $500.
Winners will be notified by Sunday,
June 15.

All entries must be original, unpub-

lished essays or short stories of not less
than 1,500 nor more than 2,000 words.

Entries will be judged on the basis of
creativity, originality, literary merit and
suitability for publication. The topic
must relate to the Italian-American ex-
perience.

All entries must be submitted in
double-spaced, typewritten form in du-
plicate, on 8½-inch by 11-inch paper.
Each entry must include the author’s
name, address and telephone number,
plus a signed statement that the eligibil-
ity requirements have been met.

Written entries become the property
of UNICO National for purposes of
publication in the UNICO magazine or
any supplement. Authors retain the right
for publication elsewhere.

All entries must be postmarked no
later than Saturday, March 1. They
should be mailed to: Westfield UNICO,
P.O. Box 11, Westfield 07090.

Dara Weinberg Named
To Emerson Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Dara Weinberg, a
2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, has earned Dean’s List hon-
ors for the fall 2002 semester at
Emerson College in Boston, Mass.

Dara is a junior majoring in the-
ater and film costume design. She is
the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Jay
Weinberg.

THE CENTER FOR WOMEN
AND FAMILIES

PRESENTS AN EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

Speaker:

When:

Where:

Stewart A. Ritter
Senior VP for Prudential Financial

Tuesday, February 11 at 7:30 PM.

The Center for Women and Families
1801 E. Second Street, Scotch Plains

For Information and Tickets Please Contact:
The Center for Women and Families at 908-322-6007

“THE BIGGEST MISTAKES
WOMEN INVESTORS MAKE AND HOW

TO AVOID THEM” ���������		
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Westfield Schools Superintendent
Responds to Sports Editorial

Your editorial of January 23 regarding
girl’s sports and Title IX requirements
seems to imply that there really isn’t a
problem. Statistics can be confusing, espe-
cially when they are pulled out of context
with no reference to the report that was
developed over several months last year.
Anyone interested in reading the full report
of the Equity in Athletics Committee is
welcome to contact my office for a copy.

In 2000-2001 when data for the report
was gathered, we spent $292,476 on boys
sports and $174,461 for girls teams. We
had 37 coaches for boys’ teams and 26 for
girls’ teams. The report does not argue that
these numbers must be the same either as a
total or even on a per student basis. Football
is an expensive sport, which requires more
coaches and equipment. More boys partici-
pate in athletics than girls. What is striking
is that we pay the full cost for boys’ lacrosse
while girls pay $350 per athlete. This year
several girls were cut from the varsity field
hockey team who wanted to play. If we just
funded girl’s lacrosse and provided an
additional coach for field hockey, the ex-
penditures on girl’s sports would increase
by about $37,000 reducing the difference to
$81,000 or the cost of football. In short,
there are meaningful differences between
how we fund girls and boys sports. We can
solve the problem not by cutting boys
sports but increasing funding for girls.

Your editorial further implies that the
differences might be the result of a larger
number of boys attending the high school.
There are currently 753 boys at the high
school and 739 girls. This statistic is kept
every year and submitted to the State as part
of our Fall Report on enrollment. The
archival data that your office requested on
Tuesday was provided on Wednesday. It
was not immediately available, but was
provided within 24 hours.

Finally, your editorial implies there is

some anti-sport hidden agenda. At the
Board of Education meeting on January
14, I proposed the addition of four addi-
tional coaches at the high school for a total
of  $25,342. This would help close the
opportunity gap between girl and boy ath-
letes and provide better supervision where
large numbers of students are participating
in activities like field hockey, cross country
and winter track. This fall, for example, 42
girls participated in cross-country with
only one coach.

Since it is apparent that both the board
and The Leader want more support for
athletics, I hope you will take time to study
the Equity in Athletics Report and ulti-
mately support the school budget.

Dr. William J. Foley, Superintendent
of Schools, Westfield

Westfield School Boosters Ask For
B.O.E. Commitment to Athletics

This letter was sent to the Westfield
Board of Education; Dr. William J. Foley,
Superintendent; Dr. Robert Berman, Dr.
Robert Petix, Principal of WHS; Mr. Ed
Tranchina, Athletic Director.

*****

The Westfield School Boosters Asso-
ciation, an organization of Westfield resi-
dents who for almost 60 years have sup-
ported Westfield High School athletic teams
and athletes with donations of equipment
and scholarships, acknowledges that the
Westfield Public School system has a repu-
tation as one of the finest school systems
in New Jersey. This reputation is built
upon its history of academic and athletic
excellence.

The Boosters believe that athletics are an
essential part of an excellent school sys-
tem. Students participating in athletics learn
lifelong lessons about the value of commit-
ment, teamwork, dedication, discipline and
the satisfaction of achieving goals. These
lessons, similar to lessons learned in the
classroom, provide lifelong benefits to the
student-athletes. These athletic values have
been woven into the Westfield classroom
and curriculum as students are placed on
teams. Classes are team-taught and a group
of students complete the lessons — not as
individuals.

The actions of the Westfield Board of
Education over the past few years have
raised concern within the Booster organi-
zation about the commitment of the board
to maintaining a first class athletic pro-
gram. Examples of recent board actions
that have raised concern are listed below.

The board presented a separate ballot
question last year for the addition of train-
ing and locker room facilities at Kehler
Stadium. Still, these facilities, as well as the
improvements within the high school gym-
nasium, are not yet completed.

The board has again eliminated the eighth

grade sports program.
Westfield has the fewest number of

assistant coaches of schools within the
Watchung Conference. This reduces the
opportunity for our athletes and teams to
reach their full potential. Still, Westfield
athletes and teams are fortunate to have
some of these gaps in the coaching staffs
filled by volunteer coaches.

The board and school system poorly
maintains our athletic fields and gymnasi-
ums. This shows a lack of commitment to
providing and maintaining first-class fa-
cilities for our athletes and teams.

The board is considering charging town
sports organizations to use school fields.
This fee would be an additional tax to the
families whose children participate in youth
sports. It reflects the fact that the board
cannot provide and maintain its facilities,
despite the size of the budget.

In its ninth season as a varsity sport, the
Westfield Ice Hockey program remains
100 percent self-funded. In its seventh
season as a varsity sport, the Westfield
Girls Lacrosse program remains 100 per-
cent self-funded.

In preparing the past two school bud-
gets, consideration has been given by the
board to place some or all of the athletic
programs of the Westfield Public School
System within a separate budget question.

These actions have the Boosters con-
cerned about the commitment of the Board
of Education to having a first class athletic
program for our student athletes. The Boost-
ers expect that the budgets for 2003 – 2004,
as well as future ones, should reflect the
commitment of the Westfield BOE to pro-
viding a first class athletic program for all
student athletes.

The Westfield Boosters at a meeting on
January 9 approved this letter.

The Westfield School Boosters
Association

Tom Madaras, President

Is It Just a Pinewood Derby?
Or a Memory to Cherish For Life?
Youth activities involving parents and volun-

teers are so valuable for the education and nurtur-
ing of our children. It seems to us that it helps
make the whole person, and one that becomes a
good citizen later on in life. There is convincing
evidence of this from conversations that occurred
at the Pinewood Derby last Saturday, held at
Wilson Elementary School in Westfield.

We asked several of the parents who were
running the event how long the Pinewood Derby
has been in existance – and where was it started.
They were puzzled to answer specifically, but
the response of the volunteers and parents help-
ing the kids was always the same – “I don’t
know, but I can remember when Dad and I made
mine, and how hard I worked to shape the
wood.”

These people may be Westfielders now, but
one said he did it as a youth in Linden, while
another enjoyed the activity as a boy in Sparta.
Still others grew up in Westfield. They all carried
their good citizenship traits and fond memories
with them. Congratulations to Frank and Gisele
Mascarich for running this affair.

The Pinewood Derby is an event for Cub
Scouts, most of whom are seven years old.
And yet, more than 40 million dads and sons
today have such clear memories of this child-
hood experience. Millions of mothers and
volunteers have also been involved. Donald
Murphy created the Pinewood Derby for Cub
Scouts in Manhattan, Calif. on May 15, 1953.
It was published in Boys Life in October
1954,  and the  program quickly spread
throughout the land.

There were over 80 cars at the Pinewood Derby
in Westfield on Saturday. So, a couple of hundred
children and adults must have been involved.
Cub Scouts raced little wooden cars of various
shapes and colors on plastic wheels down a five-

foot-high by 32-foot-long plywood track. Each
Cub Scout and dad started with a small block of
wood, four nails, four axles and four plastic
wheels. They shaped and painted the kits into cars
and raced them down the track.

It turned out that on the same Saturday, the
Boy Scouts of the region held their Klondike
Derby. Volunteer George Gross of Westfield
explained what this was about. Generally, boys
from the communities of Berkeley Heights,
Fanwood, Garwood, Gillette, Meyersville,
Millington, Mountainside, Murray Hill, New
Providence, North Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Stirling, Summit, Watchung and Westfield all
compete in this winter skills event.

Each team uses a dog-type sled that is pulled
instead with scout power. The scouts journeyed
through the Watchung Reservation woods and
were tested on their use of a map and compass to
navigate their way to their destination. During the
event, they were timed and tested on their knowl-
edge, teamwork and problem-solving skills.

Mr. Gross remembered the Pinewood Derby
but said that he focused more on the Rocket
Derby as a boy. Back then, it was an event
utilizing a rubber band with a propeller to drive
a craft along a fishing line. There still is a Rocket
Derby today, but it involves actual rockets. The
previous Rocket Derby is now called the Space
Derby. We discovered that there is also the
Raingutter Regatta, where miniature sailboats
navigate “seas” created with 10-foot lengths of
rain gutter filled with water.

Our hats off to the Boys Scouts! In our view,
these are wonderful events for children and for
parents that help shape happy and productive
individuals – all with vivid memories of the fun. So
much better, we think, than the violence of video
games and the mind waste of the “boob tube.” We
mean no reference, of course, to The Bachelor.

Resident Hopes That Intermediate
School Opera Elective Will Continue
I have just returned from an incredible

evening! This evening I watched eighth
grade students transform themselves into
a professional opera company. For the past
semester the students in the experimental
opera studies elective at Edison Intermedi-
ate School have been changing. Under the
fine guidance of Sharon Reynolds and Lyn
Aleksandrowicz, these once disconnected
individuals have become an integrated team.
And what this team has wrought! The final
production was impressive in every way:
the writing, the music, the costumes, the
make-up, and the actors combined to make
true stage magic. The class members that
mixed that magic – the production and
stage managers, the carpenters, the electri-
cians, the set designers, the historians, and
the public relations staff- worked together
to create a marvelous performance. These

tasks were carried out exclusively by stu-
dents.

How wonderful that Westfield has two
such energetic teachers willing to research,
find funding, and develop curriculum for
our students. What a feather in Westfield’s
cap to feature a course in which the curricu-
lum intergrates all aspects of the fine arts
teaches creativity through team work. This
is truly the way to begin the new century.
We are extremely pleased and proud to be
educating our children in a school district
that supports and encourages enriching
and maturing classroom experiences. Af-
ter this successful beginning, we hope that
the opera studies program will become a
permanent feature of the Westfield inter-
mediate school curriculum.

Lisa Quakenbush
Westfield

Former Resident
Feels Scotch Plains
Is Neighborly Place

Several years back, Scotch Plains had
celebrated the 300th anniversary of its
settlement, and a musical comedy was
performed which heralded this event which
was both fun and cleverly written.

I played one of the Mayors who op-
posed the other — reading the history of
Lenni-Lenapes, who main stayed the area
(also Watchung), made me appreciate the
town all the more.

I live in Summit now, and it isn’t a
“mind-set,” as I think all these hamlets have
their struggles and valiantly carry on to
survive while maintaining the neighborly
exchange of good will and cordiality —
Scotch Plains, by its very nature, should be
thought of as the neighborly place; extend-
ing a hand to an ever-busy populace.

Joe Caruso
Summit

Campaign Release

Ellen Steinberg to Campaign
 For 21st District Assembly Seat

AREA — Ellen Steinberg, 2001 Demo-
cratic State Senate candidate in District 21
who drew 42 percent of the vote against
former State Senator Richard Bagger, has
announced her intention to run
in the 2003 District 21 Assem-
bly race.

“In 2001, I originally planned
to run for the Assembly,” said
Steinberg, “but there were al-
ready two excellent candidates in
place when the new district was
confirmed.   Active area Demo-
crats encouraged me to run for the
State Senate.  In 2003, it is my
belief that I can best effect state
policy at the assembly level.”

Ms. Steinberg, who has al-
ready raised over $30,000 for
her race, is a University of Michigan gradu-
ate. She began her career in marketing and
advertising at J. Walter Thompson and
Saatchi and then opened her own agency.
Ten years later, while running her com-
pany full-time, she started Seton Hall Law
School at night.  She received her Juris

Doctor in 1996 and became licensed to
practice law in both New Jersey and New
York.  She was Deputy County Counsel
and now has her own legal practice.  Ellen

serves on the executive boards
of the Union County Women’s
Political Caucus, the Madison
Museum, and the advisory com-
mittee to the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council.  She is
an officer of the WPC-Demo-
cratic Task Force, the munici-
pal chair in Chatham, and a
member of the American Trial
Lawyers Association and the
League of Women Voters.

Ms. Steinberg grew up in
Hillside.  Her law offices are
located in Union where she is

an active member in the local Chamber of
Commerce.  Her commitment to the politi-
cal process began when she worked on Bill
Bradley’s 2000 presidential run and trav-
eled to Iowa and Washington State to assist
with his campaign.  Ms. Steinberg cur-
rently resides in Chatham Township.

Ellen Steinberg

Optimist Club Strongly Opposes
Changing WHS Graduation Time

This letter was published last week in the
WHS Hi’s Eye newspaper.

*****

As President of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, I am writing to express strong
opposition to the proposal to change the
scheduled time of the 2003 graduation
from 6 p.m. to 10 a.m.

The (Hi’s Eye) article states that this sug-
gested change is due to the chance of inclem-
ent weather, specifically a thunder and light-
ning storm. The impact of rainy weather does
cause inconvenience to many families and
confusion as to the graduation venue.

Utilizing the armory as the site of gradu-
ation does indeed cause the number of invitees
to be limited, and the possibility of last minute
changes are of course, disconcerting to all.
Changing the time of day does not guarantee
an outdoor graduation ceremony.

The Optimist Club and its members have
been the driving force behind Project Gradu-
ation for 13 years. It is critically important to
realize that this project, BASH, was instituted
to provide a safe, alcohol and drug free
celebration for our graduates on graduation
night. Since 1990, the Town of Westfield, the
Optimist Club, the Recreation Commission,
the PTSO and parents of graduates, have

made a dedicated and concerted effort to give
each class an opportunity to celebrate with
each other in a group setting that provides
many fun-filled activities.

If this plan is realized, graduation would
take place at 10 a.m., and the departure time
of the first bus to the BASH site is not until
9:30 p.m. To postpone the celebration for
so long after the ceremony could under-
mine the entire event.

Our objective of avoiding a tragedy after
graduation has been met every year since
1990. There has never been an incident at
BASH of improper behavior due to drug
or alcohol use. I have spent many “all
nighters” at BASH, and have never per-
sonally witnessed even an argument among
the graduates.

Attendance at BASH has always been
over 90 percent and most importantly, we
have achieved our objective of providing
an environment in which none of these
young people have been killed or maimed
in an accident due to substance abuse.

I urge the Board of Education to main-
tain the 6 p.m. graduation to ensure the
continued success of BASH and the safety
of our children.

Jay Boyle, President
Optimist Club of Westfield

Stop Sign Called For
At Quimby and Elm
This letter was sent to the Westfield

Police Department and copied to The
Westfield Leader.

*****

I live at 66 Elm Street. I think there needs
to be a stop sign installed at the corner of
Quimby and Elm streets in front of the
Town Bank of Westfield. On multiple
occasions I have almost been hit by drivers
who fail to stop or even yield as I am in the
cross walk. It’s just a matter of time before
someone gets seriously hurt at this location
and amazingly there is no stop sign there.
I would appreciate if someone could ad-
dress this issue.

Richard Steinberg
Westfield

SP-F DECA Chapter
Will Raise Money For

Cancer Awareness
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains

Fanwood High School’s DECA chapter is
seeking donations of old print cartridges
and cell phones as part of its Statewide
Civic Consciousness project. The chapter
must raise at least $400 to qualify for the
national competition in Orlando, Fla. in
April. DECA ships the cartridges and
phones to a company called Funding Fac-
tory, which reimburses organizations like
DECA for their donations. Boxes for the
cell phones and print cartridges will be set
up around Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield, including the municipal build-
ings in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

All proceeds from this project will be
donated to SMAC (Student Movement
Against Cancer), a non-profit organization
that raises money for cancer research. SMAC
was founded by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students two years ago when
a DECA member and student was diag-
nosed with cancer. By sponsoring this club
and project, DECA hopes to raise a greater
awareness of cancer. Any donations would
be greatly appreciated. Call (908)-889-8600
with questions and to help.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
Email: press@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Venatic – Fond of or living hunting
2. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
3. Juramentado – A Filipino Moslem

who takes an oath before a priest that he will
die killing Christians

4. Deliquate – To melt or be dissolved

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DEPASCENT
1. Impoverished; poor
2. Feeding
3. Lacking adequate mental power
4. Apathetic; disinterested

LAGARTO
1. A type of inexpensive cigar
2. In music, slow and gentle
3. A rabbit or hare
4. Spanish for alligator

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

PRATTI
1. Established practice or custom
2. Cymbals
3. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
4. Idle babble or chat

Youth Thankful For
Ice Skating in

Mindowaskin Park
I wish to take this opportunity to thank

Mayor McDermott and the Westfield Po-
lice Department for granting my friends
and I the opportunity to skate on
Mindowaskin Pond. I am a 12-year-old
hockey player, who attends Roosevelt In-
termediate School. Nothing is more excit-
ing than skating with a bunch of kids after
a hard day of school.

My dad, friends, and I spent a recent
weekend looking for a fun place where we
could skate. Luckily, we found one right in
our own backyard. Thank you again for
being so generous.

Greg Morrissey
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

SP Junior Woman’s
Club to Host Annual
Charity Magic Show

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club (SPJWC)
will hold their first annual charity magic
show on Tuesday, February 18, at 2:30
p.m. at The Highlands, 1350 Inman
Avenue in Edison. The public is invited
to attend.

Tickets are $3 per person (ages 3 and
up) and can be obtained by mailing a
check made out to SPJWC. Include a
self-addressed stamped envelope. Mail
to SPJWC, P.O. Box 284 Scotch Plains
NJ, 07076.

A limited number of tickets will be
available at the door. Complimentary
refreshments will be served.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to serving the community. All pro-
ceeds will be donated to local charities.

For more information, pleas call (908)
654-4928.

County Surrogate
 Offers Evening Hours

COUNTY — Union County Surro-
gate James LaCorte has announced his
schedule for evening office hours in 2003.
Surrogate LeCorte will be available, by
appointment only, to meet with residents
who have matters pending before the
Surrogate’s Court. Appointments must
be made at least 48 hours in advance. The
evening office hours are as follows:

Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, the first Monday of the
month.

Rahway Recreation Center, 275
Milton Avenue, the second Tuesday.

Union Township Municipal Build-
ing, 1976 Morris Avenue, the third
Wednesday.

Summit City Hall, 512 Springfield
Avenue, the fourth Thursday.

For more information, please call the
Surrogate’s Court at (908) 527-4280.
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‘I Remember When’ Slated
As Historical Society Topic

WESTFIELD – “I Remember When”
will be the theme of a 1978 oral history
tape at the First Wednesday Luncheon
of the Westfield Historical Society at
noon on Wednesday, February 5, at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Westfield during World War I, a 1920
anniversary pageant, dancing school,
downtown Westfield during the 20’s
and 30’s and much more will be dis-
cussed by the late Jessie Plant Brown in
a taped 1978 oral history interview by
Rosamond Smith.

Mrs. Brown was a trustee of the Soci-
ety, as well as a member and leader of
many other organizations in Westfield.
It was her idea to form the Oral History
Group of the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety. She and former Town Historian Ralph
Jones and others that included
Rosamond Smith and William Gordon
compiled nearly 100 taped interviews
with local residents who had lived in
Westfield for 50 or more years. A copy of

each interview was then turned over to
the archives of the Society and to the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Bob Miller, program chairman for
the Society, said he intends to bring
these tapes out for presentation from
time to time.

“There is so much of Westfield’s his-
tory here,” Mr. Miller said. “They in-
clude former mayors, doctors, a newspa-
per publisher, and many others that in-
clude the thoughts and remembrances
of many citizens of Westfield. Some
remembrances are funny and include
pranks and hijinks they or their friends
were involved in as children. They tell of
the good things and the bad, as well as
some of the unusual events that affected
them during their lifetime in Westfield.”

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a telephone by a
committee person of the Society to verify
their reservation. Space permitting, oth-
ers may attend by calling (908) 233-
2930 by noon, Monday, February 3.

Ballan Consulting
• House Calls/Training
• Maintenance/Assistance
• Friendly Advice
Caring  for Computers & Users

Call for Free Consultation: 908-654-3505
E mail: yballan@cougar.kean.edu

Home Equity Credit Line at UnitedTrust

college loans teaching you lessons in math?
your fixer-upper needs fixing up?
car turning from old reliable to just plain old?

— we can relate

We can relateSM www.unitedtrust.com
1.800.223.1123 

* Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is effective for 
6 months from date of closing. The ongoing variable rate is Prime 
+ 0%, currently 4.75%, and is indexed to the Prime as published in
The Wall Street Journal on the first day of each month. Maximum
rate is 18%. Applies to 1-4 family homes, no co-ops, excludes 
refinancing of existing UnitedTrust Home Equity Loans and Credit
Lines and may be withdrawn at any time. APR requires automatic
payment deduction from a UnitedTrust checking or savings
account. UnitedTrust is a registered service mark of United
National Bancorp. Equal Opportunity Lender. Member FDIC.

6 MONTH
INTRODUCTORY RATE

$20,000 MINIMUM/$350,000 MAXIMUM

Savings 

Checking

Mortgage Loans

IRAs/CDs

Business Banking

Online Banking

Trust and Investment
Services

Commercial Loans

Scouts Brave Cold Temps
For 46th Klondike Derby

SCOUTS SHOW THEIR SKILLS…Participants in the Boy Scout Patriot District’s
46th Klondike Derby gather last Saturday in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside for the annual “sled race” and scout-skill competition. Twenty scout
teams from area towns, along with some 100 adult volunteers and scout families,
braved the frigid weather to attend the event.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Last Saturday,
the Boy Scout Patriot District’s 46th
Klondike Derby “sled race” and scout-
skill contest was held in the Watchung
Reservation in Mountainside, despite be-
low-freezing weather but little or no snow
on the ground.

Although the weather, illness and school
examinations kept the turnout to just 20
teams this year, the frozen ground permit-
ted the use of equipment-loaded, tradi-
tional scout-pulled sleds, rather than the
backpacks used last year.

Starting in timed waves, the scouts pulled
their sleds between the various Klondike
“towns,” where they were graded by adult
volunteers on their performance of skills
such as knots and lashings, first aid, fire
building, cooking, use of a compass and
measuring.

After their final equipment checks at the
finish line, each team’s elapsed time was
combined with its skill ratings for a final score
to determine the winners in the Senior-Scout
and Scout groups.

In the six-team senior group, the Blue
Patrol of Troop No. 17 in North Plainfield

won first place (up from first in the younger
Scout group a year ago). The Polar Bears
of Stirling’s Troop No. 59 came in second
(up from third in the Scout group a year
ago), followed closely by the Rabid Squir-
rels of Westfield’s Troop No. 72.

Among the Scout teams, the Flaming
Arrows of Troop No. 32 in Watchung
won first place (up from second a year
ago), while the Pyros of Troop No. 72
captured second. There was a tie for third
between the Cobras of Troop No. 104 at
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains and the Jaguars of Troop
No. 77 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield.

As a trophy, the winning teams in each
group were presented with a miniature
gold, silver or bronze Klondike sled made
by Gregory Ryan of Westfield, and each
team received a participation ribbon.

Derby Governor Bruce Mellen of
Westfield also was given a miniature sled
in appreciation of his efforts. Approxi-
mately 100 adult volunteers, together with
many scout families, joined together to
make the event a success.

WF GOP Committee Chooses
Jon Bramnick for Assembly

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Wednesday night the Westfield
Republican Committee chose their
Chairman, Jon Bramnick as
Westfield’s candidate for the 21st
District Assembly Seat, over Mayor
Gregory McDermott.

Mayor McDermott has agreed not
to accept a nomination from the floor
at the convention to be held on Satur-
day, February 15. The candidate cho-
sen that day will take the place of Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield, who was unani-
mously selected to replace Senator
Richard Bagger who resigned.

On Monday, February 3, the chair
people from each of the municipali-
ties in Union County will meet to
interview the candidates.

The other candidates in the run-
ning from Union County are P. Kelly
Hatfield of Summit, Berkeley Heights
Mayor David Cohen, former Cranford
Mayor Phil Morin, and former Free-

holder Henry Kurz.
The candidate from Essex County

is Millburn Mayor Tom Mcdermott,
for Somerset County the candidate is
Chairman of the Warren Planning
Board Dan Gallic and last Saturday,
former Assemblyman Jim Barry won
a mini-convention of Morris County
Republican Committee members by
a one-vote margin over Madison
Councilwoman Mary-Anna Holden.

On Saturday, February 15 Republi-
cans from the district will gather at
the Westwood in Garwood to choose
the candidate.

The number of votes each mu-
nicipality is permitted is based on
population. Of the 373 members
that can vote in the district, Union
County carries two-thirds of the
voting majority, with Westfield as
the largest municipality. Morris
County holds 16 percent of the vote
while Somerset has 9 percent and
Essex has 8 percent.

Library Friends to Present
Talk by Detective On Arson
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

February 8, the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library will sponsor a
discussion on “Investigating
Arson…A Serious Crime” at 10 a.m. at
the library.

Detective Chris Gulbin of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office will be the
featured speaker. He will discuss the
prevalence and investigation of arson
crimes. Time for questions and an-
swers will be included.

“Arson is a growing concern for
just about everyone these days, and
with the wonderful technology that
is now available to investigate these
crimes, we felt it would be an interest-
ing topic for one of our programs,”
explained Friends President Ted
Czarnomski.

The program will be offered free of
charge and is open to all area residents.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Anyone in-

terested in joining the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library may pick
up an application at the library or call
Mr. Czarnomski at (908) 232-5524.

RACING FUN...On Saturday, January 25, the annual Pinewood Derby for
Westfield Cub Scouts was held at Wilson Elementary School.  Over 80 Cub Scouts
enjoyed the day by racing their wooden cars (See editorial on Page 4).

Singles Group Reveals
Meetings For February

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are in-
vited to gather at the First Baptist
Church in Westfield on Sundays at 9
a.m.

Held in the lower level meeting room,
meetings include coffee, cake and
lively discussions on single living. The
group will meet next month on Febru-
ary 2, 9, 16 and 23. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome.

Other group activities include win-
ter movie nights, summer picnics and
holiday get-togethers. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

TRANSPORTATION…The Senior Transportation program in Westfield is now
in operation by the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross.
Seniors needing transportation around town can call (908) 232–7709 to schedule
a ride,  Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pictured from left, are: John
Brunetto, Sr., Coordinator; Dan Kelly, Chapter Chairman; Linda Maggio, Exec.
Dir. of The United Way of Westfield; Bernadette Barnes, Driver; Gregory S. Mc
Dermott, Mayor of Westfield; Dennis Kinsella, Exec. Dir. of the WF/MS American
Red Cross, and Jim Gildea, Westfield Town Administrator.
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JEWELERS  SINCE  1906

226 North Avenue, West  •  Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 233-8811
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$99.

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET
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MR. AND MRS. KENNETH J. MUNRO, 3RD
(She is the former Miss Susan Ellen Daley)

Ms. Amy J. Clayman and Erik J. Belanoff

Miss Susan Ellen Daley
Weds Kenneth J. Munro, 3rd

Ms. Amy Jill Clayman
To Marry Erik J. Belanoff

Miss Susan Ellen Daley of Denver,
Colo., the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James J. Daley of Westfield, was mar-
ried on Saturday, September 7, to
Kenneth J. Munro, 3rd, also of Den-
ver. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth J. Munro, Jr. of Madison,
Conn.

The afternoon nuptials took place
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, with the Rever-
end Lawrence Fama and the Rever-
end John Pelletier officiating. A re-
ception followed at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Miss Jodi Gross of New York City
was the maid of honor. The bridal
attendants included Miss Libby
Alexander and Miss Sheri Anacker,
both of New York City; Miss Danielle
Cameron of Murray Hill; Mrs. Ann
Loftus of Florham Park, Mrs. Mel-
issa Vallila of Moorestown and Miss
Vanessa Wapinski of Laurel, Md.

Stuart and Scott Munro of Madi-

son, Conn., the brothers of the bride-
groom, were best men. Serving as
ushers were David and Matthew
Daley of Denver, the brothers of the
bride; Jason Judge of Tequesta, Fla.,
Jason Howey of Madison, Conn. and
Peter Newcomb of Atlanta, Ga.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Franklin and
Marshall College and her Master of
Social Work degree from New York
University. She is a social worker
with the Denver Public Schools.

The bridegroom received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Connecticut and his
Master of Business Administration
degree from Emory University. He is
a 401K Regional Sales Director for
the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company in Denver.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the bridegroom at
Acquaviva in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to
Maui, Hawaii, the couple resides
in Denver.

Mr. and Mrs. Burt Clayman of New
Orleans, La., formerly of Westfield,
and Dr. and Mrs. Sid Belanoff of
Chappaqua, N.Y. have announced
the engagement of their children,
Ms. Amy Jill Clayman and Erik
Jonathan Belanoff, both residents of
Summit.

The bride-elect graduated in 1989
from Westfield High School. She
earned her Bachelor of Science de-
gree from the University of Florida
at Gainesville and her Master of Arts
degree in Speech Pathology from

Kean University.
She is employed as a speech-lan-

guage pathologist at the Summit
Speech School in New Providence, a
preschool for hearing-impaired chil-
dren. Ms. Clayman is also building
a private practice for speech therapy
services.

Her fiancé graduated from Horace
Greeley High School in Chappaqua.
He was awarded his bachelor’s de-
gree with distinction from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison and
his Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law
School.

He practices employment and la-
bor law with the firm of Epstein,
Becker & Green, P.C. in Manhattan.

The couple will be married next
month in New Orleans.

AARP Outlines Itineraries
For Tours Later This Year

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area chapter of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons has an-
nounced the dates for three upcom-
ing tours.

A five-day, four-night visit to
Ocean City, Md. and parts of Dela-
ware is planned from April 28 to May
2. Participants will travel by bus.
The cost will be $519 for double
accommodations and $631 for
single.

The itinerary will include
Assateague Island to view the wild
horses; Dover Casino; the “Echo”
cruise; Springfest special activities;
a tour of Lewes; the Nassau Vine-
yards with samples; the Zwaanendaal
Museum; Rehoboth and Salisbury.
Most meals and tips will be included.

A five-day, four-night trip to
Niagara Falls and the Toronto area is
scheduled for June 9 to 13. The group
will tour the falls, take a Maid of the
Mist boat ride and enjoy a glass-
blowing demonstration and
winemaking displays.

In Toronto, participants will visit
the Casa Loma Castle and art galler-

ies, an IMAX movie, the Welland
Canal and the famous floral clock.
There will also be time for shopping.

The entire bus trip package, in-
cluding most meals and all tips, will
be $409 for double accommodations
and $508 for single. For reserva-
tions, please call (908) 889-6769.

The third offering, called “Ohio
Amish Lands and Little Switzer-
land,” will take place from Septem-
ber 15 to 18.

This four-day, three-night trip will
include demonstrations of Amish
crafts, tours of a cheese factory and
Yoder’s Amish Farm with a horse and
buggy ride and visits to a flour mill
and an iron forging shop.

Most meals, including an Amish
dinner on an Amish farm, are in-
cluded. Most gratuities are also cov-
ered. The cost will be $357 for double
accommodations and $413 for
single.

Reservations for any of these trips
may be made by calling Trips and
Tours Chairwoman Betty Montag at
(908) 232-7153 or Co-Chairwoman
Marie Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

WESTFIELD – St. Valentine’s
Day will be celebrated this Sunday,
February 2, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum, lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
demonstrate how early Americans
made valentines using techniques
of the period. Additionally, a vari-
ety of valentines will be on display
for visitors.

The custom of exchanging val-
entines was brought to America by
the English settlers but was not
widely celebrated during the 1700s.
Lace paper and hearts produced in
England and Germany often were
assembled by hand and sold in
America in the 1800s.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
offers visitors the chance to experi-
ence life as it was in Colonial era

New Jersey.
Volunteers dressed in authentic

period clothing provide tours of the
1740 farmhouse. The museum’s gift
shop features a wide variety of Co-
lonial reproductions, crafts, cook-
books and educational materials.

Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six.

On Sunday, February 16, the mu-
seum will feature “Snowflake Sun-
day,” a program described as ideal
for young children.

Interested individuals are invited
to inquire about weekly tours for
groups or the museum’s Showcase
of 18th Century Skills that is
brought to local schools.

The museum office is open Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
For more information, please call
(908) 232-1776.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Join Us For A 3 Course Prix Fixe Lunch

    
At The Special Price Of $20.03*

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary
Is Valentine’s Month atIs Valentine’s Month atIs Valentine’s Month atIs Valentine’s Month atIs Valentine’s Month at

Experience our award winning Classic French Cuisine for
VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER

Two seatings at 5:30/6:00 PM and 8:00/8:30 PM
$ 65 per person

Reservations required: 908-654-4011

*Good Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for the entire month of February

431 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ
(Adjacent to the Best Western Westfield Inn)

www.ChezCatherine.com

Baby Lulu
Biscotti

Cach-Cach
Cottontail Originals

Plum Pudding
Psketti

Rubbies
Sweet Potato

And many more...
Newborn to Size 14

hristina’sC
losetC

Fine Children’s Wear
&

Special Occasion Clothing

WESTFIELD
409 Westfield Avenue • (908) 654-6220

(Just off the circle on South Avenue and
a few doors down from Clyne & Murphy)

HOURS: Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.
10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Closed Sun. Mon.

50% Off
Winter

Clearance
Sale!

Does not include
Christening and Communion 

Clothing or Gift Items.

��������	
�������
���������
����
���������	
�����������

��������	
�����		���	����	�������

������������ �����������������

 !	��"#�$� %!���"#

����"#�$��"�!��"#

�!&�"#

���������	
������
�����������
���	
��
�����
����
����������

�������	
�����������������

������"�'��$�����������'�

������"�'��$���������'�

(������'��$�����������'�

Valentines to be Featured
At Miller-Cory on Sunday

YMCA Plans Ski Trip
For Youth and Adults
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-

Scotch Plains YMCA will sponsor a
ski trip to Mountain Creek on Tues-
day, February 18. YMCA member-
ship is not required for this trip.

The trip is open to all youth, teen-
agers and adults. An adult must ac-
company students in grades 7 and
below. The bus will depart the
YMCA at 7 a.m. and will return at
6:30 p.m.

The cost is $49, which includes
transportation and a lift ticket. Adult
chaperones who are non-skiers may
ride for free.

Participants must register for the
trip by Monday, February 10, at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

For more information on the ski
trip, please call the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA at (908) 889-8880.

Tri-County Red Cross
To Hold Orientation
Saturday Afternoon
COUNTY – The American Red

Cross Tri-County Chapter will hold
a volunteer orientation this Satur-
day, February 1, at 1 p.m.

It will be held at the Plainfield
Chapter Office, located at 332 West
Front Street in Plainfield.

The orientation is open to anyone
interested in volunteering for the
chapter. Information will be pro-
vided on volunteer opportunities
and programs that are available
through the Tri-County Chapter.
Volunteers are needed at blood drives
and in disaster services.

The Tri-County Chapter serves
municipalities in Union, Somerset
and Middlesex Counties. It has of-
fices in Elizabeth and Plainfield.

Individuals interested in attend-
ing the orientation are asked to call
Victor Webb, Jr. at (908) 756-6414,
extension no. 21.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

HENKEL-HARRIS

Rice Carved Bed
ON SALE NOW

45% Off

STOREWIDE

WINTER
HOME SALE

&
CLEARANCE

SAVE 30-50%
AND MORE

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne
New Jersey 07506
(973) 427-1848

20 Stirling Road, Watchung
New Jersey 07069
(908) 756-7623

Open 7 Days   SUNDAY 1-5

*Ratings from Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s Investor Services, respectively.  Ratings quoted are
 expected ratings only and are subject to change without notice.

All details are as of 01/30/03 and subject to change without notice.  Information is obtained from
sources deemed reliable.
[Direct Access Notes ] are sold by prospectus only, available through a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor.
Please read it carefully before you invest or send money.  These securities are not suitable investments for
all investors.  No investor should purchase the securities unless the investor understands and is able to bear
the associated redemption, market, liquidity and yield risks.  See “Risk Factors” in the Prospectus.

Services or securities referenced in this advertisement may be restricted by law in certain jurisdictions.
This advertisement does not constitute an offer of, or an invitation to purchase, any securities in any
jurisdiction in which such offer or invitation would be unlawful.

Morgan Stanley is a service mark of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co.  Services are offered through
Morgan Stanley DW Inc., member SIPC., ©2003 Morgan Stanley                                            (FIX-55)
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Interest Paid

Final Maturity

Callable as of

Rated: Moody’s
S&P

BBB
A2

Monthly

10/15/2017

10/15/2006

Kim Lavin
Registered Senior Sales Assistant
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 301-8004
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Rabbi Telushkin to Present
Talk at JCC on February 9

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin

First Baptist Posts Classes;
Worship Service in Newark
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has revealed two events that
are planned this Sunday, February 2.

Beginning that day, the Reverend
Jeremy Montgomery, First Baptist’s
Minister of Local Outreach, will lead
the first of a five-week program on
“Compassion by Command.”

This Bible Study course is designed
to help Christians understand poverty,
envision God’s view of the poor and
learn how to become involved in help-
ing the poor. A student guide will be
given to all participants.

Classes will meet on Sundays from 9
to 10:15 a.m. through March 2 in the
church lounge.

Additionally this Sunday, the First
Baptist Church will conduct a worship
service at the Baptist Home in Newark,
located at 285 Roseville Avenue, at
5:30 p.m.

Area American Baptist churches ro-
tate in bringing special music and de-
votions to residents of the Baptist Home.

Edith Sturcke, an active member of
the First Baptist Church and a resident
of the Baptist Home, will participate in
the special Sunday evening worship
service.

For more information on either the
Bible Study course or the worship ser-
vice at the Baptist Home, please call
(908) 233-2278 or send an e-mail to
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will welcome Rabbi Jo-
seph Telushkin on Sun-
day, February 9, at 10
a.m. as the speaker for
its Scholar-in-Resi-
dence: Jewish Institute
of Learning program.

Rabbi Telushkin is
an author and scholar
in Jewish ethics and the
law. He will speak on
“The 21st Century: A
Jewish Vision, One Day
at a Time.”

During the program,
he will lead the audi-
ence in a discussion of
thoughts, principles and the chal-
lenges faced by putting Jewish val-
ues into practice.

Ordained at Yeshiva University in
New York, Rabbi Telushkin is cur-
rently the spiritual leader of the Los

Angeles-based Synagogue of the Per-
forming Arts.

The rabbi’s most recent book,
“The Golden Land:
The Story of the Jew-
ish Migrations to
America,” will be avail-
able for purchase and
can be autographed.

The program will be
held at the JCC’s Wilf
Jewish Community
Campus, located at
1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Registration is re-
quired by Wednesday,
February 5, and may
be done by calling

Susan Lemerman, Director of Cul-
tural Arts and Education, at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 205, or by
sending an e-mail to
slemerman@jccnj.org. A $10 dona-
tion per person is requested.

BOOKS FOR KIDS…Junior Girl Scout Troop No. 500 from Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains recently organized a book drive for the new lending library at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital Pre-School in Fanwood. The girls made fliers and
collected, stamped and delivered over 250 books. Pictured, left to right, are: Front
row, Kerry Pierce, Rachel Blom, Rosie Everson and Maddie Holt; second row,
Lauren Hirschhorn, Julia Ross, Kim Many, Nicole Ostrowski, Marina Dugan and
Allison Zimmerman, and back row, Allie Price with speech therapists Sharon
Sargent and Stefanie Chenkin. The troop presented the books and toured the
school with their leader, Cathy Hirschhorn, who works there as a physical
therapist.

Nature Club Meeting Speaker
To Spotlight Newfoundland

Community Brightens Season
For Mobile Meals Clients

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will gather at
8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 4, for a
presentation by Dr. Roger Locandro
of Rutgers University.

Dr. Locandro will discuss the “Natu-
ral History of Newfoundland,” featur-
ing slides of western Newfoundland,
Labrador, Gros Morne, whales and
birds, highlighting the ecology and
geology of the area.

The presentation will be held in the
courtroom of the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, which is located off
of New Providence Road. The drive-
way leading to the building is the last

right turn before the traffic signal at
Route 22.

On Saturday, February 8, Clare
Minsk will lead a tour around the
small ponds at the Shark River area,
which attracts a wide variety of water-
fowl.

The group will meet in the Target
parking lot at 8 a.m. All participants
are advised to dress in warm clothing
and to bring lunch, binoculars and
scopes.

For more information, please call
Ms. Minsk at (908) 518-0199. Guests
are always welcome to attend meet-
ings and club trips.

WESTFIELD — Mobile Meals, a
non-profit, private meal delivery
service, reported an “outstanding
community effort” that recently
helped brighten the holiday season
for its elderly and disabled clients.

Hundreds of tray favors, holiday
decorations and home-made cards
were received and distributed
among more than 65 Mobile Meals
clients with their holiday meals.

Gifts received included holiday
cards, donated by Brownie Troop
No. 961 of Westfield; holiday nap-
kins donated by Phyllis Bavosa of
Fanwood, and Christmas tray fa-
vors from the Clark/Winfield Girl
Scouts.

Additionally, table top arrange-
ments and holiday decorations were
donated by the Plainfield Garden
Club and Girl Scout Troop Nos. 522
and 890 of Westfield.

Seventy-eight “winter-themed”
laminated placemats were deco-
rated and donated by the Commu-
nity Service group of the Tamaques
Elementary School first grade in
Westfield.

“We are very grateful for the help
of all the groups who donated holi-
day gifts to our clients,” said Mo-
bile Meals President Nancy Otchy.

“It’s wonderful to know that our
community’s elderly and disabled
have not been forgotten during the
holidays and that so many children
have been involved in community
service of this nature,” she added.

Mobile Meals provides freshly-
prepared meals to community mem-
bers who are unable to shop and
cook for themselves.

Anyone seeking more information
about volunteering with Mobile
Meals, or who knows someone who
might be interested in becoming a
client, is asked to call (908) 233-6146
or visit www.westfieldnj.com/mobile
meals.

Center For Hope to Honor
David Schardien at Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will host its annual Char-
ity Ball on Saturday,
February 22, from 7:30
p.m. to midnight at
L’Affaire Restaurant on
Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.

The cost is $50 per
person, which includes
a full course dinner,
wine, beer and soda,
along with dancing to
the sounds of “The Class
of 57.”

This year’s recipient
of the Father Hudson
Award will be David
Schardien, a resident of
Union, who has served the Center For
Hope as a volunteer for the past 10
years.

Named for the late Reverend
Charles Hudson, who co-founded the
Center For Hope, the award honors
individuals for their contributions to
the non-profit organization. The Cen-
ter is dedicated to providing indi-
viduals at the end of life with dignity
and freedom from pain, as well as
support to their families.

Mr. Schardien is involved in the
organization’s fundraising efforts and
instrumental in facilitating the Hos-
pice Tea, which is dedicated to family
members of past hospice patients.

An active member of the Holy Spirit
Roman Catholic Church in Union, he
annually collects turkeys and other
food from his fellow parishioners.
These items are used in Thanksgiving
baskets that are distributed to center
patients and families. He also delivers
toys at Christmas to children affected
by loss and grief.

He is the Director of Finance and
Facility Operations for the Liberty

Hall Museum on the Kean Estate in
Union and Treasurer of the 1772 Foun-

dation.
Mr. Schardien’s wife,

Mary, has been em-
ployed at the Center for
the past 12 years. She
has also offered extra
time as a volunteer and
bakes for many events.
They have four chil-
dren, who have also vol-
unteered on behalf of
the organization.

“We are very fortu-
nate to have Dave. The
dedication and commit-
ment he and his family
have provided is di-
rectly related to our

growth and development,” said Peggy
Coloney, President.

“I am honored to recognize Dave
with this award, but even more hon-
ored to call him my friend,” she added.

For more information regarding the
Charity Ball, please call the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
at (908) 486-0700.

David Schardien

Historian to Speak to Club
About American Presidents
WESTFIELD — Nat Bodian will

speak about the occupations, aging
and longevity of American presi-
dents at the Monday, February 10
meeting of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield.

The meeting will take place at
12:30 p.m. at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. Visitors are wel-
come.

Since his retirement, Mr. Bodian
has devoted much of his time to
researching American history.

He spent two years writing the
“Sourcebook of American Presiden-
tial Curiosities and Oddities” and
30 years in professional and schol-
arly book publishing.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he is the author of 11
books on book publishing and di-
rect marketing techniques.

Mr. Bodian is a longtime resident
of Cranford and frequently lectures
before historical societies and se-
niors groups.

Prior to his Army service, he lived

in Newark and was a reporter for The
Star-Ledger.

Refreshments will be served fol-
lowing the program. Hostesses will
be members of the Woman’s Club
of Westfield’s Art Department, un-
der the direction of Marjorie
Wieseman.

908-317-3030 • 240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Join Us for Wine & Cheese Social at
Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Every Wednesday from 3:00pm-4:00pm

P lease visit us on Wednesday afternoon for a Wine &
Cheese Social. Meet some of the friendly faces at our

residence and acquaint yourself with the wonderful benefits
of a lifestyle at Sunrise Assisted Living. While you’re here,
introduce yourself to our accommodating staff, and let us
know how we can help you meet the care needs of the senior
in your life.

We look forward to sharing a winter afternoon with you.

Paid Bulletin Board

Low Level Laser Therapy 
 
Low Level Laser Therapy or LLLT is a revolutionary medical treatment based on the 
physical properties of a laser, first defined by Albert Einstein at the turn of the 20th 
century. Although laser therapy in medicine generally refers to surgical, cutting or “hot” 
lasers, Low Level Laser Therapy is at the opposite end of this spectrum. Low Level Laser 
Therapy is classified as cool, low-level or “cold” lasers. 
 
Cold lasers act by a process called photo bio-activation or photo biostimulation. Specific 
cell proteins have an ability to absorb light energy and convert this energy into chemical 
energy, which the body can use to accelerate its natural healing processes. The end 
product is stimulation of tissue cells, blood vessels, nervous tissue and the immune 
system without causing damage. 
 
Medical applications of Low Level Laser Therapy have been employed in international 
countries for greater than 20 years.  
 
A partial list of medical conditions which have responded well to LLLT include: 
 
� Sports Injuries:  Tennis Elbow (lateral epicondylitis) 
   Golfer’s Elbow (medial epicondylitis) 
   Runner’s Knee (patello-femoral syndrome) 
   Jumper’s Knee (patello-tendinitis) 
   Achilles Tendonitis 
   Heel Cushion Pain (plantar fasciitis) 
   Sprains, Strains, Tendinitis 
 
� Work Related Injuries: Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 

Back Pain (cervical, thoacic, lumbar, sacral, sacroiliac, 
bursitis, fibromyositis) 

 
� Pain Control:   Sciatica 
   Radiculopathy 
   Neuralgia 
 
� Arthritis:   Rheumatoid Arthritis 
   Osteoarthritis 
 
Dr. Theodore S. Biniais D.C., M.S. is participating in an Institutional Review Board 
approved research clinical trial entitled, “Laser Therapy for the Treatment of Myalgia and 
Athralgia: A Pre-Clinical Study”. He is trained and certified by Theralase, Inc. in the safe 
and effective use of therapeutic medical lasers (Theralase TLC-1003).  If you suffer from 
sports injuries, work related injuries or pain, contact Dr. Biniaris at (908) 233-5144 for a 
consultation to see if you meet the eligibility criteria for inclusion in this research project. 
 
CAUTION: 
 
Investigational device.  Limited by Federal United States Law to investigational use only. 

Garwood Knights
Reveal Blood Drives
GARWOOD – Monsignor John

Walsh Council No. 5437 of the
Knights of Columbus in Garwood
has scheduled several blood drives,
to be held at its Council Hall.

Blood drives are planned for Satur-
days, February 1, May 3 and Novem-
ber 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Council Hall is located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, opposite
PathMark. Parking is available be-
hind the building on Willow Avenue.

For information regarding eligi-
bility, please call the Blood Center of
New Jersey at (973) 676-4933.

Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Alzheimer’s Group Sets
Support Group Dates
WESTFIELD – The Greater New

Jersey Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association has revealed the dates
for caregiver support group meet-
ings in the area.

A meeting will be held on Mon-
day, February 17, at 7 p.m. at Sun-
rise of Westfield, located at 240
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Support group meetings will also
take place at Overlook Hospital,
99 Beauvoir Avenue at Sylvan
Road in Summit.

The meetings at Overlook are
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday,
February 13, and at 10 a.m. and 7
p.m. on Thursday, February 27.

An additional meeting is
planned at 1 p.m. on Thursday,
February 20, at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County,
located at 40 Watchung Way in
Berkeley Heights.

Finally, a meeting will be held
on Wednesday, February 5, at 7
p.m. at Trinitas Hospital, located
at 225 Williamson Street in Eliza-
beth.

Caregivers to Gather
On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
on Monday, February 3, at 8 p.m. in
the Parish Center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside.

Meetings are held on the first
non-holiday of each month. These
are information and sharing ses-
sions. The church is located at 1600
Lamberts Mill Road. For more in-
formation, please call Marilyn Ryan
at (908) 232-1867.
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100s of
Satisfied

Area
Customers
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MEET EMILY & VINCENT

...and still so much to talk about!
Chelsea Senior Residences have become home to many people

who want friends nearby in a familiar and supportive environment.
Here, residents are free to live the lifestyle they choose while
enjoying the peace of mind of knowing that a specially trained 

staff is available to assist when needed.

Write us today for more information:
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________
State_________________Zip_________________________________
Phone___________________________________________

The Chelsea at East Brunswick
606 Cranbury Rd.

East Brunswick, NJ 08816
732-651-6100

The Chelsea at Warren
274 King George Rd.

Warren, NJ 07059
908-903-0911

The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Ave.

Fanwood, NJ 07023
908-654-5200

The Chelsea at Montville
165 Changebridge Rd.

Montville, NJ 07045
973-402-1100

1-877-CHELSEA

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
Alzheimer’s & memory impairment programs available.

High School
Sweethearts

WL071802
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– Obituaries –
Peter Tort, 84, of Scotch Plains died

on Tuesday, January 14, at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in New
Brunswick.

Born in Newark, he was a resident of
Scotch Plains since 1951.

Mr. Tort had worked for the Heineken
Import Corporation of New York City
for 15 years prior to retiring in 1983 as
a state sales manager. Before that, he
had been a sales manager with Pabst
Blue Ribbon and the Hoffman Bever-
age Company, both in Newark.

He was a United States Army veteran
of World War II, in which he was a
master tech sergeant. Mr. Tort served for
more than four years, including three as
communications chief in the 10th Army
under General Joseph Stillwell in the
Asiatic-Pacific Theater.

He attended Rutgers University in
Newark.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years,
Eleanor Tort; a daughter, Mary Ellen
Rhodes; two sons, Dennis P. Tort and
Mark L. Tort; a sister, Rose Curatolo;
two brothers, John Tort and Richard
Tort, and three grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
January 18, at the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
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Peter Tort, 84, Manager at Heineken;
Had Served In Asiatic-Pacific Theater

Patricia Cartier, 71, Was Vice President
Of Republican Club in Scotch Plains

William Cesarz, Jr., 77, Exxon Retiree;
Active in Knights and St. Anne Church

Nabil Joseph Mattar, 49, Held MBA;
Was Founder of Ameri-Suisse, Inc.

John R. Poland, 67
John R. Poland, 67, of Westfield

died on Sunday, January 19, while
crossing Route 4 at Sherbourne Pass
in Killington, Vt.

Born in Plainfield, he was a life-
long resident of Westfield.

Beginning in 1964, Mr. Poland
had been a draftsman for Rotwein and
Black Architects in Florham Park and
Livingston for more than 30 years. He
retired as Director of Projects in April
of 2002.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Herbert and Florence Cole Poland.

Surviving are a brother, Douglas
Poland of Baltimore, and a sister,
Alberta Poland of Bronxville, N.Y.

Graveside services were held on
Friday, January 24, at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal Foundation, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside 07092.
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William J. Cesarz, Jr., 77, of
Cranford died on Thursday, Janu-
ary 2, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Plainfield, he had lived
in Westfield before moving to
Cranford 40 years ago.

Mr. Cesarz had been employed

for 37 years with the Exxon Com-
pany USA in Bayonne, retiring in
1985.

He graduated from Westfield High
School in 1942, receiving a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering from Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology in Hoboken in
1945. Mr. Cesarz earned his Master
of Arts Degree in Education and did
post-graduate work at Kean Col-
lege in Union.

He was a member of St. Anne Ro-
man Catholic Church in Garwood,
serving as an usher, Parish Council
President and a Christian Doctrine
teacher.

He was a Past Grand Knight and
Treasurer of Monsignor John Walsh
Council No. 5437 of the Knights of
Columbus in Garwood. A member
of the John Martin Gilmary Shea
Assembly, he also was a Fourth
Degree Knight of Columbus in
Elizabeth.

Mr. Cesarz was a member of the
Stevens Institute of Technology
Alumni, the American Association
of Mechanical Engineers, the
Westfield Historical Society, Mar-
tin Wallberg Post No. 3 of the Ameri-
can Legion of Westfield and the
Friends of Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

He served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Jean Cesarz, in 1996.

Surviving are a daughter, Diane
J. Cesarz, and a son, David J. Cesarz.

A service was held on Wednes-
day, January 8, at St. Anne Church.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
in Cranford.
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Nabil Joseph Mattar, 49, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, January 23, at
his home.

Originally from Lebanon, he moved
to Scotch Plains with his family in 1987.

Mr. Mattar was the founder and Presi-
dent of Ameri-Suisse, Inc., a candy com-
pany, in South Plainfield.

He received his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Business Administration from
the American University of Beirut and
his Master of Business Administration
degree from C.W. Post College in Long
Island, N.Y. in 1980.

Surviving are his wife, Monica Mattar;
a son, Robert Mattar; two daughters,
Caroline Mattar and Michelle Mattar;
his mother, Josephine Mattar, and two
sisters, Norma Mattar and Kenny
Mouwad.

The funeral was held on Monday,
January 27, from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
A Mass followed at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Interment
took place at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

Memorial donations may be made to

the Student Movement Against Cancer,
in care of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Westfield Road, Scotch Plains
07076.
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Patricia Anne Cartier, 71, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, January 21, at
her home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had lived
in Brooklyn Heights prior to moving to
Scotch Plains in 1960.

Mrs. Cartier was self-employed in
the real estate business for 15 years.

She was a former Vice President of the
Scotch Plains Republican Club and
the Westfield chapter of Deborah Hos-
pital. Mrs. Cartier also was a member of
the Scotch Hills Women’s Golf Asso-
ciation.

She was awarded a degree from New
York University.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Walter Cartier.
Surviving are two sons, Vincent J.

Cartier and Gregg A. Cartier; a daugh-
ter, Patrice Roe; her mother, Rose
Lambrosa; a sister, Elena Fasulo, and
two grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Satur-
day, January 25, from the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass fol-
lowed at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Entombment was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be made
either to Deborah Hospital or to Haven
Hospice Care of JFK Medical Center.
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Emelia Urbanski, 96
Emelia Urbanski, 96, of Westfield died

on Saturday, January 25, at her home.
Born in Perth Amboy, she lived in

Westfield for eight years.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, John Urbanski, in 1991, and by
a grandson, Timothy Rickwood.

Surviving are a daughter, Barbara
Rickwood; a son, Edward N. Urbanski; a
brother, Louis Kwiatkowski; five grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, January 29, at the Flynn &
Son Funeral Home in Fords. A Mass
followed at St. Stephen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Perth Amboy. Burial took
place at St. Stephen’s Cemetery.
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Norman Gadol, 74, Served in Army;
Owned Marketing and Sales Firm

Corinne A. Clark, 60
Corinne A. Clark, 60, of Scotch

Plains died on Friday, January 24, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
in Westfield for many years before
moving to Scotch Plains in 1965.

Mrs. Clark had been a waitress for
many years with Howard Johnson’s
in Clark and also at the Scotchwood
Diner and the Highlander Diner,
both in Scotch Plains.

She was predeceased by a sister,
Dorothy Aloia Galarza.

Surviving are her husband of 41
years, Don R. Clark; five daughters,
Barbara Masaitis, Donna Clark,
Brenda Clark, Patricia Ellis and Lisa
Krul; two brothers, Thomas F. Aloia
and Frank S. Aloia; a sister, Donna
Saliola, and 11 grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, January 28, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Entombment
took place at Clover Leaf Memorial
Park in Woodbridge.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
1916 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains
07076.
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Norman Gadol, 74, of Westfield
died on Thursday, January 23, at the
Hospice by the Sea in Boca Raton,
Fla.

Born in New York City, he was a
resident of Westfield for 40 years.

Prior to retiring in 1992, Mr. Gadol

had owned and operated Gadol Mar-
keting and Sales in Westfield for
many years.

He earned his bachelor’s degree
from New York University and his
master’s degree from Columbia Uni-
versity.

Mr. Gadol served in the United
States Army during peacetime.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Sybil R. Gadol, and by a sister, Regina
Edmonds.

Surviving are his wife, Phyllis
Buchsbaum-Gadol; three sons,
Charles Gadol, John Gadol and Peter
Gadol; a sister, Shirley Kaplan; two
brothers, Morris Gadol and Myron
Gadol, and three grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, January 27, from Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield. Interment
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were handled by the
Menorah Chapels at Millburn in
Union.

January 30, 2003

– Since 1897 –
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Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913
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556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
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218 North Avenue
276-0255

Charles V. Dooley
Manager

Benjamin N. Klein, 84, Store Manager;
Served in Army Air Corps During War

Elaine Karras, 95
Elaine Karras, 95, of Westfield died

on Sunday, January 26, at Morristown
Memorial Hospital in Morristown.

Born in Perth Amboy, she had been
a resident of Millburn prior to moving
to Westfield in 1995.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Constantine Karras.

Surviving are a son, William Karras,
Sr. of Madison; three grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

Private funeral services were under
the direction of the Wm. A. Bradley &
Son Funeral Home in Chatham.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield 07091.
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Benjamin N. Klein, 84, of Orlando,
Fla. died on Thursday, January 23, at
Florida Hospital in Apopka, Fla.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Westfield prior to relocating to Or-
lando four years ago.

Mr. Klein had been a store manager
for Karen Industries in North Bergen,
where he was employed for more than
25 years before his retirement in 1983.

He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II.

He was a graduate of Newark State
Teachers College.

Mr. Klein was a member of the
Men’s Club of Congregation Ohev
Shalom and of the Chai Steppers,

both in Orlando.
He was predeceased by his wife,

Bella Klein, and by a son, Steven R.
Klein.

Surviving are a son, Robert A. Klein
of Potomac, Md.; a daughter, Marilyn
Klein of Orlando, Fla.; five grand-
children and one great-grandchild.

Graveside funeral services were
held on Sunday, January 26, at the
King Solomon Cemetery in Clifton.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association.
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DEATH NOTICE
Florence I. Lorentz, 85

Florence Irene Lorentz of
Lakehurst died at home on Tuesday,
January 21, 2003 at age 85.

She was born on March 5, 1917 in
Chicago, Ill. Later, her family moved
to New Jersey, where she was edu-
cated in the Westfield school sys-
tem.

She was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield and the
Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Manchester.

Mrs. Lorentz worked on Wall
Street and in real estate. She was also
an avid sewer.

She was married to John Lorentz,
Jr. for over 54 years. He died in 1993.

She is survived by her two sisters,
Virginia Roberts of Reston, Va. and
Mary Jane Schnitzer and her hus-
band, George, of Clark, and her two
children, daughter Pamela
Wowchuck of Flemington and son
Peter Lorentz of North Andover,
Mass.

She also leaves behind four grand-
children and their families, Nicho-
las Wowchuck and his wife, Carol,
and their three children, Keri Ann,
Alex and Madeleine of Flemington;
Jennifer Lorentz-Duprey and her
daughter, Skye, of North Andover,
Mass.; Michael Lorentz and Kristen
Davis and their son, Logan, of North
Andover, and Cynthia Lorentz and
Kevin Robinson, also of North
Andover.

The funeral service was held on
Friday, January 24, at the Anderson
& Campbell Funeral Home in
Manchester. Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Florence was a wonderful, caring
person who had lived a good life.
She will be missed, but always re-
membered for her sewing and bak-
ing. Thanks for being a mother, sis-
ter, grandmother and best friend to
all of us.

January 30, 2003

More Community News
Center for Women and Families
 Present Investment Workshop

WESTFIELD – The Center for
Women and Families will sponsor an
educational workshop for women
investors on Tuesday, February 11, at

7:30 p.m. at the center, located at
1801 E. Second Street in Scotch Plains.
Stewart A. Ritter, Senior Vice-Presi-
dent of Investments for Prudential
Financial in Westfield will be the
featured speaker.

 He will present his popular semi-
nar, titled “The Biggest Mistakes
Women Investors Make and How To
Avoid Them.” The seminar is geared
towards the specific investment con-
cerns women share and shows how
women can take greater control of
their individual finances.

The Center for Women and Fami-
lies is a private, non-profit help
agency serving Union County and
the surrounding vicinity. The agency
is committed to providing various
high quality professional help ser-
vices, as well as community educa-
tion workshops. For tickets and addi-
tional information on this workshop,
please call The Center for Women
and Families at (908) 322-6007.

St. Agnes to Present
Annual ‘Boardwalk’
CLARK – St. Agnes Roman Catho-

lic Church and School in Clark has
announced that its annual “Winter
Boardwalk” event will take place on
Saturday and Sunday, February 8 and
9, at the parish.

Games of chance, prizes, cotton
candy, various foods, music, tattoos,
balloons and raffle baskets will be
among the featured activities.

The event will be held from noon
to 4 p.m. and from 6:30 to 10 p.m. on
Saturday and from 1 to 6 p.m. on
Sunday.

St. Agnes is located at 342 Madi-
son Hill Road. Ample parking is avail-
able at the rear of the parish building.

‘Super Sunday’ Campaign
On Tap For Feb. 2 at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish Fed-
eration of Central New Jersey is gearing
up for Super Sunday campaign, an event
that will benefit Jews locally, as well as
in Israel and other parts of the world.

The event will be held this Sunday,
February 2, at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus, lo-
cated at 1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. All are welcome to attend.

Volunteers will participate in the
Federation’s annual telephone
fundraiser. The money raised will pro-
vide direct support to Israeli victims of
terror; enhanced security for Israeli chil-
dren in schools and day care centers and
resettlement costs for Jews moving to
Israel.

Funds will additionally support Ko-
sher Meals on Wheels, plus other vital
services to local elderly residents; coun-
seling services for families in crisis both
locally and in Israel; camp scholarships;
Jewish education and hunger relief in
the former Soviet Union.

Planned activities for Sunday include
a Community Fair from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m.; entertainment from 3 to 4 p.m.; a
Swim-a-thon for youngsters 16 and
under from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and

Children’s Arts and Crafts from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Child Care will be available from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Additionally, there will be a blood
drive between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

A book drive will also be held that
day, for which individuals are asked to
donate new and/or gently-used books
for those in kindergarten to fifth grade,
to be donated to local schools.

A non prescription medicine drive
will take place as well. Contributors are
asked to bring sealed jars of multi-vita-
mins, aspirin and non-aspirin for adults
and children, with an expiration date of
at least one year.

Attendees will have the opportunity
to meet one-on-one with Federation
volunteers and leadership to discuss
how a gift to the Federation benefits
Jews locally and abroad.

For further information, please call
Brad Young at the JCC at (908) 889-
5335 or send an e-mail to
byoung@jfedcnj.org.

“Tierney and friend”

People for Animals
Plans Pet Adoption

GARWOOD — People for Animals, a
nonprofit animal welfare organization
serving New Jersey, will sponsor a pet
adoption event on Saturday, February 1,
from 1 to 5 p.m. at the PET VALU store,
located at 300 South Avenue in Garwood,
in the Kings Shopping Center.

Among the many cats for adoption
will be “Tierney,” a very large, four-
year-old red tabby with white cat who
enjoys the company of people or other
cats. People for Animals stated that he
often takes on the role of “surrogate
mom” for kittens.

“Tierney” is neutered, current with
his vaccinations and has tested nega-
tive for feline leukemia.

To adopt or for other information,
please call (908) 688-1073 or visit
www.pfa.petfinder.org.

Banquet to Recognize
Y’s Black Achievers

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will hold its
fifth annual Black Achievers Banquet
on Thursday, February 13, starting at
6:30 p.m. at L’Affaire in Mountainside.

The dinner will honor those involved
with the program. Congressman Donald
Payne will be the keynote speaker. The
cost is $75 per person.

The Westfield Y Black Achievers
Program seeks to build community part-
nerships in which young people are
encouraged to develop their full poten-
tial in spirit, mind and body.

By matching youth with African-
American professionals, who serve as
role models, the program aims to raise
the academic standards of young
people, expose students to diverse ca-
reer options and inspire them to reach
for their goals.

For more information about the ban-
quet or the Black Achievers program,
please call Amy Gantz, Senior Director
of the Westfield Y, at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 252.

Nancy Ruprecht, 63
Nancy Ruprecht, 63, of Basking

Ridge died on Sunday, January 19, at
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Manhattan.

Born in Rahway, she had lived in
Fanwood prior to relocating to Bask-
ing Ridge in 1991.

Mrs. Ruprecht had been an assis-
tant in the Short Hills Ophthalmol-
ogy Group for 10 years before her
retirement in 2000. Earlier, she had
been a dental hygienist for Dr. Jerome
L. Fechtner.

Surviving are three sons, Louis A.
Ruprecht, Jr., Clifford Holt Ruprecht
and Thomas Holt Ruprecht, and two
grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled by the
Bailey Funeral Home in Mendham. A
memorial celebration will be held in
six months.

January 30, 2003

Benjamin Harraden, 88, Merck Retiree;
Was Member of Rahway Elks Lodge

Benjamin J. Harraden, 88, of
Westfield died on Friday, January 17,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Originally from Rahway, he had
been a resident of Linden before relo-
cating to Westfield in 1960.

Prior to retiring in 1980, Mr.
Harraden had worked for Merck and
Co. in Rahway for 40 years.

He was a member of Rahway Elks
Lodge No. 1075.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Rita Barber Harraden, and by a son,
James Harraden.

Surviving are a daughter, Diane
Gupko; two sisters, Mary Smith and
Esther Botulinski, and a granddaugh-
ter.

Private services were held on Thurs-
day, January 23, at the Pettit-Davis
Funeral Home in Rahway. Entomb-
ment took place at the Good Shep-
herd Mausoleum of St. Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia.

January 30, 2003

Ruth F. Brown, World War II Nurse;
Commander of American Legion Post
Ruth F. Brown died on Monday, Janu-

ary 27, at her daughter’s home in
Wilmington, Del.

Born in Allentown, Pa., she had lived
in Havertown, Pa. before moving to
Westfield over 40 years ago.

A 1944 graduate of the Bryn Mawr
School of Nursing, Mrs. Brown served in
the United States Army as a registered
nurse in Germany during World War II.
After the war, she had worked at several
Philadelphia hospitals before moving
to Westfield.

She was a member of American Legion
Post No. 5 in Rahway, where she became
the first female commander of the post.

She was predeceased by her husband,
Ralph Brown, in 1979.

Surviving are two daughters, Beverly
Brown of Westfield and Barbara
Wiechecki of Wilmington, Del., and three
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m.
tomorrow, Friday, January 31, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South

Avenue in Fanwood. Interment will fol-
low at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will take place from noon
to 2 p.m. tomorrow at the funeral home.

January 30, 2003
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As Threats of War Loom,
Pupil Says Peace Is Answer

The weekly column written by local high school studentsThe weekly column written by local high school studentsThe weekly column written by local high school studentsThe weekly column written by local high school studentsThe weekly column written by local high school students

By JORDAN ZAKARIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the finding of four more empty
warheads in Iraq, President George
W. Bush is licking his chops, ready-
ing the nation and the world for a
much-anticipated full military strike
against Iraq.

Surely, because in all 16 empty
warheads and a book about lasers have
been found in Iraq, it is obvious that
the world is in clear and present danger
from the superior military force of the
world’s most powerful and indisput-
ably popular leader, Saddam Hussein.

Wake up Mr. President! This “cru-
sade” you’re going on isn’t neces-
sary!

Even if Iraq has many warheads
and factories the United Nations (UN)
inspectors have not found out about
yet, what will barraging Iraq with
bombs do?

Do you really think attacking Iraq
will cause Hussein to give in? And even
if it does, will it not cost unnecessary
losses of life, losses of Iraqi soldiers and
civilians, and even American soldiers?
Does it have to be that way?

In preschool, we learn that just
because somebody is doing some-
thing wrong doesn’t mean you have
to hit them. Do the same principles

not apply to this situation?
Seeing as the United States does

not know where most of the supposed
Iraqi war factories are, it is obvious
that missiles will be launched at and
bombs will be dropped on totally
innocent people, cultural centers and
homes that the U.S. mistakes for the
Iraqi Deathstar.

Already people in Iraq are being
harassed, people such as private sci-
entist Faleh Hassan Al Basri, who told
CNN that his ailing wife was searched
in her bed, in addition to his whole
house being stripped down looking
for documents he claimed were in the
12,000-page weapons declaration
Iraq presented to the UN earlier.

Perhaps Iraq does have weapons
the UN has not been privy to. Is it not
possible that Iraq would be more will-
ing to help the UN to reduce their
supply to UN standards if they weren’t
being bombed into submission?

Granted, I probably have a very
liberal view, one that I hold very
dearly. However, common sense tells
you that it will not only be easier to
disarm Iraq by practicing peace, but
it will save many, many innocent
lives, both American and Iraqi.

After all, that’s all everyone wants,
right?

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought Washington School Prepares
USO, Away We Go Production

Student Council Officers
Installed at Franklin School

WESTFIELD — Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield will
blend patriotism and comic relief
during USO, Away We Go,” the
school’s 55th annual production.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, February 7, at 8 p.m. and Satur-
day, February 8, at 2 and 8 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School Au-
ditorium, which is located at 301
Clark Street in Westfield.

The show, which has been written,
directed and performed by school
parents, faculty and staff, dates back
to 1948. USO…Away We Go was
scripted by Nick and MaryJane
Gismondi and is produced by An-
gela Darchi, Mary Beth Finn, Amy

Herrington and Ann Lazzarotti.
This full-scale musical produc-

tion involves over 150 parents and
faculty members and serves as the
school’s primary fundraiser. All pro-
ceeds are used to fund various pro-
grams and equipment at the school.

For tickets, please call the Ticket
Hotline at (908) 518-7725. Tickets
for select seats are available at
Burgdorff ERA Realtors on North
Avenue in Westfield.

USO, Away We Go shirts and hats
for adults and children will be on
sale at the show rehearsals and per-
formances. Part of the proceeds from
merchandise sales goes towards the
fundraising efforts for the school.

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield installed
Student Council Officers during a
school assembly on January 10.

Upholding a long tradition of stu-
dent government, Franklin held pri-
mary elections for positions of presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary and
treasurer in late November.

Three candidates were selected per
office. Students then voted for the
four officers during the General Elec-
tion. In addition, elections were held

in each of the third, fourth and fifth
grade classes to choose one girl and
one boy to serve as Class Representa-
tive to the Student Council.

Assistant Principal Earl Tankard
installed school President Evan
Rosenburgh. In his first official duty
as President, Evan administered the
oaths of office to his three fellow
officers, who agreed to serve Franklin
School to the best of their abilities.

OUR BASKET OVERFLOWETH…The School One Elementary Parent-Teacher
Association Service Committee sponsored a “Giving Basket” during the holiday
season. Over 300 new items including toiletries, gloves, socks and hats were
collected by School One students and donated to the Interfaith Council of the
Homeless of Union County, Raphael’s Life House, and Healthy Mothers Healthy
Babies in Plainfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Greg Budis, Lauren Berk, Meghan
Cunningham, Kathryn Cunningham and David Pinkowski.

Katherine Riley Earns
Dean’s List Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS – Katherine

Riley of Westfield is among the
360 students who achieved the
honor of Dean’s List for the fall
2002 semester at Mount Saint
Mary’s College & Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Matthew Riley of Westfield,
Katherine achieved this honor
by maintaining a 3.4 or higher
grade point average.
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Discover What is New & Exciting
at

St. Agnes School
342 Madison Hill Road

Clark, NJ

* Pre-K for 3 & 4 year olds
* Full Day Kindergarten

* Foreign Language grades K-8
* Computer Tech Classes

* All classrooms networked
with computer workstations

* Hot Lunch Program
* After School Care

* Expanded sports program
NOW INCLUDING: Track & Field, Cross
Country Track, Volleyball & Cheerleading

* All teachers are certified
* Middle States Accredited

Open House will be held on
Tuesday January 28, 2003

Pre-K to 8th Grade:  9:30 - 11:00
Pre - K Only: 9:30 - 11:00
Pre-K Only:  12:30 - 2:00

Registration is on
Thursday January 30, 2003
9:00 - 11:00 & 1:00 - 2:00
Friday, January 31, 2002

9:00 - 11:00

732 - 381 - 0850

Westfield BOE to Discuss
Calendar at Feb. 11 Mtg.

WESTFIELD — The next public
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing will be held Tuesday, February
11, and will include a second read-
ing of the proposed 2003-2004
school calendar.

A copy of the calendar is avail-
able on www.westfieldnj.com.

The board will also continue its
discussion of the 2003-2004 school
budget and will look specifically

at Special Education needs.
The meeting will take place at 8

p.m. at 302 Elm Street. A complete
agenda will be available on-line at
www.westfieldnj.com or in the
Board Secretary’s office at 302 Elm
Street.

The meeting scheduled for Tues-
day, February 4, will be devoted to
personnel issues and will not be
open to the public.

Quarter Dip Scheduled
By SPFHS Boosters
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Athletic Booster
Association will host its Quarter
Dip on Tuesday, February 4, from
6 to 8:30 p.m. at the SPFHS caf-
eteria.

Each “dip” of food at the din-
ner will cost 25 cents, with a
start-up fee of $2. Take-out con-
tainers are also available for $3.

All proceeds will benefit the
SPFHS athletic community.

ESSAYIST…Scotch Plains resident
Giselle Asuncion, a junior at Mother
Seton Regional High School in Clark,
was selected as a winner in a youth
essay contest. One winner was chosen
to represent each of the three pre-
selected grade categories. Giselle’s es-
say won in the grade 9-12 category. On
her topic, “Moving Forward,” Giselle
said, “she witnessed the good that
came out of hard times.” She is desig-
nated as a Seton Distinguished Scholar
at Mother Seton following a curricu-
lum of Advanced Placement and Hon-
ors Level Courses.

SCIENCE SCRAMBLE…Armed with
tape, twine and drinking straws, stu-
dents in Barbara Drake’s physics class
at Morristown-Beard School in
Morristown, were required to create a
capsule in which an egg could survive a
three-story drop. As part of the annual
Egg Drop Challenge, each pupil also
crafted an egg protection device from
materials on hand. As a consequence,
balloons, parachutes, containers stuffed
with cotton and bubblewrap were
hurled from the top floor of Beard Hall
in hope that scientific ingenuity would
not result in a mess on the cement walk
below. Junior Brandt Miller of Westfield,
pictured above, who was not one of the
lucky students, gazes upon some
scrambled remains.

‘Presidential Classroom’ Event
Will Feature Kara Kaskiw of SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kara Kaskiw,
a student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, will attend
the Presidential Class-
room Media & Democracy
Program from Saturday,
March 8 to Saturday,
March 15, in Washington,
D.C.

Presidential Classroom
provides high school jun-
iors and seniors access to
the leaders shaping
America’s public policy.
Kara will investigate the relation-
ship between the news media and
government, with analysis of free
press, a well-informed citizenry and
a democratic government.

Kara is a news anchor for “34
News Update,” as well as its Manag-
ing Editor. She has attended the
Penn State Summer Enrichment Pro-
gram, is a Varsity Cheerleader, a
member of Students Against Drunk
Driving (SADD) and a traveling rep-
resentative of DARE (Drug Abuse
Resistance Education).

She has also volunteered in the
American Red Cross Blood Drive
and participates in the community
TIPS (Teen Involvement Program
for Students).

Kara will interact with Wash-
ington insiders, including mem-
bers of Congress, presidential ap-
pointees, senior military officials,
top business leaders and journal-
ists. She will visit Congressional
offices and debate current issues
with peers from the United States
and abroad.

Kara will also visit renowned sites
such as the White House, the U.S.

Department of State
and Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Addi-
tional program high-
lights will include a
visit to the National
Press Club, special
workshops conducted
by the staff of the
Newseum (an interac-
tive news museum) and
a student video news

production.

Kara Kaskiw

NEW LEADERSHIP…New Student Council officers were welcomed at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Evan Rosenburgh
(President) of the fifth grade, Jackson O’Leary (Secretary) of the third grade,
Zachary Zagorski (Vice-President) of the fourth grade, and Amy Roggenburgh
(Treasurer) of the fifth grade.

Send all Dean’s List news
to: edu@goleader.com
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-15

KLIMOWICZ NETS 23; BURKE SINKS 9, FREEMAN, 8

Lady Raiders Reign Supreme;
Tame Cougar Hoopsters, 63-36

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
basketball team put it all together
and remained undefeated by taming
the Cranford Cougars, 63-36, before
a packed house and a lively band in
Scotch Plains on January 24. Raider

standout center Hillary Klimowicz
burned the Cougar net for 23 points.

Point guard Jenny Burke was fierce
as she rattled the net with nine points.
Guards Maura Gillooly, forward Ashley
McCoy and Lauren Benovengo dem-
onstrated their outside sharp-shoot-
ing ability by hitting from downtown

(3 pts.) and teammate center Chanelle
Freeman connected for eight points.
Senior forward Jen Russell contrib-
uted six points.

“When you get teams like Cranford,
they want to beat you. We came out
ready to play and put a stop to that
early in the first quarter,” said Raider
Head Coach Brian Homm. “That’s
what we have to do against teams like
this, take care of them early and the
girls did that very well tonight.”

The 15-0 Lady Raiders’ attack
proved simply awesome while un-
stoppable. Firing and scorching the
basket came from the inside, to the
forward and the point guard posi-
tions, thus leaving the Cougar de-
fenders totally helpless.

“Each team that we play against
wants to beat us more than the team
we played against before, explained
Klimowicz. “I try to be consistent
every game by moving my feet, get
the rebounds and finish my assists.
Also, I think defensive. Points bring
the crowd and defense wins champi-
onships. It’s the most important part
of the game. It’s the first thing I worry
about because I can have an off day
any time. But as long as I come out
and play hard defense, then every-
thing from there, falls into place.”

The Raiders jumped to a convinc-

FABIANO DROPS BOUTHOUTSOS IN 3:02 AT 215 LBS.

Park Panthers Win a Thriller
Over Raider Matmen, 34-29

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No wrestling team in Union County
(UC) can match Roselle Park when it
comes to minimizing losses in order
to win crucial matches. The 10-0 Pan-
thers did just that and also maneu-
vered their weight classes just right to
edge Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 34-29,
before a packed house at Ralph Wil-
liams Gym in Roselle Park on Janu-
ary 25.

There was no doubt there was the
smell of quality in the air as the Raid-
ers, ranked No. 1 in the county, met
head-to-head with the Panthers,

ranked No. 2. In three of the bouts
where the Raiders had a strong chance
of grabbing 18 team points, the Pan-
thers availed themselves of master
defensive techniques to yield only
11 points, a swing of seven team
points. Additionally, the Panthers won

a key bout between two outstanding
wrestlers when Nick Zangari held off
a last minute takedown attempt by
Raider Eric Connolly in the 135-lb.
class to salvage a 6-4 victory.

“It was just fantastic! Everyone out
supporting us, once again down to
the wire like that,” expressed Raider
Head Coach John Scholz of the match.
“I guess that’s how the cookie
crumbles.”

Crediting Roselle Park’s minimiz-
ing losses tactics, Scholz said, “They
stay right with that. It was very similar
to their Hillsborough match. Our guys
were prepared as much as they could

be. They went out there. We tried
doing the key matchups. We did ev-
erything possible. Our powerhouse
guys were there. It would have been
nice if we got a couple extra bonus
points.”

The Raiders did, however, pull off

a stunning victory when sophomore
Marc Fabiano bumped up from his
189-lb. class to 215-lbs. and executed
one of the most fabulous lateral drops
in decades to flatten strongman Chris
Bouthoutsos – the heavyweight
champion at this year’s Blue Devil
Classic – in 3:02.

“I knew I had to pick six points up.
I had to do something. I thought ‘why
not. Go all out!’ and I hit the move,”
explained Fabiano. “I have been prac-
ticing that with (Assistant Coach Ken)
Hernandez again after practice. I fi-
nally hit it.”

“That was gigantic. That was the
best lateral drop I ever saw
in my life,” said Scholz.

Beginning at 119-lbs.,
undefeated Raider Steve
Mineo scored four
takedowns, an escape, a
two-point nearfall and a
three-point throw to win a
14-2 majority decision over
Troy MacDermant who did
everything he could to keep
off his back. Undefeated
Raider Derek Francavilla’s
bout at 125-lbs. with John
Delaurentis was a carbon
copy, ending in a 14-2,
majority decision to give
the Raiders an 8-0 team
lead.

In a tossup bout at 130-
lbs., Panther John Gura won
a 5-3 decision over An-
thony Ferrante.

Zangari at 135-lbs.,
jumped in front of
Connolly, 5-1, with two
takedowns and an escape
in the second period; how-
ever, Connolly got a third-

period escape and a takedown to nar-
row Zangari’s lead to 5-4. With 36
seconds remaining, Connolly al-
lowed Zangari to escape in hopes of
adding another takedown to tie the
score, and nearly did as he had

MENCH, KRAMERS,DECAMPO, DELDUCA PIN EARLY

Blue Devil Wrestlers Wobble
W. O. Mountaineers, 43-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Undefeated Rob Mench, Sam and
Jake Kramer, Joe DeCampo and Tom
DelDuca recorded first period falls
and junior Chris Johnson won the
first match of the evening with a sec-
ond period fall to lead the Westfield
High School wrestling team to a 43-
30 victory over an improving West
Orange team coached by former

Roselle Park standout Keith Appello
in Westfield on January 24. The 6-1
Blue Devils also received a major
decision from Lee Tomasso and a
decision from Ethan Powell.

Johnson has improved rapidly
since the beginning of the season and
easily controlled his 189-lb. bout with
Mountaineer Nick Miloscia. Show-
ing much improvement on his feet,
Johnson scored a first period

takedown then, in the second period,
he added a reversal and pried Miloscia
to his back in 3:29 with a hammerlock
and a half nelson.

“I have been working on my feet a
lot. I just have to get more confidence
in my shots,” hinted Johnson.

As to his pinning improvement, he
said, “I’m lanky and have a lot of
leverage so I have been trying to use

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRIKING FOR TWO…Sophomore center Hillary Klimowicz burned the Cou-
gar net for 23 points as the SP-F Raiders tamed the Cranford Cougars, 63-36, in
Scotch Plains on January 24.
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FULLY INSURED          FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422
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PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING
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“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
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Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey

908-233-1341 (Office)
�������������	�
�����������

Removals, Pruning, Topping, Stump Grinding
Landscape Design

Planting, Mulching, Paver Walks, Sod and Seed
10% Senior Citizen Discount

24 hr Emergency Service

Call Now For Winter Rates!
Michael Ridge
Owner

Chris Love
Owner
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

SINNENBERG ROARS WITH 12 POINTS, ROCK ADDS 8

Blue Devil Hoopsters Silence
Newark Eastside Girls, 44-33

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There can be bright sides in a los-
ing season. The young Westfield High
School girl’s basketball team demon-
strated that when they sparked the
fires with a, 44-33, victory over the
Newark Eastside Red Raiders in
Westfield on January 22. But the key
was that the entire Blue Devil team
who seemed to be at the right place at
the right time, controlled the boards,
created many steals and made great
passes to stifle the Red Raider attack
throughout the game.

The balanced Blue Devil scoring
machine was led by senior center Cari
Rock who netted eight points in the
second half. Junior Casey De Palma
fired in seven points. Senior guard
Lisa Venezia added six points, senior
forward Jessica O’Neill contributed
with five points and junior guard
Melissa Rosen hit for four points.
However, it was sophomore Laura
Sinnenberg who inflicted the most
damage on the Red Raider defenders
in three-quarters of play as she
scorched the net with 12 points.

Eastside’s A.J. Silva led all scorers
with 17 points.

“They managed to pass the ball
around, got some good shots; they

took high percentage shots and we
managed to get rebounds,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino. “One

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANKING A PANTHER…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, tries to crank Panther John
Delaurentis with an arm bar in his 125-lb. bout. Francavilla won via 14-2 majority decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
APPLYING PRESSURE ON A MOUNTAINEER…Blue Devil junior Lee Tomasso, top, had his 145-lb. Mountaineer
opponent, Joe Rollin, in a double arm bar and works to tilt him to his back. Tomasso won a 12-1, majority decision.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE TROUBLE…Blue Devil senior guard Lisa Venezia, No. 20, and senior
forward Jessica O’Neill, No. 32, trap an Eastside Red Raider. Westfield sparked
the fires with a 44-33 victory in Westfield on January 22.
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Lady Raiders Reign Supreme;
Tame Cougar Hoopsters, 63-36

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3377-02

PRINCIPAL RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. SANDRA LARA, ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 11, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
FEBRUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED
SEVENTY SEVEN & 40/100 ($165,277.40).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07202,
County of UNION and State of New Jer-
sey.

Commonly known as: 329-331 LOOMIS
STREET, ELIZABETH CITY, NEW JERSEY
07202.

Tax Lot No. 885 in Block No. 5.
Dimension of Lot: approximately 50 feet

wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: 4TH AVENUE
Situate at a point on the northwesterly

sideline of Loomis Street distance ap-
proximately 91.83 feet northeasterly from
its intersection with the northeasterly side-
line of 4th Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE THOU-
SAND ONE-HUNDRED SEVEN & 82/100
($175,107.82) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-757058 - (WL)
4 T - 1/9, 1/16, 1/23
& 1/30/03 Fee: $193.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-4530-02

COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.,
PLAINTIFF vs. CARLOS L. RIVERA, ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 30, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is NINTY THOU-
SAND EIGHT-HUNDRED SIXTY & 27/100
($90,860.27).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07206,
County of UNION and State of New Jer-
sey.

Commonly known as: 414 SCHILLER
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206.

Tax Lot No. 681 in Block No. 1
Dimension of Lot: approximately 25 feet

wide by 126.40 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: DOWD AVENUE
Situate at a point on the northwesterly

sideline of Schiller Street distance ap-
proximately 65.72 feet northeasterly from
its intersection with the northeasterly side-
line of Dowd Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
NINTY SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED FORTY EIGHT & 69/100 ($97,748.69)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-757087 - (WL)
4 T - 1/23, 1/30, 2/6
& 2/13/03 Fee: $191.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-12866-02

INTERPRISE FINANCIAL, INC., A NEW
JERSEY CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs.
RALPH JONES AND STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED NOVEMBER 12, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is FORTY SIX
THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED EIGHTY
SEVEN & 33/100 ($46,687.33).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 842 REBECCA
PLACE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.

It is known and designated as Block 7,
Lot 1042.

The dimensions are approximately ir-
regular.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the
southerly line of Rebecca Place, 250.00
feet from easterly line of Smith Street.

Prior lien(s): SUBJECT TO UNPAID
TAXES AND OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS.
THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE AS OF 11/20/
02 FOR PROPERTY TAXES, UNPAID
WATER/SEWER CHARGES, AND LIEN
PAY OFF IS IN THE AGGREGATE SUM OF
$8,852.91.

There is due approximately the sum of
FIFTY THOUSAND EIGHT & 26/100
($50,008.26) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-757081 - (WL)
4 T - 1/23, 1/30, 2/6
& 2/13/03 Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said
Township on Tuesday, January 28, 2003,
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”

Purpose: No person shall park a vehicle
at any time on Westfield Avenue, north
side, from the northwest corner of its
intersection with Forest Road to a point 52
feet west of Forest Road.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 11, 2003 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/30/03, The Times Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-11415-02

WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. JAMES H. GABRIEL,
ET AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED NOVEMBER 13, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY NINE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED TWENTY EIGHT & 66/100
($129,728.66).

The property to be sold is located in the
Town of Westfield in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 905 Harding Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 52 in Block 3601
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50

feet wide by 175.41 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the

northwesterly line of Harding Street, dis-
tant 67.50 feet from the northeasterly line
of Sherman Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY NINE THOUSAND
THREE-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR & 14/100
($139,364.14) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No. XRZ L 51176
CH-757099 - (WL)
4 T - 1/23, 1/30, 2/6
& 2/13/03 Fee: $193.80

ing, 24-4 first-quarter lead with
Klimowicz and Burke inflicting most
of the damage. When the Cougar
defense did not come out, Burke and
Gillooly passed into Klimowicz who
would slide in the layup.

In the second quarter, The Raiders
rocked the Cougars back on their
paws by scoring 13-points within the
first three minutes. Gillooly nailed a
25-footer and Klimowicz poked the
net with six.

At the break, Klimowicz led all
scorers with 17 points. The Raiders’
offense struck hard while the defense
continued its thievery in the third
quarter and pushed the lead to 59-18.
Coach Homm called upon Elizabeth
DeCataldo, Kit Kat Dill, McCoy,
Christene DeLuca and Megan
Makely to lead the final charge in the
fourth quarter to seal the victory.

The Raiders’ consistent success has

come through the steady leadership
of Co-Captains Russell and senior
forward Lindsay Pennella, who also
contributed four points.

“We have a lot of young players on
this team and sometimes I need to
step up when we lose our composure
during some of the tough games,”
said Pennella. “Anytime we get a
chance, everyone has to just encour-
age everyone else.”

The schedule definitely does not
get any easier for the Lady Raiders as
Columbia and Shabazz wait in the
wings.

“We take everything one game at a
time. We know the bigger games are
coming in the future, but we have to
get through each game one by one;
we never overlook an opponent,”
promised Klimowicz.
Cranford (4-10)   4 10   4 18 36
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 24 17 18   4 63

THOMAS SINKS 27 POINTS, HITS 9-OF-14 FROM LINE

Blue Knight Boys Out-Joust
Raider Basketballers, 68-59

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nature always seems to have its
balances and sometimes it brings good
tidings and sometimes it delivers bad
tidings. This season, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team has been experiencing both
ends of the spectrum.

The good news is, with four juniors,
one sophomore and a freshman, all
Raider starters and the No. 6 man will
return next year with plenty of experi-
ence. The bad news is, with the present
inexperience, the Raiders took their
lumps and slipped to 2-12 on January
23 in Scotch Plains by losing to 4-8
Irvington, 68-59.

“We a going through growing up
and learning how to play,” pointed out
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty. “This
is not an easy conference to learn how
to play in. They are getting better.
Unfortunately, the scoreboard is not
showing it.”

Back to the good news, Raider fresh-
man Lance Thomas led all scoring
with 27 points and, after a slow start,
hit 9-of-14 from the line – 8-for-11 in
the fourth quarter. Additionally, he led
the Raiders with 11 rebounds. Junior
point-guard Sean Fuller, who assisted
Thomas on several of his layups, net-

ted 14 points and totaled five assists.
“He’s good, flat out good! He scored

27 against a Watchung Conference
team,” expressed Doherty of Thomas.
“Not many people in the whole con-
ference score 27 points. He’s a special
kid!”

Although the Blue Knights were
more successful in the first three quar-
ters, both teams finished with a 67
percent average from the foul line. The
Raiders hit 18-of-27 and the Blue
Knights hit 12-of-18.

“We’ve had trouble at the free throw
line,” said Doherty. “I’m not sure why.
We work at it. It could be a little mental
thing, get a little nervous, get pumped
up. They need to calm themselves
down.”

The Raiders jumped to an early 8-4
lead in the first quarter with three fluid,
driving layups from Thomas and a
jumper from Fuller but, from that point,
the Blue Knights got upon their horses
and galloped to the lead for good.
Shawn Colwell ignited Irvington’s
gallop by sinking nine of his 15 points
in that quarter and Ushman Ojibara,
who finished with nine points, added
a 3-pointer and a jumper.

The Blue Knights noticed that the
Raiders were telegraphing their passes
in the second quarter and took advan-
tage with several swipes that immedi-
ately led to points on the board that

gave Irvington a 15-9 advantage and
a 31-20 lead at the half. Fuller sank six
of his points in the quarter.

“That’s more instincts,” said Doherty
of his team’s telegraphing. “We don’t
pass very well. We don’t have too
many guards. People look at us. We are
big. We have a lot of big guys. We do
not have a lot of true guards.”

The Raiders exercised a bit of theft
early in the third quarter, creeping four
points closer, but the teams eventually
neutralized each other with 16 points
each. Thomas rolled in eight points
and sophomore Lakim Lockery added
a jumper and two free throws.
Irvington’s Andre Jean-Pierre, who fin-
ished with 18 points, banged in a 3-
pointer and three short jumpers.

Thomas’ driving style in the fourth
quarter forced the Blue Knights to
foul, giving him plenty of time to relax
and score at the charity line. However,
Jean-Pierre nailed another 3-pointer
and two free throws, Colewell buck-
eted two layups and a free throw and
Jerrell Wilburn hit two jumpers to keep
the Raiders in check until the final
buzzer.

Although they have had a tough
start, Doherty stated, “We are not wait-
ing for next year. We are starting the
season over. We play Cranford tomor-
row. We are looking to pick up some
wins that we thought we should have
had the first time.”
Irvington 16 15 16 21 68
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 11   9 16 23 59

UC Mat Tourney Set
For February 7 and 8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 28th Union County (UC) An-
nual Wrestling Tournament has been
set for Friday, February 7, and Satur-
day, February 8, at Union High School
and promises several fine match ups.
This year, defending champion,
Roselle Park, is expected get some
stiff competition from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Rahway and Westfield.

The Roselle Park Panthers, who
have won the tournament six straight
years, have won eight team champi-
onships since 1990. The other team
champions during that time were:

Rahway (1995 and 1996), Union
(1994) and Westfield (1990 and 1992).

The last Westfield Blue Devil wres-
tler to win the Outstanding Wrestler
(OW) Award was Paul Jordan in 1992.
The last Governor Livingston High-
lander to win the award was Tim
Marcantonio in 2000. The SP-F Raid-
ers have not had an OW recipient
during the time period of 1990 to the
present, but do have some prospects
this season.

Last year, Raider Head Coach Dave
Bello was named the UC Coach of the
Year at the tournament – he also was
named in 1998. In 2001, Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz received those
honors. Raider coach Mike Artigliere
(1999), GL Highlander coach John
Mineo (1994) and Blue Devil coach
Don MacDonald (1990) were the
other local coaches to receive the
award. Raider coaches Len Zanowicz
(1993) and Mike Sorrentino (1990)
and Blue Devil coach Gary Kehler
(1987) were recipients of the presti-
gious T. Ralph “Pug” Williams Award.

Below are some individuals who
plan to be in the mix in each weight
class (according to their lowest certi-
fied weight):

105-lbs: Darian Caldwell (Rahway
[R]) and Rob Mench (Westfield [W])

114-lbs: Ross Baldwin (New Provi-
dence [NP]), Joe Blackford (Roselle
Park [RP]), Ed McCray (R).

121-lbs: Steve Mineo (SPF), Jon
Reedy (NP), Amin Queen [2002 UC
Champ] (Elizabeth)

127-lbs: Derek Francavilla [2002
UC Champ] (SPF), Amin Queen (E),
Joe DeCampo (Westfield [W])

132-lbs: Nick Zangari (RP), Chris
Taglia (Cranford[C]), Jake Kramer (W)

137-lbs: Chuck Mueller (Union),
Eric Connolly (SPF), Ethan Powell
(W), Tim Vanderveer (GL)

142-lbs: Bob Dent (RP), Mike
Fullowan (GL), Tom DelDuca (W)

147-lbs: Lee Tomasso (W), Jim
Garrison (RP) or 154-lbs.

154-lbs: Sean Horton (R), Malcolm
Jackson (E), Dan MacDonald (W),
Brendan Small (C)

162-lbs: Charlie Bachi (SPF), Alex
Nowak (J), Ben Binko (RP), Al
Montesdeoca (R)

173-lbs: Andrew Silber (SPF), Mike
Rodriguez (R), Chris Winter
(Johnson)

191-lbs: Dan Zika [2002 UC
Champ] (B), Shane Mallory (NP),
Marc Fabiano (SPF)

217-lbs: Shawn Coughlin (GL),
Chris Bouthoutses (RP), Steve
Carbone (C)

Heavyweight: Matt Loomis (SPF),
Ronnell Orr (Linden).

SCHEDULE:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7:

Preliminary 5 p.m.
Quarterfinals 7:30 p.m.
Consolation Pre 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8:
Semifinals 10 a.m.
Consolations 10 a.m.
Consolation Semis 11:30 a.m.
Consolation 3rd/5th 2 p.m.
Finals 4 p.m.

GL Gets 1st, Blue Devils 2nd
In UC Girls Indoor Track

The Governor Livingston High
School girls track team successfully
defended its title by legging out the
second-placed Westfield girls for the
Union County Girls Indoor Track and
Field Championships at Dunn Cen-
ter in Elizabeth on January 27. The
Highlanders had a total of 49 points
and the Blue Devils totaled 38. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood tied for 11th with
Linden, totaling eight points.

Senior Megs DiDario gave the High-
landers the biggest boost. DiDario
crossed the line first in the one-mile
run with a time of 5:33.9, crossed first
in the two-mile run with a time of

12:09.4, placed third in the 440-yard
run with a time of 1:06.7 and an-
chored the 440-yard relay team, along
with Chrissy McCurdy, Cara Abitante
and Christine Sidie, that tied for first
with the Blue Devil foursome of
Jennell Carter, Jessica Lee, Annie
Onishi and anchor Emily MacNeil
with a time of 4:35.2.

MacNeil caught everyone’s atten-
tion when she threatened the meet
record of 2:26.8 in the 880-yard run,
crossing first in 2:27.1. Blue Devil
Onishi finished second in the event
with a time of 2:31.4, Highlander
Sidie came in third at 2:34.2 and Blue
Devil Meg Driscoll finished fourth at
2:34.7.

Highlander Meredith Talbot
crossed fourth in the one-mile run at
5:52 followed by Blue Devil Deenie
Quinn at 5:58.1. Blue Devil Kathleen
Salmond crossed fourth in the two-
mile run at 12:30.2 and Raider Laura
Harrison crossed sixth at 13:09.3.
Highlander Liz Iorio finished fourth
in the high jump with a height of 4’8”
and Blue Devil Ja’Net Tiller crossed
sixth in the 60-yard dash with a time
of 7.7. The Raiders grabbed third in
the 4x440 with a time of 4:39.8.

TOP 7 TEAMS:
1. Governor Livingston 49, 2.

Westfield 38, 3. Kent Place 31.5, 4.
Elizabeth 30, 5. Summit 25, 6. Cranford
24, 7. Plainfield 14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, January 28, 2003 the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF $200,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY DE-
PARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE MILLING AND TOP
COURSE PAVING OF
WESTFIELD ROAD FROM
NORTH AVENUE TO
WESTFIELD AVENUE (JOINT
VENTURE WITH BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD)

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO AMEND
TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE 7-3.3
(T.O. 7-3.3) SPECIFICALLY A
PORTION AMENDING SCHED-
ULE I TO RESTRICT PARKING
IN FRONT OF THE FANWOOD-
SCOTCH PLAINS YMCA

ORDINANCE AMENDING
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDI-
NANCE SECTION 23-4.2C,
PERMITTED AREA MODIFI-
CATIONS

were duly passed on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/30/03, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

In compliance with NJSA 10:4-8D (Open
Public Meetings Act) the Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission wishes to
advise the public of its meeting dates for
the remainder of 2003 in the Administra-
tive Conference Room, Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 P.M.

February 5 – Special Meeting to
discuss Prospect Gardens at the

request of the Board of Adjustment

Regular Meetings
February 24

March 24
April 28
May 19
June 23
July 28

August 25
September 29

October 27
November 17
December 15

Claire Gray, Secretary
Historic Preservation Commission

1 T - 1/30/03, The Leader Fee: $26.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-11680-01

BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE,
PLAINTIFF vs. SONIA NEWMAN, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 31, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
FEBRUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED
NINTY ONE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED
FIFTY SEVEN & 71/100 ($291,957.71).

The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 206 NORTH FLO-
RENCE AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JER-
SEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 32 in Block No. 2704.
Dimension of Lot: approximately 100

feet wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Hancock Street.
Situate at a point on the northeasterly

sideline of North Florence Avenue at its
intersection with the northwesterly side-
line of Hancock Street North.

There is due approximately the sum of
THREE-HUNDRED EIGHTEEN THOUSAND
SIX-HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT & 63/100
($318,658.63) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756788 - (WL)
4 T - 1/9, 1/16, 1/23
& 1/30/03 Fee: $193.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2003, and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law N.J.S.A. (40 A:11-1 et seq.) requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services
without competitive bids be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey that Paul W. Ferriero, PE a
Professsional Engineer in the State of
New Jersey, be appointed as Consulting
Engineer to the Planning Board for the
period effective from January 1, 2003 to
December 31, 2003.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “Professional Ser-
vice” under the provisions of said Local
Public Contracts Law because the ser-
vices are of such a qualitative nature as
will not permit the receipt of competitive
bids due to the subjective difference in the
work product of such persons and the
fact that the ethical requirements of such
profession will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/30/03, The Times Fee: $30.09

East Side Boys Top
Blue Devil Cagers

The No. 9, 11-2, Newark East Side
boys basketball team topped Westfield,
72-49, in Newark on January 23. Dave
McSwain bucketed 25 points for the
Red Raiders and Joe Korfmacher led
the Blue Devils with 13 points.

McSwain netted 16 of his points in
the first half as the East Siders took a
40-23 lead. Eric Hayes sank nine points
and Jan Cocozziello hit eight while
Bobby Wilt and Tyshon Blackmon
each contributed six for 5-7 Westfield.
Westfield 14   9   8 18 49
East Side 23 17 14 18 72

Vikings Cagers Tip
Highlanders in OT

An inspired group of Union Catho-
lic High School basketball boys sur-
prised the once-defeated Governor
Livingston boys, 42-41, in overtime
in Berkeley Heights on January 24.
Senior guard Greg Crudup rolled in a
layup with 18 seconds remaining in
overtime to give the 4-7 Vikings sweet
victory.

The 4-7 Vikings had a big rally in
the fourth quarter to send the game
into overtime. Senior Highlander for-
ward Doug Caruso led all scoring
with 12 points and teammate John
Tully tallied 11 points. Joey Adydzik
led the Vikings with nine points and
Crudup finished with seven points.
Union Catholic   6 10   5 16  5 42
Gov. Liv. (9-2)   8   5 15   9  4 41

GL Cagers Unsettle
Pioneer Boys, 42-38

Always a rivalry, a showdown be-
tween the hosting Pioneers of New
Providence and the Governor
Livingston High School boys bas-
ketball team ended in the Highland-
ers’ favor, 42-38. Senior Doug Caruso
led the 9-1 Highlanders with 13 points
while Mike Kretschmer and Mike
Conte led the 1-8 Pioneers with 12
points each.

Tim Ringwood, who finished with
11 points, including three 3-point-
ers, nailed two of his 3-pointers in the
first quarter to give the Highlanders a
13-4 cushion.
Gov. Livingston 13   6 10 13 42
New Providence   4   9 14 11 38

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO BE IN THE HUNT…Head Wrestling Coach Glen Kurz, standing,
looks for his Blue Devils to be in the hunt for the Union County title. Kurz was
named Union County Wrestling Coach of the Year in 2001.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOUSTING WITH THE KNIGHTS…Raider guard Sean Fuller, No. 23, tries to
gallop through a host of Blue Knights as teammate Mike Walker, No. 11, hopes
for his success.
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Park Panthers Win a Thriller
Over Raider Matmen, 34-29

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Wrestlers Wobble
W. O. Mountaineers, 43-30

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Zangari’s leg in the air as the buzzer
blared.

The Panthers took a 12-8 lead when
140-lb. Joe Capone caught Raider
Rashawn Strong out of position and
recorded a fall in 2:34. The Panthers
squeezed out another team point
when 145-lb. Bob Dent was credited
with a takedown at the final buzzer to
grab a, 9-1, majority decision.

At 152-lbs., Panther Ben Binko
nudged Yoav Nudell, 7-4, and at 160-
lbs., Jim Garrison pinned Raider Tom
Gorian with a double arm bar in 1:23.
At 171-lbs., Charlie Bachi stopped
the Raiders’ bleeding by stacking
Panther Chris Lott with back, double
arm bar in 5:05.

Down, 25-14, the Raiders desper-
ately needed a pin at 189-lbs. Raider
Andrew Silber literally punished Pan-
ther Jason McGrady, whose sole mis-
sion was to stay off his back, and
Silber walked off the mat with a 5-0
decision.

The Raiders’ hopes were bolstered
and the Panther fans were shocked
when Fabiano tightened the team
score to 25-23 with his pin of
Bouthoutsos then a fired up Raider
heavyweight, Matt Loomis, wasted
no time pinning Dave Weiland in :42
with a wrenching corkscrew to give
the Raiders a 29-25 lead.

“I came out and was looking to see
what he would do. He tied up with me
and I got overhooks on him and
locked him up. In our room, when you
get both arms locked like that, you
know you are going to pin the guy,”
explained Loomis.

The Panthers regained the lead, 31-
29, when Kevin Blatt pinned Matt
Fleissner in 53 seconds and the out-
come of the match rested in the hands
of Panther standout Joe Blackford
and Raider Ronnie Ferrara. Ferrara
wrestled a valiant bout but was
decisioned 7-2.

“It’s one of the best matches I saw
him wrestle against a real good kid,”
said Scholz of Ferrara.

“This was the best match in Union
County for a long time,” said Loomis.
“It’s the way it should be!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Mineo (S) md. MacDermant,
14-2
125: — Francavilla (S) md. Delaurentis,
14-2
130: — Gura (RP) d. Ferrante, 5-3
135: — Zangari (RP) d. Connolly, 6-4
140: — Capone (RP) p. Strong, 2:34
145: — Dent (RP) md. Coyt, 9-1
152: — Binko (RP) d. Nudell, 7-4
160: — Garrison (RP) p. Gorian, 1:23
171: — Bachi (S) p. Lott, 5:05
189: — Silber (S) d. McGrady, 5-0
215: — Fabiano (S) p. Bouthoutsos,
3:02
Hwt: — M. Loomis (S) p. Weiland, :42
103: — Blatt (RP) p. Fleissner, :53
112: — Blackford (RP) d. Ferrara, 7-2

it. Coaches have been telling me how
to use my leverage.”

West Orange took a 12-6 lead with
a forfeit at 215-lbs. and a fall at heavy-
weight but it only took 103-lb. Rob
Mench 1:35 to tie the match by clamp-
ing Jeff Maswik with a cradle. At 112,
Sam Kramer put Westfield ahead, 18-
12, with a 32 second fall over Rob
Freda using a half nelson.

After the Blue Devils lost via fall at
119-lbs, senior Joe DeCampo got
them back on track with a rapid 38
second fall over 125-lb. Ken
Richardson using a convincing
cradle. Jake Kramer at 130-lbs. scored
three takedowns before rocking Larry
Petigrou with a cradle in 1:04.

After a slow start, being taken down
twice in the first period, 135-lb. Ethan
Powell closed his bout gap with Pat
Ford to 4-3 with a switch reversal near
the end of the period. Powell added a
takedown in the second period and a
reversal and a two-point tilt to win 9-
5 and to give Westfield a 33-17 lead.

“I’m a little disappointed. I was a
little sloppy,” said Powell humbly.
“This year, I have been working on a
fast start and got a couple of first
period pins but I’m disappointed.”

DelDuca was surprised somewhat
in his 140-lb. bout when Serab Apar
slipped around his takedown attempt
to add a takedown of his own. DelDuca
quickly regrouped with a quick re-
versal and put Apar to sleep with a
vicious cradle in 1:26.

“I took a high crotch and he slipped
right behind me. I went too fast. I was
too aggressive,” explained DelDuca
who elevated his record to 11-2. “I
had to regroup fast. I have been work-
ing the cradle and found it there when
he turned into my tilt.”

Tomasso was as tight as the stones
of the Pyramids in Egypt in his 145-
lb. bout with Joe Rollin. After scoring
a takedown and a reversal, he

squashed Rollins to the mat using
arm bars, tight waists and
hammerlocks to pound out a 12-1
majority decision.

“I’m pretty strong on top. I like
being there. I feel pretty comfortable.
The coaches tell me to keep working
them because it gets pretty tiring under
there when you are riding them that
long,” explained Tomasso.

In the biggest turnaround bout of
the evening, Blue Devil Dan
MacDonald caught 152-lb. Aaron
Preston with a pancake and nearly
got the hand slap from the referee but
Preston later turned the tables and
won the bout with a cradle in 4:31.

Summarizing with mixed emo-
tions, Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said, “On the bright side, we had
some individuals who have been
working hard in practice and con-
tinue to build on good seasons. On
the down side, we lacked intensity
and we seemed to underestimate our
opponents and that is something that
you can never do.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
189: — Johnson (W) p. Miloscia, 3:29
215: — Vic Palacios (WO) won forfeit
Hwt: — Rich Rodriguez (WO) p. Zack
Bullek, :20
103: — Mench (W) p. Maswik, 1:35
112: — S. Kramer (W) p. Freda, :32
119: — Tom Lorenzo (WO) tf. Craig
Hewit, 15-0, 4:19
125: — DeCampo (W) p. Richardson,
:38
130: — J. Kramer (W) p. Petigrou, 1:04
135: — Powell (W) d. Ford, 9-5
140: — DelDuca (W) p. Apar, 1:26
145: — Tomasso (W) md. Pollin, 12-1
152: — Preston (WO) p. MacDonald,
4:31
160: — Zack Dietrick (WO) md. Gil
Arbitsman, 13-3
171: — Ryan Fregans (WO) d. Joe
McCabe, 5-0

of the best things that we did was
trapping them. We ran a full-court
diamond press on them, got them to
turn the ball over and we turned them
into points. Their work ethics is great;
I can’t ask for harder work ethic. Their
spirits are up. They never hang their
heads and every time we come into a
game, they do believe that they can
win that game. What it all comes
down to is that they stay together. We
have three seniors. We’re young and
hopefully the way we are working at
it, things will turn for us.”

The determined and focused Blue
Devils went on a 11-0 romp in the first
period with DePalma tearing up the
net from down town while junior guard
Melissa Rosen and Sinnenberg each
hit their shots. Sinnenberg also hit
three of four from the free throw line.

The Blue Devils and the Red Raid-
ers traded nearly point for point in the
second quarter and both teams en-
tered the locker room with Westfield

holding a, 21-14 lead. Sinnenberg
remained on track from the foul line
for three points then hit on a two-
point jumper. DePalma and teammate
Venezia each hit their short set shots
and Katie Judd added one point from
the stripe.

The Blue Devils continued to kill
the Red Raiders in the third period
with the trap and their full-court press,
creating steals and turnovers that
netted 10 points while limiting
Eastside to eight. Once the final quar-
ter opened, the game was well in hand
when O’Neill took charge and scored
five points and Rock banged in four
points for the victory.

“We worked as a team and played
a great game,” said DePalma. “We
moved our feet excellently today, it
was wonderful. We trapped and got
them so flustered and it really worked
well for us.”
East Side (2-10)   0 14   8 11 33
Westfield (2-11) 11 10 10 13 44

Blue Devil Hoopsters Silence
Newark Eastside Girls, 44-33

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2001

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www. coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield. . . Beautiful fieldstone front 5 BR, 4 ½ BTH Colonial with
charm and character in “Brightwood by the Pond”.  Lrg FR addition
w/ vault ceil, LR w/ frplc, EIK, cozy office, scrn porch, RR & Au Pair
suite, 2 FRPLC, archways, embellished moldings, built-ins, wndw seat,
hwfls, CAC, 2 CG, .4 acre on quiet lane.  (WSF1004)  $899,000

Westfield. . . Meticulously renovated spacious 3 BR HM in
Wychwood.  New since 1998; EIK, new 2 ½ BTHS w/ skylt, refinished
HWFL, all new wndws & bay.  LR w/ frplc, lrg FR & SUNRM &
DEN.  Also new CAC, gas HT, plumbing, electric, roof, alarm sys.,
extensive patio, all new decor.  Charm abounds!  Easy walk to
elementary school.   (WSF1003)  $549,000

Westfield. . .Quality renovated, charming 4 BR home across from
Mindowaskin PK.  Cust. features:  updated KIT, vault ceil, skylt + rec
light.  All new 2 ½ BTH, newer oak trm wndws, refin HWFLS, beaut
nat wdwk, high ceiling, box beam in LR, fdr.  Great location for twn +
transp .  (WSF1008)  $739,000

Lady Vikings Down
Indian Cagers, 46-37

The Union Catholic High School
girls basketball team pulled away
from the 5-6 Rahway Indians in the
fourth quarter to gain a 46-37 victory
in Rahway on January 23. Center
Lauren Huber led the 9-3 Vikings
with 14 points and Chantae Small led
the Indians with 21 points and 13
rebounds.

Union Catholic held a slim, 22-20,
lead at the half and added just one
point to its lead in the third quarter
but Huber nailed six points in the
fourth quarter as the Vikings rumbled
to a 17-11 run. Stephanie Green scored
11 points and was 7-for-11 from the
line.
Union Catholic 12 10   7 17 46
Rahway 16   4   6 11 37

Blue Devil Boys Rap
Blue Knights, 57-48
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team picked up its third
victory in its last four outings by
rapping Irvington, 57-48, in Irvington
on January 21. Junior guard Jan
Cocozziello rolled in 25 points to
lead the 5-7 Blue Devils and senior
center Bobby Wilt scored 11 points.

Cocozziello pumped in 18 of his
points in the first half as the Blue
Devils took a 34-20 lead. Eric Hayes
scored 10 points, Tyshon Blackmon
and Bill Hearon each bucketed four
and Joe Korfmacher hit three.
Westfield 19 15 14   9 57
Irvington (3-8) 11   9 12 16 48

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ALWAYS AS IT SEEMS…Blue Devil Dan MacDonald, top, pancakes 152-
lb. Mountaineer Aaron Preston and nearly gets the fall but Preston later turned
the tables and pinned MacDonald. David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING TO GET 6 FOR THE TEAM…Raider Charlie Bachi, top, works
Panther Chris Lott around in the 171-lb. bout before stacking him with a back
double arm bar in 5:05.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield $679,900
New Colonial with a Victorian flair.  Approx 3,000 sq ft. will include 4
Bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half Baths, Eat-In Kitchen opens to Family Room
with fireplace, grand Living Room with bay window, Formal Dining
Room, Recreation Room, two-car attached garage.  (WSF1062)

Westfield $649,900
New Salt Box Colonial with open front porch.  Approximately 2,600 sq
ft. will include 4 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, Eat-In Kitchen open to Family
Room with fireplace, Living Room, Formal Dining Room, one-car
attached garage.  Your choice of Master Sitting Room, Computer Nook,
or two-story Foyer.  (WSF6933)

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1993-2001
Direct Dial: (908) 301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

Michael C. Buccola
 Realtor/Broker

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.com

Magnificent new 3,700+ - square foot colonial to be built on exclusive
new cul-de-sac featuring two story entrance foyer, family room with
fireplace, first floor bedroom and bath, master suite with sitting room.
Amenities include full brick front, masonry fireplace, 9’ ceilings and
hardwood floors on first floor, master bath with raised platform
whirlpool tub, two zone heat and air conditioning, paved driveway
with Belgian block curbing and more.  $929,900.

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA
WESTFIELD • New street of 14 homes                           priced from $629,900.
WESTFIELD • New colonial with third floor aupaire suite:                       $829,900.
SCOTCH PLAINS • Elegant 5,700 + - sq. ft. home on 2 acre lot:   $1,449,900.
SCOTCH PLAINS • New cul de sac with six home sites           from $699,900.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD • New street with eight new colonials     from $459,900.

Service

WESTFIELD

���������	
	����	����

Charming northside colonial in quiet family neighborhood featuring
4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths.  1st floor includes lovely living room with
custom fireplace and deep crown moldings, formal dining room, den,
hardwood floors and spacious 10 year old country kitchen with
skylight.  French sliding doors open to wrap around deck from kitchen
and den and deep private fenced-in backyard.  Three bedrooms on
2nd floor include large master bedroom suite with full bath.  4th
bedroom on 3rd floor has great expansion potential.  Finished basement
with laundry & storage areas.  Walk to Wilson & Roosevelt schools.
Priced to sell at $689,000.

���	�������	��	����

535 Parkview Avenue
By Appointment Only:

(H) 908.233.5692 or (W) 973.848.7397
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SP-F Raider Hoopsters Rout
Lady Minutemen, 50-34

The No. 7 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team
successfully demonstrated its domi-
nance in Union County by routing
No. 16 Elizabeth, 50-34, in Elizabeth
on January 21. The convincing vic-
tory elevated the Raiders’ record to
13-0 while the setback lowered the
Lady Minutemen’s record to 12-2.

Sophomore center Hillary
Klimowicz had a big day on both sides
of the ball, netting 20 points and grab-
bing 20 rebounds while making six
blocks. Sophomore point guard Jenny
Burke got the ball into the Raiders’
hands frequently with seven swipes
and set up several scores with 11 as-
sists while sinking four points herself.

The Raiders’ defense staggered the
Lady Minutemen and allowed their
offense to seize a 12-2 lead by the end
of the first quarter. Burke was able to
keep Elizabeth offensive star, senior

Gezel Virella, in check throughout
the game, limiting her to eight points.
The Lady Minutemen did, however,
recover in the second quarter with six
points from Ria Williams and four
from Natalie Eleazer to close the gap
to 20-14 by halftime.

Sophomore Maura Gillooly, who
finished with eight points, nailed a 3-
pointer and senior Jen Russell, who
finished with 10 points, sank a jumper
to get the Raiders rolling to a 15-13
third quarter advantage. Senior Lind-
say Pennella also contributed eight
points.

The Lady Minutemen’s other loss
was to No. 17 Shabazz on January 18.
The Raiders, who had defeated
Shabazz, 74-50, on January 7, are
scheduled to have a rematch with the
Bulldogs on February 4 in Newark.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12   8 15 15 50
Elizabeth   2 12 13   7 34

GL Gets 2nd, Vikings 5th
In MVC Boys Swim Meet

The Governor Livingston High
School boys swimming team finished
second in the Mountain Valley Con-
ference championships at Drew Uni-
versity in Madison on January 25
with a total of 243 behind the Oratory
boys who took first with a total of
308. Union Catholic finished fifth
with a total of 132.

Highlanders Paul Ebert, Matt
Bocian, Steve Rubino and Eric
Bernston set a meet record in the 400-
yard freestyle relay with a time of
3:40.72, breaking the former record
of 3:42.43 set by Oratory in 1998.
The foursome of Rubino, Ebert, Craig
Bostwick and Kyle Pafford touched
first in the 200-yard medley relay
with a time of 1:50.84.

Highlander Ebert touched first in
the 200-yard freestyle at 1:55.66 and
Rubino finished third at 2:04.89.

Ebert also touched third in the 100-
freestyle at 50.82. Bostwick took third
in the 200-individual medley at
2:18.37, Rubino touched fifth in the
100-backstroke at 1:03.46 and
Bernston got fifth in the 100-breast-
stroke at 1:11.45. Bocian finished
sixth in the 50-freestyle at 24.61. GL
also took second in the 200-freestyle
relay at 1:40.59.

Union Catholic Viking Mike Hec-
tor took top honors in the 100-butter-
fly with a time of 57.78 followed by
Highlander Bostwick at 1:00.81. Vi-
king Anthony D’Errico took fifth in
the event at 1:23.32. Hector also
touched fifth in the 50-freestyle at
24.57. The Vikings placed fourth in
the 200-freestyle relay at 1:48.64,
fifth in the 400-freestyle relay at
4:46.8 and sixth in the 200-medley
relay at 2:12.77.

GL Gets 2nd; Vikings, 3rd
In MVC Girls Swimming

The Governor Livingston High
School girls swimming team totaled
280 points to place second in the
Mountain Valley Conference (MVC)
championships at Drew University in
Madison on January 25. The Union
Catholic girls finished third with a
total of 153 and Mount St. Mary, with
a total of 419, won the conference
title for the eight-straight year.

GL Highlander Sandy Zaeh set a
meet record in the 100-yard freestyle
with a time of 53.91, topping the former
record of 54.53 set in 1997 by Oak
Knoll’s Kate Slonacker. Zaeh also
touched first in the 200-yard freestyle
with a time of 1:58.46 followed by UC
Viking Jennifer Hand who touched at
2:01.46. Viking Beth Deresz finished
fifth in the event at 2:06.86.

Hand did her thing in the 500-yard
freestyle, setting a new meet record
with a time of 5:17.15 to top the
former time of 5:23.01 that she set in
2002. Teammate Bridget Koza came
in fifth in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 1:05.46. The Vikings also
placed third in the 200-medley relay
at 2:04.16, fourth in the 400-freestyle
relay at 3:58 and sixth in the 200-
freestyle relay at 1:57.4.

Highlander Moira Price took top
honors in the 50-yard freestyle with a
time of 25.41. Jen Pflug touched sec-
ond in the 100-breaststroke with a
time of 1:09.96 and Mary Jane
Pijanowski at 1:15.48 and Kate Zaeh
at 1:16.09 touched fifth and sixth,

respectively. Pflug also touched sec-
ond in the 200-individual medley at
2:19.14 followed by Kate Hansen at
2:19.68. Hansen also placed third in
the 100-freestyle at 1:05.06 and Price
finished sixth at 1:06.5.

The Highlanders also touched sec-
ond in the 400-freestyle relay with a
time of 3:47.61, second in the 200-
medley relay at 1:56.16 and third in
the 200-free relay at 1:48.3.

AMERICAN LEGION AWARD WINNER…Josh Zucker was the recipient of
the Ray Bailey Memorial Trophy, an award presented by the Westfield American
Legion, Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 to the Westfield High School senior football
player with the highest scholastic average. Josh, a starting cornerback on a squad
that finished 7-3, had 45 tackles, two fumble recoveries and one interception.
Pictured, left to right, are: coaches Joe Arvena and Ed Tranchina, Zucker and
coaches Ron Barner, Ken Miller and Greg Gorski.

Westfield. . . Come celebrate easy living in this
beautifully appointed Brightwood section Colonial
built in 2001.  With virtually every modern
convenience at your fingertips and the detail and charm
of yesteryear, it is hard to resist this elegant home.
Starting with the grand two-story foyer, to the spacious
4 Bedrooms and a Master Bedroom Sitting Room /
Office and Master Bathroom with Jacuzzi tub, this
home is a must see.  (WSF6937)  $839,900

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Kelly A. Harrington
Home: 908.232.1601
Cell: 908.419.9014
Fax: 908.232.0099
E mail: harrington.k@att.net

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

SP-F PAL Keep Rolling
In Youth Basketball

The SP-F PAL fifth grade boys bas-
ketball team recorded two victories
last week to improve their record to 8-
3. The sixth graders topped Long
Hill, 61-54, the undefeated seventh
graders added two wins, the 7th/8th
girls lost to Madison, 34-26, and the
5th/6th girls lost to Cranford, 20-16

The fifth graders defeated Long Hill,
46-28. Sterling Gibbs bucketed 13
points and Charles Oliver contributed
12 while Donavon Garrett chipped in
with eight. In the 39-37, overtime vic-
tory against Hillsborough, Doran
Nelson nailed a lay-up to send the
game into overtime. The PALs held
Hillsborough to one point in the extra
period. Oliver finished with 22 points,
Gibbs contributed eight and Garrett
nailed three points.

Against Long Hill, sixth grader
Brandon Boyd and Brandon Harris
led the attack with 14 points each,
Reggie Solomon scored 12 and Ryan
Brown netted eight points.

The 7th grade boys whipped Union,
61-57. Ashton Gibbs led all scorers
with 26 points, Jameel Grace scored
15 and Mike Divizio scored eight
points. PAL trounced the North
Brunswick A team, 56-24. Gibbs
pumped in 24 points, Grace scored 14
points, Divizio scored eight and Kyle
Mihanski chipped in six points.

Against Madison, the 7/8th grade
girls got 11 points from Kaitlin

Denker. Daneen Easley and Kendra
Spady scored six points each.

Against Cranford, 5th/6th grader
Jaclyn Law led the scoring with eight
points, Kaitlin Denker contributed
six and Cassie Zitto hit for two points.

Westfield Y SPARKS Begin
Rhythmic Gymnastics Season

The Westfield Y rhythmic gym-
nastics team, the SPARKS, competed
in the Winterfest at the Somerset
Hills YMCA on January 11. This was
the team’s first competition for 2003.
Under the guidance of coach, Tamara
Ivankova, the team will travel to
State Championship meets for New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and
the regional meet to be held in Mary-
land.

Rhythmic gymnastics is a sport
that combines dance and gymnas-
tics with the use of hoops, balls,
ropes, ribbons, and clubs. It began in
Scandinavia in the 19th century and
was originally intended to provide
an overall fitness program for girls
and women and is now an Olympic
sport.

SPARKS level 6 gymnasts com-
peted in floor exercise, hoop, ball
and rope. Cleo Chou took first place
in the Senior Division (ages 14 and

up) with a total score of 28.05. Erika
Kuck took second place in the Jun-
ior Division (ages 12 and 13) with a
total of 27.75. Samantha Greco took
sixth in the Junior Division with a
total of 25.9.

Level 7 gymnasts, Kristi Gayara
and Stephanie King, performed an
exhibition routine at the close of
competition for the spectators’ en-
tertainment. Level 5 gymnast,
Sophie Chou, did not compete but
attended in support of her teammates.

The rhythmic gymnastics program
at The Westfield Y offers beginners’
skills classes, pre-team classes and
competitive team training. For more
information about SPARKS or the
rhythmic gymnastics program,
please contact Joanne McKeown at
The Westfield Y, (908) 233-2700 ex-
tension no. 258.

Viking Cagers Chill
Highlander Girls

The Union Catholic High School
girls basketball team surged in the
fourth quarter to secure a 45-34 vic-
tory over Governor Livingston in
Scotch Plains on January 24. Junior
Lauren Huber led the 10-3 Viking
charge with 14 points and senior guard
Meagan Butler led the 4-7 Highland-
ers with 12 points.

The Vikings owned the first quarter
but the Highlanders raced to a 16-10
run to take a 23-22 lead at the half.
The Vikings settled any questions in
the fourth quarter with a 16-8 run.
Amanda Kelly netted 11 points,
Ashley Whittmore had nine and Ali
Farawell sank six for the Vikings.
Margy Goodspeed and Rebecca
Ringwood each put in 10 for the
Highlanders.
Gov. Livingston   5 16   5   8 34
Union Catholic 12 10   7 16 45

St. Helen’s Girls Win
Two More in Hoops
The St. Helen’s of Westfield 7/8

grade girls basketball team improved
its record to 21-3 by beating St. Bart’s
of New Brunswick, 53-11, and St.
Elizabeth of Linden, 45-15.

Against St. Bart’s, Kathryn Ruhno led
the way with 13 points while Stephanie
Slodyczka had 12 points and 19 re-
bounds. Gabrielle O’Leary had seven
points, Alli Macdonald had six points
and Claire Bennett had five points and
a season team-high 24 rebounds. Allison
Oberlander and Krissy Wendel netted
four points each. Rose Driscoll had two
points and three assists.

Against St. Elizabeth, Breanne
Defalco had 11points and eight re-
bounds. Ruhno sank 10 points, Erin
Miller had eight points and Danielle
Infantino and Macdonald had four
points each. Bennett had four points
and 12 rebounds. Driscoll and
O’Leary had two points each, split-
ting time running the offense from
the point guard position. Slodyczka
had two points and 12 rebounds.

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue W. • (908) 233-0065

Over 1.5 acres of lovely grounds surrounds this 3brm, 3bth brick ranch. 
An additional 750 SF garage, ideal as studio, home office or workshop, 
complements a lovely home w/expansive windows, natural wood 
molding & ample closet space. A living room w/stone fpl, dining rm w/ 
leaded glass windows & an updated kitchen w/breakfast rm is matched 
by a separate area w/family rm w/built-ins, full bath & bedroom that has 
great mother/daughter potential. A fabulous bsmt w/rec rm, laundry rm 
& full bath adds to your living space. Other features include a 2 car att 
garage, delightful enclosed porch & beautifully landscaped prop. 
Presented for $850,000. Call me for additional details or to make an 
appointment to view this home & property. 

 
Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1977 - 2001 
(908) 233-6417, Direct Dial 

Paid Bullentin Board

Coldwell’s Hye-Young Choi
 Sees no Slowdown in Sight
WESTFIELD — Low interest rates,

strong buyer demand and limited in-
ventory resulted in another record
year for local home sales. Hye Young
Choi, The Top
sales Associate
for the
C o l d w e l l
B a n k e r
Westfield Of-
fice sees no
slowdown in
sight.

“We have al-
ready begun
the new year on
the same pace
as last,” reports
Hye-Young.

“Buyer cli-
ents are calling,
asking about
availabili ty.
Sellers are anx-
ious to take ad-
vantage of the
increased eq-
uity rising prices have built into their
homes.” Despite an approximate 15%
increase in housing values during the
past year, interest rates hovering
around the 6% mark keeps the
affordability factor down for most
buyers.

Entering the 19th year in the real
estate business, Hye-Young has thrived
in all types of markets. She has reached
the NJAR Million Dollar Club Gold

level for 15
consecutive
years (1987-
2001). She has
been recog-
nized as the #1
associate in the
area’s premier
office for the
past 9 years.
Hye-Young has
also received
national recog-
nition from
C o l d w e l l
Banker as an
International
P re s iden t ’s
Elite member,
a designation
reserved for
less than 1% of
all Coldwell

Banker agents in the country.
Coldwell Banker’s Westfield of-

fice is a member of the NRT family of
companies. NRT Incorporated, the
nations leading residential real estate
brokerage company, is a subsidiary of
Cendent Corporation (NYSE:CD).

TOP SALES ASSOCIATE... Hye-Young
Choi (left) is pictured with  President,
COO, Maureen Passerini (right).
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley

Expect More

(908) 301-2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Business (908) 233-5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Charming 3 bedroom Cape Cod in Scotch Plains boasting  an

eat-in Kitchen, hardwood floors, beautiful archways, new

roof and updated baths.  (WSF 1037)   Offered for $315,000. 

This 3 Bedroom Scotch Plains Colonial set on almost a half 

acre offers an eat-in Kitchen, large formal rooms, Mudroom, 

Recroom, Den & more! (WSF 1072)   Offered for $329,900. 

Elegant is this 11 room brick Center Hall Colonial displaying 

traditional architecture and magnificent appointments.  The 

formal rooms create an ideal setting for entertaining and 

everyday living. WSF 6969)           Offered for $1,995,000. 

This 9 room Center Hall Colonial, located on one of West-

field’s most sought after streets, offers Formal Living and 

Dining Rooms, updated Eat- in Kitchen, custom built - ins and 

hardwood floors.  (WSF 0903)              Offered for $699,900. 

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S PREMIER 2001

Greater Bergen ‘Y’ Sinks
FSPY ‘B’ Girls, 108-96

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA girls B swim team were topped,
108-96, by the Greater Bergen Y on
December 21. The outcome was un-
decided until late in the meet.

In the Individual Medley, 9-10s
Anissa Tweddel and Julia Ross took
second and third place, respectively;
(11-12s) Melissa Desnoyers and Julie
Disch took 2-3 in the 200 IM. (13-14)
Christina Colon touched third with a
time of 2:38.54.

In freestyle, (8Us) Molly
O’Halloran, Emma Cavaliere, Taylor
Aljain, Melissa Whittaker and
Caroline Ross had great efforts in the
50-yards. (9-10) Taylor Guiffre took
third in the 100 free while Nicole
Buzzanca and Angelica Ewaska had
strong swims. Bianca Pacheco and
Alison Haggan took second and third,
respectively, in the (11-12) 100 free;
Rebecca Clapp and Melissa
Fitzgibbon also swam well. Danielle
Zoller (13-14) and Rachel Dolgin
(15-18) took third in 200-freestyle.

In breaststroke, (8U) Hannah
Greaney took third; (9-10) Guiffre
and Kirsten Carbone touched one-
two. (11-12) Emily O’Halloran took
second; teammates Lindsay
Hauptman and Amanda Gianni did
well, while Elizabeth Peach and Kim
Kleisch finished 1-2 in the second

heat. Colon (13-14), and Sarah
Schwartz (15-18) took second.

In backstroke, (8U) Greaney fin-
ished third overall with a time of
28.89; (9-10s) J. Ross and Carbone
grabbed first and third, respectively.
(11-12s) Desnoyers and Pacheco took
first and second and Kim Many swam
well. (11-12s) Cheryl Monteiro, Julia
Weigel and Katie Gartner finished 1-
2-3 in the second heat. (13-14s)
Caitlin Daly touched third; Christine
Albanese-Demair, Carol Monteiro
and Hayley Middleton swam well.
(15-18) Dolgin and Brittany Adisano
took first and second with times of
1:16.77 and 1:18.40, respectively.

In butterfly, Cavaliere touched first
while Aljain took third. (9-10)
Tweddel finished first; (11-12s) Julie
Disch and Emily O’Halloran claimed
first and second narrowly edging out
Haggan. (13-14) Danielle Zoller took
third. Casey Griffin and Jillian Hobson
had strong efforts.

In medley relay, (8Us) Aljain,
O’Halloran, Cavaliere and Greaney,
(9-10s) Tweddel, Ross, Guiffre and
Ewaska, (11-12s) Desnoyers,
O’Halloran, Pacheco and Disch, (13-
14s) Casey Griffin, Colon, Carol
Monteiro and Zoller, and (15-18s)
Dolgin, Schwartz, Judy Wicker-
Briscoe and Adisano all placed first.

FSPY Swim Boys Defeat
Red Bank, Somerset Hills

On January 25 the FSPY boys Pira-
nhas defeated Red Bank, 75-73, and
Somerset Hills, 75-72.

In individual medley, (9-10s), Ryan
Cleary placed fourth at 1:28:89. In
the 200 IM, Zach Peart (11-12) took
first with 2:38:78, and Jon Feely sec-
ond. (13-14) John Guiffre placed third
with 2:34:81.

(8Us) took 1-2 in the 50 freestyle
with Greg Baliko’s 34:30, and Joe
Dunn’s 34:51. (9-10s) Michael
Henkels and Tim Foster placed 2-3 in
the 100 free. (11-12s) Erik Walker
placed first in the 100 free with
1:03:51 and Donny Keenan took third
with 1:06:25. Scotty Marino (13-14)
took first in the 200 free with 2:02:92
and Daniel Livolsi third with 2:09:77.

In breaststroke, (8Us) John Boyle
placed first with 26:12 and Keith
Cleary fourth. Ben Smith (9-10) took
second in 50 breast with 44.92 and

Patrick Keenan did well. S. Marino
(13-14) placed first in the 100 breast
and Brian O’Donnell, fourth.

For backstroke, (8U) Keith
Monteiro placed first with 23.72. (9-
10) R. Cleary took third in the 50
back with 39.06. In the 100 back, Jon
Kosenick (11-12) placed third with
37.65. (13-14s) John Guiffre took
third and Matt Green fourth.

Butterflyer Matt DeBiasse (8U)
took third with 24.10. (9-10s) Tim
Foster and Cameron Kupfer placed
third and fourth. (11-12) J. Feely
placed first with 31.02 in the 50 fly.
(13-14) D. Livolsi placed third in the
100 fly with 1:10:35.

Winning medley relay teams were
(8Us) DeBiasse, Baliko, Dunn and R.
Hobson, (11-12s) Peart, O’Donnell,
Feely and D. Livolsi, and (13+) Green,
S. Marino, Hauptman and Guiffre.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-12731-97

JAMES STEIN, GERALDINE RUSSELL &
JANET YOUNG, PLAINTIFF vs. MELINDA
SLEDGE, ET AL, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 22, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
FEBRUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT & 64/100
($108,008.64).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 10 Grove Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201.

Tax Lot No. 574 in Block 13.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)

33.33 feet wide by 69.79 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the

westerly side of Grove Street, 142.64
feet from the northerly side of Rahway
Avenue.

Sale is subject to Open Taxes
$994.14; includes interest to 11/20/
02, Open Water/Sewer $327.79; in-
cludes interest to 11/20/02, for a total
amount due and owing of $1,321.93;
plus any accrued interest and sub-
sequent taxes as they may become
due.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN THOUSAND
TWO-HUNDRED EIGHTEEN & 46/100
($157,218.46) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No. XCZ 35475
CH-757066 - (WL)
4 T - 1/9, 1/16, 1/23
& 1/30/03 Fee: $210.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-9849-02

ALTEGRA CREDIT COMPANY, PLAIN-
TIFF vs. MARK A. YOUNG, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED NOVEMBER 19, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWO THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED &
29/100 ($102,700.29).

Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and
State of New Jersey

Premises commonly known as 427
Catherine Street, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey 07201

BEING KNOWN as LOT 397, BLOCK 8,
on the official Tax Map of the City of
Elizabeth

Dimensions: 25 feet by 100 feet by 25
feet by 100 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Bond Street
The Sheriff hereby reserves the

right to adjourn this sale without
further notice by publication.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, mu-
nicipal liens or other charges, and
any such taxes, charges, liens, in-
surance premiums or other ad-
vances made by plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested parties are to
conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascer-
tain whether or not any outstanding
interest remain of record and/or have
priority over the lien being foreclosed
and, if so the current amount due
thereon.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINE THOUSAND TWO-
HUNDRED FIFTY & 47/100 ($109,250.47)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 210
51 Haddonfield Road
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
CH-757100 - (WL)
4 T - 1/23, 1/30, 2/6
& 2/13/03 Fee: $228.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5023-98

DELTA FUNDING CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. JOSE VALDIVIEZO AND
LUCY VALDIVIEZO, HIS WIFE; RAUL
IDROVO, ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MARCH 10, 2000 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
FEBRUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED
SEVEN THOUSAND ONE-HUNDRED NINTY
TWO & 84/100 ($207,192.84).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 142 Orchard
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block 13,
Lot 1064.

The dimensions are 24 feet wide by 175
feet long.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the
southerly line of Orchard Street, 390.32
feet from the easterly line of Chilton Street.

Prior lien(s): Subject to unpaid taxes
and municipal liens. Amount due will be
announced at the Sheriff’s Sale or is
available upon written request to plaintiff’s
attorneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND
FORTY TWO & 42/100 ($280,042.42) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-755180 - (WL)
4 T - 1/9, 1/16, 1/23
& 1/30/03 Fee: $201.96

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHOOPING IT UP…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School music director Vinny
Turturiello and his band enjoyed playing before a packed house as the Raider girls
basketball team defeated Cranford, 63-36 in Scotch Plains on January 24.
Although still a very young team, the Lady Raiders are ranked fifth in New Jersey
and sport a 15-0 record as of January 24.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of

Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, February 10, 2003 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeals for variance from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance:

Prospect Gardens, L.L.C., 247-259
Prospect Street Block 2504, Lot 3, 4,
and 5 seeking permission to construct
10 Townhouse units and detached ga-
rage and related site improvements and
site plan approval of same. Applicant
proposes to use 3 residential lots in the
RM-6 Zone. This requires a use vari-
ance. Seeking the following variances
from List of New C.40:55D-70 c. and d.
Variances Requested:

Section 11.12 E1.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum gross area pro-
posed is 35,692 square feet. Ordi-
nance requires 4,000 square feet
each (x10)=40,000 square feet.

Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum area within first
134 feet of depth proposed is ±26,800
square feet. Ordinance requires 4,000
square feet each (x10)=40,000
square feet.

Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum width proposed
is 200 feet. Ordinance requires 30
feet per unit (x10)=300 feet.

Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum frontage pro-
posed is 200 feet. Ordinance requires
30 feet per unit (x10)=300 feet.

Section 12.04F.1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Maximum building cover-
age (without deck) proposed is 33.8%/
12,072 square feet. Ordinance al-
lows 20%/<4,000 square feet.

Section 12.04 E.2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Maximum Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) or total habitable floor area
proposed is 39.2%/13,985 square feet.
Ordinance allows 25%/<8,000 square
feet.

Section 12.04 G of the Land Use
Ordinance. Maximum all improvements
coverage proposed is 76.6%/27,330
square feet. Ordinance allows 30%/
<8,000 square feet.

Section 13.01 G1.c. of the Land Use
Ordinance. Accessory structure side
yard setback proposed is 5 feet. Or-
dinance requires 10 feet.

NJUCC requires one handicap space
be van accessible of 18 feet by 16
feet. Applicant proposes 20 feet by 13
feet.

Section 17.03B1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Parking area proposed is
in front yard. Ordinance prohibits park-
ing in front yard.

Section 17.03C6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Parking area driveway
setback proposed is zero. Ordinance
requires 5 feet.

Section 17.11 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Screening for parking area
proposed is none. Ordinance requires
screening of parking area.

Section 17.10 E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Height of lighting fixture pro-
posed is 16 feet. Ordinance allows a
15 feet maximum.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959
North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from
requirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/30/03, The Leader Fee: $82.11
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PUBLIC NOTICE                            PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday,

February 10, 2003 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Robert and Beth Kirsch, 875 Willow Grove Road seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.06E.7. and 13.02C1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Applicants propose a rear yard setback of 15 feet. Ordinance
requires 35 feet. Applicants propose to retain a deck in a side yard.

F & J Foot Inc., 112, 112 ½ and 114 Cacciola Place, Block 4001, Lot 2 seeking
certification that the property is an-existing nonconforming use (multi-family). In the
event the certification cannot be proved, the applicant is requesting a use variance
(and site plan approval) for seven units (6 units and a manager’s office) and request
variances from the following sections of the Land Use Ordinance:

List of existing nonconforming zoning conditions:

Section 11.16A.5. permits only specific multi-family residences and the type
requested is not listed among those permitted.

Section 11.16D prohibited all uses not specifically permitted.

Section 11.16E.5 permits a maximum density per dwelling unit of 1,742 square feet
per unit, therefore for seven units 12,194 square feet is required - 7,102 square
feet is existing.

Section 11.16E.14 allows a maximum continuous wall length of 50 feet - 61 feet is
existing.

Section 17.02C.1.b requires adequate off street parking.

Section 11.16E.1 requires a minimum gross area of 15,000 square feet - 7,102
square feet is existing.

Section 11.16E.2. of the Land Use Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of 100
feet - 50 feet is existing.

Section 11.16E.3 requires a minimum front yard setback of 40 feet - 0 is existing.

Section 11.16E.4. requires a minimum side yard setback of 30 feet - 1.02, 2.86 and
+ 13 feet are existing.

Section 11.16E.4. requires a minimum rear yard setback of 30 feet - 10.41 feet are
existing.

Section 11.16E.3 requires a minimum distance between buildings of 30 feet - 8 feet
is existing.

Additional variances may be sought for screening; minimum floor area per dwelling
unit; maximum building height (2 habitable floors) and basement attic use.

Amy and Andrew Horowitz, 5 Kimball Circle seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Front yard setback proposed is 51.75 feet. Ordinance requires the estimated front
yard depth, which is 77.25 feet.

Michele and Kevin Groff, 1026 Seward Avenue seeking permission to erect a
wrought iron estate fence contrary to the requirements of Section 13.02 D5 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a solid 6 foot fence for enclosure and
screening.

Scott M. Rodger, 555 Washington Street seeking permission to erect a front porch
contrary to the requirements of Section 11.09 E.6. and 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum side yard setback proposed of 7.79 feet. Ordinance requires 10
feet. Front yard setback proposed is 28.23 feet. Ordinance requires the estimated
front yard setback, which is 33 feet.

Christopher and Rory Gilman, 526 Cory Place seeking permission to erect an one
story addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08 E5 and 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Side yard setback (corner lot) proposed is 12.2 feet. Ordinance
requires 20 feet.  Maximum building coverage proposed 21.3%. Ordinance allows
20%.

Tyron Gillon, 122 Cacciola Place, Block 4001, Lot 5 seeking certification that the
property is an-existing nonconforming use (multi-family). In the event the certification
cannot be proved, the applicant is requesting a use variance (and site plan approval)
for a three-family dwelling and request variances from the following sections of the
Land Use Ordinance:

List of existing nonconforming zoning conditions:

Section 11.16A.5. permits only specific multi-family residences and the type
requested is not listed among those permitted.

Section 11.16D prohibited all uses not specifically permitted.

Section 11.16E.5 permits a maximum density per dwelling unit of 1,742 square feet.
6,970 square feet is required for a four-family and 5,226 square feet is required for
a three-family - 6,400 square feet is existing.

Section 11.16F.2 prohibits the use of an attic for a dwelling unit. Attic use is
proposed.

Section 11.16E.14 allows a maximum continuous wall length of 50 feet - 61 feet is
existing.

Section 17.02C.1.b requires adequate off street parking - None is existing.

Section 11.16E.1 requires a minimum gross area of 15,000 square feet - 6,400
square feet is existing.

Section 11.16E.2. of the Land Use Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of 100
feet - 51.2 feet is existing.

Section 11.16E.3 requires a minimum front yard setback of 40 feet - 0 is existing.

Section 11.16E.4. requires a minimum side yard setback of 30 feet - .5 feet and 27
feet are existing.

Section 11.16E.7 allows a maximum building height of two habitable floors - three
floors are existing.

Additional variances may be sought for screening and/or minimum floor area per
dwelling unit.

Anthony and Melissa Roth, 414 Birch Place seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08 E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Side yard setback proposed is 8.5 feet. Ordinance requires 10 feet.

Bethel Baptist Church, 539 Trinity Place, Block 3010, Lot 27 seeking permission
to erect a two story addition to the rear of the church and site plan approval of same.
This constitutes an expansion of a nonconforming use (“d” variance). Applicant seeks
variance from the following:

List of existing nonconforming zoning conditions:

Section 18.08B of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum lot area
of 75,000 square feet - 14,527 square feet exists.

Section 18.08C of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 225 feet - 98.12 feet exists.

Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance requires a setback of 37.75 feet
(E.F.Y.D.) - 30.40 feet exists.

Section 17.02C.3. of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires 83 parking
spaces - 4 exists.

Documentation of the above is on file in the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the hearing, either in person, or by their attorney,
and be given an opportunity to be heard with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from certain site plan details or relief from
requirements may be sought as appropriate.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/30/03, The Leader Fee: $206.04

Paid Bullentin Board

WF Coldwell Banker’s Mrs. Maguire Earns
Seniors Real Estate Specialist Designation

WESTFIELD — Today’s growing
senior population challenges the real
estate industry to meet the specific
needs and concerns of today’s mature
adults. Margaret Maguire, a Sales As-
sociate in the Westfield Office of
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age for the last 16 years, has recently
earned the professional designation
of Seniors Real Estate Specialistâ
(SRES), demonstrating that she has
the requisite knowledge, experience,
and expertise to be a senior real estate
consultant. According to the Senior
Advantage Real Estate Councilâ
(SAREC), “less than 1% of realtors
nationally have qualified for this pres-
tigious and internationally recognized
designation.”

A third generation realtor, Margaret
is an accomplished professional who
was named the Top Associate in the
Westfield Office for Buyer Controlled
Sales in 1996 and 1999. She has been
a member of the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Realtors Million Dollar Club at
varying levels since 1987, and
achieved Gold Level Membership in
1998 and 2000.

Committed to providing outstand-
ing service, Margaret earned her Accred-
ited Buyer Representative (ABR) and
her Certified Residential Relocation
Specialist (CRRS) designations, to meet
the varying needs of her clients. This
year, she added the Seniors Real Estate
Specialistsâ (SRES) designations, to her
professional credentials.

“I have always enjoyed helping
people,” says Margaret. “Some
homeowners are at a point in their

lives when they don’t need as much
space, and are looking for a smaller
home. Yet, they cherish these homes,
and need help protecting their finan-
cial interests, and deciding where to go

next. I wanted to learn as much as I
could about assisting my customers in
these situations, so that I could save
them better than I ever have.”

SAREC – the organization through
which realtors earn their SRES desig-
nation – was created several years ago
to assist Sales Associates who want to
meet the special needs and concerns of
mature Americans who buy and sell a
home. Specific issues include capital
gains management, tax implications,
protecting assets, scaling down or
moving to assisted living facilities,
financial management on limited in-
comes, and the like. Through the
SAREC network, real estate agents can

also access a variety of professional
consultants who can help their clients
make the transition through this next
phase of their lives.

Margaret and her husband, Jim, have
been Scotch Plains residents for nearly
two decades. Having raised five chil-
dren, the Maguire’s are firmly rooted
in the Westfield area.

Margaret Maguire, CRRS, ABR,
SRES, serves the communities of
Westfield, Cranford, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Clark, Plainfield, Union, North
Plainfield, Green Brook, Warren,
Watchung and Edison. She may be
reached by contacting the Westfield
Office of Coldwell Banker at (908)
233-5555. The office is located at 209
Central Avenue in Westfield. You can
also view all Coldwell Banker listings
on the Internet at
www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com.
For a no-obligation mortgage pre-ap-
proval, please call Coldwell Banker
Mortgage at 1-888-317-5416.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey/Rockland
County, N.Y., is a member of the
Coldwell Bankerâ system, which has
3,200 offices and more than 90,000
Sales Associates worldwide. Coldwell
Baker Residential Brokerage is part of
the NRT family of companies, which
owns and operates companies in the
nation’s largest metropolitan markets.
NRT Incorporated, a subsidiary of
Cendent Corporation (NYSE: CD), is
the nation’s leading real estate broker-
age company with more than 950 of-
fices and 50,000 sales associates.

Margaret Maguire

HOME HEALTH CARE

Companion, Home Health Care
giver, certified, experienced, refer-
ences available.

Call Taylor (908) 756-3024

DOG-SITTER WANTED

Looking for home away from home
for our extremely friendly 7 yr. old
family dog.

Please Call Sara
(908) 889-6820

ELDERCARE AVAILABLE

Homemaker would like to care for
elderly. Monday thru Friday, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

(908) 232-0157

FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Quiet, attrac-
tive 2 BR duplex. Walk to town and
NYC transp. CAC, W/D, DW.
$1500/mo.+util. No pets. Avail. 3/
1/03. Pls. reply to PO Box 117,
Fanwood, NJ 07023 or
WFrental@aol.com

SUMMER RENTAL

LBI - Luxury bayfront rental. Beau-
tifully furnished and decorated
home. 6 bedrooms, 3 full baths,
central air, hot tub, sauna, banquet
size kitchen. All the amenities.
Dock with 2 boat slips and jet ski
platform. Only 2 blocks to ocean.
Weekly/bi-weekly rentals available.

Call (908) 359-7997 or
(908) 295-0509 or

e-mail erica@shoeseeker.com

FOR RENT

Pristine Home avail immed for short
term rental. 4BR, 2.5BA, Fam
Room, EIK, $3800/month.

COLDWELL BANKER
(908) 233-5555 x 203

Pre-school teachers needed. Our
facility is looking for bright, ener-
getic individuals to complement
our staff. Credentials in Early Child-
hood Education a plus.

Please fax resume to
(908) 222-8995 or

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED SITUATION WANTED

Mature sitter available for
babysitting anytime. Fun, ener-
getic and fabulous with kids.

(908) 928-9396

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4 hrs/
wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimburse-
ment available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,

SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,
IDEAL FOR STORAGE

$295.00/M
Call Lori (973) 397-3541

HOUSEKEEPING

Polish rel iable lady seeks
houses and apartments to clean.
References available.

Call Joanna (908) 925-3715

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2003, and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law N.J.S.A. (40 A:11-1 et seq.) requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services
without competitive bids be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey that DANIEL S. BERNSTEIN,
an attorney in the State of New Jersey, be
appointed as Attorney to the Planning
Board for the period effective from Janu-
ary 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “Professional Ser-
vice” under the provisions of said Local
Public Contracts Law because the ser-
vices are of such a qualitative nature as
will not permit the receipt of competitive
bids due to the subjective difference in the
work product of such persons and the
fact that the ethical requirements of such
profession will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/30/03, The Times Fee: $29.07

AUTO FOR SALE

1998 HONDA ACCORD EX
GREAT condition, 40k miles, auto,
leather, power sunroof, CD, dealer
serviced, $12,000.

Call (908) 518-1685

AUTO FOR SALE

1989 Ford Taurus - SHO
87,942 Original Miles, 5-Speed
Fully Loaded / Leather Interior
Clean & Reliable...$2,500.00

(908) 723-0999

HOUSECLEANING

2 Slovak experienced, reliable la-
dies seek houses, apartments, or
offices to clean. References avail-
able.

Call (908) 233-3404

HOUSE SALE

Saturday, February 1st

8 a.m. - ?
306 Centennial Ave., Cranford

New furniture, Huffman Koos, curio,
4-poster bed, coffee tables, etc.

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Brand new Huffman Koos furni-
ture. Curio cabinet, 4-poster pine
bed, etc.

Call (908) 272-1298

MATH TUDOR

Mathematics degree from Ivy-level
university, 720 math SATs. Calcu-
lus, trigonometry, physics, math
SAT.

Joe (908) 781-0888

Service League Plans
‘Bag Day’ at Store

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League will hold its annual end-
of-winter “Bag Day” on Saturday,
February 22, at its Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.

On “Bag Day,” customers may pur-
chase a grocery-size paper bag for $3
and fill it to the brim with clothing,
accessories, books, toys and house-
hold items. There is no limit on the
number of bags that can be purchased.

On Tuesday, February 25, the Thrift
Shop will be stocked with a large
selection of women’s, men’s and
children’s spring apparel. Patrons may
also purchase jewelry, shoes and ac-
cessories.

The Thrift Shop is open for busi-
ness from Tuesday through Saturday,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds are donated
to local charities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2530.

Taylor & Love, Inc. Realtors
436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-6666 • (800) 222-0507
http://arsdata.com/c21tl

“Four Generations in Westfield...

���

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE



Judy Bell, Jerry Bonnetti, Fran Comstock, Janet DeFiore, Barbara Doherty,
Tammie Hamill, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Brian Kastner, Jennifer D. Love, Roger Love,
Kelly Micklo, William Moffitt, Karen Roman, Genoveva Smith, Janet Sonntag, Lauren Stravach,

Miriam Tedesco, Cheryl Wilkinson, Carol Wood

Each Office Independently Owned And Operated.

Judy Bell, Jerry Bonnetti, Diane Cassitta, Fran Comstock, Janet DeFiore,
Barbara Doherty, Tamatha Hamill, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Brian

Kastner, Jennifer Love, Roger Love, William Moffitt, Glenn Mortimer, Herbert
Otto, Karen Roman, Janet Sonntag, Diane Taylor, and Miriam Tedesco

Each Office Independently Owned And Operated.

WESTFIELD $439,900 WESTFIELD $184,900

WESTFIELD $119,900 CRANFORD $474,900

CRANFORD $399,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $445,000

Move-in condition split level home offers three bedrooms, and
one full and one half bath.  Features include: refinished floors,
new kitchen, bath, furnace, central air, thermopane windows, roof,
driveway, sidewalk and all exterior doors.  Walking distance to
park and school.  Call today!

Charming and spacious ½ duplex near shopping and New York
transportation.  Living room with fireplace, modern kitchen, three
bedrooms and formal dining room.  Immediate possession.  Call
today for further information!

One bedroom, second floor co-op unit in popular “Wychwood
Gardens”.  Modern kitchen, wall-to-wall carpet and basement
storage area.  Super starter home.  Call today for further
information!

Charming and well maintained colonial home in popular
neighborhood, a short walk to schools.  Three bedrooms, one full
and one half baths, two fireplaces, first floor family room, den
and modern eat-in kitchen.  Move-in condition. Call today for
further information!

Well maintained three bedroom colonial home with 23’ living
room with fireplace, formal dining room, modern eat-in kitchen
with access to rear deck and first floor den.  Bright and Cheery
Home!  Call today for further information!

Classic details define this gable-fron-and-wing style elegant cape
cod home.  Meticulously maintained three bedroom, two full baths
on a popular tree-lined street.  Modern eat-in kitchen and first
floor family room.  Won’t last.  Call today for further information!
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Ventrella
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Wimpfheimer
AG: What originally interested you

in psychedelic music over other forms?
Is it your favorite genre?

SW: For starters, the unpredictability
of it. The first psychedelic album I ever
bought was “Disraeli Gears” by Cream.
That led to the Doors and Jefferson Air-
plane. I already had “Relics” by Pink
Floyd and knew Syd Barrett had it.

I had both his solo albums in 1979, and
he was revelation and influence on how I
judged stuff that I heard from that point on.

And being a visual artist, the album
covers were a huge tease — they all
looked so great, colorful and shocking. It
seemed like it was going against the cur-
rent of everything that had come before.

There was a lot that was great about
psychedelia, but there was also a lot of
schlock as well and I don’t really have a
favorite genre. Although, I wish more
bands would become genres all their
own! I like rock music, full stop. And
anything that has vision: it can be punk,
psychedelia, funk, totally out there ex-
perimentalism, power trios, dub,
soundtrack music, surf instrumentals or
whatever.

I’ve heard terrible albums in all those
genres, and also fantastic ones I’ve owned
for years. It’s all just music to me and
some of it has more value to me than most.

AG: Does your magazine focus only
on psychedelic music or other genres
explored?

SW: Not strictly psychedelic, as that
term has been applied could mean any-
body from mid-period Hollies to Blue
Cheer. The whole focus was just to
investigate a band I wanted to know
more about, research it as best I could
and then just do it.

Generally, what you could call “un-
sung” groups and not your typical bands
because these are bands that fell through
the cracks for no other reason than they
were at the right place at the wrong time.
And their music still holds up for me.
And judging by the feedback I’ve re-
ceived, I’m not alone in thinking that.

AG: What are your hopes for the maga-
zine?

SW: To have it sustain itself, to con-
tinue far into the future and to better them
with each issue.

AG: Have you ever considered writ-
ing a book narrative or otherwise (ie:
reviews) of your favorite or what you feel
to be the most important psychedelic
record of all time?

SW: I have been doing just that with the
reviews I’ve contributed to Julian Cope’s
website for Head Heritage. But the most
important psychedelic record of time?
Tough question. But one of my personal
candidates for the best (or at least one of
them) is definitely “The 13th Floor
Elevator’s Bull” of The Woods album.

Musical Valentines Planned
By Jerseyaires Choral Group
AREA – The 10th year of per-

forming “Singing Valentines” has
been announced by The Rahway
Valley Jerseyaires Barbershop Cho-
rus (RVJC).

The ensemble is a non-
profit musical and educa-
tional organization of the
Society for the Preserva-
tion and Encouragement of
Barber Shop Quartet Singing
in America, Inc. (SPEBSQSA).

Dressed in formal attire, the
quartet will sing a love song ser-
enade at the location of the sender’s
choice, such as a workplace, resi-

dence or restaurant.
The recipient will also receive a

special chocolate candy, a flower
and a photograph of the event.

This service will be
available from Thursday
to Sunday, February 13
through February 16, for
$50. Other dates will be

accommodated, if pos-
sible.
RVJC President Ken Fried-

lander advised, “Availability of
quartets are limited, so reserve your

serenade now.”
For more information or to arrange

a Singing Valentine, please call (908)
272-1503, the hotline (Reel Strong
Fuel Co.) at (888) 480-0901, e-mail
lugeman@msn.com or visit http://
www.geocities.com/rvjerseyaires.

Funding for the RVJC has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

ROMANTIC EXCURSIONISTS...The Harmony Excursion Quartet of the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires Barbershop
Chorus is suited up in red for their “Singing Valentines” program. Pictured, left to right, are: tenor Tom Walsh, lead
singer Doug Brown, baritone Ed Ringel and bass Chris Mac-Vicar.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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The Hours: Makes
Demands On Your Time

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

At first I didn’t get it. Then for a while I
thought I got it. I thought, if I’ve got it, well,
then there really isn’t that much to get.
Hence, I can’t possibly have it. I thought
there simply has to be more to The Hours,
currently causing a buzz among literati and
dilettante alike at art houses from Green-
wich Village to Berkeley.

This of course couldn’t help but get me
to thinking, what is it about director Stephen
Daldry’s ponderously scripted, indulgence-
demanding film, aside from the great act-
ing, that has gained it such notice? Was
there a memo circulated? If so, I didn’t get
it. And that’s just the point.

Thus, feeling like Elaine in the “Seinfeld”
episode when everyone she runs into waxes
ecstatic about The English Patient (1996),
a film she deemed a major league bore, I’ve
sought comfort in the echoing wisdom of
Professor Beresford “Ben” Levine.

Had mild-mannered Leonard Woolf
(Stephen Dillane) been given a similar peek
into the future Mrs. Woolf’s psyche, would
he have still opted to take on the daunting
responsibility marriage would no doubt
bring?

In one of the first scenes of The Hours, a
despondent Virginia Woolf, magnificently
exacted by Nicole Kidman, writes a farewell
letter to her dutiful spouse, fills her pockets
with rocks, and then wades into the nearby
lake. She is resolute in her decision, as if it
were never a question whether or not she
would take her life, but more a matter of when.

This leads to the first flashback. Afraid of
the servants, ensconced in her bedroom
smoking a joint, the author pens “Mrs.
Dalloway.” Her immediate dilemma and
source of anguish? Who in the novel should
she kill off? For some perhaps significant
reason or another, someone must be killed
off. The film is loaded with such perhaps
significant items.

Still, despite her quandary, Virginia takes
a break from the crucible of creation when
her sister comes out from London for lunch,
their conversation serving as an expository
device. Sister Vanessa has children. She
does not.

Additionally, though Leonard hoped the
move away from the capital’s hustle and
bustle would ease the mental devils that
haunted his perennially depressed wife,

Virginia nonetheless misses the big city.
But the real bit of info comes when Virginia
kisses Sis good bye. It sure is a long kiss.
Back then it was called the love that dares
not say its name.

With that, the story flashes forward and
back several times; David Hare’s screen-
play is comprised of alternating visits to
three eras. The first stop is the present.

Meryl Streep as Manhattan’s Clarissa
Vaughan is beleaguered with details, de-
tails, details as she prepares for a party she’s
throwing for Richard, an AIDs-afflicted
writer who has just won a major literary
prize.

Hmm...Clarissa. Hey, that’s the fictional
Mrs. Dalloway’s first name. She, too, is al-
ways inundated with details and overwhelmed
by the worrying she does about others. And
while our Clarissa’s immediate concern is that
Richard, exquisitely portrayed by Ed Harris,
won’t spoil her party by not showing, her real
worry is that he will really ruin things by
killing himself.

We further gather that while Streep’s char-
acter is currently a lesbian involved with
roommate Sally (Allison Janney), Richard
occupied that spot back in Clarissa’s hetero-
sexual days. It’s a bit more complicated than
that. And there’s more.

The film switches to post WWII subur-
ban California (dig that kitsch kitchen),
where Laura Brown, played with finely
realized misery by Julianne Moore, just
happens to be reading “Mrs. Dalloway.”
And as it turns out, she too is preparing for
a special occasion: it’s husband Dan’s birth-
day. But the obvious effort it takes to bake
him a cake is torturous.

Dan, played with splendid cluelessness
by John C. Reilly, has no idea how un-
happy his wife is. He doesn’t know that she,
too, gives folks of the same gender rather
lengthy kisses. And he also doesn’t know
that she’s been contemplating doing away
with herself.

But son Richie, an obviously perceptive
seven-year-old who just might grow up to
be a famous writer (and maybe I shouldn’t
have told you that), senses that something is
amiss at home.

No doubt the ghost of Virginia Woolf
haunts the atmosphere. But what of it?

The Hours is a movie of clues...clues
both subtle and blatant that suggest connec-
tions among the three tales. When the film
begins, director Daldry purposely has you
wondering if the seemingly disparate sto-
ries share any relationship at all. But then as
he starts shuffling his plots, he parcels out
the hints. He offers hope.

Consciously or not, it takes the shape of
a game, not unlike a crossword puzzle, or
better yet, an adult version of Where’s
Waldo? Call it Where are the Tie-ins?

So you’re probably supposed to feel proud of
yourself by film’s end if you’ve isolated a whole
bunch of links, regardless of whether or not their
discovery says anything of particular import.
And you should doubtless get extra points if you
can discern a novel message or concluding
moral in any of these unearthed parallels.

Fact is, director Daldry fills the screen
with great visuals, tons of atmosphere and
an elegant sort of foreboding. And the
wonderful acting performances serve to
make it all seem so profound.

However, though perhaps heartfelt, what
little The Hours actually says about lesbian-
ism, mental illness, the rigors of literary
creation or learning to live your own life,
for that matter, could probably be said in
just minutes.

*  *  *  *  *
The Hours, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by Stephen
Daldry and stars Nicole Kidman, Julianne
Moore and Meryl Streep. Running time:
114 minutes.

While Ventrella calls programs like
“The Osbournes” and “Joe Millionaire”
“pseudo-documentaries,” he is banking
on this genre to obtain his audience.

“Obviously, people have some hunger
for the actuality of shows like these,”
Ventrella said. However, he hopes view-
ers of his “Splooge” documentary will dig
a little deeper than making sense out of
Ozzy Osbourne’s obsession with burritos
or women wailing at the feet of a million-
aire bachelor.

Ventrella said that reality shows
found on MTV and other networks are
“there for titillation, superficial emo-
tional stimulation. I’m looking for
something more resonant.”

“The brass ring would be a theatrical
release” of the documentary, said Ventrella,
adding that HBO’s “America Undercover,”
television outlets or music-oriented pro-
ducers might ideally give it a go.

Ventrella is a graduate of The Pingry
School, who left Westfield for filmmak-
ing studies at the University of Dela-
ware. Some of the plays he wrote were
produced on stage. After graduation, he
traveled for 1-½ years to places like
India and Russia, later planting his roots
at the University of Southern California
(USC) School of Cinema-Television.

At USC, Ventrella worked with no-
table documentary makers such as
Mark Harris, whose documentary won
an Academy Award.

It was Eddie Dmytryk, who Ventrella
described as “an old-time Hollywood di-
rector,” who taught him the “nuts and
bolts” of documentary filmmaking.

“He told me to ‘just go out and do
it,’” Ventrella remembered.

After graduating USC, Ventrella in-
deed grabbed the bull by the horns.
Initially interested in directing films,
he started writing in order to generate
material for himself to pitch to pro-
ducers. He collaborated with actor
Dan Akroyd on “Psi Factor:
Chronicles of the Paranormal.” With a
hearty chuckle, Ventrella admitted that
he even worked on a reality show
which featured World Wrestling Fed-
eration star, China.

With projects optioned and in devel-
opment, he also worked at Paramount
Pictures in International Marketing and
collaborated on “Fastlane” for the FOX
network.

While Ventrella took piano lessons
as a child, learned to appreciate music
from his mother who taught it, and
sang in the church choir, he does look
back on his days as a member of a high
school garage band and wonder what
might have been.

Now, 10 days per month, Ventrella
will leave L.A. to learn what made
“Splooge” members stick to their
guns and keep making their music.

“The best part is this cold, snowy,
bleak New Jersey texture,” Ventrella said,
peering out of the coffeehouse window.
“The setting is really important. Small-
town New Jersey – an affluent town and
a band struggling amidst it.”
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Kassel

In a unique sales strategy, two violins
decorated by artists Joan Goldsmith
and Danielle Mick, will be sold on the
Internet auction website, eBay. Also
available for sale, t-shirts, note cards
and shopping totes will boast the de-
signs from last year’s batch of violins.

For more information on Art Strings,
please call the NJSO at (973) 624-
3713.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Saturday, February 1, at 8 p.m.,
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
will present “Alpine Peaks” at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The
concert will feature Strauss’
“Metamorphosen,” Wagner’s
“Wesendonck Lieder” and
Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 3
“Scottish.” Please contact (908) 232-
9400 for additional information.

*  *  *  *  *
You may remember the song “Blue

Velvet” - no, not the movie - by
Bobby Vinton, popular in the late
50s? I’ll bet you didn’t even know he
still performed. Well, it’ll cost ya a lot
more to see him now, some years
later. Tickets are $30, $50, and $60. I
guess they think that baby boomers
have beaucoup bucks. He’ll be at the
Union County Arts Center in Rahway
on February 7 at 8p.m.

*  *  *  *  *
The premier book signing of 2003

will take place at The Town Book
Store of Westfield on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8, from 2 to 4 p.m. Baseball
fans take note: Ray Trucks will be in
the store to promote his new book,
“Cup of Coffee: The Very Short Ca-
reers of Eighteen Major League Pitch-
ers.” These guys were in the majors
for less than an hour (actually less
than 50 minutes, but who’s count-
ing?) and the book recalls the author’s
conversations with them. Reportedly,
students of the human condition will
gain something from their tales as
well. If you can’t come, call and
reserve a signed copy. For more in-
formation, call The Town Book Store
at (908) 233-3535.

*  *  *  *  *
Every Friday and Saturday night,

from January 31 through February
22, Playwrights’ ink will present I
Majal You. Written, produced and
directed by Kristin Andalis, the play
focuses on the struggles of a young
Filipino woman who lives in the
United States, and must deal with the
culture clashes she encounters, espe-
cially in relationships with non-Fili-
pinos. General admission is $10, and
the play is recommended for mature
audiences. It will be at the Dunellen
Theater, 458 North Avenue. For ad-
ditional information, call (973) 282-
0646, or email
PLAYWRIGHTSink@mail.com.

*  *  *  *  *
Diversity Art Gallery is exhibit-

ing “Quilts & Fabric Art” through
Sunday, February 23, 1 to 3 p.m. on
Sundays or by appointment. The gal-
lery is located at the Union County
Baptist Church, 4 Valley Road in
Clark on the Clark Circle at Exit 135
on the Garden State Parkway. Call
(732) 574-1479 or see
www.diversityart.com for more in-
formation.

and simple ability to draw two or three
loopy lines below his sketched image of
Ella Fitzgerald’s thrown-back head and
have those spare lines turn into her arms
and a microphone. Or a curvy figure X,
filled in with a few details, becoming the
dancing body of Sammy Davis, Jr.

Director and performer Tommy Tune
called Hirschfeld “a dancer with a pen. All
his drawings have incredible movement.”

In his seven decades with The Times, it’s
a certainty that anyone who became a
Broadway star, or who harbored dreams of
conquering the Great White Way, passed in
front of Hirschfeld and his pens and pad. He
learned how to sketch and make notes in
darkened theaters before retreating to his
home studio and finishing up while seated
in a barber’s chair.

Back in 1945, Hirschfeld started insert-
ing the name of his daughter, Nina, into his
drawings, but stopped after a few weeks.
When readers complained, he resumed
doing so and never stopped, hiding the
Ninas within the hem of a skirt or in the
strings of a harp or strands of hair and then
clueing in the reader by including the num-
ber of Nina appearances next to his signa-
ture.

Hirschfeld never formally joined the
staff of The Times, preferring to remain a
freelancer so he could retain the rights to his
work, which has appeared elsewhere be-
sides The Times including Time, TV Guide
and Rolling Stone magazines and on sev-
eral postage stamps. In 1996, he was the
subject of an Academy Award-nominated
documentary, “The Line King.”

Hirschfeld captured 20th century cul-
ture — theater, dance, opera, music and
television — with his fluid, graceful style,
one which will be impossible to duplicate.
Before his death, Hirschfeld was informed
that, in June, the Martin Beck Theater in
Manhattan will be renamed in his honor.
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Hirschfeld

LABOR OF LOVE...Artist Stephanie Lalor of Linden brushes supersaturated
scenic paint, replicating 18th century Jean-Honor Fragonard’s “The Progress
of Love,” in creation of the set for Neil Simon’s The Dinner Party at the Cranford
Dramatic Club. The show will run from Friday, February 7, through Saturday,
February 22. For more information, please call (908) 276-7611.

Love Songs, Piano, Voice, Winds
Arranged by Musical Club of WF

CONCERT-READY...Members of the Musical Club of Westfield have been
preparing for the February 12 concert of winds, voice and piano. Pictured, left to
right, are: pianist Louise Andrews, flutist Jenny Cline, clarinetist George Toenes.

WESTFIELD – The Musical
Club of Westfield will hold its Feb-
ruary concert, featuring music com-
posed for piano, voice and wood-
wind instruments, on Wednesday,
February 12, at 1 p.m. in the First
Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Pianist John Blasdale will begin
the program with “Nocturne in Eb
Major,” op. 9 no. 2 by Chopin. He
will follow with two compositions
by Brahms, “Intermezzo in Eb Ma-
jor” op. 117, no. 1 and “Intermezzo
in Eb Minor, op. 118, no. 6.”

Mezzo-soprano Barbara Krause
with pianist Marie-Daniele Mercier,
will sing love songs for Valentine’s
Day. This program will include “Mon
coeur s’ouvre a ta voix,” “Cantabile
from Samson and Delilah by Saint-
Saëns, and three songs by Victor

Herbert, “To the Land of my own
Romance” from The Enchantress,
“When You’re Away” from The Only
Girl, and “Thine Alone” from
Eileen.

“In Memorium” by Gary Schocker
will be performed by flutists Clarissa
Nolde and Jenny Cline, with piano
accompaniment by Mary Beth
McFall, in memory of Rachel Hylan,
Lynne Pomerantz and Carolyn
Kramer.

An arrangement for flute, clarinet
and piano by Michael Webster of
“Selections from ‘Jeux D’Enfants/
Children’s Games, op. 22” by Bizet
will be played by Jenny Cline, clari-
netist George Toenes and pianist
Louise Andrews.

The Chairperson for the concert is
Clarissa Nolde. George Toenes
handled Publicity.

John Less to Show
Oil Painting Skills
At WAA Meeting

WESTFIELD – A demonstra-
tion of oil painting will be offered
during the next meeting of the
Westfield Art Association by John
Less on Sunday, February 9, from 2
to 4 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Less studied art in Berlin, Ger-
many. He lived in Shanghai, China
for seven years and worked as an
artist in several studios. He came
to the United States in 1947 and
was employed in the advertising
department of the then
Bamberger’s, now Macy’s, in New-
ark. Less eventually became their
Creative Director for Visual Arts,
and Vice-President.

After retiring from Macy’s, Less
taught advertising design at Seton
Hall University. At that time, he
began to concentrate on his paint-
ing, especially his oil work.

Less has received numerous
awards from various art associa-
tions, including the American Art-
ists Professional League.

The public is invited to the meet-
ing. The room is wheelchair acces-
sible. For more information, please
call Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-
2945.

Do you have A&E
news? if so, e-mail
ae@goleader.com

(We’d love to hear from you!)(We’d love to hear from you!)(We’d love to hear from you!)(We’d love to hear from you!)(We’d love to hear from you!)

Impressively, he has been the long-
est performing member of the
Westfield Community Band, where
he has played for 40 years, currently
serving as concertmaster, a position
he has held for 35 years.

George also serves as an adjunctor
for Region II Band auditions and for
New Jersey All-State Band and Or-
chestra auditions.

Today, the Toenes continue with
their music by supporting ensembles
such as the grass-roots opera company
of A.J. Fletcher, encouraging young
people in their musical studies and
performing in and sponsoring con-
certs on Friday evenings at First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

A lifetime of sincere collabora-
tion has produced the most beautiful
tones for the Toenes of Westfield.
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The Toenes
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Pen & Ink
I shudder to think about how

Paul’s life would have been re-
membered if the eulogy was omit-
ted, if the music was silenced, if
we were just left there to grieve an
almost un-personalized friend. That
January afternoon, the hearts of a
senior class were fuller because
family and friends were given the
permission to emote in a most
tragic time -- a lost time when
there was no need to treat the re-
membrance of a life like a drive-
thru at a fast food restaurant.

Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, “I booked Barry to direct Mes-
siah Game for our debut show, and he did
a wonderful job. He took a very gritty
story and saw things between the lines
that would have been lost on some other
directors.”

“Honestly, he saw relationships and
degrees of emotion that went straight
over my head when I first read the text,
and he made them come out in the show,”
stated DeVries.

Perhaps one of the most fascinating
aspects of Klassel is his involvement
with the Council for Secular Humanism’s
Center for Inquiry in Montclair. Through
his exploration of his own belief system,
he has chosen a path leading him to
become a Celebrant – one who is able to
perform events commemorating rites of
passage, such as weddings, funerals, and
even divorce ceremonies.

As one would expect, Klassel has a
vision. His next venture in life will be to
publish his book, “Meditations for Athe-
ists.”
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Ventrella Thinks Viewers Will Live
Vicariously Through Documentary

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last spring,
Westfield native Peter Ventrella was
purchasing breads and pastries at a
bakery in Mountainside, when he
was approached someone he hadn’t
seen in at least 25 years.

“Remember me?” Drew Koski
asked Ventrella, who was visiting
from Los Angeles to see his folks in
Westfield. Koski, it turned out, sang
with Ventrella in the choir at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
when they were young.

Now, Ventrella, a television writer
in L.A. who was always approached
by pals with pitches for new televi-
sion plots, was getting a similar pitch
from Koski about a small-town guy
who works by day and plays in a
band at night.

It was Koski’s life story as a mem-
ber of “Splooge,” a town-based en-
semble that performs regularly at
The Crossroads in Garwood.

Would Ventrella catch Koski’s
pitch or give it a ditch?

After listening to their new CD, he
realized there indeed was a story
worth telling. What keeps motivat-
ing four men who are pushing 40 to
seek stardom as a band?

“I thought that it would be some-
thing resonant for a lot of people who

wondered what would have happened
if they kept pursuing their dreams,”
Ventrella told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood last Monday.

So, in September, he flew out of

L.A. and hung out with Koski, lead
singer Tommy Diaz, bassist Jeff
Phillips and lead guitarist Mike Novy,
who he described as “very interest-
ing characters.” The band’s sound,
he said, also had the same lyrical and
musical depth as early REM songs.

Hoping to catch the musicians at
just the right moment, Ventrella kept
his eyes peeled for anything that
would give his audience a peek into
the struggles and satisfactions of
being in a small-town band. He even
watched rock documentaries before
shooting any footage on “Splooge.”

The anticipation of these “slices of
life,” as Ventrella called them, has
been more thrilling than watching an
actor read from a script or practice
from cue cards. It’s the life unscripted,
Ventrella said, that truly draws in an
audience.

Does this explain America’s fasci-
nation with reality television pro-
gramming?

Peter Ventrella

Artist ofArtist ofArtist ofArtist ofArtist of
the Weekthe Weekthe Weekthe Weekthe Week

Al Hirschfeld
(1903 - 2003)
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Al Hirschfeld
Westfield’s Wimpfheimer
Brings Fanzine to Shelves

Seth Wimpfheimer

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While shopping
in a record store, a terrific fanzine called
FUZ, featuring articles on popular, yet
obscure bands such as Hawkwind and
the Deviants, can be found on the shelves.

FUZ’s innovative creator, Seth
Wimpfheimer of Westfield, recently
discussed his experience with the maga-
zine, as well as his love of music.

*  *  *  *  *
AG: Were you born and raised in

Westfield?
SW: I was born in Rahway, but a

lifelong resident of Westfield.
AG: Where did you go to college?
SW: I attended the

School of Visual
Arts in New York
City from 1983 to
1986 and got a Bach-
elor of Arts in
Graphic Design in
1987.

AG: How did you
start writing?

SW: I first started
writing when I was in
second grade, illus-
trating stories about a World War II
character I invented.

I remember my best friend in my
class teaching me about using quota-
tion marks around the words when
people talked.

Also, reading a lot helped. I was an
avid reader from the second grade to
the present day. I never took any
writing classes except for one jour-
nalism course in junior high school.

I never had any aspirations to
write and it was Rock and Roll that
forced me into it. That, and negative
criticisms of my favorite bands I’d
read when I was a teenager. Punk
was in its heyday, and groups like
ELP and Genesis weren’t exactly
the cutting-edge bands that they were
when they once were.

AG: How did the idea for your
magazine originate?

SW: I had a friend who had put out
several issues in the early 80s of his own
fanzine. I was back in contact with him
several years later, and since I had the
skills in computer graphic design, he
suggested another issue with me de-
signing it and contributing an article.

He soon got into all kinds of
trouble, moved away and I was left
with a very average and compro-
mised looking magazine — after six
months of work!

I deleted all the files for this abortive
project except for my article on Davie
Allan and The Arrows and started
afresh. One and one half years later, I
finally finished my first issue of FUZ.

AG: Are you the only writer or do
others contribute?

SW: I am the only writer in FUZ.
And after what happened with the
abortive fanzine I just mentioned, I
don’t think I could ever concede
again to the judgment of others re-
garding its look or content.

So many music magazines and

especially fanzines nowadays (and
for decades) are so lacking in
both style and content, I thought
I’d rectify that by over-engineer-
ing the best looking, most read-
able, most informative magazine
I could on subjects that have in-
terested me for years that I always

wanted to know more about.

188034
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   David Palladino for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD MUSIC MARVELS...George and Virginia Toenes of Westfield
are not hidden treasures in town because they tirelessly donate and devote their
musical talents to concerts and organizations which make Westfield proud.

Continued on Page 17

SP Thespian Barry Klassel
Seeks New Role: Celebrant

Barry Klassel

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There is
nothing conventional about Scotch
Plains resident Barry Klassel. From his
former role as a stay-at-
home-dad to his current
studies to become a Cel-
ebrant, this is one well-
rounded, intriguing man.

Primarily known as an
actor in the world of theater,
Klassel’s journey began in
the 70s when he earned a
Master’s Degree in Theatre
from the University of Pitts-
burgh, before moving on to
Florida State University to
launch his career.

After two years in
Florida, he returned to the Metropoli-
tan area with his wife, Dara, and per-
formed in Off-Off Broadway produc-
tions.

After the birth of their two girls, the
Klassels decided, in 1986, to leave
Brooklyn for a house in the suburbs
with trees and a real yard. There, Klassel
raised his children, and even became
involved with the Parent-Teacher As-
sociation and the Girl Scouts, while his
wife pursued her career as an attorney.

In the early 90s, Klassel was a part of
the Child Assault Prevention (CAP) pro-
gram, which, through school productions,
taught kids their basic rights – to be safe,
strong, and free. A few years later, Klassel
used the expertise he gained from the
CAP program to form a business called

Art Express, Inc. — a booking agency
which brought performers into schools,
libraries, theaters, and First Night celebra-
tions around the area.

Klassel’s next major venture was a
stint at the Tribeca Performing
Arts Center, where he served
as the Marketing Director.

When, as so many in our
area, he lost this position in the
aftermath of September 11, he
made a major decision. It was
time to come back to acting.
He auditioned (as Falstaff) for
the New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance, sat for some professional
photos, and put himself right
back where he belonged.

Currently, Klassel is work-
ing for two theater groups as

an understudy, but this dynamic man
cannot sit around and wait for things to
happen. Recently, he was granted the
role of Director – not his first – for
Steve DeVries’ Le Theatre du
Blashpeme’s production of Messiah
Game at 12 Miles West Theatre in
Montclair.

Based on Tom Flynn’s novel “Galactic
Rapture,” the story takes place some 20
years after a major worldwide disaster. In a
state of anarchy, two characters involved in
an elaborate con game attempt to answer
the basic questions of what will help in
surviving this catastrophe.

Will it be violence, love, or maybe
belief?

Producer DeVries told The Westfield

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Who else but Al Hirschfeld could
take an ink pen, draw a few swirling
lines and sweeping curves and have
the result look
like a soaring
Baryshnikov or
the star of the
current Broad-
way smash?

He was one in a
million and some
of us thought he
might live to a
million because
Hirschfeld’s won-
derful line drawings just seemed to
keep appearing regularly in The New
York Times well after he had passed the
age of 80 and then 90 and all the way
until he was just short of 100, when he
died on January 20.

Hirschfeld was more than simply a
caricaturist. Sure, Groucho’s eyebrows
were always a heavy stain of black,
Stan Laurel’s chin was excessively
long and pointed, Carol Channing’s
mouth was always spread wide open
and Orson Welles’ swelled head sat
atop an even more corpulent body. But
many of Hirschfeld’s drawings were
also heavy with details.

If someone had a heavily lined face,
Hirschfeld’s drawing might show each
and every one of those lines, unlike the
pure caricaturist who will draw just a
few to get the point across. The faces,
exaggerated as they may have been at
times, truly resembled the actual. The
mannerisms and poses, again some-
times stretched and twisted, still were
recognizable. Mary Martin was Mary
Martin, Midler was Midler, Sinatra
was Sinatra, Hitchcock was Hitchcock,
Mostel was Mostel.

Ray Bolger, who played “The Scare-
crow” in The Wizard of Oz, said years
ago that he tried to dance the way
Hirschfeld had drawn him, loose and
rubbery-legged.

But it was Hirschfeld’s amazing

Continued on Page 17

In NJSO Art Program, Westfield’s
Rita Kessler Pulls A Few Strings

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the second year
of the successful Arts Strings program,
which is sponsored by the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra
(NJSO), 47-year Westfield
resident Rita Kessler has em-
braced the reigns of Chair-
woman.

Kessler, who is employed by
Channel 13-WNET New York, also
sits on the board of Westfield’s
TV-36.

Kessler told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that raw or unfin-
ished violins have been donated by Mo
Menzel of R.E. Menzel of Livingston
to be used by 10 to 12 artists as can-
vases upon which various types of

media will be used to create a piece of
art.

Artists such as the renowned sculp-
tor J. Seward Johnson, Jr. of Princeton
will have until the end of February to
adorn the instruments. Many of the
artisans, who teach classes at the New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts in Sum-
mit, work in photography, oil painting,
fantasy painting and sculpture.

Once the pieces are
completed, they will

be photographed, said
Kessler, and prepared for

display at NJSO concerts
scheduled in Red Bank,
Englewood, Trenton and
Newark. Some will also
be shown at hospitals and
other venues.
Raffle tickets will be sold

wherever the violins are exhibited, be-
ginning on Sunday, March 2 until May.
The names of the raffle winners will be
chosen on Monday, June 30. The pro-
ceeds from the sale of the violins will
benefit music education in venues such
as the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center in Newark.

“Each will be a work of art,” said
Kessler, who reported that her involve-
ment in Art Strings stemmed from an
interest in children’s education.

“This was also an opportunity for me
to meet people from all over New Jer-
sey,” she said.

“Last year’s program was quite suc-
cessful,” she added. A little under $30,000
was collected after the sale of last year’s
violins. Kessler hopes that this year’s
efforts will top that tally.

Continued on Page 17

Keep Thy Send-Offs Short & Sweet?Keep Thy Send-Offs Short & Sweet?Keep Thy Send-Offs Short & Sweet?Keep Thy Send-Offs Short & Sweet?Keep Thy Send-Offs Short & Sweet?
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The priest who knew Chris better than anybody couldn’t make it back
from his vacation in Bermuda to lead the Funeral Mass or speak at the
wake. Instead, they sent the new priest to the funeral home. Taking his
place at the front of the room, he shifted his scant weight from foot to foot,
took a few deep sighs and struggled to offer words of solace. None of
them pertained to my friend, one of the biggest wisenheimers in the CYO,
a practical joker, an avid guitar player, a face beaming in times of
celebration – a face lined with worry in moments of
consolation.

The priest’s non-knowledge of Chris left a room
filled with mourners quite void. Our memories were
unrecalled and our sorrow was unexpressed. A
eulogy orated by a close friend or relative at the
church the next day would have better served our
grief and given Chris the proper send-off he so
deserved.

But, if Newark Archbishop John Myers had his
way, there would be no eulogy in the church at all.
In a recent directive, he asked the 1.3 million
Catholics in the area to limit their send-offs for
family and friends to the beginning or end of the
Mass. One speaker per deceased relative. Little
details, please. Short and sweet. Let’s keep this
gig moving along folks. Don’t hold up my
precious time.

Needless to say, this limitation on expression
has grated on everyone’s last nerves. It is bad
enough that a beloved member of one’s fam-
ily or circle of friends is gone – now they
should toss the deceased through a revolving door of quickie masses.

These eulogies, said Myers, is red-
taping the neatness and purpose of
the liturgy. Thus, I suppose the real
purpose of the service is to send
Uncle Bob on his way to eternity by
“going through the motions,” with-
out the addition of personal reflec-
tion and remembrance of what made
Uncle Bob such a special person.

While I fully respect the tradi-
tions which have remained upheld
by Myers, I have to question why
parishioners need to be deperson-
alized, especially since they are
financially relied upon throughout
their lifetimes to uphold the main-
tenance of the churches. Have we
become such a crass, cold society
that proper time cannot be devoted
to eulogizing those who have
touched our lives? Apparently so.

In a high school Shakespeare class,
I was paired up with a guy I didn’t
know for a project that would last
one week. Normally, we traveled in
different circles, but that afternoon,
we laughed the afternoon away and
found so many common grounds. A
few hours later, while crossing a
street in Roselle for a carton of milk
for his mother, he was hit by a car
driven by a drunk driver. He clung to
life and lost his battle two days later.
His Funeral Mass was filled with
remembrances and the church was
filled with his favorite song, “Wish
You Were Here” by Pink Floyd.

John would like to tell you
about his Uncle Bob, but Fr.
Steve told him that it would
slow down the service.

George and Virginia Toenes: Still Making
Beautiful Music Together After 50 Years

By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Married on July
5, 1953, Westfield residents George
and Virginia Toenes have been mak-
ing music together for 50 years.

After moving to Westfield in 1958,
the Toenes became part of the rich
tapestry of music in the North-Cen-
tral New Jersey area. They have been
active performers, educators and sup-
porters of many different kinds of
musical endeavors.

Virginia Toenes (born Virginia
Groomes), a soprano vocalist, earned
a Bachelor of Music Degree from
Simpson College in Iowa and a Mas-
ter of Arts Degree from Columbia
University in New York. She pos-
sesses a diploma signed by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Virginia has sung the role of Violetta
in operatic scenes, as well as with the
New Jersey Opera Chorus. She has
undertaken three European tours in-
cluding concerts in Germany, Italy and
Wales with the Wesley Singers.

Virginia has also performed under
the direction of Robert Shaw in the
Robert Shaw Collegiate Chorale. She
particularly enjoys the oratorio mu-
sical form and some of her favorite
works include Judas Maccabeus, the
Brahms Requiem and Handel’s Mes-
siah.

George, a native of Union, started
playing the clarinet when he was in
the sixth grade. He received a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Music at
Ithaca College in New York, graduat-
ing in 1950, and receiving his Masters
in Education from the University of
North Carolina in Greensboro, N.C.

George studied under the direc-
tion of Clark Brody of the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra and the great
Herbert S. Blayman of the Metro-
politan Opera Orchestra.

The paths of George and Virginia
crossed when they met in North Caro-
lina.

George was a woodwind teacher at
the Greensboro Senior High School
and Virginia Groomes was a voice
specialist, who had been the been in
the department of Elon College for
four years.

After marrying and returning to

New Jersey, George began teaching
music at Cranford High School from
1958 to 1963 and at Piscataway from
1963 to 1991.

Virginia continued teaching voice
and performing in several local en-
sembles.

The Toenes have performed to-
gether with many area and civic
groups, including the Elizabeth Civic
Orchestra, the Union Symphony, the
Hillside Symphony, the Musical Club
of Westfield, the Westfield Commu-

nity Band, the Choral Arts Society of
New Jersey, and the Oratorio Society
of Westfield.

The duo have performed as guests
for the Plainfield Music Club and
played in the inaugural First Night
celebration in Westfield.

George has further performed with
the Winston-Salem Symphony, the
Suburban Symphony of Cranford,
the Bloomfield Symphony, and the
Hillside Symphony.
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