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Presidents’ Day Snow
Shuts Down State
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The state came to a stand still on
Sunday night and all day Monday as
a snow storm slowly crept up from the
south, bringing with it wind gusts of
over 30 miles per hour and dumping
over 20 inches of white fluffy powder
on the area.

Micah Rasmussen, spokes person
for Governor James McGreevey told
The Westfield Leader on Sunday after-
noon, “Governor (James) McGreevey
has declared a State of Emergency due
to the snow. That declaration gives the
NJ State Police broad powers includ-
ing the power to close any state high-
ways they deem a danger to public
safety. The Governor also can mobi-
lize the NJ National Guard.”

The NJ State Department of Trans-
portation mobilized 1,500 pieces of
equipment to plow major roadways.
The turnpike authority had 300 pieces
of equipment in service Sunday.

State police told The Leader early
Sunday evening that several minor ac-
cidents and spinouts were reported in
the southern section of the Garden State.

The emergency broadcast network

interrupted regular programming to
inform the public of the snow warn-
ing while Fanwood Television ad-
vised residents to remove their cars
from the streets.

Public Works employees from
Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Union County were called in
early to work on Sunday.

As the snow continued through the
day on Monday, plows were out in
full force around the state and bliz-
zard like conditions ensued to create
massive snow drifts.

As Monday was Presidents Day
many schools and businesses were
already closed, and those that weren’t
were forced to shut down, including
the offices of The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The storm system crept up the east
coast dumping snow from Virginia to
Vermont. Parts of Maryland reported
49 inches of snow.

Last winter New Jersey saw a little
over four inches of snow.

*  *  *  *  *
Bill Sheppard contributed to this

article.

                 Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
THE THREE AMIGOS…Westfield Republican Chairman Jon Bramnick, left,
Senator Tom Kean Jr., center, and Union County Chairman Ron Frigerio, right,
posed for a photo during the Republican’s annual Lincoln Day celebration at the
Westwood on Thursday.

MS to Use Last Year’s
Funds for Recent Snow

By MARY RONK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the open session of the
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting this past Tuesday evening,
Mayor Robert Viglianti began his
address by reminding everyone that
April 2003 will be Organ Tissue Do-
nor Awareness Month. He stressed the
importance of such a cause and en-
couraged everyone to consider do-
nating vital organs.

Additionally, with the recent ma-
jor snowfall, Mayor Viglianti was
grateful that the Borough was now
able to use un-appropriated funds
from last years’ snow removal budget
for this year. In the past unused funds
were held for one year and the council
was legally unable to transferred dol-
lars from one year to the next. Also,
since New Jersey’s Governor James
McGreevy declared a state of emer-
gency for Monday and part of Tues-
day, there might be some state funds
that would help to offset the cost of
snow removal for the borough.

Tax refunds were issued and raffle
applications received. The council
also approved a $300 donation for
the Governor Livingston High
School Project Graduation. This is an
alcohol free party held for high school
seniors at Rutgers University.

Second readings for the following
ordinances were to appropriate the
sum of $70,000 from the Capital Im-
provement Fund for the construction
of the ADA Accessible Restroom Fa-
cility at Deerfield School playing
field.

$22,000 was appropriated from the
Capital Improvement Fund for a li-
brary ADA Circulation Desk/Recre-
ation Service Desk.

An ordinance was also passed to
replace the code for the Community
Pool Regulations and Fees.

Total bills and claims were paid in
the amount of $1,292,941.02. De-
tails of these expenditures can be
found at the borough office.

The next work session will be on
Tuesday March 11th at 8PM.

Westfield Council OK’s Sale of Town
Property, Demolition of Three Homes
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Council Hears Budget Requests
From Dept. of Health, Court

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After the regular council meeting
on Tuesday night the council went
into budget discussions.

First the council met with represen-
tatives Bob Sherr and Tom O’Neill
from the Department of Health.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told the council that Westfield has a
regional health department, which
six other towns pay into.

Mr. Sherr explained that each town
is assessed by a formula which in-
cludes the number of eating estab-
lishments, and the town’s popula-
tion. In this year’s budget Westfield’s

assessment is lower, and they are ask-
ing for a salary increase.

Other services provided by the De-
partment of Health include pest con-
trol, the child health clinic and nurs-
ing costs, which are divided among
the towns by a different formula.

Mr. Sherr said that the department
is anticipating approximately
$120,000 in state aid for the year.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse questioned how
many people work in the department.

Mr. Sherr responded that other than
himself there are three full time envi-
ronmental health inspectors, one or
two per-diem inspectors, one full time

public health nurse, one to three per-
diem nurses and two full time secre-
taries, one of whom is the keeper of
vital statistics, and the other of whom
is the deputy. He added that there are
also two contracted physicians, three
veterinarians, a pest control contract
and the Associated Humane Society.

It was explained that Mr. Sherr and
the nurse, Nicole Melcher, are the
only employees in the department
who are non-union. The rest of the
employees belong to the Communi-
cation Workers of America (CWA).

Mayor Gregory McDermott ques-
tioned how much growth the depart-
ment would like to see.

Mr. Sherr responded that it is his
feeling that the state would like to see
a countywide department of health.
Westfield currently has the second
largest health department in the
county. The only department that is
larger is the City of Elizabeth’s.

Mayor McDermott also inquired
as to what the biggest service pro-
vided by the department is. Mr. Sherr
stated that their biggest service is
information, whether it be regarding
West Nile Virus, garbage, draught, or
small pox. He added that if they did
not have the answer in the depart-
ment they channel callers to help
them find the answer and follow up to
make sure they got the information
they needed.

Mr. Sherr stated that there is a prob-
lem with the Humane Society and
that he has asked all of the munici-
palities to enter into one-year con-
tracts. He said that there is “no one
else to provide the service” and that
the “county has studied it to death.”
Mr. Sherr said that though the county
should take over animal control, there
is a possibility that the department
could do it themselves.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night the Westfield Town
Council held a short public meeting
before going into budget discussions.
Absent from the meeting were: First
Ward Republican Councilman Sal
Caruana, both Second Ward Repub-
lican Councilmen Rafael Betancourt
and Matthew Albano and Third Ward
Republican Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky. Richard Brightman was
sitting in for Town Attorney Robert
Cockren.

Just before the meeting, Town En-

gineer Ken Marsh said that the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) was
working overnight to clear snow from
the downtown area and transport it to
Memorial Pool.

The council approved an ordi-
nance on second reading for the sale
of town property informally known
as 117 Greene Place, to Sharon
Coulter.

Westfield resident Vaughn Harris
questioned the council on how to get
an item on the council’s agenda for
discussion. Mr. Harris is a member of
the Westfield Tennis Association, and

would like the council to look into
the maintenance and upgrades of the
Town’s tennis courts.

Mayor McDermott said that it
would be something for the Recre-
ation Commission to discuss.

At the beginning of the public
meeting Mayor Gregory McDermott
praised Mr. Marsh and the DPW for
their work during Sunday and
Monday’s snow storm.

Mr. Marsh stated that they, “did a
great job,” and worked 25 hours
straight. He added that morale was
high.

In other business the council ap-
proved a resolution to enter into an
agreement with the Union County
S.L.A.P. program. S.L.A.P., which
stands for Sheriff’s Labor Awareness
Program, is a Community Service
program through the Union County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Jon Bramnick Chosen
By District for Assm. Seat

By JAMES A. BRIDGE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Jon Bramnick of Westfield won the
numbers game Tuesday night. And
while the numbers don’t lie, they
rarely tell the whole story.

A true uproar greeted a unified
Union County opened Pandora’s Box
by putting forward a single candidate
to combat three other candidates from
a much smaller contingent of
Somerset, Morris and Essex County
delegates to choose between four
candidates to fill the vacant 21st dis-
trict seat left by now State Senator

Tom Kean Jr.
The Union County mini-conven-

tion yielded a single winner, Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, the winner
after three votes, 99-96, and the other
Union County candidates put their
support behind Bramnick as the
Westwood opened the wall between
Union County and the other del-
egates.

The partitions between banquet
rooms opened upon a restless, plain-
tive room of unhappy Essex, Morris
and Somerset County Republicans,
some of whom felt railroaded by their
more numerous Union County breth-
ren.

In fact, the dividers opened upon
division. There proceeded from the
second room a barrage of challenges
on the floor by at least one candidate.
And it took the steady hand and cool
head of veteran Republican Richard
Kamin, state GOP co-chair, to quiet
the seething uproar and convince the
upstarts to withdraw a motion to bar
consideration of candidates whose
town is already representative in the
New Jersey legislature.

The trouble began outside the
Union County caucus, when Dan
Gallic of Warren,  in Somerset County,
was repulsed from the door.

Mr. Gallic, who recently managed
the unsuccessful campaign for U.S.
Senatore campaign for Doug Forrester,

said in that hallway behind the closed
door that Union County was closing
ranks to propose a solidarity candi-
date, and thereby hold the majority
delegate hammer over the less nu-
merous “other” Republicans waiting
for the joint 8 p.m. convention.

“The Union county delegation
shouldn’t have been so heavy
handed,” he said. He called to one of
the men standing guard over the door
to instruct man to call back one non-
Union county politician who’d been
allowed access. The man answered,
“there is a congressman in there too.

Jon Bramnick

Do you want me to drag him out?”
Inside, the Union County delegates

were coalescing. Hank Kurz threw
his support to Westfield’s Bramnick,
saying, that while he had been out-
marketed and out-spent, he could do
the math and could see that his
Roselle Park contingent’s 20 votes
couldn’t elect him in a room with
candidates form Summit, Cranford
and Westfield.

“I know how to count,” he said,
adding that he was a loyal party man.
“I am first and foremost a Republi-
can.”

Dr. P. Kelly Hatfield, of Summit, ran
in the first round of voting, and then
nominated Bramnick for the second
round challenged by Cranford’s Phil
Morin.

Back outside, Mr. Gallic was pac-
ing and eagerly awaiting his turn to
speak. As the room dividers parted,
Gallic challenged Joan Pappen’s
nomination of the convention chair
before approval of convention rules.
Attorney Michael Tripody, Mayor of
Kenilworth, was asked by the to an-
swer Mr. Gallic’s charges, but again
the Somerset County politician held
firm.

“Whose attorney is this?” he said,
standing in the space between the
rooms. Cries of support for his con-
cerns cheered him on from behind.
But ahead, Union county delegates

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

grumbled. “We don’t want to be divi-
sive here!” one man called out. “What
are, Democrats?” hollered another.

Mr. Gallic wanted another agenda
before the convention: to have a sec-
ond set of rules approved that would
keep any one town from having more
than one representative from the dis-
trict in the legislature. The Union
County group tried to convene the
meeting when Joan Pappen of Scotch
Plains tried to nominate Union County
Republican Chairman Ron Frigerio
as chairman. Mr. Frigerio had been
chairman of the just-completed Union
County convention. The vote was by
ayes and nays, and the ayes were
granted the award. Again the hall
convulsed with disapproval, as the
clearly less numerous other-county
delegates raised their voices in pro-
test. They nominated Morris County
Freeholder John Sette as chair, and
called their own ayes and nays. The
meeting descended into dissent and
disorder.

At that point, Dick Kamin con-

          Photo Courtesy of Karen Clarkson
THE SOLEMNITY OF SNOW...On Monday, blankets of snow covered the September 11 memorial in Westfield. The snow
storm, which has been named the Blizzard of 2003, didn’t subside until late in the day.

                        Photo Courtesy of Karen Clarkson
BLIZZARD BEAUTIFUL...The American flags surrounding the Westfield World
War II Memorial continued to wave despite the high winds and snow storms which
pummeled the town on Monday.



CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Page 8 Thursday, February 20, 2003 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

���������	�
���������������	��
�
�


�����������	���
�����������������������
�������

�����������
�����������	�������
������������������
�������

������������������������ 	
��	����
�������

�����������
�������

������������	��
�
���������
��������

��������	
�������

��
���������	�
�������
�����
���
����
�
�����

������������	��
�
���������
��������

Published Annually
by ���������	�
�������

April 13, 2000 • $4.00

THIS IS WESTFIELD - 29th ANNUAL EDITIONTHIS IS WESTFIELD - 29th ANNUAL EDITIONTHIS IS WESTFIELD - 29th ANNUAL EDITIONTHIS IS WESTFIELD - 29th ANNUAL EDITIONTHIS IS WESTFIELD - 29th ANNUAL EDITION

PUBLISHED ANNUALLY
BY THE WESTFIELD LEADER

APRIL 12, 2001 • $4.00

����������	
��������������
���������������������
����	������������������������������	�

���	������	����������������������������������������� ��������������������	
�����������

����������������
���!���
���"#��"$$������������������������	���
�����������������������

�����������������������������������������	�����

%�	�����������
�	�����
�����������������	��������������	������������
��&������������������

���!��
�����������
���
&�	�����������������	
��������������������������
����	���������

������������������
���
��	����������������&�
����������
�������

����� ���	���� �����	����������� ��� ����
������� ��� ������ 	��	������� ������������ ���

'��������������������������
������
������������������
��������

��

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � 	 

� � � � �  � � �  	 � � 
 � � � � �

�  � � � �  � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �

�&�������
�����������(

JoinJoinJoinJoinJoin
thethethethethe

Team:Team:Team:Team:Team:
The Westfield Leader

andandandandand THE TIMES ofofofofof

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

FreelanceFreelanceFreelanceFreelanceFreelance
Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:

We are currently seeking
freelance professionals to cover
meetings in Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Freelancers must be
available during evening hours.
Meetings typically covered in
our newspapers include Board
of Education, Planning Boards,
Municipal Councils, etc. Col-
lege students welcomed. For in-
formation, contact Lauren Pass
at (908) 232-4407 or send email
to editor@goleader.com.

Paramedics 35 (first call); 10 (second call); 0 (third call) = 45
Driver Assists 0 (first call); 4 (second call); 0 (third call) = 4
Genesis Eldercare  7 (first call); 2 (second call); 0 (third call)    = 9
Senior Citizens Complex  10 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)    = 10
Sunrise Assisted Living 2 (first call); 1 (second call); 1 (third call)    = 4
Out of Town Mutual Aid 1 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call) = 1
Total Calls: 109

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for Weeks Ending February 1 and 8, 2003

Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury 10             4          2
Airway Obstruction 1             1
Behavioral Disorder 1          1
Bleeding/Hemorrhage 2              3
Cardiac Related 9              4
Chest Injury              1          1
Diabetic Related (Potential) 4              1
Gastro-Intestinal Distress 3              3
Lift Assist 5              1
OB/GYN 2
Other Injury 2                           2          1
Poisoning (Accidental 1
Respiratory Distress 11              1
Seizure 1              1
Spinal Injury 2              1
Stroke/CVA 2
Suspected Fracture 8              6         1
Syncope 2              1
Unconscious 2              1
Other 2               2

TOTALS 70              33         6

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:
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Jon Bramnick Chosen
By District for Assm. Seat

The health department is asking
for two vehicles for employees who
are out in the field. Mr. Sherr ex-
plained that inspectors are called
out for a variety of things during off
hours such as restaurant fires, spills,
and anthrax scares. He added that
the department is being relied upon
more by the police, fire and emer-
gency medical services agencies.
The expense for the cars would not
be passed on to the other towns. Mr.
Gildea stated that the cars do not
have to be a capitol expense.

Mr. Gildea told the council that
he had asked all of the departments
to come in with the same budget as
last year or under.

Next to appear before the council
were municipal court Judge Brenda
Cuba and Court Administrator
Linda Chieffo.

Judge Cuba explained to the
council that court sits on Wednes-
day, and even though it is a medium
sized court it handles a high vol-
ume of cases. She also said that the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Hears Budget Requests
From Dept. of Health, Court

Administrative Office of Courts is
mandating that traffic cases be dis-
posed within 60 days.

Judge Cuba is also on 24-hour
call so that bail can be set, or a
temporary restraining order can be
put in place. She also serves as the
first back up for the judge in
Mountainside.

She praised all of the staff in the
court and violations bureau for their
work.

Though both Judge Cuba and Ms.
Chieffo stated that it is not the
court’s goal to generate funds for
the town, the court did generate
$490,793 in 2002. The county re-
ceives half of all fines collected for
all moving violations and the state
receives all of the money fined to
uninsured motorists. All of the park-
ing fines levied in town goes di-
rectly to the town.

Ms. Chieffo said that fewer speed-
ers are coming into court to fight
their tickets. Mr. Gildea said that,
“historically Westfield people do
come in,” to fight tickets, residents
“fight everything.”

The court is requesting an addi-
tional full time employee with
record keeping experience.

Mr. Gildea said that the budget is
down by $550 from last year, even
though there will be an increase in
the auditing costs for 2003. He
added that, “anything for the de-
partment is well spent money.”

Councilmen Sal Caruana, Mat-
thew Albano, Rafael Betancourt and
Andrew Skibitsky were all absent
from the meeting.

The council will continue bud-
get discussions on Wednesday
night at 8 p.m. and on Saturday
morning at 8:30 a.m.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

Friday, January 31
• Rahway Avenue – Water leak.
• Cedar Street – Disconnect malfunc-

tioning fire alarm.
• Fairacres Avenue – Downed cable

wire.
• Prospect Street – Gas leak.
• Central Avenue – Auto accident.
• Washington Street – Water leak.
• Carlton Road – Check a house for

carbon monoxide.
• Lamberts Mill Road – Dryer fire.

Saturday, February 1
• Westfield Avenue – Malfunctioning

fire alarm.
• Lenox Avenue – Flooded Basement.
• Oxford Terrace – Water leak.

Sunday, February 2
• South Avenue, west – Flooded base-

ment.
• Orenda Circle – Malfunctioning car-

bon monoxide alarm.
• South Avenue, West – Water prob-

lem.
• Springfield Avenue – Auto accident

with people trapped.
• East Gate Square – House lock-

out.
Monday, February 3

• East Broad Street – Malfunctioning
fire alarm.

• Myrtle Avenue – Downed power
lines.

• Westfield Avenue – Fire alarm acti-
vated unintentionally.

• Boulevard – Odor of smoke.
• Grove Street – Transformer fire.
• East Broad Street – Malfunctioning

fire alarm.
• North Avenue, West – Auto accident

with fluid spill.
Tuesday, February 4

• Pierson Street – Flooded Base-
ment.

• Winyah Avenue – Odor of smoke.
• Rahway Avenue – Fire alarm acti-

vated unintentionally.

• Springfield Avenue – Fire alarm ac-
tivated unintentionaly.

• Hyslip Avenue – Fire alarm activated
unintentionally.

• First Street – House lockout.
• Lenox Avenue – Downed power

line.
• Watchung Fork – Cooking fire.
• Washington Street – Tree branch hang-

ing on power line.
• Rahway Avenue – Water leak.

Wednesday, February 5
• Webster Place – Malfunctioning fire

alarm.
• Springfield Avenue – Fire alarm ac-

tivated unintentionally.
• South Avenue, East – Complaint in-

vestigation.
• Stonleigh Park – Overheated garage

door opener.
• South Avenue, East – Fire alarm

activated unintentionally.
• Rivervale Court in Scotch Plains –

Structure fire.
Thursday, February 6

• Central Avenue – Auto accident with
injuries.

• South Avenue, West – Cooking fire.
• Downer Street – Medical emergency.
• Springfield Avenue – Fire alarm ac-

tivated unintentionally.
• East Broad Street – Animal rescue.

Sheriff’s office.
They also approved resolutions for

the demolition of three single-family
homes: 550 Hillcrest Avenue, 632
Benson Place and 925 Brown Avenue.

The meeting was then moved to the
administration conference room for
budget discussion.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Mayor Marks Announces
Candidacy for State Senate

Martin Marks

SCOTCH PLAINS — Martin
Marks, the Mayor of Scotch Plains
Township has announced he will
be seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for
New Jersey Senate in
the 22nd legislative
district.

Mayor Marks is
serving his fourth year
as Scotch Plains
mayor and his sev-
enth year on the Town-
ship Council.

“My candidacy is
born out of utter frus-
tration with the way
Trenton has ignored
the property tax issue
in this state,” said
Mayor Marks.

“New Jersey contin-
ues to hold the dubious distinction
of having the highest property taxes
in the nation, and after serving more
than six years in municipal gov-
ernment, I see first hand the an-
guish it causes our taxpayers, espe-
cially those living on fixed in-
comes. As local elected officials,
we are bound by state laws that
place the burden of paying for
municipal and county services as
well as public education on resi-
dential property taxpayers. Quite
frankly, I feel that both Democrats

and Republicans in Trenton have
continually sidestepped the issue
of real property tax reform because

they haven’t had
the courage to do
the right thing. It
will take someone
with guts to ad-
vance a plan for
change, espe-
cially if it means
massive spend-
ing cuts and a
shift to another
form of revenue
collection other
than property
taxation,” he con-
tinued.

Mayor Marks
said he will also
fight any plan

such as the one Governor James
McGreevey advocated in his State
of the State address that calls for
additional development in this
legislative district and its neigh-
bors.

Mayor Marks is a dentist by pro-
fession and practices in Scotch
Plains, Summit, Roselle Park and
Union. He has lived in Union
County all his life and now resides
in Scotch Plains with his wife Lori,
their daughter Casey, and son Jef-
frey.

AREA –Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s Campus at Florham has
released the names of students who
qualified for the fall 2002 semester
Dean’s and Honors List.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a
student must have a 3.2 or better
grade point average out of a possible
4.0. For the Honors List, a 3.5 or better
is required.

Westfielders Caitlin MacDonald
and Catherine Niemiera, Scotch

Plains residents Adam Chinoy and
Kelly Gayara, Anthony Blasi of
Fanwood, Myriam Brezavscek of
Mountainside were named to the Hon-
ors List.

The Dean’s List included Fanwood
resident Elizabeth Black,
Mountainside residents Edward
Barrett and Joseph Sperlazza, Scotch
Plains students Robert Cardinale,
Rachel DeVico, Melissa Grzywacz,
Kerry McVey and Lisa Mortkowitz.

                                 Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BRAVING THE ELEMENTS...Despite the heavy snowfall, Westfielders braved
the snowy streets and freezing temperatures to run errands and get to work.

             Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ATLANTIC CITY CASINO?…No, shown above are the anxious candidates
watching the ballot count at the District 21 GOP convention on Tuesday night in
Garwood. Former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin stands with Westfield Republican
Chairman Jon Bramnick, as Henry Kurz of Roselle Park looks anxiously in the
background.

               Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MINI CONFERENCE…While the GOP County Chairman deliberated, candi-
date, and ultimate winner of the convention for the 21st district assembly seat, Jon
Bramnick, right, conferred with Congressman Mike Ferguson.

vinced the room to allow a 10-minute
recess, and he huddled with the four
County GOP chairman outside the
room.

But the room continued to roil with
dissatisfaction. Bob Goss of Long
Hill Township said that while in the
past there have been dominating can-
didates from Union County and from
Westfield, this time there were many
strong candidates. He said he had
hoped for a more open discussion on
ideas. He, like Mr. Gallic, was in-
censed at the presentation of a candi-
date by the unified Union County
delegation.

“This is railroading politics,” he
said.

The recess led to a softening be-
tween the two groups. Mr. Bramnick
quickly passed the gap between the
two groups and sat with different
groups from the non-Union group.
He spoke with Mr. Gallic and the two
shook hands. But the ten minutes
came, and another. With nearly thirty
minutes in discussion, the leadership
nominated Dick Kamin as the con-
vention chair. And from that point,
the meeting pressed on.

“We appreciate your positions,” he
said, “but we have important work to
do.”

Mr. Gallic immediately withdrew
his motion to bar candidates whose
towns already have representation in
the New Jersey legislature. Soon the
nominations of candidates were made
to go against the Union County man.
Gallic urged the convention to ig-
nore pleas or pressure to vote for any
one candidate, clearly targeting the
Union contingent. “I urge you to
speak freely, and to vote your con-
science.” But ultimately he, along
with James Barry of Harding, Tom
McDermott of Milburn lost the num-
bers game. After all, of the 238 del-
egates present, 120 were needed for a
simple majority. And Union County
started the night at 6 p.m. with 186.

Mr. Bramnick heaped praise upon
his fellow candidates, and swore to
upheld his mandate to represent all
the towns in this district, that extends
from Madison, Chatham, Milburn,
Long Hill, and down to Kenilworth
and Roselle Park.

“I salute all of you as leaders of our
Republican Party,” he said. “I expect
to represent each and every person in
exactly the same way.”

And, somewhat lost in the fray was
the purpose we would work in Tren-
ton. As Republicans, he said, “we
don’t need every problem out there
solved by government.”

He said that he would reach out to
dissatisfied Democrats and the unaf-
filiated voter to convince them to
join him in stopping the flow of money
from their municipalities to the state
without clear benefit in return.

Congressman Mike Ferguson said
that the spectacle of the initially di-
vided convention was more a cel-
ebration of democracy than any indi-
cation of rift.

“It is a complicated issue,” he said
of the four-county composition of
the 21st district and the feelings of
the non-Union minority. “It’s not al-
ways pretty, but it works. It shows the
enthusiasm and strength of our party,”
he said.

Dean’s and Honors List Told
By Fairleigh Dickinson Univ.
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Presidents Day Snow
Shuts Down State

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

The state came to a stand still on
Sunday night and all day Monday as a
snow storm slowly crept up from the
south, bringing with it wind gusts of
over 30 miles per hour and dumping
over 20 inches of white fluffy powder on
the area.

Micah Rasmussen, spokes person for
Governor James McGreevey told The
Times on Sunday afternoon, “Governor
(James) McGreevey has declared a State
of Emergency due to the snow. That
declaration gives the NJ State Police
broad powers including the power to
close any state highways they deem a
danger to public safety. The Governor
also can mobilize the NJ National
Guard.”

The NJ State Department of Transpor-
tation mobilized 1,500 pieces of equip-
ment to plow major roadways. The turn-
pike authority had 300 pieces of equip-
ment in service Sunday.

State police told The Times early Sun-
day evening that several minor acci-
dents and spinouts were reported in the
southern section of the Garden State.

The emergency broadcast network
interrupted regular programming to in-
form the public of the snow warning
while Fanwood Television advised resi-
dents to remove their cars from the streets.

Public Works employees from
Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Union County were called in early to
work on Sunday.

As the snow continued through the
day on Monday, plows were out in full
force around the state and blizzard like
conditions ensued to create massive
snow drifts.

As Monday was Presidents Day many
schools and businesses were already
closed, and those that weren’t were forced
to shut down, including the offices of
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

The storm system crept up the east
coast dumping snow from Virginia to
Vermont. Parts of Maryland reported 49
inches of snow.

Last winter New Jersey saw a little
over four inches of snow.

*  *  *  *  *
Bill Sheppard contributed to this

article.

Council Examines SP Budget;
Residents Will See Tax Hike

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

As the 2003 municipal budget and
tax picture in Scotch Plains begins
to become more focused, a property
tax increase well above what’s been
the norm in recent years seems al-
most a forgone conclusion. The
Township Council is currently ex-
amining the appropriations side of
this year’s spending plan put forth
by Township Manager Thomas
Atkins, who called the preparation
of this year’s budget “the most diffi-
cult one” he has worked on in his 23
years in his position.

Mr. Atkins submitted a recom-
mended budget of $18.63 million,
3.5 percent more than last year. How-
ever, he said he had cut about
$720,000 from the original $19.35

million in spending requests by vari-
ous municipal departments and divi-
sions. Had all those original requests
been honored, he informed the Coun-
cil, “the property tax increase for local
government purposes on the spend-
ing side would have been 14 points,
not counting our serious problems on
the revenue side of the budget.”

The township government is expe-
riencing revenue problems, includ-
ing a weak economy, flat state aid for
a second straight year and much lower
returns on investments. Mr. Atkins
said that even if revenues remained
the same this year, the tax increase for
local government purposes would be
about six tax points this year; given
that it’s a good bet that the revenue
picture this year will be worse than
2002, a tax hike of more than six

points looks to be in the offing.
Mr. Atkins’ budget proposal con-

tinues all local services and programs,
including recycling, library services,
recreation programs, senior citizen
transportation and participation in
various shared services initiatives.
Yet again, non-discretionary spend-
ing is on the rise, with several areas
seeing significant, and unavoidable,
increases. Insurance costs will rise by
more than $185,000, payments to the
two local sewerage authorities will
increase by more than $45,000 and
the rise in debt service will be more
than $225,000.

The Council will take a few weeks
to examine the spending proposals
and make any cuts, if they feel it’s
necessary, before discussing the ac-
tual property tax levy for 2003. It’s
expected that the budget will be for-
mally introduced sometime in early
spring and voted on in April.

Fifth Draft of School Calendar Proves to Be
The Charm; No Increase in State Aid Allotted

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

The January 13 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing kicked off with Ryan Weber’s
student Liaison report.

Mr. Weber, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dent, discussed his peer’s ideas about
the high school’s large courtyard. Mr.
Weber reiterated that students would
like to put benches and picnic tables
in the courtyard or perhaps use the
space as an outdoor theater.

SPFHS Principle Dr. David Heisey
told the board that the PTA currently
is putting away funds for the court-
yard and plans on approaching the
board in the future once they have

reached their monetary goal.
In addition Mr. Weber spoke of all

Model UN’s accomplishments. The
Board of Education expressed their
encouragement and congratulated all
of the students for their efforts.

Business Administrator, Anthony
Del Sordi expressed to the commu-
nity that the SP-F school district
would not receive any additional state
aid for the 2003-04 school year. Ac-
cording to Mr. Del Sordi, “we have
been frozen for the past two years.”

According to official results by The
Department of Education, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School district’s ac-
tual total state aid is $3,996,887.

At the meeting, six letters addressed
to the board were acknowledged. In
particular, a letter dated January 16
from Ms. D. L. Asher and Mr. R. G.
Webb regarding the construction of a
handicapped accessible bathroom in
the nurse’s office at the high school
and a letter dated January 23, from
Fanwood Borough Clerk and Admin-
istrator Eleanor McGovern regard-
ing a resolution, which was adopted
by the Mayor and Council of
Fanwood relevant to rising medical
malpractice insurance premiums. The
board acknowledged the letter and
has passed it to Assemblywoman
Linda Stender. Another significant
letter was regarding a petition from
Evergreen Park Residents and the
concerns of homeowners regarding
parking in the area.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye responded to the petition, stat-
ing that she, as well as the board are
currently looking for temporary park-
ing and that Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks is also looking into
options. Dr. Choye and the board
apologized to the community for any
inconvenience. According to the
board, the parking problems are be-
ing caused by the two-month con-

struction delay, which is highly due
to this year’s inclement weather.

Dr. Choye’s Superintendent report
approved an out of district placement
for an emotionally disturbed student to
attend school at Somerset Secondary
Academy at a tuition cost of $17,163.92;
the board approved the Memorandum
of Agreement with law enforcement
officials and perhaps the most antici-
pated event of them all, the board ap-
proved draft five of the 2003-04 school
calendar as well as the 12-month em-
ployee calendar. The calendar shows
that the first day of school will begin on
September 3 and close on June 22.

In addition, Dr. Choye also ap-
proved the Superintendent’s person-
nel report, were the board wished Dr.
Timothy Hamway, Director of Spe-
cial Services the best of luck. Dr.
Hamway has resigned and is moving
on to another district.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a reduction of $10,000 in
construction cost at Terrill Middle
School, from Direct Digital Control.

Mr. Del Sordi also told the board,
that the county is recommending that
the Board of Education recommend
an increase in the amount paid to
election workers who work the school
board elections from $7.69 to $11.
The board did not make an official CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

The Tuesday Evening Crew At
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood requested and was granted
an opportunity to spend some time
with the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
In Scotch Plains they divide the day
into three shifts, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., 6
p.m. to 11 p.m., and 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.

As a station wagon pulls into the
parking lot, the license plates signify
the driver is a combat veteran and the
recipient of the Purple Heart. The
vehicle belongs to Harold Hill, Jr.,
who happens to be the longest serv-
ing member on the squad. We ex-
change brief greetings and he makes
a bee line for the front entrance of the
building, he picks up a snow shovel
and clears the front walk quicker than
a man half his age.

Harold, it turns out, is the current
treasurer of the unit, a position he’s
held since 1981 when he took over
from his dad Harold Sr. who was one
of the founding fathers of the organi-
zation back in 1937. His dad helped
found the squad when he was a Scotch
Plains police officer who worked
through the ranks to become police
chief for many years. Harold, a Ko-

rean War veteran, was awarded two
purple hearts while in the United
States Marines. Harold has held ev-
ery position on the squad, including
president since he joined in 1958.

Harold was “born and bred” in
Scotch Plains, and has personally
answered over 11,000 calls.

The rest of the volunteer crew be-
gins to file in. Dan Sullivan, Joanne
Gurske, Susan Baldani and Bob
Foerster. Bob Gurske, Joanne’s hus-
band is on his way. Of the 50 plus
members, there are two husband and
wife teams, twin sisters as well as a
brother and a sister on the crews.

Almost immediately the “good-
natured” banter begins between ev-
eryone. It’s reminiscent of a Friar’s
Club roast, quick-witted humor no
holds barred.

The trucks, communication, and
equipment have already been
checked and are ready. A young Scotch
Plains man Jason Villane, who com-
pleted his Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) training stops in to
pick up his first pager. The mood
turns serious as he gets specific in-
structions on his responsibilities with
the squad. There are currently six

cadet members (under age 18); the
youngest cadet member is 16 while
the oldest active member is 78.

“Members get free paid training to
become an EMT and are not currently
required to pull mandatory number
of shifts,” says Susan Baldani, a mem-
ber since 1992 who travels in from
Basking Ridge.

Susan does orientation for new
members and during the day is the
Director of a language School in Sum-
mit. Susan tells The Times, “I dreaded
my first emergency call. I remember
going out on a routine transportation
call (non-emergency) in my first year,
an elderly woman who appeared not
to be alive when we arrived. Immedi-
ately, we all went on alert, calmly
going about our business. I realized

decision on this motion; however,
Mr. Del Sordi reiterated to the board
that he would speak to the county to
see if this action is necessary.

The board also recommended for
Potter Architects to prepare plans and
specification for the following
projects: ADA renovations to the high
school nurse’s office and Renovation
work to the high school gymnasiums.
In addition Potter Architects are to
evaluate the current high school band
room and associated storage areas.

The board accepted the 2002-2003
IDEA-B Grant Funding. The grant
will benefit the Special Education
program and will pay for a few staff-
ing positions to be filled.

The following bill lists were ap-
proved: The January 17 bill list for
$778,196.57, the January 31 bill list
for $1,074,987.45, the January and
February 2003 Manual Check List
for $110,934.46.

The following policies were
adopted:  number 1312, Community
Complaints and Inquiries; number
5146.6, Parent/Student Grievance
Procedure; number 5145.6R, Regu-
lations, Formal Student and/or Par-
ent Complaint Procedure and num-
ber 5136, Fund raising Activities.

In addition, there was a first reading on

Memorial Park to Be
Dedicated; Parking

Issues at SPFHS Arise
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Plans are in the works for the new
park on Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains, which will be named Memo-
rial Park, to be dedicated on or around
September 11.

Mayor Martin Marks, who an-
nounced last week that the park would
be named in honor of the three town-
ship natives who died on September
11, 2001, said at the Township
Council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday night that, “it might be a
nice time to dedicate the park” and
urged the Recreation Commission to
begin looking into the purchase of a
monument of some type.

The Mayor said he has been told
that the park, which began to be
developed last fall and will house a
baseball and soccer field, will likely
be done in the spring but won’t be
ready for play until the fall. Rainy
weather in the late fall and then the
snowy and cold winter have set back
the timetable a bit.

The Council is expected to pass a
resolution next week authorizing
$7,000 in funding for the local Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee (MAC),
a local group that works to prevent
substance abuse. Pointing out that
the Fanwood Borough Council
passed its own funding resolution

last week, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato noted that several mem-
bers there had questioned whether
MAC’s programs were effective and
then wondered if the group could
provide Scotch Plains officials with
some sort of report on its activities
and accomplishments, “especially
during times of a budget crunch.”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
agreed, saying she “can’t dis-
agree” with the points that had
been raised by the two Fanwood
officials, Councilmen Stuart
Kline and Joel Whitaker, both of
who voted against the Fanwood
funding resolution.

The council also promised to look
into resident complaints about park-
ing by high school students at Ever-
green Park. The governing body
received a petition signed by con-
cerned local residents. Apparently,
according to schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Carol Choye, the high school
is presently short of about 60 park-
ing spaces due to construction, forc-
ing students to park elsewhere. But
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said,
“this problem started long before
the construction.”

The council will now contact the
board of education to set up a meet-
ing with residents and also ask the
police to evaluate the situation.

          Bill Sheppard for The Times
FANWOOD FAN GIRL…12-year-old Kate Celardo demonstrates the Language
of the Fan at the Fanwood Memorial Library. Ms Celardo is a student at Terrill
Middle School who has her fan collection on display at the library. The Fanwood
Library is celebrating its 100th birthday in 2003.

         Bill Sheppard for The Times
COWABUNGA!…Fanwood residents enjoyed snowboarding and sledding be-
hind Borough Hall on Tuesday.

                   Bill Sheppard for The Times
MAYORS OF SCOTCH PLAINS…At last Thursday’s Lincoln Day celebration at the Westwood in Garwood, Scotch Plains
Republicans were represented by a collection of former mayors as well as the current mayor. Seated, from left to right, are:
Former Mayor Joan Papen, Former Mayor and Scotch Plains Republican Chairman Bill McClintock, Mayor Martin Marks
and Former Mayor Gabe Spera.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

FreelanceFreelanceFreelanceFreelanceFreelance
Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:Reporters:

We are currently seeking
freelance professionals to cover
meetings in Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Freelancers must be
available during evening hours.
Meetings typically covered in
our newspapers include Board
of Education, Planning Boards,
Municipal Councils, etc. Col-
lege students welcomed. For in-
formation, contact Lauren Pass
at (908) 232-4407 or send email
to editor@goleader.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Thursday, February 13
• Resident of Rolling Knolls Lane

reported that someone entered two ve-
hicles parked at the residence overnight.
Both vehicles had minor damage to the
inside.

• A vehicle was entered overnight while
parked on Prospect Street. A small amount
of cash and personal items were taken from
inside of the vehicle.

• A 15-year-old female from Roselle
was found in possession of a small quan-
tity of marijuana at Union Catholic High
School. Complaints are to be filed with the
juvenile court.

Friday, February 14
• At approximately 12:15 p.m. officers

responded to a Winding Brook Way resi-
dence on an alarm call. It appears as if
someone attempted to gain entry to the
residence by prying open a rear door.
Nothing was taken in the attempt.

• A Smith Street resident reported her

vehicle was entered while it was parked in
her driveway for two days. Items where
left out of the glove box and there was
damage to the door lock. Nothing appeared
to be missing.

Saturday, February 15
• Entry was gained to an East Sec-

ond Street business through an un-
locked interior door. Items were found
in disarray but nothing appeared to have
been taken.

• A 1991 Ford Mustang was reported
stolen from the Snuffy’s parking lot during
the evening hours. The vehicle was later
recovered in Newark.

• Damage was reported to a 2002 Lexus
in Snuffy’s parking lot in an attempt to gain
entry during the evening.

Sunday, February 16
• Report of damage done to a 1992

BMW in the 300 block of Myrtle Avenue
overnight in an apparent attempt to gain
entry and start the vehicle.
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policy number 5142.2, Bicycle Safety,
which lists safety expectations and li-
ability concerns for all students who ride
bikes to school. There was also a first
reading on policy number 1322, Con-
tests for Students, which outlines con-
test guidelines for the district.

The board rescinded the following
polices: number 1251, Loitering and
Causing Disturbances; number 1312/
5145.6, Student and/or Parent Com-
plaints and number 1314, Soliciting
Finds in School Facility.

In regards to shared services, the board
adopted a resolution to amend contract
with Jersey Professional Management
for general coordination and facilita-
tion services. The board also passed a
motion to establish a Public Works
Shared Services Committee and ap-
proved a Coordinator of Public Works
Shared Services as well as a Coordina-
tor of Recreation Shared Services.

In addition, the board gladly
adopted a resolution proclaiming the
month of February 2003 as “Black
History Awareness Month.”

Board members also acknowledged
the strong presence of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Community at the recent State-
wide Summit Event held on February 12
at East Brunswick High School. The
summit, organized by the Garden State
Coalition of Schools, discussed fund-
ing as well as other relevant issues per-
taining to public education. The board
acknowledged and thanked many local
political figures that were present.

The board also thanked the com-
munity for their interest and partici-
pation in the long-range planning
forum, which was held on Saturday,
February 8 at McGinn School. Ac-
cording to Dr. Choye more than 120
people dedicated their time to par-
ticipate in the event.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 27 at 7:45 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-Fanwood
School Bd.

Westfield Council OK’s Sale of Town
Property, Demolition of Three Homes

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Tuesday night the
Westfield Town Council held a short
public meeting before going into
budget discussions. Absent from the
meeting were: First Ward Republican
Councilman Sal Caruana, both Sec-
ond Ward Republican Councilmen
Rafael Betancourt and Matthew
Albano and Third Ward Republican
Councilman Andrew Skibitsky. Ri-
chard Brightman was sitting in for
Town Attorney Robert Cockren.

Just before the meeting, Town En-

gineer Ken Marsh said that the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) was
working overnight to clear snow from
the downtown area and transport it to
Memorial Pool.

The council approved an ordinance
on second reading for the sale of town
property informally known as 117
Greene Place, to Sharon Coulter.

Westfield resident Vaughn Harris
questioned the council on how to get
an item on the council’s agenda for
discussion. Mr. Harris is a member of
the Westfield Tennis Association, and
would like the council to look into
the maintenance and upgrades of the
Town’s tennis courts.

Mayor McDermott said that it
would be something for the Recre-
ation Commission to discuss.

At the beginning of the public
meeting Mayor Gregory McDermott

praised Mr. Marsh and the DPW for
their work during Sunday and
Monday’s snow storm.

Mr. Marsh stated that they, “did a
great job,” and worked 25 hours
straight. He added that morale was
high.

In other business the council ap-
proved a resolution to enter into an
agreement with the Union County
S.L.A.P. program. S.L.A.P., which
stands for Sheriff’s Labor Awareness
Program, is a Community Service
program through the Union County
Sheriff’s office.

They also approved resolutions for
the demolition of three single-family
homes: 550 Hillcrest Avenue, 632
Benson Place and 925 Brown Avenue.

The meeting was then moved to the
administration conference room for
budget discussion.

Jon Bramnick Chosen
By District for Assm. Seat

By JAMES A. BRIDGE
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Jon Bramnick of
Westfield won the numbers game
Tueday night. And while the numbers
don’t lie, they rarely tell the whole
story.

A true uproar greeted a unified
Union County opened Pandora’s
Box by putting forward a single can-
didate to combat three other candi-
dates from a much smaller contin-
gent of Somerset, Morris and Essex
County delegates to choose between
four candidates to fill the vacant
21st district seat left by now State
Senator Tom Kean Jr.

The Union County mini-conven-
tion yielded a single winner, Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, the winner
after three votes, 99-96, and the other
Union County candidates put their
support behind Bramnick as the
Westwood opened the wall between
Union County and the other del-
egates.

The partitions between banquet
rooms opened upon a restless, plain-
tive room of unhappy Essex, Morris
and Somerset County Republicans,
some of whom felt railroaded by their
more numerous Union County breth-
ren.

In fact, the dividers opened upon
division. There proceeded from the
second room a barrage of challenges
on the floor by at least one candidate.
And it took the steady hand and cool
head of veteran Republican Richard
Kamin, state GOP co-chair, to quiet
the seething uproar and convince the
upstarts to withdraw a motion to bar
consideration of candidates whose
town is already representative in the
New Jersey legislature.

The trouble began outside the
Union County caucus, when Dan
Gallic of Warren, in Somerset
County, was repulsed from the
door.

Mr. Gallic, who recently managed
the unsuccessful campaign for U.S.
Senate  of Doug Forrester, said in that
hallway behind the closed door that
Union County was closing ranks to
propose a solidarity candidate, and
thereby hold the majority delegate
hammer over the less numerous
“other” Republicans waiting for the
joint 8 p.m. convention.

“The Union county delegation
shouldn’t have been so heavy
handed,” he said. He called to one of
the men standing guard over the door
to instruct man to call back one non-
Union county politician who’d been
allowed access. The man answered,
“there is a congressman in there too.
Do you want me to drag him out?”

Inside, the Union County delegates
were coalescing. Hank Kurz threw his
support to Westfield’s Bramnick, say-
ing, that while he had been out-mar-
keted and out-spent, he could do the
math and could see that his Roselle
Park contingent’s 20 votes couldn’t
elect him in a room with candidates
form Summit, Cranford and Westfield.

“I know how to count,” he said,
adding that he was a loyal party man.
“I am first and foremost a Republi-
can.”

Dr. P. Kelly Hatfield, of Summit, ran
in the first round of voting, and then
nominated Bramnick for the second
round challenged by Cranford’s Phil
Morin.

Back outside, Mr. Gallic was pac-
ing and eagerly awaiting his turn to
speak. As the room dividers parted,
Gallic challenged Joan Pappen’s
nomination of the convention chair
before approval of convention rules.
Attorney Michael Tripody, Mayor of
Kenilworth, was asked by the to an-
swer Mr. Gallic’s charges, but again
the Somerset County politician held
firm.

“Whose attorney is this?” he said,
standing in the space between the
rooms. Cries of support for his con-
cerns cheered him on from behind.
But ahead, Union county delegates
grumbled. “We don’t want to be divi-
sive here!” one man called out. “What
are, Democrats?” hollered another.

Mr. Gallic wanted another agenda
before the convention: to have a
second set of rules approved that
would keep any one town from hav-
ing more than one representative
from the district in the legislature.
The Union County group tried to
convene the meeting when Joan
Pappen of Scotch Plains tried to
nominate Union County Republi-
can Chairman Ron Frigerio as chair-
man. Mr. Frigerio had been chairman
of the just-completed Union County
convention. The vote was by ayes
and nays, and the ayes were granted
the award. Again the hall convulsed
with disapproval, as the clearly less
numerous other-county delegates
raised their voices in protest. They
nominated Morris County Free-
holder John Sette as chair, and called
their own ayes and nays. The meet-
ing descended into dissent and dis-
order.

At that point, Dick Kamin con-
vinced the room to allow a 10-minute
recess, and he huddled with the four
County GOP chairman outside the
room.

But the room continued to roil with
dissatisfaction. Bob Goss of Long
Hill Township said that while in the
past there have been dominating can-
didates from Union County and from
Westfield, this time there were many
strong candidates. He said he had
hoped for a more open discussion on
ideas. He, like Mr. Gallic, was in-
censed at the presentation of a candi-
date by the unified Union County
delegation.

“This is railroading politics,” he
said.

The recess led to a softening be-
tween the two groups.  Mr.
Bramnick quickly passed the gap
between the two groups and sat
with different groups from the non-
Union group. He spoke with Mr.
Gallic and the two shook hands.
But the ten minutes came, and an-
other. With nearly thirty minutes
in discussion, the leadership nomi-
nated Dick Kamin as the conven-
tion chair. And from that point, the
meeting pressed on.

“We appreciate your positions,” he
said, “but we have important work to
do.”

Mr. Gallic immediately withdrew
his motion to bar candidates whose
towns already have representation
in the New Jersey legislature. Soon
the nominations of candidates were
made to go against the Union
County man. Gallic urged the con-

vention to ignore pleas or pressure
to vote for any one candidate, clearly
targeting the Union contingent. “I
urge you to speak freely, and to vote
your conscience.” But ultimately
he, along with James Barry of
Harding, Tom McDermott of
Milburn lost the numbers game.
After all, of the 238 delegates
present, 120 were needed for a simple
majority. And Union County started
the night at 6 p.m. with 186.

Mr. Bramnick heaped praise upon
his fellow candidates, and swore to
upheld his mandate to represent all
the towns in this district, that extends
from Madison, Chatham, Milburn,
Long Hill, and down to Kenilworth
and Roselle Park.

“I salute all of you as leaders of our
Republican Party,” he said. “I expect
to represent each and every person in
exactly the same way.”

And, somewhat lost in the fray was
the purpose we would work in Tren-
ton. As Republicans, he said, “we
don’t need every problem out there
solved by government.”

He said that he would reach out to
dissatisfied Democrats and the un-
affiliated voter to convince them to
join him in stopping the flow of
money from their municipalities to
the state without clear benefit in
return.

Congressman Mike Ferguson said
that the spectacle of the initially di-
vided convention was more a cel-
ebration of democracy than any indi-
cation of rift.

“It is a complicated issue,” he said
of the four-county composition of
the 21st district and the feelings of
the non-Union minority. “It’s not al-
ways pretty, but it works. It shows the
enthusiasm and strength of our party,”
he said.

then that the training took over. I
know, with the proper training, that
almost anyone can be trained to do
this.”

The squad, the First Volunteer Res-
cue Squad in Union County averages
about 100 or more calls a month,
survives solely on donations and is
comprised of 100 percent volunteers.

Dan Sullivan of Scotch Plains
clearly remembers his first call; “It
was October 15, 1970 out on Route
22. The car was a new Pontiac, badly
crushed. When I arrived, Harold was
doing an extraction and literally
pulled the door off the car to extract
the victim. That was when the divider
between the lanes on Route 22 was
only 18 inches high. Most people
aren’t aware that numerous lives were
saved after they elevated those divid-
ers.”

Dan Sullivan, whose wife Judy is a
Registered Nurse, is also a former squad
member. Dan serves on the Governor’s
Council on Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) for Children, is the del-
egate to the New Jersey First Aid Coun-
cil, served as President of the squad
over the years, is currently the chair-
person for the 2nd District, and for the
State of N.J. is the chair for the stan-
dards for all volunteer ambulances.

Joanne Gurske, Captain of the
squad, knows first hand that almost
anyone “who wants to” can be trained
to be a first responder EMT. “I joined
when I was 40 years old, one year after
my husband Bob, afraid of blood, even
when I was raising our children. My
husband Bob will tell you.” Joanne,
the mother of two, is a 31-yr. veteran of
the classroom in South Plainfield
where she teaches elementary music.

“The training I received and what
new members get today, 10 hours in
a hospital emergency room, helped
me to help others in an emergency.”
Joanne’s husband Bob, a director of
technology at Trinity Academy,
joined in 1989. “When I was a kid
living on Mountain Avenue in Scotch
Plains I always was fascinated when
the squad’s rig went down the street.
I decided when I hit 40 it was time to
make that dream a reality,” he tells
The Times.

Bob, a deacon over at St. Bart’s
Church looks at service in the squad

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this way, “We (all EMT’s) are trained
to look at the call we go on as a
problem to solve, focus on the task at
hand, remember your training, rely
upon your crew mates and accept the
outcome when you do your best. If
after all of that, should things not
work out, you must accept some things
that you just can’t change. I call that
the God factor.”

Bob personally came to this con-
clusion, “early on in my volunteer
career there was a patient who died
and would not response to CPR de-
spite the best efforts of the crew. It was
traumatic for me, as it is for many. I
think it was a talk with Sandy Neilson
the wife of an Episcopal minister who
helped me deal with it.”

A concern to most rescue squads
is the current State Budget cuts. The
EMT Training Fund, it has been
reported, will lose $5 million this
year. The lessons of September 11,
2001 showed that volunteer squads
quickly mobilized a tremendous
amount of resources that remained
available throughout the rescue and
recovery.

The president of the squad is Bob
Foerster, an optician who works in
NYC and lives in North Plainfield. “I
took a basic required first aid course
while I was in college in West Virginia
during my sophomore year. After I
graduated in June, I remembered that
course and joined the North Plainfield
squad where I put in 20 years and
retired. In 1993 I found myself join-
ing again this time in Scotch Plains,
and another 10 years and numerous
calls have gone by.” Bob points out
that they answer 98 percent of their
calls without having to call in mu-
tual aid from other towns, although
they respect and rely upon them
every day.

There were no calls on the evening
shift at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
This reporter is obligated to inform the
readers that the crew that was inter-
viewed were humble and rather reluc-
tant to talk about themselves pointing
out they have a large contingent of
dedicated members. It was an honor
for this reporter to meet these few
people of service and to spend some
time with the evening crew of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

The Tuesday Evening Crew At
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad

Mayor Marks Announces
Candidacy for State Senate

Martin Marks

SCOTCH PLAINS — Martin
Marks, the Mayor of Scotch Plains
Township has announced he will
be seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for
New Jersey Senate in
the 22nd legislative
district.

Mayor Marks is
serving his fourth year
as Scotch Plains
mayor and his sev-
enth year on the Town-
ship Council.

“My candidacy is
born out of utter frus-
tration with the way
Trenton has ignored
the property tax issue
in this state,” said
Mayor Marks.

“New Jersey contin-
ues to hold the dubious distinction
of having the highest property taxes
in the nation, and after serving more
than six years in municipal gov-
ernment, I see first hand the an-
guish it causes our taxpayers, espe-
cially those living on fixed in-
comes. As local elected officials,
we are bound by state laws that
place the burden of paying for
municipal and county services as
well as public education on resi-
dential property taxpayers. Quite
frankly, I feel that both Democrats

and Republicans in Trenton have
continually sidestepped the issue
of real property tax reform because

they haven’t had
the courage to do
the right thing. It
will take someone
with guts to ad-
vance a plan for
change, espe-
cially if it means
massive spend-
ing cuts and a
shift to another
form of revenue
collection other
than property
taxation,” he con-
tinued.

Mayor Marks
said he will also
fight any plan

such as the one Governor James
McGreevey advocated in his State
of the State address that calls for
additional development in this
legislative district and its neigh-
bors.

Mayor Marks is a dentist by pro-
fession and practices in Scotch
Plains, Summit, Roselle Park and
Union. He has lived in Union
County all his life and now resides
in Scotch Plains with his wife Lori,
their daughter Casey, and son Jef-
frey.
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Potomac Homes has been quietly
providing exceptional care for those
with Alzheimer’s disease for more
than a decade. Our homes are located
right in YOUR neighborhood, and we
provide extraordinary care in a non-
institutional setting. If you care for
someone with dementia, or know
somebody who does, you need to
know about Potomac Homes.

Call 1-800-935-9898 
for your information packet today, 

and learn how we provide top
quality residential care all 

at one reasonable fee. 

Recently, this disease 
has been showcased in 
the headlines, as some 

well known celebrities have
been diagnosed with 

"symptoms consistent 
with Alzheimer’s disease." 

If you are taking care 
of a loved one with 

dementia, you understand 
the devastating impact 

of these words.

Alzheimer’s
Disease

New residence opening soon in Green Brook!
Call now for Pre-Opening rates 

& a complimentary tour!

800-935-9898
Learn more about Alzheimer’s disease

by logging onto our website at 
www.potomacgrouphomes.com.

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative 
advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing 

because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Potomac Homes
Our homes are close to yours
Chester | Cresskill | Green Brook | Hillsdale
Mahwah | Montville | Paramus | Park Ridge
Ramsey | Woodcliff Lake | West Windsor

908-317-3030 • 240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Join Us for an Open House
at Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Sunday, February 23 from Noon-4:00pm

You are cordially invited to an Open House at Sunrise of Westfield. Meet
some of the friendly faces at our beautiful home and acquaint yourself with

the wonderful benefits of a lifestyle at Sunrise Assisted Living. While you’re here,
introduce yourself to our accommodating staff, and let us know how we can
help you meet the care needs of the senior in your life. We look forward to sharing
a winter afternoon with you.

She’s had a successful 50-year marriage, raised three children and helped 
run the family business. Now, she wants to remain in the comfort of her 
own home. Patient Care can help. Since 1975, our compassionate staff 
has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to live as fully 
and independently as possible. 

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-in Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • patientcare.com •  120 Elm Street, Westfield

A C C R E D I T E D  B Y  J C A H O

Total Assets Are Up 45 Percent
At Town Bank of Westfield
By HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the year end-
ing, December 31, 2002, The Town
Bank of Westfield reported net in-
come of $56,000, or $0.05 per basic
and diluted common shares, as com-
pared with a net loss of $491,000, or
$0.48 per share, for the same period
a year ago.

Robert Dowens, Sr., the bank’s
President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer, told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that, “This improvement
is largely the result of a higher level
of net interest income and non-in-
terest income.”

He added that the bank’s contin-
ued growth “is at-
tributable to our em-
phasis on quality
customer service,
face-to-face, com-
bined with support
from our Board of Di-
rectors,  Advisory
Board members and
shareholders.”

Mr. Dowens added
that the bank’s 2002
Annual Report
would be released
“on or about April 1,
2003.”

According to a
press release from
the bank, total as-
sets at December 31, 2002 were
$84,410,000, compared with
$58,237,000 a year ago, reflecting
a growth of $26,173,000, or 45 per-
cent.

Total deposits grew 51 percent
from a year ago, to $77,517,000,
and loans outstanding rose 62.7
percent, to $61,004,000, at year end.

In addition to Mr. Dowens, other
members of the bank’s Board of
Directors include Ronald Frigerio,
Chairman; Nicholas Bouras, Rob-
ert Cagnassola, Allen Chin, An-
thony DeChellis, Richard Frigerio,
Nicholas Frungillo, Jr., Robert Gre-
gory, Frederick Kurtz, Joseph
O’Sullivan, Frederick Picut,
Norman Sevell and Germaine
Trabert.

The Town Bank of Westfield,
headquartered at 520 South Avenue,

provides a full range of products
and services to small businesses,
professionals and individual con-
sumers in Westfield, as well as Clark,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Garwood,
Scotch Plains, Springfield and
Cranford.

The bank also operates a branch
office at 44 Elm Street in Westfield,
complete with a 24-hour ATM,
which is free for Town Bank cus-
tomers; an after hours depository;
extended evening lobby hours and
Saturday banking hours.

Its products and services include
savings accounts, checking ac-
counts, money market accounts, cer-
tificates of deposit, mortgages,
home equity lines of credit and small

business loans.
The bank’s stock-

holder, business re-
lationship and de-
positor base is
largely from the
greater Westfield
area. The Town Bank
was the first inde-
pendent commercial
bank to open in
Westfield in over 70
years. It opened in
November 1998, at
its current headquar-
ters at the traffic
circle on South Av-
enue, in the former
Plaster Palace build-

ing.
Robert W. Dowens, Sr. was

brought on board as President of the
bank in June of 1999 to replace
Frank Goffreda, who resigned on
May 14 of that year.

Mr. Dowens said then, “The bank
will continue its direction of com-
munity banking. We are looking to
grow with the business community
by servicing the needs of residents
and business owners at-large, by
offering personalized professional
banking services to bring back
hometown banking to Westfield the
way it used to be.”

As of March 31, 1999, the bank
had total assets of $18.15 million.

Mr. Frigerio has served as Chair-
man of the board for the bank since
its inception. A former Westfield
Mayor, he is the co-founder and
President of Amalgamated General
Agencies in Westfield.

The bank, according to its mis-
sion statement, was founded on the
belief that local control, ownership
and decision-making is integral to
the sustained success and economic
health of the citizens within the
communities it serves.

Mr. Dowens has 30 years of bank-
ing experience, including his posi-
tion as Senior Vice President with
the former United Counties Trust
Company in Cranford. A graduate of
Rutgers University and the Stonier
Graduate School of Banking, he is
an active member of the Community
Bankers Association and the Inde-
pendent Bankers Association.

For more information, interested
individuals may call the bank head-
quarters at (908) 301-0800 or the
Elm Street office at (908) 518-9333.

Robert Dowens, Sr.

              Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNTY POLICE READINESS...Lieutenant Robert McGuire of the Union
County Police Department (UCPD), headquartered in Westfield, works with local
town police departments in remaning vigilant and on ready alert as the Homeland
Security warning was elevated to orange (high) last week. In addition, the UCPD
continues about its daily business, says Lieutenant McGuire.

Vincent Lehotsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NYC PEACE RALLY…Shown above, in front of Penn Station and Madison
Square Garden, are Westfield resident Dianne Beeney and Bob Witanek, who
marched at the Peace Rally in protest against threatened war against Iraq. The
protest was held in New York City this past Saturday. Mr. Witanek urges everyone
to learn more of the efforts of the NJ Coalition Against War in Iraq by seeing http:/
/nowarnj.com/contacts.htm.

UCC Library to Receive
$300,000 Federal Grant
By BILL SHEPPARD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Last Thursday night,
The House of Representatives ap-
proved a $300,000 funding request
by Congressman Mike Ferguson, R-
N.J., to renovate the Union County
College library and purchase addi-
tional computers, furniture and other
library equipment according to the
Congressman’s Washington office.

Upon learning of the appropria-
tion from The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Dr. Thomas Brown, President of Union
County College said he was
“ecstatic…the physical facilities of
the MacKay Library on the Cranford,
Union County campus have remained
virtually unchanged since construc-
tion in the 1970’s and the County of
Union has already committed $2.9
million to this project. With the addi-
tion of these federal funds, from Con-
gressman Ferguson, the College will
be able to revise its original modern-
ization plans to expand upon the
installation of state-of-the-art library
technology and equipment to better
serve students of the future.”

“Union County College is a trea-
sured educational resource, and the
renovated library will help it further

its important mission for our commu-
nity and our state,” Congressman
Ferguson told The Leader/Times.

The UCC library funding was in-
cluded in a $397 billion spending
that will finance much of the federal
government through the end of the
2003 fiscal year on September 30.
The Senate gave the legislation final
congressional approval Friday. The
next step in the process is to have
President Bush sign the appropria-
tion, which is expected to occur
“shortly” according to the
congressman’s DC staff.

The Omnibus-spending bill also
included $100,000 for the Kean Uni-
versity Global Studies and United
Nations Internship Program, which
seeks to increase the number of His-
panics and minorities entering careers
in foreign service and diplomatic corps.

Congressman Ferguson, a former
teacher, had requested the funding
last year for both UCC and Kean. He
testified in favor of the projects be-
fore the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, according to Bailey Wood,
spokesperson for Congressman
Ferguson. Ferguson, whose wife,
Maureen, gave birth to their third
child Friday, was not in Washington
for the house vote.

Sen. Suliga to Speak
To Senior Citizens

On Tax Relief, Services
SCOTCH PLAINS – As the Scotch

Plains Township Council’s represen-
tative to the Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool has arranged for Senator Jo-
seph Suliga, along with a representa-
tive from the Division of Taxation, to
speak with local senior citizens.

The program will take place next
Wednesday, February 26, from 10 a.m.
until noon at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Plainfield Av-
enue and Jerusalem Road. Refresh-
ments will be served.

The guest speakers will discuss
property tax relief programs and other
services available to senior citizens at
the county and state levels. Both the
senator and the Division of Taxation
representative will answer questions.

Transportation can be arranged by
calling (908) 322-5151 before Mon-
day, February 24.

Rotarians Ready To Flip Out
Over Pancake Day Event

WESTFIELD — Westfield
Rotarians are prepared to flip 6,000
pancakes at their annual Pancake Day
and Children’s Fair to be held Satur-
day, March 1 at Westfield High School
from  8 a.m. to  2 p.m. Jane Sentivan,
President of the Westfield Rotary
Club Foundation and Chairwoman
of the event says everything is ready
for the fun, annual community affair.

Each year, since the Pancake Day
tradition began, thirty-eight years
ago, the Rotary Club has used the
proceeds to fund college scholarships
for Westfield High School graduates.
To date, more than 1,200 young men
and women have been awarded nearly
$1.4 million to further their educa-
tion.

On Tuesday, March 11 Rotarians
are hosting another special event to
which they extend an open invitation
to the area’s business and professional
community to attend a “Rotary, It’s
Magic!” luncheon at the Westfield
YMCA at 12:15 p.m. Carl Peer, Presi-
dent, explains, “We are interested not
only in meeting townspeople, but
also those who live and or work out-
side of Westfield and those who oper-
ate home-based businesses.” The pro-
gram will include entertainment fea-
turing the magic of Brad Ross, infor-
mation and fellowship.

Rotary is the world’s oldest and
most prestigious service club organi-
zation. Four avenues of service are
Rotary’s philosophical cornerstone
on which every club activity is based.
The avenues are Club Service, Voca-
tional Service, Community Service
and International Service. Each
Rotarian may select the avenue of his
or her preference.

In addition to the Scholarship Pro-
gram, it is through the avenues of
service that Westfield Rotary con-
ducts for example, Adopt-A-Highway
by which it helps to maintain the
stretch of North Avenue from the
Westfield World War I monument to
the Garwood border. Club members
donate their labor locally to Habitat
for Humanity. The club is a sponsor of

and donor to the Westfield 9-11 Me-
morial and individual members do-
nated their labor.

Each year, the club grants the
Philhower Fellowship Award to an
outstanding Westfield elementary
school teacher. Relevant donations
are made each year to “Rotoplast” for
the correction of cleft palates in chil-
dren living in third world countries
and to “Polio Plus” for mass immuni-
zation the world-over. At Easter-time,
a sizeable number of food baskets are
distributed to needy residents. The
club is a participant in the “Pedals for
Progress” collection of used bicycles
that are shipped to foreign countries.

The Westfield Rotary membership
looks forward to meeting other mem-
bers of the business and professional
community at their “Rotary, It’s
Magic!” luncheon. To reserve your
space, please call Mark Kuehn, club
membership director at (908) 233-
6800, extension 316.
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See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA �BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *
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Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Industry Blamed For Sharp
Rise In Area Gas Prices

AREA – Fear of another terrorist
attack and uncertainty about war in
Iraq are driving gasoline prices higher
across the United States, the AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club said.
Gas prices jumped about 10 per cent
in the last month and about $.50 per
gallon in the last year.

Today’s nationwide average fuel
price of $1.61 is the highest since
June of 2001 when the average price
was $1.66, and the highest February
price ever recorded by AAA. In New
Jersey, the average price of a gallon of
gas is: regular, $1.53; mid-grade,
$1.64; and premium, $1.70.

Residents of Union, Morris, Essex
and Warren counties are paying the
following average prices for a gallon
of gasoline: regular, $1.58; mid-grade,
$1.67; and premium, $1.76. Union
County residents pay $1.54, $1.62

and $1.71 respectively.
While it’s true the continuing loss

of oil and gasoline exports from
Venezuela and recent cold weather
in much of the country have af-
fected fuel inventories, nothing fully
justifies the dramatic increase in
gasoline prices experienced across
the United States in the last month,
AAA said.

AAA advises motorists to shop ag-
gressively for the best price, reduce
consumption and maintain their ve-
hicles to increase fuel economy. Gaso-
line wholesalers and retailers are urged
to show restraint in pricing. The in-
dustry is cautioned not to take advan-
tage of the nation’s heightened terror-
ist alert status.

The AAA  has Union County offices
in Clark and Springfield. For more
information, see www.aaa.com.

Domestic Violence Task Force
In Need of Area Volunteers

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY -- As previously reported
in The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood a Central
Union County Domestic Violence
Response Team was recently formed
to better serve the needs of local area
victims of domestic violence.

“The collaborative regional project
was designed to increase the safety and
decrease the isolation of domestic vio-
lence victims.” Lieutenant Robert
McGuire told The Leader and The Times
during a visit to the Union County
Police Headquarters in Westfield.

“This task force is a team comprised
of police representatives from our
county police department and the po-
lice departments of Westfield, Fanwood,
Clark and Scotch Plains. We all work in
concert with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and Project Protect
through the YWCA of Eastern Union
County,” Lieutenant McGuire said.

In Union County, domestic violence
is the second most commonly reported
crime. The 5,218 domestic violence
crimes reported in 2000 accounted for
21 percent of all reported criminal
offenses. However, “those figures do
not reveal the full extent of the prob-
lem,” said Andrea Spencer-Linzie,
executive director of the YWCA-EUC.
“According to the FBI, domestic vio-
lence is the most underreported crime
in the United States.”

The YWCA is the oldest continu-
ous women’s organization in the
world. Whenever women’s needs ex-
ist, the YWCA is there, speaking with
the strongest voice and offering the
strongest arm for racial justice and

the protection, promotion and em-
powerment of women. The YWCA of
EUC concentrates its efforts in pro-
viding hope, solace and shelter to
women and children in need, and
enables them to take control of their
lives through excellence in counsel-
ing, training and auxiliary services.

“The role of trained community
volunteers is significant to the suc-
cess of this program,” Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Donald Dominowski told
The Leader and The Times.

Scotch Plains Police Chief
Marshall Nelson agreed, “this pro-
gram is important, and is but one
example of how citizen volunteers
can assist their neighbors as well as
the police in time of need.”

Lieutenant John Shebey said, “a
trained community volunteer can as-
sist a victim of domestic violence who
may not want to speak with a uniformed
officer at such an emotional time.”

“We are actively recruiting commu-
nity volunteers from all of the five
communities. Applicants must be at
least 18 years old, have their own trans-
portation, have a valid drivers license,
be willing to serve a minimum of four
(4) 12 hour shifts per month and submit
to a background investigation,” said
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Trigo. “If
accepted the applicant will receive
valuable intensive training of 40 hours
over an eight week period held in the
evening and on weekends.”

Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy told The Leader and The Times,
“I’m proud that  the Westfield Police
Department is participating in this
initiative. The steps that we are tak-
ing today, through legislation and
law enforcement, are a long term fix
to break the cycle and protect future
generations from domestic violence.”

Any person interested in applying
as a volunteer to serve on this team
and is a resident of one of the five
towns should contact: Captain James
Zizze in Clark, (732) 388-3430; Lieu-
tenant John Shebey in Scotch Plains,
(908) 322-7100; Lieutenant Richard
Trigo in Fanwood, (908) 322-5000;
Lieutenant James Schnieder in
Westfield, (908) 789-4000; or Lieu-
tenant Robert McGuire in Union
County at (908) 654-9829.

             Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TASK FORCE…Members of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood police departments
have united with police departments throughout Union County for the Domestic
Violence Task Force. From left seated are: Scotch Plains Police Chief Marshal
Nelson and Fanwood Police Chief Dominowski; standing from left are Lieutenant
John Shebey the Scotch Plains task force representative and Lt. Richard Trigo the
Fanwood task force representative.

SAPHIRE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
550
670
1550
2350

SALE

$299
$369
$849
$1299

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
350
470

1120
1630

SALE

$189
$249
$599
$899

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SUGG.
240
360

SALE

$119
$189

*SATURN
SUGG. SALE **AFTER

REBATE

TWIN EA. PC. 1000 539 $519
FULL EA. PC. 1210 649 $619
QUEEN SET 2670 1449 $1369
KING SET 3800 2049 $1939

*SAVOY
SUGG. SALE **AFTER

REBATE

TWIN EA. PC. 860 459 $439
FULL EA. PC. 1040 559 $529
QUEEN SET 2330 1249 $1169
KING SET 3290 1779 $1669

LIMITED TIME ONLY
*applies to Ultra Premium sets only ($40 rebate twin set, $60 rebate full set, $80 rebate queen set, $110 rebate king set)

**After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

Savings off Manufacturers Suggested Retail.

FOR 110 YEARS, SHIFMAN MATTRESS COMPANY HAS BEEN PRODUCING THE FINEST HANDCRAFTED

MATTRESSES AND BOXSPRINGS. EVERY ULTRA PREMIUM SET COMBINES NATURAL COTTON UPHOLSTERY,
A UNIQUE HAND-TUFTING PROCESS,AND EIGHT WAY HAND-TIED BOXSPRINGS TO ENSURE THE MOST DURABLE

AND COMFORTABLE BEDDING AVAILABLE. LUXURIOUS COMFORT, QUALITY,AND DURABILITY;
A SHIFMAN TRADITION FOR 110 YEARS.

Celebrate Shifman’s 110th Anniversary

save 35-50%
plus up to

$110 instant rebate
on handcrafted Shifman Mattresses.*

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

Blood Drives Planned
At Two Area Locations

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Tri-
County Chapter of the American
Red Cross and New Jersey Blood
Services are working together to
collect blood to supply to area hos-
pitals.

A blood drive will be held from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 26, at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

Additionally, a blood drive will
take place from 3 to 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday, February 27, at the Clark
Volunteer Emergency Squad build-
ing, 875 Raritan Road in Clark.

Blood donors must be 17 to 75
years old, weigh more than 110
pounds and be in general good health.
Most medications will not disqualify
a donor from giving blood, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the Red
Cross.

Federal regulations require do-
nors to wait 56 days between dona-
tions. Donors are asked to bring
some form of identification. For
more information, please call (908)
353-2500.

Watchung Sail, Power Squadron
Offers Boating Course for Public

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning
on Monday, March 3, at 7:15 p.m.,
The Squadron Boating Course will
be offered at the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Adult School, located at
667 Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

This highly acclaimed course is
open to all in the region. The course
includes seven nights of instruction
by expert lecturers, small classroom
groups and a final exam.

This course meets the requirements
of the State of New Jersey for a re-
quired boating safety certificate, and
is open to adults and teenagers of 13
years or older when accompanied by
an adult (up to age 16).

Registration can be made on Mon-
day, February 24 or Wednesday Feb-
ruary 26 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, starting at 7:15 p.m.
The fee is $60, and it includes all
course material, as well as the adult
school registration. Instruction is
provided free of charge by volun-
teers of the Power Squadron. For
more information, please call Bill
Foy at (908) 925-9617.

The Watchung Power Squadron’s
membership is drawn from the Union
County area. To learn about the
Power Squadron, see the website at
www.usps.org/localusps/watchung/
. The Watchung Sail and Power
Squadron is affiliated with the United
States Sail and Power Squadrons.
Major areas of activity are boating
education, civic service and frater-
nity. Those who pass the public
boating course are invited to join,
enabling them to take advanced
courses offered to members. More
information can be obtained from
Commander Ted Wallace at (908)
925-6807, or Lietenant/Commander
Richard Sendell, Jr at
(908) 241-3969.

STUDYING HARD...Past students of the Watchung Sail and Power Squadron
Boating Course, which is offered at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Adult School,
studied hard for their exams. The course will begin on Monday, March 3, at 7:15
p.m. at the school, which is located at 667 Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

              Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFETY FIRST...Christine Marcaaantonio, UCPD, Asst Traffic Safety Coordi-
nator, left, gives Christy Aquino of Iselin instructions on proper Child Passenger
Safety “People from all over NJ come here to Westfield to participate in this Union
County program. It’s a model for the State of NJ.” said Union County Police Chief
Daniel Vaniska. The Child Passenger Safety Team completed 4,608  inspections
in 2002, expectations for 2003 exceed that amount as they plan to do inspections
with their “Roadshow” All are welcome to come to UCPD Headquarters, Wednes-
day to Thursday, 7 to 11 a.m. No appointment is necessary. For more information,
please call (908) 654 - 9830.

Become a Subscriber
By Calling (908) 232-4407

Mark Your Calendars!
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield

Police Department and the
Westfield Fire Department will
hold a benefit basketball game
for the Greta Schoenemann Me-
morial Scholarship Fund/
Westfield Booster Club on Fri-
day, February 21, at 7 p.m. in the
gymnasium of Westfield High
School. For more information,
please call (908) 789-6084 or
(908) 789-4131.
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A Middle East Mania
A Play on Words

By DAVID B. CORBIN

I dreamed that I was driving to my
favorite establishment. While I was
“crossing Jordan” Street, a “Bahrain”
came down. It may have been a bad
“Oman.”

I finally got to the establishment, sat
down, ordered a “Turkey” with “Leba-
non” bologna sandwich and an adult
beverage. The Juke Box was playing
one of my favorite disco songs from the
mid-70s – Shake,  Shake,
Shake…Shake “Djibouti.”

Next, a man with a “Qatar” started
playing a rockin’ tune. It roused me to
play a game of pool. I laid my money on
the table, yelled… “Iraq” and decided to
play some “Syria” pool.

“Kuwait” yelled someone frantically
from the back of the establishment. I
thought to myself that this guy “Israel”
mad. He ran at me with a saber but I
rendered him immobile before he could
get a good rattle going – my immediate
response seemed to quell situations be-
fore they could really escalate. My
knuckles, however, were scraped so I
wrapped a “Gaza Strip” around them.

“Iran” before his friends and he could
regroup. I got into my car and scooted
away safely.

I awakened from my dream in a cold
sweat but with a sigh of relief.

“Yemen!”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Brunion – A nectarine
2. Sobriquet – A nickname
3. Naiad – A water nymph or woman

swimmer
4. Ollamh – A teacher or sage of ancient

Ireland

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of free
time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TERATISM
1. A monstrosity; a malformed fetus
2. A tumor
3. The state of being worldly; mundane
4. An irritation; annoyance

SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the

salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda

TINEA
1. Brushwood and thorns for making

and reparing hedges
2. Ringworm; a skin disease caused by

a fungus
3. A lime tree
4. A persistent ringing sound in the inner

ear
BRACCATE

1. Having feathers which conceal the
feet and legs

2. Interlaced or linked
3. Brittle
4. Salty; saline

Resident States Temple Lot
Advertisement Was Misleading

In the February 13 Westfield Leader,
a half-page advertisement was placed
regarding the Temple Emanu-El parking
lot. This advertisement was loaded with
misleading and misguided information.
I would like to provide the community
with the facts versus the fictions de-
scribed in the article.

Temple Emanu-El prides itself as be-
ing a socially responsible member of the
Westfield community. As one of the
largest facilities in the town, it is used by
religious, interfaith and community or-
ganizations for various religious and
social events. The temple parking lot is
critically short of the parking spaces
necessary to allow people attending
events at the temple to park safely. As a
result, people are required to park on East
Broad Street and the side streets. Many
of these streets do not have sidewalks
and are not properly lighted for pedes-
trian traffic. In addition, the Westfield
police are required to play a key role in
helping people to cross East Broad Street
safely. The primary purpose of the park-
ing lot will be to allow congregants,
visitors and members of the community
to safely attend events at the temple.

The advertisement states: “In Colonial
Westfield where practically all houses of
worship, businesses and commuters have
parking shortages, this is not a solution.”

As a point of fact, developing more
parking spaces is a solution. The argu-
ment that since all of Westfield has park-
ing shortages, therefore no houses of
worship, businesses and commuters
should develop solutions, is ridiculous.

The advertisement goes on to say that
the parking lot will: “Aggravate an al-
ready bad traffic problem on East Broad
Street.”

Actually, improved parking will reduce
the traffic problem by providing attendees
of events with clearly marked places for
parking, eliminating slow and dangerous
driving practices that occur when people
are trying to find parking spaces.

“Ruin the residential character of the
neighborhood.” The temple has been a
member of the community for over 50
years. It has actively worked with its
neighbors to provide trees and plantings

to make the area more attractive and
livable. In addition, there are no detri-
ments to the community from the
Westfield Library parking lot or the park-
ing lots of other houses of worship near
East Broad Street.

“Negatively impact the value of homes
in the area.” The value of Westfield homes
has benefited with the economy. Since
the homes in the neighborhood of the
temple have benefited in the past, there is
no reason to assume that this would not
be the case in the future. It is our schools,
the diversity and the cultural aspects of
Westfield that are the big drivers of the
value of our real estate prices. Providing
a safe facility, open to the community,
should actually lend towards increasing
real estate values.

Finally, the location of the temple ob-
viously did not prevent the current neigh-
bors from purchasing their houses!

“Threaten the quality of life for area
residents…” As mentioned above, the
temple has been proactive about mini-
mizing and resolving any issues that the
neighbors have had with the facility.

“Encourage more and larger catered
events.” Actually, the size of the events
is dictated by fire codes, so it is not
possible to increase the size of the events.
The frequency of events is set by the
natural constraint of the calendar.

“Set a dangerous precedent for future
parking lots.” The only thing dangerous
is the lack of parking lots, causing people
to park in locations that are poorly lighted,
with no sidewalks, forcing children and
adults to walk in the streets and to cross
streets outside of crosswalks.

The Temple Emanu-El parking lot is-
sue is purely about safety. All members
of the Westfield community who choose
to go to the temple for religious, interfaith
or community events should have the
ability to arrive and depart safely. It is
that simple.

Gary Mandelblatt
Westfield

Westfield Resident Speaks on
Temple Parking Situation

I opened the February 13 issue of The
Westfield Leader to find a half-page ad
taken out by the United Neighbors In-
vestigating Temple Expansion in an ef-
fort to rally support for their position to
disallow Temple Emanu-El to build a
parking lot on adjacent property. I am
always shocked and disappointed when
members of our community set aside the
greater good in the name of self-interest.

I am not a member of Temple Emanu-
El. Rather, I am a resident of Westfield
who travels frequently along that stretch
of East Broad Street. Every Friday night
and Saturday morning, as well as the
Jewish holidays and special events, East
Broad Street and many of the nearby side
streets are lined with parked cars, nar-
rowing the highly traveled roadway. In
addition, at two different times on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday, there is considerable traffic as
religious school students are dropped
off and picked up, so much so that a
Westfield police officer is needed to
ensure safety.

Shortly after our family moved to
Westfield, nearly five years ago, a 21-
year-old woman was killed as she crossed
East Broad Street to collect a student from
religious school. If that young woman
had been the wife, mother, sister or daugh-
ter of one of these neighbors, perhaps
their perspective would be different.

The members of UNITE are concerned
about their “quality of life” and the poten-
tial for lighting, noise and pollution. I
understand this…we all want quiet neigh-
borhoods. However, the neighbors in
the vicinity of the temple knew that the
temple was there when they bought their
homes. The addition of a parking lot is
not going to increase the noise and traffic
generated by the temple. If anything, it’ll
be more orderly, and certainly safer. The
members of UNITE are also concerned
about “maintaining the Colonial charm”
of their neighborhood. I also understand
this; the Colonial charm is a quality of
Westfield that we all value. However, I
don’t think too many of us look at the
numerous churches, schools or library
and feel that their adjacent parking lots
make our community less charming.

I feel that the whole community would
benefit considerably by allowing the
temple to offer off-street parking to their
members and guests. There would be
less parking on East Broad Street and
students could be safely picked up with-
out crossing the street. If the lot is added,
perhaps the members of UNITE and the
temple could reach a mutual agreement
about perimeter landscaping and the type
and usage of lighting. This would benefit
the whole community.

Meg Berke
Westfield

WF BOE Responds to WHS Parking
 Situation and Offers Various Solutions

In the last two editions of this newspaper,
the Westfield town administrator has claimed
that the Westfield Board of Education has
refused to address the “high school parking
problem.”  This claim is unfounded, since
the school board members on the Board-
Town Liaison Committee have proposed
numerous ways to help the parking situa-
tion. We have done so at the four meetings
that we have had since last spring with
members of the Town Council. To my
knowledge, the council members on the
liaison committee have not brought these
proposals to the entire Town Council for
discussion.

Westfield High School sits in the middle
of an older residential area, near profes-
sional offices and the train station. The
pressure for parking in the area has several
sources:  additional teachers and students
trying to park near the high school, addi-
tional commuters trying to park on the street,
additional clients for the professional of-
fices attempting to park on the street, and the
expanding number of streets that the Town
Council has included in its “no school day”
or “two hour only” parking limitations.
While 37 parking spaces along Trinity Place
and in the high school parking lot are being
used for construction vehicles during 2002
and 2003, the board has arranged for 40
additional spaces for faculty in the front
parking lot at the Armory.  When the con-
struction is completed, 20 additional park-
ing spaces will be available in the high
school parking lot.  The board also an-
nounced last spring that high school stu-
dents could park in the last row at the Edison
Intermediate School parking lot on Rahway
Avenue, half a mile from the high school.
Although this information was publicized,
no one has taken advantage of these 30
available parking spaces.

Unfortunately, the Westfield Public
Schools own no additional land that could
be used for parking near the high school,
other than the front lawn of the high school
or the athletic fields behind the high school.
Both of these options were considered and
rejected rather quickly because the size of the
fields is barely adequate and the front lawn
of the high school would yield few parking
spaces but significant noise and congestion.

The Town Council Liaison Committee
members suggested last spring that the
board create a crushed stone parking area for
up to 150 student vehicles behind the Ar-
mory, about half a mile from the high school
(approximately the same distance as Edison),
at a cost of $120,000. The board rejected this

proposal because it required the improve-
ment of property that neither the town nor
the school board owned and from which we
could be ejected at a moment’s notice by the
Armory, as we had been for several months
following September 11, 2001.  As we
come closer to a possible war, the activity at
the Armory has been increasing.  This fall,
the Town Council proposed splitting the
$120,000 cost, and the Board of Education
again reviewed the feasibility of this option,
and again rejected it.

At the numerous Board-Town Liaison
Committee meetings, Board of Education
members have suggested the following short
and long-term, minimal-cost solutions:

(1) Issue permits for seniors only to park
on certain streets, perhaps rotating the streets,
or the side of the street, designated for
parking.  Permits for on-street parking would
enable the town to control some of the
behavior about which residents are cur-
rently complaining. Students would be in-
formed when receiving their permits that if
they park in front of a driveway, or cause
damage or leave debris, the permit would be
revoked.  Students would, of course, pay a
reasonable fee for the on-street parking
permit.  Cars without the permits would be
ticketed.

(2) Issue parking permits based on cer-
tain criteria, such as seniors with jobs or
athletics after school, or only for those
seniors who live beyond a certain distance
from the high school.  The same require-
ments for courteous behavior would apply
and students would pay a reasonable fee for
the permits.

(3) Allow high school seniors to use
available spaces at the town’s parking lot on
Watterson Street, which is two blocks, or
two tenths of a mile, from the high school.
The parking spaces at the Watterson lot are
sold to commuters, but the back half of the
lot closest to the high school appears to be
unused.  Students would, of course, pay a
reasonable fee for a parking permit.

(4) Once the town finally builds a parking
deck, after more than a decade of discussion,
the Watterson lot might be totally used for
parking by high school students because it
might no longer be needed for commuters.

The Westfield Board of Education looks
forward to continuing to work with the
Town Council to find a solution to the
pressure for parking near the high school
that will reduce the inconvenience to
homeowners in the area and not involve an
expenditure of $120,000 of taxpayer funds
to improve property that neither the town
nor the schools own. The board has pro-
posed several minimal-cost alternatives, all
of which are being studied in more detail by
the board’s Facilities Committee.  The board
hopes that the Town Council and the public
will give these proposals serious consider-
ation.

Arlene Gardner
President

Westfield Board of Education

Zoning Laws Must Be
Upheld on Prospect St.

Kenneth Goski’s proposal to build a 10-
unit townhouse complex on Prospect Street
is an outrageous mockery of the zoning laws.
At the February 10 meeting of the Board of
Adjustment, Mr. Goski’s planner justified
this project by saying that in 1921, the area
between Cowperthwaite and Ferris Places
was zoned for multifamily construction.
However, in 2003, this area is clearly zoned
for one- and two-family homes.

At the meeting, First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana asked the planner why he felt the
residents of the affected areas were not en-
titled to the protection of the zoning code. The
Town Engineer also strongly opposes the
construction of this complex, arguing that it
could set a precedent of creeping over-devel-
opment that would undermine the zone plan
and negatively affect existing residential com-
munities.

The fact that apartment buildings are nearby
is irrelevant because they are in a different
zone. Zoning laws are necessary to protect
neighborhoods. If the Prospect Street com-
plex is allowed, then these laws are meaning-
less, and developers could build anything in
any neighborhood.

The Board of Adjustment is scheduled to
vote on this matter at their next meeting, on
March 10, at 7:30 p.m., at the Municipal
Building. Come to the meeting and voice
your opinion. The future of our community
depends on it.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

“Concerned Residents of Prospect
Street and Nelson Place”

Clark Resident Cites Union County
Children’s Museum Plan as Flawed

As things started out, Union County had
announced plans to acquire and preserve
Esposito Farm in Clark at a cost of $5.45
million. Subsequently, the county announced
that it might have a private group build a
children’s museum at the farm, and that the
county plans to take $1 million from the
county open space trust fund and give it as
seed money to the Children’s Museum of
Central New Jersey. Notably, $6.45 million
is more than the open space tax collects in an
entire year. Also notable is the fact that
nobody is saying if the museum will be
looking for additional county grants to fund
any of the additional $11 million budgeted for
the museum. Museum President Heather
Hays and Trustee Kimberly Benou have
been active in the media, extolling the educa-
tional value of the museum.

Unfortunately, when the citizens of Union
County voted to tax themselves to establish
an open space trust fund, they did not vote to
create an educational fund. It is doubtful that
a referendum to create a new tax to fund
another museum would have been approved.
Furthermore, it is a shame to consider a major
diversion of open space funds, when there are
still significant opportunities for open space
acquisition within the county and while his-
toric resources in the county are in dire need
of funds for preservation.

Worse yet, placing a museum at Esposito
Farm is conceptually flawed in its failure to
understand the fundamentals of museum
learning and the need to provide egalitarian
educational opportunity to the entire commu-
nity. Esposito Farm has absolutely no service
by mass transportation. As soon as the last
school bus leaves, the museum would func-
tion as an exclusionary facility for the carriage
trade during evenings, nights, weekends,
holidays, school breaks and seasonal vaca-
tions. School trips might bring a child to the
museum once a year or perhaps a few times
in a lifetime, but children of limited means
would be denied the opportunity to return and
learn on their own. Unable to bring their
friends, siblings and parents, children of
limited means would be denied the ability to
share their experiences and would thus be
deprived of the opportunity to develop their
own capabilities as teachers. Most impor-
tantly, nobody should be underestimating the
significance of sharing as a teaching experi-
ence.

The essential importance of providing chil-

dren of limited resources with unrestricted
access to educational opportunities demands
the sitting of a museum along mass transit lines.
Without loss of green space, Union County
could provide that access at the old Reilly
Oldsmobile site and the adjoining Westfield
Home Furnishings building on North Avenue
in Westfield. Both are for sale. There is volumi-
nous retail space vacant at Route 22 and Morris
Avenue. There is usable building space at
Warinanco Park. Simply stated, the museum’s
proponents should not be demanding a yuppie
museum at a yuppie location.

William Fidurski
Clark

WF Resident Thanks
Rec. Commission

For Pool Renovations
I am hoping your readers will for-

give the untimely nature of this letter,
but, with it, I cross out the last item on
my “to do” list for 2002. I am writing
to extend my gratitude to the Westfield
Recreation Commission and the Me-
morial Pool Management for the ex-
emplary job they have done in renova-
tions and management of the town
pool.

The Memorial Pool is an example of
everything that is right with Westfield.
Having had the opportunity to visit pub-
lic and private pools within a 50-mile
radius of our own, it is vastly superior.
The pool is a beautiful, affordable facility
where families and our young people can
play, learn, compete and work. Dedi-
cated, responsible instructors offer swim
classes to members of all ages. The
Marlins swim team will be embarking on
its 20th season as Union County’s unde-
feated champions, led by master coach
Judy Lee.

Bruce Kaufmann and Keith Hertell are
public servants who are regularly seen at
the pool, and encourage suggestions and
criticisms with a refreshingly healthy
and open attitude. The staff is young,
engaging and respectful. In this conge-
nial environment, acquaintances and long-
lasting friendships are made that carry
through battleship gray days of winter. It is
a template for all town pools. Well-done
Westfield.

Until next summer, a healthy and happy
winter to all.

Anna Murray
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Residents Who Serve on School Boards
Play Vital Role In Their Communities

Major Snowstorm Served as a Reminder
That Preparedness Starts With the Basics

At 4 p.m. on Monday, February 24, petitions are
due for those who want to run for the school
boards in our towns, which include Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and Mountainside. Although
a seat on the Board of Education may not seem as
prestigious as a seat on the town or borough
council, it is a critically important job. If anyone is
considering the challenge, but is not yet quite
sure, we urge you to file – and to run.

To us, it’s very clear that the quality of life in our
communities, and the well-being of all, relies on
the most effective use of our limited funds. These
resources need to be balanced for all the needs of
society. In that way, all aspects of society blossom:
education, town services, seniors’ needs, recre-
ation – the list is “all inclusive.”

We depend on the best citizen talent that can be
mustered to make this happen. Matters can get
skewed if few, or none, compete to manage the
largest portion of our property tax resources –
two-thirds of which support public school system
expenditures.

Each November, the municipal elections are
hotly contested. But each April, the Board of
Education elections are less than exciting. For the
past several years, the school board races have

been virtually uncontested, with either three can-
didates for three vacancies, or maybe four candi-
dates for three vacancies.

There was a time, not all that long ago, when the
Board of Education elections were just as hotly
contested as those for our governing bodies. Can-
didates for school board campaigned and talked to
the voters – all of them – not just those with
children in school. Supporters of candidates ran
ads in the newspaper, listing their names in en-
dorsement. The candidates wrote on the issues and
provided their opinions. Letters to the editor were
exchanged for weeks on end.

It seemed like democracy in action. Our towns
prospered in this environment. But, we’re con-
cerned that this zeal has been lost.

Although we all enjoy the excitement of a con-
tested election, that is not what is really important.
What is important is that members of the public
show an interest in serving the communities in
which they have chosen to reside. We encourage all
residents to be involved in town activities, including
electing members to the board of education.

Those that have been serving on the boards of
education should not need to feel alone. Thank
you to them.

It was the storm of the century – of course, the
century is less than three years old. Fortunately,
for those in this area, the storm occurred on a
holiday – Presidents’ Day. Most everyone had the
good sense to stay home and wait it out on
Monday. This kept most of us safe.

Importantly, our highway and road crews were
able to do an outstanding job plowing the streets
and highways – unimpeded by trapped motorists.
We appreciate the fine job that our public works
people have done. Thank you.

In 1996, a massive snowstorm occurred which
kept the streets and highways closed for two days
during a state of emergency. So, storms are not
new to us, even though there is talk of global
warming.

Those who are a little older may remember
heavy ice storms in the late 1980s. These were
very destructive – breaking tree limbs and down-
ing power lines. Many were left without heat and

electricity. Thick layers of ice lifted roof shingles.
When the ice melted, water leaked into housing
walls. The dangers and destruction created by
these storms seem to dwarf that which we faced on
Monday.

Many of us trapped in the blizzard Monday had
been distracted by the call just days earlier for duct
tape and plastic sheeting. Some found themselves
with their food stock under-supplied, batteries
nonexistent and without heavy-duty jumper cables.
There wasn’t enough gas in the car. We didn’t
know immediately where our gloves and warm
clothing were. Our emergency phone numbers
and email lists were not readily at hand. Did we call
our neighbors to see how they were? Simply, we
were caught overlooking the basics.

We think the snowstorm has blown away the
duct tape and plastic sheeting. It’s time to be
confident with those things which we can directly
control – the basics!

Send Letters to the Editor
to: press@goleader.com
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Temporarily
CLOSED

Tues. February 25th
thru

 Mon. March 3rd
for

RENOVATIONS

Tues. March 4th
OPEN

SORRY . . .
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Authorized Retailer

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS

'�!����	�

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  9:30 am to 7:30 pm
Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

&&(

Westfield Rotary Club
Membership Is Fun!

Joining Is Easy!
Great Camaraderie & Excitement!

“Rotary is Magic”
An Invitation to Join Us at our

Regular Luncheon and Experience
the Magic of Rotary

Tuesday, March 11th

12:00 p.m.
at the Westfield “Y”

Join fellow Westfield Rotarians and enjoy
the magic of noted local magician Brad Ross

Talk with Rotarians about the special
community and worldwide things that we do:

- Westfield’s Annual Pancake Day
- scholarships for Westfield graduates

- wiping out Polio worldwide by 2005, and more...

Please RSVP:
Mark Kuehn at (908) 233-6800 ext. 316 or

MKuehn@lindabury.com

No struggle weight-loss
and maintenance:
96% success rate

AMA-approved clinical hypnosis
allows you to control food choices, portions,

cravings, snacking. . . and your weight. . . for good.

• I offer only private appointments
• I’m board certified, registered and insured
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• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Home Equity Line

.75%
APR*

2

*APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Lines and Loans have a maximum Loan to Value of 75%. Secured by a
New Jersey owner-occupied home only. The lowest rate to be charged is 3.75%. The highest rate to be
charged is 16%. A $350.00 fee may apply if your loan is canceled within the first two years. Property
insurance is required. This offer may be withdrawn without further notice. Equity Line of Credit based 
on the most recent Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal (currently 3.75%). 5 year draw 
period, 15 year repayment period. Minimum advance amount is $100.00. Rates are variable and may

change monthly. For each $1,000 at 2.75% APR your 
payment is $6.79. At 3.75% APR your payment is $7.27. New
customers only.

Loan Department - Elm Street Office
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908)518-0088 • Fax: (908)518-0794

www.townbank.com

Borrow up to
$275,000

• No Points!

• No Application Fee!

• No Appraisal Fee!

• No Closing Costs!

.75%
APR*

3
.50% less than Prime Rate for the life of the loan,
currently 3.75%. Minimum rate to be charged is:

Then

1

Fixed for the first six months.

VFW Recognizes Freshman
As Essay Contest Winner

CONGRATULATIONS…Pictured
from left to right, are: Christine Cerutti
of Flemington, essay award winner;
Frank Chuppko, representing the VFW
or Scotch Plains; and Social Studies
teach Lynn Marley.

AREA — A Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy student was an award winner in the
annual Veterans of Foreign War essay
contest. Students wrote an essay on

Ketubah Unit Schedules
Brunch at The Westwood
COUNTY — The B’nai B’rith

Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for brunch on Sunday, March
2, at noon at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue in Garwood.

The cost is $13.95 per person, plus
tax and gratuity. Non-members are also
welcome to attend. Interested individu-
als are asked to call Elaine at (908) 232-
0062 by Friday, February 28.

THE BANJO BARRISTER…In January of 1997, Westfield attorney James Hely
was known as the “Singing Councilman” as shown above on the left. Now, he
claims to be the “Rockin’ Rotarian” as shown on the right. Mr. Hely put his heart
and soul into a rock-n’-roll medley as the Rotary Club’s luncheon speaker on
Tuesday, February 11, at the Westfield Y. Mr. Hely challenged the audience on their
knowledge of Rock and Roll history. The Rotary invites the public to join them,
and reminds the community of its 38th annual pancake breakfast and children’s
fair on Saturday, March 1, at the Westfield High School cafeteria, starting at 8 a.m.

Mary Alyce Tropy Works Trolley’s Evening Shift
While Taking ‘Road Less Traveled in Social Work’

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mary Alyce Tropy
works in downtown Westfield, mostly
on the evening shift over at the Jolly
Trolley.

This young woman enthusiasti-
cally waits on customers long into
the night with a genuine smile. Dur-
ing the day, she is a fulltime student
at Kean University, where she is com-
pleting her undergraduate degree in
social work.

Ms. Tropy plans to pursue a
master’s degree at Monmouth Uni-
versity next fall in international and
community development.

Last summer, she traveled through
the Andes Mountains and studied
with two Peruvians – an anthropolo-
gist and an archaeologist, who work
with indigenous worldwide cultures
to help them create sustainable com-
munities while preserving their natu-
ral resources.

“I found their work with the
Quechuan people to be extremely
meaningful and fulfilling,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

This summer, Ms. Tropy will be in
South Vietnam participating in a Kean
University program.

In her personal statement that ac-
companied her application for the
Masters Program, she wrote, “I have
taken the road less traveled to social
work.”

The Leader and The Times thinks
that is an understatement.

This bright young woman with an
effervescent personality started on a
very different career path, one of ser-
vice, but a road far removed from
social service work.

After graduating high school, Ms.
Tropy, who describes herself as the
“queen of summer school,” joined the
United States Air Force. She became a
practicing tactical aircraft mainte-
nance technician working on combat
aircraft in bases around the world.

“I enjoyed the challenges, the
people, even the discipline and the
opportunity to live abroad,” she told
The Leader and The Times.

In her sixth year of duty with the
military, while stationed in Kuwait
during Operation Desert Shield, Ser-
geant Tropy suddenly went into mas-
sive seizures from an unknown cause.

After an emergency evacuation
flight back to the United States, she
was diagnosed at Walter Read Hospi-
tal with a brain tumor. A delicate
microsurgery was performed and the
prognosis was questionable.

A long two-year period of rehabili-
tation and recuperation followed sur-

gery. Severe short-term memory loss,
constant migraines, periodic muscle
spasms, and a host of other medical
problems were obstacles she finally
overcame.

Ms. Tropy and her family told The
Leader and The Times her surgery and
100 percent recovery was “nothing
short of a miracle.”

Mary describes her time in the Air
Force as “awesome.”

“I miss it sometimes, being on the
flightline.” When asked how she felt
being the only woman in a 60-man
crew, she replied, “You had to prove
yourself, it was a great opportunity.”

The Air Force wanted her to stay
after her recovery, but being assigned
to a desk, “just wasn’t something I
saw myself doing so I was discharged.”

It was during those years of reha-
bilitation and recovery that “many
individuals personally touched the
lives of my family and I by helping us
through this crisis.”

Organizations, such as the Ameri-
can Red Cross and the Military Family
Services group were “my aces in the
hole.” One of her most vivid memories
was a volunteer from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW), a Korean War
veteran who helped her make the tran-
sition from military to civilian life.

“I can’t even remember the man’s
name, he helped me as a recently dis-
charged veteran get myself together to
pursue an education. I may not remem-
ber his name but I’ll never forget him, the
VFW and what he did for me,” she said.

“One of my most valuable volun-
teer experiences happened when I
spent one year studying sign lan-
guage and working with members of
a deaf community in a rural, poverty-
stricken location in Georgia,” added
Ms. Tropy.

“That year, I learned about the tre-
mendous barriers and limitations
faced by so many people. My experi-
ence allowed me to reexamine my
self-values and question what I
wanted to do in life. During this time,
I was able to witness how essential
different organizations can be to an
individual. I knew I wanted to pursue
a career in a social service,” she said.

Ms. Tropy moved back home to
New Jersey. Why, she was asked,
“”New Jersey is definitely in a league
of its own. Our State motto should be
“in a hurry”, we talk fast, move fast,
think fast. Having been in so many
different cultures, there is nothing
like the garden state. I love it here…I
love the diversity of the people.”

When she was asked about work-
ing in Westfield, Ms. Tropy re-
sponded, “It’s a great experience. You
get an opportunity to interact with so
many different types of people, how-
ever superficially that interaction
might be when your working.”

Nearly a straight-”A” student in
college today, Ms. Tropy quickly
added, “I was most definitely the
“summer school queen” in high
school, never able to get good grades,
never realizing the value of an educa-
tion back then.”

“At Kean, I’ve found in the social
work department, a mental and cul-
tural sensitivity that reminds us that
we all have a voice and with a little
help we can succeed,” she said.

Ms Tropy, a humble person, was
somewhat nervous and reluctant
about giving this interview for The
Leader and The Times.

“Why should I be in the local news-
paper?” she asked.

“It’s the kind of story this reporter
believes the readers would be inter-

ested in and possibly inspired by it,”
was the response.

The Leader/Times asked, “In light
of what you’ve been through, what
advice could you give people facing
problems?”

“That’s a really ugly word, advice.
Who am I to give others advice. I
would say however, I’ve learned that
having some kind of real passion in
your life…in your life’s work is most
important,” she said.

Ms. Tropy is a realist, she fully
expects, when this article is printed,
to be fondly but relentlessly “roasted”
by her co-workers and the patrons of
the Jolly Trolley working the evening
shift in Westfield. In light of what
she’s been through, she can handle it.

*  *  *  *  *
This reporter would like to thank

Ms Tropy for agreeing to share her
most inspirational story with the read-
ers of the Leader/Times. Ms Tropy
revealed she might want to pursue a
career in the foreign service. When
Mary Alyce was in the US Air Force,
their slogan was AIM HIGH; she did
and does everyday.

              Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE NIGHT SHIFT...Cranford resident Mary Alyce Tropy maintains her
hospitable smile throughout the evening shift at the Jolly Trolley in Westfield.

“Freedom’s Obligation” and recorded it
for the contest. Mr. Frank Chuppko of
the Scotch Plains VFW Post presented
an award to Freshman Christine Cerutti
of Flemington who placed second at the
local post level and third at the county
level.

Lynn Marley, Social Studies teacher,
said, “Considering the state of the Union,
this was a very timely topic. It helped
students think deeply about their obli-
gations, develop their writing skills, and
practice their oral presentation skills.
We are happy that the VFW holds this
contest and proud of our students.”

Smith Barney Holds
Annual Financial

 Program on Feb. 27
SCOTCH PLAINS — Smith

Barney Retirement Plan Consult-
ant, Thomas Beattle, will kick off
the Fifth Annual Take Your Parents
to School Day program on Febru-
ary 27. The program will be held at
Terrill Middle School, 1301 Terrill
Road, in Scotch Plains.

Smith Barney Financial Con-
sultants nationwide are gearing
up to bring the financial markets
to life for middle school students
and their parents as part of a three-
day, in-school curriculum.

In addition to the financial seg-
ment of the program, the Financial
Consultants will also introduce the
students of the 150 classrooms from
schools in 15 states to the firm’s
National Stock portfolio Contest.

Topics of discussion will in-
clude: Developing basic finan-
cial literacy, Setting both short
and long-term financial goals;
Learning financial vocabulary,
understanding the difference be-
tween saving and investing and
discussing how securities are
bought and sold.
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Ms. Stephanie Snitow
To Wed Dr. Daniel Jacoby

Ms. Stephanie Snitow and Dr. Daniel L. Jacoby

Miss Anna M. Tammaro
To Wed Nathan L. Madden

Nathan L. Madden and Miss Anna M. Tommaro

Ms. Emily Snitow of Westfield and
Neal Snitow of North Plainfield have

announced the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Stephanie Snitow of
Boston, to Dr. Daniel L. Jacoby of
New York City. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Jacoby of Guilford,
Conn.

A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-elect majored in
economics and received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Duke Univer-
sity in 1998. Currently enrolled in
the masters program at Harvard Busi-
ness School in Boston, she expects to
receive her master’s degree in June.

Dr. Jacoby is a graduate of Guilford
High School. He received both his
undergraduate degree in Judaic Stud-
ies and his medical degree from Yale
University. He is currently in his
third year of a residency in Internal
Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital
in New York City.

An August wedding is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tammaro of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss Anna
Maria Tammaro, also of Westfield, to
Nathan Lee Madden of Oaks, Pa. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Madden
of Oaks.

The bride-to-be is a 1995 graduate
of Westfield High School. She was
awarded her Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Marketing and a minor in
sociology from Pennsylvania State
University of State College, Pa. in
1999. She is a marketing assistant
with Salton in Kenilworth.

The future bridegroom, a 1995
graduate of Spring-Ford High School
in Royersford, Pa., received his Bach-
elor of Science degree in Manage-
ment Science and Information Sys-
tems from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity in 1999. He is a systems ana-
lyst with Independence Blue Cross in
Philadelphia.

The wedding is planned for the
summer of 2004.

Blood Drive to Take Place
At Atlas Pythagoras Lodge

Dr. Schlosberg to Speak
To F-SP College Club
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Monday,

February 24, the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will welcome
Dr. Ted Schlosberg, founder and Di-
rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts in Westfield.

The program will begin at 7 p.m. at
Union Catholic High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The club’s business meeting
will follow.

An Alpenhorn/Alphorn specialist,
Dr. Schlosberg will demonstrate the
many facets of the horn, from jazz to
classical to folk music. He has per-
formed in concerts, at art festivals and
community events, and for school/
service organizations.

Guests are always welcome at Col-
lege Club meetings. For more infor-
mation, please call Maureen at (908)
233-4027.

YMCA and MAC Plan
Evening of Pampering

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, along with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Municipal
Alliance Committee (MAC) has in-
vited women of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to a free “Ladies Nite Out.”

The event will be held on Tuesday,
March 4, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains.

“Ladies Nite Out” will feature an
evening of pampering that empha-
sizes stress relief without the use of
drugs and alcohol.

Area merchants will demonstrate a
variety of activities such as massage,
yoga and health and beauty tips.
Refreshments will be provided, as
well as door prizes and giveaways.
MAC is a community organization
dedicated to the prevention of sub-
stance abuse.

WESTFIELD – The Blood Center
of New Jersey (BCNJ) has announced
that a blood drive will take place from
6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, February 25,
at Masonic Atlas Pythagoras Lodge,
1011 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Donors must be 17 years old. There
is no upper age limit for donors, pro-
vided they meet health requirements.
Individuals should know their Social
Security number and bring a signed
or picture form of identification.

People with a fever or sore throat
should wait until they are feeling
better before donating and there is a
24-hour deferral for teeth cleanings
and fillings.

Those who have traveled outside
of the United States recently are asked
to call the Blood Center at (973) 676-
4933, extension no. 132, for eligibil-
ity criteria.

Additionally, the BCNJ is asking
blood donors in the Union, Morris,
Essex and Passaic county areas to
consider making an automated
apheresis appointment, where differ-
ent blood components are individu-
ally collected.

Appointments are available at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-

ter in Plainfield, Queen of Peace Par-
ish in Hewitt and at BCNJ’s donor
centers in West Orange and
Parsippany.

“These donors provide the prod-
ucts that are immediately needed for
patients,” said Judy Daniels, BCNJ
spokeswoman. “If a donor has a rare
blood type such as O negative, we
might ask him to give red cells and
platelets, or if a donor has type AB
blood, we might ask her to give
plasma.”

Type AB is universal for plasma
and Type O negative is universal for
red cells.

For more information or to sign up
for a blood drive, please call the Blood
Center at (800) 652-5663, extension
no. 140. Information on the apheresis
program is available by calling Archie
Palmer at (800) 652-5663, extension
no. 159.

Cat Adoptions Slated
At Garwood Store

GARWOOD – People for Animals
will sponsor a pet adoption event
this Saturday, February 22, from 1 to
5 p.m. at the PET VALU store, lo-
cated at 300 South Avenue in
Garwood, in the Kings Shopping
Center.

Among the many cats offered for
adoption will be “Sheba,” a three-
year-old, steel gray Korat-mix. She
is described as affectionate and a cat
that would make a great family pet.
Sheba is spayed, current with her
vaccinations and has tested nega-
tive for feline leukemia.

To adopt or for other information,
please call (908) 688-1073 and press
8 for cat adoption or 1 for dog adop-
tion to leave a message. Other pets
available for adoption may be seen
on the Internet at
www.pfa.petfinder.org.

For low cost spay/neuter informa-
tion, please call the People for Ani-
mals Clinic at (908) 964-6887. Spay/
neuter surgery costs range from $35
to $55 and include rabies and dis-
temper vaccinations.

“Sheba”

PRESIDENTS WEEK SALE
SAVE 30-50%

Storewide Savings on All  Furniture 
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday evening 'till 9 • Sun. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

518 North Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free  (877) MATT-FAC
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Owned & Operated by

the Shovlin Family

for Over 20 Years
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PERFECT PAINTING, INC.
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100s of
Satisfied

Area
Customers
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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

�����������	������� ���������� �!���"�#$#$%

908-233-5800

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Bartons Welcome
Graham Ellis

Rachel and Michael Barton of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Graham Ellis Barton,
on Sunday, December 22, at 6:02
p.m. at Morristown Memorial Hos-
pital in Morristown.

Graham weighed 6 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 18¾ inches
in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Sonya and Ernest Simon of
Jackson and Boynton Beach, Fla.

Carol and Gerard Barton of
Westfield are his paternal grandpar-
ents.

Internet Demonstration
On Tap at Library

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present an
Internet demonstration entitled “Help
– I’m in a Book Discussion Group” on
Tuesday, February 25, from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Participants will learn how to lo-
cate author biographies and book
reviews quickly and easily in data-
bases at the library and on the Internet.

Websites that offer free book dis-
cussion guides and suggestions for
good books for reading groups will
also be identified.

Individuals must be Westfield Li-
brary cardholders to attend and ad-
vanced registration is required. A
complete list of classes is available
on the library’s website,
www.wmlnj.org.  For further informa-
tion or to register, please call the
Reference Department at (908) 789-
4090.

Fergusons Welcome
Rose Chiaviello

Congressman Michael Ferguson
and his wife, Maureen, of Warren
Township have announced the birth
of their daughter, Rose Chiaviello
Ferguson, on Friday, February 7, at
4:15 a.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Rose, the couple’s third child,
weighed 8 pounds and 11 ounces and
measured 21¼ inches in length at
birth.

She joins her siblings, Jack and
Grace.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Patrick and Esther Malloi.

Her paternal grandparents are Tom
and Roberta Ferguson.
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“The frame is the reward of the artist.” -Degas

Please join us
at the artists’ reception and opening celebration

of our winter to spring

ART EXHIBIT
THE GALLERY AT JKDF
106 Walnut Street, Montclair
5-8 pm Saturday March 1st

featuring work of

Stanislaw Retinger
primal responses to contemporary problems

visualized through painting

and presenting work of

Natalia Minzararu & Viorel Cozma
and

Cristina Pineros
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A GOLDEN GROUP…Steering Committee members gather to prepare for the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Weekend, set
for March 22 and 23. Former pastors and youth ministers, members and friends
from across the country are expected to participate in various activities. Pictured,
left to right, are: Front row, Margaret Hetzel, Chairwoman Wilma Sinnock and
Nancy Godfrey, and back row, Nancy Jung, Marlene Wirth and Barbara
Couphos. The church is located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

‘Green Dance’ Planned
For Disabled People
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders, in co-
operation with the Department of
Parks and Recreation and the Town of
Westfield, will hold the Seventh An-
nual St. Patrick’s Day “Green Dance”
for people with disabilities.

The dance will take place on Sunday,
March 16, from 3 to 5 p.m. in Westfield.
“DJ Gerry” will provide the music.
Refreshments, dancing and games will
be featured during the festivities.

Pre-registration is required by Fri-
day, March 7, along with a $7 registra-
tion fee. Information and registration
materials may be obtained by calling
the Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 527-4096.

First Baptist Youth to Join
Fast to Combat Hunger

Temple Sholom to Begin
Series on Jewish Worship

Reducing Healthcare Errors
To Be Subject For LEARN

All Saints’ to Present
Workshop Sunday

On Men’s Spirituality
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’

Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains will
offer a dinner and workshop entitled
“Men’s Life – Men’s Spirit,” from 5 to
8 p.m. this Sunday, February 23.

Tom Baskett, a pastoral counselor
from Lawrenceville, will lead the dis-
cussion. He has facilitated groups and
discussions on men’s spirituality for
the Episcopal Diocese for the past 10
years.

Men and teenagers are welcome to
attend. Dinner is included and reserva-
tions are required. Tickets are $15 in
advance or at the door.

The All Saints’ Church is located at
559 Park Avenue. For reservations,
please call the church office at (908)
322-8047.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The League
for Educational Advancement for
Registered Nurses (LEARN) will
present an educational program for
registered nurses and guests entitled
“When a Nurse Errs: Learning from
Mistakes to Reduce Healthcare Er-

rors.”
The program will take place on

Monday, February 24, at 7:45 p.m. at
the Parish House of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church, located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Kathleen Gialanella, a registered
nurse and practicing attorney with
an office in Westfield, will be the
guest speaker.

Ms. Gialanella concentrates on ar-
eas of health care law, the legal rights
and obligations of licensed health
care professionals, as well as the le-
gal rights of the consumer in the
health care delivery system.

She served in the Army Nurse
Corps, practicing in the areas of coro-
nary care, intensive care and medi-
cal-surgical nursing. Ms. Gialanella
is an Adjunct Professor at Seton Hall
University, where she teaches the
legal aspects of the nursing practice.

LEARN, a not-for-profit, profes-
sional organization for New Jersey
registered nurses, offers eight pro-
grams per academic year on current
nursing topics.

Each program provides Continu-
ing Education Contact Hours through
the New Jersey State Nurses Associa-
tion. This program has been approved
for 2.4 contact hours. In addition, for
school nurses, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, Professional Stan-
dards Board, has granted Professional
Development Hours.

Annual LEARN membership for
registered nurses is $40. Guests may
attend at a fee of $10 per program.
For information, please write to:
LEARN, P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains
07076 or call (908) 754-9499 or
(908) 272-7239.

WESTFIELD – More than a dozen
young people from the First Baptist
Church of Westfield plan to raise
awareness and money to fight hun-
ger this weekend by wearing or-
ange and participating in the World
Vision 30-Hour Famine.

The youth will join other church
groups in Metuchen and Piscataway
for a regional rally tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 21; an all-night 30-
hour famine or fast, and a service
project on Saturday, February 22.

On Saturday, they will volunteer
at CUMAC-ECHO in Paterson, an
urban ministry program of the United
Methodist Churches, packaging
food and sorting clothing. The fast
will conclude at 6 p.m. on Saturday
with a shared meal at the First Bap-
tist Church, provided by a few of the
parents of youth group members.

Funds from the 30-Hour Famine
support long-term development
projects and also provide emer-
gency relief to help break the cycle
of hunger and poverty worldwide.

In 2003, the countries that will be
helped by World Vision’s 30-Hour
Famine include Peru, Ethiopia,
North Korea, the United States,
Burundi, Malawi and Zambia.

Founded in 1950, World Vision is
a Christian humanitarian organiza-
tion that serves children and fami-
lies in nearly 100 countries.

It maintains health, education,
agriculture, water, sanitation and
small business projects that benefit
people in need without regard to
religion, gender, race or ethnic back-
ground.

Donations to World Vision may
be made by calling the First Baptist
Church at (908) 233-2278 or (800)-
7-FAMINE, or by visiting
www.30hourfamine.org.

For more information about this
program or the youth group, please
call the Reverend Jeremy Mont-
gomery, Minister of Local Outreach
at First Baptist, at (908) 233-2278
or e-mail him at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple
Sholom will present a lecture by its
spiritual leader, Rabbi Joel Abraham,
as the first in a series on how Jewish
worship and physical space inter-
twine.

Entitled “Build Me a Holy Place
and I will Dwell Among You (Asu Li
Mikdash v’Shochanti B’tocham),” the
lecture will be held on Sunday, Febru-
ary 23, from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the
Temple Sholom Religious School.

The religious school is housed in
Union Catholic High School, located

CONTACT We Care Lauds
Volunteers During Dinner

DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEERS…During its Volunteer Recognition Dinner on
January 31, CONTACT We Care presented special awards to eight volunteers for
outstanding service. Pictured, left to right; are: Jeff Stirrat and Sandy Spina of
Westfield, 1,000 hours; Laurie Groves of Liberty Corner and Nancy Morrison of
Livingston, 500 hours; Millie Rasweiler of Watchung, 1,500 hours; Terry Tuthill of
Union, 1,000 hours, and Helen Clyburn of Roselle and Barbara Couphos of Fanwood,
500 hours. Katie Feeks, CONTACT Executive Director, stands at far right.

SCOTCH PLAINS – CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour crisis hotline serving
Union, Essex, Middlesex and Somerset

counties, saluted its more than 120
volunteers at a Volunteer Recognition
Dinner on January 31.

The event was held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Sponsors for the evening included more
than three dozen area restaurants and
businesses which donated food plat-
ters for the buffet and floral decora-
tions.

CONTACT volunteers staff the
hotline telephones, place outreach calls
to the homebound elderly and disabled
in the Care Ring Program and support
the office staff with many projects.

“Last year, volunteer support of our
programs totaled almost 10,000 hours,
8,500 hours on the hotline telephones
alone,” said Katie Feeks, Executive
Director.

“It is very gratifying to have so many
area businesses respond so positively
to our request for donations and sup-
port as we celebrate the dedication and
commitment of our volunteers,” she
added.

While the evening’s festivities ac-
knowledged the contributions of all
CONTACT volunteers, several indi-
viduals received special recognition
for achieving major milestones during
2002.

Special awards were presented to
James Walsh of Cranford, for 2,400
hours; Millie Rasweiler of Watchung,
for 1,500 hours; Jeff Stirrat and Sandy
Spina of Westfield and Terry Tuthill of
Union, for 1,000 hours.

Volunteers honored for reaching 500
hours included Laurie Groves of Lib-
erty Corner, Helen Clyburn of Roselle,
Nancy Morrison of Livingston and
Barbara Couphos of Fanwood.

For more information about CON-
TACT We Care, becoming a volunteer
or the training program, please call
(908) 490-1480.

at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available at the rear
of the school. The entrance for the
Adult Education lectures is also
through the rear of the building.

The first lecture will take a look at
Biblical forbearers and their worship
spaces, exploring how these spaces
continue to influence the way Jewish
people worship today.

Anyone with questions is asked to
call the Temple office at (908) 756-
6447 or visit http://
www.sholomnj.org

ALPHA Graduates
Invited to Retreat

Beginning Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – Graduates of AL-

PHA courses held at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield are invited to
attend a special reunion retreat at the
Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center
in the Poconos tomorrow through
Sunday, February 21 to 23.

The program will involve singing
praises to God; studying the scrip-
tures and exploring how they touch
lives today, and sharing in small
groups. Senior Pastor Dee Dee
Turlington will oversee and teach at
the retreat.

The cost is $105 and covers two
nights and five meals. Interested in-
dividuals are asked to e-mail Rever-
end Turlington at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Services Are Scheduled
For Ash Wednesday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church has announced
that Ash Wednesday services will
be held on March 5 during services
at 7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

For those who choose it, the im-
position of ashes will be offered.
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated
at both services as well. The church
is located at Martine and LaGrande
Avenues in Fanwood.

ADVANCED
PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATES

210 North Ave., East, Cranford • 908-276-0237
www.advancedpt.info

GET TO KNOW
OUR STAFF

Marilyn Federico, MA, OTR, CHT, is a
graduate of New York University, receiving
a Masters of Arts degree in Occupational
Therapy in 1996. She completed a certifi-
cate in rehabilitation of the hand and
upper extremity at Hahnemann University.
This intensive study, along with her years
of clinical experience, prepared her to
pass the rigorous hand therapy certifica-
tion exam in 2001.

Marilyn has had extensive experience
returning individuals with upper extremity
disabilities to a full and productive life. She has been able to guide indi-
viduals with neurological conditions, orthopedic injuries and repetitive
stress and strains along the road to recovery. In addition to her clinical
experience, Marilyn is an active member of the American Society of Hand
Therapist.

Marilyn joined ADVANCED Physical Therapy Associates in 2002. Her
knowledge, superior skills and sincere concern will enhance our ability to
provide specialized treatment for individuals with upper extremity disabil-
ities. 

Therapists like Marilyn are responsible for our reputation as one of the
finest practices in the state.

750397

����������	��

���

Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Estate Planning

Family Law

General Practice

•
•

•
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201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

S
Biographer to Discuss
‘Billy Yank Governor’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will present “A Billy Yank Governor” at
its monthly meeting on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood train
station, located at North and Martine
Avenues.

Attendees will learn about the life
and times of Franklin Murphy, who
became Governor of New Jersey in
1901. During the Civil War, he fought
as a “Billy Yank” in the Union Army,
from Antietam to Gettysburg. He also
marched with General William
Tecumseh Sherman across Georgia.

Murphy’s biographer, Bernard A.
Olsen, will present the program. A Civil
War historian, teacher and author, he
has taught for more than 30 years at
Marlboro High School. He also teaches
history at Brookdale Community Col-
lege.

The meeting is open to everyone.
Refreshments and fellowship will fol-
low. For further information, please
write to Historical Society President
Richard Bousquet, P.O. Box 261, Scotch
Plains 07076 or call (908) 232-1199.

St. John’s Baptist Sets
‘Family Night’ Event

For This Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s

Fellowship and the Sunday Church
School of St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains will host “Family
Night – A Special Black History
Celebration” this Saturday, Febru-
ary 22, at 7 p.m.

Every Sunday in February, reflec-
tion on past leaders, as well as on
local leaders of today, is included in
the 8:30 a.m. Church School and the
10 a.m. service at the church.

The Scotch Plains Chapter of the
New Jersey Orators, as well as special
guests, are scheduled to participate
in the “Family Night” program.
Members of the public are invited to
attend.

St. John’s Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 2387 Morse Avenue. For
more information, please call (908)
232-6972.Gala Auction at Temple

To Benefit Individuals
Living With HIV-AIDS

WESTFIELD – The AIDS Benefit
Committee of New Jersey (ABCNJ)
will hold its annual Gala Auction on
Saturday, March 8, at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The doors will open at 6 p.m.

Begun in 1986, ABCNJ is a non-
profit, all-volunteer organization. Its
mission is to raise money to distribute
to agencies throughout New Jersey that
provide education and/or physical re-
lief to individuals and their loved ones
who are living with HIV and AIDS.

The organization’s outreach pro-
grams range from sponsoring a camp
for children and their families affected
by HIV or AIDS to direct and immediate
hospice needs.

Tickets are $100 each, which include
a surprise door prize, dinner, cocktails
and entertainment by Jon Bramnick,
who will serve as emcee for the auction.
They may be purchased by calling (908)
928-1600 or (908) 822-8553.

Individuals who cannot attend but
wish to make a contribution may send
their donations to ABCNJ, P.O. Box
847, Westfield 07091-0847.
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The Westfield LeaderHere’s Your March Advertising Planner

St. Patrick’s Day  3/17 Month Long Sale Days

Focused and direct information and announcements to the communities are  vital and essential to your
business or service needs.  The     Westfield Leader and The     Times of Scotch Plains - Fanwood
newspapers are committed to delivering those results.

In addition, our weekly publications are now viewed by thousands of readers on our Internet site,
www.goleader.com.  This unique and free service is assured to bring you even greater return for your
advertising dollar.

Simply contact the Westfield Leader Advertising Department:

908 232 0473908 232 4407 sales@goleader.com
For information & rates, visit our website at:
T F

www.goleader.com
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-13
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

LOOMIS RECORDS 71ST CAREER WIN ON SR. NIGHT

Raider Wrestlers Submerge
BridgeH2O Panthers, 57-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Blast from the past” seemed to be
the theme at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team’s final regular-season home
match on Valentine’s Day. The Raid-
ers circled the mats donning “new”
uniforms reminiscent of the early
1980s. In reality, it was senior night
and all three varsity seniors recorded
wins in a, 57-18, triumph over
Bridgewater-Raritan.

“I love them,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz of the uniforms.
“We like doing throwbacks. I found
them over at Park Middle School.
The guys like to wear them. The par-
ents said ‘we used to wear them in 82-
83’. It’s nice. It’s special for the kids.”

Senior heavyweight Matt Loomis,
who has wrestled all four years at the
varsity level, improved his career
record to 71-12 with a 45-second fall
over hefty Panther Rob Kane, using a

devastating fireman’s takedown to a
half nelson.

“I don’t believe that I ever have
used that move (at heavyweight),”
commented Loomis. “It felt pretty
good. I’m getting a lot better working
my angles. I’m in a lot better condi-
tion now so I can do a lot more than
I have been.”

The 1-13 Panthers, who compete in
the very tough Skyland Conference,
maneuvered their lineup in an effort
to get maximum dividends but the
Raiders, wrestling well, had little dif-
ficulty in recording six falls, three
decisions and two wins via forfeit.

“We were 14-2 up until this point
going against a good team,” said
Scholz. “I know they were 1-13 but
they wrestle in the Skyland Confer-
ence. They went after us hard. They
wanted to get another win. Now we
are 15-2.”

Senior Chris Sprague, who placed
fifth in the Union County Tourna-

ment, came out ready and dropped
140-lb. Ross Sims to his back in 46
seconds.

“I have been struggling all year. To
wrestle hard and place fifth in the
counties and tonight, getting a big
pin, feels good. It helps my confi-
dence going into the districts,” said
Sprague, who hopes to get accepted
to Notre Dame in the fall.

The third senior, Eugene
Klushnichenko, got two takedowns
and an escape to defeat Devin
DiBlasio, 5-0, in the 215-lb. class.

“All three seniors tonight, last home
match, did their job,” said Scholz.

Probably one of the most antici-
pated battles of the evening was at
171-lbs. between powerful Panther
Jon Rothman and Raider Andrew
Silber – Union County champion at
171-lbs. Rothman got the drop on
Silber early in the first period with a
five-point pancake maneuver but

LUCK NETS 2 GOALS, 2 ASSISTS AGAINST CRUSADERS

Blue Devil Ice Boys Qualify
For Hockey Division Playoffs

By RACHEL SKOLNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
ice hockey team played one of their
strongest games all season on Febru-
ary 12, according to Head Coach Den-
nis Doherty. The Blue Devils shut out
A.L. Johnson, 7-0, at Warinanco Rink
in Roselle. On February 14, the Blue
Devils dueled to a 1-1 tie with the
Nutley Raiders to qualify for the di-
vision playoffs.

In the first period, against the ALJ
Crusaders, senior center Brian Luck,
assisted by senior right wing Kirt
Giresi, scored the first goal. Senior
left wing Ryan Hoens netted the next
goal with an assist from junior right
wing Scot Simpson.

During the second period the Blue
Devils controlled the puck in the
Crusaders’ zone for the majority of
the time; however, no goals were
scored.

The Blue Devils sizzled in the third
period and continued their assault on
the Crusaders’ goal with even greater
success, netting five goals. Sopho-
more left wing Ryan Madaras fired in
the first goal, unassisted. Senior As-
sistant Captain and defenseman John
Burnham slid in the next goal off of
a rebound from Luck’s shot.

Luck, assisted by Giresi, added the
next goal to up the score to 5-0. Luck

returned the favor by assisting Giresi
on the next goal. The duo proved to
be quite a pair throughout the game,
scoring and assisting each other’s
goals numerous times. Sophomore
left wing Brent Davis scored the sev-

enth goal of the game. Sophomore
center Greg Speir and freshman left
wing Sal Esposito assisted on Davis’
goal.

Sophomore goalie Mike Finne

KLIMOWICZ BUCKETS 20 POINTS, HUBER NAILS 14

Raider Hoopsters Hold Down
U. C. Lady Vikings, 47-35
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A decisive first quarter is all it took,
as the 19-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team
rolled to a, 47-35, victory over Union
Catholic in Scotch Plains on Febru-
ary 11. Raider center Hillary
Klimowicz fired in 20 points and
junior forward Lauren Huber rolled
in 14 for the Vikings.

“I really wasn’t happy with today’s
effort. I thought in the first half, we
were awful,” explained Viking Head
Coach Kathy Matthews. “We made a

lot of mistakes. We were not patient
on offense, although, I thought the
defense for the most part, considering
the offensive personnel that they
have, did a pretty good job today.
But, it was our offense that hurt us. We
don’t always pass the ball well. We
played a good second half, but that
was because our younger kids
brought us back. They played really
tough. I’m not ever happy when we
lose, but I saw some good things
today that I thought were beneficial
for us. Scotch Plains is an excellent
club. They have a lot of weapons and

they hit some big stuff when they
needed to.”

The Raiders took it to the Vikings
early to earn a decisive, 14-2, drop in
the first quarter. Raider guard Maura
Gillooly set the tempo scorching the
target from downtown. Point guard
Jenny Burke stroked the net for four
points while Klimowicz smothered
the net with three buckets. Guard Ali
Farawell scored the lone basket for
the Vikings.

When Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm rested his starters early in the
second quarter, the tide shifted some-
what. The Vikings brought a strong
and competitive game plan to the
floor with the defense making a state-
ment. Huber burned the net for four
points, while Farawell and Courtney
Harris each sank two. Later, Raiders
Jen Russell, Chanelle Freeman, Lind-
say Pennella and Klimowicz com-
bined for 10 points to take a, 24-10,
lead into the locker room.

The game picked up its intensity in
the third quarter with both teams shor-

Rothstein Takes Top Honors
At NJSIAA Bowling Tourney

Speaking of someone who, not only,
has been consistent all season but also
knows how to close out for victory,
Westfield High School senior Matt
Rothstein earned the top seed for the
NJSIAA boys’ individual bowling
tournament then won the title on
Valentine’s Day at the Brunswick Zone
Carolier Lanes in North Brunswick.
The Blue Devils, who qualified four
boys for the individual champion-
ship, finished sixth in the team cham-
pionship with 2,987 total pins.

In the individual championship,
Rothstein, first, rolled a 744 series
then followed with a 756 series – a
1,500 total for a 250 average – to head
a field of five individuals to compete
in the stepladder finals. Rothstein then
defeated third-seeded Rob Pauli of
Lenape Valley, 201-158, to become
the state champion – the first bowler in
Westfield High School history.

Rothstein bowled the high game in
the team roll offs, won by then sev-
enth-ranked Manchester Township
with a total of 3,188, with a 280.
Teammates Andrew Royston, Willy
Masket and Brian Sanders also quali-
fied for the individual finals.

TOP 5 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Matt Rothstein (Westfield) 1,500, 2.
Rob Pauli (Lenape Valley) 1,339, 3.
Jeff Thibodeau (Woodbridge) 1,363 –
was defeated by Pauli in stepladder,

4. Nick Norcia (Point Pleasant Boro.)
1,312, 5. Ed Carragher (Howell) 1,287

TOP 10 TEAMS:
1.Manchester Township 3,188, 2.
Woodbridge 3,056, 3. Brick Memorial
3,034, 4. Lenape Valley 3,031, 5. Howell
2,990, 6. Westfield 2,987, 7. Brick 2,944,
8. Bergen Catholic 2,894, 9. Edison
2,893, 10. Paramus Catholic 2,887

SENIOR CARI ROCK SPARKLES, HITTING 20 POINTS

Blue Devil Cagers Show Flare
Against Lady Comets in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes in a losing season there
can be a bright side, despite coming
up short, 46-34, in the preliminary
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment to the, 12-7, Hillside High
School Comets in Rahway on Febru-
ary 15. The young Westfield High
School girls’ basketball team demon-
strated that it is possible, despite lack
of team depth, to play at an acceler-
ated level that deserved recognition
and much applause.

Highlighting the game for the Blue
Devils was senior center Cari Rock
who led all scorers with 20 points.
Freshman guard Hassanah Oliver led
the Comets with 13 points.

“Coming in with just six players,

we came in here to fight and push our
way through and play sound basket-
ball,” said Rock. “We didn’t back
down when we were down. We came
back to tie the game at the half. Our
shots weren’t falling nor were our
foul shots for some of us, but that
didn’t make any difference. We came
out here and gave it our all. It was
tough. It was physical, but it was a
good game and what happened, hap-
pened.”

A full-court press resulting in turn-
overs and poor shooting by both
teams netted just a single bucket in
the first three minutes. The strategy
continued to work to the Comets’
advantage as they pushed to a, 7-0,
lead. Blue Devil senior forward Jes-
sica O’Neill nailed a three-pointer to

close the first quarter.
In the second quarter, the offensive

method and screens employed by Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino proved
to be fruitful. With the Comets play-
ing man-on-man, the Blue Devils
offensive unit including sophomore
forward Lauren Gilmetti and junior
guard Melissa Rosen spread out and
fired off a barrage of shots. Fortu-
nately, many of the shots fired of by
junior forward Jackie Pena and O’Neill
found their target. Additionally, the
good news was that Rock and O’Neill
made it possible to rattle the defense
inside and were hot from the stripe to
push the score to, 20-20, by halftime.

The Comets went on a six-point
run in the third quarter to outscore

Raider Hoopmen Demolish
Brearley, 63-35, in UCT

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team got what
it wanted, a chance to play the No. 1
team in the state, St. Patrick’s of Eliza-
beth. The 16th-seeded, 5-16 Raiders
accomplished that opportunity by
demolishing 17th-seeded David
Brearley of the Mountain Valley
Conference, 63-35, in the prelimi-
nary round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Linden on February 15.

Freshman center Lance Thomas led
the Raiders both offensively and de-
fensively, sinking 24 points and pull-
ing down eight rebounds. Junior point
guard Sean Fuller bucketed 21 points,
including three 3-pointers. Dorron
King rolled in 12 points for the Bears.

The Raiders, who feature no se-
niors in their top-six players, virtu-

ally decided the outcome of the game
in the first quarter by outscoring the
9-9 Bears, 32-7. At one point, the
Raiders went on a 16-0 run. Thomas
had five rebounds and 14 points in
the quarter and Fuller banged in 12
points. The Bears came to life offen-
sively in the second quarter,
outscoring the Raiders, 15-10, to trail
42-22 at the half.

The Raider defense muzzled the
Bears in the second half, limiting
them to just 13 points. Junior forward
Mike Walker finished with eight
points, Kamal Brown hit for five,
Lakiem Lockery nailed four points
and Scott Moynihan contributed one
for the Raiders.
Brearley   7 15   7   6 35
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 32 10   9 12 63

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A GRAPEVINE…Raider Andrew Silber, top, puts Panther Jon Rothman in a single-leg grapevine and looks
to set up a tilt in the 171-lb. bout. Silber pinned Rothman in 3:48.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A STATEMENT…Raider defenders sophomore guard, Maura Gillooly, No. 15, sophomore center Hillary
Klimowicz, No. 34, foreground and No. 33, forward Lindsay Pennella, right, combine forces in an attempt to block a shot
by Viking forward center Lauren Huber, No. 34.
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FULLY INSURED          FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

�����������	���
�

����
� “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING
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“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
����������
������
	��
�

�������

��������	
����

�������������

���������	
���

����������	
�����

Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
�������	����
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey

908-233-1341 (Office)
�������������	�
�����������

Removals, Pruning, Topping, Stump Grinding
Landscape Design

Planting, Mulching, Paver Walks, Sod and Seed
10% Senior Citizen Discount

24 hr Emergency Service

Call Now For Winter Rates!
Michael Ridge
Owner

Chris Love
Owner
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Raider Hoopsters Hold Down
U. C. Lady Vikings, 47-35
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Blue Devil Cagers Show Flare
Against Lady Comets in UCT
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PUBLIC NOTICE                             PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Bond Ordinance published herewith, Ordinance 03-01-S, has been finally
adopted on February 11, 2003 by the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood and
the 20 day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the
validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first publication of this statement.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

ORDINANCE 03-01-S

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $16,000 FOR THE
BOROUGH’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE COST OF ACQUISITION OF VARI-
OUS ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT TO MAINTAIN FIELDS FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY AND,
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $15,200 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members
thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:
The improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance (the “Improvements”)

are hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey (the
“Borough”) as general improvements. For the said Improvement there is hereby
appropriated the amount of $16,000, such sum includes the sum of $800 as the down
payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New
Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and
supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”). The Down Payment is now available by virtue
of provisions in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments for capital
improvement purposes.

SECTION 2:
In order to finance the cost of the Improvements, negotiable bonds of the Borough

are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $15,200 pursuant to the
provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”). In anticipation of the issuance of the
Bonds and to temporarily finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable bond
anticipation notes of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal
amount not exceeding $15,200 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the
“Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”).

SECTION 3:
(a) The Improvements authorized and the purpose for the financing of which said

obligations are to be issued is the Borough’s contribution to the cost of acquisition of
a tractor, aerator, top dresser/reseeder and vacuum.

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose
of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvements is $15,200.

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvements is $16,000 which amount represents the
initial appropriation made by the Borough.

SECTION 4:
All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be

determined by the chief financial officer of the Borough (the “Chief Financial Officer”);
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date. The Notes shall bear
interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief
Financial Officer. The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection
with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial
Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations. All
Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of
Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized
to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them
to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued
interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof. The Chief Financial Officer is
directed to report in writing to the Borough Council of the Borough at the meeting next
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance
is made. Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the
maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser.

SECTION 5:
The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions

of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the
Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION 6:
The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:
(a) The Improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not current

expenses, and are capital improvements or properties that the Borough may lawfully
make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or
shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby.

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvements, within the limitations of the Local
Bond Law, and according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the
Bonds authorized by this bond ordinance, is 5 years.

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly
prepared and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate
thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey. Such statement
shows that the gross debt of the Borough, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is
increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this bond ordinance
by $15,200 and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations
prescribed by the Local Bond Law.

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $1,000 for items of expense listed in and
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of
the Improvements, as indicated herein.

SECTION 7:
Any funds received from time to time by the Borough as contributions in aid of financing

the purposes described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall be used for financing said
Improvements by application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said
Improvements or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of
the Borough authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance. Any such funds received may,
and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost
of said Improvements shall, be held and applied by the Borough as funds applicable only
to the payment of obligations of the Borough authorized by this Bond Ordinance.

SECTION 8:
The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment

of the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance. The
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall
be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough
for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or
amount.

SECTION 9:
This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury

Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with
respect to the Improvements prior to the date that Borough incurs debt obligations under
this Bond Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures
with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the costs of
the Improvements is $15,200.

SECTION 10:
This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after

final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.
1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $188.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-03-R AND

PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 11, 2003. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD CREATING A NEW CHAP-
TER 6 REGARDING ADVERTISING ON
BOROUGH VEHICLES.

A public hearing on this ordinance will
be held on March 11, 2003 at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

ORDINANCE NO. 03-03-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD CREATING A
NEW CHAPTER 6 REGARDING
BOROUGH VEHICLES

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Fanwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as
follows:

Section I. The Code of the Borough
of Fanwood is hereby amended by the
addition of a new Chapter 6 entitled “Bor-
ough Vehicles”, and by the addition of a
new Section 6-1 thereto reading as fol-
lows:

6-1 Advertising on Borough Vehicles.

Commercial advertising, including,
but not limited to, the placement of
advertising logos, is not permitted
on any Borough Vehicle.

Section II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent with this ordi-
nance are hereby repealed.

Section III. This ordinance shall take
effect immediately upon final passage
and publication as required by law.
1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-04-R AND

PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 11, 2003. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD REGARDING COMMER-
CIAL USE OF EXTERIOR DECORATIVE
STRING LIGHTING.

A public hearing on this ordinance will
be held on March 11, 2003 at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

ORDINANCE NO. 03-04-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 93 OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
REGARDING COMMERCIAL
USE OF EXTERIOR DECORA-
TIVE STRING LIGHTING

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Fanwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as
follows:

Section I. Section 17.04(L) of the
code of the Borough of Fanwood is hereby
deleted in its entirety and is replaced by
the following:

L. Any commercial exterior use of out-
door icicle or string lighting. Notwith-
standing the foregoing, icicle or string
lighting is permitted when such lights
are used to illuminate merchandise
on display or for the purposes of
indicating that a commercial estab-
lishment is open, subject to the fol-
lowing:

1. such lights are to be small, white
and unblinking;

2. no such lights may be used when
the exterior of the building is
floodlit;

3. all such lights must be turned off
at the close of business for an
establishment using such lights.

Section II. If any provision of this or-
dinance shall be held invalid by any court
of competent jurisdiction, the same shall
not affect the other provisions of this
ordinance, except so far as the provision
so declared invalid shall be inseparable
from the remainder of any portion thereof.

Section III. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent with this ordi-
nance are hereby repealed.

Section IV.This ordinance shall take
effect immediately upon final passage
and publication as required by law.
1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $57.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield

Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 13, 2003 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 9,2002 meeting:

1. Westfield Spine Center, Dr. Diorio,
235 Elmer Street seeking permission
to erect two signs, one on front of
building and one on side of building-
grant.

2. Matthew and Laurie Garfinkel, 793
Lenape Trail seeking permission to
erect a front porch and circular drive-
grant.

3. Jenelyn Cooling, 704 Highland Av-
enue seeking permission to erect
circular driveway-denied.

4. Mark and Christine Taglieri, 1922
Grandview Avenue seeking permis-
sion to erect an addition-grant.

5. Jonathan and Julia Walker, 169
Harrison Avenue seeking permis-
sion to erect two-story addition in the
rear-grant.

6. Kevin and Kristi Lombardi, 520 Dorian
Court seeking permission to erect a
two-story addition-granted as
amended with conditions.

7. Eugence B. and Liliya S. Tabachnick,
906 Prospect Street seeking permis-
sion to retain 6 foot fence in front
yard and +8 foot fence in side yard-
deny.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/20/03, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
March 6, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeal(s):

NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. for a Use
Variance and Waiver of Site Plan Ap-
proval to permit the installation of a
double-faced 14 feet by 48 feet by 55
feet high advertising sign on the prop-
erty located at 201 Union Avenue
(Block 1902, Lot 1), Scotch Plains,
from the following section of the Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3q, Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, whereby “all bill-
boards, signboards, advertising signs
or devices not expressly related to the
business being conducted on the pre-
mises” are prohibited.

In addition, NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. has
applied for waiver of, or in the alterna-
tive, site plan approval, and any other
variances, waivers, exceptions, inter-
pretations or other relief, either for ex-
isting or created conditions required by
the Board after its review of the appli-
cation, including, but not limited to, vari-
ances for height (35 feet permitted, 55
feet proposed); minimum front yard
setback (50 feet permitted, 5.0 feet
proposed); minimum side yard setback
(20 feet permitted, 5.5 feet proposed);
and total both side yards (40 feet permit-
ted, 13.5 feet proposed).

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, and is available for
public inspection during regular office
hours.

NextMedia Outdoor, Inc.,
by its attorneys,

Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.

Louis L. D’Arminio, Esq.
1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
The Westfield Planning Board will meet

on March 3, 2003, in the Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Steet, Westfield, New Jersey
at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the
following application:
02-21(V) WARD & O’DONNELL

WESTFIELD, L.L.C., 159-169
EAST BROAD STREET, BLOCK
2505, LOTS 16 AND 17, APPLI-
CANT SEEKS AMENDMENT TO
THE MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL RESOLUTION. APPLI-
CANT SEEKING APPROVAL TO
AMEND A CONDITION OF THE
MEMORIALIZED RESOLUTION
ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING
BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ON NOVEMBER 5,
2001, WHICH PROVIDES AS
FOLLOWS:

Condition 6. “The applicant shall
record this Resolution as a re-
striction running with the land
by filing copy of same in the
Union County Clerk’s Office
within 30 days of the date
hereof.”

The applicant requests ap-
proval of modification of this
condition, retroactive to Novem-
ber 5, 2001, to provide that the
Resolution be recorded within
38 days of the date of its adop-
tion.

The application is on file in the Office of
the Westfield Town Engineer, which is
located at 959 North Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey, and may be reviewed Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 2/20/03, The Leader Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
February 18th, 2003.

Bernard A. Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2068
A SPECIAL ORDINANCE AU-
THORIZING THE SALE OF
TOWN PROPERTY INFOR-
MALLY KNOWN AS 117
GREENE PLACE IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD TO SHARON
COULTER.

1 T - 2/20/03, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
The Regular February meeting of the

Fanwood Planning Board is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 26, 2003 at 8 P.M.,
Fanwood Borough Hall, Mayor and Coun-
cil Chambers, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 to discuss
applications before the Board.

Official action will be taken.
Ruth Page

Secretary Pro Tem
1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $12.24

Westfield, 12-6. An unsportsmanlike
act by a Comet, a punch to the face
of senior guard Lisa Venezia, tainted
the quarter. Rock hit for three points
from the stripe and Venezia sank one
while O’Neill hit with a jumper in
the quarter.

“We just wanted to come out here
and win,” said Venezia. “I though
perhaps we could come back in the
second half, but it was not to be. After
what happened out there, I found it
difficult to keep my head, but I did

manage to remain calm. But as far as
the offense was concerned, we should
have made more shots that we had on
the inside. That hurt us.”

The Comets put the game out of
reach early in the fourth quarter with
a 14-8 run then held the ball for the
remainder of the game.

“I truly believe that each one of us
put our heart out there,” expressed
O’Neill. “We knew coming in here
with six players it would be hard. Our
coach came out with this 2-2-1 trap.
I think we executed it so well and it
really benefited us as far as adding
pressure. Unfortunately, when I got
into foul trouble at the half, it more or
less took me out of my game, but I
think we really worked hard; although
you really can’t tell that by looking
at the scoreboard.”

After the game, Coach Marino sum-
marized, saying, “We missed a lot of
shots, a lot of easy shots. If we sink
just half of them, we would of ended
winning by at least 10 points. Not
only that, we got into foul trouble
early, so we were trying to hide some
kids, switching them into positions
and that worked out well. The zone
press was working well for us, and
then we switched it up into a diamond
press a little then pulled back into a
zone. Our girls did a real nice job.
They moved the ball around well,
looked for each other and put them-
selves into positions to take good
shots. But, I’m really happy with these
kids. I’m proud of them; particularly
the seniors and juniors who really
stepped it up.”
Westfield   3 17   6   8 34
Hillside   7 13 12 14 46

ing up the inside perimeters. A well-
executed full-court press and a half-
court trap proved to benefit the Lady
Vikings as they outscored the Raid-
ers, 12-8. Stephanie Green and
Farawell led the attack while Huber
took position at the baseline hitting
several open shots to narrow the gap
to eight, 32-24.

The Vikings maintained their poise
and poked away at the Raider basket
in the fourth quarter with Huber,
Green, Harris and Ashley Whittemore
doing the damage to chop the Raider
lead at five. Defensively, the Vikings
appeared to control the boards.

“I think sometimes I depend too much
on my height,” said Klimowicz. “Re-
bounding, of course, is a big part of the
game, but I believe that is one weakness
that we need to work on. Outside of that,
we have really a lot of strong points. As
far as our side, the whole team stepped
it up and we got the job done. I have a

lot of respect for U.C. They’re a very
good team and have a very good coach.
They know how to stay with every-
thing that they play.”

With two minutes remaining and
the score 38-33, the Raiders took up
their defensive position, while mount-
ing a five-point scoring attack headed
by Klimowicz. Then, with one minute
remaining, Burke hit big from the
stripe, while Klimowicz executed a
monstrous power block. She then took
control of the ball, sped up court and
finalized the contest with a solo blast.

“We don’t want any letdowns in
the upcoming counties, summarized
Klimowicz. “We’re the number one
team and we want to stay with that.
We don’t want anyone to come close
to us. If we come out ready to play, and
I think we will, we’ll blow right
through the tournament.”
Union Catholic   2   8 12 13 35
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 10   8 15 47

Franzone and Feeley Selected
As CNJ Football Captains

Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football players Joe
Franzone and Jim Feeley have been
selected to be the team captains of
The College of New Jersey Lions
football team next fall. Franzone and

Feeley will share the responsibilities
with Bob Schurtz (Absegami) and
Jeremy Julio (Long Branch).

The Lions finished with a 6-3 over-
all record and a 4-2 record in the New
Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC).

This season, Franzone, a junior tight
end, saw time under center as well for
the Lions and was 2-for-3 with 33
yards and one TD pass. In his primary
role as tight end, Franzone had 24

catches for 265 yards while having
reeled in four touchdown passes.
Franzone was recognized by the NJAC
with a spot on the 2002 All-Star Sec-
ond Team at tight end. Feeley, who
also was a New Jersey Region 3 heavy-

weight wrestling champion in 1999
and state qualifyer in high school,
was the Lions’ offensive center.

Former SP-F Raider Scott Pater-
son, a junior, and senior Chet King
( M o u n t a i n s i d e / G o v e r n o r
Livingston) have been playing in
the linebacker position for the Li-
ons. King recorded a career-best 35
tackles with 16 coming for a loss (-
84 yards). Another 10 were sacks
for - 63 yards. King was ranked fifth
in the NJAC in tackles for a loss
with 1.61 per game, while his 1.11
sacks per game average was third
best in the NJAC. King earned a
spot on the All-Star Second Team
(DL).

Sophomore linebacker Nick
Tranchina, son of Westfield High
School Athletic Director and Head
Football Coach Ed Tranchina, was
presented with the Coach Hank
Johns Award. The annual award is
presented to the TCNJ football
player, whom the coaching staff
feels has worked hard and im-
proved the most to make himself

and the team better throughout the
course of the season. A nine-game
performer, Tranchina recorded nine
tackles over the course of the season,
but demonstrated considerable im-
provement and dedication this past
season to earn the honor.

Union County Girls
Basketball Results:

UC TOURNAMENT SEEDINGS:
  1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
  2. Union
  3. Elizabeth
  4. Union Catholic (UC)
  5. Oak Knoll
  6. Rahway (Ra)
  7. Roselle Catholic (RC)
  8. Dayton

PRELIMINARIES:
FEBRUARY 15:

Governor Livingston 40, Cranford
29

Margy Goodspeed put in 12 points
and pulled down seven rebounds for
the 17th-seeded Highlanders and
Meagan Butler sank 10. Peggy Lallis
netted eight points.
Gov. Liv. (6-12) 11 13   2 14 40
Cranford (7-13)   5   5   8 11 29

Hillside 46, Westfield 34
Blue Devil Cari Rock led all scor-

ers with 20 points. Hassanah Oliver
sank 13 points for the 12-7 Comets.
See story.
Westfield (2-14)   3 17   6   8 34
Hillsode   7 13 12 14 46

Highlanders Slip Past
St. Mary’s Hoopmen
The 11-4 Governor Livingston

High School boys basketball team
scored big in the final quarter to slip
past St. Mary’s of Elizabeth, 54-49, in
Berkeley Heights on February 11.
Down, 35-32, Doug Caruso hit eight
of his 23 points in the fourth quarter
as the Highlanders scooted to a 22-14
run. Tajuan Bonds sank 17 for St.
Mary’s.
St. Mary’s 11 14 10 14 49
Gov. Livingston 10   9 13 22 54

Comet Cagers Clip
Raider Boys, 69-55

The Hillside High School boys
basketball team scored big in the
fourth quarter to insure a 69-55 vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
February 10 in Scotch Plains. Lance
Thomas, who hit 8-for-10 from the
line, and Mike Walker each totaled
14 points for the 4-15 Raiders.

Charles Coles sank 17 points and
Jamil Coleman scored 15 for the
Comets. Lakim Lockery banged in
10 points, Sean Fuller nailed eight
and Rob Maroney added five for the
Raiders.
Hillside 15 21 12 21 69
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 11 16 16 12 55

Lady Highlanders Nip
Ram Cagers, 48-44
The Governor Livingston High

School girls basketball team nipped
Roselle, 48-44, on February 13 in
Berkeley Heights. Senior guard Margy
Goodspeed was operating on all cyl-
inders as she fired in a career-high 29
points for the 5-12 Highlanders.

Goodspeed did nearly all of the
Highlanders’ first-half scoring as she
bucketed 19 of the 22 points.
Kathleen Dreitlein netted six points
and Meagan Butler scored five.
Roselle   3 12 13 16 44
Gov. Livingston   7 15 12 14 48

Viking Cagers Maul
Mustang Boys, 63-46

The Union Catholic High School
boys basketball team hit the mark in
the second and fourth quarters to sub-
due the Manville Mustangs, 63-46,
in Scotch Plains on February 11.
Darhel Mays bucketed 19 points and
grabbed 16 rebounds for the 7-10
Vikings and Ed Gryzeski sank 17
points for the 12-7 Mustangs.

Mays made six of his points in the
second quarter when the Vikings
zipped to a 22-9 run. Senior Joey
Azydzik banged in 13 points and
pulled 12 rebounds while Pete Kowal
scored 12 points for Union Catholic.
Manville 12   9 16   9 46
Union Catholic   8 22 16 17 63

High School Girls
Basketball Results:

FEBRUARY 10:
Union 44, Plainfield 35

Monique Blake sank 22 points for
the 15-4 Farmers. Carolina Garcia led
the 7-9 Cardinals with 14 points.
Plainfield   4 11 11   9 35
Union 14   5 10 15 44

FEBRUARY 11:
Union 48, Randolph 45

Danielle Babbitt scored 13 points
and grabbed 15 rebounds for the Farm-
ers.
Randolph (5-12) 11 10 13 11 45
Union 11 11 17   9 48

FEBRUARY 13:
Union Catholic 43, North Plainfield
27

Lauren Huber rolled in 16 points,
Ashley Whittemore nailed 11 and Ali
Farawell hit six points for the 13-8
Vikings.
N. Plainfield (7-11)   2   7   8 10 27
Union Catholic 15 10   6 12 43

Past files of The Leader and The Times
CNJ TEAM CAPTAIN...Raider Jim Feeley
will be a captain on the CNJ football team.

David B. Corbin (past files) of The Westfield Leader and The Times
CNJ TEAM CAPTAIN…Raider Joe Franzone, No. 5, has been selected to be a
team captain of the College of New Jersey football team.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FORCE FACING FORCE… Viking junior center Lauren Huber, left, who rolled
in 14-points, and Raider sophomore center Hillary Klimowicz, right, who fired in
20-points square off during their game in Scotch Plains on February 11.
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Blue Devil Ice Boys Qualify
For Hockey Division Playoffs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Raider Wrestlers Submerge
BridgeH2O Panthers, 57-18

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Silber managed to escape and add a
takedown before the period ended.
After adding a reversal, Silber pried
Rothman to his back with a power
half nelson in 3:48.

“He was a tough guy. I was really
scared for a moment, seeing Andrew
on his back,” said Scholz. “He really
hurt his back in practice. For him to
fight his way off his back and get a
pin, it was a nice win. That’s what
makes a champion.”

The match began at 103-lbs where
Raider Matt Fleissner received a for-
feit. The Panthers won via fall at 112-
lbs but Raider Quashon Brooks scored
a takedown in overtime to notch a 5-
3 victory over Jeff Ruggini at 119-lbs
to give the Raiders a 9-6 lead.

No one challenged Raider Steve
Mineo at 125-lbs and Anthony
Ferrante gave the Raiders an 18-6
lead with an, 8-6, overtime decision
over Ben Conkin at 130-lbs. Raider
Eric Connolly followed by recording
a takedown and a nearfall before pin-
ning Chris Nattoli in 2:47 with an arm
bar, half nelson.

After Sprague’s victory at 140-lbs
gave the Raiders their fifth-straight
victory, Panther Matt Flood earned a
pin at the buzzer to end the second
period at 145-lbs. Raider Yoav Nudell

at 152-lbs amassed four takedowns,
three escapes, a penalty point and a
three-point nearfall before settling
Tony D’Ovidio with a throw in 5:46.

Andrew Johnson gave the Panthers
their final win with a fall over Tom
Gorian in 1:20 at 160-lbs. At 189-lbs,
Raider Marc Fabiano recorded a
takedown and an escape before
grounding Dan Gaffney with a body
press and a half nelson in 3:47.

“The boys came out wild! Every-
one who was expected to win did,”
exclaimed Scholz. “It was fantastic!”

The Raiders will travel to
Piscataway tomorrow at 7 p.m. for
their final regular-season match.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
103: — Matt Fleissner (S) won forfeit
112: — Dan Boemio (B) p. Sal Cerchio,
4:54
119: — Brooks (S) d. Ruggini, 5-3
125: — Steve Mineo (S) won forfeit
130: — Ferrante (S) d. Conkin, 8-6, OT
135: — Connolly (S) p. Nattoli, 2:47
140: — Sprague (S) p. Sims, :46
145: — Matt Flood (B) p. Pedro Coyt,
4:00
152: — Nudell (S) p. D’Ovidio, 5:46
160: — Andrew Johnson (B) p. Tom
Gorian, 1:20
171: — Silber (S) p Rothman, 3:48
189: — Fabiano (S) p. Gaffney, 3:47
215: — Klushnichenko (S) d. DiBlasio,
5-0
Hwt: — Loomis (S) p. Kane, :45

played solidly, saving every shot on
goal and earning his first shutout of
the year. The Blue Devils out-shot the
Crusaders, 60-8.

The 1-1 tie against the Nutley Raid-
ers was a crucial game because, in
order to make the division playoffs,
the Blue Devils needed to have tied
or won.

Shorthanded by a couple of key
players, the Blue Devils put in a lot of
extra effort in order to secure them-
selves the well-deserved opportunity
to play in the playoffs. Davis scored
a second period goal for the Blue
Devils, unassisted. Nutley scored in

the third period on a power play when
Westfield had two men in the penalty
box. Finne saved 17 out of 18 shots
on goal throughout the game.

Doherty, quite pleased with the
players, said, “Even though the score
came out tied, we played really well,
especially considering the fact that
we were extremely shorthanded. I’m
very proud of the effort put in by the
kids that played.”

The Blue Devils played Nutley in
the previous week with their full
lineup and lost, 3-1.

“Friday’s game was one of the big-
gest this season. We all played with a
lot of intensity,” said Giresi. “We
needed to at least tie, and we did it.
Westfield 2 0 5 7
A. L. Johnson 0 0 0 0

Westfield 0 1 0 1
Nutley 0 0 1 1

Union County High School
Varsity Wrestling Results:

FEBRUARY 11:
BOUND BROOK 52, GOVERNOR
LIVINGSTON 24

KEY BOUTS:
130: — Dave Shubick (B) d. Craig
DeStefano, 11-5
135: — Andrew Flanagan (B) md. Tim
Vanderveer, 13-5
140: — Mike Fullowan (GL) p. Steve
Bradley, 2:17
Hwt: — Shawn Coughlin (GL) p. Rich
Perry, 1:18

SOUTH RIVER 40, NEW PROVIDENCE 24

KEY BOUTS:
112: — Ross Baldwin (NP) d. Kevin
Pereria, 6-3
119: — Jon Reedy (NP) p. Dan
Fulmacado, 4:47
125: — Elvin Medina (S) p. Nick
Dowling, 3:54
189: — Shane Mallory (NP) p. Paul
Stewart, 2:11

FEBRUARY 12:
ROSELLE PARK 57, NEW PROVIDENCE 9

KEY BOUTS:
103: — Kevin Blatt (RP) d. Adel Afzal,
7-5
112: — Ross Baldwin (NP) tf. Vin
Bunasisa, 15-0
119: — Troy MacDermant (RP) d. Jon
Reedy, 3-2
125: — John Gura (RP) p. Nick Dowling,
3:08
189: — Shane Mallory (NP) md. Jason
McCrady, 17-5

RAHWAY 63, RIDGE 9

KEY BOUTS:
103: — Darian Caldwell (R) p. Even
Kahn, 1:30
112: — Ed McCray (R) p.  Bommier,
2:33
119: — Ryne Ludington (R) p. Chris
Boehm, 1:45
140: — Alexis Nicasio (R) p. Don Huff,
3:22
152: — Sean Horton (R) tf. Andrew
Wass, 16-0
171: — Mike Rodriguez (R) p. Harry
Kohl, :32

FEBRUARY 15:
New Providence 63, Chatham 12

KEY BOUTS:
103: — Adel Aszal (NP) p. Geoff
Cameron, :22
112: — Ross Baldwin (NP) p. Alex
Maurer, 1:10
119: — Jon Reedy (NP) p. George
Traver, 1:25
125: — Nick Dowling (NP) d. Sal
Maninno, 9-3
152: — Dan Fellinger (NP) d. John
Lutke, 2-1

Rahway 45, North Plainfield 27

KEY BOUTS:
103: — Darrian Caldwell (R) p. Mike
Sarfati, 1:36
112: — Ed McCray (R) p. Emmanuel
Ramos, 2:12
119: — Ryne Ludington (R) p. Dave
Phimsipason, 1:35
135: — Carlos Nicasio (R) d. Andrew
Guild, 7-6
145: — Alex Nicasio (R) d. Tom Heteji,
10-4
171: — Mike Rodriguez (R) p. Ryan
Strasko, 1:39

Brearley 69, Manville 12

KEY BOUTS:
140: — Joe Rodriguez (B) p. Greg
Fabian, 1:07
152: — Ryan McMenamin (B) d. Jason
Lebedz, 8-3
171: — Joe Kahoonie (B) p. Ed Ferraro,
1:02
Hwt: — Mike Rothery (B) p. Kyle
Galasso, 1:27

North 2, Group 3 Girls
Basketball Seedings:
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team has re-
ceived the second seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2 Group 3 Tourna-
ment that begins on Monday, March
3. The Raiders will play the winner of
10th-seeded Millburn and seventh-
seeded Morris Hills on Wednesday,
March 5.

NORTH 2 GROUP 3 SEEDINGS:
9. Warren Hills at 8. Morris Knolls;
winner at 1. Parsippany Hills.
5. Orange at 4. Shabazz,
11. Mount Olive at 6. Mendham; win-
ner at 3. Jefferson
10. Millburn at 7. Morris Hills; winner
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood

WHS Ice Hockey Assoc.
Sets Planning Meeting
The Westfield High School Ice

Hockey Association (WHSIHA) will
hold a meeting to discuss off-season
plans and next season on Monday,
February 24 at 8 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building on Broad Street.

The parents of all boys and girls
who will be Westfield High School
students next year are invited to at-
tend. For information on the
WHSIHA, please contact Ray Luck,
Jr., President of the WHSIHA at (908)
654-4873.

Please note the meeting is subject
to change if the Westfield Hockey
team has a tournament game that
evening. Any questions to verify
please call Tom Madaras during the
day at (800) 526-4469, extension
4727 or in the evening at (908) 232-
1189.

Anthony Blasi Makes
Academic-All MAC
Anthony L. Blasi, a sophomore

at Fairleigh Dickinson University-
College at Florham Park, has made
Academic-All Middle Atlantic
Conference for football. He has been
their punter for two years. Blasi had
a 3.6 G.P.A. this fall semester and
has made the Dean’s list for all three
semesters.

High School Boys
Basketball Results:

FEBRUARY 10:
Elizabeth 91, Kearny 74

Defense played a very little role in
this gunfest as Larry Leverett led the
13-5 Minutemen with 24 points and
Hugh MacDonald led the 3-16
Kardinals with 31 points.
Elizabeth 21 25 24 21 91
Kearny 15 18 19 22 74

FEBRUARY 11:
Union 65, Plainfield 61

Greg Malval fired in 20 points for
the 12-7 Farmers and LeMar Clary
sank 13 for the 8-11 Cardinals.
Union 11 13 15 13 13 65
Plainfield 14 10 16 12   9 61

FEBRUARY 13:
Roselle 52, Governor Livingston
40

John Tully sank 10 points and Doug
Caruso scored seven against the No.
16 Rams.
Gov. Liv. (11-5)   6 11   8 15 40
Roselle (15-2) 17 11 14 10 52

Technology 42, Union Catholic 36
Darhel Mays bucketed 14 points

for the Vikings.
Union Cath. (7-11)   6 11 10   9 36
Technology (5-13)   8 11 16   7 42

Union County Boys
Basketball Results:

SEEDINGS:
  1. St. Patrick’s
  2. Linden
  3. Elizabeth
  4. Roselle
  5. Rahway
  6. Union
  7. Summit
  8. Hillside
  9. Plainfield
10. Cranford
11. Governor Livingston (GL)

PRELIMINARIES:
FEBRUARY 15:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) 63,
Brearley 35 (See small story)

Roselle Catholic (RC) 54, Dayton 32
David Cherry scored 14 points for

the 8-10 Lions and Mike Nittolo put
in 13 for the 3-13 Bulldogs.
Jonathan Dayton 10   5 13   4 32
Roselle Catholic 10 13 18 13 54

Johnson 59, New Providence (NP) 51
E. J. Kramer had 12 rebounds, seven

steals and 12 points, while Shaun
Griffin netted 17 points for the 10-8
Crusaders. Joe Kretschmer led the 6-
13 Pioneers with 12 points.
New Providence 15 13   8 15 51
A. L. Johnson 14 11 11 23 59

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSIDERING A REVERSE CRADLE…Raider Marc Fabiano, top, considers
inflicting a form of reverse cradle on 189-lb Panther Dan Gaffney but later pins
him with a conventional half nelson in 3:47.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLASTING DIBLASIO…Raider Eugene Klushnichenko, top, works over Pan-
ther Devin DiBlasio and wins his 215-lb bout, 5-0.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800.353.9949
Global Relocation Services 877.384.0033
Previews International Estates Division 800.575.0952

Denotes Open House

Some people think just 
any real estate company will do.

Others expect more.

J.D. Power and Associates 2001
Home Buyer/Seller Satisfaction StudySM.
Study based on responses from 3,252 
home buyers and sellers. Study conducted
for Cendant Corporation by J.D. Power 
and Associates.

Awarded "Highest Overall Satisfaction With
One-Stop-Shopping Services For Home Buyers
Among National Full Service Real Estate
Firms" by J.D. Power and Associates.

Westfield        209 Central Avenue        908.233.555

©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

��������� 	
�����

Custom ranch.  4 bdrms, 3 full bths, formal din rm, fabulous master
bdrm & bth, huge fam rm opens to patio & wooded grounds.
�������

������������� 	������

New construction.  Hurry there’s still time to make selections.  6
bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, family room with fireplace.
�������

��������� 	������

Spacious, charming 3 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial on beautiful park-
like property.  Large country kitchen with breakfast room.
�������

��������� 	������

Move-in condition 4 bedroom cape.  Large kitchen with breakfast
island, family room, 2.1 baths, den, rec room.  �������

��������� 	�������

Picturesque Highland Avenue Tudor.  4/5 bedrooms, custom cherry
kitchen opens to spacious family room, 1st floor master bdrm.
�������

������� 	������

Mint condition 3 bedroom split.  24’ family room, remodeled eat-
in kitchen.  Walk to town, trans, park.  ������


 908.233.5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
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Scotch Plains                                                                $499,900
OPPORTUNITY! Don’t miss this opportunity to live in the “Parkwood” section of Scotch 
Plains. “Original owner” Ranch is set on a beautifully wooded one-half acre lot with 
plenty of privacy. Some of the features include four large Bedrooms, two full Baths, a 
fireplace and hardwood floors throughout.

 908/232-5664Contact the Westfield Office at
    

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Scotch Plains                         $679,000
PRISTINE CONDITION! Meticulously maintained Center Hall Colonial features formal 
Living Room, formal Dining Room, four generous Bedrooms, Family Room with 
fireplace, two and one-half baths, beautifully finished Basement, two-car garage, set on 
.94 acre. Don’t wait, call for a personal showing!

 Contact the Westfield Office at 908/232-5664
    

Westfield Office  •  209 Central Avenue   •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield $1,050,000
Very special 1930 fieldstone Colonial with a secluded country feeling on .55 acre in
Brightwood. Expansive first floor includes 27’ designer Kitchen adjacent to Family Room
addition, Formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, Den with fireplace, Pow-
der Room, and Mudroom. Take the front or back stairs to five Bedrooms and two Full
Baths including romantic Master Bedroom with fireplace. Rec Room in Basement with
gas fireplace. Brimming with vintage architectural details, thoughtfully preserved and
appropriately updated. Large private backyard with patio. (WSF1129)

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1998-2001
Direct: (908) 301-2006   Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com

F-SPY ‘A’ Gymnasts Host
Madison, S. Bruns., Montclair
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains

YMCA (F-SPY) A Division gymnas-
tics team hosted Madison Y, South
Brunswick Y and Montclair Y on
February 8. F-SPY gymnasts earned
awards in every event.

In Level 8 competition, Lindsay
Robinson (12U) placed first in the
All-Around, first on vault, second on
balance beam and third on uneven
bars and floor exercise. Gina Pelosi
(12U) earned first on unevens, sec-
ond on vault and third on beam.

In age 13-14 Jenna Skoller took
first on the unevens and third on
vault. Laurel Devlin placed third on
the floor and Allegra Kenwell took
first in All-Around and floor.

In the 15+ group, Kate Breuninger
captured second place All Around
while earning third on unevens and
beam. Jessica Sussman took second
on vault and floor. Tayler Montana
took first on unevens.

In level 9, Katie Zaleski grabbed
first All-Around and second on
unevens and beam. Rachel Skolnick
seized first on vault and beam.

Level 8 gymnasts who have al-
ready earned qualifying scores for
the Regional and National champi-
onship meets are: Robinson,
Breuninger, Kenwell and Montagna.
Skolnick and Zaleski have earned
qualifying scores for the Regional
and National Championship meets.

F-SPY will host a B/C Division
meet this Saturday, February 22.

CHECKING RESULTS…Coach Tracy Crane reviews results with FSPY swim-
mers.

FSPY ‘B’ Swim Girls Tie
Metuchen/Edison Girls

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
girls B team tied for second place in a
meet against the Metuchen/Edison
and Red Bank Ys on January 18.

In the Individual Medley, 9-10
Kirsten Carbone took second with a
time of 1.34:73; Gabrielle Titone
swam well. (11-12) Julie Disch and
Allison Haggan placed third and
fourth, and Judy Fitzpatrick and
Amanda Gianni also swam well.

In freestyle, Hannah Greaney and
Melissa Whittaker (8Us) took first
and fourth, respectively. Elizabeth
Finnerty and Caroline Ross swam
well. (9-10) Julia Ross took third with
a personal best time of 35.81. Nicole
Buzzanca had a good swim. (11-12)
Bianca Pacheco touched second with
a time of 30.45; Melissa Desnoyers,
Cheryl Monteiro and Katie Gartner
swam well. (13-18s) Jillian Hobson,
Carol Monteiro and Hayley
Middleton had good efforts.

In breaststroke, (8U) Emma
Cavaliere finished fourth and Molly
O’Halloran swam well. (9-10) Ross
took third. (11-12) Emily O’Halloran

finished third and (13-18) Danielle
Zoller swam well.

In backstroke, (8U) Greaney took
second with a time of 24.33; Ellen
Tomljanovic (9-10) touched fourth.
(11-12) Lindsay Hauptman finished
third and Kim Kleisch, Haggan, Kim
Many and Elizabeth Peach swam well.

In butterfly, (8U) Cavaliere finished
first with a time of 23.07. Finnerty swam
well. (9-10) Tomljanovic and Carbone
took second and fourth. (11-12s)
Pacheco and Disch touched 1-2 and
Melissa Fitzgibbons swam well. (13-
18) Zoller took fourth in the 100-yard
fly, in which Jillian Hobson swam well.

In the freestyle relays, (8Us)
Greaney, Whittaker, Molly
O’Halloran and Cavaliere took sec-
ond while (9-10s) Carbone,
Tomljanovic, Buzzanca and Ross
took third. (11-12s) Disch, Emily
O’Halloran, Haggan and Pacheco, and
Many, Peach, Kleisch and Hauptman
finished second and fourth, respec-
tively. (13-18s) Hobson, Middleton,
Monteiro and Zoller touched third.

Kent Place to Hold
Panel Discussion

On Collegiate Athletics
SUMMIT – The Kent Place School

Boosters will present a panel discus-
sion entitled “Collegiate Athletics:
What Are The Opportunities? Are You
Prepared?” The discussion to be held
on Tuesday, March 4 from 7-9 p.m. at
Hauser Hall, Primary School Building
at Kent Place School located at 42
Norwood Avenue in Summit, is open to
the public and admission is free.

This event is highly recommended
to any female student-athlete who
thinks she may want to compete in
athletics at the college level. Middle
and high school students, and their
parents, will benefit from hearing the
information the coaches will share.

Topics of discussion will include but
not be limited to: the difference in levels
of play (D1 or other); scholarships; the
role of athletics in the admissions pro-
cess; NCAA rules; club vs. high school
teams; expectations of athletes once
admitted; training in the off-season;
qualities of college athletes; balancing
academics and athletics.

This year’s panel will include women’s
coaches and collegiate athletes from
Amherst College, Bucknell University,
Columbia University and Stevens
Tech. For more information, please call
Deb Malmgren, Kent Place School,
Athletic Director at (908) 273-0900 ex-
tension no. 228

Camie Delaney
Listing Agent for January

Beth Maloney
Sales Agent for January

Camie Delaney of Mountainside, a
Broker / Associate / Assistant Manager
of the Burgdorff Realtors ERA Westfeld
office, has been named the Listing Agent
of the Month for January with a dollar
volume amounting to over $2.1 Million.
Camie is a member of Burgdorff ERA
President’s Club for excellence in sales
and has been a member of the NJAR
Million Dollar Club for over 10 years and
has been in real estate for over 15 years.
She serves as a member of the Greater
Union County Board of Realtors.
Congratulations, Camie.

Beth Maloney, Sales Associate of the
Westfield office of Burgdorff ERA,
Realtors, has been honored as Sales
Agent of the Month for January 2003
with 4.5 units sold and a dollar volume
over $1.5 Million.  Beth continually puts
her clients’ needs first, answering every
challenge with the utmost professional
care.  Beth can be reached on her direct
line at 233-8321 or email her at: Beth-
Maloney@burgdorff.com.

Westfield Office  •  600 North Avenue, W.  •  (908) 233-0065

ASA Umpires to Hold
Umpire Training

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation in
cooperation with the Greater Union
County ASA Umpires Association will
conduct its annual umpire training
program beginning February 24.

The training will be held at the
Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth. The course is open
to all adults 18 and over interested in
the game of softball. The cost of the
course is $100 and includes all train-
ing material.

To obtain any further information,
please call the Union County ASA
office at (908) 232-7042 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4904

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES…Raider Head Basketball Coach Brian Homm
presents senior Lindsay Pennella a bouquet of flowers on behalf of all Scotch
Plains-Fanwood basketball fans. The outstanding forward, playing her last
regular-season home game, was honored for her leadership and accomplishments.
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The Westfield Basketball Associa-
tion (WBA) 7th grade girls travel bas-
ketball team captured the Tri-County
Basketball League regular season title
on February 8 by beating host East
Hanover, 48-40, improving its overall
record to 17-1. East Hanover was unde-
feated in the northern division and
Westfield was unbeaten in the southern
division.

The Blue Devils fell behind, 8-0,
however; by the end of the first quarter,
Westfield took the lead, 13-9, as the
defense tightened. Stephanie Slodyczka,
who finished with 15 rebounds, led the
charge with six of her 12 points. Erin
Miller knocked in a 3-pointer and had
five first-quarter points. Rose Driscoll
had the other two points off a steal.

Westfield led 25-14 when the East
Hanover guard threw in a desperation
shot from long range to beat the buzzer
and give the home team life making it
25-17 at halftime. Not fazed, Westfield
outscored East Hanover 9-7 in the third

quarter.
With time running out, East Hanover

made it close, scoring the game’s last six
points. Miller finished with 20 points.
Driscoll played well defensively and
also had four points and six assists.
Gabrielle O’Leary sank 3-of-4 foul
shots. Alli Macdonald contained East
Hanover’s top scorer while netting three
points and pulling down 12 rebounds.
Claire Bennett had two points, six steals
and 10 rebounds. Krissy Wendel had
nine rebounds, two points and three
steals. Danielle Infantino had eight re-
bounds, four steals and three assists,
and along with Allison Oberlander,
helped spearhead the pressing defense.

St. Helen’s Hoops Girls Win
Middlesex Conference Title

The St. Helen’s of Westfield 7/8-grade
girls basketball team won the Middlesex
Conference regular season championship
by beating Mary Mother of God of
Hillsborough, 56-33, boosting its record
to 29-4. The top-two teams from Middlesex
will playoff against the top-two teams of
the Somerset Conference.

St. Helen’s led 25-18 at halftime with
Breanne Defalco nailing 10 of her 12
points in the half. Defalco finished the
game with a team-high, 20 rebounds.
Kathryn Ruhno netted a game-high 20
points – 13 in the second half. Erin Miller
and Stephanie Slodyczka sank eight points
each. Casey el Kourey, Danielle Infantino,
Allison Oberlander, Rose Driscoll, Krissy
Wendel and Gabrielle O’Leary all scored

two points each. Claire Bennett had 12
rebounds.

St. Helen’s broke the game open with a
strong second half outscoring
Hillsborough, 31-15. The win put St.
Helen’s conference record at 9-0 and
dropped Hillsborough to 7-2.

On February 9, St Helen’s defeated
OLP of New Providence. Ruhno led the
way with 16 points. Miller bucketed nine
points, hitting three 3-pointers. Slodyczka
had eight points and 15 rebounds. Bennett
had eight points, 12 rebounds and seven
steals. O’Leary and el Kourey had seven
points each. Infantino had four points while
Driscoll had two points and four assists.
Elizabeth Harbaugh had six rebounds and
three blocked shots.

U13 Soccer Lightning Strikes
At Heartbreak Tournament
The Lightning U13 girls’ soccer

team was divided into two squads
for the Heartbreak Tournament at
Scotch Plains High School on Feb-
ruary 9. The Lightning White squad
took three, one-goal leads only to
have the Blue team battle back for a
3-3 tie.

The White team coached by Ber-
nard Glover was comprised of Katie
Cornacchia, Angelica Glover, Cathy
Harley, Rachel Kreyer, Jaclyn
Lazarus, Joanna Naugle, Alyssa
Straniero and Maria-Pia Rivero.

The Blue Team, coached by Luis
Rodriguez, contained Brittany
Biondi, Nina Brownstone, Javonni
Costello, Cheryl Monteiro, Jessica
Nagourney, Rachel Parker, Heather
Rodriguez and Kristen Thompson

“It was fun seeing the girls playing
each other. It was very competitive
and serious,” said Luis Rodriguez.
“Both teams wanted to win. The score
could not be better. I loved it.”

Angelica Glover twice put the
White team ahead only to be coun-
tered by Heather Rodriguez, who
deftly took a crossing pass out of the
air with a minute left to score the final
goal. The tie stopped the White team
from clinching first place in the five-
team round robin.

Naugle scored first for the White
and Costello nailed the equalizer.
Glover netted a 20-yard shot before
Rodriguez countered on a rebound.
Glover scored again with a bullet
from 10 yards away. A minute later
goalie Rachel Parker made a great
save on a hard shot by Straniero to
keep it a one-goal game and set up
Rodriguez’ heroics.

Each team had easily won its first
two games to set up the round three,
Blue/White showdown. The Blue
team easily won its final game against
Middlesex while the White team was
jolted by Colonia, 5-2, dropping to
third place with a 2-1-1 record.

WBA 7th Grade Girls Grab
Tri-County Basketball Title

WESTFIELD
This dazzling 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath Colonial
w/ contemporary flare, rests in a secluded
neighborhood.  Hardwood flrs, expansive
windows, & crown molding create a
stunning mix of clean lines and traditional
details.  Favorite settings include a family
rm, living rm & modern eat-in kitchen.  The
dining rm, finished basmt, 2nd floor laundry
rm, wonderful yard and new master suite
& office add to this sumptuous residence.
Presented for: $769,900.

SCOTCH PLAINS
This sleek and airy 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath
Ranch illustrates the ultimate in one floor
living.  An open floor plan with bleached
hardwood floors, cathedral ceilings and
expansive windows craft a light-hearted
interior.  A center foyer opens to a living
rm, dining rm, kit w/ breakfast rm & all
bedrooms.  A sunken family rm w/ stone
frplc, 1st floor laundry / mud rm, mstr
bdrm, w/ bth, finished basement &
sprawling yard enhance this home.
Presented for: $589,900.  (Open this
Sunday: 1:00-4:00)

Westfield Office  •  600 North Avenue W.  •  (908) 233-0065

For appointment call:

�����������

Sales Associate

908-232-6451, Evenings
908-518-5287, Direct Dial

Invite us in...

we’ll bring results.

weichert.com

Congratulations!

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 908-654-7777 /185 Elm Street / Westfield, NJ 07090
Monthly payments are for 30-year conventional fixed rate mortgages as detailed below.  Ask about: Lower Downpayments • Lower Monthly Payments • Other Options
For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.625% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.958%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $575.66.  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly
payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.75% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.043%. An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2917.86. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condo-
minium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of January 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in
DE, MD, VA, D.C.   Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        FOR YOUR BENEFIT, CONSIDER A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE. • CALL 1-800-301-3000 TODAY!

Call Click the NEW weichert.com Mortgage 800-829-2274Your Local Office

BUY FOR $2,169 BUY FOR $3,451 BUY FOR $2,047

BUY FOR $3,428 BUY FOR $1,907 BUY FOR $3,661

COLONIAL
Westfield- Updated on quiet tree
lined Street.  4BR, 2 1/2 BTH,
porch, deck, finished BSMT, H/W
FLRS, fireplace in LR.  $465,000
(WSF052008629)

CLASSIC
Westfield- 5 BR, 2 1/2 BTH, Col
BLT. 1908, Xtra Wide Lot.  Near
Town & Trans. $740,000
(WSF052008627)

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Westfield- For the spring- Franklin
School Area.  4 BR, 2.5 BTH, FR w/
FPL, 2 zone Heating, CAC, 2 car
garage.  $849,900 (WSF052008625)

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED
Westfield- 3 BRM, 2 BTH, multi
level home w/ newer KIT, HWD
FLS, FR, Fin Basement & more.
$439,000 (WSF052008594)

SCOTCH PLAINS
Scotch Plains- Distinctive 9 Rm.
Cen. Hall Col.  Impeccable
Condition on Over 1/2 Acre Cul-
De-Sac Property.  $735,000
(WSF052008332)

SPARKLING COLONIAL
Mountainside- Beautifully
Landscaped Priv. lot.  Kit w/ cherry
cabs., FDR, Gracious LR, 2 Car
Det Gar. A must see!  $409,000
(WSF052008563)

DISTINCTIVE
Scotch Plains- Unsurpassed
custom Ranch w/ exquisite
amenities throughout including
great rm w/ teak flooring & 72 ft
marble gallery nestled on nearly an
acre.  $785,000 (WSF052008302)

HOLLY COHEN
Top Producer- Month of January
Broker / Sales Representative
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Silver Level- 2000
Weichert Million Dollar Sales / Marketed Club
Weichert President’s Club

LINDA MAYKISH-WEIMER
Top Lister- Month of January
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Silver Level- 2000, Bronze Level- 2001
Weichert Million Dollar Sales Club
Weichert Million Dollar Marketed Club

PREMIER WESTFIELD PROPERTY 

  Coldwell Banker 
(908) 301-2007—Direct 
(908) 233-8780 Fax 
www.Coldwellbankermoves.com 

Bus. (908) 233-5555       
209 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090      

 John Aslanian 
Positively Different 
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield $629,900
Enchanting English Colonial with charming vintage details and a gracious
floor plan, including: first floor Family Room, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, beautiful Living Room with gas fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Full and
two Half Baths, Rec Room in Basement. Tree-lined street walking distance
to all schools, town, transportation.  (WSF1133)

Scotch Plains $665,000
Airy and bright, this newer Colonial is located in the Berwyck Chase section
of Scotch Plains. Formal Living Room and Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen
open to Family Room with gas fireplace, first floor Laundry/Mudroom, 4
Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, including amazing Master Suite, 2-car attached
garage. Large deck overlooking professionally landscaped yard.  (WSF1093)

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award '93-'02
Direct Dial: (908) 301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Michael C. Buccola
 Realtor/Broker

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.com

COMMUTERS DREAM.  New colonial with a touch of Victorian
elegance conveniently located to downtown shopping and train.  This
home features approximately 3,000 square feet of living space, large
living room, formal dining room, family room with fireplace, master
suite with sitting room.  Amenities include 9’ ceilings and hardwood
floors on first floor, master bath with raised platform whirlpool tub,
two-zone heat and air conditioning, paved driveway with Belgian
block curbing and more.  $679,900.

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA

Service

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD
SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Two colonials to be built on cul de sac from $899,900
New street with 14 homes to be bulit from $629,900
New colonial with third floor aupaire suite $829,900
Elegant 5,700 +- sq. ft. home on 2 acre lot  $1,449,900
New cul de sac with six home sites from $699,900
New street with eight new colonials from $459,900

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MARCH 6, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the
following appeal:

Thomas Straniero for the renewal of
a Temporary Operating Permit to allow
the operation of an office for account-
ing, telephone answering, etc. in con-
nection with a landscaping business at
the property located at 1749 Ramapo
Way (Block 11801, Lot 17), Scotch
Plains. Permission, if granted, is pursu-
ant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance allowing for temporary per-
mission.

Einhorn’s Florist for a renewal of its
Temporary Operating Permit to allow the
outdoor display of seasonal items at the
property located at 2015 Westfield
Avenue (Block 2103, Lot 10), Scotch
Plains, for a period of one (1) year.
Permission, if granted, is pursuant to
Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning Ordi-
nance.

Eastern Marble and Granite Supply
Co., Inc. for a renewal of the Tempo-
rary Operating Permit that currently al-
lows the placement of a maximum of
two (2) storage containers in the rear of
the property located at 2353 Beryllium
Road (Block 6901, Lot 23), Scotch
Plains. Permission, if granted, is pursu-
ant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance allowing for temporary per-
mission.

William Esposito for the renewal of a
Temporary Operating Permit to allow the
operation of an office for accounting,
telephone answering, etc. in connec-
tion with a tree service business at the
property located at 2219 Evergreen
Avenue (Block 3201, Lot 65), Scotch
Plains. Permission, if granted, is pursu-
ant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance allowing for temporary per-
mission.

Ira Kraemer for the renewal of a
Temporary Operating Permit to continue
to operate a business for the repair, sale
and storage of stringed instruments and
parts associated therewith at the prop-
erty located at 467 Grant Avenue
(Block 502, Lots 20 and 21), Scotch
Plains. Permission, if granted, is pursu-
ant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance allowing for temporary per-
mission.

Eula Andrews for a renewal of her
Temporary Operating Permit to continue
to house veterans under the U.S.
Veteran’s Administration at the pre-
mises located at 441 Hunter Avenue
(Block 503, Lot 22), Scotch Plains.
Renewal of permission, if granted, is
pursuant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zon-
ing Ordinance allowing for temporary
permission.

Eufemio and Sonia Yantin for two (2)
Variances to permit the construction of
a detached two-car garage at the prop-
erty located at 825 Everts Avenue
(Block 6303, Lot 12), Scotch Plains,
from the following sections of the Zon-
ing Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum
rear-yard setback for a secondary
building in excess of 200 square feet
is eight (8) feet; proposed: approxi-
mately six (6) inches; and

Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum
side-yard setback for a secondary
building in excess of 200 square feet
is eight (8) feet; proposed: approxi-
mately four (4) feet.

Joseph and Linda DeFiore for three
(3) Variances to permit the construction
of a single-family dwelling at the prop-
erty located at 536 Forest Road (Block
1401, Lot 23), Scotch Plains, from the
following section of the Zoning Ordi-
nance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph H, Col-
umn 4 whereby minimum lot width
required for the R-3A Zone is fifty (50)
feet; proposed: thirty-seven (37) feet;

Section 23-2.2a whereby “no struc-
ture shall be built within fifty (50) feet
of a stream bed...”; existing and pro-
posed: thirty-seven (37) feet; and

Section 23-4.2 whereby front-yard
setbacks “in residential zones where
the frontage on the same side of the
street is 50 percent or more devel-
oped shall be modified to the average
for such existing development”; pro-
posed: thirty (30) feet.

NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. for a Use
Variance and Waiver of Site Plan Ap-
proval to permit the installation of a
double-faced 14 foot by 48 foot by 55
foot high advertising sign on the prop-
erty located at 201 Union Avenue
(Block 1902, Lot 1), Scotch Plains,
from the following section of the Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3q, Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zone, whereby “all bill-
boards, signboards, advertising signs
or devices not expressly related to the
business being conducted on the pre-
mises” are prohibited.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 2/20/03, The Times Fee: $110.16

County Selects Grand Marshal
For St. Patrick’s Day Parade

John Langan

COUNTY — The 2003 Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Com-
mittee recently selected John
Langan as Grand Mar-
shal for this year’s pa-
rade, which will be held
on Saturday, March 15
at 1 p.m. in the Town-
ship of Union.

Born in East
Stroudsburg, Pa., more
than 65 years ago, Mr.
Langan’s family then
moved to Elizabeth,
where Mr. Langan
graduated from St.
Mary of the Assumption
High School. He mar-
ried his high school
sweetheart, Nancy, some forty-three
years ago, and they have raised four
lovely children together: John, Mary
Jean, Thomas and Elizabeth Ann.

After serving his country in the
U.S. Army in Korea from 1955 to
1957, Mr. Langan came back to New
Jersey and began his career as a su-
pervisor at the George W. Herlich
Detention Center. He then became a
Detective in the Union County
Sheriff ’s Department (Warrant
Squad), and was later recruited by

the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice to be Detective. He rose to the
rank of Captain of Detectives, where

he helped organize the
first Union County Ar-
son Task Force.

Mr. Langan was hon-
ored twice by the Union
County Prosecutor John
H. Stamler as Investiga-
tor of the Year. After 26
years of exemplary ser-
vice he retired in 1997.

Mr. Langan’s has been
honored in the recent
past by the Rahway An-
cient Organization of Hi-
bernians as Irishman of
the Year (2002);

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Distin-
guished Service Award (1994); The
Star-Ledger Spotlight Profile (1997).

When asked to best describe John
Langan, Parade Chairman Stephen
Gallagher replied, “John is a dedi-
cated person who puts those in need
first. His contributions to the Union
County community are tremendous.
He truly emulates the Hibernian
Motto of Friendship, Unity and
Christian Charity. He is an excellent
choice for Grand Marshal.”

Talking Business

Prudential Named NJAR
2002 Circle of Excellence

WESTFIELD —Prudential New
Jersey Properties announced its 150
inductees to the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Realtors (NJAR) 2002 Circle
of Excellence. The awards are pre-
sented annually and recognize the
outstanding listing and sales
achievements by Realtors who have
excelled to the height of their pro-
fession.

“We are very proud of our out-
standing team of sales associates,”
said William Keleher, Jr., chairman
and CEO of Prudential New Jersey
Properties. “These achievements re-
flect our agents’ unparalleled com-

mitment to exceptional service.”
Westfield office members include

Bronze Level – Carol Cushman and
Merge Cuccaro.

Additionally, 15 Union County
sales associates were awarded mem-
bership in Prudential New Jersey Prop-
erties Multi-Million Dollar Club for
achieving more than $2 million in
sales volume. Those winners include:
Patrick Manfra, Jr. and Sherrie Natko
of the Westfield office.

Based in Somerset, Prudential New
Jersey Properties offers relocation,
mortgage, fine homes and resort prop-
erties services. With over 600 sales
associates serving 10 counties in-
cluding Essex, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Somerset, Union and Warren
Counties, it is the second largest
independently-owned residential
Real Estate Company in New Jersey.
For more information, please visit
www.PruNewJersey.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by
the Mayor and Council of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey, on Monday, March
3, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time at the
Municipal building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey for the following:

THE FURNISHING OF UNI-
FORMS FOR THE PERSONNEL
OF THE POLICE DEPART-
MENT.

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned in a
sealed envelope marked “Bid for the Po-
lice Uniform”. Bearing the Name and Ad-
dress of the Bidder, addressed to the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, and must be in the
office of the Town Clerk on or before the
hour named.

Bids must be accompanied by a pro-
posal guarantee in the form of certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond in an
amount of 10% of the total bid, payable to
the Town of Westfield. Each proposal
must also be accompanied by a Surety
company Certification stating that the said
Surety company will provide the bidder
with the required performance bond in the
full amount of the contract.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supple-
ment for the law against discrimination
(Affirmative Action). Bidders Statement
of Ownership, as required by chapter 33
of the Public Laws of 1977, must also be
submitted with all bids.

Specifications and proposal forms may
be examined and procured at the office
of the Financial Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the
right to reject any and all bids, also waive
any informality if is deemed advisable so
to do.

Bernard Heeney
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/20/03, The Leader Fee: $41.82

Dr. Greenfield Joins Dr. Drew and Galiano’s
Westfield/Verona Periodontal Practice

WESTFIELD — Dr. Jay Greenfield
recently joined the periodontal prac-
tice of Dr. Howard Drew and Dr.
Louis Galiano in Verona and
Westfield.

Dr. Greenfield is a graduate of the
University of Medicine and Den-
tistry, New Jersey Dental School
where he received his Dental Degree
as well as his Post Graduate Certifi-
cate in Periodontics.

Dr. Greenfield specializes in all as-
pects of periodontal therapy including
soft and hard tissue grafting as well as
dental implant placement. He also
works part-time as an Associate Clini-
cal Professor of Periodontics at the New
Jersey Dental School. Dr. Greenfield is
also a member of The American Acad-
emy of Periodontology, The New Jer-
sey Dental Association and The Ameri-
can Dental Association.

Scotch Plains. . . Outstanding 5 BR, 4 ½ Bath CH Col on cul-de-sac in
prestigious area.  2 story EF, LR, FDR, gourmet EIK opens to lg FR w/
FP, elegant LIB w/ quality blt-ins.  MBR Suite, 2 zn heat & CAC, 3 car
garage & spectacular landscape.  (WSF6735)  $1,250,000

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield. . . Quality renovated, charming 4 BR home across from
Mindowaskin PK.  Cust. features: updated KIT, vault ceil, skylt + rec
light.  All new 2 ½ BTH, newer oak trm wndws, refin HWFLS, beaut
nat wdwk, high ceiling, box beam in LR, fdr.  Great location for twn +
transp. .  (WSF1008)  $739,000

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

This light filled 3/4 bedroom Colonial Cape with spacious rooms sits on a
beautiful property located on one of Scotch Plains most picturesque streets.
Charming details grace the interior: hardwood floors, handsome moldings
and well placed windows that catch the sun’s every move.  Other features
include a fireplace, eat-in kitchen w/ greenhouse window, updated baths,
first floor bedroom and central air conditioning.  Presented for $439,000.

���������	
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For appointment call:

Carol Tener
NJAR Circle of Excellence

2002 Gold Award
Call Direct:

908-233-2243

Home Sales For The Week of February 3
John Smith to Edward

McGovern, 628 Coleman Place
M/A: 238 Hazel Avenue,
$530,000.

Karl King to Kenneth and
Allison Koenke, 801 Oak Avenue,
$315,000.

Howard and Susan Katz to Chris-
topher Dombalis, 425 Wychwood
Road, $1,240,000.

Barbara Brainard and Martin
Breed to Susan Katz, 207 Lynn
Lane, $650,000.

Pamela and Kenneth Shewitz to
Mark and Rosa Guggino, 11
Manitou Circle, $614,000.

Ian and Jennifer Davis to Rong
Guang You and Xiu Fang Lu, 754
Central Avenue, $182,500.

Grove Realty, a New Jersey Part-
nership to Iron Horse Company,
LLC, 772 Central Avenue,
$453,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co.,
Inc. to MJSP, Inc., 1109 Columbus
Avenue, $290,000.

Joan Camp to Ming Gao and
Jenny Gao, 14 Summit Court,
$410,000.

Mitchell and Andrea Horowitz
to Andre and Santina Carrier, 328
Connecticut Street, $552,000.

Legal Professionals
To Attend Meeting

WESTFIELD – UCLSA, the asso-
ciation for legal professionals, will
meet on Tuesday, February 25, at
BG Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

A social gathering will begin at 6
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30
p.m. The cost of dinner is $23.

All legal professionals, secretar-
ies and other support staff employed
anywhere in the legal field are in-
vited to attend. This includes those
working in private or corporate prac-
tice; federal, county, state or mu-
nicipal government; police depart-
ments and other entities. Prospec-
tive members and guests are also
welcome.

For further information regard-
ing reservations, please call Reser-
vations Chairwoman Mary Lou
Einhorn at (908) 558-2369 or (908)
241-0611. Membership informa-
tion is available by calling UCLSA
Vice-President Christine Peoples at
(732) 680-1114 or (908) 527-4555.
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Local Dean’s List Students
Told at Univ. of Delaware

AREA – The University of Dela-
ware in Newark, Del. has reported
the names of students from
Westfield and Scotch Plains who
have been placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2002 semester.

Named to the Dean’s List are full-
time students with grade point av-
erages of 3.33 or above on a 4.0
scale for the semester, with no tem-
porary grades.

These students include Daniel
Thomas Cutro,  Kelley Marie
Masterson, Allison Marie Uniacke,
all of Westfield, and Scotch Plains
residents Ryan Daniel Hahner,
Christie Lynn McPartlan, Hana
Celia Pardon and Adena Plesmid.

Daniel, a junior in the College of
Arts and Science, is majoring in

criminal justice.
Kelley, a sophomore in the Col-

lege of Arts and Science, is focus-
ing her studies in psychology.

A senior in the College of Arts
and Science, Allison is majoring in
English. She is a senior.

Ryan, who is majoring in ath-
letic training, is a senior in the
College of Health and Nursing
Sciences.

Christie, a junior majoring in vi-
sual communication, is a student
in the College of Arts and Science.

Hana, a freshman in the College
of Arts and Science, is currently
listed as undeclared.

A senior majoring in account-
ing, Adena is a student in the Col-
lege of Business and Economics.

Highest Honors Earned
By Flath at Skidmore

SCOTCH PLAINS – Skidmore
College in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. has
revealed that Evan Flath of Scotch
Plains has received Highest Honors
for the fall 2002 semester.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Flath of Scotch Plains.

Highest Honors are awarded for a
quality point ratio of 3.67 or more
from a possible 4.0.

‘Days of Decisions’ Presented
By DECA at Middle Schools
SCOTCH PLAINS — The DECA

chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School sponsored the “Days of Deci-
sions” at both Park and Terrill Middle
Schools during the past two weeks of
January 24 and 31.

The DECA-sponsored event con-
sisted of a series of 12 workshops, orga-
nized and managed by DECA students,
Scotch Plains police officers and sev-
eral guest speakers.

Nearly 400 eighth graders from Park
and Terrill attended the workshops.
The “Day of Decisions” was designed
to help the students make the right
decisions when faced with challenges
and problems. The workshops aimed to
reach these problems, including the
affects of substance abuse, being sepa-
rated in to different workshops for mari-
juana, tobacco, club drugs, and alco-
hol.

Other workshops pertained to prob-
lems which the eighth graders experi-
ence on a daily basis, some of which
will be further introduced to in the high
school, such as teenage relations, talk-
ing to parents and respected adults
about problems, and fitting in at the
high school.

Several workshops included guest
speakers, while the DECA students ran
the others. In one workshop, a mother
spoke about her son’s death due to drug
abuse problems and how her family
went through these experiences.

In other workshops, professional
speakers talked about the harmful af-
fects of club drugs and gave the stu-
dents a chance to see what it was like to
be under the influence when they were
able to wear the Fatal Vision Goggles in
another workshop.

One of the most moving and persua-
sive parts of the “Day of Decisions” was
the closing assembly where several stu-
dents from DayTop Rehab Center in
Mendham related their experiences
about their drug abuse problems.

In this assembly, the eighth graders
were clearly interested, responding by
asking many questions to the rehab
students.

Organizing the “Day of Decisions”
were DECA students Sean Colvin,
Mike Hessemer, and Jack Meade.

When asked about the two days,
Mike said, “We thought the day was a
total success, and it seemed that we
really reached many of the eighth grade
students.”

Westfielders Keep Computers,
Networks Efficient at Syracuse
WESTFIELD — Christina Kwon

and Keith Shaffer, local students at-
tending Syracuse University in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. have been responsible for
maintaining the effectiveness of the
University’s computers and computer
network.

Christina, a Westfield resident, is a
senior majoring in information man-
agement and technology in the School
of Information Studies at Syracuse.

Fellow Westfielder Keith Shaffer is
a senior majoring in computer engi-
neering in the L.C. Smith College of
Engineering and Computer Science
at Syracuse.

Under the direction of the
University’s Department of Computer
and Media Services, student com-
puter consultants, like Christina and
Keith, play an important role in main-
taining the University’s computer
technology infrastructure.

They provide the “frontline,” first
contact support at the University’s
Computer Information Center. They
also help maintain campus computer
labs, and assist 6,800 students whose
computers in their residence hall room
connect to the University network.

Christina and Keith are trained to
provide support over the telephone,
by e-mail or in person to students,
faculty and staff in a diverse comput-
ing environment.

“Computers play a very important
roll in the educational mission of
Syracuse University,” says David
Hoalcraft, manager of student com-
puting services. “Without student
computer consultants, we wouldn’t
be able to provide the high level of
service our students, faculty and staff
need. Their hard work, dedication,
and problem solving skills are in in-
valuable resource.”

Univ. of Scranton Reports
Dean’s List for Fall Term

AREA – The University of
Scranton in Scranton, Pa. recently
announced the names of students
from Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Berkeley Heights to be placed on
the fall 2002 Dean’s List.

Katherine Fromtling of Westfield
was placed on the list. She is a se-
nior majoring in environmental sci-
ence.

Deidre Lynn of Westfield, a se-
nior concentrating studies in biol-
ogy, also earned this recognition.

Scotch Plains resident Joanna
Garibaldi was placed on the list.
She is a senior majoring in early
childhood education.

Berkeley Heights students Ellen
Findlay, Kathryn Miller and Kevin
Riley were also Dean’s List students.
Ellen is a senior studying elemen-
tary education. Kathryn is a fresh-
man focusing on special education.
Kevin is a junior majoring in crimi-
nal justice.

A student must have a grade point

average of 3.5 or better with a mini-
mum number of credit hours to make
the Dean’s List.

Mattar and Sanders
Named to Dean’s List

Bushinger, Dzierzynski
Named to Dean’s List
AREA – Syracuse University in

Syracuse, N.Y. reported that students
enrolled in the School of Manage-
ment have been placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2002 semester.

Brett Bushinger of Scotch Plains
and Kerri Moore of Mountainside
have been placed on the list.

Brett is a sophomore majoring in
accounting and finance, while Kerri
is a freshman majoring in entrepre-
neurship and emerging enterprises.

Technology, Budget
Discussion Planned
At Next BOE Mtg.

WESTFIELD — At the next meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion to be held Tuesday, February 25,
the 2003-2004 school district budget
will be discussed, with special empha-
sis on instructional technology.

The meeting will begin at 8 p.m. at
302 Elm Street. The public is wel-
comed to attend.

A complete agenda will be available
at www.westfieldnj.com and in the of-
fice of Board Secretary/Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman, 302 Elm
Street, on Monday, February 24.

State School Report Cards
Available for WF District

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
School Report Cards have been re-
leased for every public school dis-
trict in the state. The reports contain
extensive information about enroll-

ments, finances, test scores, and more.
The Westfield Public School re-

ports, which are individualized for
each of the district’s nine schools,
will be distributed to elementary and
intermediate students to bring home
after Thursday, February 20.

The Westfield High School re-
ports will be available in the school’s
office.

“I think it is very appropriate at this
time of year when we are preparing
school budgets, to note that, accord-
ing to the comparative data supplied
by the Department of Education,
Westfield’s cost per pupil is below the
state average,” stated Board of Edu-
cation President Arlene Gardner.

“Also noteworthy is the fact that
our administrative costs per pupil are
also lower than the state average,” she
said. “And once again, Westfield stu-
dents scored well above the state
averages on standardized tests.”

“It is the intent of the board and the
administration to continue to focus
our efforts and our finances on instruc-
tion and instructional support, which
account for more than 75 percent of
our annual budgets,” she added.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Caroline
Mattar and Jaclyn Sanders, both
Scotch Plains residents, have been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2002 semester at James Madison
University in Harrsionburg, Va.

Caroline and Jaclyn achieved this
recognition by obtaining a grade
point average of 3.5 to 3.89 with a
course load of at least 14 hours.

Muhlenberg Dean’s List
Includes Cenci, Yudkovitz

WESTFIELD – Muhlenberg Col-
lege in Allentown, Pa. reported that
Westfield residents Erica Cenci and
Emily Yudkovitz have been placed
on the Dean’s List for the fall 2002
semester.

Erica is a member of the Class of
2006. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Victor Cenci of Westfield.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Erica has not declared her
major.

Emily is also a member of the
Class of 2006. The daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Joel Yudkovitz, she is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Her major is presently unde-
clared.

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED
Receptionist/Secretary

Westfield Insurance Agency has
an immed opening. Word 2000
necessary. Full-time. Benefits.

(908) 654-1300

HOUSE FOR SALE
Mountainside - By owner. Updated
Colonial. 4 Bedrms, 2 new Baths,
new EIK, FR, Fin Bsmt, custom
deck, huge Mstr Bedrm, screened-
porch. $549,000. Princ only.

(908) 403-5184

2-DAY OFFICE EQUIP. SALE
Fri., Feb. 21 & Sat., Feb. 22

8:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
940 South Ave West, 2nd Floor

Westfield, NJ
Great Used Office Furniture and
Equipment Sale. Desks, Credenza,
Lateral Files, Steelcase meeting
table and chairs, computer desks
and rolling file cabinets perfect for
the home office. Computer Server,
network racks, GE Pro Series
Phone System, Small office Copier,
Framed Pictures, more...
Call for details (973) 541-5237

HELP WANTED
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4 hrs/
wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimburse-
ment available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

PIANO LESSONS
TEACHING SINCE 1970

(908) 889-4095

HOUSEKEEPING
Polish rel iable lady seeks
houses and apartments to clean.
References available.

Call Joanna (908) 925-3715

FOR RENT
WESTFIELD

OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,

SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,
IDEAL FOR STORAGE

$295.00/M
Call Lori (973) 397-3541

CHILDCARE HELP
Live out childcare needed for 1 child
in Westfield. 6:30am until 5:30pm
Mon-Fri. Non Smoker, valid NJ Driv.
Lic. and Soc Sec # req. Must be
willing to undergo background check.

(908) 654-0597

SUMMER RENTAL
LBI - Luxury bayfront rental. Beau-
tifully furnished and decorated
home. 6 bedrooms, 3 full baths,
central air, hot tub, sauna, banquet
size kitchen. All the amenities.
Dock with 2 boat slips and jet ski
platform. Only 2 blocks to ocean.
Weekly/bi-weekly rentals available.

Call (908) 359-7997 or
(908) 295-0509 or

e-mail erica@shoeseeker.com

HELP WANTED
ECHO LAKE COUNTRY CLUB

Springfield Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

An Upscale Private Club
IS HIRING:

A LA CARTE SERVERS
BANQUET SERVERS

BUS PERSONS
Competitive Wages, Full and

Part Time Positions Available,
Benefit Package, Experience
Preferred But Not Necessary

Call (908) 232-4141

HELP WANTED
CLERICAL ASSISTANT

Mountainside/Springfield Insur-
ance Agency seeks F/T clerical
asst./receptionist. Proficient in
Word & Excel w/excellent commu-
nication skills. Insurance back-
ground a plus. Liberal benefits.

Email resume to
jeanine@slapin.com

No Calls Please

HELP WANTED
SECRETARY

Westfield CPA firms seeks very
organized indiv to perform secy and
clerical tasks. Full/part/flex time.
Fax resume to (908) 654-7865

SUMMER RENTAL
Cape May NJ - Beautiful Victorian
One Blk from Beach, 5 Bdr; 2 1/2
Bath; Lrg Kit; Gorgeous Porch.

Contact Dick Landon at
(856) 461-5697 or e-mail:

dick.landon@comcast.net
See House at:

www.132decatur.com

Kindergarten Registration
Dates Planned in Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will be regis-
tering children who will become eli-
gible for kindergarten in the 2003-
2004 school year.

The school district is also inter-
ested in children who have not been
in public school but will enter first
grade in the fall. Any Westfield child
who reaches his/her fifth or sixth
birthday on or before Wednesday,
October 1, is eligible to register.

Evening registration will be avail-
able at the Board Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street in the Sec-
ond Floor conference room.

Appointments should be made for
the evening registration by calling
(908) 789-4420. Appointments
should also be made for individual
school registrations.

The registration schedule is as fol-
lows:

• Friday, March 1, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Wilson Elementary School, (908)
789-4605;

• Monday, March 4, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Franklin Elementary School, (908)
789-4592 or from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Wilson School, (908) 789-4605;

• Tuesday, March 5, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Wilson School, (908) 789-4605 or
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Tamaques

Elementary School, (908) 789-4580;
• Wednesday March 6, 6 to 8 p.m.

at the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, (908) 789-4420;

• Thursday, March 7, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Jefferson Elementary School,
(908) 789-4490 or from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at McKinley Elementary
School, (908) 789-4555 or from 6 to
8 p.m. at the Administration Build-
ing, (908) 789-4420;

• Friday, March 8, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Franklin School, (908) 789-4592
or from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Jefferson
School, (908) 789-4490 or from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Washington El-
ementary School, (908) 789-4600.

The following information is
needed at time of registration: Proof
of residence (such as a tax or utility
bill), child’s birth certificate (with
raised seal) and proof of immuniza-
tions. Please check with the appro-
priate school to find out what docu-
mented medical records are neces-
sary.

Any questions about the registra-
tion process should be referred to
any elementary school. In the event
of a delayed opening or school clos-
ing due to inclement weather, regis-
tration for that day will be resched-
uled.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Dean’s List Pupils Told
At University of Hartford

AREA – The University of Hartford
in West Hartford, Conn. has named the
students placed on the Dean’s List for
the fall 2002 semester.

Jessica Lizmi and Annie Thode, both
of Westfield, were placed on the list.
Scotch Plains resident Samantha
Tenenbaum also earned Dean’s List
recognition.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLEANING UP...Westfield High School staff members shovel snow after the
massive snow fall on Sunday.

Festivities Marking UCHS’
40th Anniversary Planned

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catholic
Regional High School (UCHS) in Scotch
Plains is planning the 40th Anniversary
of the opening of the school on the
weekend of May 2, 3, and 4.

All graduates of the school who
have not previously been notified
should contact Anne Wischusen by
phone at (908) 889-1600, extension
no. 316 or e-mail
awischusen@unioncatholic.org or

alumni@unioncatholic.org.
Festivities include a Friday night

Open House at the school (no chil-
dren), a Saturday Family Fun Day at
the school, a Saturday Night Gala at
the Pines Manor in Edison and Sun-
day, Family Mass and Brunch at the
school.

For more information, please visit
the UCHS website at
www.unioncatholic.org.

Syracuse University’s
Fall Dean’s Roster

Includes Westfielders
WESTFIELD – The College of Arts

and Sciences at Syracuse University in
Syracuse, N.Y. reported that many
Westfield students have been placed on
the Dean’s List for the fall 2002 semester.

Qualification for the roster includes
at least a 3.4 grade point average on a
4.0 scale during the semester.

Dean’s List recipients include
Kathryn Bartholomew, a junior major-
ing in psychology, Matthew
Chazanow, a freshman majoring in arts
and sciences, and Kevin Johnson, a
junior majoring in history.

Two Berkeley Heights residents were
also included in the roster. Jacob Di
Iorio is a freshman majoring in arts and
sciences and Diana Schiele is a junior
majoring in psychology.

Caccavale-Boyle Spends
Term Student Teaching
WESTFIELD – Christine

Caccavale-Boyle is among 43
students participating in the 2003
Spring Professional Semester at
Lycoming College in
Williamsport, Pa.

Christine, a Spanish and French
major, is student teaching at Jer-
sey Shore High School with Jeri
Demel. She is a Westfield resident.

The semester is a student teach-
ing program in which students
are assigned to a cooperating
teacher from an area school. Stu-
dents who complete the program
will receive their teaching certi-
fication.

winning!  To reserve a spot please
call the Westfield Recreation De-
partment.

 Discount lift tickets are avail-
able for the following Mountains:
Camelback, Shawnee Mountain,
Jack Frost/Big Boulder, Blue
Mountain, and Mountain Creek.
Please call for details.

Bowling League: A 12-week pro-
gram, beginning January 13 to
March 31, for children five to 14.
The program will be held on a
weekly basis at Linden Lanes on
Monday afternoons at 3:45 p.m.,
and a Bumper Bowling, for pre-k
and kidergarteners, will be offered
on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. The cost will be $6 per
week.

Teen Center: Available on se-
lect Friday evenings, in the mu-
nicipal building, during the school
year from 7 to 11 p.m. for all high
school students. The center fea-
tures music, movies, pool tables,
video games, pin pong, foosball,
air hockey, big screen TV, and a
lounge area.

Night Place: An evening full of
games, dancing, movies, food and
music for Westfield students from
sixth to eighth grade only. Lo-
cated at Edison Intermediate
School from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The
fee is $3 at the door. Other upcom-
ing dates are February 14, March
14 and May 16.

Manners Matters: To be held on
Monday, April 14 at 3:30 p.m. for
ages 7 to 12. This two hour course
teaches etiquette, telephone skills,
party manners and more.

13th Annual 5 Miler & Fun
Run: To be held on Saturday, April
26. Applications can be obtained
on-line or at the Recreation Office.
All proceeds benefit Project Gradu-
ation. Donations are appreciated.

Daddy Daughter Dance: The
dance will be held on Friday,
March 28 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
The cost is $33 per person. Please
reserve a spot soon.

8th Grade Teen Center: The
Teen Center will be open to eighth
grade Westfield students on Tues-
day and Thursday afternoons from
3:30  to 5:30 p.m. throughout the
month of February. This is an open
program that allows students to
come and go at their leisure. The
Teen Center is a Recreation Room
full of your favorite games and
friends.

Dancercise: Early Spring Ses-
sion: Held from January 7 through
March 27 on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Class
is held in the Municipal Building
Community Room. The fee is $62
for 25 classes.

Casino Trip to Moheegan Sun:
Spend Saturday, April 19, explor-
ing the flowing hills of Connecti-
cut and taking your chance on

Westfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation Events

Teen Ski Getaway:  February 21
to 23 in Killington, Vt.  Package
includes transportation and accom-
modations, three meals, one-day lift
ticket and skiing. There are also ac-
tivities for those who don’t  ski. 

Manners Matters: We will be run-
ning a “Manners Matter” program
for ages 7 to 12 which teaches, eti-
quette, telephone skills, conversa-
tional skills,  party manners and more
more. To be held on Saturday, March
1.

Babysitting Course: Will also be
implemented once again due to the
overwhelming response from the fall.
To be held on Saturday, March 8.

“Girls on the Run” -  This program
promotes good choices for a life-
time, self-respect and healthy living
as well as exercise.  The program is
open to girls in third to fifth grades,
which at the beginning of April for
10 weeks, meeting twice a week at a
township park after school.  Please
register at the Recreation Depart-
ment.

Ringling Bros & Barnum Bailey
Circus: Scheduled for Saturday,
March 22 at Madison Square Gar-

den for an 11 a.m. show.
Vanity Fair Shopping: Day trip to

the Outlets in Reading, Pa. on Satur-
day April 12.  Round trip fee is $18.

Girls Winter Softball Clinics: Hit-
ting and Pitching will be taught on
Mondays.  The cost will be $20 per
session. Please contact the Recre-
ation Department for more details.

Softball League: Registration for
the softball league began on Janu-
ary 27 for third through eighth
grades.  If you register before Febru-
ary 18, the cost will be $40 per per-
son. If you register between Febuary
19 and 28, the cost will be $50 per
person.

Musical Evening Out:  On Friday
March 21, at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, adults will enjoy live mu-
sic, dancing, karaoke, refreshments
and friends.  The gathering will be-
gin at 8 p.m. Please register by March
7 at the Recreation Department. The
fee is $22 per person. The event is
open to individuals over 18.

For more information on any of
the events featured above, please
call (908) 322-6700, extension no.
221.

Scotch Plains  Recreation EventsScotch Plains  Recreation EventsScotch Plains  Recreation EventsScotch Plains  Recreation EventsScotch Plains  Recreation Events
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– Obituaries – Russell Midtgaard, Jr., 48, Was on Squad;
Owner of Mountainside Landscaping

Stanley J. Szurlej, 89
Stanley J. Szurlej, 89, of Westfield

died on Sunday, February 9, at
Kenmore Mercy Hospital in
Tonawanda, N.Y.

Born in Elizabeth, he was a
Westfield resident for 60 years.

Prior to retiring 24 years ago, Mr.
Szurlej had worked for the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners Local No. 155 in Plainfield
for 25 years.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Josephine Sabat Szurlej, and by a
daughter, Rosemary Szurlej.

Surviving are a son, John T. Szurlej,
and four grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Thursday, February 13, at the Carmen
F. Spezzi Funeral Home in Parlin.
Burial followed at the Sacred Heart
Cemetery in Parlin.

February 20, 2003

Joseph Scher, 71, TV and Film Writer;
Won National Award For Exxon Project

Jane Peterson, 78, Honored By Rotary;
Had Been Licensed Real Estate Agent

Patricia Akers Hanna
Patricia Akers Hanna died on

Wednesday, February 12, at Patriots
Colony in Williamsburg, Va.

Born in Philadelphia to the late
Edwin and Maude Akers, Mrs. Hanna
grew up in Westfield and had also
lived in Virginia Beach, Va. for 20
years. She most recently lived in Eliza-
beth City, N.C. for several years be-
fore relocating to Patriots Colony.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, William Wilson Hanna, and by
a son, Mark Wilson Hanna.

Surviving are a sister, Carol Akers
Ezell of Williamsburg, Va. and a
brother, Edwin Ryan Akers of
Brookfield, Wis.

A graveside service will be held at
a later date at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Nelsen Funeral Home in
Williamsburg.

February 20, 2003

Joseph William Scher, 71, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, February 11,
at his home.

Born in Richmond, Va., he had lived
in New York prior to moving to Scotch
Plains 42 years ago.

A writer for television and film
since 1952, Mr. Scher had also been
a copywriter for several advertising
agencies in New York City, including
McCann/Erickson, Ted Bates and
B.B.D.O.

He penned the Miss America Pag-
eant script with Bert Parks for five
years, as well as the script for the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
from 1971 to 1975.

Mr. Scher wrote 44 episodes of the
television series “Outdoors with Lib-
erty Mutual.” He also crafted the
screenplay for the ABC television
special “The Salute to Sir Lew Grade,
The Master Showman,” along with
the script for a Warner Brothers docu-
mentary called The Best of Charlie
Chan.

He wrote scripts for various enter-
tainment figures, including Orson
Welles, Ed McMahon, Dick Van Patten
and Phyllis George.

He also wrote corporate documen-
taries, among them an Exxon Inc.

project for which he received a na-
tional Golden Eagle Award.

Mr. Scher, who was on dialysis for
27 years, was said to be the longest
living dialysis patient in the United
States. An educational piece he wrote
from his own experiences, entitled
“Living with Dialysis,” has been pre-
sented at dialysis centers around the
world.

The writer was a 1952 graduate of
Washington and Lee University in
Lexington, Va.

Mr. Scher served for three years in
the United States Army during peace-
time, writing copy for the Public In-
formation Office.

He was a founder of Congregation
Beth Israel in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Edie Scher; a daughter, Ellen
Weitzenhofer of Rockaway; a son,
Jordan Scher of Scotch Plains; a
brother, Isaac Scher of Denver, Colo.
and a granddaughter.

Services were held on Thursday,
February 13, at the Beth Israel Cem-
etery Chapel in Woodbridge.

Arrangements were handled by the
Bernheim-Apter-Kreitzman Subur-
ban Funeral Chapel in Livingston.
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Jane Collins Peterson, 78, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Tuesday, February 11, at her home.

Born on March 10, 1924, the daugh-
ter of C. Wesley and Bertha Collins,
she was a graduate of the Berkeley
Secretarial School.

Mrs. Peterson had worked for the
Peterson-Ringle Agency in Scotch
Plains from its inception in 1951. She
most recently worked as the adminis-

trative assistant to Frank Perrier, a
Certified Public Accountant in
Westfield. In addition, she was a li-
censed real estate agent.

Active with the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, she served as
Secretary to Past District Governor
Dave Ringle in 1987. She also was a
weekly reader at Coles Elementary
School in Scotch Plains with Project
Literacy of Rotary.

Mrs. Peterson was awarded the Paul
Harris Fellow for her service to Ro-
tary.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, P.E. “Pete” Peterson; a daugh-
ter, Anne Louise Vernon of Los Gatos,
Calif. and two grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, February 15, at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091 or to the
Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box 426,
Fanwood 07023.
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Russell H. Midtgaard, Jr., 48, of
Mountainside died on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Orange, he was a lifelong
Mountainside resident.

Mr. Midtgaard was the owner of
Mountainside Landscaping in
Mountainside for six years. He had
previously owned and operated
Mountainside Towing for many
years.

He earned an automotive mechanic
certificate from Lincoln Technical
School in Union.

Mr. Midtgaard was a former mem-
ber, captain and lieutenant with the
Mountainside Rescue Squad.

He was predeceased by his father,
Russell H. Midtgaard.

Surviving are his mother, Charlotte
Floster Midtgaard, and two sisters,
Caroline Reitmeyer and Elizabeth
Seritello.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, February 15, at the Smith and
Smith Funeral Home in Springfield.
Interment took place at Hollywood
Memorial Park in Union.

Memorial donations may be made

to the Mountainside Rescue Squad,
1385 Route 22, East, Mountainside
07092.
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Pat C. Schroeder, 79, Former Stylist;
Was Volunteer With CSH Auxiliary

Robert A. Bixler, Sr., 76, Was Manager;
Worshipful Master at Atlas Pythagoras

Grace E. Streiter, 92
Grace Ester Streiter, 92, of Fanwood

died on Saturday, February 15, at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains.

Born in Montclair, she had lived
there and in Long Beach Island prior
to moving to Fanwood six years ago.

Miss Streiter had worked in the
Accounting Department at ITT in
Nutley before retiring.

Surviving is a niece, Arlene Pearce
of Fanwood.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, February 20, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Interment
will follow at Mount Olivet Cemetery
in Bloomfield. Visitation will take
place one hour prior to the service.
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Pat C. Schroeder, 79, of Westfield
died on Saturday, February 15, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in East Orange, she lived in
Westfield since 1952.

Mrs. Schroeder had been a stylist at

Bambergers department store in New
York City before retiring many years
ago.

She was a member of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and the
Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield.
Additionally, she had been active for
many years as a volunteer with the
Auxiliary of Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside.

Mrs. Schroeder attended National
Park College in Washington, D.C.
but had to leave when the school was
converted to wartime uses. She gradu-
ated from Briarcliff College in
Larchmont, N.Y.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, George Schroeder, in 1982, and
by a daughter, Judith Porpora, in 2000.

Surviving are a daughter, Sandra
Schroeder of Berkeley Heights; a sis-
ter, Ann Guthrie of California, and
two grandchildren.

Private arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Lung Association.
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Robert A. Bixler, Sr., 76, of Westfield
died on Thursday, February 13, at his
home.

Born in Anville, Pa., he lived in
Westfield for 39 years.

Mr. Bixler had been employed as
Manager of Technical Services for
Schering-Plough in Kenilworth for 25
years before retiring in 1990.

He received his bachelor’s degree in
chemistry from Franklin and Marshall
College in Lancaster, Pa. in 1949.

He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II.

Mr. Bixler was a member of the
American Society of Quality Control
and was Past President of the
Schering-Plough Retirees Associa-
tion. He also was a member of Atlas
Pythagoras Lodge No. 10 of Free and
Accepted Masons, where he served as
Worshipful Master.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Jean M. Messner Bixler; three daugh-
ters, Carter Bixler of Lancaster, Pa.,
Dana Biggs of Dunellen and Jill Law
of Garwood; three sons, Robert A.
Bixler, Jr. of Westfield, Eric Bixler of
Hollywood, Pa. and Joel Bixler of
Rawlins, Wyo.; two sisters, Janet
Shaffer and Grace Bachman, both of
Anville, Pa. and 22 grandchildren.

A gathering took place yesterday,
Wednesday, February 19, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. A Masonic Service was
also conducted last evening by Atlas
Pythagoras Lodge No. 10. Cremation
was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Heart Association,
208 West End Avenue, Bridgewater
08887.
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Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

Salvatore Merrill, 91
Salvatore “Cy” Merrill, 91, of Brick

died on Friday, February 14, at the
Medical Center of Ocean County in
Brick.

Born in Plainfield, he had been a
resident of Scotch Plains before relo-
cating to Brick in 1981.

Mr. Merrill had been employed by
Snuffy’s Restaurant in Scotch Plains
for 42 years, most recently as a man-
ager, prior to retiring in 1980.

Surviving are his wife, Sarah Leggio
Merrill; two sons, Gerald Merrill and
Richard Merola; a brother, Louis
Merrill, and four grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, February 18, at the Visita-
tion Roman Catholic Church in Brick.
Interment followed at Ocean Memo-
rial Park in Toms River.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Weatherhead Young
Funeral Home in Brick.
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Josephine Ross, 107
Josephine Ross, 107, of Westfield

died on Thursday, February 13, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Shepherdstown, W. Va. on
June 9, 1895, she lived in Westfield
since 1917.

Mrs. Ross served on the usher board
and sang with three choirs at the
Bethel Baptist Church in Westfield.

Surviving are three daughters,
Mary Wiles, Dorothy Lee and Jean
Rhodes; two sons, Charles Ross and
Francis Ross; 44 grandchildren; 30
great-grandchildren and 23 great-
great grandchildren.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 19, at the Bethel
Baptist Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Plinton-Curry Funeral
Home in Westfield.
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DEATH NOTICE
Esther Furino

Esther Sisto Furino, 80, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Sunday, February 16, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Mrs. Furino was a homemaker.
Her whole life was devoted to the

love and care of her children and
grandchildren.

She was the devoted mother of
Peter and Michael Furino; loving
mother-in-law of Tricia and Jessica
Furino and loving sister of Marie
Merkler and Peter Sisto. She will be
deeply missed by her three grand-
children, Adrienne, Christopher
and Matthew. She was also a loving
aunt to many nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be
made to Children’s Specialized
Hospital, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside 07092.
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Extra Community and Education News

Josh Lasky Named Winner
Of Human Rights Award

AREA — Josh Lasky, a Cranford
High School honors student and a
member of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, was named the winner of
the Marc Wesley Hardy Human
Rights Award.

The award, consisting of a check
and a certificate, was recently pre-
sented to Josh at the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield.

Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church, lost his life
in a car accident during his senior

year at Westfield High School in
1990. Because of his dedication
and commitment to human rights,
this annual award was established.

Josh has been recognized by
“Who’s Who Among American High
School Students” and has been ac-
tive in the YMCA Model United
Nations conferences throughout his
high school years. He was selected
as one of three Cranford High
School students to attend the Di-
versity 2000 High School Student
Leadership Conference in October
of 2001.

Besides serving on the Interna-
tional Court of Justice at the Dela-
ware Valley Region Conference, Josh
also attended the World Conference
Against Racism in New York.

One outstanding highlight took
place in 2001, when Mr. Lasky jour-
neyed to Durban, South Africa, to
serve as a youth representative to
the U.S. Delegation at the United
Nations World Conference Against
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xe-
nophobia, and Related Intolerance.
The delegation withdrew from the
conference early, due to lack of
progress on certain issues, and Josh
returned home just five days before
the September 11 terrorist attacks.

After graduation, in June of 2003,
Josh hopes to attend George Wash-
ington University in Washington,
D.C. and major in political science.

Jessica Kate Gordon
Begins First Year

At Mount Holyoke
WESTFIELD – Jessica Kate Gor-

don of Westfield has begun her first
year at Mount Holyoke College in
South Hadley, Mass.

The daughter of Kristen Larsen
and Dr. Richard Gordon of
Westfield, she is a Westfield High
School graduate.

Jessica was a member of the var-
sity hockey team and also partici-
pated in the glee club. Her extracur-
ricular activities included partici-
pation in Model United Nations and
providing religious instruction.

The Center for Cross-Cultural
Study, Inc. of Seville, Spain and
Havanna, Cuba announced that Jes-
sica recently returned to the United
States after a semester of study in
Seville.

She successfully completed
courses in a variety of disciplines.
She participated in many cultural
activities in Seville.

Jessica has returned to Mount
Holyoke College this spring.

After graduating Mount Holyoke
College, Jessica hopes to pursue a
master’s degree.

Westfield High School
Ice Hockey Assoc.
To Hold Meeting

WESTFIELD — On Monday,
February 24, the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Association
(WHSIHA) will hold a meeting to
discuss off-season plans and next
season. The meeting will be held
at 8 p.m. in the Community Room
at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing on East Broad Street.

The parents of all boys and girls
who will be Westfield High
School students next year are also
invited to attend.

Please note that the meeting is
subject to change if the Westfield
hockey team has a tournament
game that evening.

For more information on the
Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association, please con-
tact Ray Luck, Jr., President of the
WHSIHA, at (908) 654-4873.

Westfield Library Posts
Story Times For March

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced that
its story time for “Little Listeners,”
children ages two to three-and-a-
half accompanied by an adult, will
continue on Tuesdays through
March 11 and Wednesdays through
March 12, from 10:30 to 11 a.m.
Participants are asked to choose ei-
ther the Tuesday or Wednesday pro-
gram.

“Time for Tales,” a story time for
youngsters aged three-and-a-half to
five years old, will be held on Tues-
days, March 4 to April 1, from 1:30
to 2 p.m. and repeated on Thursdays,
March 6 to April 3, from 10:30 to 11
a.m. Individuals are asked to choose
only one day per week for the story
time.

Children in kindergarten and the
upper grades are invited to take part
in the library’s After School Activi-
ties Program. This one-hour activity
meets on selected Thursdays from
3:45 to 4:45 p.m. and includes sto-
ries, crafts, videos and refreshments,
all celebrating a special theme or
event.

The themes and dates for the pro-
grams are: March 13, St. Patrick’s
Day; April 24, “Go Buggy With
Books,” and May 22, “Mother’s
Day.”

All story times are drop-in pro-

grams but attendance is limited. In-
dividuals are urged to arrive early
and sign in immediately at the
Children’s Desk. Once the maximum
is reached, no additional children
will be accepted, even if they arrive
before the program begins.

www.goleader.com

UCLSA Plans Trip
To Showboat Casino
COUNTY – UCLSA…the asso-

ciation for legal professionals will
sponsor a bus trip to the Showboat
Casino in Atlantic City on Sunday,
March 9.

The bus will depart from the
Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth at 8:30 a.m.
and return at approximately 7 p.m.
There will be an additional pickup
at the Cheesequake Service Area on
the Garden State Parkway.

The cost is $21, with a $13 return
from the casino upon arrival. Pro-
ceeds from this fundraiser will ben-
efit UCLSA’s Annual Scholarship
Program and Legal Education Fund.

For information and reservations,
please call Helen Goworek at (908)
289-7356 or (908) 527-4587.

DEATH NOTICE
Grace Copleman

Grace Copleman died peace-
fully on February 17 in Freehold,
N.J. Born on March 10, 1908 in
Perth Amboy, N.J. Widow of Ben-
jamin Copleman, M.D. Formerly
resided in Westfield, N.J. Beloved
mother of Ralph Copleman and
Marti Copleman, grandmother of
Paul and Andrew Copleman,
mother-in-law of Joyce
Copleman and Oliver Rosengart.
Private interment, February 20.
Memorial service to celebrate her
life March 9. For time/location,
call (718) 858-4620 after Febru-
ary 21. Contributions in her
memory may be made to the
American Cancer Society or
Westfield Hadassah.
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County Caregivers Program

Paintings by Retinger of WF
On View at Montclair Gallery

MONTCLAIR – The artwork of
Westfield artist Stanislaw Retinger
will be featured in the “Winter to
Spring Art Exhibit” at the Gallery
@ Jacklyn Kling Distinctive Frame-
work (JKDF) in Montclair.

An opening reception for
Retinger, and fellow exhibiting art-
ists Natalia Minzararu, Viorel
Cozma and Cristina Pineros, will be
held on Saturday, March 1, from 5 to
8 p.m. The exhibition will be on
display through early May.

A graduate of the New York Insti-
tute of Technology, where he stud-
ied film, Retinger has shown and
performed work in Florida, Minne-

sota and New Jersey.
He describes the work on view as

“primal responses to contemporary
problems visualized through paint-
ing.”

Although Retinger works prima-
rily as a painter, his artistic activi-
ties have extending into sculpture,
mixed mediums, installation, writ-
ing, performance and film and
video.

“I want to live simply, but it’s an
artist’s duty to formulate a dialogue
with the expanding universe,” he
said. “Art is not the truth, but it is
probably one of the best ways of
discussing the rewards and perils of
searching.”

Retinger added, “When art is cre-
ated we have something to show for
struggling. Good art may even con-
tain some meaning or references for
it. I have attempted a kind of assimi-
lation, combing elements from a
fractured landscape.”

I may use two dimensions for
sculpture, or take a builders approach
for painting,” he concluded. “The
point is to cross mediums and then to
tell that story. It can be a harrowing
journey, on for which there is not
enough common language.”

The Gallery @ JKDF is located at
106 Walnut Street in Montclair. For
more information, please call (973)
746-6800.

Acrylic on plywood, Stanislaw Retinger

EASE ON DOWN THE ROAD…Students at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield will be “easing down the road” in a
production of the musical, The Wiz, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, February 28, March 1 and 2. Pictured, left to right, are dancers:
Greg Nelson as “The Cowardly Lion”; Stephanie Christiano as “Dorothy”; Ian Devaney as “The Tin Man”; and Aaron Eisenberg
as “The Scarecrow”.

have dried up, our wine cellars
must also be emptied of French
wines. Our cosmetic bags must
also be void of L’Oreal lip-
sticks and eye creams. May
French cheeses and pastries be
omitted from the trays at our
dinner parties. Keep Roquefort
off your shopping list and try
Feta instead. Keep the Perrier
out of your gym bags and re-
frigerators.

Tired of the same old cliché
that the French won’t let us
use their airspace, that the
French would rather give the
world a hug instead of taking
a stand? Outraged that France,
which had the support of the
U.S. in both World Wars, has
stuck its nose up at the United
States – yet again? Then, by
all means let your voice be
heard by withholding your
purchase of French products.
As far as I’m concerned, the
French can take their wine and
cheese and “les mettre où le
soleil ne brille pas.”

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

   How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days:
  Finds an Audience Despite Itself “Care for Caregivers,” which

Frank calls “a tremendous service
to the community” would be a hor-
rible casualty in the Governor’s
agenda to eradicate the arts.

“The program gives the caregivers
something to look forward to that is
all their own,” said Frank.

“I feel that the program has helped
me and it has boosted my morale
somewhat,” concluded Floyd. “It
would be a pity to lose something
like this.”

Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt will celebrate
their 56th wedding anniversary in
April.

   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE ARTISTIC PROCESS...Westfield artist Sandy Frank helps Floyd Hewitt
express his emotions through watercolor during the final session of their “Care for
Caregivers” encounters. Hewitt especially talented at woodcarving.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Pen & Ink

her, and hasn’t flashed her smile on the
cover of People as much as Julia Rob-
erts, doesn’t mean that Vardalos isn’t
full of the spunk and gusto needed to
make it in Hollywood. After all, she
was the writer, producer and star of
what Tinseltown critics called “the
little movie that could.” “Can’t” is not
in this woman’s personal vocabulary
– Greek or otherwise.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Vardalos

Get Outta
The House
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Opera Members, Neighbors

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Flaming Idiots will per-
form all weekend at NJPAC’s
Victoria Theater.  For an after-
noon or evening of pure fun and
escape, this is an event that the
entire family will enjoy.  They’re
more than acrobats, more than
jugglers, and bring a touch of
vaudeville to a contemporary
show.  Tickets are $35 for any
performance, Friday through
Sunday, February 21 through 23.
Please call them at 888-GO-
NJPAC or order online at
www.njpac.org.

*  *  *  *  *
On Saturday, February 22,

from 11a.m. to 1 p.m., The Town
Book Store of Westfield will host
local author Ingrid Wickelgren.
She will be there to promote her
new book, “Gene Masters: How
a New Breed of Scientific En-
trepreneurs Raced for the Big-
gest Prize in Biology.”  This book
deals with the contemporary hot
topic of the Human Genome
Project, and the intense rival-
ries and great uncertainty that
occurred in creating this scien-
tific breakthrough.

*  *  *  *  *
For some comic relief in stress-

ful times, Paula Poundstone will
help you escape with her perfor-
mance at the Community The-
atre of Morristown on Saturday,
February 22, at 8 p.m. This co-
medienne tells the truth and
makes it funny.  Tickets are $25
to $35. Please call (973) 539-
8008 for more information.

*  *  *  *  *
If she doesn’t do it for you,

perhaps George Carlin might.
He will be performing at the State
Theater, 15 Livingston Avenue,
in New Brunswick on Thursday,
February 20th, at 6PM and again
at 9PM.  Tickets will run you
from $28  to $58 for either show.
Leave the little ones home, even
if you attend the earlier perfor-
mance.  Please call them at (732)
246-7469.

*  *  *  *  *
The Ultimate Beauty Cook-

ing & Health Expo will be at the
Garden State Exhibit and Con-
vention Center in Somerset on
March 1st and 2nd.  Admission
is just $6 for adults, and $3 for
kids. From aromatherapy and all-
natural, herbal and vegetable-
based handmade soaps, to cook-
ing right, check out what’s new
in the world of healthy living.
For more information on what to
expect at this show, please call
the Center at (732) 469-4000.

music, began her NJSOpera mem-
bership in 1995 and she also per-
forming with the Celebration Sing-
ers in Cranford, where she serves on
the Board of Directors. She has been
singing in choirs throughout her
whole life.

When she was singing with the
Jersey City State Alumni Choir,
Marinaro, an alto, heeded the call
from the NJSOpera for prospective
members who could sing great cho-
ral works. She talked some friends
into becoming members and she has
never regretted her decision to join.

In fact, while she quipped that it isn’t
a “far stretch” for her, Marinaro will
portray an Italian villager as part of the
chorus in this weekend’s production.

“I have to admit that it’s a big
group. Some people have been there
since the 1800s,” she joked, “many
are coming or going, while some are
newer members. But, you do get to
know people pretty well.”

Marinaro even commented on the
joyous birth of Roth’s grandchild.

“I’ve been a member since 1996
and it has been a thrill-ride since the
beginning,” said DeJesus.

A true lover of the arts, she admit-
ted, “I love the stage. It’s my obses-
sion, not my profession.”

DeJesus remarked that while it is
far easier to complete a performance
entirely in English, because of the
requirement to become familiar with
foreign languages like Italian and
French, the challenge “requires a
higher level of commitment.”

Confessing that she had “abso-
lutely no idea what she was getting
herself into” when a NJSOpera mem-
ber persuaded her to audition,
DeJesus reported that she portrayed
Maria in The Sound of Music at an
Elizabeth community theater. She
knew true joy, however, when she
played the “Lady in Waiting” in the
NJSOpera’s rendition of Macbeth.

Any cut in arts funding by Gover-
nor James McGreevey, who served as
the ensemble’s Honorary Chairman,
would ruin NJSOpera’s programs.

As a member who assists the orga-
nization by planning fundraisers,
Roth knows such cuts would have
“a devastating impact.”

When asked about the move to
slash the arts, Marinaro reacted ve-
hemently, “I hate it. As usual, the first
thing they want to cut is the arts.”

Explaining how small commu-
nity choirs like the Celebration
Singers rely on state funding, she
said, “Short of having car washes
and bake sales, there’s really noth-
ing else we can do.”

“Whenever there’s an economic
crunch, the arts get cut,” said
DeJesus, adding that she strives to
break the myth that the opera is
stuffy and meant solely for an elite
audience, not affordable or meant
for “the average blue-collar people
who just want to see something new
and interesting.”

Cutting the arts will keep this myth
alive, believes DeJesus, leaving the
genre of opera upon “lofty altars”
where virtually no one can reach it.

“We have beautiful music in our
lives,” added Hynes. “It would be
the end of so much beauty.”

To obtain tickets to this weekend’s
performance by the NJSOpera, please
call (973) 623-5775.
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Kevin Gillburn
On a personal level, Gilburn de-

scribes his boss as an honest man
who is an open book.

“You know where you stand with
him at all times. I do love the guy,”
he said.

Gilburn explained that while
Elton’s lifestyle may be controver-
sial to the more conservative set, he
is extremely generous, kind, and
caring — the important traits in life
that cross all boundaries. And, he
has a wit that is no match for any
comedian.

Halley is a big part of Gilburn’s
life, too. This is a close team, where
loyalty is the key, and it is mutual.

Gilburn’s life has changed, but not
necessarily in a way one would ex-
pect.

“He has helped me to develop my
place in the world, and has shown me
an incredible side of the world that
few people get to see. I have confi-
dence, and a good sense of self. I can
do anything,” he said.

Knowing him, he sure can.

Oklahoma Production
Set at Edison School

WESTFIELD – Over 100 stu-
dents in cast and crew from Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) in
Westfield will present the spring
musical, Oklahoma, on Thursday,
March 20, at 4 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, March 21 and 22, at 7:30
p.m.

Rogers and Hammerstein’s first
collaboration, Oklahoma is set in a
Western, Indian territory just after
the turn of the century, when the
high-spirited rivalry between lo-
cal farmers and cowboys becomes
the backdrop of a love story be-
tween a cowboy and farm girl.

Tickets will be sold on Tuesday,
March 11, in the EIS auditorium
lobby, at $8 for advanced sale and
$10 at the door for the evening
performances. Matinee tickets are
$3 for adults and $1 for students.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-6134.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 POPCORNS

Only the novice or especially dys-
peptic film critic could revel in find-
ing fault with How to Lose a Guy in
10 Days. It would be too easy, and for
all the wrong reasons. Taking to task,
Director Donald Petrie’s floppy-
eared throwback to the romantic
comedies of yesteryear would be like
giving a bunny a hard time for not
being a lion.

Fact is, sometimes we could use
the company of a nice fluffy bunny,
perhaps to offset the discomfort of
terrorists popping out of our ham-
pers or to drown out the confused din
of disingenuous uncertainty that
used to be called the evening news.

And while this silly farce about
two career-driven Generation X’ers
tossed together by their overween-
ing ambition isn’t a particularly great
bunny rabbit, it does have its warm
and fuzzy moments.

It all starts with the eye candy, two
very pretty faces made even cuter by
their alliterative names. Kate Hudson
stars as Andie Anderson, “How To”
columnist for “Composure” maga-
zine, while Matthew McConaughey
is Benjamin Barry, advertising ex-
ecutive. Both are confident and full
of bravado.

And to further prove the point, the
formulaic screenplay supplies each
of them with two sycophantic office
pals to both adore and support them
in their exploits. That’s where you’ll
find the film’s better performances.

You see, Hudson and
McConaughey can’t be bothered
with serious acting here. They’re too
busy being larger than life carica-
tures. And while the duo can’t hold
a candle to movie stars Doris Day
and Rock Hudson in “Pillow Talk”
(1959), the modern era icon of the
genre, they do issue a respectful nod.

But no matter...the product is the
same. Veiled or otherwise, dear reader,
it’s sex. In fact, it’s the sexual arro-
gance of youth that precipitates the
two wagers that comprise this film’s
whimsical plot. Vying for steward-
ship of a new account his ad agency
is wooing, Ben bets his boss that he
can get a woman—any woman—to
fall in love with him in 10 days.

Mind you, it has nothing to do
wi th  how good  he’d  be  a t
husbanding the much sought af-
ter DeLauer Diamond account.
But who cares? Playing by this
movie’s fanciful rules, that’d be
just fine with his boss, portrayed
by a sadly underutilized Robert
Klein. If Ben can do it, the ac-
count is his.

Andie’s bet is just as absurd. Feel-
ing stifled in her “how to” role as the
Cosmo-like glossy, Miss Hudson’s
character wants to write about seri-
ous stuff, such as her blueprint for
world peace. Y’know, she has a
master’s degree, we are dutifully
apprised.

Thus, inspired by a gal pal with
a penchant for scaring guys away,
the writer hatches this proposition:
What if she were to pen an article
entitled “How to Lose a Guy in 10
Days” with herself as the guinea
pig?

The deal is, it would be her last
“How To” column. She would lasso
a young man and then proceed to
commit every courtship no-no in
the book, until, at long last, Mr.
Right had no recourse but to flee.

In return for such first-person mar-
tyrdom, her employer would hence-
forth let her write about whatever
she wished.

Needless to note, Andie’s with-it
boss, portrayed by Bebe Neuwirth
with customary funkiness and pe-
rennially attired in coolie jacket to
prove it, gives said gambit the go-
ahead. Well, what’d you expect? This
is the movies.

And while we’re all exercising our
suspension of disbelief for the sake
of entertainment, big time, what are
the odds that both these gambling
ventures might intertwine? But they
do. If they didn’t, there would be no
movie.

Of course it’s absurd. Yet that’s all
a part of it. Just how much illogical-
ity and nonsense we’re willing to
accept depends a good deal on how
bright the frivolity glows. And it
glimmers with fairly decent incan-
descence here.

But there’s another factor: Is the
filmmaker making us a witting part-
ner in the fantasy, or doth he dis us by
trying to palm off his effort as well-
constructed cinema?

So long as we’re made to feel that
we’re in on the joke, as is the case
with “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,”
then the film earns temporary for-
giveness for its sins. Said dispensa-
tion allows us to enjoy the movie
with a secure air of snootiness, en-
couraging us to point out the inher-
ent foibles of the genre as we none-
theless giggle at the folderol.

Scoring only about a 5.5 on the
romantic chemistry scale but a full
10 on the tooth brightness meter,
Andie and Ben go through the usual
motions once the contrived plot is in
play and the deviously conceived
dating begins. You know the rou-
tine.

Each smirkily thinks they’re in
control of the situation. And so once
Andie has Ben hooked, or at least
thinks she has, the lass can’t help but
get a swelled ego. She even feels a
little bad. But not that bad. She has
proceeded to commit every relation-
ship faux pas she knows. Yet Ben
tenaciously hangs on.

Gee, she muses to herself, he must
really be nuts about me. Why else
would he put up with my antics,
which includes horning in on his
sacred guys night out card game?

Of course we know better. Still, at
times it’s like watching a profes-
sional wrestling match. Only, in-
stead of wishing we could alert the
good guy that the bad guy is about
to hit him with a chair, we feel help-
less in not being able to warn either
party of the other’s evil intention.

We wonder: How can she stand his
swaggering ways? How can he put
up with her mercurial changes in
temperament? ‘Break up with the
creep,’ we silently urge. And then we
remember that, for at least 10 days,
their fortunes are inextricably tied.
There is money and fame at stake.

As the relationship seesaws, Andie
and Ben take turns being the bad guy.
We root for one, and then the other.
And then, right on schedule, it hap-
pens. It wasn’t supposed to be. Re-
member? It was just a bet, a double-
barreled ruse perpetrated for personal
profit. But here it is just the same, and
apparently in full bloom...the real
thing. Or is it?

So the question is, what will hap-
pen when both Andie and Ben find
that they’ve each fallen for someone
as conniving and duplicitous as them-
selves. After all, they say love con-
quers all. Must be something to it.
Especially if it can make even a de-
cidedly mediocre movie like How to
Lose a Guy in 10 Days somewhat
entertaining.

*  *  *  *  *
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,

rated PG-13, is a Paramount Pic-
tures release directed by Donald
Petrie and stars Kate Hudson, Mat-
thew McConaughey and Thomas
Lennon. Running time: 116 min-
utes.

WHS Will Present
Pirates of Penzance

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Drama and Mu-
sic Departments will present the Gil-
bert and Sullivan operetta, The Pi-
rates of Penzance, on Thursday,
March 13, at 7 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, March 14 and 15 at 8 p.m.

The production, which will include
33 WHS students, will be filled with
Gilbert and Sullivan favorites, such as
“Poor Wandering One,” “I Am A Pirate
King,” and “Modern Major General.”

The Pirates of Penzance will be pre-
sented under the direction of Joe Nierle
and Bill Mathews with Roy Chambers
as set designer and scenic artist.

For tickets, please call the WHS
Drama and Music Departments at
(908) 789-4549.

GOVERNOR McGREEVEYGOVERNOR McGREEVEYGOVERNOR McGREEVEYGOVERNOR McGREEVEYGOVERNOR McGREEVEY
The State House, P.O. Box 001, Tren-

ton, 08625, (609) 292-6000 • e-mail
through www.state.nj.us/governor

SENATE and CONGRESSSENATE and CONGRESSSENATE and CONGRESSSENATE and CONGRESSSENATE and CONGRESS
• United States Senator Frank

Lautenberg (D), (202) 224-3224. No
e-mail or forwarding address available.

• United States Senator Jon Corzine
(D), 502 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C., 20510; (202)
224-4744; www.senate.gov/corzine;
send e-mail correspondence through
corzine.senate.gov/contact.cfm.

• United States Congressman Michael
Ferguson (R), 792 Chimney Rock Road,
Suite E, Martinsville, 08836, (908) 757-
7835 or fax (908) 757-7841 or 214
Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C.,
20515, (202) 225-5361 or fax (202)
225-9460, www.house.gov/ferguson.

NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE,NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE,NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE,NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE,NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE,
WESTFIELD (22nd DISTRICT)WESTFIELD (22nd DISTRICT)WESTFIELD (22nd DISTRICT)WESTFIELD (22nd DISTRICT)WESTFIELD (22nd DISTRICT)
• State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.

(R), 203 Elm Street, First Floor,
Westfield, 07090,   (908) 232-3673
or fax (908) 232-3345,
SenKean@njleg.org

• Assemblyman Eric Munoz (R),
57 Union Place, Suite No. 310,
Summit, 07901,  (908) 918-0414,
AsmMunoz@njleg.org

VOICE YOUR OPPOSITIONVOICE YOUR OPPOSITIONVOICE YOUR OPPOSITIONVOICE YOUR OPPOSITIONVOICE YOUR OPPOSITION
TTTTTO CUTO CUTO CUTO CUTO CUTTING TING TING TING TING THE ARTHE ARTHE ARTHE ARTHE ARTTTTTSSSSS

by sending an e-mail to:by sending an e-mail to:by sending an e-mail to:by sending an e-mail to:by sending an e-mail to:

ARTPride NEW JERSEYARTPride NEW JERSEYARTPride NEW JERSEYARTPride NEW JERSEYARTPride NEW JERSEY
• Go to www.artpridenj.com. Click

on “Action Alert.” Follow the instruc-
tions and an e-mail will be sent directly
to the state.

Maple Sugaring EventMaple Sugaring EventMaple Sugaring EventMaple Sugaring EventMaple Sugaring Event
Planned at ArboretumPlanned at ArboretumPlanned at ArboretumPlanned at ArboretumPlanned at Arboretum
SUMMIT -- On Saturday, Feb-

ruary 22, Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum  in Summit will sponsor a
Maple Sugaring Program.

Participants will learn how to
identify a Sugar Maple tree and
tap it for sap. Next, they will
watch the sap boil down into
syrup and have a taste test.

Hot apple cider, coffee and do-
nuts will be served and the Gar-
den Shop will be open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tour times at 9 to
10:15 a.m.; 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.;
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and 1 to
2:15 p.m.

Admission is $5 per person.
Children under 2 will receive
free admission. A pancake break-
fast will be served from 8 to 11
a.m. in the Education Center.
Breakfast fees are $5 for adults,
$3 for children. Pre-registration
is required for both the tour and
the breakfast.

For more information, please
call (908) 273-8787.
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During Most Heartbreaking Time, County
Art Program Offers Reprieve to Caregivers

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Caregivers
lose themselves, their basic needs
and their hopes when tending to the
shattered world of a loved one, who
is struggling with illness.

Watching his wife of 55 years
suffering with Alzheimer’s Disease,
Floyd Hewitt of Mountainside ad-
mitted that he was “bogged down”
by his caregiver responsibilities.

“She was an accountant,” Floyd
explained, “and she liked to color
with the coloring books. She still
reads, but beyond that, she can’t
really carry on a conversation.”

Floyd’s son, Jim, who lives in
Brooklyn, contacted Libby Reid,
who heads up a Union County
Board of Freeholders-sponsored
program entitled, “Care for
Caregivers,” which brings the arts
to the homes of fulltime family
caregivers of care recipients over
60 years of age.

Originally, the father and son
thought the program would be
bringing an element of recreational
therapy to the Hewitt household by
helping Mrs. Hewitt.

However, when Reid contacted
Sandy Frank, a Westfield artist who
participates in the county’s pro-
gram, Floyd realized that the out-
reach would be meant for him.

Already creatively-inclined,
Floyd told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood about the profound ben-
efits of the free program and how it
has renewed his energy.

While his wife had attended the
SAGE (Solutions for Older Adults &
Their Families) Spend-a-Day Adult
Day Health Center in Berkeley
Heights, Floyd repaired furniture at
a Sage workshop in Summit – a
creative outlet he still cherishes. He
reported that he also enjoys making
woodcarvings and once took a
course where he learned the basics
of watercolor painting.

Frank, Floyd revealed, has now
renewed his interest in watercolors.
Despite a winter cold he was bat-
tling, he managed to note his pride
in some “homework assignments”
or small paintings he looks forward
to sharing with Frank.

“She has been an encouragement
to me, which I found to be really
nice,” said Floyd. “She awakened
the incentive I had in trying to learn
the artwork.

“I’ve found myself ‘bogged
down,’ taking care of my wife,” he
continued. “I still read and do cross-
words. But, she (Frank) has piqued
my interest in painting again.”

Frank told The Leader/The Times,
“My focus is on making the
caregiver feel less stressed and to
provide some positive distraction
from the stresses, such as feelings of
loss, isolation, loss of capability
and a change in the relationship
with the sick family member.”

Frank said that the first step she
takes in the program is to do an
assessment. By observing the inter-
action between the caregiver and
the patient, Frank determines the
needs of the caregiver, as her pri-
mary concern.

In Floyd’s case, Frank used ele-
ments such as color, form and art to
facilitate the communication be-
tween Floyd and his wife.

“He has this joy of creating and
he’s very talented,” she said.

Gillburn Guides Elton
Down Yellow Brick Rd.
As His Travel Assistant

Oftentimes, Floyd’s son, David,
joins in the painting activities,
while Mrs. Hewitt looks on.

“His son sees his father is enjoy-
ing something and his wife is there
to observe in her own way,” said
Frank. “It seems to be a positive
experience for him. He doesn’t feel

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — How does a com-
monplace guy, with
roots in Westfield, wind
up working for one of
the most well known
entertainers in the
world?

Gilburn, Elton
John’s “Travel Assis-
tant,” was pursuing a
totally different career
path, when he received
a telephone call from
the sister of a friend
who just happened to
lease private jets to the
superstar.

Knowing his outgo-
ing personality and
his ability to work in
high-pressure situa-
tions, she thought he
would be perfect for
the job.

Twenty-four hours
later, Gillburn was
backstage in the Aus-
tin Arena in Texas, where he met
with Elton and his Director of Op-
erations, Bob Halley.

Gilburn laughed as he told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the in-
terview only lasted for 30 seconds.
He didn’t realize at the time that
this meeting was a formality to see
if the chemistry among the guys
was right. It was.

Five years later, what was sup-
posed to be a three-month gig turned
into a long-term job, and an excit-
ing new career for Gilburn.

Elton John

Kevin Gillburn

Continued on Page 17

WILL STATE OPERA HANG IN BALANCE WITHOUT ARTS FUNDING?

Some of Our Neighbors Are Singing
Their Hearts Out in NJ State Opera

Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – They hail from
all walks of life. Lawyers, funeral
directors, doctors, and mothers by
day – opera stars on Sunday nights.

Stretching the acoustic bound-
aries of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, these New Jersey State
Opera (NJSOpera) members include
Westfield residents Kathleen
Nemeth and Joanne Roth, as well as
Helen Hynes, Carmelyn Marinaro
and Margareth DeJesus of Scotch
Plains.

At press time, the NJSOpera was
going to begin full rehearsals for
their next concert on Friday and
Sunday, February 21 and 23, at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s
Prudential Hall, featuring the thun-
derous Cavalleria Rusticana by
Pietro Mascagni and Pagliacci by
Ruggiero Leoncavallo.

Pagliacci will include the vocals
of the Opera’s Children’s Chorus,
headed by Terrill Middle School’s
Vocal Teacher Mary Lu Farrell.
These Terrill students will share the
same responsibilities as regular
NJSOpera members – the memori-

zation all of the pieces and the abil-
ity to articulate all of the verses in
Italian.

The NJSOpera was established in
1964 as the Opera Theatre of
Westfield — performing at
Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School – and
shortly underwent the name change
to the Opera Theatre of New Jersey.
In 1974, the official name — The
New Jersey State Opera was given.

Before she joined the Opera seven
years ago, Nemeth was a member of
The Oratorio Singers at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

She learned of the Opera when its
Board Member Eileen Jacobs of
Westfield told her that the ensemble
would be performing a concert in-
stead of an opera. Jacobs convinced
her to sing in the production. Those
who sang in the concert were in-
vited to “stay on,” and Nemeth
agreed to do so.

“I didn’t know anything about
opera before joining,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. “The mu-
sic itself is beautiful, challenging
and satisfying. Being a part of the
Opera has enriched my life im-
mensely.”

A busy mother of three young
children, Nemeth said, “If ever I had
to quit, I would definitely miss it,
but I would always be grateful that
I had the opportunity to sing with
the Opera.”

As a member of the Choral Arts
Society of New Jersey and its Busi-
ness Manager, Roth was asked to
lend her talents to the NJSOpera’s
past performances of Samson and
Delilah and Mascagni’s Iris. Com-
bine this experience with having
just witnessed Carmen at The Met-
ropolitan Opera House, Roth
couldn’t help but fall in love with
opera and, more specifically, the
NJSOpera.

Roth has since been enchanted
by the tasks juggled by Opera mem-
bers. From the elaborate costumes,
challenging vocals and expressive Continued on Page 17

Boycotter des produits françaissBoycotter des produits françaissBoycotter des produits françaissBoycotter des produits françaissBoycotter des produits françaiss

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In light of France’s reluctance to support the United States’ position
on Saddam Hussein and Iraq, I’ve taken a
couple of friendly jabs from friends and
Italian relatives about my last name. In-
deed, it is French and means “The Weight of
Wine,” but more people consider it an ex-
tension of Jacques Chirac and his spineless
jellyfish of a country’s continuous dodging
of support to the U.S. We French are called
“no-good traitors” and “frogs” all over the
Internet, while the sale of French wines and
cheeses are plummeting all over the world.

Regular American customers of Internet
cheese companies like fromages.com are
telling executives that because of the
country’s stand on Iraq, they’re purse-strings will remain tied. The
International Herald Tribune in France sarcastically reported on
February 15 that U.S. Congressmen have persuaded Americans to
cancel their plans to attend the Paris Air Show.

While I am not necessarily turning my back on my roots (some
recent genealogical research indicates that my ancestors actually
hailed from Guernsey on the Channel Islands – not France), I have
personally decided to join many other Americans in boycotting the
use and purchase of any French-made products.

Restaurants like Lentini’s on the Big Apple’s Upper East Side
have poured French wines into their gutters, where they belong,
and offered Italian wines instead. Though L’Oreal’s postal address
is listed as Westfield, as a former employee of the corporation, I
know that the monies poured into this company’s cosmetic and
haircolor/haircare products strongly benefit the Mother Country.
Therefore, I will not purchase any product by L’Oreal, Lancôme,
Garnier Laboratories, or merchandise from any other subsidiaries.

How effective will such a boycott be? Hitting the pocketbook of
a spineless nation sends a clear-cut message. President George W.
Bush made this clear during his first speech after the dreaded 9/11:
“You are either with us or you are against us.” France has made it
clear where it stands. Now, consumers must make it just as clear
where their support lies – “You are either an American or a traitor.”

The United States has stalwartly maintained itself as an ally to France,
defending the nation and giving it a spine when it certainly couldn’t find
its own. That search obviously continues in France. Chirac had promised
me in a letter after 9/11 that France would do everything in its power to
stand behind the United States of America. I was shocked, but pleased.
Now, I realize how naive I must have seemed.

Now that the France’s crocodile tears of sympathy for the U.S.

    Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THERAPEUTIC ARTISANS...Floyd Hewitt of Westfield blends water and paint
to create his own watercolor masterpiece as artist Sandy Frank of Westfield gives
some helpful guidance. The collaboration is part of the “Care for Caregivers”
program, sponsored by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEARNING BY EXAMPLE...Sandy Frank, right, shows Floyd Hewitt some of
her techniques and studies, while he works diligently on his watercolor. Floyd’s
wife watched the creative process unfold.

like he’s neglected her because she
is beside him.”

Recently, Frank explained, she
was speaking with Floyd about their
final appointment scheduled for last
Wednesday. Floyd told her about
his paintings and Frank could tell,
“that he was very excited about
doing it.”

Frank also extends her offer to aid
caregivers when speaking to senior
citizens centers and YMCAs, such
as the Union Y and Westfield Y,
about the “Care for Caregivers” pro-
gram.

In another case, Frank is helping
a woman, who is caring for her sick
mother. Three generations – the pa-
tient, daughter and granddaughter
– are able to reap the programs’
benefits, which, according to Frank,
include providing a “refresher” so
that the caregiver “can go back into
the trenches.”

If Governor James McGreevey’s
budget plan, which would elimi-
nate the State Council on the Arts
and other cultural organizations,
might also put an end to the county’s
program, which Floyd and so many
others have come to value.

According to Reid, even though
the program falls under the umbrella

of the county’s Division on Aging,
she isn’t quite sure if the Governor’s
spending plan might give the ax to
such programs.

Coming Next Week:
• • • • • Former resident Roberta IsleibFormer resident Roberta IsleibFormer resident Roberta IsleibFormer resident Roberta IsleibFormer resident Roberta Isleib

explains the fine art of golfing andexplains the fine art of golfing andexplains the fine art of golfing andexplains the fine art of golfing andexplains the fine art of golfing and
gives the game a murderous twistgives the game a murderous twistgives the game a murderous twistgives the game a murderous twistgives the game a murderous twist
in her mysterin her mysterin her mysterin her mysterin her mystery noy noy noy noy novvvvvels.els.els.els.els.

• Have the television shows• Have the television shows• Have the television shows• Have the television shows• Have the television shows
offered up by the networks beenoffered up by the networks beenoffered up by the networks beenoffered up by the networks beenoffered up by the networks been
bombs or Godsends? Pen & Inkbombs or Godsends? Pen & Inkbombs or Godsends? Pen & Inkbombs or Godsends? Pen & Inkbombs or Godsends? Pen & Ink
will tell you what shows shouldwill tell you what shows shouldwill tell you what shows shouldwill tell you what shows shouldwill tell you what shows should
take their final bows and whattake their final bows and whattake their final bows and whattake their final bows and whattake their final bows and what
shows are golden.shows are golden.shows are golden.shows are golden.shows are golden.

TTTTTo contact A&E, please e-o contact A&E, please e-o contact A&E, please e-o contact A&E, please e-o contact A&E, please e-
mail ae@goleader.com!mail ae@goleader.com!mail ae@goleader.com!mail ae@goleader.com!mail ae@goleader.com!

This handsome, unassuming guy
is no stranger to the stage.

Once determined to find his place
in the world of performing
arts, he studied acting with
Academy Award-winning
actresses Sandy Dennis
and Geraldine Page at
Berghoff Studios in New
York City. He landed an
audition with Cher for
Mask, and he was cast in
several minor roles in mov-
ies and television. He has
also done voice-overs.

Having been on both
sides of the showbiz
world, Gilburn definitely
likes this one better. He
describes the other side
as a “grueling, hateful
business.”

His parents, John and
Ruth Gilburn were mar-
ried at Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in
Westfield in 1954.

Ruth (nee Garabrant)
is a graduate of Westfield High
School. The couple lived in
Westfield (coincidentally right
above the former offices of The
Westfield Leader), until their fam-
ily outgrew the space where
Gilburn’s oldest brother was born.

Gilburn’s favorite part of his job
is definitely the travel. He has been
all over the world with Elton, but
his favorite place is Italy, where he
loves the warmth of the culture.

“The fans are the funniest part of
the job,” Gilburn said. “People are
obsessed.”

He illustrated this point with tales
of fans tracking him down at home,
and even asking him for some of
Elton’s trash to take home.

“When you see 30,000 people
jumping out of their skins at his
concerts, or see the adoration and
love of his fans as he walks into a
restaurant,” Gilburn said, “you real-
ize that Elton is so many things to
so many people. And it just takes a
song to do that.”

Most of the time, however, Elton
is simply Gilburn’s boss.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The corner office at the top of the
corporate totem pole. The headliner
in the high school play. Success
doesn’t happen overnight – that is,
unless you are
Nia Vardalos,
whose life story
was the basis of
the surprise box
office smash My
Big Fat Greek
Wedding.

The movie,
which was up
against some of
H o l l y w o o d ’s
heaviest hitters – Signs, Austin Pow-
ers in Goldmember and XXX – and
will be turned into a CBS sitcom,
“My Big Fat Greek Life,” has made
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canadian
Vardalos a leading lady overnight.

Named after her grandmothers,
Antonia Eugenia Vardalos, she is a
graduate of Ryerson University’s
School of Acting. She had earned a
scholarship to the school after a
standout performance at the Rain-
bow Stage, a reputable Canadian the-
atre company.

Next, Vardalos became a veteran of
the renowned Second City Theater
Troupe in both Toronto and Chicago.
But, her lucky star did not land until
her talent was backed by two Holly-
wood power-players.

Tom Hanks’ wife, Rita Wilson, had
seen Vardalos’ one-woman play based
on her Greek family’s adventures, My
Big Fat Greek Wedding, and decided
to tell Tom about it. Smitten by her
moxie, honesty and playwriting skills,
the couple decided to produce
Vardalos’ story as a movie. Even
though film executives insisted that
a more famous actress play Vardalos’
character, she insisted to play herself
and she stood by her scriptwriting
when executives wanted to adjust it.

Just because she’s wide-eyed,
giggles about the conundrums around
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acting, she is surely a proud mem-
ber.

“I’ve sung with lots of choral
groups, but with the New Jersey
State Opera, you become closer to
people. I don’t really know how to
explain it,” she said.

Still, she offered that her peers
knew she was anticipating the birth
of a new grandchild because she
was toting supplies for a baby blan-
ket she was making.

“They probably already know the
baby has been born,” laughed Roth,
adding the members go through
such an intense experience of eat-
ing, rehearsing, trying on costumes,
and other tasks together that they
become like a family.

Hynes, who moved to Scotch
Plains from Massachusetts over 30
years ago, learned about the
NJSOpera while reading an ad in
The Westfield Leader. A widow and
mother of five children, she reported
that she won a singing contest when
she was only six years of age, and
was performing the challenging
works of Gilbert and Sullivan at 18.

Now, Hynes works as a secretary
for the NJSOpera and is continu-
ously amazed and proud of the de-
votion shown by her peers. She con-
siders Principal Conductor and Ar-
tistic Director Alfredo Silipigni to
be the “best interpreter of opera.”

DeJesus agreed, “He knows that
you can give 10 percent, but he
wants you to give 110 percent of
yourself. He’s a tough man that
knows what everyone is capable of
and he pushes you even further.”

Nemeth added, “Maestro
Silipigni picks great voices and
professionals to work with. He
knows that even though we are not
being paid, he expects us to perform
on the level of the professionals.”

Being a member of the NJSOpera,
said Hynes, gives her the opportu-
nity to “go into another century”
while performing.

“It has certainly made my life
richer,” she said.

Marinaro, who holds degrees in

Nia Vardalos

AREA – Men of all ages who enjoy
singing are invited to join The
Rahway Valley “Jerseyaires” Chorus
during a special “Guest Night” on
Monday, March 3, at 8 p.m. in
Roosevelt School, 811 St. Georges
Avenue (between Stanton Street and
Lake Avenue) in Rahway.

The Jerseyaires is a non-profit mu-
sical and educational organization of
the Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop Quar-
tet Singing in America, Inc.

For more information, please call
(973) 467-1656, (908) 272-1503,
(732) 494-3580 or visit
www.geocities.com/rvjerseyaires.

Jerseyaires Seek New
Male Voices to Chime In,
Schedule ‘Guest Night’

Continued on Page 17


