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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
MINDOWASKIN ON ICE…Westfielders took their ice skates and ice hockey equipment to Mindowaskin Pond in
Westfield in January. Pictured, above, ice hockey players wait for the missing puck. This was the first time the pond was
opened for skating since 1984.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CALL TO DUTY…In February, fire departments from around Union County
responded to a fire on Rivervale Court in Scotch Plains. The fire was started by workmen
in the apartment complex. Pictured above are Westfield firemen venting the roof.

Photo Courtesy of Karen Clarkson
THE SOLEMNITY OF SNOW...On Presidents’ Day, blankets of snow covered
the September 11 memorial in Westfield. The snowstorm, which has been
named the Blizzard of 2003, didn’t subside until late in the day.

Tola Baran for The Westfield Leader
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School Blue Devils Boys
Swimming Team captured the 19th State Championship, tying the team with an
all-time New Jersey State record with Trenton. The team stole the champion-
ship away from Cherry Hill East, 109-61.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN SHEARS…Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert Petix and
Westfield Board of Education President Arlene Gardner, center, ceremoni-
ously cut the ribbon to open Westfield High School’s new science wing. Looking
on are Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott, State Assemblyman Eric Munoz and
past and present members of the Board of Education.
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Panera Bread
Is Robbed

At Gunpoint
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three men robbed Panera Bread
on East Broad Street Monday night,
after confronting an employee at
approximately 10:10 p.m. as he was
taking out the garbage. The employee
was then ushered inside, where he
and three other workers were tied up
and duct taped.

The three suspects took approxi-
mately $8,000 from the store safe, as
well as money from two of the vic-
tims and a gold chain belonging to
one of the victims, according to Cap-
tain Clifford Auchter of the Westfield
Police Department.

The victims subsequently managed
to untie themselves and called 911
from a cell phone. One victim sus-
tained a minor injury.

One of the assailants was described
as a Hispanic male, approximately 5
feet and 8 inches tall, wearing a
black jacket and a black ski mask. A
second was described as a black male,
approximately 6 feet tall, wearing a
black ski mask, while the third was
said to be a black male wearing a
black jacket. The perpetrators have
not been captured.

WF Chooses Redevelopment Agency; SP Begins SID Process;
Board of Ed. Budgets Pass in All Towns in First Half of 2003

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL,
ELIZABETH CORRELL, LAUREN S.

PASS and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s note: The following is a
recap of the top news of the first half
of 2003 for Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Fanwood.  The
second half of 2003 will be featured
in next week’s edition.

January
Mayor Gregory McDermott dis-

cussed the need for parking, pedes-
trian safety and field improvements
during his annual State of the Town
Address. He announced that eight
firms had answered the Town’s RFQs,
and they would be interviewed this
year.

“I anticipate that there will be a
shovel in the ground this year but it
will not be for a parking deck – it will
be for a structure that incorporates
the varied economic and aesthetic
elements that best serve the needs of
this community now and in the years
to come,” the mayor said.

At the annual Reorganization
Meeting held on New Year’s Day at
Fanwood Borough Hall, Joel
Whitaker was reelected as Council
President, and Mayor Louis Jung
administered the Oath of Office for
three members of the Fire Depart-
ment, including Fire Chief Richard
Regenthal, First Lieutenant Mark
Ettore and Second Lieutenant Steve
Szanto.  After winning reelection in
November, Councilman Stuart Kline
began his seventh year on the council
while Councilman David Trumpp
continued in his position, after serv-
ing six months after filling the posi-
tion made vacant by the passing of
Councilwoman Carol Wood, and
Councilman Andrew Calamaras be-
gan his position, after winning his
first term on the governing body.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil returned to full Republican con-
trol on January 1 with the swearing-
in of Frank Rossi, Nancy Malool and
Carolyn Sorge. They joined fellow
Republicans Paulette Coronato, who
was chosen as Deputy Mayor for
2003, and Mayor Martin Marks.
Shortly after the council’s reorgani-
zation meeting, during which he de-
livered an address that focused on
the need for property tax reform,
Mayor Marks said he was interested
in becoming a candidate for either
the State Assembly or Senate in the
November legislative elections.

Councilmen Paul Mirabelli and
Keith Turner were both sworn in for
their new three-year terms in
Mountainside. Councilman Mirabelli
has served the borough for six years,
and Councilman Turner has served
the borough for 12.

Saying that 2003 “will be the most
difficult budget year facing Scotch
Plains” in his 23 years on the job,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
warned the council that, in order to
avoid significant property tax in-
creases to finance this year’s munici-
pal budget, it might have to consider
possible reductions in services and
potentially mandatory workforce re-
ductions.

The Westfield Town Council de-
cided to postpone a vote on the trans-
fer of a liquor license, which was
previously held by Sinclair’s Restau-
rant, and was being sought for pur-
chase by Fujiama Mama.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that there were issues with the
license and Town Code. He said that
the code prohibits alcohol to be served
at a counter, and because the restau-
rant has a sushi bar and service bar,
this would not comply with the code.

Mountainside resident and Presi-
dent of the Mountainside Board of
Education, Richard Kress, had been
notified that he would be called to
appear before the Supreme Court
Disciplinary Review Board (DRB).

The Westfield Board of Education
heard from several residents, who
staunchly supported the reinstate-
ment of middle school sports. Others
spoke about finding room in the bud-
get for funding of the ice hockey and
girls’ lacrosse teams.

At this time, the board drew some
heat, as a few members of the public
voiced concern that the board was
not paying attention to them. One
Westfield resident pointed out that
the board president and vice-presi-
dent were talking during a resident’s
time at the microphone.

With the resignation of Third Ward
Democrat councilman Kevin Walsh,
David Haas was appointed to fill the
vacated seat.

Westfield Town Administrator
James Gildea announced that the
Redevelopment Project Review
Committee had narrowed the appli-
cants down to three teams, out of the
seven that were interviewed. These
companies would receive the Re-
quest For Proposals (RFP) for the
redevelopment of the South Side
Train Station lot and Elm/Prospect
Street lot.

The three lead companies,
AmericanProperties of Woodbridge,
Matrix Development Group, and
Nassau HKT Associates received the
RFP and were given one month to
complete them.

Residents of Mountainside were
concerned because Valerie Saunders,
a 20-year employee, did not have her
contract as a zoning official renewed
for 2003.

The Scotch Plains council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing the
signing of an agreement with
Fanwood to formalize the operation
of the long-awaited shuttle bus ser-
vice between the Fanwood train sta-
tion and various points in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. It was expected
that the service would be operational
within a few months, but at year’s
end, matters were still in limbo and
further decisions will be carried over
into 2004.

The Scotch Plains council also
gave brief consideration to a pro-
posal that would charge local non-
profit organizations a user fee for
their sewer use. But the initiative
stalled four months later, after fig-
ures provided to the township coun-
cil showed that the costs to the town-
ship and more specifically, the tax-
payers were less than anticipated.

Robert Fairchild, a resident of the
Borough of Mountainside, donated a
defibrillator to the borough in
memory of his wife, Josephine.

Fanwood’s Mayor Jung stated that
the downtown revitalization project
would remain the administration’s
top priority for the year. Also listed
as a priority were the borough’s two
parks, with planned renovation and
expansion of the Forest Road Park
building for senior and general pub-
lic use, and possible realignment of
the ball field and improvement of
operations of the skate park at
LaGrande Park.

February
Former Scotch Plains Treasurer

William Polidore, who embezzled
$332,000 in township funds, was re-
leased from a state prison on Febru-
ary 21 after serving a sentence of
slightly more than 13 months. Mr.
Polidore, who served in his township
government post for about two years,
was arrested in April 2001 and
charged with embezzlement. He
pleaded guilty that summer and in
January 2002 was sentenced to five
years in prison.

The Westfield school board pro-
posed a 6.5 percent tax increase and
a $65,452,158 budget.

A unanimous decision to reject a
subdivision application for 193 Cot-
tage Place was made by the Westfield
Planning Board.

The Fanwood council tentatively
approved a new contract with PBA
123, the police union, for a new four-

year contract.
Westfield Republican Chairman

Jon Bramnick won his bid for the
Assembly seat vacated by Tom Kean
Jr.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
was slightly damaged by a February
26 fire that led to its closing for two
weeks and affected the building’s
heating system.

The Fanwood council announced
plans to lease borough property for
$27,000 per year to a communica-
tions company that would construct
and use a communications tower.

Mountainside Board of Education
members Frank Geiger and Mary
Beth Schaumberg announced their
candidacy for reelection against
Linda Esemplare, Patricia Knodel
and Pauline Genakos. Two open seats
were available.

Twenty inches of snow that fell on
Presidents Day shut down the state.

The Fanwood Land Use Ordinance
was amended to restrict use of deco-
rative lights by retailers.

Eight Westfield candidates com-
peted for a chance at one of four seats
on the Board of Education.

The three-year terms up for grabs
had belonged to Dr. Carol Molnar,
Kimberly Rhodes and Anne Riegel.

Vying for those three seats were:
incumbents Mrs. Rhodes, Mrs. Riegel
and Beth Cassie, who was filling in
for the un-expired term of Lisa Alter.

Dr. Molnar decided not to run for
reelection, having served the com-
munity for 15 years as a member of
the school board.

However, joining the incumbents
for a chance at a three-year term
were candidates Kenneth Sumner and
Bruce Regenstreich.

Candidates running to fill the one-
year un-expired term of Mrs. Alter
included newcomers Gerald
Fahrenthold, Bruce Johnson and Julia
Burnett Walker.

Mayor Robert Viglianti stated that
the Borough of Mountainside was
able to use un-appropriated funds
from the 2002 snow removal budget
for 2003, just in time for the major
snowstorm that passed through the
area on Sunday, February 16, and
Monday, February 17. The mayor
also noted that since New Jersey
Governor James McGreevy declared
a state of emergency for that Monday
and Tuesday, there might be some
state funds to offset the cost of snow
removal for that storm.

Details of the jitney bus shuttle
service were discussed at a Fanwood
council meeting, including person-
nel and advertising.

Raymond Manfra, Fanwood Di-
rector of Public Works, celebrated
40 years of employment with the
borough.

March
In advance of the introduction of

the 2003 municipal budget, Scotch
Plains Mayor Marks warned resi-
dents they were facing “one of the
largest, if not the largest, tax in-
creases in Scotch Plains history,”
saying that the rise in the municipal
portion of local property taxes was
likely to be a double-digit hike.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved a tentative 2003 budget of
$27,990,304, which included a tax
increase of 3.86 cents per $100 of
assessed home value. On the average
assessed home of $180,000, this in-
crease came out to $69.50.

A resolution was passed allowing
Mountainside Borough employees
to receive financial incentives by
waiving their employee health cov-
erage.

John Morgan was hired as
Westfield’s second Parking Director.

CBS MarketWatch, in a survey
based on an analysis of census, hous-
ing, education and other data, named
Scotch Plains as the nation’s most
undervalued town.

Westfield Town Administrator
James Gildea announced that he re-
ceived a letter from Westfield Me-
morial Library Director Barbara
Thiele announcing her retirement,
effective June 1. Mrs. Thiele had
been at the Westfield Library for 19
years.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment approved plans to con-
vert the Park Place Diner at the cor-
ner of Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road into a healthcare facility. The
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care, which operates similar
facilities elsewhere in Union County,
will build a 30-bed hospice care fa-
cility.

Westfield celebrated its 100th an-
niversary as a town.

Unanimously, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment voted to deny the ap-
plication of the Prospect Gardens
project. The owner, Kenneth Goski,
had proposed to build 10 townhouses
at 247 to 259 Prospect Street, be-
tween Cowperthwaite and Ferris
Places, and sought 13 variances to be
approved by the board.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja was presented a gold

watch for 25 years of service to the
borough at Mountainside’s monthly
meeting.

An ordinance was passed banning
advertising on municipal vehicles in
Fanwood.

The Fanwood mayor and council
held a meeting with Comcast to dis-
cuss rate increases and programming
changes.

April
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times re-
leased last edition from the Elm Street
office.

The Scotch Plains council intro-
duced its 2003 municipal budget,
which called for a 3.2 percent in-
crease in spending and an 18-point
hike in the municipal portion of local
property taxes. Township officials
said the steep tax rise was necessi-
tated by a state aid freeze, rising
fixed costs, declining revenue, low
returns on investments and the gen-
erally weak economy.

Former Union County Prosecutor

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
NO APRIL FOOL…Jason Carle of
Outragehiss Animals gives
Mountainside residents a close look at
his Burmese python.
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Wed til 4 pm, Closed Christmas Day 
Thu-Sun 9am-5pm •Weather permitting

We’re halving...

...A Party

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

50%  Off 
Holiday

Giftware
12/24-12/31

 $2  OFF
Any Poinsettia 

(over $10)

Sn4

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

Hey! Last Chance
For Giftcards

We’re having a price halving party and 
you are invited! Beginning this 
Wednesday at 9 am all of our Holiday 
Giftware, Flags, Lights, Candles, 
Inflatables and many other items will be 
50% Off.  (Sorry but this does not 
include Christopher Radko Ornaments). 

We are closed Christmas Day but will 
be open again to continue the Sale on 
the 26th. (Denise tells me I better not 
cut her photo again or there’ll be 
trouble)

 
50% Off

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

First Half of 2003 Recapped for WF, SP, MS and FW

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
To AllTo AllTo AllTo AllTo All

From The Staff ofFrom The Staff ofFrom The Staff ofFrom The Staff ofFrom The Staff of
the Westfield Leaderthe Westfield Leaderthe Westfield Leaderthe Westfield Leaderthe Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TimesThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood TimesThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood TimesThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood TimesThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Horace

Fred
Dave

Michelle
Ben
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Rob

Mike

Karen

Betsey Burgdorf, Michael Bartiromo, Robert Connelly, Horace Corbin,
David Corbin, Ben Corbin, Karen Hinds, Fred Lecomte, Lauren Pass,
Michelle Le Poidevin and Suzette Stalker

Correspondents and Photographers: Fred Rossi, Brad Tinfrow, Eliza-
beth Correll, Ed Cooney, Michael Goldberger, Steve Krakauer, Patrick
Connor, Kim Broadwell, Dale Neseman, Michelle Schackman,
Marylou Morano, K. Spellman Cort, Susan Dougherty, Carol Davis,
Andy Goldenberg, Matthew Robinson, Michael Shapiro, Matt Marino,
Elaine Vuono, Jim O’Connor, Michael Pollack, Jeff Siegel

and Santa Claus.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAPPY HANUKKAH...Families from the Torah Center in Westfield led by
Rabbi Block celebrated the lighting of the Menorah Sunday evening at the train
station in Westfield.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHRISTMAS JOY...The Christmas Nativity display was assembled last Satur-
day morning by the Knights of Columbus in Westfield at the train station.
Despite the chilly morning, the group enthusiatically mastered the complex
task.

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader

Contact our Sales Department to help you with your
advertising.  By creating and sending your own PDFs and
electronic files via e-mail, you can save on the production
cost of your ad.  The ad you produce is then streamlined

into our publication with the greatest possible speed,
accuracy and production values.

T: 908 232 4407  •  F: 908 232 0473  •  sales@goleader.com

Thomas Manahan was named to a
Judgeship.

With barely one-sixth of eligible
voters showing up at polling places,
the $59.8 million Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education budget
was approved by 197 votes. Incum-
bent board members Linda Nelson
and Thomas Russo were re-elected,
with Betty Ann Woerner winning
election to a first term.

Voters approve $68.8 million BOE
budget in Westfield. Voters also re-
elected Anne Riegel, Beth Cassie
and Kimberly Rhodes. Also elected
to a one-year term was Julia Burnett
Walker.

In an effort to inject some re-
newed energy into Scotch Plains
downtown development, the coun-
cil began serious discussions about
establishing a Special Improvement
District (SID) in the central busi-
ness district. The council received
two proposals from consultants on
establishing a SID and marketing
the downtown area.

The first in a year longs worth of
hearings begin on Temple Emanu-
El’s parking lot proposal.

Announcing their uncontested bid
for reelection in the November race
were Republican Mayor, Robert
Viglianti and Council President,
William Lane. Newcomer, Robert
Messler filled the seat being vacated
by incumbent Thomas Perotta, who
chose not to run for a second term.

The Westfield Town Council de-
cided to change meter hours from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. to 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Traffic calming techniques were
recommended for the ShopRite grid
by Wilbur Smith Associates. Humps
and speed tables were recommended
at the T intersection at Benson Place
and South Chestnut Street.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved a $27,992,304 budget. On the
average assessed home of $180,000
the tax increase will be $69.50.

Voter turnout was 32 percent for
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion elections, which named Pat
Knodel and incumbent, Mary Beth
Schaumberg, winners of the two
seats.

The 2003-2004 Mountainside
school budget of $11,042,160 passed
with a margin of almost 200 votes.

The candidates for Westfield Town
Council were announced. First Ward
Republican Councilman Peter
Echausse was opposed by Democrat
Maureen Kehoe-Rothfelder. New-
comer Republican Jo Ann Neylan
faced off against Democrat David
Owens in the second ward. Third
Ward Democrat Councilman David
Haas was opposed by Republican
Mark Ciarrocca. Fourth Ward Demo-
crat Councilwoman Susan Jacobson
faced off against Republican James
Foerst.

The rodent problem continued,
with health officials offering advice
to residents on how to reduce attrac-
tion in Fanwood.

The Board of Education and the
Town Council of Westfield have
agreed to establish an Advisory Com-
mittee on Parking to help them de-

velop a long-term, comprehensive
plan to alleviate the problem and
pressures of student parking at the
high school.

The Fanwood Borough revealed
plans to construct an addition to the
Forest Road Park recreation build-
ing, to primarily serve as a senior
citizen meeting place.

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation held an emergency meeting to
discuss the transfer of funds within
the budget, and the construction at
Beechwood School. Paul Otto Con-
struction was hired to complete the
project.

May
The Westfield Town Council voted

to approve Nassau HKT Associates
of Princeton as the developer for the
parking decks at South Avenue and
Prospect and Elm Streets.

The Mountainside Council an-
nounced the 2003 budget for the
Borough at $8,224,026.33. The 2003
budget represents a tax rate increase
of 2.92 tax points.

After a public hearing lasting
more than three hours, the Scotch
Plains council approved the $18.58
million 2003 municipal budget that
will be funded mostly by an 18-
point increase in the local portion
of property taxes. More than two
dozen residents spoke publicly dur-
ing the hearing, which ended with
the council’s 5-0 vote just before
midnight and was held before the
largest crowd to attend a council
meeting in many years. Well over
100 residents crowded inside the
council chambers and another 40
or 50 people were forced to stand
and listen from the lobby of the
Municipal Building.

Councilman Frank Rossi opened
the hearing by holding up a flyer
mailed to all township residents by
the Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee urging them to attend the
budget hearing to express their op-
position to what the flyer termed an
18 percent property tax increase.
When he asked the audience how
many were attending because they
believed their property taxes were
going up by 18 percent, most people
raised their hands. Mr. Rossi claimed
the mailing had been misleading
and that the actual increase will
actually be significantly less. He
added that when the three entities
funded by property taxes “local gov-
ernment, county government and
the board of education” are com-
bined, the impact on the typical
property owner will be 8½ to 9
percent.

A public meeting was held to dis-
cuss Verizon’s bid to erect a cell
tower at the Fanwood Nature Center.
Emotions ran high at the two and a
half hour forum, with residents voic-
ing objections. A resolution was
passed at the monthly council meet-
ing rejecting the bid.

Mayor Louis Jung announced plans
to create a committee to review pro-
tection of the Nature Center, as well
as increase awareness about the fa-
cility.

Westfield Planning Board mem-
ber Victor Trzesniowski, 47, passed
away.

A unanimous decision was
granted by the Westfield Planning
Board to grant George Harbt a
resident of Rahway Avenue, and
the homeowner of 717 Hyslip Av-
enue, permission to demolish an
existing single-family home to
create two conforming single-fam-
ily lots. This decision was made
with two conditions proposed to
the homeowner as well as the de-
veloper, Michael Mahoney of MM
Real Estate Developers Incorpo-
rated.

A more extensive clean-up of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property be-
gan as local officials looked forward
to the site being turned into a passive
park. The clean-up involved the re-
moval of several dilapidated build-
ings and some environmental work.

Board of Education member, Pe-
ter Goggi was unanimously elected
the new Board of Education Presi-
dent. Sally Revieccio was named
Vice-President.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved their $1.97 million capital
budget on second reading. The capi-
tal budget includes $120,000 for a
parking lot behind the National Guard
Armory, $60,000 for carpet replace-
ment at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, over $200,000 in equipment
for the Police Department, $50,000
to update the currently shelved plans
to revamp Memorial Park, and many
other projects.

The council also approved a
$25,000 expense for the design and
improvements to their website
through the DWC.

The Scotch Plains Township Plan-
ning Board gave its approval for the
construction of an age-restricted
housing development on the so-called
Broadway tract. A total of 52 homes
will be built on the site between
Jerusalem Road and the Westfield
border.

The Westfield Board of Education
revolved around the heated debate
between parents and board members
about class size at the elementary
level.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley revealed the class size
policy which states that the “range
should be between 18 and 25; lower
range should be in the primary grades
(K-3) and the higher range in the
upper grades; account for learning
disabled students who are
mainstreamed in academic areas; and
provide space for art and music.”

The Union County Police Depart-
ment began constructing a new fo-
rensics lab and headquarters on North
Avenue in Westfield.

Ground was broken on the $11
million, 51,209 square foot building
in October of 2002. The bad winter
weather has the project approximately
three months behind schedule.

A discussion to rewrite the Town
of Westfield’s “anti-shoehorning”
ordinance was raised, after Mayor
Gregory McDermott noted the high
number of demolitions the council
was seeing for approval. “Shoehorn-
ing” is when two houses are built on
what was once a single home lot.

Pat Knodel and Mary Beth
Schaumberg were both sworn in as
members of the Mountainside Board
of Education at the board’s re-orga-
nizational meeting.

Board of Education members also
announced that they had reached an
agreement with the Hartford Bond-
ing Company in the amount of
$1,196,421 for completion of the
Beechwood School Project.

Steve Sanislo, of the police de-
partment, Robert Kruthers of the res-
cue squad, and Dave Ziegler of the
fire department were honored by the
Borough of Fanwood as Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

Mountainside Board of Education
members also unanimously passed a
resolution to deed land at the end of
Sawmill Drive to the borough for $1.
The land will be used to build batting
cages and restroom facilities.

A new bed and breakfast inn, The
Walter Gilbert House, opened on
North Avenue across from the
Fanwood train station.

June
A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the

new science wing at Westfield High
School (WHS) was held on June 11
in the recently completed student
center at WHS.

Mayor Martin Marks and Demo-
cratic Chairman Ken Lipstein sparred
“mostly via the mail” about the mu-
nicipal budget that was approved in
May. Prior to the May budget hear-
ing, the local Democratic Party had
sent a flyer to township residents
urging that they come to the hearing
to protest the property tax increase
being considered. After the mayor
sent out a letter to township residents
in early June explaining the reasons
for the tax increase, the Democrats
countered with another flyer spell-
ing out their view of the municipal
budget and tax picture and called on
the Mayor to reimburse the township
for the costs of what Mr. Lipstein
termed a political mailing by the
Mayor.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved an initial ordinance to pursue
the construction of two parking decks
during their June 17 open meeting.

Although the ordinance doesn’t
bind the council to build the decks, it
does secure an allotment of money to
developer HKT Nassau Associates
to begin the process of assessing the
deck proposals.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana was the only coun-
cil member voting “no” to the Pros-
pect and Elm Street location. All
council members approved the South
Avenue location.

A second reading to purchase a
$600,000 multi-purpose Quint lad-
der truck for the Mountainside Fire
Department was unanimously
passed. The truck has a 75- foot
capacity.

Westfield parents, who have chil-
dren in the school district, are wor-
ried about the class sizes at the el-
ementary level, specifically Franklin
School. To succinctly represent over
30 parents, the board heard from two
unofficial spokespeople.

Summarizing the concerns of par-
ents at Franklin School, they sup-
ported the reinstatement of the extra
teacher and section in the fourth
grade.

Though noting that Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William Foley
was well within the guidelines in
making this decision, the spokesmen
questioned if his decision was ulti-
mately “optimal, or simply suffi-
cient.”

An informational meeting was
held to inform Scotch Plains busi-
ness owners about the potential ad-
vantages of forming a Special Im-
provement District (SID) in the
downtown business area. The ses-
sion was part of a wider effort to
provide some momentum to a re-
newed effort to revitalize the cen-
tral business district. A steering
committee was formed to look into
the details of establishing a SID.

The Westfield Town Council held
a short public meeting in order to
hold their first meeting with newly
selected parking developer Nassau
HKT Associates.

As the results for the 21st Legis-
lative District Assembly came pour-
ing in, it became more apparent the
incumbents would take the ballots
for the Republican Party and that
Ellen Steinberg and Norman Albert
would emerge victorious for the
Democrats.

In the Union County Freeholder
Democrat Primary election, incum-
bents Deborah Scanlon, Chester
Holmes and Alexander Mirabella
came out the winners.

The Fanwood Historic Preserva-
tion Committee proceeded with its
efforts to obtain historic status for a
residential section of Martine and
North Avenues.

Deerfield School graduation was
held on June 26.

The mayor and council passed an
ordinance authorizing the borough
to borrow $95,000 to repair its emer-
gency services tower, which was lean-
ing and required structural repair.

The governing body continued a
discussion of the jitney shuttle bus
service possibly beginning in the Fall
2003.

Fanwood’s summer program at
Forest Road Park was closed due
to renovations to the recreation
building.

An extremely rainy June, where
rainfall totals were triple the norm,
led to the cancellation and resched-
uling of numerous outdoor activi-
ties as playing fields turned to
mud, swimming pools were un-
used and video stores did a boom-
ing business.


