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Foley Addresses WHS Opening
On Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Website Offered to Give Feedback On
Property Taxes to Gov. McGreevey

Former Accident Victim Expresses
Thoughts of Pedestrian Safety

Senior Thanks All And Hopes to Get
Christmas Tree Back Sometime

Weldon Family Gives
Thanks For  Support
On December 4, Diane Callahan, Su-

san Lorenzten and Eliane Panza hosted a
“Wonder Day Of Shopping” at the
Lorenzten home to benefit Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) for our
daughter Whitney Weldon.

During this busy time of year, neigh-
bors, friends, and friends who brought
friends, all came out to do their holiday
shopping to support this cause. We again,
want to take this opportunity to thank the
girls for hosting this event, the vendors
who worked so hard; the volunteers and
the community for coming out to sup-
port Whitney and FOP.

We continue to be touched by gener-
osity of others. We want to wish you the
joy of family and the happiness of friends
through out the New Year.

Thank you all for keeping Whitney in
your prayers. Happy holidays.

The Weldon Family
Westfield

North Avenue Resident Calls For
Pedestrian Safety Action

Our Community Spirit Is Something
To Celebrate Throughout the Year

This is the week we celebrate Christmas and
Hanukkah – two holidays representing two different
religions, yet sharing several common threads. Both
are rooted in history and faith; both unite families
and friends in celebration, and both commemorate a
miracle appearing bright within the darkness.

It is the spirit of this season that draws people
together like no other time of the year. We witness it
in our houses of worship and our homes, where time-
honored traditions are observed anew; in the many
food, clothing and toy drives held on behalf of those
in need; through individual acts of kindness and
generosity amid the hustle and bustle of holiday
preparations.

While most apparent during Christmas and Ha-
nukkah, as well as Kwanzaa, the holiday spirit is
highly evident throughout the year in Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside, where
residents have long been known for their generosity,
helpfulness and caring — particularly when it comes
to those less fortunate than themselves, or making
days a little brighter for those whose circumstances
have left little room for cheer.

We see that spirit in people of all ages – in our

young children, our senior citizens, our merchants
and professionals, our spiritual leaders. We see it in
the many volunteers who enable organizations like
CONTACT We Care and Mobile Meals, to name just
two, to reach out to those who seek comfort and
assistance. We see it in our police, fire and rescue
squad personnel, all of whom stand ready to answer
the call. We see it in our town employees, our
teachers, and among neighbors helping neighbors.

This year-round “holiday spirit” has helped shape
the character of our communities for generations. It
is something we take pride in, something we seek to
pass on to our children as part of their heritage. It is
one of the things that makes each of our towns a
special place to live, work and visit.

As we welcome the holidays once again, and pre-
pare to ring in a new year, let us all pledge to nurture
and maintain that spirit that has made our towns what
they are. Let us work together to overcome the
challenges we face, and our differences, to find solu-
tions that will benefit us all. Let us reach out to one
another, listen to one another, and help one another in
whatever way we can. Let us resolve to “celebrate the
season” throughout the year in all that we do.

Letters to the Editor

Your publication of my letter in your
newspaper on December 11, entitled
“Who Stole Christmas,” resulted in an
outpouring of responses — verbally and
in the form of letters from both senior
citizens buildings at the Westfield com-
plex and from your readers, as well.

As you know, each celebration - Christ-
mas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa - has its
own special meaning and message. Hope-
fully, we will get our Christmas tree and
menorah back — If not in 2003, then in
the following years.

Every other senior citizen complex in
our area that is overseen by the Fair
Housing and Urban Development Corp.
is celebrating its holiday without inter-
ruption — including displaying the
Christmas tree and the menorah.

I am thankful to everyone for his or
her support. I am also very grateful to
you for your assistance.

Merry Christmas!

Sasha Schwarz
Westfield

My heart goes out to the families of
those who have been struck and killed by
a car while crossing the street. Reading
about pedestrians being struck and killed
is particularly painful for me.

Two years and four months ago, I was
hit by a car while in the pedestrian
crosswalk. It was on the corner of East
Broad Street and North Avenue (on the
corner opposite the Methodist Church
and near the 9/11 Memorial). The young
driver was attempting to make a right
hand turn on red.

We live in a world where we rush from
one thing to another, not concentrating
on what we are doing. When we slide
behind the steering wheel of our car and
start the ignition, we are operating a
dangerous vehicle. Our inattention while
driving could bring injury or end the life

of others or ourselves.
As pedestrians, we also are taking our

lives into our own hands. If we choose to
cross in a pedestrian crosswalk, we need
to have more than eye contact with the
drivers of approaching vehicles. We need
to see them wave us across as confirma-
tion that they have seen us. If we choose
to step out into the street from between
parked cars, then heaven help us in our
absence of good judgment.

As one who has been very fortunate in
my own recovery from being hit by a car,
my advice is simple: slow down, be
cautious, concentrate on what you are
doing, and have consideration for oth-
ers.

Janna Sage Peterson
Westfield

As most of you are painfully aware,
New Jersey residents pay more per per-
son in property taxes than residents of
any other state in the entire country.
There are many reasons for this – and
many complex issues to resolve in order
to bring about real property tax relief –
but rather than just pointing fingers or
complaining about high property taxes,
I urge you stay informed and become
actively engaged in public forums to
address this critical issue.

Whether your party affiliation is
Democrat, Republican or Independent is
of no consequence, but as citizens and
taxpayers we all have a right and obliga-
tion to raise questions, propose solutions
and become actively engaged in munici-
pal, county and state efforts to grapple

with and resolve the property tax prob-
lem!

The following is a web site where you
can participate in an on-line forum to
learn more about the property tax issues
in New Jersey, respond to an eight ques-
tion survey from Governor McGreevey‘s
office and provide any suggestions or
comments directly to the Governor:
www.buildabetternj.org/.

Please take a few minutes and provide
your feedback to Governor McGreevey.
If any of you are aware of other websites
or forums that would be of interest in this
matter please share with us!

Thank you, and best wishes for Happy
Holidays!

John Marquardt
Fanwood

On Tuesday evening, December 16, I
recommended to the Westfield Board of
Education that we schedule a four-hour
day at Westfield High School on Mon-
day, January 19, 2004, the day we ob-
serve Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthdate
observance. Classes will be in session
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:24 p.m. for all
Westfield High School students.

To make up for the three days in
September when the high school re-
mained closed due to construction de-
lays, the board revised the calendar to
open school on Tuesday, February 17
(the second day of Presidents’ Week-
end) and Monday, June 21 (the day of
graduation). These changes were pub-
lished as a contingency in the original
calendar approved by the board.

On September 19, I was forced to
close schools again when Hurricane
Isabel hit New Jersey. I now face the
prospect of entering January and Febru-
ary with only one snow day for the high
school and few options short of cancel-
ing the spring break if we face a signifi-
cant snow storm. I felt the prudent thing
to do was to add another day to the high
school calendar so we will have less
difficulty meeting the 180 school day
requirement. This will give the high
school students two snow days in the
calendar, the same as our elementary
and intermediate students.

There will be opportunities to recog-
nize Dr. King’s legacy while high school
students are in class the morning of
January 19. Since classes will end at
12:24 p.m., students and faculty will be
able to participate in the march from
Bethel Baptist Church and to attend the
ceremonies at the United Methodist

Church at 1 p.m.
Intermediate and elementary schools

will remain closed that day.
Thank you for your understanding and

cooperation.

William Foley
Superintendent

WF Public Schools

While I am saddened by the deaths of
the two pedestrians that perished on
North Avenue recently, I’m far from
shocked. As an eight year resident on
this street — one of the town’s busiest
roads — I have long felt that the 35 mile
per hour speed limit was far too high.

Many drivers I regularly ride behind
in my comings and goings easily surpass
speeds of 50 on the road, with little fear
of ticketing. Reducing the limit might
quell such temptations to lean on the gas
pedal. At the same time — according to
recent reports in The Westfield Leader
— North Avenue was, until the accident,
easily the least policed of all the major

arteries to town. Lawrence Avenue was
near the top of the list.

Some of this may be blamed on the
fact that North Avenue is a county road
in spots. This was also the excuse I was
given for the town’s disinterest in repair-
ing sorely needed curbs on the residen-
tial sections on the west end of North
Avenue.

Future tragedies can be avoided with
an appropriate plan of action. I urge the
powers at be to address the matter with-
out hesitation.

John Luerssen
Westfield

Fanwood Mayor,
Councilmembers
Extend Thanks

We would like to thank all the people
who worked so energetically in so many
different ways in support of our recent
campaign for reelection. A special thank
you to all those who voted for us in
recognition of our service and contribu-
tions to the betterment of Fanwood.

It was an honor and a privilege to
serve Fanwood as mayor, council presi-
dent, and councilman. We wish all
Fanwoodians a happy holiday season
and the best possible New Year.

Lou Jung, Fanwood Mayor
Joel Whitaker, Council President

David Trumpp, Councilman

President of NJ Farm
Bureau Impressed With
Outcome of Bear Hunt

I would like to take this opportunity to
say how impressed I was with the out-
come of the recent bear hunt in New
Jersey. The success of the hunt can be
attributed to the professionalism, prepa-
ration and the scientific approach taken
by the organizers at the State Division of
Fish and Wildlife, as well as the prepa-
ration and training of the hunters in-
volved.

The State of New Jersey is well served
by active wildlife management programs.
The bear hunt was also a useful way to
determine more about the bear popula-
tion in the State, which may be larger
than earlier estimated.

A controlled hunt is the best way to
reduce nuisance costs, accidents, crop
damage and intrusion into residential
areas from excess wildlife populations.
Without natural predators, these hunts
are needed for a healthy outdoors in New
Jersey.

Richard Nieuwehuis
President,

NJ Farm Bureau

Teen’s Efforts Bring Santa and Toys
To Kids In Need of Holiday Cheer

School Athletics Should
Be Inclusive and Open
As a Westfield resident, I would like

to echo the sentiments of Mr.
Scheininger. (See letters to the editor 12/
18) I was under the impression that one
of the purposes of school athletics was to
foster athletic growth via participation
for as many of our town’s children as
wanted to participate.

Preventing six of our Westfield boys
from participating in the W.H.S. basket-
ball program when there are budgeted
slots for them is appalling, shameful and
just plain unfair. By arbitrarily not fill-
ing budgeted spots would seem to be an
antithesis of what the school sport/ath-
letic department should stand for.

I disagree with Mr. Scheininger that
the coaches, salaries should be reduced
by 25 percent. The WHS coaches who
decided this and those higher ups in the
athletic department, as well as the mem-
bers of the board of education that ap-
proved this travesty, should be fired since
they are clearly not looking out for the
best interests of our Westfield athletes.

After all, whose athletic opportunity
and experience is this? It is certainly not
that of the coaches and athletic staff, but
our children. Part of my taxes pays these
people’s salary. If they cannot do the job
they’ve been hired to do, and abuse the
trust we have given them to insure the
best is done for our children, then let’s
let them go. If we allow them to cater to
the few, what message does that send to
our children?

Steven Roberts
Westfield

High school senior Joelle Roseman
was greatly saddened when a child at the
Westfield “Y” where she works part-
time told her that her mommy said that
there is no money for Christmas this
year. Joelle thought that every child
should be able to look forward to receiv-
ing gifts at Christmas, whether or not
their parents were divorcing or undergo-
ing other financial crises.

She gave it some thought and decided
that she would raise money. Joelle cre-
ated flyers that she circulated amongst
parents at the “Y,” asking them for dona-
tions, and children’s gifts. She looked in
the telephone book for an agency that
specializes in helping children. There
she discovered Children Helping Chil-
dren (CHC), a peer support program for
children whose parents are in the pro-
cess of separation and divorce.

CHC group leader Susan Koslowsky
organized a Christmas party for Decem-
ber 22. Joelle and her friend, dressed as
Santa, came and distributed the gifts.

The Center for Women and Families
in Scotch Plains offers Children Helping
Children, a unique support program for
children from five through 17. Children
Helping Children provides a safe place
for children who are unavoidably im-
pacted by the breakup of their parents.

Under the direction of Susan
Koslowsky, Family Life Educator, chil-

dren are able to share their experiences
in small, age-appropriate groups. The
next series of workshops begins the week
of January 26. To register your child or
get more information about the pro-
gram, please call The Center for Women
and Families in Scotch Plains at (908)
322-6007.

Executive Director Jane Verloop
Center for Women and Families

Letters to the Editor

Memories From the First Half of 2003

Commuter/Town
Correspondence
Editor’s Note: The following is e-mail

correspondence between Mr. Siegle and
the Town of Westfield on commuter park-
ing fee increases.

I encourage The Westfield Leader to
publish an article comparing the yearly
parking fees to that in other NJ commu-
nities. For your information, the fee in
Fanwood is $240 per year.

Mitch Siegel
Dear Ms. Gray:
I very much appreciate the fact that you

have responded to my e-mail. However, I
must say that the nature of the response is
quite troubling. It appears the town coun-
cil believes that the per hour cost of hourly
parking for a relatively short period of time
is the amount that should be utilized as a
comparison to commuters who must park
in the train station lot all year long — every
day in order to earn a living.

In all due respects, please compare
the amount charged to commuters in
Westfield to the amount charged in other
New Jersey towns for yearly parking
fees. In some cases, our fees are five
times higher that charged in other com-
munities.

This amounts to price gouging of com-
muters who have no other choice, but to
park in the train station lot. The mayor and
town counsel are taking advantage of us.

Dear Mr. Siegel,
Your email to Mayor McDermott has

been received by this office. Because of
the large amount of emails received, Mayor
McDermott cannot respond personally to
emails. I will attempt to answer your ques-
tion to the best of my knowledge.

The town council reviewed the rates for
parking permits a couple of years ago after
several years of no increases. The rates
were well below the market value. The
rates were raised incrementally over the
last two years and this year was the final
increase under the ordinance. The town
council does not feel the rates are exces-
sive. According to our Parking Director,
the rate per day to park is around $3 a day.
The rate at a meter is about $6 a day.

The income earned from the parking
fees goes into the town’s general fund.
The past two years, money has been set
aside from that fund for the parking decks.

Claire Gray
WF Executive Assistant

To: The Town Council
I’ve been a Westfield resident and

commuter for 10 years. It is unconscio-
nable to me that the council has again
decided to raise parking fees at the train
station. My bill of over $700 per year is
excessive by any standards. Neighboring
towns do not have fees even close to what
we are charging. In fact, some of my
colleagues who live in New Jersey pay as
little at $100 a year to park in their towns.

Please let me know what the town has
been doing with the income they earn
from parking fees. It’s time for the town
to be honest how these funds are being
used. If the funds are being used to
provide a fund to construct a parking
deck, it is unfair for the deck to be built
on the backs of commuters.

The businesses in town will benefit from
the deck, not the commuters of Westfield.
If the council feels that the deck(s) will
benefit the entire town; fund the deck from
real estate taxes incurred by all residents.
Singling out commuters is inequitable.

Mitch Siegel
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Garrote – To strangle
2. Riparious – Growing or living along

the banks of a stream
3. Cymophanous – Having a wavy,

floating light
4. Rhapontic – Rhubarb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZAX
1. A blister beetle
2. An instrument for trimming roof-

ing slates
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Marked with crossbars

RHEXIS
1. In medicine, the rupture of an or-

gan or vessel
2. An early stage or beginning
3. A swift deerlike animal of south-

eastern Africa
4. A mild form of smallpox

TENEBROUS
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. Tired, mean, or worn out
3. Dark; gloomy
4. Tenative; timid

CUMSHAW
1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. An undue burden or unfair demand
3. An ample amount or quantity
4. A tip or gratuity


