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TONS OF TURKEYS…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich shows some of the
200 turkeys and more than 100 cases of canned food from a surprise donation to
his “Operation Breadbasket” program December 18 in Elizabeth. “Operation
Breadbasket” feeds hundreds of needy families and senior citizens every holiday
season. Sheriff Froehlich started the program with a few colleagues when he was
a sergeant in the Elizabeth Police Department more than 30 years ago.

FW Planning Bd. Approves
AT&T Cellular Antennae

by ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

By a 5-2 margin, the Fanwood
Planning Board approved an appli-
cation at their regular meeting last
Wednesday evening to allow AT&T
to install cellular antennas on a
PSE&G tower near La Grande Av-
enue, adjacent to Brohm Place.

The application, which received
virtually no public opposition, is the
second cellular antenna installation
to be approved by the board this
year. An application by Verizon to
install antennas on a tower near North
Avenue - which was strongly op-
posed by neighbors - was approved
by the board. The borough council
then overturned it after the neigh-
bors appealed the decision to the
governing body.

AT&T’s application requested
permission to install twelve cellular
antennas at a height of 118 feet on
the 126-foot tower. Additionally, a
fenced in equipment compound
would be built at the base of the
tower. The compound’s dimensions
were originally to measure 10 by 25
feet, but were reduced to 10 by 20
feet, after Vice Chairman John Deitch
objected to the excessive size of the
compound.

The applicant had requested three
variances — the primary one, a use
variance — as the antennas are not
permitted in a residential zone.

Throughout the course of the hear-
ings, which began at the board’s
August meeting, AT&T presented
expert testimony to demonstrate that
installation of the antennas is neces-
sary due to a significant gap in cov-
erage, which exists for their cellular
customers.

A radio frequency expert hired by
the board, James Gross, presented an
independent report to the board, which
concurred with AT&T’s assertion that
there was a coverage gap that causes
customers to have blocked and
dropped calls — and that the pro-
posed site would fill the gap.

Under the Telecommunications
Act of 1996, a municipality cannot
refuse a carrier’s request to install
cellular antennas without a reason-
able basis.

Those board members who voted
for the application stated that they
believed the applicant demonstrated
that a coverage gap exists and also
that the installation would not require
the building of any additional towers.
Additionally, board member John
Celardo noted that the application
did not receive any public opposition,
unlike the Verizon application.

Mr. Deitch, who voted against the

application, stated he did not believe
that their expert demonstrated that a
coverage gap does exist, nor did they
adequately establish that alternate
sites discussed were not appropriate.

Also opposing the application,
board member Richard Hopkins stated
that the equipment compound would
be an intrusion and noted that as there
are already three carriers with anten-
nas in the small borough, he felt
AT&T’s antennas should be located
in a nearby municipality instead.

At the suggestion of board mem-
ber Nancy Koederitz, AT&T will seek
permission from PSE&G to locate
the equipment compound directly
under the tower to make it less intru-
sive. However, relocation of the com-
pound is not a condition of approval
of the application.

In other business, the board heard
the continued application of
Woodcliff Inc., for approval of a
five-lot subdivision at 33 Ginder
Place, to allow the building of five
new homes.

Residents who live near the pro-
posed development, which is adja-
cent to the Cedar Brook and near the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains border, have
voiced concerns at prior meetings
that the development will worsen
flooding in their neighborhood.

During hearings on the applica-
tion - which began back in July - the
applicant has presented several al-
ternate site plans, including varia-
tions of a proposed underground de-
tention/retention system to alleviate
the flooding in the area.

Although counsel for the applicant
was able to complete the presentation
of their witnesses, due to the lateness
of the hour, time for public questions
and comments elapsed.

As the composition of the board
will change in 2004, there was much
discussion whether additional time
should be allotted at the meeting to
allow for full presentation of public
comment. At issues was if the cur-
rent board should vote on the appli-
cation or if the matter should be
carried until next year for consider-
ation by the new board.

Ultimately, counsel for the appli-
cant, Robert Kraus, of Leib, Kraus,
Grispin & Roth, indicated that his
client would withdraw the applica-
tion and re-file next year for full
consideration before the new board.

The board also approved an appli-
cation for a minor subdivision at
North Martine Avenue and 214 Pater-
son Road and an application for a
deck at 193 LaGrande Avenue.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be held on January 28,
2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the borough
council chambers.

Designated Drivers Are
Recommended For Holidays
CLARK – This time of year, many

people attend parties where alcohol
and drugs may be readily available.
According to the 2002 National Sur-
vey on Drug Use and Health, ap-
proximately 1 in 7 (or 33.5 million)
Americans drove after using alcohol
or illicit drugs at least once in the
previous 12 months. Even one drink
can slow reflexes and jeopardize your
safety and those with you.

According to Bill Hilinksy, Coun-
selor at Prevention Links, “It may
surprise you to know that you don’t
need to drink much alcohol before
your driving ability is affected. Cer-
tain driving skills can be impaired by
blood alcohol concentrations (BAC)
as low as 0.02 percent. A 160 pound
male will have BAC of about 0.04
percent one hour after drinking two
12-ounce beers or two other standard
drinks on an empty stomach.”

Don’t become a statistic this holi-
day season. Designate a driver who
will abstain from consuming alco-
holic beverages or take the lead and
refrain from drinking yourself. De-
cember has been designated National
Drunk and Drugged Prevention
Month (3D) in the hopes of raising
awareness of the risks associated with
driving after drinking or using drugs.
To learn more about the consequences
of driving while under the influence,
or for more information about the
effects of combining medicine and
alcohol or to get a referral for some-
one who has a drinking problem and
needs professional support, contact
Prevention Links at (732) 381-4100.

Prevention Links is a private not
for profit agency which takes a lead-
ership role throughout Union County
in the prevention of alcohol, tobacco,
drug abuse and other related issues
and serves as a provider for the Union
County IDRC (Intoxicated Driver
Recovery Centers) program. For
more information about the agency

or for volunteer opportunities, call
(732) 381-4100 or check out the
website at www.preventionlinks.org.

Stender’s World Trade Center
Bill Passes the NJ Legislature
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Decem-

ber 15 legislation sponsored by As-
semblywoman Linda Stender and
Assemblyman Neil Cohen, which
requires the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to use the trans-
ported remains of September 11, 2001
victims from the World Trade Center
in a memorial, passed both houses of
the New Jersey legislature and is
currently awaiting the Governor’s
approval.

“The events of September 11, 2001
must never be forgotten. We must
honor the victims of that terrible day
with a fitting memorial,” said As-
semblywoman Stender. “Any struc-
ture built to commemorate their
deaths would lack any real signifi-
cance if the ashen remains were not
returned.”

Assemblywoman Stender was in-
spired to sponsor A-2753 after being
contacted by Kurt and Diane Horning
of Scotch Plains. The Hornings lost
their only son Matthew in the attack
on the World Trade Center.

“We are so grateful to the state of
New Jersey. We have felt from the
beginning that New Jersey has lis-
tened to us and that they cared,” said
Kurt and Diane Horning. “New Jer-
sey showed its true moral fiber today.
It’s everything we thought of our
state.”

The Hornings and their group,
World Trade Center Families for a
Proper Burial, began advocating for
protection of the ashen remains after
learning about the possibility of per-
manent placement at the Fresh Kills
Landfill in Staten Island, NY. All
remains were shipped to the landfill
shortly after the attacks and have not
been incorporated into any 9-11
memorial. The Hornings and their

advocacy group wish to see the re-
mains placed in containers to be
shipped back to the World Trade
Center site for permanent burial.

“Passing this legislation was a huge
grass roots movement made up of
organizations, individuals and reli-
gious groups. Our legislators listened
and responded to us. They were brave
and moral in passing this legisla-
tion,” said the Hornings.Post Office to Accept

Passport Applications
WESTFIELD – On Monday, Janu-

ary 5, 2004, the Westfield Post Of-
fice will begin to accept passport
applications during its regular win-
dow business hours.

The Westfield Post Office, located
at 153 Central Avenue, will process
both first time applications and re-
newals.

With enhanced travel security,
passports are the prime accepted iden-
tification for travelers. The Westfield
Post Office is offering its customers
this additional service in conjunc-
tion with the Department of State.

“Our customers are the reason
we’re in business, and providing them
with an extra service like passports is
an opportunity for the Postal Service
to serve the needs of our commu-
nity,” said Westfield Postmaster Ken-
neth Brown.

Postmaster Brown offered these
tips when applying for a passport:

Fill out the passport application
(DS11) before coming to the post
office. Individuals can download it
from http://travel.state.gov/
download_applications.html.

Bring proof of United States citi-
zenship and present proof of iden-
tity.

Provide two passport photos (also
available at the Westfield Post Of-
fice). Individuals should have all
documents with them.

All information on passport appli-
cations, procedures and fees may be
obtained by contacting the Post Of-
fice, or on the Internet at
www.usps.com by clicking on the
“government link” page and then
clicking on “get a passport.”

WF Parking Office
To Extend Hours
The Parking Services Office will

be open the following Saturdays:
December 27, January 3 and Janu-
ary 10 for permit renewals. The
office will also have extended
hours on Thursday, January 8 un-
til 8:00 p.m.

WHS TV Announces
Holiday Schedule

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) TV-36 has announced
its holiday week schedule that will
feature holiday concerts, a tour of
the high school science wing, a panel
discussion on drug abuse, and Board
of Education meetings.

The panel discussion on drug and
alcohol abuse, led by WHS Student
Assistance Counselor Maureen
Mazzarese, will be broadcast Satur-
day, December 27, at 12 noon and 9
p.m., and on Sunday, December 28
at 2 p.m.

A walking tour of the new science
wing at WHS will be shown Tuesday,
December 23, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.;
Thursday, December 25, at 2 p.m.
and 10 p.m.; Saturday, December
27, at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sun-
day, December 28, at 4 p.m.

The December 16 Board of Edu-
cation meeting was taped and will be
shown in its entirety on Thursday,
December 25, at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
and on Tuesday, December 30, at 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.

Westfield High School’s winter
concerts will be shown at various
times during the holiday week be-
fore or after the above programs.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREATING QUIET ZONES…Congressman Mike Ferguson announced Tues-
day morning, at the train tracks on Rahway Avenue at Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield, a new ruling by the Federal Railroad Administration. In low-risk-
collision areas or with specific upgrades to lessen the risk, the new rule looks to
provide flexibility in creating quiet zones while insuring the safety of the
community. Congressman Ferguson spoke to area residents along with Westfield
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Councilman-Elect Jim Foerst, Councilman An-
drew Skibitsky and Councilman-Elect Mark Ciarrocca.


