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American Red Cross Sets 2004
Charity Golf Course Locations 

WESTFIELD — the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has established the
golf course locations for their 2004
charity benefits. All individuals and
businesses are invited to partici-
pate.

 The “Par 3 Shootout” will be held
at Hamilton Farm in September. The
“Classic Golf Tour” will be com-
prised of the five golf clubs: Moun-
tain Ridge Country Club, Somerset
Hills Country Club, Plainfield Coun-
try Club, Baltusrol Golf Club and
Hamilton Farm Golf Club.

To join in these events, to be a
sponsor and/or to obtain more infor-
mation, please call Dennis Kinsella
of the Red Cross in Westfield at (908)
232-7090 or Leigh Schmalz of S&A
Event Services at (973) 379-3239.

In 2003 this past fall, the inaugural
“Ultimate Par 3 Shootout” was held
to benefit the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross.
This unique charity golf event was
held at the world-renowned Hamilton
Farms Hickory Course in Gladstone
– the only United States Golf Asso-
ciation rated par 3 course in the U.S.
Golfers played a par 3 venue that
rivals many traditional courses in
beauty and difficulty. The 18 holes

for this event ranged in distance from
135 yards to 182 yards.

Area automobile dealerships pro-
vided the golfers with an opportu-
nity to win a luxury automobile with
a hole-in-one on each of the 18 par 3
holes.  The course out in 2003, with
the closest tee shot coming up 28
inches shy of a new set of car keys for
the golfers.

The “Ultimate Par 3 Shootout” is
an offshoot of its older brother, the
annual “American Red Cross Classic
Golf Tour” which features play at
five of New Jersey’s premier golf
courses over a six-month period. The
single-day shootout event affords all
golfers the chance to participate – in
that they otherwise may not be able
to commit to the five-event tour.

“We could not be more pleased
with the response to our first Par 3
Shootout,” said Dennis Kinsella,
American Red Cross Director for the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter.  “I
fully expect this event to grow and
mature like the Classic Golf Tour has
over its six-year history. With the
support of our event sponsor,
LabCorp, the automobile dealers and
our players, the Red Cross can con-
tinue to serve the needs of area fami-
lies and individuals.”

RED CROSS GOLF...Committee members prepare for the Inaugural Ultimate
Par 3 Shootout to benefit the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross, held in October at the Hamilton Farms Hickory Course in Gladstone.
Pictured, from the left, are:  Dennis Kinsella, Executive Director, Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross, Dr. John Tobachnick, board
member and Golf Chairman and Leigh Schmalz, S&A Event Services.

SPF BOE Acts on
Affirmative Action

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

On Thursday night, the Scotch
Plains Board of Education (BOE) wel-
comed Mr. Robert Raiford into retire-
ment, had active debate in adopting
an affirmative action team and pass-
ing new standardized testing of the
second grade. Since the December 11
BOE meeting was cancelled due to
the football team playoff game at
Giant Stadium, the meeting was
packed with important matters.

The BOE released Personnel Spe-
cialist Robert Raiford from his re-
sponsibilities and welcomed him into
retirement. Mr. Raiford was involved
in the Human Resources and Person-
nel departments since 1983. He was
spoken highly of by board members
and by some of his office staff.

Several spoke on his behalf during
the public comment period of the
meeting. Mr. Raiford was described
as “gentlemanly and kind.” Board
President Lance Porter called him
“an angel of love and dedication who
worked hard and thoughtfully to re-
solve human resource issues that arose
during his time serving the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.”

Mr. Randall Kanter will replace
Mr. Raiford in a newly established
position — the district’s Affirmative
Action Officer.

Stirred discussion ensued during a
debate involving the formation of an
affirmative action team. Superinten-
dent Carol Choye moved that the
BOE approve the formation of an
affirmative action team, which would
be authorized to conduct an assess-
ment of the district.

The team is to develop a Compre-
hensive Equity Plan for 2004-2005
and 2006-2007 as part of an “unoffi-
cial mandate” from the state. This
motion carried, but not without sev-
eral board members voicing their
opinions that the district has an over-
whelming amount of reports that are
“mandated” or “unofficially man-
dated” by the state. They feel that
these reports require excessive
amounts of time outside the normal
working day.

Board member Edward Saridaki
described the “unofficial mandate”
as different from a state mandate,

because a state mandate is accompa-
nied by money from the state given
to the school district to help execute
the order.

The state requested that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
vote on the affirmative action pro-
gram. It is not a mandate nor accom-
panied with financing. The board
was concerned that, if they did not
approve it, the district would be pe-
nalized financially in other manners
by the state.

Another issue that stirred discus-
sion was a motion to approve new
standardized testing for the second
grade students — scheduled for the
spring. Assistant Superintendent of
Instruction, Dr. Margaret Hayes, was
confident that the new tests would
benefit the students. It would iden-
tify problem areas of studies for indi-
vidual students.

“The tests are closely aligned with
the curriculum content standards, and
they will predict which students need
attention for the state exam the stu-
dents take in the third grade,” Dr.
Hayes said.

She relayed that the new tests,
which are age appropriate and take
less time to administer than the pre-
vious testing system, will be sent out
to the private publisher of the tests to
be scored. Therefore, teachers will
not be additionally burdened.

In the business portion of the meet-
ing, a bid was awarded to R.D. Ar-
chitectural Products for $1,004,800
for the installation of new windows
at Park Middle School. The work is
expected to begin during the winter
months and continue through the
summer.

The BOE also accepted the Cor-
rective Action Plan presented by
Barre and Company as part of the
Auditor’s Management Report. At
the November 20 BOE meeting,
Barre and Company suggested five
minor alterations in order to com-
plete the audit of the school district.
The Corrective Action Plan, under
the supervision of Business Admin-
istrator Anthony Del Sordi, will fol-
low through on the recommended
adjustments.

The BOE will reconvene on Janu-
ary 8 for the Open Agenda Meeting.

Freeholders Honor Scanlon;
Magnet Awarded Resolution

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The final Freeholder meeting for
2003 was held on December 18.
Much of the meeting was dedicated
to honoring Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon for her year of ser-
vice as the chairperson of the board,
and reflecting on 2003 in Union
County.

Before the meeting officially be-
gan, the Freeholders recognized the
Union County Magnet High School
for an award the school received
from Governor Jim McGreevey. The
award – which was bestowed to only
five high schools in the state – was
for excellence in education, and it
came in the amount of $25,000.

Freeholder Rick Proctor presented
the resolution to Dr. Thomas
Bistocchi, the superintendent of the
Magnet School. He lauded the dis-
tinction given to the school and noted
that the people associated with the
school are proud of how important it
has become in Union County.

“Anyone who has been to the gradu-
ations for the Magnet School are
aware of the enthusiasm that the
faculty and the students have,” noted
Freeholder Proctor.

Following the presentation, the
Freeholder board made a surprise
resolution presentation to Freeholder
Scanlon for her year of service head-
ing the board. Freeholder Mirabella
explained the difficulty that comes
with serving as chair of the board.

“I know sitting in that seat, how
difficult it can be. You’ve worked
hard and provided leadership to this
county,” said Freeholder Mirabella.

Freeholder Vice-Chair Angel
Estrada, who will take over as chair
in 2004, also recognized the achieve-
ments of Chairwoman Scanlon.

“It’s important to reflect on a year
that had its ups and downs. You al-
ways kept your cool. You commanded
the ship in the right direction. There
is a level of dedication that the chair-
person has to provide to this board,
and you have been exemplary,” said
Freeholder Estrada.

Chairwoman Scanlon acknowl-
edged that all of the freeholders and
various departments have worked
together as a team, and that her expe-
riences as chair have been solid.

“It’s such an honor to serve…the
people of Union County. Serving as
chairwoman has certainly given me
a new perspective on government,
and a good one.”

Following the standard portion of
the meeting – the routine passage of
resolutions - the Freeholders reflected
on the past year, particularly as it
related to leadership of the board.
Freeholder Lewis Mingo pointed out
the similarities between the Free-
holder board and Union County’s
population.

“We have a very diverse
County…over half a million people,
and all types of representation. We
have had an African-American as

chair, we have had a woman to chair
it, and we look forward to the first
Latino (Freeholder Estrada) to chair.
It says a lot about the kind of board
this really is,” commented Freeholder
Mingo.

All of the freeholders wished the
public a happy holiday season, with
Freeholder Mingo adding that dur-
ing the holidays, “You really have to
be safe. They say it takes a village to
raise a child, but it also takes a vil-
lage to protect a community.”

“The residents can (protect a com-
munity). Be vigilant during this
holiday…making sure you have a
safe holiday, and if you do, there’s a
very good chance you’ll have a
healthy holiday, and a very happy
holiday.”

County Manager George Devanney
thanked Chairwoman Scanlon for her
leadership this past year, particu-
larly when it came to dealing with
tough situations in Union County.

“Of all the times and all the chal-
lenges we had, being able to pick up
the phone and call you, the positive
attitude that you brought...was in-
valuable,” said Mr. Devanney.

Finally, it was time for Chair-
woman Scanlon to give her final
address to the public as chair. She
discussed the various achievements
of 2003, starting with the fact that
Union County had reached its goal
of preserving 100 acres of open space.
She added that preservation of open
space will continue to be a priority
for the freeholders.

She also referenced the September
11th Memorial at Echo Lake Park,
which was completed in time for the
two-year anniversary of the terrorist
attacks on America. Going along with
that theme, Chairwoman Scanlon told
of the assistance provided to men
and women in the military.

“We paid the difference between
county and military pay for soldiers,
with full health benefits,” she said.

Other notable developments in 2003
addressed included the contribution
of first responder equipment to the
county municipalities; the “Preserve
Union County” grant program for
historic places; and the construction
at Trailside Museum to triple the size
of the facility, along with plans for the
children’s museum in Union Town-
ship.

Chairwoman Scanlon also an-
nounced the purchased of a “literacy
and technology” vehicle for use by
the County. According to the infor-
mation provided, the vehicle will
travel to different areas in Union
County to supplement the children’s
literacy and technology learning pro-
grams. She deemed it a “classroom
on wheels.”

In ending her comments, Chair-
woman Scanlon once again thanked
the freeholders for their services.

“I couldn’t be prouder of this board
for all of their hard work and dedica-
tion to all the people of Union County,”
commented Chairwoman Scanlon.
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FOR
WEDDING DREAMS

Christmas Day Buffet
Includes Chef carved Prime Rib, Lamb, Ham, Turkey.

All you can eat Shrimp & Clams, Viennese Table.

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue   Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

$995
per child

$1995
per adult

to reserve your seat today!

(8 years old & under) (plus tax / gratuity)

Complimentary

Every Sunday  9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Champagne Mimosas
(served Noon till 3:00pm)

Omelet Station, French Toast, Belgian Waffles

Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon Sausage & Ham

Danish, Muffins, Bagels, Fresh Fruit & Desserts

Assorted Cheesecakes, Greek Desserts & More!!

Open Bar: 8:30 - 2:30, Full Course Prime Rib Dinner including

Shrimp Cocktail, Salad, Dessert.  Live D.J.’s In Rooms.  Includes

Champagne Toast, Hats & Novelties

Select from our huge selection:

Carving Station • Bountiful Salad Bar • Buffet

SNUFF'YS

STEAK HOUSE
KNOWN FOR GENERATIO

NS

2495
per person

$

New Years Eve 2004

6100
per person

$
(plus tax, service & gratuities)

Tickets must be purchased and paid for in advance. No phone reservations accepted.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

CHANCE MEETING...N.J. Senator Frank Lautenberg visits the newly com-
pleted Secaucus train station and poses with commuter Phil Falcone of Westfield.
Pictured above, from the left, are: Senator Lautenberg and Mr. Falcone.
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112 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ
908-317-9600

Unfold, push, twist, and write or highlight!

Two inseparable pens attached at the hinge.

On one end a black gel ink rollerball and 

on the other a yellow document marker. 

Slips conveniently into your pocket. 

P  P

$ 25.00

Please call on us:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday

10:00 am to 5:30 pm

Thursday- 10:00 am to 8:00 pm

Sundays thru 12/31/03 -12 pm to 5 pm

PRESIDENTIAL PEN

Please Call On Us During

Our Extended Holiday Hours:

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Offering Fine Products From:

Official
North Pole

Letter
Outpost

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 22

Use your new pen in style! Free package

of notecards with every purchase.


