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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —
“Tonight…take a big, deep breath,
relax and enjoy the season that God
has given you,” suggested Bobbie
Olsen, musical director of “From
Heaven’s Throne” as he spoke to
the audience on opening night at
the Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains. The deep breath sure did
feel good, and what followed was
even better.

Presented by congregants from
seven or eight churches in the area,
“The church without walls” is what
it is named, but it is a little slice of
heaven. Well, actually, the show is
supposed to be set in heaven with
the cottontail fluffs of material,
ethereal lighting, and a fog ma-
chine that emits just enough mys-
ticism for effect.

White-socked angels processed
onto the multi-tiered stage; they
kept coming and coming —almost
100 of them in all.

“There are comforters, angels,
all around us…through faith we
will see the angels,” the director
told us. And he is right.

When Kathi Olsen, a striking
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VOICES FROM HEAVEN…Mary, played by a talented Dena DePasquale,
duets with Marc Perella, while lead angel storyteller and creative director
Dave Shirk, center, provides choral back up in “Trust His Heart.”

Continued on Page 13

Two Jumbotron screens on either
side of the auditorium came alive
with scudding clouds, then scenes
from old Bethlehem, and Jesus as a
child on the hillside. Throughout the

else would one expect from a Clio
Award-winning animator from a
company called Quiet Man in New
York City.

Emund Nalzaro, who portrayed
The Angel Gabriel, is a block-
buster talent in voice and stage
presence. His background is im-
pressive, but no one’s bio is listed
in the program. That is because
this is a night that is not billed as a
performance, but instead a gift to
the community from the believers
on the stage and behind the scenes
that have put together an amended
cantata with additional songs, lyr-
ics and narration to make it their
own.

With a little digging, however,
this reporter was able to interview
the lead angel Gabriel, only to find
out that this singer had come to
America 13 years ago from the
Philippines. He was in the travel-
ing Broadway production of Miss
Saigon 10 years ago, and then took
over the lead on Broadway in the
same show for three years at the
end of the 1990s.

Nalzaro told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he is now just
happy “singing for the Lord” in
this production. Such is the caliber
of talent in the show.

As the fog machine misted the stage

Continued on Page 13
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By ANDY
GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The

Westfield Leader and The Times

From Epic Records comes “Lost
Dogs,” a double-disc set of rarities
and unreleased tracks
from Pearl Jam with
nary a bad track in the
bunch, as well as a
concert DVD and CD
from Rage Against the
Machine.

“Live At the Olym-
pic Auditorium” cap-
tures the final concert
by this seminal L.A.
hard rock act and
serves as a fitting tes-
tament to their ferocious live shows,
not to be missed for fans of the
guitar rock genre.

Sony Music brings
us some holiday cheer
from Bruce
Springsteen as “The
Essential Bruce
Springsteen” contains
almost all of his radio
hits such as “Born to
Run” “Thunder Road”
and “Darkness On the
Edge of Town,” as well
as third disc of rarities
including, “Trapped,” the live ver-
sion of the Jimmy Cliff classic, as
well as (I kid you not) Bruce’s take
on “Viva Las Vegas.”

Also from Sony
comes another live
DVD, “Bruce
Springsteen & The E
Street Band, Live in
Barcelona,” featuring
a nice mix of classic
tunes as well as some
of the better songs
from “The Rising” al-
bum. The DVD also
features a terrific tour
documentary.

Other notable CD releases include
the first four Jefferson Airplane al-

bums (RCA/BMG Heritage) featur-
ing informative liner notes as well as
brilliant new remastered sound.

Universal Music has just released
SACD surround-sound versions of
The Who’s “Tommy” as well as Elton

John’s “Goodbye Yel-
low Brick Road.”

On DVD from Uni-
versal/Hip-O Records
comes a fantastic-
looking version of
Pink Floyd’s “Live At
Pompeii, the
Director’s Cut,” fea-
turing gorgeous re-
mixed sound and bril-
liant color. This semi

documentary/concert film captures
the Floyd playing in an amphithe-
ater as well as recording “Dark Side

of the Moon” in Ab-
bey Road Studios.

Also just out from Uni-
versal/Geffen Home
Video is a double DVD
disc set of Guns & Roses
“Use Your Illusion Live
in Japan,” capturing this
great heavy metal outfit
at the peak of their pow-
ers live in the Tokyo
Dome.

Finally from Univer-
sal comes the classic Jimi Hendrix
film, Jimi Plays Berkeley. Recorded

in May of 1970, this
feature captures fiery
versions of the clas-
sic, “Machine Gun”
and “Hey Joe.”

From Apple Music/
Capitol Records
comes the badly-
titled, controversial
yet enjoyable none-
theless, “Beatles, Let
It Be… Naked.” This
is the version that

Paul McCartney always wanted the
public to hear, devoid of the sappy
string sections layered on by Phil
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mixed media
artist Mary Cho has always loved
to paint, and a recent, self-directed
career move now allows her to
devote more time to her art.

“I have been painting since I
was a child,” said Cho, who lives
in Westfield, in a recent interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “I
was fortunate to have teachers who
encouraged and developed my ar-
tistic abilities.”

“Recently I stopped working full
time so that I can spend more time
working on my art,” she contin-
ued.

The mother of two moved with
her family, which includes hus-
band, Arthur, to Westfield from
West Windsor, 4 1/2 years ago.

Cho grew up in Nebraska, and
received a bachelor’s degree in
painting and art history from
Barnard College, a Master of Arts
degree in English from Columbia
University, and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration in Marketing
from the University of Chicago.

For 15 years she worked as an
economist and in business devel-
opment. About a year ago, Cho
downsized herself from her most
recent position as a business de-
veloper for a publisher, so as to be
able to work from home. She now
works on business development
projects on a consulting basis.

Cho’s artistic media range from
oils and graphite pencils to col-
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AMONG ANGELS…A crowd of angels surrounds Jesus as he is being sent to
change the world in Torn Curtain Productions’ Heaven’s Throne.

blonde angel sang, you thought
you were in heaven. She admon-
ished a dark-skinned, handsome
Jesus, “Go Change the World.”
The haunting refrain repeats in the
finale, and when it does, we know
we are the ones charged to do so.

night, the screens echoed the narra-
tion and songs.

Creative director Dave Shirk is not
only the featured angel storyteller,
but also the one who has put together
the outstanding video work. The ed-
iting alone is masterful, but what

“Garden Path,” oil, by Mary Cho,
16 x 20

“Woman in a Floppy Hat,” pencil
drawing, by Mary Cho, 11 x 14

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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Times Reporter Doles Out
Trophies For Issues, Folks

Who Made This Year Unique
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

December is typically the time
to sum up the events of the year.
We’ll leave the naming of the “Man
of the Year” to Time magazine and
the raking of the year’s top news
stories to the Associated Press.

Instead, here are a few other
trophies we’d like to hand out for
2003:

Best Image of the Year: The
toppling of the Saddam Hussein
statue in downtown Baghdad in
April.

Second-Best Image of the Year:
The Florida Marlins celebrating
their World Championship at Yan-
kee Stadium.

Photo Op of the Year: President
George W. Bush’s secret visit to
the troops in Iraq on Thanksgiving
Day.

Fashion Statement of the Year:
The light-colored combat boots
worn with business suits by Paul
Bremer, Presidential Envoy to Iraq.

Inexplicable Hollywood Rela-
tionship That Has Lasted Longer
Than Anyone Expected: Demi
Moore, 42, and Ashton Kutcher,
26.

Unluckiest Creatures in Union
County: The geese that inhabited

the county parks.
Most Unfairly Ignored Combat

Veteran of the Iraq War:
Shoshanna Johnson, the African-
American Army Specialist held as
a Prisoner of War after being cap-
tured in the same ambush as Army
Private Jessica Lynch. The latter
went on to gain celebrity, a televi-
sion movie and her own book,
while Johnson got none of those
rewards.

Best Free Advertising for the
Republican Party: Talk radio.

Most Entertaining Presidential
Candidate:  The Reverend Al
Sharpton.

Presidential Candidate Who’s
Star Shined the Brightest and
Briefest: General Wesley Clark.

Pulitzer Prize/Tabloid Cat-
egory: The National Enquirer,
whose exposé on Rush Limbaugh
reminded the talk radio king that
he had a drug problem.

Double-Crossers of the Year:
The French government.

Parents of the Year: Kathy and
Tom Hilton, the proud parents of
Paris and Nicky.

Siblings of the Year: Qusay and
Uday Hussein.

Train Wreck Marriage of the
Year: Liza Minnelli and David
Gest.

Issue of the Year (Westfield):
Parking, be it downtown, the decks,
Temple Emanu-El and Westfield
High School.

Issue of the Year (Scotch
Plains): The battle of the cam-
paign brochures between the
Democrats and Republicans over
the true size of the municipal prop-
erty tax hike.

Issue of the Year (Fanwood):
Just how large the Chelsea As-
sisted Living Facility will get.

Best Public Relations for a
Newly Released Movie: Having
the film’s star run for and then get
elected as Governor of California
(Arnold Schwarzenegger).

Inheritor of the Donald Nixon-
Billy Carter-Roger Clinton Em-
barrassing Presidential Brother
Baton: Neil Bush.

Best Coincidental Rhyming:
The Chairmen of the Westfield
and Scotch Plains Planning Boards
– Jay Boyle and Joe Doyle.

Nicest Pat on the Back: Scotch
Plains being named as the most
undervalued town in the country
by CBS MarketWatch.

Tour of Historic Homes Benefits
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit

ored pencils and watercolors. She
has exhibited at Galeria Gallery

and the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) Members Exhibit.

“The Westfield Art Association

is a wonderful group of people,”
she shared. “It is a joy to be around
other people who have an interest
in art.”

Another thing that gives Cho a
lot of joy is sharing her talent with
the community. As a volunteer with
the WAA Senior Outreach pro-
gram, she visits senior centers and
community centers where she con-
ducts classes once a week in water
colors, collage, sculpture and other
media.

She is also a parent volunteer
for the Habitat Club at Franklin
Elementary School, and a member
of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club.

Cho was recently commissioned
by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce to create a cover for
their member directory. It is Cho’s
graphite pencil drawing of the
Rialto Theatre which graces the
cover of the directory.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Neither torrential downpours nor gale
force winds could dampen the spirits of
those attending Thursday’s Fifteenth
Annual House Tour to benefit Reeves-
Reed Arboretum in Summit.

This year, five notable Summit
homes in Tudor and Georgian de-
signs were part of the tour. The homes
presented the house “tourists” with a
selection of English country living
charm, eclectic contemporary Euro-
pean style and contemporary el-
egance. Most of the homes were
decorated for the upcoming holidays
in lights, Christmas trees, and gar-
lands. Many collections of personal
Christmas memorabilia and treasures
added to the uniqueness of each
home.

One of the Tudor style homes in
Summit boasted a miniature doll
house that had recently been re-pa-
pered and renovated in honor of the
house tour.

In addition to the private homes,
tourists could also stop at Wisner
House, the Reeves Reed headquar-
ters building. The 1889 Colonial
Revival mansion was decked out
in Victorian finery for the holi-
days.

Carter House, the 1740’s home of
the Summit Historical Society was
also a stop on the tour, its holiday
boutique selling handmade crafts,
collectibles and holiday treats.

Those who wished to lunch could
do so at the Beacon Hill Club in
Summit.

“It’s so exciting to see how the
House Tour draws people from all

over the tri-state area,” commented
Katharine Hadow, the Arboretum’s
Director of Public Information.

Proceeds of the tour will support
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, a subur-
ban conservancy dedicated to envi-
ronmental and horticultural educa-
tion, and to the enjoyment of nature

SP-F High “Les Miserables,”
Reaches Homeless and Needy

WESTFIELD – On December 16
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
the cast of this year’s Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School show, “Les
Miserables,” entertained area home-
less and needy at a Christmas party.
The event marked a commitment by
the cast to live up to the values com-
mended in the great novel about “the
downtrodden” by engaging with the
area’s needy and homeless.

“Les Miserables”, to debut March
19, 2004, at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, entertained
millions in countries around the
world for more than a decade —
closing in New York this past spring.
Only a school version of the show
with casting restricted to amateurs is
available now for performance.

At the St. Helen’s Church Christ-
mas party, the “Les Miserables” cast
featured songs from the show itself
as well as a carol sing-along with the
St. Helen’s youth group and their
guests, 30 residents at Ozanum, a
90-bed homeless shelter in Edison.

St. Helen’s youth director, Patti
Gardner, organized the event along
with the show’s director Mr. Tom
Pedas of the Cranford schools; and
producer Laurie Wellman, choral
director of the Scotch Plains Fanwood
school music department.

St. Helen’s has a tradition of send-
ing students from their youth group
to Ozanum for weekly sessions to
entertain and play with children there.
This enables mothers to run errands,
attend job interviews or otherwise
seek to achieve a settled life.

“French Author Victor Hugo in his
monumental novel 150 years ago
dramatized needs that haven’t gone
away,” said show director Tom Pedas.
“Our students are recognizing this
not only on stage but in real-life
engagements with the less fortunate.”

In keeping with the theme of ‘Les
Miserables,’ the students are not only
entertaining at St. Helen’s this holi-
day season but seeking opportuni-
ties throughout the community to
show support for the needy.

Student performers Ryan Aspell
and Corey Fineman have organized
the cast to support the “Yes, We
Care” soup kitchen. The soup kitchen
is housed in the Zion Lutheran
Church in Clark, where a commu-
nity organization including Dr.
Sanford Fineman of Scotch Plains
gathers donated food, prepares meals
and makes weekly distributions at
the St. Joseph Social Service Center
in Elizabeth.

On behalf of the Interfaith Coun-
cil for the Homeless of Union County,
the cast will also conduct a canister
drive. Cast members are individu-
ally active in outreach programs.

“This is the first season that ‘Les
Miserables’ has been available in
northern New Jersey,” said Ms.
Wellman. “Our exceptional cast in-
cludes eight singers who are 2003
all-state chorus members selected
by the New Jersey State Music Edu-
cators Association, and nine are in
the prestigious All-Eastern Honor
Choir to perform in Boston on Feb-
ruary 14.”

“Les Miserables” will open at 8
p.m. on Friday, March 19, at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.
The play will run for five perfor-
mances. The subsequent dates are
Saturday, March 20 (evening), Sun-
day, March 21 (matinee) and the
following Friday and Saturday,
March 26-27 (evenings).

The box office opens for ticket
orders on February 1, 2004. Please
call (908) 889 7755 for tickets and
information.

through the professional care and
preservation of a historic country
estate.

Reeves Reed Arboretum is located
at 165 Hobart Avenue, Summit. For
more information, log on to their
website at www.reeves-
reedarboretum.org

ON STAGE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School March 19 production of
“Les Miserables” will feature a street urchin to be played alternately by local
elementary schoolers including Daniel Pesin and Vangelis Dimopoulos.  Pic-
tured above, from the left, are: Daniel Pesin and other cast members of the play.

In 2004, A&E will focus
heavily on the musically

inclined in our area.
Your input is welcome.

E-mail ae@goleader.com

For your New Year’s
Eve entertainment,
make your reserva-
tions now at the
Northside Trattoria.
Call Chris or Tim at
(908) 232-7320.


