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Mary Ann Williams
Sixth Grade Mathematics Teacher,
Park Middle School, Scotch Plains

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 53
Hometown: Before moving to

Clark, Ms. Williams
was a Plainfield resi-
dent.

Education: Ms.
Williams obtained her
Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Elementary
Education, Grades K
through 8 from New-
ark State College, cur-
rently known as Kean
University. At
Marygrove College in
Detroit, Mich., she re-
ceived her Master of
Arts degree in Teach-
ing. Currently, she is
pursuing a supervi-
sory certificate.

Previous Experience: From 1972
to 1978, Ms. Williams taught sixth
grade at Brunner Elementary School
in Scotch Plains. After this posi-
tion, she taught nursery school stu-
dents and parochial school pupils.
In 1987, she returned to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school dis-
trict as a sixth grade mathematics
teacher. She has held this post ever
since.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: While doing her post-graduate
work, Ms. Williams became familiar
with a variety of teaching strategies
which appealed to visual learners, au-
ditory learners and kinesthetic learn-
ers. When applying this knowledge to
mathematics instruction, she watched
students’ faces light up when, unbe-
knownst to them, they grasped a higher
level of a mathematics concept.

What I Love About the School
District: “There is a great diversity
of population and a lot of parental
support and interest in the children,”

she stated.
Favorite Topic to

Teach: Ms. Will-
iams loves to teach
pre-algebra because
students get to
“leave the land of
plain arithmetic and
learn a new lan-
guage, so to speak.”
At that time, she
noted, the pupils
can apply all of the
basic math prin-
ciples in a new, ex-
citing way.

The Future of
Education in

America: “We need to become more
competitive and I think there is a lot
of overlapping in the curriculum that
needs to be addressed,” said Ms.
Williams. “The countries ahead of
us have done away with re-teaching
basic concepts and have moved stu-
dents along and ahead.” Based on
workshops she has attended and read-
ing she has done, Ms. Williams be-
lieves that, if this can be accom-
plished, students would be ahead of
the learning curve.

My Goal As An Educator: “When
I retire or even before I retire, I
would like to help new teachers com-
ing into the profession. That is why
I’m going for the supervisory cer-
tificate,” she reported.

Home Life: Ms. Williams is the
mother of two sons, Stephen, 25,
and Peter, 23. Both children are pur-
suing careers in education.

Mary Ann Williams

Magnet School Team Wins
Bridge-Building Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS—A team of
bridge builders from Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch
Plains captured the top prize in the
Advanced Division of the Annual
Bridge Building Competition this
year hosted by Union County Col-
lege.

The four Magnet High School
students built a bridge from tongue
depressors and dowels that held a
record 132.5 pounds, earning them
the First Place finish in a competi-
tion that brings together more than
two dozens teams from 11 area
high schools.

The team credits their continued
success to a special “I-beam” de-
sign employed in each bridge build-
ing project.

“It’s a special I-beam design
we’ve come up with that strength-
ens the bridge and allows it to hold
the weight,” explained Alex Clark,
a senior from Fanwood who has

competed successfully in the an-
nual competition for the Magnet
High the past three years.

“We’re very particular about how
we put it together,” noted Alex. “I
wouldn’t say we’ve patented it, but
no one’s been able to copy the
design successfully yet!”

The Magnet High School team
has won First Place in the popular
competition for the past four years
— in the novice category three
years ago, and in the advanced cat-
egory for the past three years.

Three of the team members, Alex,
Eric Whitman of Westfield, and
JonKristoffer Bisda of Rahway,
have been competing together since
they were freshmen; a new team
member, senior Adam Englemeier
of Berkeley Heights, joined the
group this year.

“We needed a pair of competent
hands and an able mind,” Alex said
of Adam, their new recruit.

The Seventh Annual Bridge
Building competition took place
November 20 in The Commons at
Union County College’s Cranford
campus. Teams from 11 high
schools in Union County partici-
pated at both the novice and ad-
vanced level.

All teams are to build a Truss
bridge using only wooden tongue
depressors, wooden dowels, plas-
tic wire ties, string and glue. The
teams are given six weeks to design
and build the structures, which vary
in length from 36 ¾-inches long in
the novice division to 57 ¾-inches
long in the advanced category.

At the competition, the bridges
are supported between two tables
and weighed down with 1 ¼ pound
free weights until they collapse.

Alex said the Magnet High team’s
bridge held 132.5 pounds to win
the competition … and the team of
seniors with a knack for engineer-
ing and design walked about with a
First Place plaque and something
even more rewarding: “Bragging
rights,” said Alex.
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Student Offers Salient Points
Regarding Parking Around WHS

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Parking is a big issue in Westfield
right now. Okay, it’s actually a huge
issue that encompasses several dif-
ferent smaller problems around town.

For me, the most imminent matter
is the parking situation around
Westfield High School (WHS). So
much has been going on in the past
year or so about this, but no one has
really found a solid solution.

Recently, the Town Council took
the current proposal off the table,
and next year’s council will have to
decide what to do about the fiasco.
The reason why no compromise has
been reached is because there will
never be one that satisfies all parties
involved as long as the situation is
the same. Changes must be made.

On one side are the students, who
think they deserve the right to park on
whatever streets they want. On the
other side are the residents, who also
deserve the right to have a quiet street
devoid of loitering, littering teenagers.

Yet, there are factors that are for-
gotten or not considered when people
start complaining about students’ park-
ing. The issues are usually ones which
only impact students, but do not enter
the minds of adults, especially those
who do not have children.

First of all, when somebody tells me
I should be walking to school I want
them to try and carry my backpack.
The thought of someone over the age
of 25 trying to lug my 50-pound back-
pack a mile to school twice a day
makes me laugh. I know plenty of kids
who have back problems from trying
to carry around overloaded backpacks
day after day during school. My mom
can tell you, older folks are especially
prone to this particular ailment.

The same principle can be applied
to riding a bike. I am sure nobody
wants me to lose my balance, and
have my backpack pull me down into
some oncoming traffic.

In addition, I live near North Av-
enue, where, recently, cars have hit
two people. It is becoming more and
more dangerous to be a pedestrian or
rider in the streets.

Furthermore, driving to school has
become somewhat of a necessity. We
all know how busy kids are today –
that is a topic for another time. But
the truth of the matter is mom doesn’t
want to bring us to all of our activi-
ties and after-school jobs for the rest
of her life. Plus, there are more and
more families where two parents
work. Those kids need a car, if only
to drag their little siblings between
Gumbert Field and Houlihan.

Having a car means independence
and mobility, which is important to a
person when they live in an area
devoid of public transportation.

Please do not tell us to carpool.
Not only are there are no HOV lanes
on the circle, but there is also a state
law that says 17 year olds cannot
drive more than one person un-re-
lated to them at one time. Therefore,
that generates more cars, but that
was not exactly within our control.

Last year, WHS students received a
survey in homeroom asking about
possible solutions to the parking prob-
lem. I thought that any kids living
within a half mile of the school should
not be eligible to drive, because that’s
only reasonable. Parking in their drive-
way is probably closer than any park-
ing spot they could possibly procure.

I did not choose the option that
would give driving privileges only to
seniors. Juniors have the same re-
sponsibilities and obligations that
seniors do, except we have not yet
been accepted into college. So then
again we probably do more stuff.

The issue of Open Lunch is also a
vital part of this problem. I thought
that we had that resolved last year.
Juniors and seniors are allowed to
leave during their lunch periods. Now,
we are subject to draconian laws
about wearing our quickly snapped
photos from last year around our
necks, and ONLY on a lanyard.

Driving is part of the problem be-
cause that’s how we get to Quizno’s
and Burger King. If we have Open
Lunch, then juniors should also be
able to park close to the school in
order to have easy access to their car
during lunchtime. We only have a
measly 40 minutes, you know.

From there arises the problem of
kids loitering on streets adjacent to
the school like Edgar Road. From
personal experience, I can say that
there are kids hanging out there no
matter what. There is a row of trees
that block the view from the school,
and therefore it will always be a
popular area to stand around.

Yet only a very small percentage
of students can be included in this
group. A good number of us are law-
abiding citizens, just like most of the
people who read this paper. Stereo-
typing is never a good thing. Don’t
let a select few ruin it for the whole.

Those residing near the school have
a right to complain, because the stu-
dents I described above do some-
times become disruptive. However,
where there are schools, there are
kids. When they purchased their
homes they knew that a school was
nearby. They could expect to have
cars from students, and the students
themselves, near their homes.

I understand that there are cars
parked bumper to bumper on some
streets, and in some cases block drive-
ways. The police could ticket those
who do not follow the law regarding
parking and help to avoid the prob-
lems that could arise. A code should
not be imposed upon students who
could potentially hold permits; the
laws are already in the books, they
just need to be enforced.

Money generated from this could
negate the need for permits. Addi-
tionally, since the police seem pretty
liberal about handing out tickets in
town, why should they be so stingy
near the school?

I am the first to say that I am biased,
I will admit it, I am a student and
therefore on the side of my brethren.
Plus, I want to be able to drive to school
when I get my license and become part
of the proud ranks of students who can
drive themselves to school.

But, I think all should consider the
aforementioned points. I don’t have a
final solution to the problem; right
now there isn’t one. Basically, there
needs to be some changes made in the
behavior of students, but also in how
the town reacts to those who break the
laws. Instead of remaining static, there
needs to be some creative work done
that will find a permanent solution to
the problem of the century — parking.

WF Day Care Center Bids
Farewell to Vera Calhoun

HAPPY RETIREMENT…The staff, children and families of the Westfield Day
Care Center gathered for their 36th annual holiday party on December 11 and
dedicated the evening’s festivities to Vera Calhoun.

WESTFIELD – During their 36th
annual holiday party, members of
the Westfield Day Care Center hon-
ored retiring Director of the Westfield
Infant/Toddler Center, Vera Calhoun.

A member of the staff for 16 years,
Mrs. Calhoun will retire this month.

“Vera has been an inspirational
leader of staff, family and children
and will be greatly missed by every-

one here at the center,” said Rachel
Arasin, Executive Director of the
center.

Mrs. Calhoun was honored with a
plaque, which described the quali-
ties of everyday heroes.

During the festivities, the children
sang holiday songs. Classroom par-
ties and a visit with Santa Claus were
also held.

Georgetown University
Welcomes MS Resident

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Office of
Public Affairs at Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. has re-
ported that Mountainside resident
Stephanie DeVos has been welcomed
into the Class of 2007. Stephanie, a
2003 graduate of The American
School, Switzerland, has already
begun matriculating as a freshman in
the Walsh School of Foreign Ser-
vice.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Donates
Gifts for Children in Need

BRINGING JOY FOR OTHERS…Pamela Yulo of Piscataway, left, Rachel
Cleaver of Cranford, Peter Minnium of Scotch Plains, and Tommy Haborak of
Edison, right, check out the donations given by their classmates and the middle
school students for the charity which the school supports in various ways
throughout the year.

EDISON — Members of Ellen
Colandrea and Debbie Kendall’s fifth
grade classes at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison collected
new toys and games donated for the
Starfish Foundation in Plainfield.

The gifts will be distributed to
children in need in the Middlesex/

Union County areas.
Since September, the independent

school’s three divisions of Lower
School, Middle School and Upper
School have run food drives, a used
coat drive, a blood drive, and various
fundraisers for charities on the local,
state, and national level.

Educator Turturiello Named
Master Music Teacher of Year
SCOTCH PLAINS – The New Jer-

sey Music Educators Association
(NJMEA) has named Vincent
Turturiello as the recipient of the
2004 Master Music Teacher Award.
The award will be presented at the
NJMEA convention in February.

Mr. Turturiello has been teaching
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district for 25 years.
During his tenure, he has
served as the Fine Arts
Supervisor, High School
Wind Ensemble Director
and Jazz Band Director.

A New Jersey native, he
graduated Belleville High
School and received a
Bachelor of Arts degree
and Master of Arts degree
from New Jersey City Uni-
versity (NJCU) in Music
Education. He studied clarinet under
David Dworkin of the Metropolitan
Opera Orchestra and saxophone un-
der Charlie “Leeds” Liebowitz. He
credits much of his teaching success
to Nick Cerratto, the Wind Sym-
phony Director and Percussion Pro-
fessor at NJCU.

Known as “Mr. T” by his students,
he began his teaching career at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
1978. At that time, the music
program’s enrollment tallied 145 stu-
dents. By 1987, the program grew to
530 pupils with a 280-member
marching band.

Currently, Mr. Turturiello directs
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Wind Ensemble and
Jazz Band; both groups have received
numerous awards in national compe-
titions and state festivals.

The Wind Ensemble has received
gold ratings in the state concert band
festival and has represented the dis-
trict at the New Jersey State Gala
Concerts. At the Festival of Music, a
national competition, the Wind En-
semble consistently earned superior
ratings and won the Dr. William
Revelli Award for “Most Outstand-
ing Concert Band” numerous times.

The school’s jazz band, “The
Moonglowers,” has been competing
at the state and national level for 20
years, is directed by Mr. Turturiello.
The group has qualified for the
NJIAJE state finals and has placed in
the top five bands in the state for the
past 10 years. In 2001, they were the
NJIAJE state champions. At the Fes-
tival of Music, the group has consis-
tently been selected as the “Out-
standing Jazz Band” at the award

ceremony.
“I care for my students like they

are my own children,” said Mr.
Turturiello. “I hope my teaching goes
beyond the trophies and awards. I try
to teach my students to respect the
hard work of their peers, to care for
each member of their band, to work
hard and to be dedicated so that they

will not only become good
musicians but good people
as well.”

Several of Mr.
Turturiello’s students have
entered the music profes-
sion in education and per-
formance.

David Heilman, a per-
cussionist who graduated
in 1995, has played in the
orchestra for the Broad-
way musical, Swing. He is

currently a featured performer on
Broadway in the musical, Stomp.

Other students, Whitney Slaten and
Troy Simms, have been featured alto
saxophonists with Clark Terry and
Roland Henna. And, Ethan Nash,
Charlie Jackson, Brad Gillett, David
Hilton, Charles Dettmar, John
Brzozowski and Annmarie Calabrese
are currently music educators.

Mr. Turturiello and his wife, Joyce,
have three daughters, Felicia, Gina
and Kristen, who were all state ath-
letes who played tennis at the college
level.

As a band director, Mr. Turturiello
believes that it is very easy to spend
more time at school than with his
family. He made it a priority, how-
ever, to be involved in all of his
daughters’ school activities.

“My family is the reason I was
successful as a teacher and part of
why I am receiving this prestigious
award,” he noted.

Throughout his career, Mr.
Turturiello has integrated athletics
and music to benefit SPFHS stu-
dents. Many athletes have partici-
pated in his ensembles and continue
to join the music program. He has
coached tournament softball teams
for 14 years and has taken his teams
to national tournaments in Florida
and Virginia.

As a music director, Mr.
Turturiello’s groups have distin-
guished themselves on a variety of
levels. During his career, the march-
ing band performed for the New York
Giants, New Jersey Generals, and the
New York Jets. The band was selected
as the “Best Marching Band” in the
Annual New York Columbus Day
Parade and the ensemble performed
in the “Real People” variety show.

Through his efforts, SPFHS was
named a Grammy Signature School
of the Arts. Recently, the Paper Mill
Playhouse nominated the SPFHS Pit
Orchestra for a Rising Star Award for
their rendition of Anything Goes.

Additionally, The Moonglowers
won MacDonald’s Tri-State Jazz
Championship. The group has also
performed with the Brecker Broth-
ers at the Village Gate in Manhattan,
the Showboat Casino in Atlantic City,
and was a featured ensemble at the
Atlantic City Convention Hall.

Vincent Turturiello

Trip to Casinos Is Planned
To Help Homeless Animals

COUNTY — People for Animals
will offer a two-day motor coach
tour to the Mohegan Sun and
Foxwoods casinos on Sunday and
Monday, February 15 and 16. Reser-
vations must be made by Monday,
January 5.

The tour will include escorted
motor coach transportation from
Union, an overnight stay at the
Mohegan Sun Resort and Casino, a
five-hour visit to the Foxwoods Ca-
sino, two buffet meals and $30 in
gaming coupons.

All proceeds from this trip will
benefit People for Animals, a non-
profit animal welfare organization

serving New Jersey. Funds will be
used to shelter, feed and provide
veterinary care for homeless cats and
dogs.

To reserve a place on the tour,
please call Progressive Travel at (908)
688-8787. The cost is $159 per per-
son for double hotel room occupancy
and $225 per person for single hotel
room occupancy.

In addition to motor coach trans-
portation, the overnight hotel stay,
two buffet meals and the gaming
coupons, the price includes free park-
ing in Union, baggage handling at
the hotel, along with hotel tax plus
bellman and bus driver tips.

Rui Lu Named Fellow
At John Hopkins Univ.

FANWOOD – Rui Lu, a Johns
Hopkins University sophomore
from Fanwood, has been selected
as one of the university’s
Woodrow Wilson Fellows, a
group of students who focus on
original research and scholarship
while still in their undergraduate
years.

Rui will work with a faculty
mentor and receive research fund-
ing to cover travel, equipment or
other related costs for four years.
She will participate in a senior
year seminar in which their origi-
nal work will be analyzed as part
of a discussion of the major intel-
lectual questions in her field.

Rui intends to focus her re-
search on “The Commercializa-
tion of China’s Education.”

She is the daughter of Shuming
Lu and attended Westfield High
School.

Coppa Sworn in as
Member of NJ Bar

WESTFIELD – Frank Coppa, a
1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, was recently sworn in as a
member of the New Jersey Bar in a
private ceremony officiated by the
Honorable Robert Passero,
Assigment Judge of Passaic County.

Mr. Coppa is a 2000 graduate of
Rutgers College, where he majored
in anthropology. While an under-
graduate at Rutgers College, Mr.
Coppa was a four-year competitor on
the Rutgers University Men’s Var-
sity Swim Team and a Big East
Acedemic All Star. Mr. Coppa gradu-
ated from Rutgers School of Law –
Camden in 2003.

As a law student, Mr. Coppa was a
reciepient of the Reed Rotary Schol-
arship and the Law School Dean’s
Scholarship. He was the lead article
editor for the Journal of Law and
Religion at the University. While in
law school, Mr. Coppa worked for
the Disciplinary Review Board in
Trenton, the Union County
Prosecuter’s Office and completed
an externship with the Philadelphia
Board of Education Office of Gen-
eral Council. Mr. Coppa is currently
serving as a clerk to the Honorable
Robert Passero.

Power Wheelchairs
Are Made Available
To Seniors, Disabled
COUNTY – The Senior Mobility

Program makes available to senior
citizens and the permanently dis-
abled power (electric) wheelchairs
at no cost to the recipient, if they
qualify.

The power wheelchairs are pro-
vided to those who cannot walk and
cannot self-propel a manual wheel-
chair in their home, and who meet
additional guidelines of the program.
No deposit is required. To find out
about eligibility criteria, please call
(800) 451-0971.
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