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MS Beechwood School
To Open on January 7

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Mountainside Board of
Education meeting on Tuesday night,
the plan to open Beechwood School
on January 7 was presented. Chief
School Administrator Dr. Gerard
Schaller stated that Deerfield School
will close at 1 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 19, Monday, December 21,
and Tuesday, December 22, so that
teachers can have the afternoons to
pack for the move at the end of the
month.

The holiday break will be extended
to include Monday, January 5, and
Tuesday, January 6.

Beechwood School will be open to
tour on Monday and Tuesday De-
cember 29 and 30. Students in the
Moppet program through second
grade will be touring the school to-
day with their teacher to see where
their classroom is located prior to
their first day at Beechwood.

Many parents who will have chil-
dren at both schools voiced concern
over pick-up since dismissal will be
at the same time for both schools. Dr.
Schaller made it clear that no child
will be left unattended while waiting
to be picked up, and urged parents to
be patient while all the problems are
worked out.

“We will be keeping close tabs on
it. It has been quite some time since
we have had two schools open in the
district,” Dr. Schaller added.

A letter will be sent to all parents
regarding the early dismissal and
busing schedules.

Curriculum Coordinator Angela
Cosimano made a presentation to the
board regarding Reading Recovery, a
program designed to help poor read-
ers. The board will add a reading
instructor to its staff to teach the pro-
gram, either by certifying a current
teacher or hiring an individual whom
is already certified in the program.

The program focuses on first grad-
ers who have difficulty in reading by
teaching them strategies to overcome
their deficits. The child would meet
with the instructor for 30 minutes
every day for one-on-one help focus-
ing on their individual strengths and
weaknesses. As soon as a child can
“achieve” and independently over-
come his or her weaknesses, he or
she returns to the classroom and an-
other student enters the program.

“The program is supplemental, not
a replacement. Early intervention
could really help them succeed. It
saves the child’s dignity,” Ms.
Cosimano said. The board will make
a decision in January as to how it will
fill the position.

One parent questioned the policy
of the board to hire parent coaches,
stating that it is sometimes hard for a
parent to be impartial.

“Sports, especially at this level,
should be inclusive, not exclusive,”
parent Gary Richard said.

Coaching positions are first offered
to staff members before being offered
to the general public. Dr. Schaller
stated that it is not the policy of the
board to make recommendations to
coaches on how to run their team.

WF Council Recognizes Outgoing
Members Albano, Haas, Jacobson

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Members of the armed forces and
outgoing councilpersons were rec-
ognized for their service during the
Tuesday evening meeting of the
Westfield Town Council.

Marine Corps Sergeant John Arlia,
United States Navy Lieutenant
Zachary Cuca, and the family of
Marine Corps Captain Matthew
Gorbaty were all honored by the
American Legion and the council for
their service overseas during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.

Next, the council recognized de-
parting Democrat Councilwoman
Susan Jacobson, Democrat Council-
man David Haas and Republican
Councilman Matthew Albano.

Republican First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana said that Council-
man Haas, “cares very much about
what other people care about.”

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt added, “No
matter what you think, this commu-
nity will always look at you as a
leader.”

Councilwoman Jacobson thanked,
“all of you who have supported me
and believed in me through all my
years of public service.”

Democrat Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence Goldman told her
that he, “can’t think of anyone else
who can rise up to the level (of
volunteerism) that you have shown.”

Councilman Goldman said, “Now
I truly feel abandoned.”

Councilman Caruana added that
Councilman Albano “was the voice
of integrity.”

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance to increase pen-
alties for parking violations. This
ordinance raises the cost of a parking
ticket from $13 to $20.

Former Republican Councilman
Neil Sullivan cautioned the council
that making the parking fine too high
would deter shoppers from the down-
town.

During the open discussion by citi-
zens, Gary Goodman, owner of 37
Elm Street, said that he had been
furnishing parking permits to his ten-
ants, but he now understands that he,
as the landlord, will not be permitted
to renew the permits. He said that
because of the enforcement of the

Republican First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse said that Council-
woman Jacobson, “earned my respect
before you even got on this dais.”

The most emotional presentation
of the night was made to senior Coun-
cilman Albano, who has served on
the council since 1996.

“I consider you not only my fellow
council people, but also my friends,”
he said.

Councilman Echausse told him,
“You’ve been a great mentor to me,”
adding, “you ’da man.”

policy, he will have difficulty renting
the space.

Codding Road resident Brian
Pietrewiez requested that the resi-
dential side of the street be marked as
no parking, to alleviate congestion
caused by high school students park-
ing on the street.

Mary Lou Stevens and Anita
Whalen of Gallows Hill Road re-
quested that a recently installed speed
hump be removed. Both women cited
noise problems and safety hazards.

Adjustment Board
Denies Temple Lot

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a final 4-3 vote, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Monday
denied Temple Emanu-El’s applica-
tion to construct a parking lot on an
adjacent piece of property that the
temple bought from a local devel-
oper.

The temple needed a use variance,
as the property acquired had been
residential housing. Five affirmative
votes were required from the board
for the variance to be granted. Seven
members were present at the meet-
ing.

According to an ordinance under
the Master Plan of Westfield, imper-
vious coverage — made up of a
substance like asphalt that cannot
absorb water — is only allowed for
50 percent of the total area of a
conditional use property.

According to the temple’s appli-
cation, 67 percent was proposed.

A letter from Kenneth Marsh, Town
Engineer, who was not present, was
read at the meeting. He asked that the
temple work with the town’s engi-
neering department on drainage is-
sues as a condition should the appli-
cation be granted.

The application initially included
170 spaces, later reduced to 163
spaces, and reduced again last week
to 145 spaces. According to testi-
mony given by Licensed Professional
Planner Michael Kauker during pre-
vious hearings, based upon the floor
area of the temple facilities, 330
parking spaces are required for the
temple by Westfield ordinance.

According to board members Doris
Molowa, Chris Mascaile and Larry
McDermott, the coverage for the
parking lot requested by the temple
was too much.

Mr. McDermott stated, “I think
both sides should be commended for
their hard work and testimony, but
the fact is that it is in a residential
zone. In my tenure on the board, we
have always weighed the feelings of
residents in a residential zone.”

Other members of the board, like
William Heinbokel, also noted that
it was a hardship for the neighbor-
hood to host a parking lot with 145
spaces, but that he thought the deci-
sion was a “balancing act” between
what was good for the immediate
neighborhood and what was good for
the town at large.

Board member Francis Smith said
he thought perhaps the application
would be more apt to pass if the
temple had reduced the number of
spaces by 25, and had agreed to
implement conditions such as doors
being closed during civic events;
smoking being limited to the court-

yard area; civic functions being lim-
ited to 12 per year; having all events
end by midnight; having garbage
picked up only after 8 a.m., and
having as many lights as reasonably
possible turned off.

Mr. Smith noted the application
was a difficult decision because,
“there is too much coverage versus
not enough parking.” He added, “I
would like to lessen the impact on
the whole neighborhood.”

During a short recess, John
Schmidt, the attorney for the temple,
met with members of the temple to
discuss Mr. Smith’s proposal.

Mr. Schmidt subsequently noted
that the temple representatives sug-
gested that 28 spaces could be cut
from the design, but that they then
wanted to add 11 grass spaces as
pavers closer to the East Broad Street
line, to be used when there is a need
for overflow parking spots.

James Flynn, Attorney for mem-
bers of U.N.I.T.E. (United Neigh-
bors Investigating Temple Expan-
sion), then asked, if the 11 grass
pavers were going to be added, could
the temple remove the three addi-
tional spaces closest to Fair Acres
Avenue, giving that street an addi-
tional 30-foot buffer.

It was then suggested that the
temple could have 13 grass pavers.

As the amended application went
to a final vote, Board Chairman Vince
Wilt, Vice-Chairman Mr. Heinbokel,
and board members Reid Edles and
Mr. Smith cast affirmative responses
— which were not enough to grant
the use variance.

Mrs. Molowa stated, “I am look-
ing at the practicality of it. The num-
ber of spaces has already been shaven
down. It’s like putting a band aid on

                              Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER TRAGEDY...On December 11, another tragedy occurred at 5
p.m. with the death of a pedestrian on North Avenue. This incident marks
the second pedestrian death in Westfield on North Avenue in two days.

Pedestrians Killed
On North Avenue

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just two days after 62-year-old
Helen Freindt was struck and killed
by a motor vehicle in the front of
Lord & Taylor, 58-year-old Phyllis
Apperman of Mountainside was
hit and killed on North Avenue
near Hillcrest Avenue.

Thursday’s accident occurred
at 4:53 p.m. when M. Muhamed-
Aly, 62, of Plainfield struck Mrs.
Apperman with his Dodge Cara-
van. Mrs. Apperman succumbed
to her injuries at University Hos-
pital in Newark at 6:55 p.m.

Summonses are pending follow-
ing further investigation of the ac-
cident.

According to Westfield Police
Captain Clifford Auchter, there
have been 1,000 accidents in
Westfield this year. There have
been 12 accidents involving pe-
destrians this year, including the
two fatalities. Four of the acci-
dents involved minor injuries in
which the pedestrians did not go to
the hospital, while five accidents
involved moderate injuries and one
victim ran away.

In 1999, Ellen Interdonato, 71,
and Anna Tkacova, 23, were killed
in separate incidents while attempt-
ing to cross East Broad Street.
Sherry Warman, 30, was killed
while trying to cross North Avenue
in December of 2000.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Class will be in session at Westfield
High School (WHS) for the obser-
vance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
birthday on January 16, 2004. The
decision to open for a half day, made
by the Westfield Board of Education
at its meeting on December 16, comes
as a result of Superintendent Dr. Wil-
liam Foley’s concerns about the pos-
sibility of a snowy winter.

WHS opened a day later than the
rest of the schools in the district due
to delays in construction on the build-
ing. Additionally, the entire school
district was off on the day that Hur-
ricane Isabel made landfall in Sep-

tember. By state law, each school
must have 180 instructional days.

In making the 2003-2004 school
calendar, the board provided each
school with three snow days, plus
one extra school day that the district
has the right to waive, bringing the
total to 184 days of instruction. In the
event that all of the allotted extra
days are used up and the schools
need to close again, the district is
obligated to take back vacation days
in order to reach the prescribed 180-
day mark.

Dr. Foley cited the unusually heavy
December snowfall as one reason for
the adjustment.

“If last weekend’s snowstorm had
happened on a Monday instead of a
Friday afternoon, we would have
lost two snow days,” he said.

Dr. Foley has been in touch with
members of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Coalition, a group of which he
himself is a member, to explain his
reasons for wanting to have class at
WHS on the holiday. Dr. Foley
stressed to the board that the mea-
sure he proposed is “something for
this year and this year alone.”

Dr. Foley also told the board that
WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix has
expressed interest in scheduling ac-
tivities that revolve around Dr. King
and his contributions to the Civil
Rights movement and the nation’s
social fabric.

The board engaged in a lengthy
discussion of the proposition’s vir-
tues. Board of Education Vice Presi-
dent Anne Riegel mentioned the fact
that a number of families plan vaca-
tions over the extended weekend. At
the end of the discussion, the mea-
sure passed by a vote of 7-1, with Ms.
Riegel being the lone voice of dis-
sent.

The remaining schools in the dis-
trict will still be closed on the holi-
day.

Board Secretary and Business
Administrator Robert Berman pre-
sented the board with a preview of
the 2004-2005 school district bud-
get. He said that the budget is likely
to increase by approximately 6 per-
cent.

For the fourth straight year, there
is no projected increase in state aid,
which has remained flat at $4,430,754
since the 2001-2002 budget.

The presentation included a list of
likely expenditures for the district,
including an increase in the cost of
special education, collective bargain-
ing agreements, a 12 percent to 15
percent increase in the cost of medi-
cal insurance for faculty and staff,
and the rising cost of capital projects
in the district.

The budget will likely call for a
proposed tax levy increase of 6.14
percent, or 20 cents.

That increase comes to “about $340
for the average family in Westfield,”
according to Ms. Riegel.

Mr. Berman’s presentation also
contained a list of important dates
for the budgeting process for the
2004-2005 spending plan.

On Tuesday, January 13, 2004, the
Program Budget, compiled by the
Finance Committee, will go before
the board. The board will then vote
on the tentative budget on Thursday,
March 4. Public hearings on the bud-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WELL DESERVED…Westfield Marine John Arlia was presented a proclama-
tion from Mayor Gregory McDermott, and a resolution and medal from Shawn
Mullen from the American Legion Martin Wallberg Post No.3 for his service to
the United States and service in Iraq.

MS Council
OKs 25 mph

For Area Road
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday evening, the
mayor and council of
Mountainside unanimously
passed on second reading an or-
dinance to establish a 25-mph
speed limit on New Providence
Road, from Deer Path to Tracy
Drive.

In other business, Ordinances
1064 and 1065 were unani-
mously passed on first reading,
amending the fines for handi-
capped parking violations, as
well as the handicapped parking
regulations themselves as man-
dated by the State of New Jersey.

According to the ordinances,
it is unlawful for any person to
park, stand or stop a motor ve-
hicle in a space designated as a
handicapped space, unless the
vehicle or person has been is-
sued special vehicle identifica-
tion cards by the Division of
Motor Vehicles.

In addition, the penalties for
such a violation will be increased
by three dollars. The state has
mandated that $1 go to an au-
tism fund and that $2 be for-
warded to a DNA fund.

In other business, the mayor
and council noted that they would
allow Union County to apply for
a Special Deer Management
Permit from the New Jersey Di-
vision of Fish & Wildlife for the
2004 Deer Management Pro-
gram.

According to a memo from
the county, the borough has 100
more deer than the preferable
number of 60 set forth by county.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, the county stated the
hunt would last a maximum num-
ber of three days, starting on
Monday, March 1. He said it was
noted there would be 12 agents
working and that the hunt would
cease after 100 deer had been
removed or after three days had
passed, whichever came first.

It was stated that there have
been many more deer sightings
within the last year than in previ-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS HARMONY…The “Escape Quartet” entertained people with
perfect harmonizing of Christmas songs in downtown Westfield stores this past
Saturday. Pictured, in The Westfield Leader office, are: Georgette Chrystal,
Janell Paviolitis, Susan Schuman and Michelle Metallo.

WHS to Hold Half Day
To Observe Dr. King
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‘Santa’
Dave

Williams

Wed-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun-Tue 9am-6pm•Weather permitting

Ladies & 
Gentlemen...

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

Expires
12/22/03

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

...We got ‘em
Yes it’s true...We have hundreds of beautiful 

Poinsettias, in our heated greenhouse. Did you 
know that the longer a Poinsettia is left wrapped 
in a plastic sleeve, the shorter it will last when you 
get home?  We’ve found that after 12 hours a 
poinsettia will begin its decline. How long do you 
think those pre-wrapped plants that you see at 
some of those larger highway stores have been 
sitting there?

Our poinsettias arrive Fresh from our best 
growers, and are immediately unwrapped and 
displayed in our greenhouse. We’ve had customers 
that have had their poinsettias last past 
Valentines Day.

Did you know that Poinsettias are NOT 
poisonous?  All those years you’ve gone without, 
and its because of an old wive’s tale. 

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Free Photo
W/Santa
Sat. & Sun.
1pm - 4pm

Hundreds of Beautiful
Poinsetias in

all Sizes & Colors

 $2  OFF
Any Poinsettia 

(over $10)

SL3 SL3

THE

COMPANY
E T PARDLY ETERSEN.

SINCE

1956

Your Environmental Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies
• Air & Water Purification Equipment

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER ST.     WESTFIELD
908.232.5723

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

LIKE THE SNOW, OUR

PRICES ARE FALLING!

• Auto Thread ExchangerTM

• Wind-In-Place Bobbin SystemTM

• Endless BobbinTM

• Multi Hooping
• Full-Color 3-d LCD Screen

www.etpetersen.com

QUANTUM  XL-5000
®

XL-5000
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WATCH OUT BELOW… The Westfield Fire Department responded to severe
snow condition on December 8. Firefighters  knocked off a large amount of snow
and ice off various rooftops in downtown Westfield.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
• A business on Elm Street reported a

shoplifting incident in which 23 DVD
videos were removed from the establish-
ment. Police said a white male, approxi-
mately 6 feet and 1 inch tall, between 17
and 20 years old, with long hair, was
suspected of taking the videos. He was
wearing a gray sweatshirt and blue jeans
at the time the incident occurred. A sub-
sequent search of the area was conducted
but the suspect could not be located.

Business Will Continue
At Parker Greenhouses

Frank Quinn of St. Marks Avenue
and Karen Masciale and Ed Brown of
Gallows Hill Road spoke in favor of
keeping the speed hump as it slows
traffic down.

Maureen Rothfelder, who witnessed
one of last week’s fatal pedestrian
accidents, asked the council to make
traffic safety a priority in the New
Year.

Mr. Sullivan praised the council for
implementing the traffic calming mea-
sures, but recommended better signage
and striping.

He also said that several years ago a
plan was developed to mark areas in
town where lighting was deficient. Mr.
Sullivan recommended that the council
review the plan and work with PSE&G
to correct the lighting problems.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the new speed humps on
Gallows Hill Road have not been
marked because of weather problems,
but that temporary signage is in place.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $20,000 expenditure for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) to make improvements to their
website.

The council also approved the 2003
and 2004 salaries for the teamsters
and the 2004 salaries for the Westfield
Police Department.

The new council will meet on Tues-
day, January 6, 2004.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
SCOTCH PLAINS — Though

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center, Scotch Plains, endured a mi-
nor fire and a major snowstorm over
the weekend of December 12 through
14, the business re-opened almost im-
mediately, and it is business as usual to
accommodate holiday shoppers.

“It’s been business as usual,” said
Steve Parker, owner of the 14-acre gar-
den center. “In a sense, we were fortu-
nate because the fire occurred in one of
our equipment storage buildings lo-
cated several acres away from the green-
houses and retail center. The Scotch
Plains Fire Department responded, and
that was the end of it,” he said.

The untimely events only tempo-
rarily affected customer traffic at the
center, but it did not dampen the holi-
day spirit of the staff.

“Because of the snowstorm, some
people couldn’t get here for the portrait
sessions with our photographer,” Mr.
Parker explained. “So, he’ll be back for
the weekend of December 20 and 21,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.”

Photographs will be available to cus-
tomers in 4” x 6” proofs, 8” x 10” prints
or digital CD’s. Parker is offering spe-
cial prices on photos taken in the-
cheerfully decorated greenhouses.

In addition, the center offers thou-
sands of Poinsettias, plenty of pre-
mium live and cut trees, holiday greens,
gifts, light displays, centerpieces, cus-
tom wreaths and garlands.

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Gar-
den Center is located at 1325 Terrill
Road, in Scotch Plains. Holiday hours
are Monday through Wednesday, 7
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday from 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, please call (908)
322-5555 and press 5 for directions
and 6 for special events.

Special Improvement District in SP
Could Be Established By March

SP-F BOE
Worker Killed
During Storm

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- It is possible
that, if matters progress without any
significant impediments, a Special
Improvement District (SID) for
Scotch Plains’ downtown business
district could be formally established
by March.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, the
Township Council’s liaison to the
SID steering committee that has been
meeting weekly since September to
investigate the particulars of setting
up a SID, said that she would be
happy if a SID was able to go from
concept to reality in just seven
months.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the steering
committee’s meetings will likely end
in late January or early February. If
the committee, which is made up of
a handful of interested
businesspeople, then decides to move
forward with establishing a SID, it
would hold a meeting with the rest of

the business community to tell them,
in essence, that it has been decided to
pursue this avenue as a way of revi-
talizing the Park Avenue-Front Street-
East Second Street area and explain
to them the details of a SID.

“As long as there was no big up-
heaval” at that time, Mrs. Malool
said, “the committee would recom-
mend to the council that it pass a SID
ordinance,” something that could be
accomplished by late winter or early
spring.

Councilwoman Malool said she was
“happy with the make-up” of the steer-
ing committee, which meets every
Tuesday evening, calling its mem-
bers “very dedicated and very inter-
ested in the future of the community.”

She expressed her desire to see
more members of the business com-
munity – both business owners and
property owners – involved in the
steering committee’s deliberations,
which, she said, have shown mem-
bers “how helpful a SID can be” and
also demonstrated that “there is no

great alternative for our downtown.”
A SID is a legal designation of a

particular area in which additional
taxes are levied in order to finance
business district improvements.

She guessed that some in the busi-
ness community have stayed away
from the SID steering committee
meetings “because they don’t be-
lieve they’re going to have a say in
this.” Usually, the local government
has dictated to local businesses, but
in the case of a SID, “this is govern-
ment taking a step back.”

She believes the government might
have adopting a wait-and-see ap-
proach and, if the SID is actually
formed, then they will become more
involved.

Mrs. Malool, who spearheaded the
formation of the steering committee
and the securing of state grants to
fund the hiring of Seth Grossman, a
consultant who has been assisting
the committee, pronounced herself
happy with the way the process has
moved forward.

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
 and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- During the
heavy snowstorm on December 6
Walter Lestarchick, Jr. was killed
while driving a Toro Ground Mas-
ter Model 345 on Terrill Road near
the intersection of Terrill Road
North bound and Mary Lane North
when he was struck by an 18-
wheeler tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

Board of Education Public In-
formation Coordinator Kathleen
Meyer confirmed that Mr.
Lestarchick was working at the time
of his death.

According to Ms. Meyer, the vic-
tim had cleared snow at one of the
schools and was headed back to the
garage, located between Park Middle
School and School One Elementary.

A lifelong resident of Scotch Plains,
Mr. Lestarchick had been on the staff
of the maintenance department since
1984. He and his wife, Karyn, had a
son, Christopher.

The Toro, which is going through
additional inspection to see if it is
operating properly, did have a li-
cense plate, and the police are check-
ing with the New Jersey State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles to dis-
cover what conditions and/or crite-
ria the vehicle needs to be consid-
ered legal on the road.

It was “just a horrible accident,”
said Fanwood Police Sergeant
Howard Jarvis. He added that 18-
wheeler “was operating in a safe
manner.”

Lieutenant Richard Trigo “as-
sumes there’s going to be” a law-
suit pending the completion of the
investigation.

Cocaine Ring Busted
In Garwood Borough

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, 90
detectives and SWAT team members
from federal, county and municipal
law enforcement agencies finished
three weeks worth of sweeps, taking
in 23 guns and 16 kilograms of drugs
— the largest seizure of drugs in a
single operation.

The suspected leader of the opera-
tion, John Sosa, 32, of Elizabeth, was
arrested while lying in his hospital
bed at University Hospital in Newark,
where he was recuperating from a
broken leg suffered from a fall off a
ladder. He was charged with being the
leader of a drug trafficking network.

His mother, Angelica Ruiz, 57,
was arrested at her Third Avenue
home with $25,000 in cash, and
charged with conspiracy to distrib-
ute controlled dangerous substances.

Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
said the man suspected of being Sosa’s
primary cocaine supplier, David Hill,
31, of Willow Avenue in Garwood,
was taken into custody during three
days of intense operations during the
week of Thanksgiving.

Detectives from Elizabeth and the
county’s Narcotic Strike Force ar-
rested Hill, who also goes by the
names Dexter Brewley and Kenneth
Jacobs, and his live-in girlfriend,
Charise Weldon, 37, inside a home in
a residential neighborhood.

There, they also found 23 guns and
16 kilograms of high purity cocaine
worth $400,000 wholesale, or up to
$3 million when cut for street sale;
eight kilograms of cutting agents
commonly used to repackage drugs,
and 30 grams of heroin.

“When a federal Drug Enforce-
ment Agency official tells me that
Union County is becoming a ‘hub’ of
drug activity here in New Jersey, I’m
obliged to disclose the magnitude of
an operation like this to the public,”
said Mr. Romankow.

He used a small display of heroin and
cocaine packaging, as well as samples
showing the kind of weapons the drug
supply suspects had in their possession,
to warn the public about the dangers
posed by high level drug trafficking.

“You’re talking about 2,000 vials
per kilogram and up depending on
how it’s cut down, and at $10 to $20
each hit, that’s enough to supply

160,000 hits of cocaine per week,”
he said. “And, sadly, we are finding
suppliers with guns in a residential
neighborhood near you.”

a six-inch wound.”
During the October temple hear-

ings testimony was also heard from
Licensed Professional Planner Peter
Steck, who argued that he thought
the Master Plan allowed for too many
parking spaces for buildings in
Westfield.

He said he thought the required
number of spaces calculated in the
Master Plan for the temple was too
high, reflecting the maximum use of
the lot, as opposed to an “average
day.”

He also felt it was impossible for
the temple to meet both the parking
requirements and the impervious cov-
erage requirements at the same time,
noting the only way it could be done
was if an existing vacant house was
demolished and grass was planted.

According to the temple’s appli-
cation, other requests for relief of
variance requirements included
maximum illumination level at the
property line; minimum height of
screen plantings; pedestrian access;
locking manhole covers and inlet
grates, and the relocation of the
temple’s shed.

The temple had previously been
before the board for a collection of
variances, including use variances
in 1964, 1966, 1967, 1986 and 1999.
All prior variances had been granted.
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get will take place on Tuesdays,
March 23 and March 30, and the
public will vote on the budget on
Tuesday, April 20.

The board was addressed by Peter
Murray, a resident of Shackamaxon
Drive. He addressed the board about
the ongoing debate regarding pupil
parking near the high school. He
thanked the board for its hard work in
forming a policy for the Town Coun-
cil to implement, but also said that
there were “several gaps” in the
board’s plan. He characterized the
parking dilemma as “a school prob-
lem, not a town problem.”

Board member Ginny Leiz, a mem-
ber of the board’s Curriculum, In-
struction, and Programs Committee,
unveiled several new science initia-
tives for students in the district’s
gifted and talented programs.

The new programs include a Life
Science Exploration program at the
third grade level, an Introduction to
Chemistry for fourth graders, an In-
troduction to Physics for sixth grad-
ers, and an Inventions course for
students in seventh grade.
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Jefferson Pupils Provide
For Needy at Holidays

HAPPY HELPERS…Rosemary Callahan’s second graders at Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield presented a basket of food for the needy to Meryl
Reichman as part of the Mandy Reichman Turkey Drive at Temple Emanu-El.
Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Susan Walsh, Mrs. Callahan, Kathy
DiNocolo, Mrs. Reidman; front row, Briana Gorrell, Maria Tata, Allison
Diamond, Eric Cantor, Leo Rosenthal and Mike DiFabio.

WESTFIELD – Students in Rose-
mary Callahan’s second grade class at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield recently presented Meryl
Reichman of Mandy Reichman Tur-
key Drive at Temple Emanu-El with a
basket of food for the needy.

Another basket was delivered to
Cranford Family Care in Cranford.

The food basket donations were part
of the class’ “Kids Care” project, which
was initiated by the children’s student
teacher Susan Walsh.

Each month, the students participate
in a community service project to help
those less fortunate. The school’s

ous years when the borough partici-
pated in the program. Last year
Mountainside did not participate.

In other business, it was announced
that a $10,000 Community Develop-
ment grant was awarded for Borough
Engineer Michael Disko to perform an
engineering study on a piece of land
that may be used as the future site of a
new community center.

The 7.5-acre parcel, called “The
Barns Track,” is located on Mountain
Avenue between the 7-11 store and the
community pool.

According to the mayor, Mr. Disko
will head a preliminary study that will
include a land survey and a topographi-
cal survey.

The next meeting for the
Mountainside Council, which is the
re-organizational meeting, is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 6, at 8 p.m.
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theme, “Character Counts” has inspired
many such activities at Jefferson School.

The Mandy Reichman Turkey Drive
was established in November of 2001
in memory of Mandy Reichman, who
died at the age of 22 after a two-year
battle with cancer.

The turkey and canned goods that
were collected by the temple were de-
livered to hundreds of hungry individu-
als in the Union County area.

Georgetown Univ.
Welcomes Wade

AREA – The Office of Public
Affairs at Georgetown University
in Washington, D.C. has reported
that  Westfield resident Kathryn
Wade has been welcomed as a
member of the Class of 2007. She
is a 2003 graduate of Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child.


