
CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

 TIMES
FIFTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

press@goleader.comOUR 45TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 52-45 Published Every Thursday Since 1959
www.goleader.com

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, December 18, 2003

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 16-18
A&E .............. 19-20

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SID in Scotch Plains
 Could Be Established

By March, Says Malool
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

It is possible that, if matters
progress without any significant im-
pediments, a Special Improvement
District (SID) for Scotch Plains’
downtown business district could be
formally established by March.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, the
Township Council’s liaison to the SID
steering committee that has been
meeting weekly since September to
investigate the particulars of setting

up a SID, said that she would be happy
if a SID was able to go from concept
to reality in just seven months.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the steering
committee’s meetings will likely end
in late January or early February. If
the committee, which is made up of
a handful of interested
businesspeople, then decides to move
forward with establishing a SID, it
would hold a meeting with the rest of
the business community to tell them,
in essence, that it has been decided to
pursue this avenue as a way of revi-
talizing the Park Avenue-Front Street-
East Second Street area and explain
to them the details of a SID.

“As long as there was no big up-
heaval” at that time, Mrs. Malool
said, “the committee would recom-
mend to the council that it pass a SID
ordinance,” something that could be
accomplished by late winter or early
spring.

Councilwoman Malool said she was
“happy with the make-up” of the steer-
ing committee, which meets every
Tuesday evening, calling its mem-
bers “very dedicated and very inter-
ested in the future of the community.”

She expressed her desire to see
more members of the business com-
munity – both business owners and
property owners – involved in the
steering committee’s deliberations,
which, she said, have shown mem-
bers “how helpful a SID can be” and
also demonstrated that “there is no
great alternative for our downtown.”

A SID is a legal designation of a
particular area in which additional
taxes are levied in order to finance
business district improvements.

She guessed that some in the busi-

Mayor Martin Marks Recaps 2003
Initiatives, Looks Forward to 2004

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After a year during which Scotch
Plains property owners were hit
with an 18-point increase in the
municipal portion of local prop-
erty taxes, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks said he is “fairly
confident we won’t be facing the
same thing next year.”

The mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that this year’s bud-
get and tax situation, which many
other communities also faced, resulted
from a weak economy and a freeze in
state aid that caused budget pressures
in which township council members
were forced to choose between cut-
ting services or raising taxes.

In 2004, Mayor Marks said, “I think
we won’t be dealing with that again.”

He noted that the economy is start-
ing to rebound and believes the local
surplus will be in a better position
than this year. The municipal budget
“will be one of the first things we’ll
sink out teeth into,” he said.

As he was this year, the mayor will
be involved next year in the effort to
get the State Legislature and the
Governor to agree to a ballot referen-
dum on whether to convene a state
constitutional convention to address
property tax reform.

Mr. Marks said that with no state-
level elections in 2004, he is hoping
legislators “have the guts” to pass the
referendum legislation, which made it
through the State Assembly last sum-
mer before dying the State Senate.

He pointed out that both local As-
sembly members Linda Stender and
Jerry Green voted for the referen-
dum bill and Senator-elect Nicholas
Scutari has expressed his support for
such a move.

Mayor Marks, who is entering the
final year of his four-year mayoral
term and his eighth year on the Town-
ship Council, told The Times he isn’t
sure if he will seek another term next
November.

“I want to let the dust settle” from
this year’s State Senate campaign in
which he lost to Mr. Scutari.

“There was a lot of time, energy
and money expended” in that race, in
which incumbent Senator Joseph

Suliga’s late September withdrawal
led to Mr. Scutari replacing him on
the November ballot and a weeks-
long effort by the Republican Party
to keep Mr. Suliga on the ballot.

The mayor said that after the holi-
days, he will discuss the question of
another mayoral race with his fam-
ily, council members and local Re-
publican leaders.

“We’ve had a lot of successes,” he
said, “and we still have more work
to do.”

The mayor noted that the town-
ship had completed renovations to
several existing parks and
ballfields, had opened the new
Memorial Park ballfield three
months ago, had awarded bids for
the renovation and expansion of
fields at Park Middle School and was
in the process of upgrading fields at
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School and at the property on
Route 22.

“Hopefully, it won’t stop there,” he
said, adding that the local government

“is always looking for potential prop-
erties” for recreational use.

Mayor Marks also sounded hope-
ful about the possibility of estab-
lishing a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) for the downtown busi-
ness area.

“In order to act as a cohesive unit, it
needs a project manager to manage
our town center: someone who can
find the right kinds of businesses and
keep them here, someone who can
market the downtown not only to
Scotch Plains residents but to people
outside of town,” the mayor said when
discussing the SID.

Noting the recent purchase of a
new senior citizen bus, the mayor
said that at a reception to christen
the new bus, he told senior groups
that a goal of his is to have a facility
built that would serve as a commu-
nity center for senior citizens. How
soon that will happen is another ques-
tion, though, given that a location
has to be found and money to fi-
nance the construction must be ap-
propriated.

BOE Worker Killed
During Snowstorm

By BENJAMIN CORBIN and
LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Times

During the heavy snowstorm on
December 6 Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
was killed while driving a Toro
Ground Master Model 345 on Terrill
Road near the intersection of Terrill
Road North bound and Mary Lane
North when he was struck by an 18-
wheeler tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

Board of Education Public Infor-
mation Coordinator Kathleen Meyer
confirmed that Mr. Lestarchick was
working at the time of his death.

According to Ms. Meyer, the vic-
tim had cleared snow at one of the
schools and was headed back to the
garage, located between Park Middle
School and School One Elementary.

A lifelong resident of Scotch

Plains, Mr. Lestarchick had been on
the staff of the maintenance depart-
ment since 1984. He and his wife,
Karyn, had a son, Christopher.

The Toro, which is going through
additional inspection to see if it is
operating properly, did have a li-
cense plate, and the police are check-
ing with the New Jersey State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles to dis-
cover what conditions and/or criteria
the vehicle needs to be considered
legal on the road.

It was “just a horrible accident,”
said Fanwood Police Sergeant
Howard Jarvis. He added that 18-
wheeler “was operating in a safe
manner.”

Lieutenant Richard Trigo “assumes
there’s going to be” a lawsuit pend-
ing the completion of the investiga-
tion.

Township Delays State Application
For Watchung Res. Deer Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County government is
pressing Scotch Plains officials to
apply to the state for a permit allow-
ing the county to conduct a deer
hunt in the Watchung Reservation,
but township officials are delaying
doing so because the county has not
responded to their requests for ac-
tion to control the growing deer
population in the Ashbrook Reser-
vation.

A state law restricts those who
can apply for a Special Deer Permit
to municipalities, county boards of
agriculture and airport operators.
As a result, the Union County gov-
ernment cannot obtain such a per-
mit; the five municipalities border-
ing the Reservation north of Route
22 have to apply for a permit and
allow the county to operate the

deer hunt in the municipalities’
name.

At the beginning of this month,
Mayor Martin Marks sent a letter to
Union County Parks and Recreation
Director Charles Sigmund, asking
for an update on the county’s long-
promised deer census in the Ashbrook
Reservation.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil conference meeting, the mayor
said he had not received any re-
sponse, noting that he was told a year
ago that a count of the deer in
Ashbrook would be done in the win-
ter of 2003-2004.

“I was hoping something of sub-
stance would be done this winter,” he
said, adding that he had promised
county officials that local authorities
would be fully supportive of any deer
control efforts.

Reiterating what he had stated in
his December 1 letter to Mr. Sigmund,
the mayor told the council that there
were 70 deer-related auto accidents
last year, with the overwhelming
number occurring on the south side

of Scotch Plains, where Ashbrook is
located. He also said that property
damage has increased and there have
been reports of some deer acting
more aggressively towards humans.

“It’s a very serious problem,” the
mayor said.

He hopes to hear some response
from the county concerning an
Ashbrook deer census. The county is
urging the five affected towns to act
as soon as possible on their applica-
tions so that the state can take formal
action in mid-January.

However, the council seems con-
tent to wait to first hear about the
deer problem on the south side of
Scotch Plains before moving for-
ward on the deer problem on the
north side.

Mayor Marks pointed out that the
council could still take action on the
application before mid-January, since
the governing body will be meeting
briefly next week and then will hold
its reorganization meeting on Thurs-
day, January 1, and a conference
meeting on Tuesday, January 6.

SP Council Adopts
One-Year Contract

With Assoc. Humane
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

With no obvious movement towards
a county-sponsored animal control
program, the Scotch Plains Township
Council approved a one-year contract
on Tuesday night with Associated
Humane Societies of Newark to pro-
vide animal control services for 2004.

At the council’s regular meeting
“its final one of the year” Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said Asso-
ciated Humane, which has provided
this service for the past several year,
had presented the township with two
options: a one-year renewal or a five-
year renewal.

The one-year contract calls for a
2.5 percent fee increase, meaning
the township will pay $41,591 for
the service. Mr. Atkins said money
for the program would be included in
the township’s 2004 budget.

Similar to other municipalities in
the area, Scotch Plains has essen-
tially been forced to choose Associ-
ated Humane Societies because there
are no other viable animal control
options. Another provider performs
this service north of Route 22 and,
despite pleas from local officials,
has refused to extend its service south
of the Watchung Reservation region.

In other business, the council will
set aside a proposal that would have
offered early retirement incentives
for about 30 township employees.
The state approved legislation earlier
this year giving municipalities the
option of providing these incentives.

Mr. Atkins told the council that if
all eligible employees had opted for
early retirement, it would have cost
the local government about $3 mil-
lion, with $2.1 million going to non-
police and fire employees and
$907,000 to police and fire personnel.

Furthermore, most of the affected
positions would have to be filled if the
present employees retired; without
any attrition, the township would not
realize much savings, Mr. Atkins said.

“This is not in the best interests of
taxpayers,” he stated.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins
warned that if there was another sig-
nificant snowfall before the end of
the month, the council might be
forced to approve an emergency ap-
propriation to fund township opera-
tions for the month of December.

The snowstorms on December 5
and 6 cost the township close to
$50,000 and last weekend’s storm,
while milder, still resulted in over-

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung Looks
Back on Time in Public Service

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung is
packing up his office at Borough
Hall, preparing to hand over the reins
to the new administration. In an in-
terview last week with The Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Times, he reflected
on the road that brought him to of-
fice, his experiences while in the
position, and his plans for the future.

“It has been an extraordinary privi-
lege and honor to serve Fanwood as
mayor these four years,” said Mayor
Jung. “It is an opportunity I never
thought I would ever have. Looking
back 30 years ago I would not have
imagined having this extraordinary
opportunity.”

While serving on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education from
1978 to 1990, Mayor Jung held the
position of President three times and
Vice President twice. After serving
as a Fanwood Councilman for six
years, he decided to run for mayor. In

the spring of 2000 he began in the
position, while also taking an early
retirement package from his em-
ployer, Exxon.

“I’ve always believed everybody
should do something in their com-
munity to give back, whether volun-
teer or elective,” he said.

Mayor Jung has received great sat-
isfaction from his experience in of-
fice, as “local government is the place
you can see the most direct effect of
what you are working on” and “see
the fruits of your labor in a very short
time.”

In his position, Mayor Jung be-
lieves he has “operated in a joint
decision making manner,” what he
calls “participative management,”
where he has sought “input from all
council members, with no surprises
for anyone.”

He has made a concerted effort to
have both Democrats and Republi-
cans in all positions he has had the
responsibility to select.

“Every committee and commis-
sion group I’ve appointed, I have
made sure was bipartisan, because I
believe we need input from every-
body, you can’t have all one group,”
he stated.

Having placed the focus on capital
improvement projects over the last
several years, Mayor Jung is proud
of the Shared Services Coordinating
Council (SSCC). Established in 2000,
consisting of the Borough of
Fanwood, the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, the
body was formally established by
resolution to facilitate the three
groups working together on projects.

The council is composed of two
elected officials and a Manager/Ad-
ministrator from each entity. Mayor
Jung “believes it is one of a kind in
New Jersey,” and has seen the results
of coordinated efforts with the Pub-
lic Works and Recreation depart-
ments.

This year $80,000 worth of field
and park maintenance equipment was
purchased, and field use scheduling
and building maintenance is now
done by computer.

The largest project accomplished
by the SSCC was an upgrade of the
Park Middle School athletic field.
Union County’s “Field of Dreams”

program awarded $100,000 to each
entity, which was then matched by
the three groups, for a total of
$600,000. A contractor has been se-
lected and work will begin in 2004.
The four fields, football, soccer, soft-
ball and baseball, will be available
not only to the school, but also to
organizations in the area.

Mayor Jung feels the SSCC is “a
significant accomplishment” also
because it allows people in each en-
tity to get to know each other, in-
creasing ease in working together on
issues.

When Mayor Jung first came to
office in 2000, he had seen during
Hurricane Floyd the previous fall
that Fanwood had significant flood-
ing issues, especially in the north-
east corner of the borough.

At a yearly meeting where Con-
gressman Michael Ferguson dis-
cusses grants, Mayor Jung put in a

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A SAD PROCESSION...Walter Lestarchick, Jr. of Scotch Plains was laid to rest
on Saturday, a week after he was killed in an accident on Terril Road.

SWEARING IN...Scotch Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool was recently
sworn in as a member of the New Jersey Bar. Councilwoman Malool is pictured
with her daughters and husband.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FANFARE...Raiders fans packed Giants Stadium last Thursday for the  state
finals against the Basking Ridge Red Raiders. Basking Ridge won 27-0.
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Community Calendar
Event Highlights

• The Annual Lions Club Christ-
mas Tree Sale runs Monday, Decem-
ber 1 through Christmas Day. The
sales run weekdays 6:30 p.m. to 9
p.m. and weekends 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. Trees, wreaths and
decorations will be on sale. Proceeds
benefit local charities and scholar-
ships.

• The Scotch Plains Library Trust-
ees monthly meeting will be held on
Thursday, December 18 at 7:30 p.m.
at the director’s office in the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

• Celebrate 100 Years of Flight on
Friday, December 19 from 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Library
Children’s Department.

• Enjoy the Christmas musical,
From Heaven’s Throne, on Saturday,
December 20, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Evangel Church.

• Take note of the SPF Kiwanis
Club Luminary Sale on Saturday,
December 20 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and on Sunday, December 21 from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Fanwood
Public Works Garage.

• The Fanwood Environmental
Commission will hold their meet-
ing Thursday, December 18 at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Community
House.

For more information about
events, please visit the community
calendars on the web:
visitscotchplains.com and
visitfanwood.com.

‘Santa’
Dave

Williams

Wed-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun-Tue 9am-6pm•Weather permitting

Ladies & 
Gentlemen...

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

Expires
12/22/03

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

...We got ‘em
Yes it’s true...We have hundreds of beautiful 

Poinsettias, in our heated greenhouse. Did you 
know that the longer a Poinsettia is left wrapped 
in a plastic sleeve, the shorter it will last when you 
get home?  We’ve found that after 12 hours a 
poinsettia will begin its decline. How long do you 
think those pre-wrapped plants that you see at 
some of those larger highway stores have been 
sitting there?

Our poinsettias arrive Fresh from our best 
growers, and are immediately unwrapped and 
displayed in our greenhouse. We’ve had customers 
that have had their poinsettias last past 
Valentines Day.

Did you know that Poinsettias are NOT 
poisonous?  All those years you’ve gone without, 
and its because of an old wive’s tale. 

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Free Photo
W/Santa
Sat. & Sun.
1pm - 4pm

Hundreds of Beautiful
Poinsetias in

all Sizes & Colors

 $2  OFF
Any Poinsettia 

(over $10)

SL3 SL3

THE

COMPANY
E T PARDLY ETERSEN.

SINCE

1956

Your Environmental Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies
• Air & Water Purification Equipment

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER ST.     WESTFIELD
908.232.5723

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

LIKE THE SNOW, OUR

PRICES ARE FALLING!

• Auto Thread ExchangerTM

• Wind-In-Place Bobbin SystemTM

• Endless BobbinTM

• Multi Hooping
• Full-Color 3-d LCD Screen

www.etpetersen.com

QUANTUM  XL-5000
®

XL-5000

Y
e
a
r
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n
d
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a
le

!
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MEMORY OF A LIFETIME AT GIANTS STADIUM…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School marching band
performs the halftime ceremonies during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship football game between the
Raiders and Ridge at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford.

ness community have stayed away
from the SID steering committee
meetings “because they don’t be-
lieve they’re going to have a say in
this.” Usually, the local government
has dictated to local businesses, but
in the case of a SID, “this is govern-
ment taking a step back.”

She believes the government might
have adopting a wait-and-see ap-
proach and, if the SID is actually
formed, then they will become more
involved.

Mrs. Malool, who spearheaded the
formation of the steering committee
and the securing of state grants to
fund the hiring of Seth Grossman, a
consultant who has been assisting
the committee, pronounced herself
happy with the way the process has
moved forward.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SURROUND AND DROWNED...Parker Green House in Scotch Plains had a
fast moving fire burn down one of their storage facilities on Friday December
12. Scotch Plains Fire Department arrived in quick response to a very intense
fire engulfing the storage building. Westfield Fire Department, Plainfield Fire
Department, and Union County Hazmat where called in for mutual aid. Scotch
Plains Fire Department was very successful in keeping the fire from igniting
nearby trees and another building, even with the winds pushing the fire and hot
smoke towards the tress and other building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Contract

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung
Reflects on Service to Public

request for a $500,000 grant to work
on storm water sewer improvements,
and ended up receiving a $400,000
grant. Westfield Road was improved
this year, with part of the street being
cut down to improve drainage.

A contract will be awarded in the
coming months to an engineer that
will design improvements for the
north side of the borough.

Another new service that the Jung
Administration brought to Fanwood
is the replacement of sidewalks that
have been damaged by borough trees.

Previously, homeowners were re-
sponsible for repairing the damage
themselves. Originally conceived by
Council President Joel Whitaker, the
program began in 2001, and approxi-
mately $30,000 per year of capital
expenses is budgeted for the effort. A
survey is done every year of side-
walks in the area, and necessary re-
pairs are made at borough expense.

With regard to the downtown re-
vitalization plan established by his
administration, Mayor Jung feels
he fulfilled his 1999 campaign prom-
ise to make his top priority looking
at all possibilities and potential for
improving the downtown area.

“For at least 30 years, council
people and mayors of both parties
have talked about downtown rede-
velopment, about improving the
downtown, but beyond cosmetic
things, such as awnings and benches,
not much was ever done,” he stated.

“We said in our campaign that we
cannot afford to not do anything.
The status quo is not acceptable.
My hope is that the new administra-
tion will go ahead and do some-
thing. We can’t do nothing,” he said.

Mayor Jung’s future plans include
working as a civil engineering con-
sultant, and in government and pub-
lic affairs.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

Business Will Continue
At Parker Greenhouses

SCOTCH PLAINS — Though
Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center, Scotch Plains, endured a minor
fire and a major snowstorm over the
weekend of December 12 through 14,
the business re-opened almost immedi-
ately, and it is business as usual to ac-
commodate holiday shoppers.

“It’s been business as usual,” said
Steve Parker, owner of the 14-acre gar-
den center. “In a sense, we were fortu-
nate because the fire occurred in one of
our equipment storage buildings located
several acres away from the greenhouses
and retail center. The Scotch Plains Fire
Department responded, and that was the
end of it,” he said.

The untimely events only temporarily
affected customer traffic at the center, but
it did not dampen the holiday spirit of the
staff.

“Because of the snowstorm, some
people couldn’t get here for the portrait
sessions with our photographer,” Mr.
Parker explained. “So, he’ll be back for
the weekend of December 20 and 21,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.”

Photographs will be available to cus-
tomers in 4” x 6” proofs, 8” x 10” prints
or digital CD’s. Parker is offering special
prices on photos taken in the-cheerfully
decorated greenhouses.

In addition, the center offers thou-
sands of Poinsettias, plenty of premium
live and cut trees, holiday greens, gifts,
light displays, centerpieces, custom
wreaths and garlands.

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center is located at 1325 Terrill Road, in
Scotch Plains. Holiday hours are Mon-
day through Wednesday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-5555 and
press 5 for directions and 6 for special
events.

time costs. Mr. Atkins noted that
snowfall totals for the entire calen-
dar year were greater than any year
in decades.

The council will hold a special
public hearing next Wednesday
morning on two ordinances relating
to the planned Broadway develop-
ment that was approved earlier this
year by the Township Planning Board.

One ordinance vacates several
streets in the neighborhood of the
development “Broadway, Waverly
Place, Liberty Street and Rolling
Peaks Way” while the other involves
the sale of a substandard township-
owned lot to a private citizen.

With formal business winding up
for the year, 2003 will mark the first
calendar year since 1998 that the
same five members of the council
served for the full year. Between
January 1999 and December 2002,
there were changes during each of
those years to the make-up of the
council due to deaths, resignations
and mid-year appointments to fill
vacancies.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
CUTTING AT CUTS...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, right, presided over
the ribbon cutting last Saturday at the grand opening of Cuts for Men on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Owners, Dick (second from right) and Susan (left)
Saunders are pictured with their family. Cuts offers training workout for men.

Cocaine Ring Busted
In Garwood Borough

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, 90
detectives and SWAT team mem-
bers from federal, county and mu-
nicipal law enforcement agencies
finished three weeks worth of
sweeps, taking in 23 guns and 16
kilograms of drugs — the largest
seizure of drugs in a single opera-
tion.

The suspected leader of the op-
eration, John Sosa, 32, of Elizabeth,
was arrested while lying in his hos-
pital bed at University Hospital in
Newark, where he was recuperating
from a broken leg suffered from a
fall off a ladder. He was charged
with being the leader of a drug traf-
ficking network.

His mother, Angelica Ruiz, 57,
was arrested at her Third Avenue
home with $25,000 in cash, and
charged with conspiracy to distrib-
ute controlled dangerous substances.

Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
said the man suspected of being
Sosa’s primary cocaine supplier,
David Hill, 31, of Willow Avenue in
Garwood, was taken into custody
during three days of intense opera-
tions during the week of Thanksgiv-
ing.

Detectives from Elizabeth and the
county’s Narcotic Strike Force ar-
rested Hill, who also goes by the
names Dexter Brewley and Kenneth
Jacobs, and his live-in girlfriend,

Charise Weldon, 37, inside a home
in a residential neighborhood.

There, they also found 23 guns
and 16 kilograms of high purity
cocaine worth $400,000 wholesale,
or up to $3 million when cut for
street sale; eight kilograms of cut-
ting agents commonly used to re-
package drugs, and 30 grams of
heroin.

“When a federal Drug Enforce-
ment Agency official tells me that
Union County is becoming a ‘hub’
of drug activity here in New Jersey,
I’m obliged to disclose the magni-
tude of an operation like this to the
public,” said Mr. Romankow.

He used a small display of heroin
and cocaine packaging, as well as
samples showing the kind of weap-
ons the drug supply suspects had in
their possession, to warn the public
about the dangers posed by high
level drug trafficking.

“You’re talking about 2,000 vials
per kilogram and up depending on
how it’s cut down, and at $10 to $20
each hit, that’s enough to supply
160,000 hits of cocaine per week,”
he said. “And, sadly, we are finding
suppliers with guns in a residential
neighborhood near you.”

Arsenic and Old Lace
Performed at UCHS;
Pippin Set for Spring

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Union Catholic High School
Performing Arts Company in
Scotch Plains recently presented
Arsenic and Old Lace as its fall
production.

The cast of characters in-
cluded Joe Torella as Mortimer
Brewster, Liz Morasso as Abby,
Christine Bowman as Martha,
Vinny Napolitano as Teddy and
Joe Palinsky as Jonathan.

Playing in supporting roles
were Eddie Hernandez, Charles
Defendorf, Kazimierz Filus,
Dennis Frazier, Alexandra
Johnson, Eddie Kuspiel, Chris
Noble, Danny Palinsky and John
Rotondo.

Cheri and Rob Addison spear-
headed the technical crew which
recreated the 1940s quaint Vic-
torian home in Brooklyn.

Arsenic and Old Lace is
UCHS’s second fall production,
following last year’s Barefoot in
the Park. The musical Pippin
will be presented in the spring of
2004.


