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Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate all of our residents
for the unique individuals they are. We believe no
two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they
want to live, from beautifully appointed
living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior
living, and it begins the day a senior walks
into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living  commu-
nity, and discover how we’re different. In
Mountainside and Westfield, we offer Assisted
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

Please call us to schedule
a personal consultation or tour.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

WHS Senior Expresses Her View
On High School Parking, Neighbors

The following is addressed to the
neighbors of Westfield High School
(WHS) who are against student parking.
Lately there has been a lot of publicity
about the WHS parking situation.

After absorbing as many resident argu-
ments as possible, it seems that part of the
highly verbal community is being short-
sighted in their premises. For instance,
WHS neighbors argue that allowing stu-
dents to park on their street devalues the
cost of their homes. Did they ever stop to
think about why the average house cost in
Westfield is so high in comparison to
other towns?

This is greatly influenced by Westfield’s
good school system, and the people who
are maintaining this status for the town are
the students, they are the ones who score
well on the standardized tests. I am one of
those students who raises the school’s
average on such tests, I do not litter, loiter,
smoke, or do any of the other claims that
people in this town so frequently use to
stereotype the student population.

So please, do not include me in the 15
percent of my class who may do so. By
parking on the street surrounding WHS,
all that I am trying to do is transport my
brother and I 1.5 miles to experience a
daily secondary public education.

By purchasing a house within a two-
block radius of any school, the
homeowners have the advantage of a
close commute for their children, but
should expect the consequence of people
parking in their neighborhood.

The double standard that the residents
of Westfield hold disappoints me more
than anything else does. A resident a block
away from WHS recently confronted me
after I legally parked in front of her house.
She told me that it was embarrassing that

I park there because that leaves no open
parking space for her guests.

I would have hoped to be treated bet-
ter on her street after not reporting to the
police department the high number of
residents who had illegally placed piles
of leaves in front of their houses before
November 1. Many adult residents have
complained that students are being pam-
pered, but they miraculously ignore these
actions on their part.

I can only apologize for the members
of my class who have created a distur-
bance near the high school at some point;
however, it is unrealistic for neighbors
to think that every conflict near their
streets will subside by making one
change. While our town may attempt to
have a flawless façade, nothing and no
one is perfect, including the residents
and students of Westfield.

On that note, other errors that have
been presented by residents include that
students should park at the Armory and
should car pool. We cannot park at the
Armory because the United States is in a
time of war. This would be evident to
those who leave their homes and worry
about issues that are more important
than these petty tantrums that have low-
ered the respectability of the town. The
Armory parking lot has been put to more
important use, if the definition of impor-
tant includes benefiting more people
then only WHS neighbors. And sec-
ondly, it would be illegal for students
under 18 to car pool because of the
restricted driver’s license that people so
adamantly agreed with in the state of
New Jersey.

Allison Wicks
WHS Senior

Class of 2004

More Letters to the Editor
WHS Student Responds to Article,
‘Should Students Walk to School’

After reading the article “WHS Stu-
dents Should Be Walking to School” I
must agree and disagree with reporter
Pass. First and foremost, she is abso-
lutely right, that the parking problems
have been beaten to death. I personally,
am sick of hearing about it, even though
I am affected by it. I am a junior at WHS
and drive to school.

However, in my circumstance along
with many others, it is pertinent that I drive
to school. WHS is located on the south
side, I, along with half the student body,
live on the north side. It is unrealistic to say
that students should not be driving to
school and should be walking.

One reason, Westfield is a town that
gives their children cars as soon as they
get their license. Second of all, students
have to be at school at 7:30 a.m. for first
period. When walking at a reasonable
pace, it’s a good 50-minute walk from
my house — without traffic or poor
conditions.

The citizens of Westfield are eager to
complain about the fact that their children
are starting school too early; yet, they
should have to walk to school and leave
their house even earlier? I am fully aware
that some students who live around the

corner from the high school like to drive
to school and take up the parking spaces
of those that live a few miles away. I am
also aware of the incidents Ms. Pass
brings up in her article about drug use.

But to say that students should not
drive to school is not fair. I will agree
with her on one other issue though,
open lunch is the cause for the student
urge to bring their cars to school. I am
allowed to go out to lunch along with
many other students, but I agree that it
is not necessary. We are the only school
that is permitted to leave during school
hours.

If we were to get rid of open lunch,
would it solve the parking dilemma? I
think not. The route of the problem:
there are not enough streets to support
the excessive amount of cars. I feel that
the parking issue will never be resolved
because everyday three more kids get a
license and a car and the next day they
are driving to school.

Whether the BOE likes it or not, kids
will always drive to school, even if it is
not permitted.

Katie Newingham
Westfield

Westfield Family Urges Residents
To Consider Becoming Foster Parents
Criticism doesn’t help, but you can.

You may have read about the problems
DYFS has been having. The worst cases
make the news, but virtually all cases
are affected. It’s easy to let it go in one
ear and out the other by just thinking of
it as one more failed government pro-
gram, but the reality is that there are
real children that are suffering badly.

It’s easy and frequently deserving to
cast blame and criticize DYFS. But,
they are frequently stuck between a
rock and a hard place. If they keep a
child in their care too long, they are
criticized for with holding them from
their family. If they return a child too
quickly, disasters can happen. There
are no magic answers and tragedies are
inherent.

The increased attention has led to
more kids being placed quicker and for
longer periods of time. With more kids
“in the system,” the demand for foster
homes has greatly exceeded the supply.
As a result many kids end up spending
their nights in shelters, DYFS offices,
and other undesirable places.

The harm the children suffer lasts a

lifetime and affects our entire society.
Without basic values such as love, dis-
cipline, and direction, many of these
kids stray far from acceptable society
standards.

We live in Westfield and provide
foster care for children of every color,
shape and size. But for every child we
take, there are several more with no-
where to go. We want to do more but we
need your help.

Consider becoming a foster parent.
In addition to helping children, you will
be rewarded in many ways. If you have
your own children, they will also ben-
efit and receive an eye opening learning
experience. Our goal is to recruit ten
foster families in the Westfield area to
join us for an informal meeting in early
January to discuss fostering.

If you have any interest in helping,
please e-mail us at Icanfoster@yahoo.com.
Please provide your name and phone num-
ber, and we will contact you to arrange a
meeting.

The Saunders Family
Westfield

Westfield Resident Calls for Improved
Nighttime Environment at WHS
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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:
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908-233-5800

I love living in the Town of Westfield
where I bought a house five years ago. I
also know that the school system is excel-
lent as I have several friends who are on
the faculty. However, what I would like
to write to you about today is the lack of
security around all the schools after dark.

I have been very surprised to see that in
all the budget planning and the bond allo-
cations of funds, improvement of the out-
side lighting system around each of the
schools has never been on anybody’s mind.

Has anyone ever driven around those
buildings after 4:30 p.m. around this
time of the year? The front, side, back of
the buildings, the parking lots, and the
steps by the high school auditorium and
main entrances are very poorly lit. One
practically needs a flashlight.

Because many of these buildings are
also used or rented out to other outside
groups such as the Board of Elections,
New Jersey Workshops, opera groups,
etc.; this could create quite a dangerous
situation and possible accidents. As a
matter of fact, I am astonished that, with
all the numerous rehearsals, sport prac-
tices, games, and after school activities,

For all your individual, business, tax
preparation and financial needs.

Updated on all 2003 tax reform act revisions.

Personal individual attention.  All calls are
returned within 24 hours.

Serving the community for over 19 years.
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“Save time and money.  Let a professional
prepare your taxes this year.”

www.neilschembrecpa.com

Flexible meeting hours.� 

NEIL F. SCHEMBRE, CPA
266 NORTH AVENUE  •  FANWOOD NJ, 07023-1318

908-322-6066

Let’s Put Community
Back in Westfield

Charles Darwin founded the theory of
evolution, the widely accepted under-
standing that living things, including
Homosapiens, have progressed and
adapted over time. I am neither a social
scientist nor a biologist, but I am begin-
ning to believe in “regressolution,” the
regression of a social, caring species to
one that is asocial and parasitic.

On nearly a daily basis, I seem to
witness selfish callous acts right here in
our “community” of Westfield. I have
become immune to many of these indis-
cretions; however, I find three recent
events particularly disturbing.

A woman in a small car cut us off near
town, forcing my wife to slam on the
brakes to avoid a collision. When we
both stopped at the light, we expressed
our frustration to her and pointed out that
she could have been killed as our vehicle
was considerably larger than hers. Aware
of her recklessness, she leaned on her
horn until the light turned and sped off.
No wonder people get road rage.

Next was the woman in the nail salon.
Half way through my wife’s manicure, a
rude patron barged through the door and
demanded, and unfortunately received,
immediate service, despite the fact that
all manicurists were with other custom-
ers. This woman’s time was clearly more
valuable than everyone else.

I am most disturbed by my final ex-
ample of our society’s “regressolution.”
Recently our two young children partici-
pated in an evening story time at the
Westfield Public Library. Several chil-
dren were being disruptive and ruining
the experience for the rest. Clearly, it is
natural for children to act up. However,
their parents sat idly by, neither repri-
manding their children nor removing them
from the room. I was taught to respect
others, my community, and myself.

By acting in our selfish ways, we are
regressing to a state less advanced than
that of our mammalian ancestors. We
are becoming nothing more than a pack
of vultures, looking out only for our-
selves. This is not a community.

I suggest that each and every one of us
consider our daily actions. Let’s think of
others as well as ourselves. As adults and
parents, we need to set good examples for
our children. We need to remember that
acts of kindness will spawn additional
acts of kindness, and acts of malice and
other indiscretions will also spawn simi-
lar acts. We all know the Golden Rule.
Let’s think about it and use it occasion-
ally, if not all the time. Lets put the
community back in Westfield!

Steve Nettler
Westfield

no major disasters, problems or assaults
have ever taken place, already.

Furthermore, it would be good for pub-
lic relations with the community-at-large
to change the old-fashioned outside boards
into modern lit ones so that every one in
town, including students, faculty, and
staff, are fully aware of upcoming events
within each of the buildings.

I sincerely hope that the superinten-
dent and the Board of Education will
truly consider rectifying the situation in
the very near future.

Viviane Levy
Westfield


