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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ogdoastich – A poem of eight lines
2. Braize – Charcoal powder or coal

dust
3. Mesorhine – Having a nose of me-

dium width
4. Azymic – Pertaining to unleavened

bread

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

GARROTE
1. To stumble or stagger
2. To strangle
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To strap with a saddle

RIPARIOUS
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Marine or sea-dwelling
3. Growing or living along the banks

of a stream
4. Gritty; sandy

CYMOPHANOUS
1. Having a wavy, floating light
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Twining about; twisting
4. Round or oval in form

RHAPONTIC
1. Strong; racy
2. Whirling; spinning
3. Rhubarb
4. An eyepatch

Taxpayer Demands WF
B-Ball Opportunities
And Budget Be Met

I was disheartened to learn that
Westfield High School’s boy’s varsity
basketball coach decided to fill 24 var-
sity and junior varsity positions with
only 18 young men. I was further dis-
mayed to learn that the athletic director
approved of the decision.

If the program is budgeted for 24
young men, and the coaches are being
paid to coach, instruct and mentor 24
young men then I, as a Westfield tax-
payer, demand that 24 young men be
given the opportunity to play.

The Board of Education would be
sorely remiss if they did not immedi-
ately correct this malfeasance. The En-
glish department would never choose to,
nor be allowed to, ignore 25 percent of
the students they were charged with
teaching. By the way, reduce the coaches’
salaries by 25 percent. It is called a quid
pro quo.

Jeffrey Scheininger
Westfield

Senior Housing Director Responds
To ‘Who Stole Christmas’ Editorial

In response to the editorial published
in the Thursday, December 11 edition of
The Westfield Leader, “Who Stole Christ-
mas,” I would like to take this opportu-
nity to clarify the position of Westfield
Senior Citizen Housing regarding holi-
day decorations.

Westfield Senior Citizen Housing is a
federally funded Section 8 building and
is subject to the Fair Housing Laws
which dictate that landlords are required
to not discriminate based upon race,
color, religion, creed, national origin,
sex, age, handicap, membership in a
class such as unmarried mothers or re-
cipients of public assistance, or because
there are children in the family. There-
fore, as owners and managers of our
buildings, we are barred from doing
anything that can be interpreted as dis-
crimination on the basis of religion.

There are many faiths and denomina-
tions in our buildings, and to ensure that
all residents feel a part of our commu-

nity, the decision was made to adopt a
more secular theme for the season in all
public areas. With the support and assis-
tance of many of our residents, the lob-
bies and common areas have been beau-
tifully decorated using a winter wonder-
land theme. Of course, residents are free
to decorate their apartments and their
doors with any decoration they choose.
Both buildings house holiday parties
and holiday sing-a-longs.

This season, we have had visits from
the Garwood and Westfield Scouts and
the Westfield Chansonettes to entertain
us with seasonal music. Our philosophy
is and always has been to foster a support-
ive and inclusive environment for all.

We invite the staff of The Westfield
Leader and members of the community
to come and see our decorations and to
observe the multitude of seasonal events
that we offer our residents.

Ruth Smith, Exec. Dir.
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing

Westfield BRAKES Group Pleads For
Driver Alertness and Pedestrian Care
Two pedestrian fatalities in one week!

Two families who should be preparing
to celebrate the holidays are now in
mourning instead. Both accidents oc-
curred during the evening rush hour,
when our streets are very crowded with
cars and pedestrians alike. Both women
were crossing North Avenue from their
place of employment to a parking lot
across the street.

Drivers, please be especially alert at
this time of day, even in places where
you don’t expect to see pedestrians. Re-
search has shown that in the tragic event
that you hit a pedestrian, they have an 85
percent chance of surviving if you are
traveling at 25 mph or lower. Your speed
truly determines death vs. injury.

Pedestrians, be aware that you are
responsible for your own safety when
you cross the streets, especially at night.
Cross at the intersections and cross-
walks, but remember that doing so

doesn’t guarantee that the vehicles can
see you or will stop for you.

Recently, there has been some grum-
bling about the traffic calming devices
(speed humps) that the town has in-
stalled on South Chestnut, Benson Place,
and Gallows Hill. They were installed in
response to residents’ complaints about
chronic speeding, which were verified
by traffic monitoring.

The purpose of these humps is to slow
traffic, because too many drivers are
exceeding the speed limit, with occa-
sionally tragic results. If you don’t like
traffic calming devices because they
force you to slow down, then slow your-
self down, and we won’t need them!

Your need for speed is not as impor-
tant as someone else’s right to life.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

BRAKES Group of Westfield

Snowed Under, Westfield Commuter
Heads To Rahway Train Station

This has been a very telling week for the
residents of Westfield who discovered
that, while the snowstorm blanketed our
lawns, it laid bare some very real issues in
town services.  Though nothing more than
a coincidence, those of us who glided their
cars across insufficiently plowed streets
on their way to town were greeted with
increased parking meter rates; for com-
muters like me, it was a pretty slippery
double whammy.

The snow that began falling in my neigh-
borhood near Tamaques Park on Friday
afternoon was finally plowed on Saturday
evening.  When the plows were finished,
there remained a healthy half-inch of snow
which by Sunday morning had formed into
a sheet of skate-worthy ice.

This condition was complicated by
the fact that in glazing our neighbor-
hood, the plows had to leave sufficient
margins from the curb to compensate
for the fact that the town had yet to come
and pick up the leaves which had
achieved curbside compost status (save
for those homesick leaves that had opted
to blow back onto my lawn).  The only
conceivable explanations for the quality
of the plowing in our neighborhood
would be a desire to avoid damaging the
streets and/or the forecasted warmer
weather; still, getting within a quarter
inch of the street with the plows would
have been a large improvement, espe-
cially if coupled with sand or salt.

Gambling with weather reports is still
gambling and doesn’t ameliorate the
four days of ice on our street.  However,
since prognosticating about weather pat-
terns is apparently fair game, then risk
of an early December snow storm is a
foreseeable one. The town needs to keep
that in mind next year when scheduling
leaf pickup. 

As for the new parking meter rates (a
more general municipal issue than the
performance of the public works depart-
ment), the purported logic behind this
decision is astonishing. As a resident
foreclosed from receiving a parking per-
mit for the indefinite future (pending the
construction of the controversial park-
ing megaplex), I am forced to use the
meters near the train station.

Every day, I dutifully pump 12 quar-
ters into the meter and purchase 12 hours
of parking.  Today, I arrived at my usual
spot to find that the meters had been
replaced by a mechanized system into
which I dutifully pumped in 12 quarters
and received six hours of parking.

The 100 percent increase in cost was
explained to me by a Captain at the Park-
ing Services Department as a means of
establishing parity of cost among all the
different lots in Westfield — some of
which gave you two hours for a quarter

while others only gave you fifteen min-
utes.

And yet somehow, it’s now an oddity
that some lots are used almost exclu-
sively by commuters (the need for long
term metered parking across from the
Trinity School being, I hope, obvious)
while others are used for downtown shop-
pers.  Commuters, especially those in
“parking permit limbo,” deserve a cost
break for long term parking. So the lots
close to the train station, or otherwise
historically used by commuters, should
have either lower rates or employ meters
(like in Rahway) that require a minimum
of 8 quarters.

Or, I guess the town could reprogram
the expensive looking goofy machine
(which until it becomes fully functional
will require the dutiful pumping of 20
quarters) at the end of Watterson Street
to reflect the fact that commuters are
different than shoppers.

Apologies go to the local merchants
who benefited from my purchases on my
way home from work. Now, I’ll be com-
muting from Rahway.

 

Andrew M. Lankler
Westfield

Westfield Volunteer Squad Pleads to
Pedestrians and Drivers for Safety

Last week, two women in Westfield
were struck by cars while attempting to
cross the street to get to their own ve-
hicles. Both of these accidents occurred
after dark, around 5:30 p.m. Tragically,
both of these accidents were fatal. Our
most heart-felt condolences go out to the
families of these two victims.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad would like to offer the following
safety advice to all of our Westfield
residents, drivers and pedestrians alike:

Wear bright clothing. If your outer
clothing is dark, purchase reflective
armbands or a reflective vest, similar to
the ones worn by joggers and available
at most sporting goods stores. If you do
wear dark clothing, keep in mind that
drivers may not be able to see you when
it is dark.

Use the crosswalks. They are better lit
and most drivers tend to become more
alert as they are approaching an intersec-
tion.

Do not cross the street half way, wait-
ing for oncoming traffic to pass before

continuing. Wait until the traffic is clear
and then cross the entire street. Walk
quickly but do not run.

Do not let strollers creep out in front
of you into the street while you wait
safely on the sidewalk for the light to
change or traffic to clear.

Drivers, before making a turn, espe-
cially right hand turns, check twice for
pedestrians crossing before you make
the turn.  And pedestrians, before cross-
ing, see if you can make eye contact or
receive an acknowledging wave from
the driver before you cross.

Drivers, obey the speed limit and do
not drink and drive. Please call a friend
or family member to drive you home if
you think you have had one too many.

Hopefully, our Rescue Squad will
never need to answer another call like
the two that we responded to last week.
Again, our condolences go out to the
families of these victims.

The Members of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROSSING DANGER...Tragedies in Westfield occurred last week when two
women pedestrians were killed on separate occasions in early evening. They
were hit by cars while crossing North Avenue. In broad daylight, North Avenue
is a dangerous crossing as shown above at the train station last Saturday.

Letters to the Editor

Please e-mail your letters to
editor@goleader.com

For the holidays, we will publish
one day earlier the next two weeks.

Missing Christmas Tree
Is Inconsequential
Given World Today

I, too, am a resident of the Senior
Citizen Building. Rather than complain
about the fact that we do not have a
Christmas tree this year, I would like to
say how thankful I am to be living here.

Ruth Smith has done many nice things
for the residents of this building. Many
improvements have been made within
this year that have enhanced this build-
ing. There are many activities in the
building; we have a bus that transports
the residents several times a week for
shopping and many other amenities.
Additionally, our building’s library has
computers with Internet access that the
disgruntled letter from Ms. Schwarz fails
to mention.

Yes, there are those who will miss the
Christmas tree and the Menorah but
these are inconsequential compared to
what is going on in the world today. We
should be thankful for all that we have.

Betty Van Riper
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Internet Reader Calls
NJ Black Bear Kill

Shameful, Appalling
It seems as though man won’t stop

killing wild animals until they are all
gone; i.e. buffalo in Montana that may or
may not have been carrying a disease
that affects cattle, cougars and mountain
lions in California, elephants, rhinos,
condors, wolves, sharks and whales —
now the black bear in New Jersey! The
list goes on and on and on. When will the
killing stop?

How appalling that humans killed 328
black bears in New Jersey. That’s over
10 percent of the high estimate of the
entire black bear population in north-
west New Jersey. All because the bears
were determined to have grown aggres-
sive and threatened public safety.

What if the bears killed 10 percent of
the human population that have grown
aggressive and threatened public safety?
There are over 1,373,100 humans in the
two northwestern counties of Bergen
and Passaic New Jersey.

Shame on you New Jersey.

Nancy Wagner Smith
San Diego, CA

See Pages 8 & 9 For
More Letters

Letters to the Editor

It’s Not Too Late To
Bring Christmas Back

Regarding “Who Stole Christmas”
(The Westfield Leader, December 11),
three cheers to Sasha Schwarz for
having the courage to express her
feelings (and that of many others).

Maybe it’s not too late to bring
Christmas back.

Virginia Guerriero
WF Sr. Citizen Housing Corp.

Building 2

Circumstances Converge, Escalating
Pedestrian and Driving Danger

Last week was a difficult one for the area with three
tragic deaths on our streets. In Scotch Plains, Walter
Lestarchick, Jr. was struck and killed by a tractor-trailer
truck as he was driving his snowplow back to the Park
Middle School maintenance area. Helen Freindt, of
Forked River, was struck and killed by a driver as she was
crossing North Avenue by Lord and Taylor in Westfield,
where she worked. Phyllis Apperman of Mountainside
was struck and killed as she crossed North Avenue on the
eastern side of Westfield.

We feel for them, their families and those who loved
them – dreadful losses.

This time of year is particularly dangerous for drivers
and pedestrians alike. The weather changes and comes
upon us with snow, ice and rain creating treacherous
conditions – those that we forget about during the rest of
the year. It also gets dark early in the day, impairing
vision more than we realize. We also have the holidays
and Christmas shopping.

Rush hour traffic seems to be greater than normal, with
congestion and even some road rage. Could it be that

we’re more in a hurry too? Cell phones seem to be
growing out of more drivers’ ears – this scares us.

These circumstances converge, escalating the danger.
There are numerous distractions. With this, the public
seems to have a low awareness of the state of affairs – then
tragedy occurs.

No matter how many laws are passed, how many speed
bumps are installed, or how many police are at intersec-
tions, unless all of us realize the danger and act accord-
ingly, we’ll have further tragedies. We must remember
too, that out-of-town drivers and pedestrians are passing
through our area. They probably are not aware of the local
situations and potential dangers to themselves or to
others. You can’t assume that they are aware.

As a driver, please be fully aware that pedestrians
might enter the street and that you might not see them. As
a pedestrian, make sure before crossing that conditions
are absolutely safe. You might have the right of way, but
you could be dead wrong.

In this joyous season, have a Happy Hanukkah and
Merry Christmas. Please be safe and care for others.

Can We Find The Spirit of Christmas?
Peace on Earth and Goodwill Toward Men

In applying so called “political
correctness,” have we missed the
point? It seems that we are a kind

people and good intentioned. We
want the best for others; joy, hap-
piness and the warmth of love.

But in the course of the year
with everday duties and competi-
tion, do we ensnarl ourselves with
rules, procedures, budgets and
contests of win or lose? In this
mode and in also wanting to be
well-meaning, do we protect our
view of ourselves with an antisep-
tic protocal called “political cor-
rectness?”

It seems that we might, and it

becomes hard to reverse – escap-
ing this shell for fear of never
being able to return to its safety. If
this is true then, can we ever find
the “Spirit of Christmas?”

We think yes, as each year you
do so. To the many of you that are
outside this shell year-round, well
done. To those of you inside, try to
step outside – just for now, just for
the holidays.

To everyone – Merry Christmas
and a hope for peace on earth and
goodwill toward men.


