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Golden Lights HONORED MUSICIAN…Cellist
Carl Baron of Westfield, a member of
the New Jersey Youth Symphony, was
selected through competitive auditions
as a 2003-2004 merit scholarship win-
ner. The grants were provided by the
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
of Summit. Carol performed concer-
tos at the November 15 competition at
the New Jersey Youth Symphony in
Murray Hill. The grant will assist Carl
in his private music studies during the
academic year.

CONCERT ON TAP…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield will be filled
with the musical sounds of the Choral Art Society of New Jersey on Saturday,
January 17, at 8 p.m.
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WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey will per-
form Haydn’s “Mass in Time of
War” (Paukenmesse) and “Four
Motets” of Anton Bruckner on
Saturday, January 17, at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Society Music Director James
Little, who will conduct the perfor-
mance, will be joined by soloists

soprano Andi Cambell, mezzo-so-
prano Sharon Morrison, tenor
Matthew Hughes, and bass Dale
Livingston. The society’s or-
chestra wil l  accompany the
chorus.

General admission is $15,
while senior citizen and student
admission is $10. All tickets will
be avaiable for purchase at the
door.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

At the outset of The Missing, a West-
ern with a mystical twist from director
Ron Howard, daughter Dot (Jenna
Boyd) clamors outside the outhouse
door to inform her doctor Mom (Cate
Blanchett) of a patient’s arrival.

‘Ooo, outhouse,’ we surmise. ‘This
is going to be realistic.’ But, if we are to
go by this account of a kidnapping in
New Mexico, circa 1885, and the hair-
raising pursuit to retrieve the afore-
mentioned doctor’s other daughter
(Evan Rachel Wood), we must assume
that, for the next few days, no one again
uses the facilities. Nary another out-
house is visited.

In other words, we have been had. It
was just a dramatic trick to make us
think we were discovering the vanish-
ing, pre-plumbed West with a renewed
authenticity. It doesn’t quite work here,
it goes hand in hand with the publicity
that has preceded and accompanied the
arrival of this film, adapted by screen-
writer Ken Kaufman from the novel by
Thomas Edison.

The hubbub is that Howard has now
ventured to darker climes and has
thrown down the directorial gauntlet
and declared his risk taking. But, de-
spite a moment here or there, The Miss-
ing is pretty much a traditional Western
and not a bad one at that. But, if you’re
looking for straight up naturalism in
your horse operas, McCabe and Mrs.
Miller (1971) is still the archetype.

True, there is plenty of evil here, and
probably the worst villain to besmirch
the Pecos since Blue Duck terrified us
in Lonesome Dove (1989). However,
there’s nothing very new about the bad
guy having satanic tendencies. That
seems to be the case with Chidin, an
Apache recently escaped from the res-
ervation.

Leading a loathsome gang, Chidin
abducts women and sells them into
slavery just across the Mexican border,
which explains the fate of Lily
Gilkeson, the teenaged daughter por-
trayed by Evan Rachel Wood. Cap-
tured en route to the fair in town, where
she had so hoped to witness Edison’s
new talking machine, Lily is punished
for taking a day off from her ranch
duties.

Meanwhile, and quite conveniently,
Dr. Maggie Gilkeson’s long-lost dad,
played by Tommy Lee Jones, has made
an unwelcome visit to his daughter. He
seems to be an Indian and it is apparent
that the two have issues. It is also appar-
ent that the filmmaker would like the
source of this enmity to serve as a prized
dramatic sub-plot for viewers to ponder.

Well, we ponder a bit, but the antici-
pated answers come forth a tad too slowly,
and, once unraveled, the mystery of fa-
ther and daughter’s estrangement proves
not all that intriguing. The only the action
portions of Howard’s film prove worthy
of our true interest and, in this respect,
Jones doesn’t fail to deliver. He is Samuel
Jones, a hunter, drifter and adventurer
who has divided his time between Native
Americans and the white man.

Now, seeking redemption following
the advice of a shaman, he arrives with
a handful of guilt money and a rib that
needs healing. Observing her profes-
sional ethics, Maggie tends to the in-
jury; she refuses the cash. Then the
tragedy occurs.

Realizing this is no time for pride,
the frontierswoman solicits Samuel’s
help in tracking down Lily and her
captors. The chase is on. While the
twists and turns that comprise the rous-
ing events that follow add no nuances
to the genre, solid acting certainly keeps
things seat-edged and absorbing.

The action is affecting. Naturally,
there is none among this readership
who would wish to exact revenge in
real life. Still, there is no discounting
the vicarious desire The Missing en-
genders in us to give that evil Chidin
what for. The nerve of him. The unmiti-
gated gall. We hate him.

It’s obvious that this bad hombre,
menacingly etched by Eric Schweig,
isn’t just in it for the money. He may
cloak his real motivation with talk of
paying back the white invaders, but our
instincts suggest that his rampage is
nothing less than the fomentations of a
self-absorbed madman.

So, for all its claims otherwise, what

The Missing distills down to is a fight
between good and evil. Which leaves
us to ask, “So, what about it?”

Whether or not this colorful exercis-
ing of the filmgoer’s viscera somehow
assuages our being endlessly kept on
hold by the bank treated rudely by
supermarket clerks or cheated by dis-
ingenuous politicians is another mat-
ter. As for the entertainment process
itself, we might as well be right back in
the Roman Coliseum. At this point in
our civilization, most of us would like
a bit more.

What we have here, aside from the
wagonloads of suspense and gun-fight-
ing aplenty, is the usual daddy-daugh-
ter reconciliation saga, replete with
clichés so old they have saddle sores.
But, the acting makes it work. And
after a dearth of cowpoke tales, it’s nice
to revisit the sagebrush, the majestic
buttes and the pastel vistas.

What short-circuits Howard’s effort,
what most keeps it from being the
dark-edged, spiritually inclined West-
ern it aspires to be, is a lack of commit-
ment. The foray into mysticism is half-
baked and the magic is gimmicky and
willy-nilly. There is no real risk taken
here, only a hesitation to truly experi-
ment. And since he who hesitates is
lost, The Missing proves an appropri-
ate title in more ways than one.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) will sponsor holi-
day performances at sites down-
town on Saturday, December 20
and Sunday, December 21. From
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, The
Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
will perform. Next, from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., The Yuletide
Carolers, dressed in Dickens attire,
will keep shoppers in the holiday
spirit. Also on Saturday, Escape -
Women’s Barbershop Quartet will
sing throughout the town from 1 to
3 p.m. On Sunday, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts will offer
Alp Horns and Entertainment from
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call the DWC at
(908) 789-9444.

*  *  *  *  *
Antioch Chamber Ensemble will

present “An Antioch Christmas”
on Saturday, December 20, at 7
p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
located at the at the intersection of
Woodland and DeForest Avenues
in Summit. The performance will
be followed by a dessert reception
and the introduction of its new CD,
Winter Songs. Antioch is an 11-
voice chamber ensemble of young
singers, and they will sing some of
the season’s best-loved carols and
anthems, including “Three Carol-
Anthems” by Herbert Howells, and
“A Boy Was Born” by Benjamin
Britten. Tickets to the concert and
the reception are $25.

*  *  *  *  *
To see over a million lights-a-

twinklin’, in a two-mile drive of
180 different displays, visit the
PNC Bank Arts Center in Holmdel.
Their annual Holiday Light Spec-
tacular is opened from dusk until
10 p.m. daily. On your way out, be
sure to stop at Holiday Village for
that special photo op with Santa,
or to bring home decorative
wreaths, trees, and holiday good-
ies. It will run you $12 per car, or
$30 per van, so load up as many as
you safely are able, and go for it.
Take the Garden State Parkway to
exit 116, and follow the signs. It
lasts until Sunday, January 4.

*  *  *  *  *
Make your reservations now for

Liberty Hall Museum’s “From St.
Nicholas to Santa Claus,” a tour of
the holidays through the ages, from
1772-1942. A docent will lead you
through five different styles of holi-
day celebrations, for the admission
price of $6 through $12. Call them
at (908) 527-0400. If you go on
Saturday, December 20, the kids
can participate in the Gingerbread
House Workshop, but you’ll need
to reserve a spot for that, too.
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Kindermusik Our Time
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Kindermusik with Miss Joanne
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County Symphony Orchestra is
regularly funded by the
Monmouth County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. The New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra,
which is the resident orchestra of
the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center, receives multiple fund-
ing from the Hudson County and
Mercer County Freeholders. Fi-
nally, the Camden County Board
of Chosen Freeholders makes
room in its budget for the
Haddonfield Symphony Orches-
tra.

While the WSO, which main-
tains an operating budget of about
$500,000, monies received from
large corporations like Merck &
Co., Inc., PNC Bank, Fleet Pri-
vate Clients Group are difficult
to rely on from year to year be-
cause their budgets are also
strained and stretched. Donation
guidelines have recently changed
for the Bergen Foundation, a past
WSO contributor, however,
Scarmolin Trust, Standish Foun-
dation, and Westfield Founda-
tion have steadily joined in sup-
porting the WSO. Finally, The
Friends of the WSO annually do-
nates approximately $25,000. All
of these charitable donations ac-
count for two-thirds of the WSO
budget, and ticket sales cover
one-third of the spending plan.

DiNegro noted that, while there
are not a lot of large corporations
to turn to in Union County for
funding, the WSO recently
formed a committee to explore
other foundations and corpora-
tions to create a community spon-
sorship plan for smaller busi-
nesses on a smaller order or
$2,500 to $5,000. While this is a
highly formidable goal, we still
believe the county must also
shoulder some portion of the
organization’s funding.

Perhaps the recent raises, so
shamelessly accepted by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, might have been
scaled back as a selfless sacrifice
for its county orchestra. Espe-
cially if our elected county offi-
cials sincerely stake a claim of
caring about the well-rounded
education of its young residents
and its residents who rose to
their feet in applause after a free
WSO concert in the park. Per-
haps, if nothing else, these con-
certs were always a key oppor-
tunity for freeholders to take an
extra bow and pass out pencils,
propaganda, and key chains. Not
to mention the brilliant photo-
op for soon-to-be reelected free-
holders.

The County Freeholders must
look beyond themselves in craft-
ing the 2004-2005 budget, rees-
tablish a solid place for funding
the WSO, and not leave the orga-
nization out in the cold like an
orphan evicted by its wealthy
family.
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Walnut Street Theatre, New Domin-
ion Chorale, Choristers of Upper
Dublin, the Opera Company of Phila-
delphia, Rockwell Productions’ Me-
dia Theater, the Ash Lawn-High-
lands Summer Festival, the Swedish
Festival in Stockholm the Musicians
Club, the Queen Elizabeth II cruise
ship, the Philadelphia Festival of the
Arts, and numerous others.

So it should come as no surprise
that when little Luke hears the word
“soprano” he immediately blurts out
“Mama! Mama!” He even sings his
“ABC”s with the same verve and
alacrity as his mother.

After January, Francis Scanlon,
who has a Baby Grand piano in her
living room, will begin offering
private voice lessons. In Philadel-
phia, she taught 15 students – some
were high school girls and others
were adults — and offered master
classes.

A new parishioner at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield,
she would like to begin cantoring as
well. She was a cantor at Epiphany of
Our Lord Catholic Church and St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church in the
Philadelphia suburbs.

To see Francis Scanlon make her
Westfield debut with the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, please call
(908) 232-9400 for tickets to the
New Year’s Eve concert.
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Francis Scanlon
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the holiday season causes the en-
semble to add more performances to
the roster.

Golden Lights Director Gail
Tornquist, who is also a professional
interpreter for the deaf, included
some vocal performances into the
“Celebration” repertoire.

Above all, the Golden Lights in-
corporates the love of God into their
presentations, making their shows
joyous and comforting to their audi-
ence.

“We are dedicated and the com-
mitted to this ministry, whether we
sing before a small or large group,
residents in a nursing home, or at a
banquet of retirees. We all feel we
have a message to share with any
audience,” concluded Tornquist, who
said she looks forward to presenting
“Celebration” in the upcoming year.

Regarding the public reaction to
their performances, Tornquist said,
“The response has been so positive
because we include old songs that
they can sing along with — and we
also include hymns.”

“We throw in some music along
the way with a pianist and a trumpet
player,” said Tornquist, “…and at
one point we all play the kazoo.”

Tornquist also directs The Shining
Lights, a children’s performance
group founded 20 years ago at the
Evangel Church. The Shining Lights
consists of 66 members and, like the
Golden Lights, perform during the
year.

The Golden Lights recently per-
formed for the Long Hill Women’s
Club in Stirling and performed on
December 15 at the Iselin Senior
Citizen Center in Iselin.

For more information about the
Golden Lights, please contact the
Evangel Church at (908) 322-9300.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The works of Fine
Artist and Master Printmaker Edward
Fausty were recently on exhibit at Union
County College’s Tomasulo
Gallery in Cranford.

Entitled “111 First Street,”
Fausty’s exhibit is a series of
prints of a Jersey City build-
ing that holds the studios of
over 200 artists and
craftspeople, including his
own. Known as the “Power-
house Arts District,” the area
and the artists who work
there, is being threatened by
re-development and soaring
rents.

In addition to being
Fausty’s personal memo-
rial, “111 First Street” of-
fers a simultaneous theme.

“A viewer to the exhibit will see a
sneak peak inside the studios of work-
ing artists, both the beauty and the
chaos that’s involved in the creative

process,” commented Valeri Larko,
Director of the Tomasulo Gallery.

Fausty used a technique known as
giclee to produce his prints, which
originate as photographs. The giclee
processes involved printing on plain
uncoated Arches cover, which is 100
percent rag cotton paper. An Epson

9000 wide-format printer splits the
ink, (giclee means “to split” in French),
creating the image dot by dot. The
result imparts to the photo a soft,
dreamy quality reminiscent of pastels

or watercolors.
Fausty holds a Master of Fine Arts

degree in Photography from Yale
School of Art. He has been the
recipient of a National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA)
and a Creative Artists Pro-
gram Services (CAPS -later
NYFA) Grant in Photography
to document Manhattan’s
Lower East Side topography.

His critical reviews and other
writing have appeared in many
publications. Fausty’s work in
on exhibit at the Library of
Congress and Goldman Sachs,
Inc in New York City, and is
part of many corporate and
private collections.

Fausty hopes that his art-
work will draw attention to
the situation of his fellow

Jersey City artists and be used in
such a way as to support the preser-
vation of the “Powerhouse Art Dis-
trict” and keep rents affordable so
that the artists are able to remain in
the area.

To learn more about Fausty and his
work, visit www.edwardfausty.com.

“Macro Mei, Micro Me,” a 10-foot by 13.5-foot
inkjet print in three strips printed front and back by
Edward Fausty, taken at Victory Hall in Jersey City.
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Bridges and Bridge Zones in the New York Metro-
politan Area by Edward Fausty.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
awarded $88,200 from the 2004
Union County Arts Grant Program
to 43 Union County organizations
and presents of arts programs, as
well as $49,475 in the Second
Round of the HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grants to 39 non-profit
groups and artists.

The following roster shows local
individuals/groups who received
monies from the Arts Grant Pro-
gram, how the monies will be used,
and the total of the grant:

Westfield recipients:
Lenore Fishman-Davis, Arbor

Chamber Music Society, four cham-
ber music concerts with pre-concert
lectures — $2,800;

Ann Hoener, Choral Art Society, a
series of choral musical concerts —
$2,150;

Cynthia Smith, Westfield Com-
munity Players, annual series of the-
atrical productions — $3,050; and

Dr. Barbara Thomson, First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
“Mid-Day Musicales” series of half-
hour concerts — $1,700.

Fanwood recipients:
Holly Pedicone, Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital, instrumental en-
richment program for children with
disabilities — $2,000;

Johnny Wu, Chinese American
Cultural Association, performances
and classes in Chinese and Western
choral music — $1,500; and

Asit Ray, Garden State Cultural
Association, two East Indian-Ameri-
can cultural fall festivals – “Durga
Puga — $1,700.

Berkeley Heights recipients:
Lonny Brice, Raritan Valley Chap-

ter, The Links, a spring Black History
Mélange of the Arts — $1,600.

The following roster shows local
individuals/groups who received
monies from the HEART program,
how the monies will be used, and the
total of the grant:

Westfield:
Ahrre Maros, a series of “Coffee

with a Conscience” concerts —
$1,000;

Patricia Gagliardi of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, to support a
newly-formed drama club — $2,500;

Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a mu-
sic program for Plainfield students
and their parents — $1,500;

Garry Grimsley, Union County
Educational Services Commission,
for performing arts classes for 60
Elizabeth students, provided by the
Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre, attending Hillcrest
Academy — $2,500; and

Barry Rosenberg, Westfield Com-
munity Band, to record each of its
summer concerts as part of its 92nd
season — $250.

Scotch Plains:

Lydia Watson, for an interactive
workshop with students and traveling
exhibit of her own work — $500.

Fanwood:
Asit Ray, Garden State Cultural As-

sociation, for a multi-disciplinary per-
forming arts program as a part of a
weekend spring festival organized by
the Asian-Indian-American commu-
nity — $1,000; and

Virginia Dariani for vocal and
choreography coaching for a female
barbershop chorus — $700;

Berkeley Heights
Nancy Ori for the creation and exhi-

bition of fine art photographs of public
gardens in Union County — $1,500.
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CRANFORD – Union County stu-
dents in grades 9 to 12 are invited to
participate in the Second Annual
Young Playwrights Competition,
sponsored by the Theater Project at
Union County College.

Scripts at any stage of completion
are eligible. The deadline for sub-
mission is Saturday, January 31, 2004.
There is a $5 entry fee.

The contest was made possible by a
donation from local author Bill Mesce.

First, second and third prizewin-
ners will receive $300, $200, and
$100 U.S. Savings Bonds. The win-
ning scripts will be honored during
AT&T Family Week at the Theater
in March, when professional state
theaters offer free programming for
young people. The bonds will be
presented at that time.

To facilitate entry into the compe-
tition, Playwriting Workshops will
be offered by Jewel Seehaus-Fisher,
who’s Wilde Night in the Rockies was
produced by the Theater Project this
past summer.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts in Westfield will host one of the
workshops on Saturday, January 10,
from 9 a.m. to noon, while the sec-
ond workshop will be held on Sun-
day, January 18, at Stagestruck Kids
in New Providence from 2 to 4 p.m.

The workshops are open to stu-
dents in grades 9 to 12 and admission
is free to both workshops. Atten-
dance to the workshops is not a re-
quirement to enter the contest.

To register for a workshop or learn
more information, please call Mark
Spina at the Theater Project at (908)
659-5189 or Seehaus-Fisher at (732)
572-7340.
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SUMMIT – Summit Chorale will
hold auditions in all voice parts (so-
prano, alto, tenor and bass) on Tues-
day evenings, January 6 and 13, 2004
in the Drew University campus in
Madison.

To make an audition for January 6,
please call (908) 684-0995 or for a
January 13 audition, please call (732)
698-1433. Rehearsals are held on Tues-
days between 7:45 and 10:15 p.m.

The next concert, “Inspiration &
Consolation,” will include the Duruflé
Requiem at 8 p.m. on Saturday, March
6, in Summit. The following concert
will include the Brahms Requiem at 8
p.m. on Saturday, May 1 in Summit.
This concert will be accompanied by
a full symphony orchestra.


