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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Red Devil’s Offensive Wizardry Bedazzles
Raiders, 27-0, for North 2, Group 3 Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

TOMASSO, DELDUCA, KRAMER, MENCH LEAD CHARGE

Blue Devil Matmen Have Slots
To Fill But Look for Balance

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the past five years, the Westfield
High School wrestling team has come
a long way. Last year, the Blue Dev-
ils finished with a 10-4 record, won
the Kearny Tournament, placed

fourth in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) claiming two champi-
ons, placed third in the District 11
Tournament, claiming four champi-
ons, and qualified seven for the Re-
gion 3 Tournament.

The Blue Devils were very strong
in the lower weights but were lack-
ing experience in the upper weight
classes last year. Several of those
fine wrestlers have graduated but
four of the seven Region 3 qualifiers
remain and those upper weight class
wrestlers have gained one year of
experience that should offer balance
to the lineup.

Senior Rob Mench, who competed
at 103-lbs last year, was a pinning
expert and finished with a 26-4 record
in a highly competitive class. Mench
recorded 22 pins and two technical
falls. He placed first in the Kearny
Tournament and the Blue Devil Clas-
sic and placed second in the UCT
and the district, losing both title bouts
to Darrion Caldwell of Rahway who
placed fourth in the state. Mench
returns at the same weight class.

“I expect Robbie to be a state
qualifier and I expect him to win
some matches in the states,” stated
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

“He should dominate the weight
class. He’s a pinner. We should get
six points nearly every time out.”

Senior Lee Tomasso, the UCT and
District 11 champion at 145-lbs, en-
tered the regions with an undefeated
record and finished 17-2. Both losses

were to state qualifiers. This year, he
will step on the mats at 152-lbs.

“He’s another pinner. We are count-
ing on Lee every time out,” expressed
Kurz. “He’s someone who has been
pretty dominant since ninth grade.
Last year, he was just a shade behind
the top-level guys who went to the
states. This year, he could be one of
those guys.”

Junior Tom DelDuca, third in the
UCT and champion at the districts at
140-lbs, finished with a 24-5 record
and will be competing at 145-lbs.

“He could be a four-time district
finalist,” said Kurz. “I expect more
of the same from Tommy. He doesn’t
like to lose. He goes out there hard
and recovers well. I look for him to

get tougher and possibly qualify for
the states.”

Junior Sam Kramer, who will re-
main at 112-lbs, placed fourth in the
UCT, second in the districts and fin-
ished with a 20-12 record.

“He improved as the season went
on. He wrestled over the summer.
He’s really tough. He should be look-
ing to qualify in the state,” said Kurz.

Senior Chris Johnson, who just
missed qualifying for the regions,
will compete again at 189-lbs and
could be a force to reckon with.

“I think Chris is going to have a
breakout year. He hits the weight
room on a regular basis, he’s strong,
confident and is showing great lead-
ership,” claimed Kurz.

Freshman Mark Boyd has been
impressive in practice and will com-
pete in the 130-135-lb classes.

“He is someone who could have a
great career at Westfield,” noted Kurz.

Junior Craig Hewit, who wrestled
at 119-lbs, has leaped to compete in
the 130-135-lb class. Senior Dave
Israelow will compete at 140-lbs,
sophomore Steve Cruickshank will
compete at 215-lbs and senior Nick
Gismondi, who sat out last year due
to a shoulder injury, will be tough at
heavyweight.

Presently, the occupiers of the 119,
125, 160 and 171-lb classes have yet
to be determined.

“We should be more balanced this
year but there are some holes to fill,”
said Kurz.

everything.”
With the Raiders’ offense being

stymied, the “Wild Dogs” got plenty
of playing time. Junior defensive
tackle Marc Fabiano led the Raiders
with 14 tackles followed by line-
backers Travis Boff and Mike DiNizo
with 12 each. Early in the fourth
quarter, Boff recorded a seven-yard
sack. Linebacker Kevin Urban made
10 tackles and tackle Tim Karis had
nine while linebacker Charlie Bachi
and defensive back Matt Powers each
made eight.

Ridge marched 66 yards on nine
plays, beginning with an 11-yard
pass in the flats to wide out Bryan
Glaspy and ending with Alex
Kuchneir’s four-yard loop around the
left side with 8:34 left in the first
quarter. Mike Buck nailed the first of
his three points after.

The Raiders went three and out on

their first offensive series and, after
an unfortunate punt, the Red Devils
took over at the Raider 47. Three
pass plays and five running plays
later, Mullen blasted five yards for a
TD with 2:45 left in the quarter,
boosting the score to 14-0.

The Raiders’ second possession
turned out even worse when Ridge
recovered a fumble at the Raider 41.
The “Wild Dogs” held and took over
at the 31, but Ridge’s defense held
and another misguided punt sailed
out of bounds at the Raider 43. The
“Wild Dogs” held again but, once
again, the Raider offense fumbled
giving Ridge the ball on the Raider
28. Four plays later, Mullen plunged
in from the one-yard line with 2:14
left in the half. Buck’s point after
attempt hit the left post. No good!

The tide appeared to be changing
in the second half when the Raiders

took the opening kickoff to the 34
and burned 8:30 off the clock before
being stuffed at the Ridge 20 when
linebacker Chris Cefalo stopped
Baker on a fourth-and-one. The Raid-
ers had 15 plays during that drive and
converted two of the three fourth-
down situations.

“We thought if we punched one in,
we would have had a chance,” said
Baker.

Another Raider fumble at the 45-
yard line set up the Red Devils’ final
TD. On the ninth play, Mullen broke
through with an eight-yard TD run
with 5:52 remaining in the game.

“Just to play in Giants Stadium, this
place is amazing. This is high school
football. You got to have fun. I was
having fun! It was the best experience
I have ever had,” emphasized Baker.
“This team has been playing with
each other since PAL football in fifth
grade. We are all friends. We never
stopped trying hard. We left every-
thing on the field today.”

“You have to enjoy the experience.
We worked hard. We got here,” com-
mented Ciccotelli. “We didn’t play
well for whatever reason, but I give
Ridge all the credit. They played
well. It’s been a great year. We knew
coming in that we were going to be
10-2 or 11-1. It doesn’t take away
from what these kids did all year. For
it to end like this, it stinks, but that’s
part of athletics.”

“I will never forget this,” said
Raider Quad-Captain Karis. “I just
love this team. It’s not Giants Sta-
dium so much. It’s not the game. I’m
going to miss playing with my team-
mates.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0  0  0 0 0
Ridge 14  6  0 7 27

Blue Devil Girls Named
XC ‘Team of Year’

The Westfield High School girls
cross-country team has been named
Team of the Year by The Star Ledger.
After losing a dual meet and the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title to Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
the Blue Devils regrouped to recap-
ture the Union County (UC) title that
they had lost to Oak Knoll last year.

Blue Devil Deenie Quinn, Raider
Mary Shashaty and Governor
Livingston’s Katie Zaeh were named
to the All-Union County First Team.
Shashaty also was named All-Group
3 Third Team. Blue Devils Meg
Driscoll and Annie Onishi and Raid-
ers Laura Harrison and Allie Hoynes-
O’Connor were named to the All-UC
Second Team. Raiders Christene
DeLuca and Liz Elko and Blue Devil
Rachel Barrett were named to the
All-UC Third Team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY IN LOWER WEIGHTS…Senior 103-lb Robbie Mench, left, and
junior 112-lb Sam Kramer will be counted on to get some big points for the Blue
Devils.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISCUSSING A PLAY…Former Raiders Nathan Jones, left, and Bob Dinsmore,
both players on the Rutgers football team, discuss a play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANTICIPATING THE START OF THE GAME…Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli, center, looks from the sideline in anticipation of the championship
game between the Raiders and Ridge.

NJSportPics for The Leader and The Times
Raider senior Kyle Baker, No. 33, at-
tempts to block a Ridge Red Devil
punt.

Three Blue Devils Get
Field Hockey Honors
Three Westfield High School

field hockey team girls received
All-Union County honors by The
Star Ledger. Meredith Rucinsky
and Lauren Purdy were named to
the Second Team and Kate Warren
was named to the Third Team along
with Governor Livingston’s Jen
Hauser.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $755,000 Springfield                                                 $875,000

Westfield $839,000 Westfield                                                   $599,900

Immaculate 3 bedroom, 3 bath ranch on a rare, more than an acre,
lot.  2 fireplaces, sunroom and potential galore.  WSF2773

Custom center hall colonial.  Baltusrol Top.  11 spacious rooms, 5
zone heat, 2 zone air, hardwood floors, large deck & more.  WSF2967

Spectacular colonial completely renovated & expanded.  5 bedrooms,
4.1 baths, great with fireplace, quality kitchen.  WSF2978

Historic colonial restored with love.  5 bedrooms, 2 baths, family room.
Large property overloks park.  www.300mountain.com.  WSF3101

Move-in condition quality built split.  Lovely property, bright updated
kitchen, family room / ofc, fireplace & more.  WSF3104

Quiet dead-end street close to everything.  2 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen
each floor.  1st floor expanded with deck, cac.  WSF2975

Scotch Plains                                         $1,100,000

Garwood                                                   $399,000


