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MS Beechwood School
To Open on January 7

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Mountainside Board of
Education meeting on Tuesday night,
the plan to open Beechwood School
on January 7 was presented. Chief
School Administrator Dr. Gerard
Schaller stated that Deerfield School
will close at 1 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 19, Monday, December 21,
and Tuesday, December 22, so that
teachers can have the afternoons to
pack for the move at the end of the
month.

The holiday break will be extended
to include Monday, January 5, and
Tuesday, January 6.

Beechwood School will be open to
tour on Monday and Tuesday De-
cember 29 and 30. Students in the
Moppet program through second
grade will be touring the school to-
day with their teacher to see where
their classroom is located prior to
their first day at Beechwood.

Many parents who will have chil-
dren at both schools voiced concern
over pick-up since dismissal will be
at the same time for both schools. Dr.
Schaller made it clear that no child
will be left unattended while waiting
to be picked up, and urged parents to
be patient while all the problems are
worked out.

“We will be keeping close tabs on
it. It has been quite some time since
we have had two schools open in the
district,” Dr. Schaller added.

A letter will be sent to all parents
regarding the early dismissal and
busing schedules.

Curriculum Coordinator Angela
Cosimano made a presentation to the
board regarding Reading Recovery, a
program designed to help poor read-
ers. The board will add a reading
instructor to its staff to teach the pro-
gram, either by certifying a current
teacher or hiring an individual whom
is already certified in the program.

The program focuses on first grad-
ers who have difficulty in reading by
teaching them strategies to overcome
their deficits. The child would meet
with the instructor for 30 minutes
every day for one-on-one help focus-
ing on their individual strengths and
weaknesses. As soon as a child can
“achieve” and independently over-
come his or her weaknesses, he or
she returns to the classroom and an-
other student enters the program.

“The program is supplemental, not
a replacement. Early intervention
could really help them succeed. It
saves the child’s dignity,” Ms.
Cosimano said. The board will make
a decision in January as to how it will
fill the position.

One parent questioned the policy
of the board to hire parent coaches,
stating that it is sometimes hard for a
parent to be impartial.

“Sports, especially at this level,
should be inclusive, not exclusive,”
parent Gary Richard said.

Coaching positions are first offered
to staff members before being offered
to the general public. Dr. Schaller
stated that it is not the policy of the
board to make recommendations to
coaches on how to run their team.

WF Council Recognizes Outgoing
Members Albano, Haas, Jacobson

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Members of the armed forces and
outgoing councilpersons were rec-
ognized for their service during the
Tuesday evening meeting of the
Westfield Town Council.

Marine Corps Sergeant John Arlia,
United States Navy Lieutenant
Zachary Cuca, and the family of
Marine Corps Captain Matthew
Gorbaty were all honored by the
American Legion and the council for
their service overseas during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.

Next, the council recognized de-
parting Democrat Councilwoman
Susan Jacobson, Democrat Council-
man David Haas and Republican
Councilman Matthew Albano.

Republican First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana said that Council-
man Haas, “cares very much about
what other people care about.”

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt added, “No
matter what you think, this commu-
nity will always look at you as a
leader.”

Councilwoman Jacobson thanked,
“all of you who have supported me
and believed in me through all my
years of public service.”

Democrat Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence Goldman told her
that he, “can’t think of anyone else
who can rise up to the level (of
volunteerism) that you have shown.”

Councilman Goldman said, “Now
I truly feel abandoned.”

Councilman Caruana added that
Councilman Albano “was the voice
of integrity.”

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance to increase pen-
alties for parking violations. This
ordinance raises the cost of a parking
ticket from $13 to $20.

Former Republican Councilman
Neil Sullivan cautioned the council
that making the parking fine too high
would deter shoppers from the down-
town.

During the open discussion by citi-
zens, Gary Goodman, owner of 37
Elm Street, said that he had been
furnishing parking permits to his ten-
ants, but he now understands that he,
as the landlord, will not be permitted
to renew the permits. He said that
because of the enforcement of the

Republican First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse said that Council-
woman Jacobson, “earned my respect
before you even got on this dais.”

The most emotional presentation
of the night was made to senior Coun-
cilman Albano, who has served on
the council since 1996.

“I consider you not only my fellow
council people, but also my friends,”
he said.

Councilman Echausse told him,
“You’ve been a great mentor to me,”
adding, “you ’da man.”

policy, he will have difficulty renting
the space.

Codding Road resident Brian
Pietrewiez requested that the resi-
dential side of the street be marked as
no parking, to alleviate congestion
caused by high school students park-
ing on the street.

Mary Lou Stevens and Anita
Whalen of Gallows Hill Road re-
quested that a recently installed speed
hump be removed. Both women cited
noise problems and safety hazards.

Adjustment Board
Denies Temple Lot

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a final 4-3 vote, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Monday
denied Temple Emanu-El’s applica-
tion to construct a parking lot on an
adjacent piece of property that the
temple bought from a local devel-
oper.

The temple needed a use variance,
as the property acquired had been
residential housing. Five affirmative
votes were required from the board
for the variance to be granted. Seven
members were present at the meet-
ing.

According to an ordinance under
the Master Plan of Westfield, imper-
vious coverage — made up of a
substance like asphalt that cannot
absorb water — is only allowed for
50 percent of the total area of a
conditional use property.

According to the temple’s appli-
cation, 67 percent was proposed.

A letter from Kenneth Marsh, Town
Engineer, who was not present, was
read at the meeting. He asked that the
temple work with the town’s engi-
neering department on drainage is-
sues as a condition should the appli-
cation be granted.

The application initially included
170 spaces, later reduced to 163
spaces, and reduced again last week
to 145 spaces. According to testi-
mony given by Licensed Professional
Planner Michael Kauker during pre-
vious hearings, based upon the floor
area of the temple facilities, 330
parking spaces are required for the
temple by Westfield ordinance.

According to board members Doris
Molowa, Chris Mascaile and Larry
McDermott, the coverage for the
parking lot requested by the temple
was too much.

Mr. McDermott stated, “I think
both sides should be commended for
their hard work and testimony, but
the fact is that it is in a residential
zone. In my tenure on the board, we
have always weighed the feelings of
residents in a residential zone.”

Other members of the board, like
William Heinbokel, also noted that
it was a hardship for the neighbor-
hood to host a parking lot with 145
spaces, but that he thought the deci-
sion was a “balancing act” between
what was good for the immediate
neighborhood and what was good for
the town at large.

Board member Francis Smith said
he thought perhaps the application
would be more apt to pass if the
temple had reduced the number of
spaces by 25, and had agreed to
implement conditions such as doors
being closed during civic events;
smoking being limited to the court-

yard area; civic functions being lim-
ited to 12 per year; having all events
end by midnight; having garbage
picked up only after 8 a.m., and
having as many lights as reasonably
possible turned off.

Mr. Smith noted the application
was a difficult decision because,
“there is too much coverage versus
not enough parking.” He added, “I
would like to lessen the impact on
the whole neighborhood.”

During a short recess, John
Schmidt, the attorney for the temple,
met with members of the temple to
discuss Mr. Smith’s proposal.

Mr. Schmidt subsequently noted
that the temple representatives sug-
gested that 28 spaces could be cut
from the design, but that they then
wanted to add 11 grass spaces as
pavers closer to the East Broad Street
line, to be used when there is a need
for overflow parking spots.

James Flynn, Attorney for mem-
bers of U.N.I.T.E. (United Neigh-
bors Investigating Temple Expan-
sion), then asked, if the 11 grass
pavers were going to be added, could
the temple remove the three addi-
tional spaces closest to Fair Acres
Avenue, giving that street an addi-
tional 30-foot buffer.

It was then suggested that the
temple could have 13 grass pavers.

As the amended application went
to a final vote, Board Chairman Vince
Wilt, Vice-Chairman Mr. Heinbokel,
and board members Reid Edles and
Mr. Smith cast affirmative responses
— which were not enough to grant
the use variance.

Mrs. Molowa stated, “I am look-
ing at the practicality of it. The num-
ber of spaces has already been shaven
down. It’s like putting a band aid on

                              Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER TRAGEDY...On December 11, another tragedy occurred at 5
p.m. with the death of a pedestrian on North Avenue. This incident marks
the second pedestrian death in Westfield on North Avenue in two days.

Pedestrians Killed
On North Avenue

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just two days after 62-year-old
Helen Freindt was struck and killed
by a motor vehicle in the front of
Lord & Taylor, 58-year-old Phyllis
Apperman of Mountainside was
hit and killed on North Avenue
near Hillcrest Avenue.

Thursday’s accident occurred
at 4:53 p.m. when M. Muhamed-
Aly, 62, of Plainfield struck Mrs.
Apperman with his Dodge Cara-
van. Mrs. Apperman succumbed
to her injuries at University Hos-
pital in Newark at 6:55 p.m.

Summonses are pending follow-
ing further investigation of the ac-
cident.

According to Westfield Police
Captain Clifford Auchter, there
have been 1,000 accidents in
Westfield this year. There have
been 12 accidents involving pe-
destrians this year, including the
two fatalities. Four of the acci-
dents involved minor injuries in
which the pedestrians did not go to
the hospital, while five accidents
involved moderate injuries and one
victim ran away.

In 1999, Ellen Interdonato, 71,
and Anna Tkacova, 23, were killed
in separate incidents while attempt-
ing to cross East Broad Street.
Sherry Warman, 30, was killed
while trying to cross North Avenue
in December of 2000.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Class will be in session at Westfield
High School (WHS) for the obser-
vance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
birthday on January 16, 2004. The
decision to open for a half day, made
by the Westfield Board of Education
at its meeting on December 16, comes
as a result of Superintendent Dr. Wil-
liam Foley’s concerns about the pos-
sibility of a snowy winter.

WHS opened a day later than the
rest of the schools in the district due
to delays in construction on the build-
ing. Additionally, the entire school
district was off on the day that Hur-
ricane Isabel made landfall in Sep-

tember. By state law, each school
must have 180 instructional days.

In making the 2003-2004 school
calendar, the board provided each
school with three snow days, plus
one extra school day that the district
has the right to waive, bringing the
total to 184 days of instruction. In the
event that all of the allotted extra
days are used up and the schools
need to close again, the district is
obligated to take back vacation days
in order to reach the prescribed 180-
day mark.

Dr. Foley cited the unusually heavy
December snowfall as one reason for
the adjustment.

“If last weekend’s snowstorm had
happened on a Monday instead of a
Friday afternoon, we would have
lost two snow days,” he said.

Dr. Foley has been in touch with
members of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Coalition, a group of which he
himself is a member, to explain his
reasons for wanting to have class at
WHS on the holiday. Dr. Foley
stressed to the board that the mea-
sure he proposed is “something for
this year and this year alone.”

Dr. Foley also told the board that
WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix has
expressed interest in scheduling ac-
tivities that revolve around Dr. King
and his contributions to the Civil
Rights movement and the nation’s
social fabric.

The board engaged in a lengthy
discussion of the proposition’s vir-
tues. Board of Education Vice Presi-
dent Anne Riegel mentioned the fact
that a number of families plan vaca-
tions over the extended weekend. At
the end of the discussion, the mea-
sure passed by a vote of 7-1, with Ms.
Riegel being the lone voice of dis-
sent.

The remaining schools in the dis-
trict will still be closed on the holi-
day.

Board Secretary and Business
Administrator Robert Berman pre-
sented the board with a preview of
the 2004-2005 school district bud-
get. He said that the budget is likely
to increase by approximately 6 per-
cent.

For the fourth straight year, there
is no projected increase in state aid,
which has remained flat at $4,430,754
since the 2001-2002 budget.

The presentation included a list of
likely expenditures for the district,
including an increase in the cost of
special education, collective bargain-
ing agreements, a 12 percent to 15
percent increase in the cost of medi-
cal insurance for faculty and staff,
and the rising cost of capital projects
in the district.

The budget will likely call for a
proposed tax levy increase of 6.14
percent, or 20 cents.

That increase comes to “about $340
for the average family in Westfield,”
according to Ms. Riegel.

Mr. Berman’s presentation also
contained a list of important dates
for the budgeting process for the
2004-2005 spending plan.

On Tuesday, January 13, 2004, the
Program Budget, compiled by the
Finance Committee, will go before
the board. The board will then vote
on the tentative budget on Thursday,
March 4. Public hearings on the bud-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WELL DESERVED…Westfield Marine John Arlia was presented a proclama-
tion from Mayor Gregory McDermott, and a resolution and medal from Shawn
Mullen from the American Legion Martin Wallberg Post No.3 for his service to
the United States and service in Iraq.

MS Council
OKs 25 mph

For Area Road
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday evening, the
mayor and council of
Mountainside unanimously
passed on second reading an or-
dinance to establish a 25-mph
speed limit on New Providence
Road, from Deer Path to Tracy
Drive.

In other business, Ordinances
1064 and 1065 were unani-
mously passed on first reading,
amending the fines for handi-
capped parking violations, as
well as the handicapped parking
regulations themselves as man-
dated by the State of New Jersey.

According to the ordinances,
it is unlawful for any person to
park, stand or stop a motor ve-
hicle in a space designated as a
handicapped space, unless the
vehicle or person has been is-
sued special vehicle identifica-
tion cards by the Division of
Motor Vehicles.

In addition, the penalties for
such a violation will be increased
by three dollars. The state has
mandated that $1 go to an au-
tism fund and that $2 be for-
warded to a DNA fund.

In other business, the mayor
and council noted that they would
allow Union County to apply for
a Special Deer Management
Permit from the New Jersey Di-
vision of Fish & Wildlife for the
2004 Deer Management Pro-
gram.

According to a memo from
the county, the borough has 100
more deer than the preferable
number of 60 set forth by county.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, the county stated the
hunt would last a maximum num-
ber of three days, starting on
Monday, March 1. He said it was
noted there would be 12 agents
working and that the hunt would
cease after 100 deer had been
removed or after three days had
passed, whichever came first.

It was stated that there have
been many more deer sightings
within the last year than in previ-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS HARMONY…The “Escape Quartet” entertained people with
perfect harmonizing of Christmas songs in downtown Westfield stores this past
Saturday. Pictured, in The Westfield Leader office, are: Georgette Chrystal,
Janell Paviolitis, Susan Schuman and Michelle Metallo.

WHS to Hold Half Day
To Observe Dr. King
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‘Santa’
Dave

Williams

Wed-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun-Tue 9am-6pm•Weather permitting

Ladies & 
Gentlemen...

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

Expires
12/22/03

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

...We got ‘em
Yes it’s true...We have hundreds of beautiful 

Poinsettias, in our heated greenhouse. Did you 
know that the longer a Poinsettia is left wrapped 
in a plastic sleeve, the shorter it will last when you 
get home?  We’ve found that after 12 hours a 
poinsettia will begin its decline. How long do you 
think those pre-wrapped plants that you see at 
some of those larger highway stores have been 
sitting there?

Our poinsettias arrive Fresh from our best 
growers, and are immediately unwrapped and 
displayed in our greenhouse. We’ve had customers 
that have had their poinsettias last past 
Valentines Day.

Did you know that Poinsettias are NOT 
poisonous?  All those years you’ve gone without, 
and its because of an old wive’s tale. 

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Free Photo
W/Santa
Sat. & Sun.
1pm - 4pm

Hundreds of Beautiful
Poinsetias in

all Sizes & Colors

 $2  OFF
Any Poinsettia 

(over $10)

SL3 SL3

THE

COMPANY
E T PARDLY ETERSEN.

SINCE

1956

Your Environmental Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies
• Air & Water Purification Equipment

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER ST.     WESTFIELD
908.232.5723

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

LIKE THE SNOW, OUR

PRICES ARE FALLING!

• Auto Thread ExchangerTM

• Wind-In-Place Bobbin SystemTM

• Endless BobbinTM

• Multi Hooping
• Full-Color 3-d LCD Screen

www.etpetersen.com

QUANTUM  XL-5000
®

XL-5000
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WATCH OUT BELOW… The Westfield Fire Department responded to severe
snow condition on December 8. Firefighters  knocked off a large amount of snow
and ice off various rooftops in downtown Westfield.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
• A business on Elm Street reported a

shoplifting incident in which 23 DVD
videos were removed from the establish-
ment. Police said a white male, approxi-
mately 6 feet and 1 inch tall, between 17
and 20 years old, with long hair, was
suspected of taking the videos. He was
wearing a gray sweatshirt and blue jeans
at the time the incident occurred. A sub-
sequent search of the area was conducted
but the suspect could not be located.

Business Will Continue
At Parker Greenhouses

Frank Quinn of St. Marks Avenue
and Karen Masciale and Ed Brown of
Gallows Hill Road spoke in favor of
keeping the speed hump as it slows
traffic down.

Maureen Rothfelder, who witnessed
one of last week’s fatal pedestrian
accidents, asked the council to make
traffic safety a priority in the New
Year.

Mr. Sullivan praised the council for
implementing the traffic calming mea-
sures, but recommended better signage
and striping.

He also said that several years ago a
plan was developed to mark areas in
town where lighting was deficient. Mr.
Sullivan recommended that the council
review the plan and work with PSE&G
to correct the lighting problems.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the new speed humps on
Gallows Hill Road have not been
marked because of weather problems,
but that temporary signage is in place.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $20,000 expenditure for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) to make improvements to their
website.

The council also approved the 2003
and 2004 salaries for the teamsters
and the 2004 salaries for the Westfield
Police Department.

The new council will meet on Tues-
day, January 6, 2004.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
SCOTCH PLAINS — Though

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center, Scotch Plains, endured a mi-
nor fire and a major snowstorm over
the weekend of December 12 through
14, the business re-opened almost im-
mediately, and it is business as usual to
accommodate holiday shoppers.

“It’s been business as usual,” said
Steve Parker, owner of the 14-acre gar-
den center. “In a sense, we were fortu-
nate because the fire occurred in one of
our equipment storage buildings lo-
cated several acres away from the green-
houses and retail center. The Scotch
Plains Fire Department responded, and
that was the end of it,” he said.

The untimely events only tempo-
rarily affected customer traffic at the
center, but it did not dampen the holi-
day spirit of the staff.

“Because of the snowstorm, some
people couldn’t get here for the portrait
sessions with our photographer,” Mr.
Parker explained. “So, he’ll be back for
the weekend of December 20 and 21,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.”

Photographs will be available to cus-
tomers in 4” x 6” proofs, 8” x 10” prints
or digital CD’s. Parker is offering spe-
cial prices on photos taken in the-
cheerfully decorated greenhouses.

In addition, the center offers thou-
sands of Poinsettias, plenty of pre-
mium live and cut trees, holiday greens,
gifts, light displays, centerpieces, cus-
tom wreaths and garlands.

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Gar-
den Center is located at 1325 Terrill
Road, in Scotch Plains. Holiday hours
are Monday through Wednesday, 7
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday from 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, please call (908)
322-5555 and press 5 for directions
and 6 for special events.

Special Improvement District in SP
Could Be Established By March

SP-F BOE
Worker Killed
During Storm

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- It is possible
that, if matters progress without any
significant impediments, a Special
Improvement District (SID) for
Scotch Plains’ downtown business
district could be formally established
by March.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, the
Township Council’s liaison to the
SID steering committee that has been
meeting weekly since September to
investigate the particulars of setting
up a SID, said that she would be
happy if a SID was able to go from
concept to reality in just seven
months.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the steering
committee’s meetings will likely end
in late January or early February. If
the committee, which is made up of
a handful of interested
businesspeople, then decides to move
forward with establishing a SID, it
would hold a meeting with the rest of

the business community to tell them,
in essence, that it has been decided to
pursue this avenue as a way of revi-
talizing the Park Avenue-Front Street-
East Second Street area and explain
to them the details of a SID.

“As long as there was no big up-
heaval” at that time, Mrs. Malool
said, “the committee would recom-
mend to the council that it pass a SID
ordinance,” something that could be
accomplished by late winter or early
spring.

Councilwoman Malool said she was
“happy with the make-up” of the steer-
ing committee, which meets every
Tuesday evening, calling its mem-
bers “very dedicated and very inter-
ested in the future of the community.”

She expressed her desire to see
more members of the business com-
munity – both business owners and
property owners – involved in the
steering committee’s deliberations,
which, she said, have shown mem-
bers “how helpful a SID can be” and
also demonstrated that “there is no

great alternative for our downtown.”
A SID is a legal designation of a

particular area in which additional
taxes are levied in order to finance
business district improvements.

She guessed that some in the busi-
ness community have stayed away
from the SID steering committee
meetings “because they don’t be-
lieve they’re going to have a say in
this.” Usually, the local government
has dictated to local businesses, but
in the case of a SID, “this is govern-
ment taking a step back.”

She believes the government might
have adopting a wait-and-see ap-
proach and, if the SID is actually
formed, then they will become more
involved.

Mrs. Malool, who spearheaded the
formation of the steering committee
and the securing of state grants to
fund the hiring of Seth Grossman, a
consultant who has been assisting
the committee, pronounced herself
happy with the way the process has
moved forward.

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
 and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- During the
heavy snowstorm on December 6
Walter Lestarchick, Jr. was killed
while driving a Toro Ground Mas-
ter Model 345 on Terrill Road near
the intersection of Terrill Road
North bound and Mary Lane North
when he was struck by an 18-
wheeler tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

Board of Education Public In-
formation Coordinator Kathleen
Meyer confirmed that Mr.
Lestarchick was working at the time
of his death.

According to Ms. Meyer, the vic-
tim had cleared snow at one of the
schools and was headed back to the
garage, located between Park Middle
School and School One Elementary.

A lifelong resident of Scotch Plains,
Mr. Lestarchick had been on the staff
of the maintenance department since
1984. He and his wife, Karyn, had a
son, Christopher.

The Toro, which is going through
additional inspection to see if it is
operating properly, did have a li-
cense plate, and the police are check-
ing with the New Jersey State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles to dis-
cover what conditions and/or crite-
ria the vehicle needs to be consid-
ered legal on the road.

It was “just a horrible accident,”
said Fanwood Police Sergeant
Howard Jarvis. He added that 18-
wheeler “was operating in a safe
manner.”

Lieutenant Richard Trigo “as-
sumes there’s going to be” a law-
suit pending the completion of the
investigation.

Cocaine Ring Busted
In Garwood Borough

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, 90
detectives and SWAT team members
from federal, county and municipal
law enforcement agencies finished
three weeks worth of sweeps, taking
in 23 guns and 16 kilograms of drugs
— the largest seizure of drugs in a
single operation.

The suspected leader of the opera-
tion, John Sosa, 32, of Elizabeth, was
arrested while lying in his hospital
bed at University Hospital in Newark,
where he was recuperating from a
broken leg suffered from a fall off a
ladder. He was charged with being the
leader of a drug trafficking network.

His mother, Angelica Ruiz, 57,
was arrested at her Third Avenue
home with $25,000 in cash, and
charged with conspiracy to distrib-
ute controlled dangerous substances.

Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
said the man suspected of being Sosa’s
primary cocaine supplier, David Hill,
31, of Willow Avenue in Garwood,
was taken into custody during three
days of intense operations during the
week of Thanksgiving.

Detectives from Elizabeth and the
county’s Narcotic Strike Force ar-
rested Hill, who also goes by the
names Dexter Brewley and Kenneth
Jacobs, and his live-in girlfriend,
Charise Weldon, 37, inside a home in
a residential neighborhood.

There, they also found 23 guns and
16 kilograms of high purity cocaine
worth $400,000 wholesale, or up to
$3 million when cut for street sale;
eight kilograms of cutting agents
commonly used to repackage drugs,
and 30 grams of heroin.

“When a federal Drug Enforce-
ment Agency official tells me that
Union County is becoming a ‘hub’ of
drug activity here in New Jersey, I’m
obliged to disclose the magnitude of
an operation like this to the public,”
said Mr. Romankow.

He used a small display of heroin and
cocaine packaging, as well as samples
showing the kind of weapons the drug
supply suspects had in their possession,
to warn the public about the dangers
posed by high level drug trafficking.

“You’re talking about 2,000 vials
per kilogram and up depending on
how it’s cut down, and at $10 to $20
each hit, that’s enough to supply

160,000 hits of cocaine per week,”
he said. “And, sadly, we are finding
suppliers with guns in a residential
neighborhood near you.”

a six-inch wound.”
During the October temple hear-

ings testimony was also heard from
Licensed Professional Planner Peter
Steck, who argued that he thought
the Master Plan allowed for too many
parking spaces for buildings in
Westfield.

He said he thought the required
number of spaces calculated in the
Master Plan for the temple was too
high, reflecting the maximum use of
the lot, as opposed to an “average
day.”

He also felt it was impossible for
the temple to meet both the parking
requirements and the impervious cov-
erage requirements at the same time,
noting the only way it could be done
was if an existing vacant house was
demolished and grass was planted.

According to the temple’s appli-
cation, other requests for relief of
variance requirements included
maximum illumination level at the
property line; minimum height of
screen plantings; pedestrian access;
locking manhole covers and inlet
grates, and the relocation of the
temple’s shed.

The temple had previously been
before the board for a collection of
variances, including use variances
in 1964, 1966, 1967, 1986 and 1999.
All prior variances had been granted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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get will take place on Tuesdays,
March 23 and March 30, and the
public will vote on the budget on
Tuesday, April 20.

The board was addressed by Peter
Murray, a resident of Shackamaxon
Drive. He addressed the board about
the ongoing debate regarding pupil
parking near the high school. He
thanked the board for its hard work in
forming a policy for the Town Coun-
cil to implement, but also said that
there were “several gaps” in the
board’s plan. He characterized the
parking dilemma as “a school prob-
lem, not a town problem.”

Board member Ginny Leiz, a mem-
ber of the board’s Curriculum, In-
struction, and Programs Committee,
unveiled several new science initia-
tives for students in the district’s
gifted and talented programs.

The new programs include a Life
Science Exploration program at the
third grade level, an Introduction to
Chemistry for fourth graders, an In-
troduction to Physics for sixth grad-
ers, and an Inventions course for
students in seventh grade.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Jefferson Pupils Provide
For Needy at Holidays

HAPPY HELPERS…Rosemary Callahan’s second graders at Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield presented a basket of food for the needy to Meryl
Reichman as part of the Mandy Reichman Turkey Drive at Temple Emanu-El.
Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Susan Walsh, Mrs. Callahan, Kathy
DiNocolo, Mrs. Reidman; front row, Briana Gorrell, Maria Tata, Allison
Diamond, Eric Cantor, Leo Rosenthal and Mike DiFabio.

WESTFIELD – Students in Rose-
mary Callahan’s second grade class at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield recently presented Meryl
Reichman of Mandy Reichman Tur-
key Drive at Temple Emanu-El with a
basket of food for the needy.

Another basket was delivered to
Cranford Family Care in Cranford.

The food basket donations were part
of the class’ “Kids Care” project, which
was initiated by the children’s student
teacher Susan Walsh.

Each month, the students participate
in a community service project to help
those less fortunate. The school’s

ous years when the borough partici-
pated in the program. Last year
Mountainside did not participate.

In other business, it was announced
that a $10,000 Community Develop-
ment grant was awarded for Borough
Engineer Michael Disko to perform an
engineering study on a piece of land
that may be used as the future site of a
new community center.

The 7.5-acre parcel, called “The
Barns Track,” is located on Mountain
Avenue between the 7-11 store and the
community pool.

According to the mayor, Mr. Disko
will head a preliminary study that will
include a land survey and a topographi-
cal survey.

The next meeting for the
Mountainside Council, which is the
re-organizational meeting, is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 6, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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theme, “Character Counts” has inspired
many such activities at Jefferson School.

The Mandy Reichman Turkey Drive
was established in November of 2001
in memory of Mandy Reichman, who
died at the age of 22 after a two-year
battle with cancer.

The turkey and canned goods that
were collected by the temple were de-
livered to hundreds of hungry individu-
als in the Union County area.

Georgetown Univ.
Welcomes Wade

AREA – The Office of Public
Affairs at Georgetown University
in Washington, D.C. has reported
that  Westfield resident Kathryn
Wade has been welcomed as a
member of the Class of 2007. She
is a 2003 graduate of Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child.
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SID in Scotch Plains
 Could Be Established

By March, Says Malool
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

It is possible that, if matters
progress without any significant im-
pediments, a Special Improvement
District (SID) for Scotch Plains’
downtown business district could be
formally established by March.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, the
Township Council’s liaison to the SID
steering committee that has been
meeting weekly since September to
investigate the particulars of setting

up a SID, said that she would be happy
if a SID was able to go from concept
to reality in just seven months.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the steering
committee’s meetings will likely end
in late January or early February. If
the committee, which is made up of
a handful of interested
businesspeople, then decides to move
forward with establishing a SID, it
would hold a meeting with the rest of
the business community to tell them,
in essence, that it has been decided to
pursue this avenue as a way of revi-
talizing the Park Avenue-Front Street-
East Second Street area and explain
to them the details of a SID.

“As long as there was no big up-
heaval” at that time, Mrs. Malool
said, “the committee would recom-
mend to the council that it pass a SID
ordinance,” something that could be
accomplished by late winter or early
spring.

Councilwoman Malool said she was
“happy with the make-up” of the steer-
ing committee, which meets every
Tuesday evening, calling its mem-
bers “very dedicated and very inter-
ested in the future of the community.”

She expressed her desire to see
more members of the business com-
munity – both business owners and
property owners – involved in the
steering committee’s deliberations,
which, she said, have shown mem-
bers “how helpful a SID can be” and
also demonstrated that “there is no
great alternative for our downtown.”

A SID is a legal designation of a
particular area in which additional
taxes are levied in order to finance
business district improvements.

She guessed that some in the busi-

Mayor Martin Marks Recaps 2003
Initiatives, Looks Forward to 2004

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After a year during which Scotch
Plains property owners were hit
with an 18-point increase in the
municipal portion of local prop-
erty taxes, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks said he is “fairly
confident we won’t be facing the
same thing next year.”

The mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that this year’s bud-
get and tax situation, which many
other communities also faced, resulted
from a weak economy and a freeze in
state aid that caused budget pressures
in which township council members
were forced to choose between cut-
ting services or raising taxes.

In 2004, Mayor Marks said, “I think
we won’t be dealing with that again.”

He noted that the economy is start-
ing to rebound and believes the local
surplus will be in a better position
than this year. The municipal budget
“will be one of the first things we’ll
sink out teeth into,” he said.

As he was this year, the mayor will
be involved next year in the effort to
get the State Legislature and the
Governor to agree to a ballot referen-
dum on whether to convene a state
constitutional convention to address
property tax reform.

Mr. Marks said that with no state-
level elections in 2004, he is hoping
legislators “have the guts” to pass the
referendum legislation, which made it
through the State Assembly last sum-
mer before dying the State Senate.

He pointed out that both local As-
sembly members Linda Stender and
Jerry Green voted for the referen-
dum bill and Senator-elect Nicholas
Scutari has expressed his support for
such a move.

Mayor Marks, who is entering the
final year of his four-year mayoral
term and his eighth year on the Town-
ship Council, told The Times he isn’t
sure if he will seek another term next
November.

“I want to let the dust settle” from
this year’s State Senate campaign in
which he lost to Mr. Scutari.

“There was a lot of time, energy
and money expended” in that race, in
which incumbent Senator Joseph

Suliga’s late September withdrawal
led to Mr. Scutari replacing him on
the November ballot and a weeks-
long effort by the Republican Party
to keep Mr. Suliga on the ballot.

The mayor said that after the holi-
days, he will discuss the question of
another mayoral race with his fam-
ily, council members and local Re-
publican leaders.

“We’ve had a lot of successes,” he
said, “and we still have more work
to do.”

The mayor noted that the town-
ship had completed renovations to
several existing parks and
ballfields, had opened the new
Memorial Park ballfield three
months ago, had awarded bids for
the renovation and expansion of
fields at Park Middle School and was
in the process of upgrading fields at
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School and at the property on
Route 22.

“Hopefully, it won’t stop there,” he
said, adding that the local government

“is always looking for potential prop-
erties” for recreational use.

Mayor Marks also sounded hope-
ful about the possibility of estab-
lishing a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) for the downtown busi-
ness area.

“In order to act as a cohesive unit, it
needs a project manager to manage
our town center: someone who can
find the right kinds of businesses and
keep them here, someone who can
market the downtown not only to
Scotch Plains residents but to people
outside of town,” the mayor said when
discussing the SID.

Noting the recent purchase of a
new senior citizen bus, the mayor
said that at a reception to christen
the new bus, he told senior groups
that a goal of his is to have a facility
built that would serve as a commu-
nity center for senior citizens. How
soon that will happen is another ques-
tion, though, given that a location
has to be found and money to fi-
nance the construction must be ap-
propriated.

BOE Worker Killed
During Snowstorm

By BENJAMIN CORBIN and
LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Times

During the heavy snowstorm on
December 6 Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
was killed while driving a Toro
Ground Master Model 345 on Terrill
Road near the intersection of Terrill
Road North bound and Mary Lane
North when he was struck by an 18-
wheeler tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

Board of Education Public Infor-
mation Coordinator Kathleen Meyer
confirmed that Mr. Lestarchick was
working at the time of his death.

According to Ms. Meyer, the vic-
tim had cleared snow at one of the
schools and was headed back to the
garage, located between Park Middle
School and School One Elementary.

A lifelong resident of Scotch

Plains, Mr. Lestarchick had been on
the staff of the maintenance depart-
ment since 1984. He and his wife,
Karyn, had a son, Christopher.

The Toro, which is going through
additional inspection to see if it is
operating properly, did have a li-
cense plate, and the police are check-
ing with the New Jersey State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles to dis-
cover what conditions and/or criteria
the vehicle needs to be considered
legal on the road.

It was “just a horrible accident,”
said Fanwood Police Sergeant
Howard Jarvis. He added that 18-
wheeler “was operating in a safe
manner.”

Lieutenant Richard Trigo “assumes
there’s going to be” a lawsuit pend-
ing the completion of the investiga-
tion.

Township Delays State Application
For Watchung Res. Deer Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County government is
pressing Scotch Plains officials to
apply to the state for a permit allow-
ing the county to conduct a deer
hunt in the Watchung Reservation,
but township officials are delaying
doing so because the county has not
responded to their requests for ac-
tion to control the growing deer
population in the Ashbrook Reser-
vation.

A state law restricts those who
can apply for a Special Deer Permit
to municipalities, county boards of
agriculture and airport operators.
As a result, the Union County gov-
ernment cannot obtain such a per-
mit; the five municipalities border-
ing the Reservation north of Route
22 have to apply for a permit and
allow the county to operate the

deer hunt in the municipalities’
name.

At the beginning of this month,
Mayor Martin Marks sent a letter to
Union County Parks and Recreation
Director Charles Sigmund, asking
for an update on the county’s long-
promised deer census in the Ashbrook
Reservation.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil conference meeting, the mayor
said he had not received any re-
sponse, noting that he was told a year
ago that a count of the deer in
Ashbrook would be done in the win-
ter of 2003-2004.

“I was hoping something of sub-
stance would be done this winter,” he
said, adding that he had promised
county officials that local authorities
would be fully supportive of any deer
control efforts.

Reiterating what he had stated in
his December 1 letter to Mr. Sigmund,
the mayor told the council that there
were 70 deer-related auto accidents
last year, with the overwhelming
number occurring on the south side

of Scotch Plains, where Ashbrook is
located. He also said that property
damage has increased and there have
been reports of some deer acting
more aggressively towards humans.

“It’s a very serious problem,” the
mayor said.

He hopes to hear some response
from the county concerning an
Ashbrook deer census. The county is
urging the five affected towns to act
as soon as possible on their applica-
tions so that the state can take formal
action in mid-January.

However, the council seems con-
tent to wait to first hear about the
deer problem on the south side of
Scotch Plains before moving for-
ward on the deer problem on the
north side.

Mayor Marks pointed out that the
council could still take action on the
application before mid-January, since
the governing body will be meeting
briefly next week and then will hold
its reorganization meeting on Thurs-
day, January 1, and a conference
meeting on Tuesday, January 6.

SP Council Adopts
One-Year Contract

With Assoc. Humane
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

With no obvious movement towards
a county-sponsored animal control
program, the Scotch Plains Township
Council approved a one-year contract
on Tuesday night with Associated
Humane Societies of Newark to pro-
vide animal control services for 2004.

At the council’s regular meeting
“its final one of the year” Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said Asso-
ciated Humane, which has provided
this service for the past several year,
had presented the township with two
options: a one-year renewal or a five-
year renewal.

The one-year contract calls for a
2.5 percent fee increase, meaning
the township will pay $41,591 for
the service. Mr. Atkins said money
for the program would be included in
the township’s 2004 budget.

Similar to other municipalities in
the area, Scotch Plains has essen-
tially been forced to choose Associ-
ated Humane Societies because there
are no other viable animal control
options. Another provider performs
this service north of Route 22 and,
despite pleas from local officials,
has refused to extend its service south
of the Watchung Reservation region.

In other business, the council will
set aside a proposal that would have
offered early retirement incentives
for about 30 township employees.
The state approved legislation earlier
this year giving municipalities the
option of providing these incentives.

Mr. Atkins told the council that if
all eligible employees had opted for
early retirement, it would have cost
the local government about $3 mil-
lion, with $2.1 million going to non-
police and fire employees and
$907,000 to police and fire personnel.

Furthermore, most of the affected
positions would have to be filled if the
present employees retired; without
any attrition, the township would not
realize much savings, Mr. Atkins said.

“This is not in the best interests of
taxpayers,” he stated.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins
warned that if there was another sig-
nificant snowfall before the end of
the month, the council might be
forced to approve an emergency ap-
propriation to fund township opera-
tions for the month of December.

The snowstorms on December 5
and 6 cost the township close to
$50,000 and last weekend’s storm,
while milder, still resulted in over-

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung Looks
Back on Time in Public Service

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung is
packing up his office at Borough
Hall, preparing to hand over the reins
to the new administration. In an in-
terview last week with The Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Times, he reflected
on the road that brought him to of-
fice, his experiences while in the
position, and his plans for the future.

“It has been an extraordinary privi-
lege and honor to serve Fanwood as
mayor these four years,” said Mayor
Jung. “It is an opportunity I never
thought I would ever have. Looking
back 30 years ago I would not have
imagined having this extraordinary
opportunity.”

While serving on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education from
1978 to 1990, Mayor Jung held the
position of President three times and
Vice President twice. After serving
as a Fanwood Councilman for six
years, he decided to run for mayor. In

the spring of 2000 he began in the
position, while also taking an early
retirement package from his em-
ployer, Exxon.

“I’ve always believed everybody
should do something in their com-
munity to give back, whether volun-
teer or elective,” he said.

Mayor Jung has received great sat-
isfaction from his experience in of-
fice, as “local government is the place
you can see the most direct effect of
what you are working on” and “see
the fruits of your labor in a very short
time.”

In his position, Mayor Jung be-
lieves he has “operated in a joint
decision making manner,” what he
calls “participative management,”
where he has sought “input from all
council members, with no surprises
for anyone.”

He has made a concerted effort to
have both Democrats and Republi-
cans in all positions he has had the
responsibility to select.

“Every committee and commis-
sion group I’ve appointed, I have
made sure was bipartisan, because I
believe we need input from every-
body, you can’t have all one group,”
he stated.

Having placed the focus on capital
improvement projects over the last
several years, Mayor Jung is proud
of the Shared Services Coordinating
Council (SSCC). Established in 2000,
consisting of the Borough of
Fanwood, the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, the
body was formally established by
resolution to facilitate the three
groups working together on projects.

The council is composed of two
elected officials and a Manager/Ad-
ministrator from each entity. Mayor
Jung “believes it is one of a kind in
New Jersey,” and has seen the results
of coordinated efforts with the Pub-
lic Works and Recreation depart-
ments.

This year $80,000 worth of field
and park maintenance equipment was
purchased, and field use scheduling
and building maintenance is now
done by computer.

The largest project accomplished
by the SSCC was an upgrade of the
Park Middle School athletic field.
Union County’s “Field of Dreams”

program awarded $100,000 to each
entity, which was then matched by
the three groups, for a total of
$600,000. A contractor has been se-
lected and work will begin in 2004.
The four fields, football, soccer, soft-
ball and baseball, will be available
not only to the school, but also to
organizations in the area.

Mayor Jung feels the SSCC is “a
significant accomplishment” also
because it allows people in each en-
tity to get to know each other, in-
creasing ease in working together on
issues.

When Mayor Jung first came to
office in 2000, he had seen during
Hurricane Floyd the previous fall
that Fanwood had significant flood-
ing issues, especially in the north-
east corner of the borough.

At a yearly meeting where Con-
gressman Michael Ferguson dis-
cusses grants, Mayor Jung put in a

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A SAD PROCESSION...Walter Lestarchick, Jr. of Scotch Plains was laid to rest
on Saturday, a week after he was killed in an accident on Terril Road.

SWEARING IN...Scotch Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool was recently
sworn in as a member of the New Jersey Bar. Councilwoman Malool is pictured
with her daughters and husband.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FANFARE...Raiders fans packed Giants Stadium last Thursday for the  state
finals against the Basking Ridge Red Raiders. Basking Ridge won 27-0.
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Community Calendar
Event Highlights

• The Annual Lions Club Christ-
mas Tree Sale runs Monday, Decem-
ber 1 through Christmas Day. The
sales run weekdays 6:30 p.m. to 9
p.m. and weekends 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. Trees, wreaths and
decorations will be on sale. Proceeds
benefit local charities and scholar-
ships.

• The Scotch Plains Library Trust-
ees monthly meeting will be held on
Thursday, December 18 at 7:30 p.m.
at the director’s office in the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

• Celebrate 100 Years of Flight on
Friday, December 19 from 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Library
Children’s Department.

• Enjoy the Christmas musical,
From Heaven’s Throne, on Saturday,
December 20, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Evangel Church.

• Take note of the SPF Kiwanis
Club Luminary Sale on Saturday,
December 20 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and on Sunday, December 21 from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Fanwood
Public Works Garage.

• The Fanwood Environmental
Commission will hold their meet-
ing Thursday, December 18 at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Community
House.

For more information about
events, please visit the community
calendars on the web:
visitscotchplains.com and
visitfanwood.com.

‘Santa’
Dave

Williams

Wed-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun-Tue 9am-6pm•Weather permitting

Ladies & 
Gentlemen...

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

Expires
12/22/03

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

...We got ‘em
Yes it’s true...We have hundreds of beautiful 

Poinsettias, in our heated greenhouse. Did you 
know that the longer a Poinsettia is left wrapped 
in a plastic sleeve, the shorter it will last when you 
get home?  We’ve found that after 12 hours a 
poinsettia will begin its decline. How long do you 
think those pre-wrapped plants that you see at 
some of those larger highway stores have been 
sitting there?

Our poinsettias arrive Fresh from our best 
growers, and are immediately unwrapped and 
displayed in our greenhouse. We’ve had customers 
that have had their poinsettias last past 
Valentines Day.

Did you know that Poinsettias are NOT 
poisonous?  All those years you’ve gone without, 
and its because of an old wive’s tale. 

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Free Photo
W/Santa
Sat. & Sun.
1pm - 4pm

Hundreds of Beautiful
Poinsetias in

all Sizes & Colors

 $2  OFF
Any Poinsettia 

(over $10)

SL3 SL3

THE

COMPANY
E T PARDLY ETERSEN.

SINCE

1956

Your Environmental Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies
• Air & Water Purification Equipment

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER ST.     WESTFIELD
908.232.5723

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

LIKE THE SNOW, OUR

PRICES ARE FALLING!

• Auto Thread ExchangerTM

• Wind-In-Place Bobbin SystemTM

• Endless BobbinTM

• Multi Hooping
• Full-Color 3-d LCD Screen

www.etpetersen.com

QUANTUM  XL-5000
®

XL-5000
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d
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!
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MEMORY OF A LIFETIME AT GIANTS STADIUM…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School marching band
performs the halftime ceremonies during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship football game between the
Raiders and Ridge at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford.

ness community have stayed away
from the SID steering committee
meetings “because they don’t be-
lieve they’re going to have a say in
this.” Usually, the local government
has dictated to local businesses, but
in the case of a SID, “this is govern-
ment taking a step back.”

She believes the government might
have adopting a wait-and-see ap-
proach and, if the SID is actually
formed, then they will become more
involved.

Mrs. Malool, who spearheaded the
formation of the steering committee
and the securing of state grants to
fund the hiring of Seth Grossman, a
consultant who has been assisting
the committee, pronounced herself
happy with the way the process has
moved forward.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SURROUND AND DROWNED...Parker Green House in Scotch Plains had a
fast moving fire burn down one of their storage facilities on Friday December
12. Scotch Plains Fire Department arrived in quick response to a very intense
fire engulfing the storage building. Westfield Fire Department, Plainfield Fire
Department, and Union County Hazmat where called in for mutual aid. Scotch
Plains Fire Department was very successful in keeping the fire from igniting
nearby trees and another building, even with the winds pushing the fire and hot
smoke towards the tress and other building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Contract
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Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung
Reflects on Service to Public

request for a $500,000 grant to work
on storm water sewer improvements,
and ended up receiving a $400,000
grant. Westfield Road was improved
this year, with part of the street being
cut down to improve drainage.

A contract will be awarded in the
coming months to an engineer that
will design improvements for the
north side of the borough.

Another new service that the Jung
Administration brought to Fanwood
is the replacement of sidewalks that
have been damaged by borough trees.

Previously, homeowners were re-
sponsible for repairing the damage
themselves. Originally conceived by
Council President Joel Whitaker, the
program began in 2001, and approxi-
mately $30,000 per year of capital
expenses is budgeted for the effort. A
survey is done every year of side-
walks in the area, and necessary re-
pairs are made at borough expense.

With regard to the downtown re-
vitalization plan established by his
administration, Mayor Jung feels
he fulfilled his 1999 campaign prom-
ise to make his top priority looking
at all possibilities and potential for
improving the downtown area.

“For at least 30 years, council
people and mayors of both parties
have talked about downtown rede-
velopment, about improving the
downtown, but beyond cosmetic
things, such as awnings and benches,
not much was ever done,” he stated.

“We said in our campaign that we
cannot afford to not do anything.
The status quo is not acceptable.
My hope is that the new administra-
tion will go ahead and do some-
thing. We can’t do nothing,” he said.

Mayor Jung’s future plans include
working as a civil engineering con-
sultant, and in government and pub-
lic affairs.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

Business Will Continue
At Parker Greenhouses

SCOTCH PLAINS — Though
Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center, Scotch Plains, endured a minor
fire and a major snowstorm over the
weekend of December 12 through 14,
the business re-opened almost immedi-
ately, and it is business as usual to ac-
commodate holiday shoppers.

“It’s been business as usual,” said
Steve Parker, owner of the 14-acre gar-
den center. “In a sense, we were fortu-
nate because the fire occurred in one of
our equipment storage buildings located
several acres away from the greenhouses
and retail center. The Scotch Plains Fire
Department responded, and that was the
end of it,” he said.

The untimely events only temporarily
affected customer traffic at the center, but
it did not dampen the holiday spirit of the
staff.

“Because of the snowstorm, some
people couldn’t get here for the portrait
sessions with our photographer,” Mr.
Parker explained. “So, he’ll be back for
the weekend of December 20 and 21,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.”

Photographs will be available to cus-
tomers in 4” x 6” proofs, 8” x 10” prints
or digital CD’s. Parker is offering special
prices on photos taken in the-cheerfully
decorated greenhouses.

In addition, the center offers thou-
sands of Poinsettias, plenty of premium
live and cut trees, holiday greens, gifts,
light displays, centerpieces, custom
wreaths and garlands.

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden
Center is located at 1325 Terrill Road, in
Scotch Plains. Holiday hours are Mon-
day through Wednesday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-5555 and
press 5 for directions and 6 for special
events.

time costs. Mr. Atkins noted that
snowfall totals for the entire calen-
dar year were greater than any year
in decades.

The council will hold a special
public hearing next Wednesday
morning on two ordinances relating
to the planned Broadway develop-
ment that was approved earlier this
year by the Township Planning Board.

One ordinance vacates several
streets in the neighborhood of the
development “Broadway, Waverly
Place, Liberty Street and Rolling
Peaks Way” while the other involves
the sale of a substandard township-
owned lot to a private citizen.

With formal business winding up
for the year, 2003 will mark the first
calendar year since 1998 that the
same five members of the council
served for the full year. Between
January 1999 and December 2002,
there were changes during each of
those years to the make-up of the
council due to deaths, resignations
and mid-year appointments to fill
vacancies.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
CUTTING AT CUTS...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, right, presided over
the ribbon cutting last Saturday at the grand opening of Cuts for Men on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Owners, Dick (second from right) and Susan (left)
Saunders are pictured with their family. Cuts offers training workout for men.

Cocaine Ring Busted
In Garwood Borough

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, 90
detectives and SWAT team mem-
bers from federal, county and mu-
nicipal law enforcement agencies
finished three weeks worth of
sweeps, taking in 23 guns and 16
kilograms of drugs — the largest
seizure of drugs in a single opera-
tion.

The suspected leader of the op-
eration, John Sosa, 32, of Elizabeth,
was arrested while lying in his hos-
pital bed at University Hospital in
Newark, where he was recuperating
from a broken leg suffered from a
fall off a ladder. He was charged
with being the leader of a drug traf-
ficking network.

His mother, Angelica Ruiz, 57,
was arrested at her Third Avenue
home with $25,000 in cash, and
charged with conspiracy to distrib-
ute controlled dangerous substances.

Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
said the man suspected of being
Sosa’s primary cocaine supplier,
David Hill, 31, of Willow Avenue in
Garwood, was taken into custody
during three days of intense opera-
tions during the week of Thanksgiv-
ing.

Detectives from Elizabeth and the
county’s Narcotic Strike Force ar-
rested Hill, who also goes by the
names Dexter Brewley and Kenneth
Jacobs, and his live-in girlfriend,

Charise Weldon, 37, inside a home
in a residential neighborhood.

There, they also found 23 guns
and 16 kilograms of high purity
cocaine worth $400,000 wholesale,
or up to $3 million when cut for
street sale; eight kilograms of cut-
ting agents commonly used to re-
package drugs, and 30 grams of
heroin.

“When a federal Drug Enforce-
ment Agency official tells me that
Union County is becoming a ‘hub’
of drug activity here in New Jersey,
I’m obliged to disclose the magni-
tude of an operation like this to the
public,” said Mr. Romankow.

He used a small display of heroin
and cocaine packaging, as well as
samples showing the kind of weap-
ons the drug supply suspects had in
their possession, to warn the public
about the dangers posed by high
level drug trafficking.

“You’re talking about 2,000 vials
per kilogram and up depending on
how it’s cut down, and at $10 to $20
each hit, that’s enough to supply
160,000 hits of cocaine per week,”
he said. “And, sadly, we are finding
suppliers with guns in a residential
neighborhood near you.”

Arsenic and Old Lace
Performed at UCHS;
Pippin Set for Spring

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Union Catholic High School
Performing Arts Company in
Scotch Plains recently presented
Arsenic and Old Lace as its fall
production.

The cast of characters in-
cluded Joe Torella as Mortimer
Brewster, Liz Morasso as Abby,
Christine Bowman as Martha,
Vinny Napolitano as Teddy and
Joe Palinsky as Jonathan.

Playing in supporting roles
were Eddie Hernandez, Charles
Defendorf, Kazimierz Filus,
Dennis Frazier, Alexandra
Johnson, Eddie Kuspiel, Chris
Noble, Danny Palinsky and John
Rotondo.

Cheri and Rob Addison spear-
headed the technical crew which
recreated the 1940s quaint Vic-
torian home in Brooklyn.

Arsenic and Old Lace is
UCHS’s second fall production,
following last year’s Barefoot in
the Park. The musical Pippin
will be presented in the spring of
2004.
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TOWN & COUNTRY brings you the Best of the Best 2003! A collection of the years most sought after, highest quality and best 

selling products. In a constant effort to bring you the ultimate shopping experience, TOWN & COUNTRY has delivered to

you the most complete Holiday Shopping & Gift Giving Guide available...

Best of the Best 2003

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Your Resource for Exceptional Living
908-232-8700

Best of the Best
Olive Oils & Vinegars
Long Meadow Ranch 
Prato Lu Olive Oil Napa Valley California $59.99
“Wonderfully fresh, with green grass, green apple, and citrus.”

Capezzana Olive Oil Imported from Italy $21.99 
“A fruity, full-bodied olive oil prized for its distinctive character.  ”

Gegenbauer Bouvier Balsamic Vinegar 5 Yr $29.99 
“Like fine wine, only the finest fruits are used to create this masterpiece.”

Ventri Baldini Gold Label Balsamic Vinegar $159.99 
“Rare 150 year old oak aged vinegar. A unique condiment.”

Best of the Best
Wine Accessories
Legacy Bottle Stoppers $18.99 
“Perserve your wine with these stylish bottle stoppers.”

Screwpull Lever Model Wine Opener $99.99 
“Effortless. A swing of the handle lifts the cork in seconds.”

Tiger Corkscrews $17.99 
“This beautiful handmade corkscrew rivals many higher priced models.”

Built NY BYO Bags Two Bottle Wine Totes $16.99 
“A great way to bring wine to your favorite BYO.”

Joseph Grace Canard Decanter $56.99 
“A beautiful handmade traditional Burgundy decanter”

Best of the Best
Housewares
Sabre Porcelain Cheese Planes $16.99 
“Achieve the perfectly sliced piece of cheese with this beautiful plane.”

JK Adams Maple Board and Dipping Bowl $19.99 
“Perfect for serving bread and olive oli or cheese and fresh fruit.”

Hand Painted Portugese Ceramics $9.99-$55.99 
“Lovely ceramic pieces each uniquely painted by hand.”

Counter Art Trays; Hardwood and Glass $39.99 
“Beautiful painted glass counter protectors”

Western Olive Placemats and Napkins $8.99-$7.99 
“Set your table in style with a pattern of soft green olive branches.”

Harvest Sommelier Coaster Set $11.99 
“The perfect coaster to set the right mood for that special evening.”

Best of the Best
Chef’s Essentials

Bittersweet Herb Farm Wasabi Hot sauce $6.99 
“A tasty hot wasabi sauce, perfect for dipping, soups and marinades.”

Earth and Vine  Peach Chipolte Jam $7.99 
“Sweet and Spicy. A perfect glaze on grilled chicken or baked ham.”

Granja San Francisco Honey $6.99 
“The #1 selling honey in Spain. Delicious grade A, amber, all-natural honey.”

Tulocay Napa Valley Rubs $5.99 
“Spice up your beef, poultry or fish with these tasty rubs from Napa Valley.”

Fiddes Payne Sugar Mills $5.99 
“Made from pure crystallized Thai cane sugar. Aomatic and delicious.”

Victoria Pepper Mill Mix $9.99 
“A balanced blend of four different peppercorns.”

Best of the Best
Artisan Cheese
Pecorino Aged in Walnut Leaves $21.99lb

“A hard aged Italian sheep's milk cheese wrapped in walnut leaves.”

Umbriaco Rosso $17.99lb

“Umbriaco means 'drunken'. The name is derived from curing cheese in wine.”

Colston Bassett Stilton $14.49lb

“A world renowned cow's milk aged blue cheese. A truly beautiful cheese.”

Westcombe Cheddar $15.49lb

“A traditional farmstead cheddar from Somerset County, England.”

Montgomery Cheddar $16.49lb

“This delicious cheese makes a statement when added to your cheeseboard.”

Cypress Grove Humboldt Fog $18.49lb

“Superior quality and texture. Cheese making without compromise.”

Redwood Crottin $6.99lb

“Sweet smell of hay and barnyard. Smooth and balanced, with a creamy finish.”

Redwood Hills Farm Camelia $8.99lb

“A mold-ripened goat's cheese, that is rich and creamy, with tangy citrus notes.”

Redwood Hills Farm Bucheret $9.99lb

“A rich, intense, aged goat cheese from Sonoma County, California.”

Best of the Best
Gift Ideas
JK Adams Slate Cheese Board $26.99 
“Slate quarried from the mountains of Vermont. Each piece is unique.”

Mark Paul Drake 2 Bottle Leather Wine Tote $189.99 
“A beautiful wine tote made from high quality saddle leather.”

Julia Junkin Tuscany Oil and Vinegar Set $59.99 
“Julia Junkin, a Napa Valley artist, recognized for handpainted ceramics.”

Climbing Tendril Wine Rack $23.99 
“Made of wrought iron, these intertwining tendrils hold six bottles.”

Boston Warehouse Snowman Plates $19.99 
“Boston Warehouse has transformed the practical into creative entertaining”

Best of the Best
Champagne
Krug Grand Cuvee N/V 750ml $149.99 
“Glorious. A monumental Champagne of incredible dimension and proportion.”

Mumm's De Cramant N/V 750ml $69.99 
“A rare, precious cuvee made in the purest Champagne tradition since 1882.”

Duval Leroy Cuvee Paris N/V 750ml $35.99 
“Virtually unknown in the U.S., Leroy produces a Cuvee of exceptional quality.”

Pierre Gimonnet Fleurons Brut 1er Cru 1996 750ml $47.99 
“The Gimonnet family has been producing fine Champagne since 1750.”

Drappier Rose Brut N/V N/V 750ml $39.99 
“One of the three remaining houses to use red-skin contact to make rose.”

Schramsberg J Schram 1996 750ml $87.99 
“A carefully selected blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.  Excellent.”

Best of the Best
South Africa
Fairview Shiraz Solitude 2001 750ml $33.99 
“Dark ruby red, with Pepper, ripe black fruit and  mint.”

Rust En Vrede Estate Red 1999 750ml $39.99 
“Packed with currant, cocoa and mineral flavors, followed by fine ripe tannins.”

Kanonkop Pinotage 2000 750ml $30.99 
“Very deep, dense and highly-concentrated black fruit aromas and flavors.”

Mulderbosch Sauvignon Blanc 2003 750ml $21.99 
“Perfectly fresh, bright and inviting... a wonderful wine!”

Best of the Best
Australia
Henry's Drive Shiraz 2001 750ml $33.99 
“Reveals a concentrated full-bodied personality with blackeberry and cassis fruit.”

Shirvington Cabernet Sauvignon 2001 750ml $49.99 
“Inky blue/black color with a perfume of licorice, cassis, minerals and vanilla.”

Penfolds Grange 1996 750ml SALE$199.99 
“Full-bodied with tremendous intensity, moderate tannin, and a 40-second finish.”

Best of the Best
Wine Values
Armador Miapo Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 2001 750ml $9.99 
“Nicely made Cabernet Sauvignon, at an affordable price.”

Paringa Shiraz 2002 750ml    SALE $7.99 
“Possesses loads of character. A substantial effort from a strong vintage.”

Fairview Goats Do Roam 2002 750ml $9.99 
“An easy drinking Rhone styled red that offers nice complexity.”

Monte Antico Rosso 2000 750ml $11.99 
“A food-friendly ready to drink red, with classic Tuscan seductiveness.”

Castello di Selvole Sangiovese 2001 750ml $15.99 
“Full-bodied, with fantastic aromas of spice, ripe fruit and hints of wood.”

Nigl Gruner Veltliner 2002 750ml $15.99 
“Floral white, delicate and graceful, with a slim yet medium-bodied frame.”

Chateau de Pizay Morgon 2001 750ml $12.99 
“Remarkably fresh and vibrant under layers of tree bark, chocolate and earth.”

Capestrano Montepulciano D'Abruzzo 2001 750ml $10.99 
“Deep ruby color with aromas of strawberry and violet reflections.”

Borsao Campo de Borja Selection 2000 750ml $11.99 
“Garnacha, Tempranillo and Cabernet Sauvignon from older vines.”

Meredith Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon 2000 750ml   SALE $12.99 
“Bursting with ripe concentrated notes of currant, cherries, sweet oak.”

Shop Westfield for the Holiday’s
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Best of the Best
American Wines
Chappellet Pritchard Hill Cabernet Sauvignon 1999 750ml   SALE $79.99 
“Very well-focused, intense and concentrated, with firm, tight tannins.”

Meredith Vineyards Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc 2001 750ml   SALE $12.99 
“A delicious lively Sauvignon Blanc made from 100% Napa Valley fruit.”

A To Z Pinot Noir Williamette Valley 2002 750ml $19.99 
“Fine texture, with firm tannins and a pretty core of cherry, currant and spice flavors.”

Bearboat Pinot Noir Russian River 2001 750ml $21.99 
“Dark ruby color, with flavors of raspberries, cherries and chocolate.”

Justin Cabernet Sauvignon Paso Robles 2001 750ml $23.99 
“Long hang time has given this tasty Cab a deep color, and silky smooth tannins.”

Miner Merlot Stage Coach Vineyard 2000 750ml $39.99 
“Deep, rich earth and tobacco notes...sweet blackberry, currant and cocoa.”

Columbia Crest Syrah Reserve 2000 750ml $29.99 
“Plump and generous, with dark colored and amazingly supple fruit.”

Chappellet Chardonnay Napa Valley 2001 750ml $19.99 
“Firm and rich, with layers of apple, fig and honeydew shaded by toasty oak.”

Caymus Conundrum 2001 750ml  SALE $21.99 
“This blend of Viognier and of other white grapes is complex, silky, and balanced.”

Merryvale Profile 1999 750ml $99.99 
“Excellent balance and depth, with mocha-laced oak, wrapped around ripe fruit.”

Best of the Best
Argentina
Yacochuya 2000 750ml $69.99 
“An opaque purple color, with a sensational bouquet of licorice and blackberry jam.”

Crios Cabernet Sauvignon 2002 750ml $15.99 
“Big wine, with dense currant, cassis, mineral and meat notes...”

Catena Malbec 2001 750ml $22.99 
“Silky smooth with complex flavors and textures of sweet currant and oak.”

Crios Torrontes 2002 750ml $17.99 
“Flavors of chocolate and plum that finish with hints of tobacco and smoke.”

Best of the Best
Chile
Antiyal Maipo Valley Red 2001 750ml $46.99 
“Lovely, with stunning notes of cedar, mineral, violets, currant and raspberry.”

Santa Rita Cabernet Sauvignon Casa Real 1999 750ml $55.99 
“Dark berry and cocoa aromas, followed by currant, smoke and mineral notes.”

Penalolen Cabernet Sauvignon 1999 750ml $18.99 
“Estate grown and bottled with fruit harvested from the winery's own vineyards.”

Veramonte Primus 2001 750ml   SALE $14.99 
“Lovely, ripe black cherry, currant and plum fruit with toast and mineral notes. ”

Best of the Best
New Zealand
Shepherds Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 2002 750ml $16.99 
“Bright and zingy. A marvelously fresh mouthful of passion fruit, citrus and pear.”

Tohu Pinot Noir Reserve 2002 750ml $25.99 
“...snappy and defined, with young cherry, cranberry and herbal notes.”

Villa Maria Private Bin Sauvignon Blanc 2002 750ml $13.99 
“...a joyful Sauvignon Blanc, bursting with tropical fruit and lime flavors.”

Babich Winemakers Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 2002 750ml $18.99 
“Consistent, clean and bursting with bright apple acidity. Lovely!”

Best of the Best
Spain
Clos Mogador Priorat 2000 750ml $64.99 
“Opaque, full-bodied and dense with notes of black fruits and flowers.”

Mauro Tudela Del Duero 1999 750ml $34.99 
“Possesses abundant blue and blackberry fruit, graphite, smoke, earth, and wood.”

Bodegas Aldial Naia Rueda White 2002 750ml $10.99 
“From Spain's exciting Reuda region, this blend of verdejo and viura is a real gem.”

Pazo De Senorans Albarino 2002 750ml $23.99 
“An outstanding effort, with  knock-out aromatics reminiscent of Condrieu.”

Baron De Ona Rioja Reserva 1997 750ml $25.99 
“An exceptional Rioja. Reveals a cedar, plum, currant, and leather character.”

Marti Fabra  Carreras Masia Carreras 1999 750ml $29.99 
“A fabulous discovery and a dead ringer for a Chateauneuf du Pape.”

Best of the Best
France
Guigal Chateauneuf Du Pape 2001 750ml $39.99 
“A mouthful of Chateauneuf character that swirls around to a long, sweet finish.”

Chateau Haut Gravet St Emillion Grand Cru 2000 750ml   SALE $22.99 
“Full-bodied, opulent, and concentrated, with superb purity and melted tannin.”

Chateau Peby Faugeres St Emillion Grand Cru 2000 750ml $159.99 
“Displays a blackcurrant, bouquet leading to a rich, full-bodied palate.”

Chateau De Beaucastel Chateauneuf Du Pape 1999 750ml   SALE $51.99 
“This is a full-bodied, concentrated, classic Beaucastel.”

Vincent Girardin Corton Charlemagne 2001 750ml $73.99 
“Solidly structured, with a steely, aromatic nose of apple, nutmeg and vanillin oak.”

Domaine Louis Carillon Puligny Montrachet Les Combettes 2001 750ml $69.99 
“Racy and well-made, with flavors of grapefruit, herbs, and green apples.”

Best of the Best
Italy
La Cadalora Pinot Grigio "Gazzi" 2000 750ml   SALE $17.99 
“Concentrated peach and pears notes, followed by a crisp and minerally palate.”

Ferrara Irpina Aglianico 2002 750ml $15.99 
“Dark, rich and well defined, with gripping spice and earth. An Italian gem.”

Boschis Dolcetto Di Dogliani 2002 750ml $18.99 
“Concentrated and plush with pure fruit, balanced by a fine tannic structure.”

Moccagatta Baberesco Basarin 1998 750ml $59.99 
“Full-bodied, with layers of silky, ripe tannins and a long, fruity almost jammy finish.”

Tenuta Friggiali Brunello Di Montalcino Riserva 1997 750ml $79.99 
“Muscular and full-bodied, with intensely powerful tannins and fresh acidity.”

Azelia Barolo San Rocco 1998 750ml $69.99 
“Dark garnet color, followed by herbs, smoke, tar, black cherry liqueur and cedar.”

Nicolis Amarone Ambrosan 1997 750ml $35.99 
“...a distinct style, with dried red fruit, juicy pomegranate, mineral and cocoa powder.”

Cavalotto Nebbiolo Langhe 2000 750ml $22.99
“Richly structured, with emphasis on elegance and longevity.”

Best of the Best
Dessert Wines
Taylor-Fladgate  Vintage Port 2000 750ml $99.99 
“Among the most saturated blue/purple/black-colored examples of the vintage.”

Cockburns 20 Year Tawny Port N/V 750ml $52.99 
“Wonderful aromas of butterscotch, toffee and honey, with just a hint of fruit.”

Fonseca Vintage Port 1.5 Liter 1997 1.5 L SALE $149.99 
“Undeniably charming. Offers a floral, exotic, flamboyant, sweet, fleshy style.”

Covey Run Riesling Ice Wine 2001 750ml $26.99 
“Rich and concentrated, weaving apricot, nectarine and citrus on a polished frame.”

Hopler Noble Reserve 1981 750ml $34.99 
“Dark reddish gold, with rich tecture, medium body and balanced acidity.”

Cru D'Arche-Pugneau Sauternes Trie Exceptionelle 1997 750ml $39.99 
“Exceptionally well made. Clearly competes with the top Sauternes.”

Best of the Best
Luxury Spirits
Ultimat Vodka 750ml $55.99 
“The first luxury vodka in the world to be blended from rye, wheat and potato.”

Hangar 1 Vodka  All Types 750ml $35.99 
“Made in small batches with real fruit infused into the vodka. Fresh and pure.”

Milagro Romance Tequila 1 L $119.99 
“A unique bottle. Containing both Blue Agave Anejo and Reposado Tequilas.”

Corazon Reposado Tequila 750ml $45.99 
“Corazon Reposado Tequila has been aged in oak casks for up to one year.”

Balvenie 21 Year Old Single Malt aged in Port Casks 750ml $69.99 
“Perfumed and fruity, with a nutty dryness and a very complex creamy, toffee finish.”

Chateau de Briat Hors D'Age Armagnac 750ml $89.99 
“Supple and elegant, with notes of licorice, chocolate, toffee and oak.”

Hours:

Monday ~ Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday ~ Saturday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sunday ~ 12 noon to 7 p.m.

Special Holiday Hours:

Chrismas Eve ~ 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Chrismas Day ~ 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

New Years Eve ~ 9 a.m. to 7  p.m.

Place Your Order by Phone Today!

908-232-8700

Best of the Best 2003

Shop Westfield for the Holiday’s

Best of the Best 2003 #1 Gift Idea
Give the gift that gives all year long!

TOWN & COUNTRY WINE of the MONTH CLUB
Just give us a call and we’ll do the rest! 908-232-8700 ~ or ~

Sign up today at WWW.TOWNANDCOUNTRYWINE.COM
Gold Club:

Wines perfect to drink now.

2 bottle 35.00 per mo.

4 bottle 65.00 per mo.

(A variety of red and white wines each month) 

Platinum Club:
Wines perfect to drink now or to cellar

2 bottle 50.00 per mo.

4 bottle 95.00 per mo.

(A variety of red and white wines each month)

Diamond Club:
Wines highly rated and collectable.

2 bottle 80.00 per mo.

4 bottle 155.00 per mo.
(A variety of red and white wines each month)
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ogdoastich – A poem of eight lines
2. Braize – Charcoal powder or coal

dust
3. Mesorhine – Having a nose of me-

dium width
4. Azymic – Pertaining to unleavened

bread

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

GARROTE
1. To stumble or stagger
2. To strangle
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To strap with a saddle

RIPARIOUS
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Marine or sea-dwelling
3. Growing or living along the banks

of a stream
4. Gritty; sandy

CYMOPHANOUS
1. Having a wavy, floating light
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Twining about; twisting
4. Round or oval in form

RHAPONTIC
1. Strong; racy
2. Whirling; spinning
3. Rhubarb
4. An eyepatch

Taxpayer Demands WF
B-Ball Opportunities
And Budget Be Met

I was disheartened to learn that
Westfield High School’s boy’s varsity
basketball coach decided to fill 24 var-
sity and junior varsity positions with
only 18 young men. I was further dis-
mayed to learn that the athletic director
approved of the decision.

If the program is budgeted for 24
young men, and the coaches are being
paid to coach, instruct and mentor 24
young men then I, as a Westfield tax-
payer, demand that 24 young men be
given the opportunity to play.

The Board of Education would be
sorely remiss if they did not immedi-
ately correct this malfeasance. The En-
glish department would never choose to,
nor be allowed to, ignore 25 percent of
the students they were charged with
teaching. By the way, reduce the coaches’
salaries by 25 percent. It is called a quid
pro quo.

Jeffrey Scheininger
Westfield

Senior Housing Director Responds
To ‘Who Stole Christmas’ Editorial

In response to the editorial published
in the Thursday, December 11 edition of
The Westfield Leader, “Who Stole Christ-
mas,” I would like to take this opportu-
nity to clarify the position of Westfield
Senior Citizen Housing regarding holi-
day decorations.

Westfield Senior Citizen Housing is a
federally funded Section 8 building and
is subject to the Fair Housing Laws
which dictate that landlords are required
to not discriminate based upon race,
color, religion, creed, national origin,
sex, age, handicap, membership in a
class such as unmarried mothers or re-
cipients of public assistance, or because
there are children in the family. There-
fore, as owners and managers of our
buildings, we are barred from doing
anything that can be interpreted as dis-
crimination on the basis of religion.

There are many faiths and denomina-
tions in our buildings, and to ensure that
all residents feel a part of our commu-

nity, the decision was made to adopt a
more secular theme for the season in all
public areas. With the support and assis-
tance of many of our residents, the lob-
bies and common areas have been beau-
tifully decorated using a winter wonder-
land theme. Of course, residents are free
to decorate their apartments and their
doors with any decoration they choose.
Both buildings house holiday parties
and holiday sing-a-longs.

This season, we have had visits from
the Garwood and Westfield Scouts and
the Westfield Chansonettes to entertain
us with seasonal music. Our philosophy
is and always has been to foster a support-
ive and inclusive environment for all.

We invite the staff of The Westfield
Leader and members of the community
to come and see our decorations and to
observe the multitude of seasonal events
that we offer our residents.

Ruth Smith, Exec. Dir.
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing

Westfield BRAKES Group Pleads For
Driver Alertness and Pedestrian Care
Two pedestrian fatalities in one week!

Two families who should be preparing
to celebrate the holidays are now in
mourning instead. Both accidents oc-
curred during the evening rush hour,
when our streets are very crowded with
cars and pedestrians alike. Both women
were crossing North Avenue from their
place of employment to a parking lot
across the street.

Drivers, please be especially alert at
this time of day, even in places where
you don’t expect to see pedestrians. Re-
search has shown that in the tragic event
that you hit a pedestrian, they have an 85
percent chance of surviving if you are
traveling at 25 mph or lower. Your speed
truly determines death vs. injury.

Pedestrians, be aware that you are
responsible for your own safety when
you cross the streets, especially at night.
Cross at the intersections and cross-
walks, but remember that doing so

doesn’t guarantee that the vehicles can
see you or will stop for you.

Recently, there has been some grum-
bling about the traffic calming devices
(speed humps) that the town has in-
stalled on South Chestnut, Benson Place,
and Gallows Hill. They were installed in
response to residents’ complaints about
chronic speeding, which were verified
by traffic monitoring.

The purpose of these humps is to slow
traffic, because too many drivers are
exceeding the speed limit, with occa-
sionally tragic results. If you don’t like
traffic calming devices because they
force you to slow down, then slow your-
self down, and we won’t need them!

Your need for speed is not as impor-
tant as someone else’s right to life.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

BRAKES Group of Westfield

Snowed Under, Westfield Commuter
Heads To Rahway Train Station

This has been a very telling week for the
residents of Westfield who discovered
that, while the snowstorm blanketed our
lawns, it laid bare some very real issues in
town services.  Though nothing more than
a coincidence, those of us who glided their
cars across insufficiently plowed streets
on their way to town were greeted with
increased parking meter rates; for com-
muters like me, it was a pretty slippery
double whammy.

The snow that began falling in my neigh-
borhood near Tamaques Park on Friday
afternoon was finally plowed on Saturday
evening.  When the plows were finished,
there remained a healthy half-inch of snow
which by Sunday morning had formed into
a sheet of skate-worthy ice.

This condition was complicated by
the fact that in glazing our neighbor-
hood, the plows had to leave sufficient
margins from the curb to compensate
for the fact that the town had yet to come
and pick up the leaves which had
achieved curbside compost status (save
for those homesick leaves that had opted
to blow back onto my lawn).  The only
conceivable explanations for the quality
of the plowing in our neighborhood
would be a desire to avoid damaging the
streets and/or the forecasted warmer
weather; still, getting within a quarter
inch of the street with the plows would
have been a large improvement, espe-
cially if coupled with sand or salt.

Gambling with weather reports is still
gambling and doesn’t ameliorate the
four days of ice on our street.  However,
since prognosticating about weather pat-
terns is apparently fair game, then risk
of an early December snow storm is a
foreseeable one. The town needs to keep
that in mind next year when scheduling
leaf pickup. 

As for the new parking meter rates (a
more general municipal issue than the
performance of the public works depart-
ment), the purported logic behind this
decision is astonishing. As a resident
foreclosed from receiving a parking per-
mit for the indefinite future (pending the
construction of the controversial park-
ing megaplex), I am forced to use the
meters near the train station.

Every day, I dutifully pump 12 quar-
ters into the meter and purchase 12 hours
of parking.  Today, I arrived at my usual
spot to find that the meters had been
replaced by a mechanized system into
which I dutifully pumped in 12 quarters
and received six hours of parking.

The 100 percent increase in cost was
explained to me by a Captain at the Park-
ing Services Department as a means of
establishing parity of cost among all the
different lots in Westfield — some of
which gave you two hours for a quarter

while others only gave you fifteen min-
utes.

And yet somehow, it’s now an oddity
that some lots are used almost exclu-
sively by commuters (the need for long
term metered parking across from the
Trinity School being, I hope, obvious)
while others are used for downtown shop-
pers.  Commuters, especially those in
“parking permit limbo,” deserve a cost
break for long term parking. So the lots
close to the train station, or otherwise
historically used by commuters, should
have either lower rates or employ meters
(like in Rahway) that require a minimum
of 8 quarters.

Or, I guess the town could reprogram
the expensive looking goofy machine
(which until it becomes fully functional
will require the dutiful pumping of 20
quarters) at the end of Watterson Street
to reflect the fact that commuters are
different than shoppers.

Apologies go to the local merchants
who benefited from my purchases on my
way home from work. Now, I’ll be com-
muting from Rahway.

 

Andrew M. Lankler
Westfield

Westfield Volunteer Squad Pleads to
Pedestrians and Drivers for Safety

Last week, two women in Westfield
were struck by cars while attempting to
cross the street to get to their own ve-
hicles. Both of these accidents occurred
after dark, around 5:30 p.m. Tragically,
both of these accidents were fatal. Our
most heart-felt condolences go out to the
families of these two victims.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad would like to offer the following
safety advice to all of our Westfield
residents, drivers and pedestrians alike:

Wear bright clothing. If your outer
clothing is dark, purchase reflective
armbands or a reflective vest, similar to
the ones worn by joggers and available
at most sporting goods stores. If you do
wear dark clothing, keep in mind that
drivers may not be able to see you when
it is dark.

Use the crosswalks. They are better lit
and most drivers tend to become more
alert as they are approaching an intersec-
tion.

Do not cross the street half way, wait-
ing for oncoming traffic to pass before

continuing. Wait until the traffic is clear
and then cross the entire street. Walk
quickly but do not run.

Do not let strollers creep out in front
of you into the street while you wait
safely on the sidewalk for the light to
change or traffic to clear.

Drivers, before making a turn, espe-
cially right hand turns, check twice for
pedestrians crossing before you make
the turn.  And pedestrians, before cross-
ing, see if you can make eye contact or
receive an acknowledging wave from
the driver before you cross.

Drivers, obey the speed limit and do
not drink and drive. Please call a friend
or family member to drive you home if
you think you have had one too many.

Hopefully, our Rescue Squad will
never need to answer another call like
the two that we responded to last week.
Again, our condolences go out to the
families of these victims.

The Members of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROSSING DANGER...Tragedies in Westfield occurred last week when two
women pedestrians were killed on separate occasions in early evening. They
were hit by cars while crossing North Avenue. In broad daylight, North Avenue
is a dangerous crossing as shown above at the train station last Saturday.

Letters to the Editor

Please e-mail your letters to
editor@goleader.com

For the holidays, we will publish
one day earlier the next two weeks.

Missing Christmas Tree
Is Inconsequential
Given World Today

I, too, am a resident of the Senior
Citizen Building. Rather than complain
about the fact that we do not have a
Christmas tree this year, I would like to
say how thankful I am to be living here.

Ruth Smith has done many nice things
for the residents of this building. Many
improvements have been made within
this year that have enhanced this build-
ing. There are many activities in the
building; we have a bus that transports
the residents several times a week for
shopping and many other amenities.
Additionally, our building’s library has
computers with Internet access that the
disgruntled letter from Ms. Schwarz fails
to mention.

Yes, there are those who will miss the
Christmas tree and the Menorah but
these are inconsequential compared to
what is going on in the world today. We
should be thankful for all that we have.

Betty Van Riper
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Internet Reader Calls
NJ Black Bear Kill

Shameful, Appalling
It seems as though man won’t stop

killing wild animals until they are all
gone; i.e. buffalo in Montana that may or
may not have been carrying a disease
that affects cattle, cougars and mountain
lions in California, elephants, rhinos,
condors, wolves, sharks and whales —
now the black bear in New Jersey! The
list goes on and on and on. When will the
killing stop?

How appalling that humans killed 328
black bears in New Jersey. That’s over
10 percent of the high estimate of the
entire black bear population in north-
west New Jersey. All because the bears
were determined to have grown aggres-
sive and threatened public safety.

What if the bears killed 10 percent of
the human population that have grown
aggressive and threatened public safety?
There are over 1,373,100 humans in the
two northwestern counties of Bergen
and Passaic New Jersey.

Shame on you New Jersey.

Nancy Wagner Smith
San Diego, CA

See Pages 8 & 9 For
More Letters

Letters to the Editor

It’s Not Too Late To
Bring Christmas Back

Regarding “Who Stole Christmas”
(The Westfield Leader, December 11),
three cheers to Sasha Schwarz for
having the courage to express her
feelings (and that of many others).

Maybe it’s not too late to bring
Christmas back.

Virginia Guerriero
WF Sr. Citizen Housing Corp.

Building 2

Circumstances Converge, Escalating
Pedestrian and Driving Danger

Last week was a difficult one for the area with three
tragic deaths on our streets. In Scotch Plains, Walter
Lestarchick, Jr. was struck and killed by a tractor-trailer
truck as he was driving his snowplow back to the Park
Middle School maintenance area. Helen Freindt, of
Forked River, was struck and killed by a driver as she was
crossing North Avenue by Lord and Taylor in Westfield,
where she worked. Phyllis Apperman of Mountainside
was struck and killed as she crossed North Avenue on the
eastern side of Westfield.

We feel for them, their families and those who loved
them – dreadful losses.

This time of year is particularly dangerous for drivers
and pedestrians alike. The weather changes and comes
upon us with snow, ice and rain creating treacherous
conditions – those that we forget about during the rest of
the year. It also gets dark early in the day, impairing
vision more than we realize. We also have the holidays
and Christmas shopping.

Rush hour traffic seems to be greater than normal, with
congestion and even some road rage. Could it be that

we’re more in a hurry too? Cell phones seem to be
growing out of more drivers’ ears – this scares us.

These circumstances converge, escalating the danger.
There are numerous distractions. With this, the public
seems to have a low awareness of the state of affairs – then
tragedy occurs.

No matter how many laws are passed, how many speed
bumps are installed, or how many police are at intersec-
tions, unless all of us realize the danger and act accord-
ingly, we’ll have further tragedies. We must remember
too, that out-of-town drivers and pedestrians are passing
through our area. They probably are not aware of the local
situations and potential dangers to themselves or to
others. You can’t assume that they are aware.

As a driver, please be fully aware that pedestrians
might enter the street and that you might not see them. As
a pedestrian, make sure before crossing that conditions
are absolutely safe. You might have the right of way, but
you could be dead wrong.

In this joyous season, have a Happy Hanukkah and
Merry Christmas. Please be safe and care for others.

Can We Find The Spirit of Christmas?
Peace on Earth and Goodwill Toward Men

In applying so called “political
correctness,” have we missed the
point? It seems that we are a kind

people and good intentioned. We
want the best for others; joy, hap-
piness and the warmth of love.

But in the course of the year
with everday duties and competi-
tion, do we ensnarl ourselves with
rules, procedures, budgets and
contests of win or lose? In this
mode and in also wanting to be
well-meaning, do we protect our
view of ourselves with an antisep-
tic protocal called “political cor-
rectness?”

It seems that we might, and it

becomes hard to reverse – escap-
ing this shell for fear of never
being able to return to its safety. If
this is true then, can we ever find
the “Spirit of Christmas?”

We think yes, as each year you
do so. To the many of you that are
outside this shell year-round, well
done. To those of you inside, try to
step outside – just for now, just for
the holidays.

To everyone – Merry Christmas
and a hope for peace on earth and
goodwill toward men.
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PRESIDENTIAL PE N
has opened its doors 

in Westfield!

Your source for unique 
writing instruments, 

leather goods, desktop
accessories, and more.

Please CCall  OOn UUs DDuring 
Our EExtended HHoliday HHours:

Monday — Saturday 
10:00 aa.m. tto 88:00 pp.m.

Sunday
12:00 pp.m. tto 55:00 pp.m.

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Waterman • Parker • Cross • Mont Blanc

Aurora • Rotring • Bosca
Virginia Metalcrafters

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Phone: 908-317-9600

Official
North PPole

Letter
Outpost

Stop by

PRESIDENTIAL PEN

December 20-21

with your child 

to write a letter

to Santa Claus 

and enjoy a cup

of hot chocolate.  

Every letter writer

will receive a

personal reply

from Santa

delivered directly

to your home.

NO W THROUGH DECEMBER 2 2

Use yyour nnew ppen iin sstyle! Free ppackage
of nnotecards wwith eevery ppurchase.

P
R
E

SI
DENTIA

L

PE N
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Miss Collette DeAngelis
Weds Edward Pretre, Jr.

MR. AND MRS. EDWARD W. PRETRE, JR.
(She is the former Miss Collette DeAngelis)

Miss Collette Marie DeAngelis,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. An-
thony DeAngelis of Bloomington,
Ill., was married on Saturday, July
19, to Edward Walter Pretre, Jr. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Pretre of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at the Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Bloomington. An inter-
mezzo was held at the DeAngelis’
Holiday Inn Express in Normal, Ill.,
followed by a cocktail hour and
reception at the Radisson Hotel in
Bloomington.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride had her sisters, Miss Alyssa
DeAngelis and Miss Christina
DeAngelis, both of Bloomington, Ill.,
as her maids of honor. Serving as
bridesmaids were Miss Leslie
Korenich of Pittsburgh, Pa., Miss
Vanessa Rackauskas of Bloomington,
Ill., Miss Liza Fornaciarri of Wash-
ington, D.C. and Miss Caroline Pretre
of Westfield, the sister of the bride-
groom.

Brian Putzer of Greensboro, N.C.
was the best man. The ushers in-
cluded Nathan Queen of Washing-
ton, D.C. and Brian Mullaney of
Hamilton, along with William
Diemer of Elizabeth and Michael
Gaines of Kenilworth, cousins of
the bridegroom, and Anthony
DeAngelis, Jr. of Bloomington, Ill.,

the brother of the bride.
Andrew Karstrand was the ring

bearer. The flower girls were
Samantha and Genevieve Sullivan,
Maggie and Molly McGhie, Kiera
Hurley, Marissa Boyle, Katy Hickey
and Alicia Gaines. They are the
nephew and nieces of the bride and
the bridegroom.

The bride is a graduate of the
University of Dayton, where she
received a bachelor’s degree in com-
munications/education in 2002. She
is presently pursuing a master’s de-
gree in education at Rider College
while working as a first grade teacher
at St. Michael’s Elementary School
in Cranford.

Additionally, she is a Lieutenant
for the Surf City Beach Patrol on
Long Beach Island.

A 1992 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bridegroom earned a
bachelor’s degree in child develop-
ment from West Virginia University
and a master’s degree in special
education from New Jersey City
University.

Mr. Pretre is employed as a spe-
cial education teacher for the
Mountainside school system and as
Head Swim Coach for the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA.

Following a wedding trip to New
Zealand and Australia, the couple
resides in Cranford.

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
www.boylehotels.com

Reservations:
800-688-7474 • 908-654-5600

                                        • Free Wireless High Speed
                                          Internet Connection
                                        • Elegant Accommodations
                                        • Special Weekend Rate
                                        • Efficiencies for
                                          Long Term Stays
• Day Meeting Packages In Our Club Room
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant
• Conveniently Located in Lovely Downtown Westfield
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Deluxe Guest Rooms with Pillow Top
                         Mattresses
• Minutes from Garden State Parkway
• Buses & Trains to NYC Within Half A Block
• 14 Miles from Newark Liberty Airport

Haleys Welcome
James Callahan

Kim and Drew Haley of Westfield
have announced the birth of their
son, James Callahan Haley, on Tues-
day, October 28, at 5:09 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

James weighed 7 pounds and 12
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his brother, Brennan, age
9, and two sisters, Emma, 7, and
Elizabeth, 4. James is the 15th grand-
child of his maternal grandparents,
John Aslanian and Barbara Callahan,
both of Westfield.

The baby’s paternal grandparents
are Patricia Haley of Marlboro and
the late James Haley.

George and Eileen Callahan of
Charlotte, N.C. are James’ maternal
great-grandparents.

‘Christmas in Elizabethtown’
Slated Sunday at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 21, the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield will feature “A
Candlelight Christmas in
Elizabethtown” between 2 and 5 p.m.

Visitors will be greeted by el-
egantly dressed volunteers who will
guide them on tours through the
farmhouse, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue.

In 1740, Elizabethtown, the capi-
tal of New Jersey, was a very active
and social seaport city. The mode of
dress and social activities there were
entirely different from those of the
simple attire of the farmers living in

the “west fields of Elizabethtown.”
Refreshments will be served to

visitors in the house and in the Frazee
Building. Additionally, the
museum’s gift shop will be open for
business.

Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six. The
museum will be closed for the holi-
days and will reopen on Sunday,
January 11, with a program on “The
Art of Shoemaking.”

For information on winter activi-
ties or volunteer opportunities at the
museum, please call (908) 232-1776.

Red Cross Chapter Offers
Pet First Aid on Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will offer a Pet First
Aid class on Saturday, December 20,
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Created in conjunction with the
Humane Society of the United States,
this course teaches participants how
to keep their pets safe. It is designed
to help owners act with confidence
during an emergency until their vet-
erinarian can be reached.

Topics range from dressing a
wound to  cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation to preparing for natural disas-
ters. Individuals will also learn how
to monitor an animal’s normal tem-
perature, blood pressure and other
health parameters, and how to help a
choking cat or dog.

Participants will practice these and
other lifesaving skills on animal
mannequins with compressible chests
and stomachs and tubes for breath-
ing into their mouths.

Pre-registration is required and
each participant will receive a Pet
First Aid textbook. The class will be
held at the chapter house, located at

321 Elm Street in Westfield. For
more information or to register, please
call the chapter at (908) 232-7090 or
email johnsonl@crossnet.org.

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

VIE
WING THE WATCHUNG MTS.

O
FF 22   SCOTCH      PLAINS   3

22-7
72

6

FOR
WEDDING DREAMS

Christmas Day Buffet
Shrimp,  Clams,  Oysters,  Chef Carved Turkey

Prime Rib, Ham, Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue   Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

$995
per child

$1995
per adult

to reserve your seat today!

(8 years old & under) (plus tax / gratuity)

Complimentary

Every Sunday  9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Champagne Mimosas
(served Noon till 3:00pm)

Omelet Station, French Toast, Belgian Waffles

Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon Sausage & Ham

Danish, Muffins, Bagels, Fresh Fruit & Desserts

Assorted Cheesecakes, Greek Desserts & More!!

Open Bar: 8:30 - 2:30, Full Course Prime Rib Dinner,

Live D.J.’s In Rooms.  Includes Champagne Toast,

 Hats & Novelties

Select from our huge selection:

Carving Station • Bountiful Salad Bar • Buffet

SNUFF'YS

STEAK HOUSE
KNOWN FOR GENERATIO

NS

2455
per person

$

New Years Eve 2004

6100
per person

$
(plus tax, service & gratuities)

Wireless
authorized dealer



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 18, 2003 Page 7

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Christmas Service Times

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will hold
services designed for all ages on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay, Pas-
tor, will preside and preach at all
services. Music will be presented
under the leadership of Jaye
Newbold, Associate in Ministry.

On Wednesday, December 24, the
church will offer three services, be-
ginning with a young children’s
Christmas Eve service at 4 p.m. This
service will include simple carols,
the reading of the Christmas story
and the placing of the nativity fig-
ures by some of the children. The
Alleluia Choir, made up of four-,
five- and six-year-olds, will sing.

Christmas Eve services of Holy
Communion will be held at 7 and
10:45 p.m. The 7 p.m. Family Ser-
vice of Holy Communion will begin
with a short musical play, “Calling
All Angels,” presented by the
Children’s Choir and the teen choir,
SPIRYT. Soloists will be Kate Vaupel
and Bridget Gautieri of Cranford and
Lauren Huff of Westfield.

Traditional carols will highlight
the liturgy in this service. Music will
be provided by SPIRYT, including
saxophone soloist Daniel Nelson of
Scotch Plains and soprano Katie
Mertens of Cranford.

During the 10:45 p.m. Candlelight
Service of Holy Communion, which
lasts until midnight, the Senior Ring-
ers will present a bell concert of
seasonal music.

Many Christmas carols will be fea-
tured as part of the liturgy. The Senior
Choir will present Healy Willen’s
“Hodie” and John Rutter’s “There Is a
Flower,” with solos by Mellisa Toddings
and Ed Leidt, both of Cranford.

This service also will feature mu-
sic by Calvary Quintet members
Christopher Miller of Roselle Park,
Sean Garnhart of Westfield, Mellisa
Toddings, Peg Bernhardt of Dunellen
and Jeanne Elmuccio of Plainfield.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated on Christ-
mas Day at 10 a.m.

On Sunday, December 28, the
church will offer one worship ser-
vice at 10 a.m., a “Service of Les-
sons, Carols and Cookies.”

  Celebrate Christmas
FESTIVAL OF ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS

Sunday, December 21 at 11:15 A.M.

with The St. Paul’s Choir, Soloists &
members of The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra

works of Archer, Bach, Handel, Nestor & Schubert

CHILDREN’S EUCHARIST & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Wednesday, December 24 at 10:30 P.M.

Carol Sing at 10:15 P.M.

with The St. Paul’s Choir,
Brass Quintet & Percussion

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Thursday, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street - Westfield, New Jersey

(across from Town Hall)
Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

  at St. Paul’s     

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 

7:30 pm Wed., Dec. 24 
Music for Meditation at 7 pm 

childcare provided 

First Baptist Church 
170 Elm St., Westfield  

908-233-2278 
www.fbcwestfield.org 

Celebrate Christmas

with Our Family! 

10:20 am Sun., Dec. 21 
Children’s, Youth and Adult 

Choirs lead worship 

CRAFTS GALORE…Members of Junior Girl Scout Troop 205 from Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains delivered the crafts they had made to the
Crossroads School as part of their holiday community service project. Pictured
with them is the principal of the school, Theresa Ackerman. The Crossroads
School, which is part of the Union County Educational Services Commission,
serves children with autism and autism related disorders.

St. Paul’s Musical Program
To Conclude Advent Season

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Westfield will con-
clude the season of Advent with a
Festival of Advent Lessons and Car-
ols on Sunday, December 21, at 11:15
a.m. The program will begin with a
special prelude at 11 a.m.

In addition to hymns and carols,
the St. Paul’s Parish Choir will sing
excerpts from Bach’s Cantatas 62
and 22, Handel’s Messiah and
Schubert’s Deutsche Messe, accom-
panied by members of the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra.

Celebrations will take place on
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Decem-
ber 24, beginning with a Children’s
Eucharist and Christmas Pageant at
4 p.m. St. Paul’s Primary and Junior
Choirs will sing.

The Christmas Eve Eucharist will
take place at 10:30 p.m., preceded by
a carol sing at 10:15 p.m. This tradi-
tional service will include the St.
Paul’s Parish Choir, joined by brass
quintet and percussion. On Christ-

mas Day, Thursday, December 25,
there will be a 10 a.m. Eucharist with
homily and hymns.

The Reverend Andrew Hamersley,
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, will be
celebrant and preacher at these ser-
vices. The public is invited to attend
all the services. St. Paul’s Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street. For
more information, please call (908)
232-8506, extension no. 10.

First Congregational Plans
Services For Christmas Eve
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield will
hold Christmas Eve services on
Wednesday, December 24, at 5 and
at 10 p.m. in the sanctuary, located at
125 Elmer Street.

At 5 p.m., the Church School will
present its annual Nativity pageant.
Children are invited to wear a shep-
herd or angel costume and join in the
procession.

A traditional candlelight service

of lessons and carols will be held at
10 p.m., with music by Mendelssohn,
Holst, Adam, Handel and Rutter.

All are invited to attend both ser-
vices. The church is equipped with a
wheelchair ramp and an infrared lis-
tening system for the hearing impaired.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. For further information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-2494.

The Parish Community of Saint Helen
Westfield

May the light of this holy season fill
our hearts with love and our world

with peace . . .

Calvary Lutheran Church
��� Eastman St�
Cranford� N�J�
�����	
�����

The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor
Jaye S. Newbold, Associate in Ministry

Give Yourself A Gift This Christmas
That Requires No Shopping�

December ��
4:00 p.m.   Children’s Service of Lessons & Carols
7:00 p.m.   Family Service of Holy Communion
10:45 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

December ��
 10:00 a.m.  Festival Service of Holy Communion

Come To Church!

Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood

(908) 889-8891
10 am Public Worship on Sundays

Festival of Lessons and Carols
4:00 pm on Sunday, December 21, 2003

The Story of Salvation
in Scripture and Song

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm - Family Service of Worship
10:40 pm - Special Pre-service Music

11:00 pm - Traditional Candlelight Worship
& Communion

Christmas Day
10:00 am - Family Service in the Sanctuary

HOLIDAY VISIT…On December 9, as a project toward her Gold Award, Senior
Girl Scout Julia Nelson led her Westfield High School troop and friends in holiday
songs for residents of The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted living facility. Once
again the scouts, who were joined by Kim Milan and Lucy Fromtling, brought
hand-made decorations and visited with the senior citizens. Pictured, left to right,
are: Standing; Rebecca Mason, Lucy, Megan Valenti, Julia, Rebecca Cass, Kim,
and Annie Peyton; second row, Jessica Ropars, Anne Wells, a 54-year resident of
Westfield, and Marie Gulotta, and seated in front, Jessica Graham.
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Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate all of our residents
for the unique individuals they are. We believe no
two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they
want to live, from beautifully appointed
living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior
living, and it begins the day a senior walks
into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living  commu-
nity, and discover how we’re different. In
Mountainside and Westfield, we offer Assisted
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

Please call us to schedule
a personal consultation or tour.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DIGIOIA

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *
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Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Estate Planning

Family Law

General Practice

•
•

•
�����������������

201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

WHS Senior Expresses Her View
On High School Parking, Neighbors

The following is addressed to the
neighbors of Westfield High School
(WHS) who are against student parking.
Lately there has been a lot of publicity
about the WHS parking situation.

After absorbing as many resident argu-
ments as possible, it seems that part of the
highly verbal community is being short-
sighted in their premises. For instance,
WHS neighbors argue that allowing stu-
dents to park on their street devalues the
cost of their homes. Did they ever stop to
think about why the average house cost in
Westfield is so high in comparison to
other towns?

This is greatly influenced by Westfield’s
good school system, and the people who
are maintaining this status for the town are
the students, they are the ones who score
well on the standardized tests. I am one of
those students who raises the school’s
average on such tests, I do not litter, loiter,
smoke, or do any of the other claims that
people in this town so frequently use to
stereotype the student population.

So please, do not include me in the 15
percent of my class who may do so. By
parking on the street surrounding WHS,
all that I am trying to do is transport my
brother and I 1.5 miles to experience a
daily secondary public education.

By purchasing a house within a two-
block radius of any school, the
homeowners have the advantage of a
close commute for their children, but
should expect the consequence of people
parking in their neighborhood.

The double standard that the residents
of Westfield hold disappoints me more
than anything else does. A resident a block
away from WHS recently confronted me
after I legally parked in front of her house.
She told me that it was embarrassing that

I park there because that leaves no open
parking space for her guests.

I would have hoped to be treated bet-
ter on her street after not reporting to the
police department the high number of
residents who had illegally placed piles
of leaves in front of their houses before
November 1. Many adult residents have
complained that students are being pam-
pered, but they miraculously ignore these
actions on their part.

I can only apologize for the members
of my class who have created a distur-
bance near the high school at some point;
however, it is unrealistic for neighbors
to think that every conflict near their
streets will subside by making one
change. While our town may attempt to
have a flawless façade, nothing and no
one is perfect, including the residents
and students of Westfield.

On that note, other errors that have
been presented by residents include that
students should park at the Armory and
should car pool. We cannot park at the
Armory because the United States is in a
time of war. This would be evident to
those who leave their homes and worry
about issues that are more important
than these petty tantrums that have low-
ered the respectability of the town. The
Armory parking lot has been put to more
important use, if the definition of impor-
tant includes benefiting more people
then only WHS neighbors. And sec-
ondly, it would be illegal for students
under 18 to car pool because of the
restricted driver’s license that people so
adamantly agreed with in the state of
New Jersey.

Allison Wicks
WHS Senior

Class of 2004

More Letters to the Editor
WHS Student Responds to Article,
‘Should Students Walk to School’

After reading the article “WHS Stu-
dents Should Be Walking to School” I
must agree and disagree with reporter
Pass. First and foremost, she is abso-
lutely right, that the parking problems
have been beaten to death. I personally,
am sick of hearing about it, even though
I am affected by it. I am a junior at WHS
and drive to school.

However, in my circumstance along
with many others, it is pertinent that I drive
to school. WHS is located on the south
side, I, along with half the student body,
live on the north side. It is unrealistic to say
that students should not be driving to
school and should be walking.

One reason, Westfield is a town that
gives their children cars as soon as they
get their license. Second of all, students
have to be at school at 7:30 a.m. for first
period. When walking at a reasonable
pace, it’s a good 50-minute walk from
my house — without traffic or poor
conditions.

The citizens of Westfield are eager to
complain about the fact that their children
are starting school too early; yet, they
should have to walk to school and leave
their house even earlier? I am fully aware
that some students who live around the

corner from the high school like to drive
to school and take up the parking spaces
of those that live a few miles away. I am
also aware of the incidents Ms. Pass
brings up in her article about drug use.

But to say that students should not
drive to school is not fair. I will agree
with her on one other issue though,
open lunch is the cause for the student
urge to bring their cars to school. I am
allowed to go out to lunch along with
many other students, but I agree that it
is not necessary. We are the only school
that is permitted to leave during school
hours.

If we were to get rid of open lunch,
would it solve the parking dilemma? I
think not. The route of the problem:
there are not enough streets to support
the excessive amount of cars. I feel that
the parking issue will never be resolved
because everyday three more kids get a
license and a car and the next day they
are driving to school.

Whether the BOE likes it or not, kids
will always drive to school, even if it is
not permitted.

Katie Newingham
Westfield

Westfield Family Urges Residents
To Consider Becoming Foster Parents
Criticism doesn’t help, but you can.

You may have read about the problems
DYFS has been having. The worst cases
make the news, but virtually all cases
are affected. It’s easy to let it go in one
ear and out the other by just thinking of
it as one more failed government pro-
gram, but the reality is that there are
real children that are suffering badly.

It’s easy and frequently deserving to
cast blame and criticize DYFS. But,
they are frequently stuck between a
rock and a hard place. If they keep a
child in their care too long, they are
criticized for with holding them from
their family. If they return a child too
quickly, disasters can happen. There
are no magic answers and tragedies are
inherent.

The increased attention has led to
more kids being placed quicker and for
longer periods of time. With more kids
“in the system,” the demand for foster
homes has greatly exceeded the supply.
As a result many kids end up spending
their nights in shelters, DYFS offices,
and other undesirable places.

The harm the children suffer lasts a

lifetime and affects our entire society.
Without basic values such as love, dis-
cipline, and direction, many of these
kids stray far from acceptable society
standards.

We live in Westfield and provide
foster care for children of every color,
shape and size. But for every child we
take, there are several more with no-
where to go. We want to do more but we
need your help.

Consider becoming a foster parent.
In addition to helping children, you will
be rewarded in many ways. If you have
your own children, they will also ben-
efit and receive an eye opening learning
experience. Our goal is to recruit ten
foster families in the Westfield area to
join us for an informal meeting in early
January to discuss fostering.

If you have any interest in helping,
please e-mail us at Icanfoster@yahoo.com.
Please provide your name and phone num-
ber, and we will contact you to arrange a
meeting.

The Saunders Family
Westfield

Westfield Resident Calls for Improved
Nighttime Environment at WHS

���� ����� 	���
���

��������������
��	��

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

�����������	������� ���������� �!���"�#$#$%

908-233-5800

I love living in the Town of Westfield
where I bought a house five years ago. I
also know that the school system is excel-
lent as I have several friends who are on
the faculty. However, what I would like
to write to you about today is the lack of
security around all the schools after dark.

I have been very surprised to see that in
all the budget planning and the bond allo-
cations of funds, improvement of the out-
side lighting system around each of the
schools has never been on anybody’s mind.

Has anyone ever driven around those
buildings after 4:30 p.m. around this
time of the year? The front, side, back of
the buildings, the parking lots, and the
steps by the high school auditorium and
main entrances are very poorly lit. One
practically needs a flashlight.

Because many of these buildings are
also used or rented out to other outside
groups such as the Board of Elections,
New Jersey Workshops, opera groups,
etc.; this could create quite a dangerous
situation and possible accidents. As a
matter of fact, I am astonished that, with
all the numerous rehearsals, sport prac-
tices, games, and after school activities,

For all your individual, business, tax
preparation and financial needs.

Updated on all 2003 tax reform act revisions.

Personal individual attention.  All calls are
returned within 24 hours.

Serving the community for over 19 years.

� 

� 

� 

� 

“Save time and money.  Let a professional
prepare your taxes this year.”

www.neilschembrecpa.com

Flexible meeting hours.� 

NEIL F. SCHEMBRE, CPA
266 NORTH AVENUE  •  FANWOOD NJ, 07023-1318

908-322-6066

Let’s Put Community
Back in Westfield

Charles Darwin founded the theory of
evolution, the widely accepted under-
standing that living things, including
Homosapiens, have progressed and
adapted over time. I am neither a social
scientist nor a biologist, but I am begin-
ning to believe in “regressolution,” the
regression of a social, caring species to
one that is asocial and parasitic.

On nearly a daily basis, I seem to
witness selfish callous acts right here in
our “community” of Westfield. I have
become immune to many of these indis-
cretions; however, I find three recent
events particularly disturbing.

A woman in a small car cut us off near
town, forcing my wife to slam on the
brakes to avoid a collision. When we
both stopped at the light, we expressed
our frustration to her and pointed out that
she could have been killed as our vehicle
was considerably larger than hers. Aware
of her recklessness, she leaned on her
horn until the light turned and sped off.
No wonder people get road rage.

Next was the woman in the nail salon.
Half way through my wife’s manicure, a
rude patron barged through the door and
demanded, and unfortunately received,
immediate service, despite the fact that
all manicurists were with other custom-
ers. This woman’s time was clearly more
valuable than everyone else.

I am most disturbed by my final ex-
ample of our society’s “regressolution.”
Recently our two young children partici-
pated in an evening story time at the
Westfield Public Library. Several chil-
dren were being disruptive and ruining
the experience for the rest. Clearly, it is
natural for children to act up. However,
their parents sat idly by, neither repri-
manding their children nor removing them
from the room. I was taught to respect
others, my community, and myself.

By acting in our selfish ways, we are
regressing to a state less advanced than
that of our mammalian ancestors. We
are becoming nothing more than a pack
of vultures, looking out only for our-
selves. This is not a community.

I suggest that each and every one of us
consider our daily actions. Let’s think of
others as well as ourselves. As adults and
parents, we need to set good examples for
our children. We need to remember that
acts of kindness will spawn additional
acts of kindness, and acts of malice and
other indiscretions will also spawn simi-
lar acts. We all know the Golden Rule.
Let’s think about it and use it occasion-
ally, if not all the time. Lets put the
community back in Westfield!

Steve Nettler
Westfield

no major disasters, problems or assaults
have ever taken place, already.

Furthermore, it would be good for pub-
lic relations with the community-at-large
to change the old-fashioned outside boards
into modern lit ones so that every one in
town, including students, faculty, and
staff, are fully aware of upcoming events
within each of the buildings.

I sincerely hope that the superinten-
dent and the Board of Education will
truly consider rectifying the situation in
the very near future.

Viviane Levy
Westfield
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12oz. CANS

Amstel Light ............................24pk .....19.98
Budweiser, Bud Light ..........18pk ......9.99
Busch, Busch Light .............30pk ....11.00

Coors Extra Gold .....................30pk .....11.19
Genesee-Cream,Beer,Red,Lt.30pk ....10.99

Heineken ..................................24pk .....19.38
Natural Light- Ice, Regular .....24pk .......8.00
Red Dog ..............................30pk ....10.49

12oz. BOTTLES       12pk Case
Beck's- Dk, Light, Regular ..10.00 ....20.00

Coors Light ................................7.05......14.10
Fosters Lager........................9.00 ....18.00
Grolsch Premium Lager ......10.00 ....20.00
Guinness Draught (6pk-6.99) ...........25.98
Guinness Extra Stout (6pk 7.99) ......29.99
Harp Lager ..........................10.00 ....20.00
JW Dundee's Honey Brown..5.98 ....11.98
Killians Irish Red ...................8.49 ....16.98

Labatt Blue Pilsener..............8.00 ....16.00

Michelob Reg,Light,Ultra ..........7.10......14.20
Miller Lite, Genuine Draft -24pk........13.00
Molson Canadian, Golden ................16.00
Pilsner Urquell.......................9.99 ....19.98

Rolling Rock ..............................6.65......13.30
Sierra Nev Ale,Porter, Stout (6pk-5.99) 22.98
St Pauli Girl- Dark,Regular....9.59 ....19.18
Stella Artois .........................10.49 ....20.98
Warsteiner Dunkel, Regular ..8.58 ....17.16

Yuengling Black and Tan ..........7.00......14.00
Yuengling Lager ........................7.49......14.98
ALTERNATIVE BREWS 12oz BTLS
Bartles & Jmes, Sgrms Clrs (4pk-3.19) 19.14

Mike's Hard, Cran Lemon ...10.50....21.00

Smirnoff Ice.............................11.69.....23.38
KEGS 1/2

Yuengling Lager ...............................59.99

CORONA
Reg or Light

SPECIAL

2150
24-12oz.

Bottles

HEINEKEN
AMSTEL LT 2150

24-12oz.
Btls.

SPECIAL

BUDWEISER 
BUD LIGHT

SPECIAL

1610
30-12oz.

Cans

MILLER
High Life 1010

30-12oz.
Cans

SPECIAL

BUD•BUD LIGHT
BUD ICE•MILLER LITE
MILLER GENUINE

DRAFT

SPECIAL

1398
24-12oz.

Bottles

MILLER LITE
MILLER GENUINE 
DRAFT

SPECIAL

1610
30-12oz.

Cans

Northern New Jersey’s Largest Wine Stores

INCREDIBLE SELECTION
New JJersey’s largest sselection 

Over 8,000 fine wines, micro-brews & imported
beers - the latest vintages and newest wines!

PLUS... PLUS...KNOWLEDGEABLE

& FRIENDLY SERVICE
Our knowledgeable Wine Consultants and Store
Managers provide the quality service you need! 

LOW PRICES - GREAT VALUE
Our everyday low prices beat other area wine

stores. With our tremendous buying power, 
we pass the savings on to you!

•LOWEST PRICES •LARGEST SELECTION

SAM ADAMS
Lager, Light 

SPECIAL

2000
24-12oz.
Bottles

DOMESTIC, IMPORT & MICROBREW BEER

COORS
COORS LIGHT

SPECIAL

1609
30-12oz.

Cans

SL-L3120

(reg. or Lt)

SUPERSTORESSUPERSTORES

OTHER LIQUORS, CORDIALS
Bailey's Irish Cream ................750ml ...17.09
Benedictine & Brandy ..........750ml ..24.69

Christian Bros Brandy  ........1.75L...16.09

Courvoisier VS Cognac .......750ml ..21.09

Di Saronno Orig Amaretto ...750ml ..16.09

E & J Brandy .......................1.75L...16.09
Hpnotiq  ...............................750ml ..19.09

Kahlua  ....................................750ml ...14.09
Kahlua .................................1.75L...28.09
Remy Martin VSOP.............. 750ml .29.99
Romana Sambuca  .............750ml ..17.09
TGI Fridays- Blndr Rdy Mxs 1.75L...13.00

CALIFORNIA / WASHINGTON 750ML
BV Coastal- Cab, Chard, Merlot .........7.07
BV Napa Cabernet............................11.37
Benziger Chardonnay Carneros .........8.57
Beringer Chard Napa 00- .....WE92 ..10.67
Beringer Chenin Blanc........................4.37

Beringer Founders'- Cab,Chard,Merl........7.37
Beringer Knights Valley Cabernet.....18.67
Beringer Pr Res Chard .....................22.07
Bogle Petite Sirah...............................7.37
Ch Souverain Chardonnay ...............10.67
Ch Souverain Merlot.........................13.07
Ch St Jean Chardonnay .....................9.37

Ch Ste Michelle Chardonnay....................7.67
Ch Ste Michelle Johannisberg Riesl...6.37
Cline Zinfandel California ...................7.17
Clos du Bois Cabernet......................12.07

Clos du Bois Chardonnay.........................9.37
Clos du Bois Merlot ..........................13.07
Columbia Crest Chard,Merlot-Cab .....5.37
Coppola Diamond Claret ..................12.07
Dynamite Cabernet...........................13.37
Edna Valley Chardonnay ..................10.07

Estancia Chardonnay ...............................7.67

Estancia Red Meritage .....................25.07
Estancia- Cabernet, Merlot ...............10.87
Forest Glen- Cab,Chard,Merlot ..........6.07
Franciscan Cabernet 00-......WS90 ..18.07
Franciscan Chardonnay....................12.07

Gallo Sonoma- Cab,Chard,Merlot.............8.17
Geyser Peak Sauvignon Blanc...........7.67
Glen Ellen- Cab,Chard,Merlot ............4.07

Hess Select Chardonnay..........................8.27
Hogue Chardonnay.............................6.37
J Lohr Riverstone Chardonnay...........9.17
Kendall Jackson Chard Camlt ..........13.07
Kendall Jackson Chard Grd Rsv ......13.07
Kendall Jackson Pinot Noir.................9.07
Kendall Jackson Sauv Blanc ..............7.37
La Crema Chard Sonoma Coast ......12.07
Mondavi Napa Cabernet...................16.37
Napa Ridge- Cab, Chard ....................6.07
Pepperwood Pinot Noir.......................6.07
RH Phillips Chardonnay .....................5.37

RH Phillips Chard Toasted Hd .................9.67
Rabbit Ridge Cuvee-Cabernet,Merl ...6.07
Rancho Zabaco Zinfandel Heritage....9.37
Rodney Strong Sonoma Chard ..........8.07
Rodney Strong-Cabernet,Merlot .......11.57

Seghesio Zinfandel Sonoma.............11.37
Simi Cabernet Alexander Valley .......14.77
Simi Chardonnay ..............................11.57
St Francis Chardonnay .......................8.57
Sterling Cabernet ..............................17.07
Sterling Merlot...................................16.37

Sutter Home White Zinfandel ..................3.07
Turning Leaf- Cab,Chard,Merlot .........5.27
Woodbridge- Cab,Chard, Merlot.........5.67

AUSTRALIA/ NEW ZEALAND  750ML
Black Opal- Cab,Chard,Cab-Merl,Shz ...6.17

Greg Norman Cab-Merlot, Shiraz...........11.37
Jacob's Crk- Cab, Merlot, Shiraz........6.67
Jacob's Crk-Chard, Shz-Cab..............6.07
Penfolds Koonunga Hill Shiraz-Cab ...8.87
Rosemount Chardonnay.....................6.87
Rosemount Shiraz-Cabernet ..............5.87

Wyndham Est Shiraz Bin 555 ...................6.67

ITALY    750ML
Antinori Santa Cristina Sangiovese ....7.07
Cavit Pinot Grigio................................6.07
Ecco Domani- Merlot, Pinot Grigio .....7.17

Luna di Luna- Chard-PG,Merlot-Cab ........7.57
Monte Antico Rosso............................7.57

Ruffino Chianti..........................................6.17
Ruffino Chianti Ris Ducale Gold.......29.07

FRANCE 750ML
Fat Bastard-Chard, Shiraz..................6.77

Jaboulet Parallele 45 ...............................6.77
Jadot Beaujolais Villages....................7.17
Mouton Cadet- Red, White .................5.37

CHILE / SPAIN / ARGENTINA 750ML
Los Vascos Cabernet, Chardonnay....5.67

Walnut Crest- Cab,Chard,Merlot ..............4.17

PORT & OTHER WINE
Harveys Bristol Cream Sherry ............9.07
Martini & Rossi Verm-Dry,Sweet  1.5L ....8.49

VALUE BRANDS
Almaden Burg,Cab,Chrd,Merl,WtZn 5L Box ..10.09
Almaden White Zinfandel ....3L Btl.....7.19
Almaden-Gold Chablis,Mtn Chablis,Rhine 5L Box ...8.09
Franzia- Burgundy,Chablis 5L Box .....8.09

Andre- Brut,Ex Dry, Spumante.................3.07
Ballatore Gran Spumante ...................5.07
Chandon- Brut, Blanc de Noir ..........12.17
Cook's Brut, Extra Dry ........................4.07
Dom Perignon 95- ................WS92 ..99.97
Dom Ste Michelle Brut,ExDry,BldeBl,BldeN ..8.07
Francois Montand Blanc de Blancs..10.99
Moet & Chandon White Star.............23.07
Mumm Cordon Rouge Brut NV ........25.07
Piper Heidsieck- Brut, Extra Dry.......24.17
Piper Sonoma Blanc De Noir ...........13.27
Piper Sonoma Brut ...........................11.17
Taittinger La Francaise Brut NV .......25.07

KENDALL-JACKSON
Cabernet  or 
Merlot

SPECIAL

1217
750ml

SANTA
MARGHERITA

Pinot Grigio

SPECIAL

1707
750ml

ROSEMOUNT
Shiraz

SPECIAL

887
750ml

FREIXENET
CORDON NEGRO
Brut • Extra Dry

SPECIAL

707
750ml

VEUVE
CLICQU0T
BRUT 3007

750ml

SPECIAL

KENDALL-JACKSON
Chardonnay

SPECIAL

917
750ml

KORBEL
Brut • Extra Dry

SPECIAL

947
750ml

SPARKLING WINES VALUE BRANDSPERENNIAL FAVORITES

Cutty Sark ................................1.75L ....26.09
Dalmore 12 Yr  ....................750ml ..23.09
Dewar's ................................750ml ..16.09
Famous Grouse ..................1.75L...29.49
Glenlivet, Glenfiddich Sng Malt..750ml ..26.09

Grant's .....................................1.75L ....19.09
Inver House Green ..............1.75L...14.09
J & B ....................................1.75L...29.00
Johnnie Walker Black ..........750ml ..24.09
Johnnie Walker Red ............750ml ..16.00
Macallan 12 Yr Single Malt .750ml ..33.29
McClelland's Highland .........1.75L...25.99
McClelland's Islay ................1.75L...25.99
McClelland's Lowland ..........1.75L...28.99
Old Smuggler ......................1.75L...17.09

Black Velvet .........................1.75L...12.09
Crown Royal ........................1.75L...38.09
Crown Royal ........................750ml ..18.09
Imperial ................................1.75L ...11.39
Jameson Irish Whiskey .......750ml ..18.09

Windsor Supreme ....................1.75L ....13.09

Absolut ................................ 1L.......17.09

Absolut ................................750ml ..14.09

Belvedere ............................750ml ..24.00

Burnett's ..............................1.75L ...11.09

Chopin .................................750ml ..24.00

Finlandia ..............................1.75L...23.10

Gilbey's ................................1.75L...10.29

Gordon's ..................................1.75L ....13.00
Grey Goose .........................1.75L...47.09

Ketel One ............................1.75L...31.09

Ketel One ............................750ml ..17.59

1.5 LITER WINES
Arbor Mist- All Flavors ........................5.09
Bella Sera Pinot Grigio .......................9.09
Beringer Fnder's- Cab,Chard,Merlot ...14.39
Beringer Stone Clrs Cab, Chard, Merl ....9.09

Beringer White Zinfandel .........................8.00
Bolla Pinot Grigio, Merl, Valpolicella .....10.19

Evan Williams ......................1.75L...16.00

Jack Daniels Black .................750ml ...16.09
Knob Creek 100 ..................750ml ..24.09
Old Crow .............................1.75L...14.09
Old Grand Dad  86 ..............1.75L...25.09

CARLO ROSSI
Blush,Burgundy, Chablis, 
Paisano

SPECIAL

749
4 Liters

CAVIT
Pinot Grigio

SPECIAL

1009
1.5L

Citra- Montepulciano,Trebbiano .........6.00

Columbia Crest-Chard, Merlot-Cab ..10.00

Concha Y Toro- Cab-Mer,Chard,Merl ..........7.00
Corbett Canyon- Cab, Chard, Merlot..........5.09
Fetzer Sundial Chard, Cab, Merlot...12.49

Foxhorn- Cab,Chard,Merlot ................4.09

Gallo White Zinfandel .........................4.29

Gallo- Cab,Chard,Merlot.....................6.09

Glen Ellen- Cab, Chard, Merlot ................7.00
Lindemans Chardonnay Bin 65 ..........9.09

Luna di Luna Chard-Pinot Grigio......14.09

Luna di Luna Merlot / Cabernet........14.09

Mondavi, CK Cab, Chard, Merlot .......9.09

RH Phillips Chardonnay .........................10.00
Rene Junot- Red,White.............................4.69
Santa Carolina- Cab-Merl,Chard-SB ..7.09

Sutter Home- Cab, Chard, Merlot.......8.09

Vendange- Cab,Chard,Merlot ...................6.29
Walnut Crest- Cab, Chard, Merlot ......7.39

Woodbridge, Mondavi Sauv Blanc .....7.69

Bacardi- Gold, Light ............1L ........11.09
Bacardi- Gold, Light ............750ml ....9.09
Capt Mrgn Spiced ..................750ml ..13.09

Capt Mrgn Parrot Bay,Spiced .....1.75L ....22.29
Mount Gay Eclipse ..............1.75L...23.09

TEQUILA
Jose Cuervo Gold, Classico.1.75L...32.00
Jose Cuervo Gold, Classico.750ml ..16.09

BOURBON GIN VODKASCOTCH WHISKEYRUM/CORDIALS

BEEFEATER
Gin

SPECIAL

2600
1.75L

GORDON’S
Gin

SPECIAL

1309
1.75L

TANQUERAY
Gin

SPECIAL

1.75L

BAILEYS
Irish Cream

SPECIAL

3399
1.75L

DEWARS
Scotch

SPECIAL

3100
1.75L

JOHNNIE 
WALKER 

RED

SPECIAL

3200
1.75L

BACARDI Rum
Gold or Light

SPECIAL

1709
1.75L

SMIRNOFF 80
Vodka 

SPECIAL

1800
1.75L

SEAGRAM’S 7
SPECIAL

1409
1.75L

CANADIAN
CLUB

SPECIAL

1709
1.75L

SEAGRAM’S
VO

SPECIAL

1929
1.75L

ABSOLUT
Vodka

SPECIAL

2509
1.75L

GREY GOOSE
Reg, L’Orange 
or Citron

SPECIAL

2409
750ml

JACK DANIELS
Bourbon

SPECIAL

3309
1.75L

JIM BEAM
Bourbon

SPECIAL

2100
1.75L

SOUTHERN 
COMFORT

SPECIAL

2109
1.75L

COLUMBIA CREST
Grand Estates
•Cab • Merlot •Chard

SPECIAL

837
750ml

MERIDIAN
Cabernet, Merlot or

Chardonnay

SPECIAL

777
750ml

WOODBRIDGE
Cabernet, Merlot or
Chardonnay

SPECIAL

1100
1.5L

RUFFINO  
CHIANTI
Ris  Ducale  Tan   

SPECIAL

1607
750ml

CLAN
MacGREGOR1509

1.75L

SPECIAL

FETZER
Gewurztraminer • Cab
Sundial Chard • Merlot

SPECIAL

647
750ml

HENNESSY
VS Cognac 2309

750ml

SPECIAL

Bombay ...............................1.75L...26.00
Bombay Sapphire ................750ml ..17.09
Burnett's ..............................1.75L...12.29

Gilbey's ....................................1.75L ....13.09
Seagram's ...........................1.75L...14.09
Tanqueray ............................750ml ..14.00

2900

BOMBAY
SAPPHIRE
Gin

SPECIAL

1.75L

CANADIAN 
MIST

SPECIAL

1310
1.75L

SKYY

SPECIAL

2300
1.75L

MAKER’S MARK
Bourbon

SPECIAL

1809
750ml

CHIVAS
REGAL 2409

750ml

SPECIAL

GRAND 
MARNIER 2609

750ml

SPECIAL

3229

BERINGER
White Zinfandel

SPECIAL

417
750ml

YELLOW TAIL
Cabernet, Merlot or
Chardonnay

SPECIAL

597
750ml

LINDEMANS BINS
Cabernet, Merlot or
Chardonnay

SPECIAL

537
750ml

MONDAVI
Private Selection
Chard•Cab•Merlot

SPECIAL

767
750ml

FRANZIA
Blush, Chill. Red,
Crisp Wt, Silverbirch

SPECIAL

709
5L Box

RAVENSWOOD
Vintners 
Zinfandel

SPECIAL

767
750ml

MARTINI 
& ROSSI
Asti

SPECIAL

817
750ml

CH STE 
MICHELLE 
•Cabernet •Merlot 

SPECIAL

1137
750ml

BOGLE
•Chardonnay
•Merlot

SPECIAL

667
750ml

J LOHR
Seven Oaks
Cabernet

SPECIAL

1107
750ml

SUTTER HOME
White Zinfandel

SPECIAL

609
1.5L

Luksusowa ..........................1.75L...21.09

Popov ..................................1.75L...10.00

Stolichnaya ..........................1.75L...27.00

Svedka Vodka .....................1.75L...17.09

Wolfschmidt .........................1.75L...13.09

OVER

8,000 WINES

OUR TEAM IN THE CHARDONNAY

VINEYARD WITH PAUL GOERG, IN

CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE

OUR TEAM AT THE EDGEWOOD

BARREL ROOM IN NAPA,
CALIFORNIA

OUR TEAM AT CHATEAU LA

LOUVIERE IN BORDEAUX

... TO FIND THE

BEST

WINES FOR YOU!

WE TRAVEL THE

WORLD...

Compare

& Save

Franzia-Cab,Chard,Merlot, Wt Gren 5L Box ...10.09
Livingstn Clrs-Burg,Chabl,Rose .3L Btl......6.49
Livingstn Clrs-Cab,Chard,Merl ...3L Btl ......8.09

HOLIDAY HOURS

Christmas Eve 9am-8pm (Union 8am-8pm)

Closed Christmas Day

New Years Eve 9am-9pm  (Union 8am-9pm)

New Years Day 12pm-6pm

ESSEX GREEN SHOPPING CENTER
Prospect Ave & I-280

(Exit 8A - Prospect Ave South)
West Orange, NJ

Phone: (973) 324-0899 

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10am-9pm, 
Fri-Sat 9am-10pm, Sun 12-7pm

950 Springfield Road
Route 22 East

Union, NJ   07083
Phone: (908)-688-2453

Fax: (908) 688-2638 
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-9pm, 

Fri-Sat 9am-10pm, Sun 12pm-7pm
Open 8am 12/19, 12/20,

12/21 & 12/23!

Garden State
Pky Exit 139A

Garden State
Pky Exit 138

I-78 Exit 50BI-78 Exit 49A

I-78 Exit 45

?22

TOTAL 
WINE && MMORE

950 Springfield Road

Lenape Park
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24
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>78 >78
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Not responsible for typographical errors  Prices Good Thru 1/11/04

The specific prices and products in this ad are set by EG Holding Corp, Inc., and may not be available at other stores.

Union

We match all current 
local advertised prices

where permitted by law.

We GUARANTEE the LOWEST PRICES:

& MORE
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$

$In back of Shopping
Center, across from

Shop Rite

>95

West Orange

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 552-5007
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

IVY MORTGAGEI
YV

Isn’t It Nifty!Isn’t It Nifty!Isn’t It Nifty!Isn’t It Nifty!Isn’t It Nifty!

Our Dad’s FiftyOur Dad’s FiftyOur Dad’s FiftyOur Dad’s FiftyOur Dad’s Fifty

Happy Birthday Principal PerryHappy Birthday Principal PerryHappy Birthday Principal PerryHappy Birthday Principal PerryHappy Birthday Principal Perry

Downtown Westfield Corp.
Meets on 2004 Budget Plans

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) Board of Directors
held its monthly meeting on Monday
evening in its office on Elm Street in
Westfield.

Highlights of the meeting included
the need to fill two upcoming vacant
seats on the board, the 2004 budget,
the holiday schedule next year for
the two employees, upgrade plans
for the DWC website, a meeting
request by Bob Powell of HTK
Nassau and discussions of DWC pro-
motion efforts.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin presented a breakdown of the
proposed 2004 budget to the board.
The total budget proposed amounts
to $375,920. Approximately 50 per-
cent of the budget is for organization
expenses including salaries, office,
telephone, supplies and like expen-
ditures.

For 2004 promotions, $123,000 is
budgeted by the DWC – including
$20,000 for advertising with the Star
Ledger, $25,000 with Comcast,
$5,000 with the New York Times,
$7,000 with New Jersey Monthly
magazine and $8,000 miscellaneous
to include advertising in New Jersey
Life magazine.

Approximately $41,000 is ear-
marked for design that includes
$11,000 for seasonal banners and
flags, $23,000 for façade renovation
grants and $5,000 for streetscape
and landscape work.

In addition to the budget above, the
Town Council of Westfield is provid-
ing $20,000 for the DWC to retain a
Canadian company to redo the DWC
website, westfieldtoday.com. It was
noted that the town also will be seek-
ing to change their website name with
a .gov extension.

As stated by Board Chairman Alan
De Rose, “the website needs to jump
out and grab you.” Mrs. Cronin stated
that regularly updating the website
will still take considerable time from
her and her assistant. She stated that
she was disappointed in that the
website is structured so that busi-
nesses can update their own sections,
but that for some reason, they don’t
do it. She felt that, when it comes
down to it, the world is still one of
paper with regards to communicat-
ing with the business people.

Terms of two board positions ex-
pire at the end of the year – for a
business operator and a property
owner. Joe Specter has volunteered to
serve another term and indicated that
he qualifies for either of the designa-
tions and would be happy to accept
either to make it easier for the board
to fill the other seat. James Gildea,
Westfield Town Administrator and
board member questioned if that was
permitted by the by-laws. Mr. Specter
stated, “We fixed that problem.”

Beverly Caldora, owner of Classic
Basket business on South Avenue is
leaving the DWC board at the end of
this month as her term expires. She
stated that she does not have time to
continue on the DWC board, although
she felt it was very interesting and
productive. Mrs. Caldora noted that
she will be devoting her full efforts in
forming a south side business orga-
nization in conjunction with Richard
Fromkin of Westfield Interiors and
others.

Mrs. Caldora asked Mr. Gildea if
the parking decks and developments
were really going to go through. Mr.
Gildea said that contract commit-
ments and monies were being ex-
pended. Pending results of traffic
and environmental studies due
shortly, the town council will be de-
liberating on the next steps. Mr.
Gildea pointed out that there will be
three new councilpersons sworn in
on Tuesday, January 6 that will be
part of the process.

Mrs. Cronin advised the board that

Mr. Bob Powell of HKT Nassau re-
quested a meeting with the DWC,
businesses and business property
owners to fill them in on the latest
features of the development plan.
The board told her to proceed and
agreed that this was not required to
be a public meeting and would not be
advertised. They felt that attendance
by the general public would be too
disruptive.

Mrs. Cronin later told The Westfield
Leader that the process for filling
board positions involved applicants
being forwarded to the mayor and a
sub-committee for interviewing.

The board will meet again next
month. The complete meeting sched-
ule for 2004 will be published shortly.
Those interested can call Mrs. Cronin
at (908) 789-9444.

The DWC proposed 2004 budget
outline is available on the newspaper
website – goleader.com/features.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

More Letters to
the Editor

Senior Housing
Resident Responds

To Christmas Editorial
Your “editorial” in response to the

letter from Sasha Schwarz requires a
rebuttal.

While Ms. Schwarz is entitled to her
opinion, however erroneous, she cer-
tainly does not speak for the majority of
the residents of Westfield Senior Hous-
ing. You, as a responsible journalist,
should have checked your facts before
printing that one-sided article. Our lob-
bies are beautifully and seasonally deco-
rated with cheerful and colorful items
albeit no Christmas tree or Menorah.
Our individual apartment doors display
wreaths and Santa Clauses. Last week
we had a glorious holiday party where
we were served the traditional egg nog
and Christmas cookies and were enter-
tained by the “Chansonettes” who sang
medleys of Christmas, Chanukah and
Kwanza songs. I personally have not
observed any morose or unhappy resi-
dents as suggested by Ms. Schwarz.

Christmas is in the heart, not hanging
on a tree. I personally invite you to visit
Westfield Senior Housing to observe for
yourself.

Incidentally, your publishing of Ruth
Smith’s phone number was reprehen-
sible. “WHO STOLE RESPONSIBLE
JOURNALISM?”

Jane Barris
Westfield
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RAIDERS’ KEY IS TO FIND THE RIGHT COMBINATION

SP-F Raider Hoopmen Look
To Be in Thick of WC Battle

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience of having all six top
starting players returning along with
the added offensive threat of sopho-
more Derek Character could make
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team the team
to watch in the Watchung Confer-
ence and in Union County this sea-
son.

Add a few transfer players to the
lineup and “the key is to find the right
combination,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty.

Last year, with a very young team,

the Raiders finished with a 5-17
record but did show improvement
towards the end of the season. This
year sophomores Lance Thomas, who
led the team in scoring with a 14.3
points-per-game average, and Char-
acter, who transferred from St.
Patrick’s (Elizabeth) but has been
living in Scotch Plains, will pose a
very formidable offensive 1-2 punch.

“Lance has had an unbelievable
summer, working out with various
camps. He played with the Nike
National Camp (for freshmen) in St.
Louis and the Eastern Camp where
he made the all-star team, (where he

competed with juniors and seniors
also),” Doherty pointed out. “He has
been hitting the weight room. He’s
muscled up a little bit to about 200
pounds. He is a legitimate 6’6”,
maybe 6’7”.”

Thomas and Character are no
strangers to each other since both
have been playing together at the
elementary and middle school lev-
els.

“Derek has a man’s body and has
unbelievable talent. He seems to be
content and happy here. Whenever
both have played together in the sum-

Start the New Year Off Right! 
Open New Year’s Day  

10:00am-4:00pm 

Membership includes the use of: 
two pools * over 100 pieces of strength training & cardio equipment * 
air conditioned gym * free participation in most fitness classes  * 
free weight room * racquetball courts  
babysitting *  child care * whirlpool, sauna & steam for additional  fee 
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The Solution to your New 

Year’s Resolution! 
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220 Clark Street 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Serving Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside since 1923. 

The Westfield “Y” has  
programs and  activities for 

the whole family:   
preschoolers, teens,  
families and seniors.   

Financial assistance is  
available.    

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU AND GET A FREE GIFT!  
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YMCA
We build strong kids,

strong families, strong communities.

Purchase a gift certificate series of 3,4, or 5 golf
lessons and receive one playing lesson Free.

Michael A. Kierner

For information, please call 908-451-8049

How about improving your golf game with

PGA Teaching Professional
At Shackamaxon Country Club

Looking for the Perfect
Holiday Gift or Stocking Stuffer?
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�������

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

FABIANO, BOFF, DINIZO LEAD RAIDERS IN TACKLES

Ridge’s ‘O’ Wizardry Bedazzles
Raiders, 27-0, for Group Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very few high school football
teams get the opportunity to com-
pete for a group title at Giants Sta-
dium and, in order to do so, a team
must consistently and successfully
execute its game plan throughout the
season. No. 16 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and No. 8
Ridge were the most successful North
Jersey, Section 3, Group 3 football
teams this year but it was the Ridge
Red Devils who executed their game
plan more effectively in East Ruther-
ford to bedazzle the Raiders, 27-0,
on December 11 to claim the title.

The 11-1 Red Devils’ no-huddle
offense, mixing short passes with the
battering running of senior back Matt
Mullen, immediately kept the 10-2
Raiders’ notoriously stubborn “Wild
Dog” defense off-guard and jumped
to a 14-0 lead in the first quarter then,
later, commanded a 20-0 lead by
halftime. Quarterback Steve
Monastero completed all nine of his
first-half passes for 110 yards and
added another completion in two
attempts for two yards in the second

half. Mullen rumbled 125 yards on
26 carries, including three touch-
downs (TD). Ridge finished with a
rushing total of 152 yards.

“I was impressed with the way
they threw the ball with the wind. A
credit to them, they played better
than us tonight,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

Raider running backs Kyle Baker
and Lakiem Lockery, who usually
trample their opponents’ defense,
could not get it going as the Red
Devil defense quickly closed any
gaps. Baker had 19 carries for 55

yards and Lockery had seven carries
for 17 yards. The Raiders, who turned
the ball over three times, totaled only
78 yards on the ground and four
yards in the air.

“Ridge was quick. They were clos-
ing the holes really well before we
could get through. We weren’t ex-
pecting that,” explained Baker. “We
couldn’t catch the breaks. You’ve got
to give it to Ridge. This defense has
been shutting down pretty much ev-
erybody we faced. They confused us.
They were running screens, sweeps,

COCOZZIELLO, HAYES SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Hoopmen Look
To Control Boards, Turnovers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards and control
of turnovers seems to be the theme of
this year’s Westfield High School
boys basketball team. Last year, with
a young team, the Blue Devils fin-
ished with an 8-14 record but return
six of their top-seven players. Se-
niors Jan Cocozziello, Joe
Korfmacher, Tyshon Blackmon and
Terrence Bryant, and juniors Eric
Hayes and Bill Hearon will bring
plenty of experience to the court.

“We really don’t have a true cen-
ter. We have two forwards that we
use, but Tyshon and Joe will be our
four and five men,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly.

Cocozziello, who will share team
captain duties with Hayes, netted a
team-high 348 points last year. His
strength was driving to the basket or
drawing a foul to earn a free trip to
the charity line where he hit 72 per-
cent. Cocozziello pulled down 101
rebounds and swiped 31 steals. Pres-
ently, he has not practiced with the

team due to an injury he sustained in
the Thanksgiving Day football game
against Plainfield.

“We look to him to be a leader. He
always plays hard. We need his scor-
ing. We need his defense. He’s a very
important part of our team,” said
Everly. “We are going to use him a
lot in the post. We are going to use
him on the perimeter. He can do
both. He can take advantage of some
mismatches at the two spot (guard)
that he will be playing.”

Point guard Hayes netted 272 points
last year, sank 17 three-pointers and
hit 76 percent of his free throws.

“He will be running the point and
the wing also depending on the rota-
tion,” said Everly. “(Last year) He
always had the skills and abilities to
do things but, physically, some things
were not totally there yet. He’s de-
veloped a lot of strength. He’s been
in the weight room. I think he is
going to have a lot more success. He
should have a big year, handling the
ball, scoring and breaking down de-
fenses as well as being a very good
defender.”

Korfmacher, a forward, netted 165
points, hit 69 percent from the line
and grabbed 85 rebounds.

“Joe is a hard worker. He loves
playing the game. He’s worked on
some things to improve his skills.
He’s really developed a nice midrange
shot and has the ability to take the
ball to the basket. He’s a very athletic
kid. He can rebound. He’s getting a
lot stronger,” said Everly.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

“The 30 Minute Circuit Training Workout”
A QUICK, EASY, AFFORDABLE WORKOUT EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEN

1085 A Raritan Road, Clark (Next to The Clark Post Office) (732) 381-9300
Free T-Shirt Or Workout Towel When You Join - Franchise Opportunity Available, Call 732-388-7325

• Body Cuts™ System Promotes Body Fat Loss,
Builds Lean Muscle & Reduces Stress

• Cuts Uses Smooth Hydraulic Equipment 
• Safe For Men Of All Ages

755546

50% OFF
Initiation Fees with this ad

April 12, 2003

Isn’t It Time…

• Reduces Stress

• Body Cuts™ System Promotes Body Fat Loss,
Builds Lean Muscle & Reduces Stress

“The 30 Minute Circuit Training Workout”
A QUICK, EASY, AFFORDABLE WORKOUT EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEN

You Know It’s Time...
CUTS FITNESS FOR MEN 409B PARK AVENUE

SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076
908-490-1117

Now Open!

NJSportPics (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROARING OUT OF THE TUNNEL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders football team roars out of the
tunnel at Giants Stadium to begin the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game on December 11.

David B. Corbin (past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING THE BASKET…Senior forward Tyshon Blackmon, No. 21, will
be strong defensively and offensively for the Blue Devils this season.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Sophomore Lance Thomas
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The faces on Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School basketball
team will change little this year. The
Raiders, who have graduated only
one starter, will be seeking their third-
straight 20+ winning season with
nearly the same personnel but look
to be stronger under the boards.

Last year, the Raiders finished 23-
3 and, in 2001, finished 21-5; how-
ever, the goal of a Union County
Tournament (UCT) title and a sec-
tional title has eluded them. The
challenge to obtain those goals will
be just as difficult this year with
Tournament of Champions winner
Malcolm X. Shabazz standing in their

way of a sectional title and a strong
Union Catholic squad vying for the
UCT crown.

“We are going to have to get
tougher under the boards to succeed
(against Shabazz). We are not a quick
team, that kind of hurts us in terms of
getting loose balls and attacking the
board,” explained Raider Head Coach
Brian Homm.

With respect to the UCT, Homm
said, “You have old Union Catholic.
If they are better than last year, it
could be a tough one.”

The probable Raider lineup will
be junior Hillary Klimowicz (cen-
ter), junior Jen Burke (point guard),
junior Maura Gillooly (forward),
senior Jen Russell (forward) and jun-

ior Elizabeth DeCataldo (guard).
Klimowicz netted 503 points last

year, bringing her two-year total to
951 points to put the all-time SP-F
record in jeopardy. She hit 83-112 at
the charity line for 74 percent, had
161 rebounds – although less than
her total from her freshman season –
and boasted a remarkable 96 blocks.

“Hillary’s a little stronger this year.
Many people were keying on her last
year and keeping her off the boards.
People were boxing her out,” Homm
pointed out.

Gillooly was dangerous from three-
point range, hitting 55-128 last year,
and finished second in scoring with
287 points. She hit 70 percent of her
free throws and was second in assists
with 78.

“She is a little taller. She always
had a good three-point shot. She will
have more confidence to drive to the
basket this year,” said Homm.

Burke bucketed 245 points last
year to bring her two-year total to
392. She hit 70 percent from the foul
line and led the team in assists. Her
leadership and ability to get the ball
to Klimowicz will be crucial.

“She looks for Hillary a lot and, I
think, she (Burke) is going to score a
lot more this year. Hillary is the big
force inside but we need more from
the outside,” expressed Homm. “Jen
and Maura are going to have to step
up more. Jenny can shoot much bet-
ter and attack the boards more and
Maura will do the same. We will be
a little better this year.”

Senior Katie Feeley and junior
Mareika Friess will add strength off
the bench and junior Megan Makely
and sophomores Lauren Benivengo
and Loni Kaye will add depth.

The Raiders’ regular season sched-
ule will be more of a challenge as
will their competition in the section
with opponents like Ridge and
Voorhees, in addition to Shabazz.

“Both of these teams are very strong,”
said Homm. “We have tougher com-
petition this year, which should help us
a little bit. When you have a team like
ours, you need the competition.”

The Raider girls will open at Cranford
tomorrow, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.

RAIDERS HAVE EXPERIENCE THROUGHOUT LINEUP

Raider Matmen Approaching
Status of Region Powerhouse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wrestlers throughout New Jersey
have a better idea who the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Raider
wrestlers are after four Raiders
marched onto the mats at Atlantic
City (AC) and one returned as a
fourth-place finisher.

The Raiders, who have won two-
straight Watchung Conference and
District 11 titles, are salivating at the
prospect of capturing the Union
County (UC) title, virtually owned
by the Roselle Park Panthers, who
have won the tournament seven con-
secutive years. Last year, the Raiders
claimed the most UC champions with
four and entered 10 of their 14 wres-
tlers into the Region 3 tournament,
finishing with three winners and one
second-place finisher.

Senior Derek Francavilla seeks his
third trip to AC. As a sophomore, he
placed 7th/8th at the 103-lb. class
and last year placed fourth in the
125-lb class, finishing with a 33-5
record. This year, he will remain at
125-lbs.

“Derek has an 88-13 record on his
way to 100 career wins. He’s been
doing a great job in the room. He’s

stronger. He’s taller. He is ready to
go,” said Head Coach John Scholz.

Senior Andrew Silber won the
UCT, placed second in District 11,
then rebounded to capture the Re-
gion 3 title and skip to AC. He won a
bout at AC and finished with a 28-6
record. He will remain at 171-lbs.

“Andrew is an amazing wrestler.
He wrestles seven days a week, prob-
ably sleeps it,” said Scholz. “He’s a
different style wrestler this year. On
his feet, he’s attacking you with all
parts of the body. He’s going to re-
peat in the states and he’s going to go
a lot further.”

Junior Steve Mineo made his pres-
ence known in the 119-lb class by
winning the UCT, District 11 and
Region 3 titles to carry a 29-0 record
to AC. Mineo put on some size and
will compete at 130-lbs.

“Steve took fourth at Fargo (North
Dakota) in freestyle. He was All-
American status this year,” said
Scholz. “Francavilla is ranked around
18th and Mineo is ranked eighth in
the nation. He’s a killer in the room.
Everyone out there knows it. He’s a
top contender.”

Three other Raiders, seniors Eric
Connolly (140/145-lbs) and Charlie
Bachi (189-lbs) and junior Marc
Fabiano (215-lbs) had fine seasons
and have the potential for making the
trip to AC this year.

Connolly placed second in the
Goles, UCT and District 11 tourna-
ments and finished with a 24-5 record.

“He’s more focused this year. He’s
ready to go. He wants to go to the
‘Beast’ to see where he stands. He
wants to wrestle in college. He wants
to show his hard work and effort have
paid off over the years,” said Scholz.

Francavilla, Mineo, Connolly and
Silber are going to compete in the
Beast of the East Tournament at the
University of Delaware.

Bachi won the UCT and District
11 crowns and finished 20-5 at 160-
lbs. In 2001, he also amassed 20

victories.
“He has put on muscle. He knows

what he has to do. There’s no reason
why he can’t repeat at counties and
districts,” said Scholz.

Fabiano, through his work ethic
and athletic ability came on very
strong, earned third in the UCT,

grabbed first in the districts and fin-
ished 21-7 at 189-lbs.

“That’s where he belongs (215-
lbs). He’s just big and strong. You
watch him on the football field, he
piles everyone over. In our area, I
don’t see anyone stopping him,”
stated Scholz.

Senior heavyweight Andrew
Loomis, who won the Goles Tour-
nament last year, had to compete at
the JV level because his brother
Matt, a state qualifier, occupied the
varsity spot.

“He was behind the scenes last
year. It’s amazing to say, he was
moving like a lightweight for such a
big guy. His work ethics are good.
He has a nice shot this year,” said
Scholz.

Senior Pedro Coyt, who placed
second in both the UC and districts,
will compete at 152/160-lbs. Senior
Ronnie Ferrara, who placed fifth in
the UCT and third in the districts will
wrestle at 119-lbs. Juniors Anthony
Ferrante and A. J. Watson (140/145-
lbs), senior Yoav Nudell (160-lbs)
and senior Tom Gorin (152-lbs) re-
turn with varsity experience. Filling
in the 103 and 112-lb classes will be
sophomore Matt Fleissner and fresh-
men Dave DeNichilo, Sal Gano and
Rick Olsen.

As to grabbing the brass ring of a
UC title away from Roselle Park,
Scholz commented, “It’s never been
done here. We would like to. We
gave them a run for their money
last year. They are a fantastic tour-
nament team. They do everything
right. They had kids wrestle back.
That’s what we need to do. I hope
it is our year.”

KLIMOWICZ APPROACHES 1,000-POINT PLATEAU

Raider Hoopster Ladies Look
To Be Stronger Under Boards

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-22427-02
File No. 6990-02

NOTICE TO REDEEM

MOORING TAX ASSET
GROUP, LLC, PLAINTIFF/
MORTGAGEE VS. FLEET FI-
NANCE, INC.; ET ALS.

TO: HELEN KINNEY:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on December 4, 2003, the Superior
Court Fixed January 22, 2004, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time,
at the office of the Tax Collector of the
BOROUGH OF ROSELLE, located at 210
Chestnut Street, Roselle, New Jersey
07203, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the amount
so found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 20 BLOCK 1103 on the tax duplicate
of the BOROUGH OF ROSELLE. Total
amount required to redeem is $34,854.08,
together with interest from August 20, 2003
and costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred
and foreclosed of and from all right and
equity of redemption of, in and to the lands
and premises above set out and described
in the complaint and every part thereof, and
that the plaintiff be vested with an absolute
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee
simple in said lands and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding,
redemption shall be permitted up until the
entry of final judgement including the whole
of the last date upon which judgement is
entered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 12/18/03, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 03-22-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE 03-09-S CHAP-
TER 86, SALARIES AND COM-
PENSATION AND CHAPTER
67, POLICE DEPARTMENT,
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 9, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $18.36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF A STRONG ATTACK FORCE…Juniors Hillary Klimowicz, left,
and Jen Burke, center, and senior Jen Russell offer a strong 1-2-3 scoring punch
to go along with junior Maura Gillooly who will be deadly from the perimeter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON ENTANGLING MOVES…Raider senior Derek Francavilla,
left, and junior Steve Mineo work on some entangling leg maneuvers during
practice.

Irene Katz
Sales Associate

-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.O

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

908-301-2892 (direct line)

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Coldwell Banker Mortgage: (Toll Free) 1-888-317-5416

ConciergeTM Service: 1-800-353-9949

Congratulations
S T A R S  O F

ExcellenceExcellence
★ ★★★★

“Irene is committed to the highest standards of professionalism,
integrity and service and is consistently a high achiever.”

©2003 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is  a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2003 NRT, Incorporated
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Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey

������

RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

NED STEVENSNED STEVENS
Gutter Cleaning & Installations

1-800-542-0267

$35   $75
Average House

NEXT DAY SERVICE

Fully Insured • 7 Days
(In most cases)

to

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

GUTTER CLEANING

Sales    Service    Repairs
Annual Maintenance Agreements

877-2-Gutter

TIME
GUTTER

EUROPEAN

908-925-2021

Tile & Marble Installation

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Foyers

Fireplaces

Back Splash

15 Years Experience     Free Estimates

Cell Phone: 908-456-3722

AL
&

DAVE

Steven’s Reglazing, Inc. dba

Insured

Licensed &

Bonded

Consumer

Affairs Lic.

#0956397

“WE’RE KNOWN FOR QUALITY”
EXPERT SPRAYING & REFINISHING ON

REFRIGERATORS & BATHROOM TILES

BATHTUBS

REFRIGERATORS

SINKS

TILE

CHIP REPAIRS

STEEL DOORS

All Major Appliances Choice Of Colors

“Your Satisfaction Is Our Reputation

718-761-5800
An Owner Operated Firm • A Staten Island Company

Errands & General Shopping

“SHORT OF TIME?
LET ME HELP.”

Home or Business Cleaning
Call Maria Lourenco

Serving The Westfield Area

M.L. SERVICES, L.L.C.

908-789-8381

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising

Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design
• Year-Long Plantings
• Lawn Maintenance
• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Spring Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	



����

PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED      FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
908-322-1956

JK’S PAINTING &

WALLCOVERING

INSTALLATION

✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

Corbin Consulting
Engineering • uswca.com

Expert Witness • Independent Review

Due Diligence • Troubleshooting

(908) 232-4407 • info@uswca.com

251 North Ave. W., Westfield, NJ 07090
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Red Devil’s Offensive Wizardry Bedazzles
Raiders, 27-0, for North 2, Group 3 Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

TOMASSO, DELDUCA, KRAMER, MENCH LEAD CHARGE

Blue Devil Matmen Have Slots
To Fill But Look for Balance

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the past five years, the Westfield
High School wrestling team has come
a long way. Last year, the Blue Dev-
ils finished with a 10-4 record, won
the Kearny Tournament, placed

fourth in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) claiming two champi-
ons, placed third in the District 11
Tournament, claiming four champi-
ons, and qualified seven for the Re-
gion 3 Tournament.

The Blue Devils were very strong
in the lower weights but were lack-
ing experience in the upper weight
classes last year. Several of those
fine wrestlers have graduated but
four of the seven Region 3 qualifiers
remain and those upper weight class
wrestlers have gained one year of
experience that should offer balance
to the lineup.

Senior Rob Mench, who competed
at 103-lbs last year, was a pinning
expert and finished with a 26-4 record
in a highly competitive class. Mench
recorded 22 pins and two technical
falls. He placed first in the Kearny
Tournament and the Blue Devil Clas-
sic and placed second in the UCT
and the district, losing both title bouts
to Darrion Caldwell of Rahway who
placed fourth in the state. Mench
returns at the same weight class.

“I expect Robbie to be a state
qualifier and I expect him to win
some matches in the states,” stated
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

“He should dominate the weight
class. He’s a pinner. We should get
six points nearly every time out.”

Senior Lee Tomasso, the UCT and
District 11 champion at 145-lbs, en-
tered the regions with an undefeated
record and finished 17-2. Both losses

were to state qualifiers. This year, he
will step on the mats at 152-lbs.

“He’s another pinner. We are count-
ing on Lee every time out,” expressed
Kurz. “He’s someone who has been
pretty dominant since ninth grade.
Last year, he was just a shade behind
the top-level guys who went to the
states. This year, he could be one of
those guys.”

Junior Tom DelDuca, third in the
UCT and champion at the districts at
140-lbs, finished with a 24-5 record
and will be competing at 145-lbs.

“He could be a four-time district
finalist,” said Kurz. “I expect more
of the same from Tommy. He doesn’t
like to lose. He goes out there hard
and recovers well. I look for him to

get tougher and possibly qualify for
the states.”

Junior Sam Kramer, who will re-
main at 112-lbs, placed fourth in the
UCT, second in the districts and fin-
ished with a 20-12 record.

“He improved as the season went
on. He wrestled over the summer.
He’s really tough. He should be look-
ing to qualify in the state,” said Kurz.

Senior Chris Johnson, who just
missed qualifying for the regions,
will compete again at 189-lbs and
could be a force to reckon with.

“I think Chris is going to have a
breakout year. He hits the weight
room on a regular basis, he’s strong,
confident and is showing great lead-
ership,” claimed Kurz.

Freshman Mark Boyd has been
impressive in practice and will com-
pete in the 130-135-lb classes.

“He is someone who could have a
great career at Westfield,” noted Kurz.

Junior Craig Hewit, who wrestled
at 119-lbs, has leaped to compete in
the 130-135-lb class. Senior Dave
Israelow will compete at 140-lbs,
sophomore Steve Cruickshank will
compete at 215-lbs and senior Nick
Gismondi, who sat out last year due
to a shoulder injury, will be tough at
heavyweight.

Presently, the occupiers of the 119,
125, 160 and 171-lb classes have yet
to be determined.

“We should be more balanced this
year but there are some holes to fill,”
said Kurz.

everything.”
With the Raiders’ offense being

stymied, the “Wild Dogs” got plenty
of playing time. Junior defensive
tackle Marc Fabiano led the Raiders
with 14 tackles followed by line-
backers Travis Boff and Mike DiNizo
with 12 each. Early in the fourth
quarter, Boff recorded a seven-yard
sack. Linebacker Kevin Urban made
10 tackles and tackle Tim Karis had
nine while linebacker Charlie Bachi
and defensive back Matt Powers each
made eight.

Ridge marched 66 yards on nine
plays, beginning with an 11-yard
pass in the flats to wide out Bryan
Glaspy and ending with Alex
Kuchneir’s four-yard loop around the
left side with 8:34 left in the first
quarter. Mike Buck nailed the first of
his three points after.

The Raiders went three and out on

their first offensive series and, after
an unfortunate punt, the Red Devils
took over at the Raider 47. Three
pass plays and five running plays
later, Mullen blasted five yards for a
TD with 2:45 left in the quarter,
boosting the score to 14-0.

The Raiders’ second possession
turned out even worse when Ridge
recovered a fumble at the Raider 41.
The “Wild Dogs” held and took over
at the 31, but Ridge’s defense held
and another misguided punt sailed
out of bounds at the Raider 43. The
“Wild Dogs” held again but, once
again, the Raider offense fumbled
giving Ridge the ball on the Raider
28. Four plays later, Mullen plunged
in from the one-yard line with 2:14
left in the half. Buck’s point after
attempt hit the left post. No good!

The tide appeared to be changing
in the second half when the Raiders

took the opening kickoff to the 34
and burned 8:30 off the clock before
being stuffed at the Ridge 20 when
linebacker Chris Cefalo stopped
Baker on a fourth-and-one. The Raid-
ers had 15 plays during that drive and
converted two of the three fourth-
down situations.

“We thought if we punched one in,
we would have had a chance,” said
Baker.

Another Raider fumble at the 45-
yard line set up the Red Devils’ final
TD. On the ninth play, Mullen broke
through with an eight-yard TD run
with 5:52 remaining in the game.

“Just to play in Giants Stadium, this
place is amazing. This is high school
football. You got to have fun. I was
having fun! It was the best experience
I have ever had,” emphasized Baker.
“This team has been playing with
each other since PAL football in fifth
grade. We are all friends. We never
stopped trying hard. We left every-
thing on the field today.”

“You have to enjoy the experience.
We worked hard. We got here,” com-
mented Ciccotelli. “We didn’t play
well for whatever reason, but I give
Ridge all the credit. They played
well. It’s been a great year. We knew
coming in that we were going to be
10-2 or 11-1. It doesn’t take away
from what these kids did all year. For
it to end like this, it stinks, but that’s
part of athletics.”

“I will never forget this,” said
Raider Quad-Captain Karis. “I just
love this team. It’s not Giants Sta-
dium so much. It’s not the game. I’m
going to miss playing with my team-
mates.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0  0  0 0 0
Ridge 14  6  0 7 27

Blue Devil Girls Named
XC ‘Team of Year’

The Westfield High School girls
cross-country team has been named
Team of the Year by The Star Ledger.
After losing a dual meet and the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title to Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
the Blue Devils regrouped to recap-
ture the Union County (UC) title that
they had lost to Oak Knoll last year.

Blue Devil Deenie Quinn, Raider
Mary Shashaty and Governor
Livingston’s Katie Zaeh were named
to the All-Union County First Team.
Shashaty also was named All-Group
3 Third Team. Blue Devils Meg
Driscoll and Annie Onishi and Raid-
ers Laura Harrison and Allie Hoynes-
O’Connor were named to the All-UC
Second Team. Raiders Christene
DeLuca and Liz Elko and Blue Devil
Rachel Barrett were named to the
All-UC Third Team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY IN LOWER WEIGHTS…Senior 103-lb Robbie Mench, left, and
junior 112-lb Sam Kramer will be counted on to get some big points for the Blue
Devils.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISCUSSING A PLAY…Former Raiders Nathan Jones, left, and Bob Dinsmore,
both players on the Rutgers football team, discuss a play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANTICIPATING THE START OF THE GAME…Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli, center, looks from the sideline in anticipation of the championship
game between the Raiders and Ridge.

NJSportPics for The Leader and The Times
Raider senior Kyle Baker, No. 33, at-
tempts to block a Ridge Red Devil
punt.

Three Blue Devils Get
Field Hockey Honors
Three Westfield High School

field hockey team girls received
All-Union County honors by The
Star Ledger. Meredith Rucinsky
and Lauren Purdy were named to
the Second Team and Kate Warren
was named to the Third Team along
with Governor Livingston’s Jen
Hauser.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949

Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033

Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $755,000 Springfield                                                 $875,000

Westfield $839,000 Westfield                                                   $599,900

Immaculate 3 bedroom, 3 bath ranch on a rare, more than an acre,
lot.  2 fireplaces, sunroom and potential galore.  WSF2773

Custom center hall colonial.  Baltusrol Top.  11 spacious rooms, 5
zone heat, 2 zone air, hardwood floors, large deck & more.  WSF2967

Spectacular colonial completely renovated & expanded.  5 bedrooms,
4.1 baths, great with fireplace, quality kitchen.  WSF2978

Historic colonial restored with love.  5 bedrooms, 2 baths, family room.
Large property overloks park.  www.300mountain.com.  WSF3101

Move-in condition quality built split.  Lovely property, bright updated
kitchen, family room / ofc, fireplace & more.  WSF3104

Quiet dead-end street close to everything.  2 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen
each floor.  1st floor expanded with deck, cac.  WSF2975

Scotch Plains                                         $1,100,000

Garwood                                                   $399,000
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mer, we were 15-0,” said Doherty
who added, “Derek and Lance are so
talented that I can play one inside
and the other outside. Ultimately, we
will go to one of them.”

Thomas, who averaged 7.7 re-
bounds-per-game last year, and Char-
acter also will be the muscle under
the boards.

Senior guard Sean Fuller, who was
second on the team in scoring last
year, “will take on a different roll,”
said Doherty. “He will give senior
leadership. (To take pressure off
Character and Thomas), he is going

to have to hit that outside shot.”
The major problem that the Raid-

ers had last year came with their ball
handling skills and passing. Junior
guard Lakim Lockery, who led the
team in assists with a 4.1 per-game
average, has gained a year of experi-
ence and, along with sophomore Mike
Johnson, a transfer from St.
Anthony’s, “will be handling the
point position, said Doherty. “With
Lakiem having a year experience, I
believe he will be able to handle it.”

Adding depth to the guard position
will be senior Martiese Gilliam, a
transfer from Plainfield.

Lockery along with senior forwards
Mike Walker and Rob Maroney, who
played on the Raider football team
that competed for the Section 2, Group
3 Championship at Giants Stadium in
East Rutherford on December 11,
“haven’t practiced at all with us yet,”
commented Doherty (as of interview
time). “All three at one point have
started for us last year. It will take a
little while to get into the groove, but
others can step up.

The Raiders open with Cranford
on December 21 at Seton Hall Uni-
versity at 7:30 p.m.

SP-F Raider Hoopmen Look
To Be in Thick of WC Battle

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SP-F Grad Baumwoll Lands
TV Sports Anchor Job in Pa.

Adam Baumwoll of Scotch
Plains has been hired by Fox 8/
ABC23 TV to be the sports anchor
on their  news telecasts  in
Johnstown, Pa. Baumwoll, a 1998
graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, attended
Brandeis University in Waltham,
Mass. And received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in 2002, double
majoring in Economics and Ameri-
can Studies.

Baumwoll then attended gradu-
ate school at Syracuse University-
Newhouse School and received his
Masters in Broadcast Journalism
in 2003. He has previously been
affiliated with New England Sports
Network, Bloomberg Network and
most recently with CBS Sports,
for whom he covered Super Bowl
2000 in Tampa, Fla. and each of
the past three NCAA Final Four
telecasts.

At his present job, Baumwoll’s
responsibilities have included field
reporting, writing, editing and pre-
senting the sports reports for both
Fox8 and ABC23 at 10 p.m. and 11
p.m., respectively. Additionally,
he has been the co-host of three
one-half hour in-studio live broad-
casts each week, including every
Penn State football pre-game show.

Baumwoll has said being a TV
broadcaster/analyst has been a
dream come true and he looks for-

ward to a successful career in this
field, with ultimate hopes of work-
ing in the New York area.

Blue Devil Hoopmen Look
To Control Boards, Turnovers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blackmon led the team in rebounds
with 106 and bucketed 148 points.
Bryant contributed 66 points and had
29 rebounds.

“Terrence really came on at the
end of last year. We are looking for
him to be a little more consistent in
his shooting and ball handling. He
developed a lot of confidence at the
end of the season and he had a good
summer. He’s another guy who can
take advantage of mismatches and
he has perimeter skills also.”

As it always had been, competi-
tion in the Watchung Conference
and in Union County will be fierce
with such teams as Newark East Side,
St. Patrick’s, Union, Elizabeth and
now, a very strong Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team.

“It’s definitely competitive. There
are a lot of good basketball players,
but we have good basketball players
here too. We really don’t have a solid
big guy. That may make a difference
in some of the games but we have
four guys who can rebound. Defen-
sively, we may have some problems
with some of the bigger teams, but
the bottom line is if we can control
boards and control turnovers, we will
compete with anybody in this con-
ference.”

The Blue Devils will open at
Shabazz on Friday, December 19,
and will host Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on Tuesday, December 23.

WSA DIVISION 4 CHAMPS…The Strikers won the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion Division 4 championship by sweeping its way through the playoffs. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: front row; Margot Tishberg, Jamie Totcicolla, Alison
Glynn, Emma Shor, Tierny Cummings, Juliana Capuano, Alycia Jhaveri and
Alexis Murphy; second row, Meghan Ince, Jaclyn LaSpata, Laura Marvin and
Lisa Nehring; back row, Assistant Coach Bill Capuano and Head Coach Jim
Marvin. Missing; Caraugh Ball, Melissa Costa and Liz O’Connor.

CJS Diamonds Grab
U-13 Soccer Crown

The Central Jersey Stars (CJS) Dia-
monds girls soccer team ended its U-
13 season with a 1-0 victory over
Scotch Plains on November 16. The
Diamonds’ 7-1-2 record earned them
first place in Flight 1 in the Mid-NJ
League.

CJS outscored its opponents, 23-
10. In addition to Scotch Plains, the
Diamonds battled teams from
Randolph, West Windsor,
Hillsborough and North Hunterdon.

The Diamonds field a team of girls
from towns within Union and Essex
Counties, including Cranford, Lin-
den, Scotch Plains, Short Hills, South
Orange, Summit and Westfield. The
team plays a Brazilian-style, quick-
passing, ball-control game. The girls
are taught multiple positions and of-
ten move around the field during the
games.

The Diamonds play in several tour-
naments against top competition from
New Jersey and surrounding states.
The Diamonds were founded in 2002
by Gina Clark and are coached by
Keith Hertell, both of Westfield. In-
quiries may be directed to Mr. Hertell
at (908) 233-5522.

Erratum:
Ashley Yarusi, who was one of

the field hockey tri-captains and is
a graduating senior, was inadvert-
ently omitted from the Westfield
High School field hockey season
wrap up article in the December 11
issue. She also received the Coaches
Award at the team end of the year
dinner. Michelle Markowski is a
junior.

www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG MAN UNDER THE BOARDS…Raider sophomore Derek Character, No.
32, will be a huge scoring threat as well as a strong rebounder. Character and
Thomas will give opponents headaches this season.

Sports Anchorman Adam Baumwoll

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TEAM CO-CAPTAIN…Eric Hayes
will share team captain duties with
Jan Cocozziello this season.

 

Kimberley A. Haley

Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE 2002   

This newly constructed Colonial home boasts four Bedrooms 
and three and a half Bathrooms, ideal location and many 
upgraded amenities.  Set in the Berwyck Chase section of 
Scotch Plains, this fine home features an Eat-in-Kitchen 
with white wooden cabinetry, adjoining Family Room, 
formal Living Room and Dining Room, and a new deck 
overlooking the professionally landscaped and fenced 
backyard.  Additional improvements include a renovated 
Recreation Room, first floor Laundry Room, California 
closets, new sprinkler system, two zone heat and central air 
conditioning. 

Offered for $635,000.

Coldwell Banker

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

Residential Brokerage

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

�ongratulations

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Jayne Bernstein Eileen BurlinsonThomas Bianco

© 2003 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is  a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2003 NRT, Incorporated

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services

1-888-317-5416

The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

 17 Offices Throughout New Jersey

Homes For The Holidays
Burgdorff's gift to buyer and seller clients who participate in the American Dream: finding a home!

Call for program details or visit us at burgdorff.com.

CLARK $469,000 CRANFORD     $589,900 FANWOOD $424,900

GARWOOD $369,000

UNION $309,000

MOUNTAINSIDE     $1,050,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $509,000

WESTFIELD     $499,000 WESTFIELD $625,000

Open and airy, wonderful 4 Bedroom home offers it all!  Brick
fireplace in Family Room, updated Kitchen, hardwood floors, new
thermo windows, newly painted interior.  Located in prestigious
reservoir area.  Fabulous property with covered patio.  Great for
entertaining!

Private cul-de-sac location!  Stone front Colonial with 4 large
Bedrooms and 2.5 baths, updated Kitchen, newer roof, CAC,
finished basement, .25 acre property and 2-car garage.

Move right into this updated Colonial / Cape featuring 4 Bedrooms,
2 new baths, Family Room with fireplace, newer Kitchen, media
room with bar, central vacuum, sprinkler system, CAC and more.
Walk to train and shopping.

Outstanding dead end location on a quiet tree-linded street, huge
park-like property, 2-car detached garage beautiful professionally
landscaped yard.  Move-in condition.

Stunning Colonial with French atmosphere, 2 Master Suites, sun
filled Living Room, banquet-sized Dining Room with fireplace,
professional style Kitchen opens to Family Room, 4 Bedrooms, 3
full baths, powder room 1st floor, full bath in basement, outdoor
pool.

Spacious Cape Cod / Colonial offers 9 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms, 4 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room with built-ins,
Formal Dining Room, sunny den, huge 1st floor Master Bedroom
with full bath and separate entrance, great backyard with heated
Anthony in-ground pool and spa, deck and fence and exterior
lighting.

Beautiful Colonial in move-in condition, Living Room with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, newer Eat-In Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms,
close to shopping and NYC transportation.

Fabulous 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath, completely renovated home.
Updates galore including gorgeous custom Kitchen, 2 full baths,
skylights, roof, windows, CAC, furnace, gleaming hardwood floors
and much, much more.

Classic Victorian home with open front porch and turret.  Wood
floors, updated kitchen, Family Room with fireplace.  Set on a
175’ deep lot.  Updated furnace, roof, electric, HWH.  Great
location.  Walk to town, train and schools.
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Area Residents Invited
To Skate With Santa
COUNTY – Santa Claus will skate

with visitors to the Warinanco Ice
Skating Center from 1 to 3 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday, December 20
and 21, according to Freeholder
Chester Holmes, Liaison to the Union
County Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located in Warinanco Park, off
either St. Georges Avenue or Th-
ompson Avenue, near the Roselle/
Elizabeth border.

Regular admission fees will apply.
Skate rentals are available. For fur-
ther information, please call (908)
298-7850.

Fanwood Presbyterian to Hold
Festival of Lessons and Carols
FANWOOD — A Festival of Les-

sons and Carols, under the direction
of Robert Gangewere, Jr., Minister
of Music, will be held at 4 p.m. this
Sunday, December 21, in the candlelit
sanctuary of the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church.

Lay readers will play a primary
role, with carols, hymns and anthems
to be sung by the congregation and
choirs. Handbell choirs will also per-

form. This form of Christmas service
has been presented annually for more
than 80 years at Kings College in
Cambridge, England.

All are invited to attend this
celebration of Jesus Christ’s birth.
Fanwood Presbyterian is located
at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-8891.

First Baptist to Add Art
To Traditional Service
WESTFIELD – A traditional

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
of Readings and Carols will be
supplemented by projected Chris-
tian art and the music of John Rutter
at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

The service will take place at 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, December 24.
Under the direction of Minister of
Music Bill Mathews, the Chancel
Choir will perform Rutter anthems.
Scripture readings from Isaiah and
the Gospels will tell the Christmas
story, illustrated by Renaissance
paintings.

The service will be preceded at 7
p.m. by music for meditation featuring
organ, piano and voice. Childcare will
be provided. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

All Saints’ Posts Schedule
Of Services For Christmas

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’
Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains, has planned special
services for the Christmas holiday.

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday,
December 24, at 5 p.m., the story of
Jesus’ birth will be enacted in a pag-
eant featuring parishioners of all ages
in the roles of Mary and Joseph,
angels and shepherds, farm animals
and wise men.

Organist-Choirmaster Michael
Spassov and the All Saints’ Junior
Choir will provide the music, while
the whole congregation will join in
singing carols. Holy Eucharist will
follow the pageant.

Beginning at 10 p.m. that night,
there will be a special musical pro-
gram by the All Saints’ Choir and Mr.
Spassov. The Festival Eucharist will
follow at 10:30 p.m., with Christmas
readings and the sermon. This ser-
vice will also feature carols, includ-
ing the singing of “Silent Night” by
candlelight.

On Christmas Day, Thursday, De-
cember 25, a celebration of Holy Eu-
charist will take place at 10 a.m., with
the Christmas readings and a sermon.

The Reverend Jane Rockman is
Rector of All Saints’ Church. For
more information, please call (908)
322-8047.

Union County Clerk
Announces Holiday

Hours for WF Office
WESTFIELD – The Union

County Clerk’s Westfield Annex will
be closed from Monday, December
22 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for tech-
nical servicing. The annex will also
close at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, De-
cember 24 for the Christmas holi-
day and reopen at 8 a.m. on Friday,
December 26. The annex will close
at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, December
31 and reopen at 8 a.m. on Friday,
January 2.

Normal annex hours are 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday and 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday and Thursday.

The annex, located at 300 North
Avenue East, processes County Iden-
tification cards, passport applica-
tions, swearings-in of notary pub-
lics, and clerk certificates. The
County Clerk’s Westfield Annex can
be reached at (908) 654-9859. The
main office in Elizabeth can be
reached at (908) 527-4966.

Church & Community News Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bowling League: Children

leagues are held Mondays at 4 p.m.
for ages five to 12 years and
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30
p.m. for the bumper program avail-
able to Kindergarten, Pre-Kinder-
garten. The 12-week winter ses-
sion starts January 12. A New Teen
Bowling Club is available for ages
13 to 15 years on Wednesdays at 4
p.m. Program starts January 7.
Bowling Fee: $6/week.

Karate: Students will develop
coordination, flexibility, balance,
and self-confidence. Held on
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
For ages five to nine years. Fee: $35.

Yoga: Release tension, eliminate
stress, and just relax on Mondays
from January 5 through March 8
(excluding 1/19, 2/16) from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Community Room. Fee:
$58.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
p.m. to 11 p.m. for all high school
students.  The teen center is a safe
and enjoyable alternative and we
hope all high school students come
check it out! Located in the mu-
nicipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popu-
lar program is offered to all resi-
dent intermediate school youths.
Held at Edison Intermediate School
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Activi-
ties include a disc jockey, food,
games, movies and dancing.  The
cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the
door.  The dates left for the coming

school year are as follows: 1/23, 2/
20, 3/19, & 5/7.

Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness
comic genius, Bill Cosby and his
insight on family dynamics and
relationships! Held on Saturday,
March 6 at 2 p.m.  Bus departs
12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Madame Tussands Wax Mu-
seum in NYC: Trip includes tour
of wax museum and a delicious
lunch at the Iberia Tavern Restau-
rant. Monday, March 15. Bus de-
parts 9 a.m. Cost: $69.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Woodloch Pines: Enjoy acres of
strolling hills in this Pocono resort
along with a family style dinner,
and an entertaining variety show
on Wednesday, May 26. (Day trip)
Cost: $59.

Guys & Dolls: This popular pro-
duction is set for Friday, July 16th.
Bus departs 6:30 p.m. Cost: $55.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Think Snow! Discount lift
tickets are available for Camel-
back, Shawnee Mountain, Jack
Frost/Big Boulder, Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department-425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: 908-
789-4080. Website:
www.westfieldnj.net/townhall/rec-
reation.

Terrill Road Baptist
Sets Holiday Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The adult
choir of the Terrill Road Baptist
Church, located at 1340 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains, will present
“A Christmas Masterpiece” on
Wednesday, December 24, from 7
to 8 p.m.

All are invited to attend this mu-
sical celebration of Christ’s birth,
along with the reading of scripture
and carol singing. Refreshments
will be served afterwards.

“A Christmas Masterpiece” is a
collection of classic carols and wor-
ship songs, created and arranged
by Tom Fettke. For more informa-
tion, please call the church at (908)
322-7151.

Westfield: Week of November 17
Michael and Kathleen Ghabrial to

Joanne Villa, 7 Kent Place, $801,000.
Jonathan and Amy Radick to John

and Mary Kelly, 106 Barchester Way,
$622,500.

Dianne Borden to Paul and Priscilla
Duncan, 115 Brightwood Avenue,
$820,000.

Joan and Frank Weiss to Robert and
Mariellen Campagna, 866 Winyah Av-
enue, $845,000.

Ruth Boyer to Alexander Nesenjuk
and Edward Dugan, 819 East Broad
Street M/A: 36 Graham Avenue,
Metuchen, $500,000.

Ionysus on Euclid, LLC to M.A.
Euclid Realty, LLC, 121 Euclid Av-
enue, South, $760,000.

David and Haynie Hensel to Ross
Marshall and Kimberly Kiamie, 790
Cranford Avenue, $575,000.

Doris and Warren Shea to Richard
and Robin Gasson, 748 Norgate,
$857,500.

Giovanni and Eileen Difabio to Reno
and Valeria Barbaria, 102 Oxford Ter-
race, $395,000.

Richard and Arlene Vezza to Steven
and Elena Depaolo, 620 Kensington
Drive, $470,000.

John and Lois Alpaugh to Frank and
Lisa Spinelli, 45 Moss Avenue,
$453,000.

Kevin and Delphine Pinkowski to
Leon and Lisa Schaefer, 213 Maryland
Street, $340,000.

Recent Home
Sales

TV36 Holiday Season
Programming Schedule

WESTFIELD – Westfield TV-36
has unveiled its programming sched-
ule for the Holiday Season. Airing at
3 and 11 p.m. on Fridays, 8 and 11:30
p.m. on Sundays, and 12:30 and 8
p.m. on Wednesdays, the Westfield
Journal includes the following sto-
ries: Festifall 2003, The Pink Line
Project, Haunted Hayride, OEM
Emergency drill, First WHS &
SPFHS joint shoot, Meet the New
Westfield Library Director, The
Westfield Recreation Departments
Haunted House, Pedals for Progress,
Westfield Sidewalk Art Show,
Franklin School Pumpkin Fair, Fes-
tival, DWC Costume Contest, Car

Tips with Whalen’s Garage, Westfield
Farmers Market, Y’s men’s Hallow-
een Parade, On The Set of “Ed”,
Caruana’s Halloween Decorations,
plus some unseen PSA’s produced by
kids from the Westfield “Y”.

Airing at 2 and 10 p.m. on Fridays,
7 and 10:30 p.m. on Sundays and
11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Wednes-
days will be “Two NJ Poets.”

Westfilm 2003 will include high-
lights from the Second Annual
Westfield Film Festival including in-
terviews with filmmakers, and foot-
age from short films shown at the
festival. The show airs at 11 a.m. on
Fridays.

Also, the Lenape Indians Presenta-
tion celebrating Thanksgiving airs at
1:30 p.m. on Fridays, 10 p.m. on
Sundays and 2:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days, the second installment of Wanna
Dance airs at 10:30 a.m. and 9:30
p.m. on Fridays, and the Westfield
Historical Society/Unico Presentation
on Italian Americans airs at 4 p.m.
and midnight on Fridays, 9 p.m. and
12:30 a.m. on Sundays, and 1:30 p.m.
and 9 p.m. on Wednesdays.

For further updates, check
w w w. w e s t f i e l d t o d a y. c o m /
WestfieldCommunityTelevision.html
as new holiday programming has
been added, including the Holiday
tree lighting in downtown Westfield
and the Westfield Recreation
Department’s 14th annual concert
with the Westfield Community Band
and Edison Intermediate School’s
Broadway Singers and more.

UNICO Helps Support
CAU’s New Year Bash
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of UNICO has made a dona-
tion to help Community Access Un-
limited (CAU) host its annual New
Year’s Eve party on Wednesday,
December 31.

Through such donations, CAU is
able to continue to provide support
services to developmentally disabled
adults and at-risk youth to enable
them to live as productive citizens.

UNICO is an Italian-American
service organization based upon the
principle of “Service Above Self.”
Its projects include fundraising for
scholarships, mental health, Cooley’s
anemia and community organiza-
tions.

Persons interested in joining or
supporting Westfield UNICO can
visit UNICO@westfieldnj.com or
call Charles Grillo at (908) 654-3717.

Library Continues
Holiday Book Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE — A special
Holiday Sale of new books will
continue at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library through Tuesday, De-
cember 23.

New releases and brand new cop-
ies of previously published books
are available. Hardcover copies are
priced at $5 each, and paperbacks
at $3 each.

The selection includes gift books,
fiction, bestsellers, history, biogra-
phies, self-help and inspirational
works, as well as animal stories,
adventure tales and other offerings.

In addition, Harry Devlin’s lim-
ited edition signed prints of the
historic Hetfield House are on sale.
Suitable for framing, the prints cost
$25 each. All proceeds from the
sale will go for materials and fur-
nishings for the library.

Items may be purchased during
library business hours, which are
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, and 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located at Constitution Plaza,
just off Birch Hill Road at New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-0115.

St. John’s Lists Events
To Celebrate Holidays
SCOTCH PLAINS — St. John’s

Baptist Church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains, has
invited members of the community
to attend its upcoming holiday events.

On Sunday, December 21, the Sun-
day School Christmas Program will
begin at 8:30 a.m. and will be fol-
lowed by a Christmas worship ser-
vice at 10 a.m.

A “Special Christmas Eve Ser-
vice” is scheduled for Wednesday,
December 24, at 11:15 p.m.

Pastor Kelmo Porter, Jr. and the St.
John’s congregation will welcome in
the new year during the annual Night
Watch service on Wednesday, De-
cember 31, at 10 p.m.

The public is invited to participate
in all activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-6972.

Volunteers Sought to Aid
Senior Citizens With Taxes

AREA – The Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) is re-
cruiting senior volunteers to help
prepare tax returns for the poor, eld-
erly and disabled citizens of Union
County.

The Internal Revenue Service and
state tax officials will provide training.

Last year, this volunteer program
helped to complete hundreds of tax
returns free of cost to people who
don’t have funds to pay for assistance.

For more information, or to volun-
teer, please call Steve at (908) 354-
3040, extension no. 369.

Pictured Are: Associates Rose Hughes, Patty O’Connor, Karen Piesch along with their daughters
who are among all of the associates that are donating their time to this great cause.

Remember the joy you felt on Christmas Morning, opening what
seemed to be a never-ending pile of presents that contained all the
toys you wanted?  A happy vision to be sure.

But, there is another one that is not so happy - that of a child who
won’t know the simple joy of opening one gift this season.

It doesn’t have to be that way, however.  And YOUYOUYOUYOUYOU can help.

It All Starts With One Simple Toy.

At Weichert Realtors’ Westfield Office, it is our goal to make sure that at least some
children in our community has at least one present “from Santa” under their tree.
To that end, we are pleased to announce our 25th annual Regional Toy Drive.  It’s
simple: bring in a new, unwrapped toy to our office until Monday, December 22.
That’s it.  We handle the rest.  We’ll even come to your house to pick the toy up!!

Imagine the smiling, happy face of a child who realizes that someone cared enough
to make their Christmas a special one.  Imagine that it can be you who makes that
difference.  And, you know that in your heart, you can make this wish a reality.

With more than 70 associates who are your neighbors, please suport us.  We really
need your help, the childern do as well . . . but SO much more.

It All Starts With One Simple Toy.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /  WESTFIELDWESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /  WESTFIELDWESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /  WESTFIELDWESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /  WESTFIELDWESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777

200 North Avenue, East • Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Office: (908) 233-9292 x5448
Cellular: (908) 247-7630
E-Mail: hogaboom@eclipse.com

Located on a deep 1/4 acre lot in the “Park Slope” section
of Westfield.  Eight rooms, three bedrooms, 1-1/4 baths.
Entry foyer, large living room with fireplace, 12’x14’ formal
dining room, kitchen with walk-in pantry and breakfast
room, den, enclosed side porch, walk-up attic and a two-
car detached garage.  Asking $499,500.  Call Pete for your
appointment to see or any questions.

To see color photos of the above listing go to:
Web: hogaboom.com/1650217

Peter Hogaboom
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ABR, CRS, GRI

Selling Distinctive Homes Since 1986
Broker Associate

Properties Unlimited

 Brick Front English Colonial
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-24-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
November 11, 2003. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 61 OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN-
CREASING THE DUTIES OF THE CHIEF
FINANCIAL OFFICER.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on December 30, 2003, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-25-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
November 11, 2003. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 184/LAND USE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD RE-
GARDING CELLULAR TOWERS.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on December 30, 2003, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-26-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
November 11, 2003. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 184/LAND USE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD RE-
GARDING R-50 ZONE.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on December 30, 2003, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-29-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
November 11, 2003. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER A395 PF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD RE-
GARDING NON-UNIONIZED EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on December 30, 2003, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-30-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
November 11, 2003. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 184/LAND USE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD RE-
GARDING APPEALS OF CERTAIN PLAN-
NING BOARD DECISIONS TO THE GOV-
ERNING BODY.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on December 30, 2003, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on JANUARY 8, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a public hearing to consider the following appeal(s):

Matthew Sosnowski (Continued) for a Variance to permit the raising of the roof in
conjunction with the conversion of attic area into living space at the property located at 214
Katherine Street (Block 3804, Lot 4), Scotch Plains, from the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph H, Column 12 whereby maximum stories permitted is 2-1/
2.  Proposed: three (3) stories.

Charlie Brown’s Restaurant Corp. (Continued) for a Use Variance, bulk Variance and
Site Plan Approval in conjunction with the proposed expansion of the existing restaurant, a
non-conforming use in the R-3 Zone, at the property located at 2376 North Avenue (Block
8301, Lot 8), Scotch Plains, from the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1(3) whereby “no non-conforming use may be expanded.”
Section 23-2.3l(3) whereby “no off-street parking space shall be located within a required

front-yard area in any zone.”
Applicant is also requesting any and all variances and/or waivers as may be determined

by the Board to be appropriate, required or advisable.

Edward and Joan Biedell for a Variance to permit the construction of a rear-yard deck
at the property located at 9 Canterbury Drive (Block 5501, Lot 22), Scotch Plains, from
the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column 10 whereby minimum rear-yard setback
required is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately sixteen (16) feet.

Bruce Vuono for a Temporary Operating Permit to allow the utilization of the existing
garage at the property located at 403 Forest Road (Block 1502, Lot 8), Scotch Plains, for
office work and storage in connection with the operation of a plumbing business.  Permis-
sion, if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning Ordinance allowing for
temporary permission for a period not to exceed one (1) year.

Scotch Hills, Inc. d/b/a Showroom Hand Car Wash, a Conditional Use in the M-1 Zone,
for the following Bulk and Conditional Use Variances in conjunction with the proposed
subdivision of the property located at 2574 Plainfield Avenue (Block 6901, Lot 31), Scotch
Plains, into two (2) lots (Lots 31.01 and 31.02) and the construction of a contractor’s storage
building on proposed Lot 31.02:

Proposed Lot 31.01:
Section 23-5.2, Permitted Conditional Uses –

Minimum lot width required is 100 feet; proposed: 95.50 feet;
Minimum distance to a public or private school, hospital, church, library or other
similar place of public assembly required is 1,000 feet; proposed: 80 feet;
Minimum side-yard setback required is 25 feet; proposed: 2.53 feet;
Maximum lot coverage permitted is 20 percent; proposed: 24.9 percent;
Minimum parking spaces required for existing 4,885-square-foot building is sixty
(60) spaces; proposed: 15 spaces;
Minimum 10-foot-wide buffer area required for parking areas abutting residential
zones;  proposed: none; and
Maximum driveway width permitted is 25 feet; existing and proposed: 95.5 feet;

Proposed Lot 31.02:
Section 23-2.3 whereby no parking space shall be located within a required front-yard

area in any zone; proposed: five (5) spaces;
Section 23-3.14, M-1 Industrial Zone –

Each use in the Zone shall provide a space for truck loading and unloading on the
same lot; proposed: none;
Each use in the Zone shall set aside 10 percent of the tract for seeding and
landscaping; proposed: none;
Each use which abuts a residential zone shall provide a 20-foot-wide buffer area;
proposed: none; and
All industrial activities shall take place within an enclosed building, and the incidental
storage of materials out of doors shall be shielded by fencing, landscaping, etc.;
proposed: none.

Applicant is also requesting any and all variances and/or waivers as may be determined
by the Board to be appropriate, required or advisable.

All interested persons may be present and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,

430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch Plains, and is available for public inspection during
regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the Zoning Board of Adjustment

Township of Scotch Plains
1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $120.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
December 4, 2003, the following decisions
of the Board were memorialized:

Granted a front-yard setback Variance
with conditions to John Spicer  for the
construction of a front porch at the property
located at 1629 Ramapo Way (Block
11701, Lot 7), Scotch Plains.

Denied a Use Variance and Waiver of Site
Plan to NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. for the
installation of a double-faced advertising
sign on the property located at 201 Union
Avenue (Block 1902, Lot 1), Scotch Plains.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nances as follows were passed and adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
at a meeting thereof held on December 16,
2003.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1825
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1827
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1828
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 2, AR-
TICLE VI

1 T - 12/12/03, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 16, 2003 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
FINANCE COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 16, 2003
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has

resolved to join both the Suburban Joint
Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess
Liability Joint Insurance Fund, following a
detailed analysis; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of said Funds
require that each Municipality appoint a Risk
Management Consultant to perform various
professional services as detailed in the By-
laws; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws indicate that the
commission rate shall not exceed six per
cent (6%) of the Member’s Annual Assess-
ment; and

WHEREAS, Amalgamated General Agen-
cies proposes to perform the services out-
lined for two per cent (2%) of annual as-
sessment; and

WHEREAS, this expenditure represents
reasonable compensation for the services
required; and

WHEREAS, engagement of Risk Manag-
ers for fees representing less than 6% re-
quires approval of the Suburban Joint Insur-
ance Fund Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield solic-
ited requests for proposals for this work in
accordance with G.O. 1753 of the Town of
Westfield;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Town of Westfield does hereby
appoint Amalgamated General Agencies
(AGA) 115 Grove Street East PO Box 2670
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-2670 as its
Risk Management Consultant for the year
2004 in accordance with the Fund’s Bylaws;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Town of Westfield hereby submits this reso-
lution to the Fund Commission for approval,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Town Clerk are hereby autho-
rized and directed to execute the Risk Man-
agement Consultant’s Agreement and to
cause a notice of this decision to be pub-
lished in the Westfield Leader pursuant to
NJSA 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i).
1 T - 12/18/03, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 16, 2003 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
LAWS & RULES COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 16, 2003
 WHEREAS the Town of Westfield de-

sires to engage qualified professionals with
specific expertise in engineering and con-
struction mangement services in connec-
tion with the redevelopment of the municipal
lot located at South Avenue property and the
municipal lots located between Prospect
and Elm Streets property in the Town of
Westfield; and

WHEREAS the Town of Westfield has
determined that specific expertise is needed
to facilitate the planning and potential rede-
velopment of aforesaid  properties; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Proposals were
advertised in the Westfield Leader and the
Star Ledger on September 11, 2003 return-
able on September 26, 2003; and

WHEREAS, aforesaid Proposals were
received on September 26, 2003; and

WHEREAS a proposal submitted by Des-
man Associates has been analyzed and
found to be acceptable, and

WHEREAS Certificate of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, certifying to the availability
of adequate funds for these contracts, pre-
pared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30
1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.
Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Con-
tract to be charged Special Ordinance 2031.

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes the
letting of contracts for professional services
without competitive bidding;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that a contract in the amount of $114,000.00
for a engineering and construction manage-
ment services be awarded to Desman As-
sociates, 49 West 37th Street, 5th Floor,
New York, New York 10018, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these
contracts are awarded without competitive
bidding as “Professional Services” under
the provisions of the Local Public Contracts
Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1)(a)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper Town Officials be, and they are
hereby, authorized to take whatever actions
are appropriate in the execution and dis-
charge of these contracts, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Town Clerk shall notify the contractors by
letter requesting submittal of appropriate
Performance Bond and Certificate of Insur-
ance, so as to further execute the contract
documents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
the Westfield Leader as a public notice of
the action taken in accordance with NJSA
40A:11-5.
1 T - 12/18/03, The Leader Fee: $58.65

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 16, 2003 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
FINANCE COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 16, 2003
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town of

Westfield and the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration that their Website Designs be up-
dated; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Local Finance
Notice AU 2002-2 dated February 26, 2002
web site design qualifies as an extraordi-
nary unspecifiable service under NJSA
40A:11-2(7); and

WHEREAS, it was established that
Telepresence Systems Inc is the sole source
for work of this nature; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-5(1a-ii) pro-
vides that a contract may be awarded with-
out public advertising for bids if the subject
matter consists of an extraordinary
unspecifiable service; and

WHEREAS, a proposal by Telepresence
Systems Inc has been examined and found
to be consistent with the requirements of
aforesaid desired Website Design update;
and

WHEREAS, Telepresence Systems Inc
is willing to perform aforesaid update for
$20,000; and

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, certifying the availability of
adequate funds for this contract, prepared
in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has
been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expen-
diture of funds pursuant to this contract is to
be charged to Special Ordinance 2083;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that the Town of Westfield award a contract
for to Telepresence Systems Inc, 161
Frederick Street, Suite 201, Toronto, Ontario
M5A 4P3 Canada,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this
contract is awarded without competitive bid-
ding as a “Extraordinary Unspecifiable Ser-
vice” under the provisions of the Local Pub-
lic Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1a-ii).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
proper Town Officials be authorized to ef-
fect whatever actions are necessary in the
execution and discharge of this contract.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Westfield Leader as a public notice of
the action in accordance with NJSA 40A:11-
5.
1 T - 12/18/03, The Leader Fee: $51.51

Westfield Chamber Reveals
New Christmas Ornaments

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
announces the arrival of the 2003
Christmas Ornament, featuring the
1903 Town Seal. The ornament com-
memorates the historical decision in
March 1903 to transition Westfield
from a “township” to a “town.”

Marcie Horowitz, a Westfield resi-
dent, recently published a paper on
the subject. In her report she states,
“Westfield’s decision to become a
town was more than a simple choice
between two statutory forms of gov-
ernment. Westfield’s “growing pains”
reflect the overall shift in America at
the turn of the 19th Century from a
rural to an urban society. The heated
controversy that surrounded the de-
cision suggests that, to the people of
the time, the decision to become a
“city” or a “town” was a symbolic
act as well, fraught with emotion and
colored by the residents’ aspirations

and fears. Westfield ultimately re-
jected the city model, and settled for
a middle ground, compromise posi-
tion. As a town — not a city, no
longer a rural village — Westfield
set a course for itself as the quintes-
sential New Jersey suburb it has be-
come today.”

The 2003 Christmas Ornament is
available on Elm Street at the WACC
offices, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), Martin Rich-
ard Salon, and Fleet Bank, and around
town at Burgdorff Realtors on North
Avenue, Coldwell Banker Schlott on
Central Avenue, PNC Bank and
Wachovia Bank on East Broad Street,
and on Quimby Street at Scott’s Shoes
and Robert Treat Deli.

A limited quantity of ornaments
from previous years can be purchased
at the WACC or the DWC offices.
For more information, please call the
WACC at (908) 233-3021.

GARAGE SALE

Westfield - 14 Settlers Lane
Sunday, Dec 21, 8am - 3pm

No Early Birds.
Contents of 2 homes “merged”
because of marriage; beautiful
furniture, modern & colonial,
lamps, gifts, electronics, etc.SITUATIONS WANTED

Responsible Westfield college
student available 12/20 to 1/20 for
childcare, clerical or catering help.
Reliable references available. Call
Emily at (908) 232-6451.

RECEPTIONIST/SALES ADMIN

F/T individual needed w/great
phone personality & customer
service skills. Computer proficient
in Excel, team player & eager to
learn various jobs in small office.
Competitive starting pay &
excellent bnfts pkg. Hotel or sales
office exp a plus. Send resume
attn:

Sharon Ladson
Boyle Hotels Mgmt Group

(908) 286-1544

P/T BABYSITTER WANTED

1-2 mornings a week and/or every
other Saturday night. Perfect for
college student. Experience
perferred. Call after 4:00 PM.

(908) 317-5089

 APARTMENT FOR RENT

Large bright 2 Bed Apt. in Westfield.
W/D, LR, sun rm, breakfast nook,
fireplace, very quiet. Short
walk to Train/Bus/Town, Abundant
Closet/Storage space. Must see.
Please call: (908) 789-9102.

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Asking $4,750

Call (908) 665-2527

OFFICE FOR RENT

OFFICE, 12 FT X 12 FT
IN PSYCHOTHERAPY SUITE

$500 PER MONTH.
(908) 232-6432

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, trigonometry, math
SATs.  Joe (908) 781-0888.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUITE A PARTY!…The 250th Signal Battalion and the 42nd Infantry Division
held their annual holiday party at the National Guard Armory in Westfield on
December 7.

State Senate Passes ‘Right
Of Way for Buses’ Bill

TRENTON – The Senate today
passed legislation sponsored by As-
sembly Assistant Majority Leader
John Wisniewski and Assembly-
woman Linda Stender that would
require motorists to yield to buses
entering traffic after picking up or
discharging passengers.

Under the bill (A-2604), buses
would be afforded the right-of-way
to re-enter an active traffic lane after
stopping to receive or discharge pas-
sengers. The bus would be required
to use appropriate signals to re-enter
a lane and proceed with regard for
the safety of other motorists and
pedestrians.

“Too often, motorists merge into
oncoming traffic to avoid buses that
are trying to reenter a roadway,” said
Assemblyman Wisniewski (D-
Middlesex). “By requiring motorists

to yield to buses, we can avoid poten-
tially devastating traffic accidents.”

The measure also would require
NJ Transit – the state’s mass transit
agency – to conduct a public educa-
tion program to inform motorists of
the new right-of-way requirements.
The state Commissioner of Trans-
portation would be required to study
the issue and report to the Governor
and Legislature regarding further
action that may be needed to enforce
this rule.

“There are several municipalities
in California that require buses to
have large signs and flashing lights
that alert motorists of the need to
yield,” said Assemblywoman Stender
(D-Union). “NJ Transit should study
California’s model and see if it should
be applicable in New Jersey.”

The measure was passed 37 to 1. It
now goes to the Governor who may
sign it, veto it, or return it to the
Legislature in the form of a condi-
tional veto.

SUMMIT – Legislation co-spon-
sored by Assemblyman Eric Muñoz,
M.D. (R-21) to increase penalties for
those persons convicted of animal
cruelty was approved by the State
Senate, 36-0, on December 12.

Under the bill, A-3074, certain
animal cruelty crimes would be up-
graded from a fourth degree to a third
degree crime. In addition, civil fines
assessed and collected by the New
Jersey Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals would be sub-
stantially increased under the bill.

The legislation would provide
for fines of up to $5,000 for third
degree crimes, $3,000 for fourth

degree crimes and $1,000 for ani-
mal cruelty cases regarded as dis-
orderly persons offenses. Under
current law, most cruelty to animal
cases result in fines of $250, with
some severe cases resulting in fines
of up to $1,000.

“We must increase penalties for
cruelty to animal crimes to the levels
that reflect the seriousness of the
crime,” said Dr. Muñoz. “Our soci-
ety needs to start treating animals
more humanely.”

The legislation specifically lists
poisoning of animals as an offense
and also creates civil action provi-
sions for illegal shooting of birds.

Dr. Paul Deroo Receives
Aviation Outreach Award

PHILADELPHIA – Dr. Paul
Deroo, of Westfield, an associate
professor and program director at
Drexel University’s Goodwin Col-
lege of Professional Studies, has been
honored by the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Transportation’s Bureau
of Aviation with its annual Aviation
Outreach/Awareness Award.

Dr. Deroo is being recognized for
his “exceptional service in the field
of aviation outreach, awareness and
education” and achievement in es-
tablishing the University’s aviation
management program.

“Before Drexel introduced the pro-
gram, individuals would have to at-
tend colleges and universities in dis-
tant states,” said Dr. Deroo, who
introduced the aviation management
program in 2001.

Dr. Deroo, who also manages
Goodwin College’s homeland secu-
rity and emergency management pro-
grams, earned his doctorate in bio-
chemistry from the University of
Ottawa and his master’s and
bachelor’s degrees from the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario. He has spent
over three decades in the aerospace,
chemical and biochemical process
industries as a director, trainer, tech-
nical editor and consultant.

The aviation management program
consists of three areas of specializa-

tion: management, safety and secu-
rity and offers bachelor’s degrees to
those wishing to enter the aviation
industry and M.S. degrees for those
interested in career advancement in
the field.

For more information about
Drexel’s Aviation Management Pro-
gram, please visit www.drexel.edu/
a c a d e m i c s / g o o d w i n /
aviationmanagement.asp

Parenting Workshop Series
Slated at CSH in January

MOUNTAINSIDE — A three-part
parenting workshop series will be
offered on Thursdays, January 8, 15
and 22, from 5 to 6 p.m. at Children’s
Specialized Hospital, located at 150
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

Cecelia Hall, a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker, Licensed Mar-
riage and Family Therapist and

Board Certified Diplomate in Clini-
cal Social Work, will present the
program.

The workshop will focus on such
topics as the value of play, parenting
styles and behavior management/dis-
cipline, and will explore areas of
interest for participating parents.

The workshop is geared toward
early childhood interests, including
pre-school and early school age chil-
dren. The registration fee is $45 for
the series. For more information or to
register, please call (908) 301-5488.

Siskoske Promoted to
Second Vice President

SCOTCH PLAINS – Penn Fed-
eral Savings Bank recently pro-
moted Scotch Plains resident Chris-
tine Siskoske to Second Vice Presi-
dent. Ms. Siskoske also serves as
Penn Federal’s Account Process-
ing Manager.

Ms. Siskoske oversees deposit
services and account activity. Prior
to her tenure at Penn Federal, she
spent 26 years as an Assistant Vice
President at a large regional bank.

In addition to her work at Penn
Federal, Ms. Siskoske is an active
member of the United Way.

Penn Federal Savings Bank main-
tains 22 branch locations through-
out New Jersey. The bank is a sub-
sidiary of PennFed Financial Ser-
vices, Inc.

Cruelty to Animals Bill
Approved by State SenatePOOL TABLE

Like New! Complete with all
accessories, Pool sticks, etc.

Asking $650
(908) 665-2527

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 03-23-R

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING 2004 AMENDMENT TO
1995 SERVICE CONTRACT
BETWEEN PLAINFIELD AREA
SEWERAGE AUTHORITY
AND BOROUGH OF
DUNELLEN, TOWNSHIP OF
GREEN BROOK, BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD, BOROUGH OF
NORTH PLAINFIELD, CITY OF
PLAINFIELD, TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, BOROUGH
OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, BOR-
OUGH OF WATCHUNG

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 9, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/18/03, The Times Fee: $24.48

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that Ordi-
nance #BOH 02-2003 entitled,

 “AN ORDINANCE ESTAB-
LISHING A FEE SCHEDULE
FOR VITAL STATISTICS OF
THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF
WESTFIELD AND AMENDING
EXISTING BOARD OF
HEALTH ORDINANCES”

was adopted by the Westfield Board of
Health at a regular meeting held on Decem-
ber 15, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after publication as required by law.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/18/03, The Leader Fee: $17.34
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought
 

Elise Brunhofer
Spanish Teacher, Jefferson and

Washington  Elementary Schools, Westfield

Elise Brunhofer

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 48
Hometown: Mrs. Brunhofer was

raised in Bergenfield and moved to
Westfield in 1987 after she got mar-
ried. She has lived in town for 16
years.

Education: At Fordham University
in The Bronx, she received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Spanish and obtained
Teaching Certification for Spanish,
Kindergarten through
Grade 12, from St.
Peter’s College in Jer-
sey City. She is also
certified in Elemen-
tary Education.

Previous Experi-
ence: Mrs. Brunhofer
taught Spanish part-
time to students in
Grades 2 through 8 at
St. Bartholomew’s
Interparochial School
in Scotch Plains and,
in the same year
taught Spanish part-
time to sixth, seventh
and eighth graders at
St. Agnes School in Clark.

A Spanish teacher for three years in
the Westfield public school district,
she began teaching grades 2 through 4
in her first year and now teaches grades
3 through 5. Between Jefferson El-
ementary School and Washington El-
ementary School, she is responsible
for approximately 375 students.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: Recently, Mrs. Brunhofer
shared a conversation with a col-
league on this very issue, she told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

When she greets students in the
schools’ hallways and they return their
greetings in Spanish (they call her
Señora B. or do the same when they
see her at a supermarket, Mrs.
Brunhofer knows she is reaching her
students.

Additionally, she showed this year’s
fourth graders a visual presentation she
made to them when they were third
graders and they immediately recog-
nized the material and began singing
the song associated with the activity.

Mrs. Brunhofer also values
partnering activities because they teach
the students to help one another.

What I Love About the School
District: Sincerely crediting her su-
pervisor Robert J. Ross for being
especially helpful, as an educator
and parent, Mrs. Brunhofer said she
loves Westfield because it promotes
and maintains such high educational
standards. Challenged by working
between two elementary schools, she
said the day manages to “fly by,” but
she considers herself especially for-

tunate because she feels a real con-
nection to the Westfield community
because she lives and works in town.

“Somehow, I manage to do it all,”
she admitted, joking later, “It keeps
me young!”

Favorite Topic to Teach: Mrs.
Brunhofer teaches Spanish on a wide
variety of different grade levels. Par-
ticularly, she enjoys implementing the
TPR or Total Physical Response tech-
nique of storytelling. This method

teaches Spanish vo-
cabulary through
physical interpreta-
tion, which students
eventually use to turn
into a story. She be-
lieves TPR helps stu-
dents retain what they
learn.

The Future of Edu-
cation in America:
Mrs. Brunhofer is
proud that America
places education as
one of its top priori-
ties. Teaching a for-
eign language to stu-

dents at the elementary level is vital,
she believes and should not be post-
poned to the secondary or intermedi-
ate level.

Students who retain a second lan-
guage, she noticed, have a higher level
of competence, better listening and
sound discrimination skills, benefit
from understanding cultural influences,
as well as the mechanics of a language.
She added that these pupils are often
better readers in their own language.

“The longer they are exposed to a
foreign language,” she stated, “the
greater the chances at being fluent in
that language.”

My Goal As an Educator: It is
important to Mrs. Brunhofer that
she instills a love for language and
an understanding of different cul-
tures. She encourages students to
translate the classroom experiences
to the real world.

As an educator, she said she wants
to keep learning.

“Everyday I realize a new way to
do something that makes me excited
about what I do, which is especially
important when relating to little
kids,” she said.

Home Life: Mrs. Brunhofer has
been married to her husband, Rich,
for 18 years. He maintains his own
CPA firm. All of their three chil-
dren are highly active in sports and
love to sail. Her eldest child, An-
drew, is a sophomore at Westfield
High School, her middle daughter,
Lauren, is an eighth grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, and
her youngest daughter, Kimberly,
is a fourth grader at Wilson El-
ementary School.

REFINING READING…Scotch Plains-Fanwood sixth grade teachers partici-
pate in a reading roundtable as part of a recent professional development
activity. Language Arts Supervisors Carol Senff and Diane Kelly led the session
in which the grade level teachers in all academic subjects shared strategies and
brainstormed ideas for the alignment of the sixth grade reading curriculum
with the content areas in the district’s middle schools, where reading instruction
is delivered by content teachers.

TRÉS BIEN…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Lauren Haertlein, right,
is congratulated by her Advanced Placement French teacher, Maria Olsen, for
winning First Place in a French writing contest sponsored by the French Embassy.
The contest celebrated the 300th anniversary of the death of the writer Charles
Perrault. Students of French from throughout the tri-state area participated in the
world language contest. Lauren’s winning entry, a short story written in Perrault’s
style, was selected as the best work among all 11th and 12th grade entrants.

Holy Trinity School in WF
Reports Honor Roll Pupils

WESTFIELD – Dorothy Szot, Prin-
cipal of Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield announced the names of
honor roll students for the first marking
period of the 2003-2004 school year.

To qualify for the honor, students must
earn a 3.5 grade average or above, with
no grades lover than a “B-” and no
incomplete marks in any subject. Pupils
placed on the Principal’s List must ob-
tain all “A”s with a 4.0 grade point
average or higher.

First Honors are given to students
with a 3.8 grade point average, while
Second Honors are given to students
with a 3.5 grade point average.

PRINCIPAL’S LIST : GRADE 6
Jessica Mondon Meghan Salvati
Catherine Munkittrick Patricia Whitehead

PRINCIPAL’S LIST : GRADE 7
Matthew Berka Ann Fiedler
Kristen DeLorenzo Laura Traflet

PRINCIPAL’S LIST  : GRADE 8
Claire Moryan Kathryn Salvati
Megan Rauch Sean Smith

FIRST HONORS : GRADE 6
Carraugh Ball Conor Laughlin
Kevin Basso Sean O’Connor
Lorraine Cambria Kristi Peyton

Richard Knapp Jennifer Sgalardi
Elaina Kujawski Benjamin Stracquatanio
Agatha Kuza Claire Teasdale

Caroline Williams

FIRST HONORS : GRADE 7
Michelle Ball Nikita Fraser
Benjamin Camargo Kathryn Ilg
John Caldora Robert Granstrand
Ashling Coffey Margeaux Hedley
Marie DiIorio Matthew Mullman
Emily Fennik Kristen Schmicker
Jeanne Fitzpatrick Camille Trognone

Kristen Wright

FIRST HONORS : GRADE 8
Daniel Convery Alexandra Knapp
Augustin Gibbons Daniel LiVolsi
Luke Granstrand Patrick McGowan
Carolyn Haggerty Andrew Realmuto

Cynthia Ritter

SECOND HONORS : GRADE 6

Dylan Boegel Alessandra Manduca

SECOND HONORS : GRADE 7
Kinya Alexander John Doyle

Krisy Grawehr

SECOND HONORS : GRADE 8
Scott Muldoon Luke Power

Keith Zukowski

SPFHS Merit Scholars Told;
Alexander Named Semifinalist

SCOTCH PLAINS — Karen
McDermott, Supervisor of Counsel-
ing in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public Schools, announced recently
that Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) senior Flora
Alexander has been named a Semifi-
nalist in the 2004 National Merit
Scholarship Competition.

This designation identifies Flora
as among the 16,000 highest scoring
students nationwide on the PSAT/
NMSQT exam of verbal, math, and
writing skills.

Over 1.3 million students partici-
pated in the qualifying test as part of
this national program, and Semifinal-
ists were designated on a state repre-
sentational basis to ensure that aca-
demically able young people from all
parts of the United States are recog-
nized.

To become finalists, Flora and the
other semifinalists must maintain
records of very high academic per-
formance, be endorsed and recom-
mended by their school principals,

earn SAT scores that confirm their
earlier qualifying test perfor-
mance, and submit detailed schol-
arship applications that include an
essay and information about their
school leadership and community
activities.

In addition, 11 SPFHS seniors
achieved Commended Student sta-
tus as part of the national competi-
tion.

Students Jessica Cavanagh,
Hannah Greenspan, Joe Malchow,
Zachary McGuire, Joshua Parker,
Christopher Russo, Jessica Schink,
Victoria Shelus, Michael Thompson,
Nancy Twu, and Kathryn Zinman
are among approximately 34,000
high scorers who received Letters of
Commendation in recognition of their
outstanding academic promise.

Ms. McDermott also announced
that senior Ryan Aspell was recog-
nized as a Scholar in the College
Board’s National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program.

This program, founded in 1983,
provides national recognition of the
exceptional academic achievements
of Hispanic high school seniors and
identifies them to post secondary
institutions.

Approximately 3,300 students re-
ceived this designation out of the
124,000 self-identified students na-
tionwide who sought consideration
in the program.

Erratum
Park Middle School in Scotch

Plains accidentally omitted the
name of seventh grader Paul
Koprowski from the First Mark-
ing Period Regular Honor Roll
for the 2003-2004 academic year.

Winter Session 
December 29th to

January 15th

For More Information
call (908)709-7518 

All classes held on 
the Cranford Campus

EARN A FULL SEMESTER OF CREDIT IN JUST 3 WEEKS! 

Add UCC to your
Winter Forecast...
Add UCC to your
Winter Forecast...
Add UCC to your
Winter Forecast...

Invest in a Charitable Gift Annuity
from Children’s Specialized
Hospital Foundation. By doing so,
you’ll guarantee regular, lifetime
income for yourself, your spouse, or
your family – and provide America’s
largest pediatric rehabilitation hospital
with the resources it needs to help
more kids recover from traumatic
injuries and illnesses every day.

Gift Annuities start at $5,000 and
deliver a host of tax benefits. Go to
www.childrens-specialized.org/annuity
to calculate your potential annuity
income. For more information, 
call us today at 908-301-5410.

With our annuity, there’s
payback every day.

C H A R I T A B L E G I F T A N N U I T Y

150 New Providence Rd, Mountainside, NJ 07092
www.childrens-specialized.org

Children’s Specialized Hospital is an Affiliate Member 
of the Robert Wood Johnson Health System.

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write” - a uniquely effective writing technique

For the Bright Child

with a Surprising Academic Weakness

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

GENEROUS YOUNGSTERS…The first grade classes at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains are remembering our military troops in Iraq during this
holiday season. Class letters to several soldiers were written and included in
packages filled with hot chocolate, soup, tea, coffee, razors, toothpaste and other
items the soldiers might enjoy. Representing the three first grades and pictured,
clockwise, from bottom left, are: Steven Skubish, Jessica Yu, Philip Tice,
Tommy Smyth, Megan Burke, and Danielle Scheu.
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– Obituaries –Frank P. Proto, 84, Tool and Die Maker;
Played For Newark Bears During 1930s
Frank P. Proto, 84, of Brick died on

Wednesday, December 3, at home.
Born in Plainfield, he had been a

resident of Scotch Plains before relo-
cating to Brick 17 years ago.

Prior to retiring, Mr. Proto had
been employed as a tool and die
maker with the Ullrich Copper Co. in
Kenilworth.

He had been a minor league base-
ball player for the Newark Bears
during the 1930s.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years,
Olga Gerencser Proto; two daugh-
ters, Linda San Filippo and Lorri
Palmer, and four grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
December 6, from the O’Brien Fu-

neral Home in Brick. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Dominic’s Roman
Catholic Church in Brick.

December 18, 2003

Louis Rizzo, Jr., 63, Business Owner;
Was Past President of Clark Jaycees

Grace A. Cubbage, 75, Was Secretary
For Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

Josephine Di Maio, 89
Josephine Greco Di Maio, 89, of

Garwood died on Monday, Decem-
ber 8, at Southern Ocean Nursing
Center in Manahawkin.

Born in Oakmont, Pa., she had re-
sided in Westfield for 25 years before
moving to Garwood 10 years ago.

Mrs. Di Maio was a homemaker.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Frank P. Di Maio.
Surviving are a daughter, Teresa

Wunderlich; a son, Patrick Di Maio;
two brothers, John Greco and Joseph
Greco; two sisters, Nancy Checchio
and Marie Greco, and two grandsons.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
December 13, from the Dooley Co-
lonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue
in Westfield. A Mass of Christian
Burial followed at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Entombment took place at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association
Greater New Jersey Chapter, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville
07834-1365.
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Louis Martino, 88, Owned Barbershop;
Served In Navy Aboard USS Bataan

Olga Louise, 88, Executive Secretary;
Was Past President of Woman’s Club

Louis R. Rizzo, Jr., 63, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, December
6, at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hos-
pital in New York City.

Born in Rahway, he lived in Scotch
Plains for 30 years.

Mr. Rizzo was the owner of L.R.R.
Sales Inc. in Scotch Plains for four
years. Prior to that, he had co-owned
Representatives Inc. of New Hyde
Park, N.Y. for 15 years. He had also
owned Town Hardware in Clark, a
family-owned business, for many
years.

In 1962, he was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in economics from
the University of Pennsylvania and
was a member of Kappa Sigma Fra-
ternity.

Mr. Rizzo served in the United
States Army during the Vietnam War
as an assistant quartermaster at Fort

Dix.
He was a past president of the

Clark Jaycees and former Vice-Presi-
dent of the New Jersey Jaycees. Mr.
Rizzo also was a former member of
the Clark Chamber of Commerce
and former director of the New York/
New Jersey Houseware Club.

Surviving are his wife of 40 years,
Carol Hill Rizzo; a son, Louis R.
Rizzo, 3rd; a daughter, Elizabeth
Zuppone; a sister, Kira Cooper, and
a grandson.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, December 10, from the
Lehrer-Gibilisco Funeral Home in
Rahway. A Mass followed at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment took place at St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Cemetery in Clark.

December 18, 2003

Olga R. Louise, 88, of Westfield
died on Monday, December 8, at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains.

Born in New York City, she was
raised in Tampa, Fla. and resided in
Westfield for 60 years.

Mrs. Louise had been an executive
secretary for American Home Prod-
ucts, located in the Empire State
Building in New York City. She re-
tired in 1978 after many years of
employment.

A Past President of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield, she also was a
member of the Westfield Civic
Club and the Friends of Animals
Association. She additionally be-
longed to the Friday Niters and the
Round Towners, both dance clubs
in the area.

She was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Mary Louise.

Surviving are her husband of 57
years, Samuel J. Louise; a daughter,
Janet Louise of Scotch Plains, and a
son, Ronald Louise of Texas.

Graveside services were held on
Wednesday, December 10, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield,
under the direction of the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-

enue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made

to one’s local animal shelter or to
Deborah Hospital, P.O. Box 820,
Browns Mills, 08015-0820.
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Grace A. Cubbage, 75, of
Cranford died on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, at Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital in Rahway.

Born in Union City, she had lived
in Scotch Plains and New Provi-
dence before moving to Cranford
four years ago.

Mrs. Cubbage had been employed
as a secretary for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education for
30 years, retiring in 1995.

She was predeceased by two hus-
bands, Joseph M. Knopic and Arthur

W. Cubbage.
Surviving are a daughter,

Geraldine Fedorchak of Cranford;
two stepsons, Arthur W. Cubbage,
Jr. and Jeff Cubbage; two grand-
children and five step-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, December 10, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue, West, in Cranford. Inter-
ment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Fairview.

December 18, 2003

Louis J. Martino, 88, of
Mountainside died on Tuesday, De-
cember 9, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Staten Island, N.Y., he
lived in Cranford and Springfield
before relocating to Mountainside
45 years ago.

Mr. Martino had owned a barber
shop in Westfield for many years,
and for the last few years he worked
at Vic’s Barber Shop in Scotch Plains.

A United States Navy veteran of
World War II, he served aboard the
USS Bataan.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Mary D. Martino, earlier this year, and

by a stepson, Francis Welch, in 1997.
Surviving is a sister, Nancy

Erlandson of Valley Cottage, N.Y.
A Mass of Christian Burial was

offered on Friday, December 12, at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.
Burial took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Mountainside Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 1385 Route 22,
East, Mountainside 07092.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

CLEARANCE!

476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:

•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the

Medicaid confusion?

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Mary M. Kontra, 90
Mary M. Glen Kontra, 90, of

Mountainside died on Saturday, De-
cember 13, at her home.

Born in Dante, Va., she had lived in
Roselle Park for 29 years before re-
locating to Mountainside 33 years
ago.

Mrs. Kontra was the owner/opera-
tor and Vice President of the United
Die Company in Kearny for the past
60 years, and was still working at the
time of her death.

She was active with the Church of
the Assumption Rosary Society in
Roselle Park and the Our Lady of
Lourdes Rosary Society in
Mountainside.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Kontra, and a grandson,
Michael Kontra.

Surviving are a son, John Kontra
of Mountainside; a daughter, Marion
Martin of Westfield; a sister, Lillian
Maley; four grandchildren and four
great-grandsons.

A Funeral Mass was held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 17, at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.
Burial took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
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Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.westfield.emsnetnj.net

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!
Happy Holidays

www.goleader.com/subscribe

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Gift Subscriptions

The Present that
keeps giving
all year round

(908) 232-4407

DEATH NOTICE
Ralph F. Sorrentino, 34

Ralph Francis Sorrentino, 34, of
Kissimmee, Fla. died on Friday, De-
cember 12, at his residence.

Born in Plainfield, Ralph grew up
in Middlesex and in 1977 moved
with his family to Scotch Plains. He
moved to Woodbridge in 1995 and
settled in Kissimmee with his family
in 2001.

Ralph graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
then attended and graduated from
Kean College with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Accounting.

Throughout his youth, Ralph won
many awards and championships in
youth wrestling. After graduating
college and while working as an
accountant, Ralph went back to his
roots and became a wrestling coach
with the youth wrestling program in
Westfield.

He was the beloved husband of
Ann Marie (nee Appezzato)
Sorrentino; cherished father of
Brianna and Tyler; loving son of
Anastasia Konick and her husband,
John, and of Michael Sorrentino and
his wife, Mary, and caring brother of
Michael J., Jr., Stacy M. Bischoff,
Kimberly A. Sorrentino-Rolnick and
Cynthia L. Sorrentino-Segura. He is
also survived by many step-brothers
and step-sisters.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, December 19, from
the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
A Funeral Mass will follow at 10
a.m. at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Committal services will take
place at Somerset Hills Memorial
Park in Basking Ridge.

Visitation will be today, Thursday,
December 18, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m.
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John E. Wiese, 83, Was Merck Chemist;
Active With Church Groups in Rahway

Adrienne Knox, 38, Had Been Reporter;
Taught English Composition at College
Adrienne Knox, 38, of East Or-

ange died on Wednesday, December
10, at her home.

Born in Newark, she was raised in
Fanwood and had also formerly re-
sided in Edison. A graduate of Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, she earned a degree in jour-
nalism from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity in 1987.

Ms. Knox had recently begun
teaching English composition at
Essex County College in Newark.
Previously, she had been a reporter
for 11 years with The Star-Ledger,
covering sports, higher education and
general assignment topics.

After leaving the newspaper in
1998, she worked at several media
jobs while studying for her master’s
degree in communications at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. She
was awarded her degree last year.

Surviving are her father, Charles
Knox, and her mother, Mary Knox,
both of East Stroudsburg, Pa., and
two sisters, Lisa Brown of Pine Hill
and Stephanie Knox of West Orange.

A service was held yesterday,
Wednesday, December 17, at the
Whigham Funeral Home in Newark.
Burial took place at Graceland Me-
morial Park in Kenilworth.

December 18, 2003

John E. Wiese, 83, of Edison died
on Sunday, December 14, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Rahway, he had been a
Fanwood resident before relocating
to Edison 16 years ago.

A chemist at Merck & Co. in Rahway
for 43 years, Mr. Wiese retired in 1985
as the chief of quality standards.

He was awarded a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1942.

Mr. Wiese was church historian
and a Sunday school teacher at the
Trinity United Methodist Church in

Rahway. He also was a member of
the Methodist Men’s Club in Rahway
and held the position of secretary/
treasurer of the Rahway Church Ath-
letic Association.

Additionally, he belonged to the
National Rifle Association and was a
charter member and life member of
the New Jersey Arms Collectors Club
in Kenilworth, for which he served in
various executive positions.

Surviving are his wife, Marilyn
Reiss Wiese; three sons, David Wiese,
John Wiese and Douglas Wiese; three
daughters, Kathryn Elguicze,
Suzanne Seilus and Patricia Free-
man; a sister, Dorothy Radtke, and
10 grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, December 18,
at the Lehrer-Gibilisco Funeral Home
in Rahway. Interment will take place
at Cloverleaf Memorial Park in
Woodbridge.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Diabetes Association, 1701 N.
Beauregard Street, Alexandria, Va.
22311 or to a favorite charity.
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More Area/Community News

‘Tree of Hope’ Program Seeks
Donations for Terminally Ill
ELIZABETH — “Tree of Hope,”

a program sponsored by Union
County Sheriff’s Officers, is seeking
donations of toys and clothing for
terminally ill, abused and suffering
children this holiday season. Dona-
tions of cash to help provide addi-
tional donations are also being
sought.

Now in its 8th year, “Tree of Hope”
provides gifts for children with ter-
minal illnesses, who have been vic-
timized by domestic violence, and
whose lives have been affected by
HIV/AIDS.

“At this time of year, the suffering
of children is especially poignant.
For eight years, this small group of
Sheriff’s Officers has done a tremen-
dous job in helping them. I call on
everyone in Union County who can
lend a hand to please join in this

effort,” Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said.
Contributions of money, toys and

clothing can be sent to: Tree of
Hope, P.O. Box 4, Kenilworth, N.J.
07033. For more information, please
call Sgt. Marianne Hopko at (908)
527-4440.

Asm. Bramnick Selected
To GOP Policy Committee

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) has been se-
lected to serve on the Assembly Re-
publican Policy Committee during
the 211th Legislative Session.

Chaired by Assemblyman Kevin
O’Toole (R-40), the policy commit-
tee will help formulate the Assembly
Republican legislative agenda dur-
ing the next two years.

As a member of this committee,
Mr. Bramnick will travel throughout
New Jersey to discuss issues with
concerned citizens.

“I look forward to initiating a dia-
logue with the citizens of New Jersey
and formulating policies which truly
represent their concerns,” said Asm.
Bramnick.

“I am honored to have been asked
by the minority leader to serve in this
capacity,” he remarked. “The As-
sembly Republicans must have an
articulate and compelling legislative
agenda which will cross party lines
to best serve the citizens of this state.”

Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
Walter F. Lestarchick, Jr., 53, a

lifelong resident of Scotch Plains,
died on Saturday, December 6, from
injuries he sustained as the result of
an automobile accident in Plainfield.

Mr. Lestarchick was employed
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district as a building and
grounds operator for 20 years.

He was a member of the Local No.
102 Teamsters Union.

He played shortstop many years
ago for the New York Yankees AAA
organization.

Surviving are his wife, Karyn
Lestarchick, and a son, Christopher
Lestarchick.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
December 6, at the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to a scholarship fund established in
Mr. Lestarchick’s memory. They can
be forwarded to Kathleen Shelus, 72
Russell Road, Fanwood 07023.

December 18, 2003

Helen B. Feindt, 67
Helen B. Feindt, 67, of Forked

River died on Tuesday, December 9,
at University Hospital in Newark.

Born in Jersey City, she had been
a resident of Kenilworth before relo-
cating to Forked River in 1989.

Mrs. Feindt was employed for 19
years as an executive secretary with
Lord & Taylor in Westfield.

Surviving are two sons, Mark
LaPrete and Vincent LaPrete; three
daughters, Susan Bishop, Debra
LaMantia and Janet Andersen; her
mother, Josephine Rosenzweig; a
sister, Shirley Corcoran, and seven
grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, December
13, at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church in Barnegat. Interment fol-
lowed at St. Mary’s Parish Cemetery
in Manahawkin.

The Bugbee-Riggs Funeral Home
in Barnegat was in charge of the
arrangements.

December 18, 2003
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Golden Lights HONORED MUSICIAN…Cellist
Carl Baron of Westfield, a member of
the New Jersey Youth Symphony, was
selected through competitive auditions
as a 2003-2004 merit scholarship win-
ner. The grants were provided by the
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
of Summit. Carol performed concer-
tos at the November 15 competition at
the New Jersey Youth Symphony in
Murray Hill. The grant will assist Carl
in his private music studies during the
academic year.

CONCERT ON TAP…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield will be filled
with the musical sounds of the Choral Art Society of New Jersey on Saturday,
January 17, at 8 p.m.

HHHHHayayayayaydn, Bdn, Bdn, Bdn, Bdn, Brrrrruckner Suckner Suckner Suckner Suckner Selectionselectionselectionselectionselections
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WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey will per-
form Haydn’s “Mass in Time of
War” (Paukenmesse) and “Four
Motets” of Anton Bruckner on
Saturday, January 17, at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Society Music Director James
Little, who will conduct the perfor-
mance, will be joined by soloists

soprano Andi Cambell, mezzo-so-
prano Sharon Morrison, tenor
Matthew Hughes, and bass Dale
Livingston. The society’s or-
chestra wil l  accompany the
chorus.

General admission is $15,
while senior citizen and student
admission is $10. All tickets will
be avaiable for purchase at the
door.

The MThe MThe MThe MThe Missing: issing: issing: issing: issing: AnAnAnAnAn
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

At the outset of The Missing, a West-
ern with a mystical twist from director
Ron Howard, daughter Dot (Jenna
Boyd) clamors outside the outhouse
door to inform her doctor Mom (Cate
Blanchett) of a patient’s arrival.

‘Ooo, outhouse,’ we surmise. ‘This
is going to be realistic.’ But, if we are to
go by this account of a kidnapping in
New Mexico, circa 1885, and the hair-
raising pursuit to retrieve the afore-
mentioned doctor’s other daughter
(Evan Rachel Wood), we must assume
that, for the next few days, no one again
uses the facilities. Nary another out-
house is visited.

In other words, we have been had. It
was just a dramatic trick to make us
think we were discovering the vanish-
ing, pre-plumbed West with a renewed
authenticity. It doesn’t quite work here,
it goes hand in hand with the publicity
that has preceded and accompanied the
arrival of this film, adapted by screen-
writer Ken Kaufman from the novel by
Thomas Edison.

The hubbub is that Howard has now
ventured to darker climes and has
thrown down the directorial gauntlet
and declared his risk taking. But, de-
spite a moment here or there, The Miss-
ing is pretty much a traditional Western
and not a bad one at that. But, if you’re
looking for straight up naturalism in
your horse operas, McCabe and Mrs.
Miller (1971) is still the archetype.

True, there is plenty of evil here, and
probably the worst villain to besmirch
the Pecos since Blue Duck terrified us
in Lonesome Dove (1989). However,
there’s nothing very new about the bad
guy having satanic tendencies. That
seems to be the case with Chidin, an
Apache recently escaped from the res-
ervation.

Leading a loathsome gang, Chidin
abducts women and sells them into
slavery just across the Mexican border,
which explains the fate of Lily
Gilkeson, the teenaged daughter por-
trayed by Evan Rachel Wood. Cap-
tured en route to the fair in town, where
she had so hoped to witness Edison’s
new talking machine, Lily is punished
for taking a day off from her ranch
duties.

Meanwhile, and quite conveniently,
Dr. Maggie Gilkeson’s long-lost dad,
played by Tommy Lee Jones, has made
an unwelcome visit to his daughter. He
seems to be an Indian and it is apparent
that the two have issues. It is also appar-
ent that the filmmaker would like the
source of this enmity to serve as a prized
dramatic sub-plot for viewers to ponder.

Well, we ponder a bit, but the antici-
pated answers come forth a tad too slowly,
and, once unraveled, the mystery of fa-
ther and daughter’s estrangement proves
not all that intriguing. The only the action
portions of Howard’s film prove worthy
of our true interest and, in this respect,
Jones doesn’t fail to deliver. He is Samuel
Jones, a hunter, drifter and adventurer
who has divided his time between Native
Americans and the white man.

Now, seeking redemption following
the advice of a shaman, he arrives with
a handful of guilt money and a rib that
needs healing. Observing her profes-
sional ethics, Maggie tends to the in-
jury; she refuses the cash. Then the
tragedy occurs.

Realizing this is no time for pride,
the frontierswoman solicits Samuel’s
help in tracking down Lily and her
captors. The chase is on. While the
twists and turns that comprise the rous-
ing events that follow add no nuances
to the genre, solid acting certainly keeps
things seat-edged and absorbing.

The action is affecting. Naturally,
there is none among this readership
who would wish to exact revenge in
real life. Still, there is no discounting
the vicarious desire The Missing en-
genders in us to give that evil Chidin
what for. The nerve of him. The unmiti-
gated gall. We hate him.

It’s obvious that this bad hombre,
menacingly etched by Eric Schweig,
isn’t just in it for the money. He may
cloak his real motivation with talk of
paying back the white invaders, but our
instincts suggest that his rampage is
nothing less than the fomentations of a
self-absorbed madman.

So, for all its claims otherwise, what

The Missing distills down to is a fight
between good and evil. Which leaves
us to ask, “So, what about it?”

Whether or not this colorful exercis-
ing of the filmgoer’s viscera somehow
assuages our being endlessly kept on
hold by the bank treated rudely by
supermarket clerks or cheated by dis-
ingenuous politicians is another mat-
ter. As for the entertainment process
itself, we might as well be right back in
the Roman Coliseum. At this point in
our civilization, most of us would like
a bit more.

What we have here, aside from the
wagonloads of suspense and gun-fight-
ing aplenty, is the usual daddy-daugh-
ter reconciliation saga, replete with
clichés so old they have saddle sores.
But, the acting makes it work. And
after a dearth of cowpoke tales, it’s nice
to revisit the sagebrush, the majestic
buttes and the pastel vistas.

What short-circuits Howard’s effort,
what most keeps it from being the
dark-edged, spiritually inclined West-
ern it aspires to be, is a lack of commit-
ment. The foray into mysticism is half-
baked and the magic is gimmicky and
willy-nilly. There is no real risk taken
here, only a hesitation to truly experi-
ment. And since he who hesitates is
lost, The Missing proves an appropri-
ate title in more ways than one.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) will sponsor holi-
day performances at sites down-
town on Saturday, December 20
and Sunday, December 21. From
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, The
Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
will perform. Next, from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., The Yuletide
Carolers, dressed in Dickens attire,
will keep shoppers in the holiday
spirit. Also on Saturday, Escape -
Women’s Barbershop Quartet will
sing throughout the town from 1 to
3 p.m. On Sunday, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts will offer
Alp Horns and Entertainment from
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call the DWC at
(908) 789-9444.

*  *  *  *  *
Antioch Chamber Ensemble will

present “An Antioch Christmas”
on Saturday, December 20, at 7
p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
located at the at the intersection of
Woodland and DeForest Avenues
in Summit. The performance will
be followed by a dessert reception
and the introduction of its new CD,
Winter Songs. Antioch is an 11-
voice chamber ensemble of young
singers, and they will sing some of
the season’s best-loved carols and
anthems, including “Three Carol-
Anthems” by Herbert Howells, and
“A Boy Was Born” by Benjamin
Britten. Tickets to the concert and
the reception are $25.

*  *  *  *  *
To see over a million lights-a-

twinklin’, in a two-mile drive of
180 different displays, visit the
PNC Bank Arts Center in Holmdel.
Their annual Holiday Light Spec-
tacular is opened from dusk until
10 p.m. daily. On your way out, be
sure to stop at Holiday Village for
that special photo op with Santa,
or to bring home decorative
wreaths, trees, and holiday good-
ies. It will run you $12 per car, or
$30 per van, so load up as many as
you safely are able, and go for it.
Take the Garden State Parkway to
exit 116, and follow the signs. It
lasts until Sunday, January 4.

*  *  *  *  *
Make your reservations now for

Liberty Hall Museum’s “From St.
Nicholas to Santa Claus,” a tour of
the holidays through the ages, from
1772-1942. A docent will lead you
through five different styles of holi-
day celebrations, for the admission
price of $6 through $12. Call them
at (908) 527-0400. If you go on
Saturday, December 20, the kids
can participate in the Gingerbread
House Workshop, but you’ll need
to reserve a spot for that, too.
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County Symphony Orchestra is
regularly funded by the
Monmouth County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. The New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra,
which is the resident orchestra of
the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center, receives multiple fund-
ing from the Hudson County and
Mercer County Freeholders. Fi-
nally, the Camden County Board
of Chosen Freeholders makes
room in its budget for the
Haddonfield Symphony Orches-
tra.

While the WSO, which main-
tains an operating budget of about
$500,000, monies received from
large corporations like Merck &
Co., Inc., PNC Bank, Fleet Pri-
vate Clients Group are difficult
to rely on from year to year be-
cause their budgets are also
strained and stretched. Donation
guidelines have recently changed
for the Bergen Foundation, a past
WSO contributor, however,
Scarmolin Trust, Standish Foun-
dation, and Westfield Founda-
tion have steadily joined in sup-
porting the WSO. Finally, The
Friends of the WSO annually do-
nates approximately $25,000. All
of these charitable donations ac-
count for two-thirds of the WSO
budget, and ticket sales cover
one-third of the spending plan.

DiNegro noted that, while there
are not a lot of large corporations
to turn to in Union County for
funding, the WSO recently
formed a committee to explore
other foundations and corpora-
tions to create a community spon-
sorship plan for smaller busi-
nesses on a smaller order or
$2,500 to $5,000. While this is a
highly formidable goal, we still
believe the county must also
shoulder some portion of the
organization’s funding.

Perhaps the recent raises, so
shamelessly accepted by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, might have been
scaled back as a selfless sacrifice
for its county orchestra. Espe-
cially if our elected county offi-
cials sincerely stake a claim of
caring about the well-rounded
education of its young residents
and its residents who rose to
their feet in applause after a free
WSO concert in the park. Per-
haps, if nothing else, these con-
certs were always a key oppor-
tunity for freeholders to take an
extra bow and pass out pencils,
propaganda, and key chains. Not
to mention the brilliant photo-
op for soon-to-be reelected free-
holders.

The County Freeholders must
look beyond themselves in craft-
ing the 2004-2005 budget, rees-
tablish a solid place for funding
the WSO, and not leave the orga-
nization out in the cold like an
orphan evicted by its wealthy
family.
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Walnut Street Theatre, New Domin-
ion Chorale, Choristers of Upper
Dublin, the Opera Company of Phila-
delphia, Rockwell Productions’ Me-
dia Theater, the Ash Lawn-High-
lands Summer Festival, the Swedish
Festival in Stockholm the Musicians
Club, the Queen Elizabeth II cruise
ship, the Philadelphia Festival of the
Arts, and numerous others.

So it should come as no surprise
that when little Luke hears the word
“soprano” he immediately blurts out
“Mama! Mama!” He even sings his
“ABC”s with the same verve and
alacrity as his mother.

After January, Francis Scanlon,
who has a Baby Grand piano in her
living room, will begin offering
private voice lessons. In Philadel-
phia, she taught 15 students – some
were high school girls and others
were adults — and offered master
classes.

A new parishioner at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield,
she would like to begin cantoring as
well. She was a cantor at Epiphany of
Our Lord Catholic Church and St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church in the
Philadelphia suburbs.

To see Francis Scanlon make her
Westfield debut with the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, please call
(908) 232-9400 for tickets to the
New Year’s Eve concert.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Francis Scanlon
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the holiday season causes the en-
semble to add more performances to
the roster.

Golden Lights Director Gail
Tornquist, who is also a professional
interpreter for the deaf, included
some vocal performances into the
“Celebration” repertoire.

Above all, the Golden Lights in-
corporates the love of God into their
presentations, making their shows
joyous and comforting to their audi-
ence.

“We are dedicated and the com-
mitted to this ministry, whether we
sing before a small or large group,
residents in a nursing home, or at a
banquet of retirees. We all feel we
have a message to share with any
audience,” concluded Tornquist, who
said she looks forward to presenting
“Celebration” in the upcoming year.

Regarding the public reaction to
their performances, Tornquist said,
“The response has been so positive
because we include old songs that
they can sing along with — and we
also include hymns.”

“We throw in some music along
the way with a pianist and a trumpet
player,” said Tornquist, “…and at
one point we all play the kazoo.”

Tornquist also directs The Shining
Lights, a children’s performance
group founded 20 years ago at the
Evangel Church. The Shining Lights
consists of 66 members and, like the
Golden Lights, perform during the
year.

The Golden Lights recently per-
formed for the Long Hill Women’s
Club in Stirling and performed on
December 15 at the Iselin Senior
Citizen Center in Iselin.

For more information about the
Golden Lights, please contact the
Evangel Church at (908) 322-9300.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The works of Fine
Artist and Master Printmaker Edward
Fausty were recently on exhibit at Union
County College’s Tomasulo
Gallery in Cranford.

Entitled “111 First Street,”
Fausty’s exhibit is a series of
prints of a Jersey City build-
ing that holds the studios of
over 200 artists and
craftspeople, including his
own. Known as the “Power-
house Arts District,” the area
and the artists who work
there, is being threatened by
re-development and soaring
rents.

In addition to being
Fausty’s personal memo-
rial, “111 First Street” of-
fers a simultaneous theme.

“A viewer to the exhibit will see a
sneak peak inside the studios of work-
ing artists, both the beauty and the
chaos that’s involved in the creative

process,” commented Valeri Larko,
Director of the Tomasulo Gallery.

Fausty used a technique known as
giclee to produce his prints, which
originate as photographs. The giclee
processes involved printing on plain
uncoated Arches cover, which is 100
percent rag cotton paper. An Epson

9000 wide-format printer splits the
ink, (giclee means “to split” in French),
creating the image dot by dot. The
result imparts to the photo a soft,
dreamy quality reminiscent of pastels

or watercolors.
Fausty holds a Master of Fine Arts

degree in Photography from Yale
School of Art. He has been the
recipient of a National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA)
and a Creative Artists Pro-
gram Services (CAPS -later
NYFA) Grant in Photography
to document Manhattan’s
Lower East Side topography.

His critical reviews and other
writing have appeared in many
publications. Fausty’s work in
on exhibit at the Library of
Congress and Goldman Sachs,
Inc in New York City, and is
part of many corporate and
private collections.

Fausty hopes that his art-
work will draw attention to
the situation of his fellow

Jersey City artists and be used in
such a way as to support the preser-
vation of the “Powerhouse Art Dis-
trict” and keep rents affordable so
that the artists are able to remain in
the area.

To learn more about Fausty and his
work, visit www.edwardfausty.com.

“Macro Mei, Micro Me,” a 10-foot by 13.5-foot
inkjet print in three strips printed front and back by
Edward Fausty, taken at Victory Hall in Jersey City.
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Bridges and Bridge Zones in the New York Metro-
politan Area by Edward Fausty.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
awarded $88,200 from the 2004
Union County Arts Grant Program
to 43 Union County organizations
and presents of arts programs, as
well as $49,475 in the Second
Round of the HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grants to 39 non-profit
groups and artists.

The following roster shows local
individuals/groups who received
monies from the Arts Grant Pro-
gram, how the monies will be used,
and the total of the grant:

Westfield recipients:
Lenore Fishman-Davis, Arbor

Chamber Music Society, four cham-
ber music concerts with pre-concert
lectures — $2,800;

Ann Hoener, Choral Art Society, a
series of choral musical concerts —
$2,150;

Cynthia Smith, Westfield Com-
munity Players, annual series of the-
atrical productions — $3,050; and

Dr. Barbara Thomson, First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
“Mid-Day Musicales” series of half-
hour concerts — $1,700.

Fanwood recipients:
Holly Pedicone, Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital, instrumental en-
richment program for children with
disabilities — $2,000;

Johnny Wu, Chinese American
Cultural Association, performances
and classes in Chinese and Western
choral music — $1,500; and

Asit Ray, Garden State Cultural
Association, two East Indian-Ameri-
can cultural fall festivals – “Durga
Puga — $1,700.

Berkeley Heights recipients:
Lonny Brice, Raritan Valley Chap-

ter, The Links, a spring Black History
Mélange of the Arts — $1,600.

The following roster shows local
individuals/groups who received
monies from the HEART program,
how the monies will be used, and the
total of the grant:

Westfield:
Ahrre Maros, a series of “Coffee

with a Conscience” concerts —
$1,000;

Patricia Gagliardi of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, to support a
newly-formed drama club — $2,500;

Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a mu-
sic program for Plainfield students
and their parents — $1,500;

Garry Grimsley, Union County
Educational Services Commission,
for performing arts classes for 60
Elizabeth students, provided by the
Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre, attending Hillcrest
Academy — $2,500; and

Barry Rosenberg, Westfield Com-
munity Band, to record each of its
summer concerts as part of its 92nd
season — $250.

Scotch Plains:

Lydia Watson, for an interactive
workshop with students and traveling
exhibit of her own work — $500.

Fanwood:
Asit Ray, Garden State Cultural As-

sociation, for a multi-disciplinary per-
forming arts program as a part of a
weekend spring festival organized by
the Asian-Indian-American commu-
nity — $1,000; and

Virginia Dariani for vocal and
choreography coaching for a female
barbershop chorus — $700;

Berkeley Heights
Nancy Ori for the creation and exhi-

bition of fine art photographs of public
gardens in Union County — $1,500.

Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Prrrrroject Soject Soject Soject Soject Sets Dets Dets Dets Dets Deadlineeadlineeadlineeadlineeadline
FFFFFor or or or or YYYYYoung Poung Poung Poung Poung Playwrights Contestlaywrights Contestlaywrights Contestlaywrights Contestlaywrights Contest

CRANFORD – Union County stu-
dents in grades 9 to 12 are invited to
participate in the Second Annual
Young Playwrights Competition,
sponsored by the Theater Project at
Union County College.

Scripts at any stage of completion
are eligible. The deadline for sub-
mission is Saturday, January 31, 2004.
There is a $5 entry fee.

The contest was made possible by a
donation from local author Bill Mesce.

First, second and third prizewin-
ners will receive $300, $200, and
$100 U.S. Savings Bonds. The win-
ning scripts will be honored during
AT&T Family Week at the Theater
in March, when professional state
theaters offer free programming for
young people. The bonds will be
presented at that time.

To facilitate entry into the compe-
tition, Playwriting Workshops will
be offered by Jewel Seehaus-Fisher,
who’s Wilde Night in the Rockies was
produced by the Theater Project this
past summer.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts in Westfield will host one of the
workshops on Saturday, January 10,
from 9 a.m. to noon, while the sec-
ond workshop will be held on Sun-
day, January 18, at Stagestruck Kids
in New Providence from 2 to 4 p.m.

The workshops are open to stu-
dents in grades 9 to 12 and admission
is free to both workshops. Atten-
dance to the workshops is not a re-
quirement to enter the contest.

To register for a workshop or learn
more information, please call Mark
Spina at the Theater Project at (908)
659-5189 or Seehaus-Fisher at (732)
572-7340.
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SUMMIT – Summit Chorale will
hold auditions in all voice parts (so-
prano, alto, tenor and bass) on Tues-
day evenings, January 6 and 13, 2004
in the Drew University campus in
Madison.

To make an audition for January 6,
please call (908) 684-0995 or for a
January 13 audition, please call (732)
698-1433. Rehearsals are held on Tues-
days between 7:45 and 10:15 p.m.

The next concert, “Inspiration &
Consolation,” will include the Duruflé
Requiem at 8 p.m. on Saturday, March
6, in Summit. The following concert
will include the Brahms Requiem at 8
p.m. on Saturday, May 1 in Summit.
This concert will be accompanied by
a full symphony orchestra.
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By LISA M. BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Since its
inception eight years ago, a senior

citizen performance group from Evan-
gel Church in Scotch Plains, has en-
tertained and inspired members of
senior citizen and nursing homes, as-
sisted living centers, churches, and
more than 100 various other locations
in and around Union County.

Ginney McKenney, who, in addi-
tion to writing and presenting the
narration for their current presenta-
tion, also produced “Celebration”,
founded the Golden Lights. He is the
former mayor of Roselle Park and a
former member of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The group originally had 25 mem-
bers, but has since changed over time.

“We lost some members… some
passed away. But now we have 35 (in
the group),” Tornquist told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Participants in the Golden Lights
either attend Evangel Church, or are
regular parishioners.

Tornquist said, “There is no audi-
tion process…they just need to be
able to carry a tune.”

The group is motivated to enlighten
others with their free programs, truly
caring about their performances and
audience. They receive a small bud-
get from their church along with
some donations, which are always
welcome.

The group colors the lives of the
people they visit with their energy
and festive apparel, often seen wear-
ing Easter bonnets or green derby
hats, along with crimson vests.

Currently and throughout the year,
the ensemble offers its new presenta-
tion and fourth program entitled,
“Celebration,” which weaves humor,
spirit, and patriotism throughout their
presentations, along with secular
songs, songs that observe many holi-
days, duets, solos, and patriotic skits.

While the Golden Lights gener-
ally perform two shows per month,

Maureen Francis Scanlon

Lisa M. Basile for The Westfield Leader/The Times
HORN HERALDER…Paul
Gunderson would not want to toot his
own horn, but the good deeds done by
The Golden Lights make them shine.

Lisa M. Basile for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOYFUL REHEARSAL…Every rehearsal is merry and bright for The Golden
Lights ensemble of Evangel Church in Scotch Plains, as singers practice to raise
their voices and some spirits.
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Somewhere be-
tween soothing and diapering 7-
week old Colman and occupying
the active, exploratory imagina-
tion of Luke, who will turn 2 in
January, Maureen Francis Scanlon
would not seem like your average
soprano or opera star.

That is because she exceeds the
average. One of Westfield’s new-
est residents, Francis has kept au-
diences entranced at Carnegie Hall,
the National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, D.C. and Rome’s Festival
Lecco near Milan, Italy before ever
entertaining the idea of mother-
hood.

In fact, when she auditioned for
the role of “Rosina” in Il Barbiere
di Siviglia for the festival near
Milan, she didn’t realize she was
pregnant with Luke. When she took
the festival stage that summer in
2001, she was “kind of showing.”

“I guess you could say that I
made my European debut preg-
nant,” laughed Francis Scanlon dur-
ing an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Friday. Ironi-
cally enough, and much to the
challenge of the costumers, she
portrayed a 15-year-old virgin in a
New Orleans production of Il
Barbiere di Siviglia when she was
seven months pregnant with Luke.

Motherhood and music did not
always seem like the perfect mix,
Francis Scanlon admitted. Until
she noticed at an audition, three
weeks after Luke’s birth, that her
voice was “richer and darker.”
Something had changed and her
voice was even better than before.

“It opened up my voice,” she
related, adding that, as a mother,
she feels less pressure going into
interviews and on auditions. The
biggest hurdle, however, has been
trying to find a trustworthy, reli-
able babysitter to allow her the
flexibility often demanded by her
career.

Most women in her position,
without children, would need to
clear their schedules for 10 weeks
to a month in order to pursue larger
opportunities. However, Francis
Scanlon is content performing at
concerts and oratorios, such as the
upcoming New Year’s Eve con-
cert, “Fascinatin’ Rhythm: A Cel-
ebration of Gershwin & Porter
Classics” planned by the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra.

“But, I gave it to God,” she said.
“And, when you let go, that’s when
things really do take over.”

Now, besides juggling Luke and
Colman (the name means “little
dove” in Gaelic), Francis Scanlon
can handle one to two rehearsals or
one to two performances, and travel
has been cut down considerably.

Francis Scanlon’s first micro-
phone was the tube of her mother’s
vacuum cleaner.

“I would put on shows,” the so-

prano told The Leader/The Times,
“and took piano lessons through col-
lege.”

Francis Scanlon was born in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. and attended The Catholic
University of America in Washing-
ton, D.C., where she met her hus-
band, Michael, a Philadelphia na-
tive. When about 40 other girls audi-

tioned for a college production, “on
a fluke” Francis Scanlon joined a
friend in giving musical theater a
whirl. Maybe she would get a small
part. Instead, she was tapped for one
of the lead roles. Bit by the acting
bug, she decided to study musical
theater and obtained a Bachelor of

Music degree in Vocal Perfor-
mance.

After Catholic University, she
moved to New York, but chose
Temple University in Philadelphia
to obtain her Master of Music
degree in voice.

While at Temple, she got en-
gaged to Michael. Married eight
years this May, Francis Scanlon
had been commuting to New York
City from Philadelphia before she
and Michael decided to make a
permanent move to New Jersey.

Choosing between Westfield,
Maplewood, Millburn and other
towns, Francis Scanlon and her
family opted for Westfield because
it is strongly rooted in the arts. She
added that she knew how fortu-
nate Westfield residents were to
have their very own reputable sym-
phony orchestra.

“I wanted to be a part of that,”
she said.

Francis Scanlon first became
familiar with the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra when she partici-
pated in a musical outreach pro-
gram throughout New Jersey
schools with Music Director David
Wroe.

“He is very easy to work with,”
she said, adding that, when she
auditioned for the New Year’s Eve
concert, Maestro Wroe went to
her house.

However, before Francis
Scanlon came to the smaller venue
of Westfield, she performed with
the North Arkansas Symphony, the
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whether performing in the suburban, cozy nook of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, the more metropolitan hub of the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway, in the
wide open arena of a county park, or a
classroom, wherever they have trav-
eled, the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO), has extended its golden arm
of exemplary musicianship to the souls
of many, always mirroring itself proudly
as a backbone of the Westfield commu-
nity.

Designated the “Resident Orchestra
of Union County” during the 1999-
2000 season, the Freeholder Board fi-
nancially supported a “caravan” or se-
ries of education programs throughout
the county, as well as many free concerts held in county parks.
However, according to WSO Executive Director Nicole DiNegro,
county residents had to be deprived of those programs because the
Freeholders could not make room in their 2002-2003 and 2003-2004
budgets for the WSO.

WSO Music Director and
Conductor David Wroe

In fact, when the WSO received
county support, funding began at
$100,000, decreased to $60,000
the following year, and spiraled
sharply to a mere $30,000. Many
residents, DiNegro said, have
missed the free concerts and the
caravan. In an earlier telephone
interview, she stated that, when
the county stopped adding to the
coffers of its Resident Orchestra,
DiNegro asked if the ensemble
could keep its title. The county
agreed.

As admirable as the county’s
title seems, however, perhaps the
WSO’s reputation stands on its
own and the county got away
cheap by allowing the organiza-
tion to adopt its moniker without
feeling a modicum of guilt for
withholding every red cent.

Currently, the organization is
in the very early stages of formu-
lating a proposal, which would
ask the Freeholders to the WSO
back into its budget as a line
item. The proposal should be pre-
sented after the 1st of the year.

When asked if the outlook was
positive for placing the WSO back
into the county’s upcoming bud-
get, Susan Coen of the Division
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs
reported, “The county is under-
going significant funding diffi-
culties.” She directed The
Westfield Leader and The Times
to ask the “folks on the sixth
floor” about the possibility of
refunding the WSO. Public In-
formation Officer Sebastian
D’Elia said such inquiries were
“suppositional,” and stressed that
the Freeholders “always welcome
the arts.”

Yet, it seems near-hypocritical
and if nothing else, shines a grainy
light on county officials who
would financially abandon its
own orchestra. The Monmouth
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Are you making your list? Check-
ing it twice? You didn’t forget to
add books to your list, did you?

How do penguins
celebrate Christmas?
Why they shop, deco-
rate, cook and party!
The board book, “Get
Busy This Christmas!”
by Stephen Waterhouse
tells all about it. Color-
ful pictures accompany
the story, and the sturdy
cardboard pages make
this a perfect Christmas book for a
very young reader. It’s published by
Bloomsbury Children’s
Books.

Slightly older chil-
dren will adore Peter
Petrosky MacGregor
O’Toole. He just loves
winter! It’s the middle
of June and while the
rest of the world is deal-
ing with solar, Peter is
pining for polar! He
longs for snow so deep
that it reaches to his win-
dow — and he lives on
the 23rd floor! He hopes
it snows so hard that Santa’s reindeer
have to pull snowplows to clear all the
snow. “Totally Polar” by Marty Crisp
(Rising Moon Pub-
lishers) is a wonderful
read that early elemen-
tary school ages will
love, making it a great
book to give or to get.

It’s the night be-
fore Christmas and
Ernest, the miniature
donkey, can’t find his
friend, Chester the
white, draft horse. When Ernest
finally does find Chester, he learns

a valuable holiday lesson: being
with those you love is the best Christ-
mas gift of all. “Ernest’s Special
Christmas” by Laura T. Barnes

(Barnesyard Books) is
the newest adventure
in the award-winning
series of books starring
Ernest and his friends
from the farm. It’s a
book that will warm
your heart on the cold-
est of winter evenings.

One of the most
poignant Christmas
books to emerge in the

last few years is “Coal Country
Christmas,” by former Scotch Plains

elementary school
teacher, Elizabeth
Ferguson Brown. This
is a story of tradition,
memories and of the
importance of family.
“Coal Country Christ-
mas” is the Brown’s
first picture book. It is
published by Boyds
Mill Press.

Middle grade and
young adult readers will
enjoy “To Whom The
Angel Spoke,” the story

of the first Christmas from the shep-
herds’ point of view. This interesting
perspective of the Christmas story is

written by Terry Kay
in plain and easy-to-
understand lan-
guage. The book is
also graced with
lovely paintings. It
is published by
Peachtree Publish-
ers.

Hope you find
lots of books under

your tree and in your Christmas
stockings! Merry Christmas!!


