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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Molly Adams for The Westfield Leader
BLIZZARD WEEKEND...Melanie Johnson of Westfield is skiing through
Mindowaskin Park during the second part of the snow storm last Saturday.
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Freeholders Criticized for Pay Raises;
Honor SP-F PAL ‘D’ Football Team

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders held its combined
agenda and regular meeting on De-
cember 4. Although proceedings for
the most part were routine, many
members of the public in attendance
commented on a controversial new
ordinance enacting pay raises for
county officials and department
heads. There was also some new
information regarding the impend-
ing railroad reactivation, as well as a
special presentation made to a quick-
thinking group of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys.

The focus soon turned to the across-
the-board pay increases that were
introduced at the previous meeting.
The Freeholder board submitted an
ordinance entitled, “An ordinance
fixing the salaries of County offi-
cials and department heads.” The
ordinance also set the pay raises as
retroactive, meaning that the raises

not only apply to 2004, but also all of
2003.

Members of the public in atten-
dance questioned the pay raises –

particularly as they were retroactive
-- and several people asked the free-
holders to reject passage of the ordi-
nance. Elizabeth Cox, a Summit resi-
dent, felt that the timing was off with
respect to the raises.

“Deserving as you may be (of the
raises), I don’t think this is the time
to articulate retroactive (raises),” said
Ms. Cox, who also felt that George
Devanney’s 6 percent raise was “a bit
excessive” after only two years as
county manager.

Wally Shackell, a resident of
Cranford, opined that the recent trend

of rising local and county property
taxes called for the Freeholder board
to “set an example that they (the
freeholders) are serious about prop-
erty tax relief.”

“Please vote ‘no’ on this issue (of
pay raises),” said Mr. Shackell.

Among those present in the audi-
ence was Joe Renna, an independent
candidate for freeholder who lost in
this year’s election. He said that pub-
lic outcry was “too little, too late.”
Mr. Renna also expressed his skepti-
cism that the Freeholder board would
vote against the ordinance.

“You’re going to vote in favor of
(the pay raises), no matter what any-
one says,” said Mr. Renna.

Dorothy Ferte, from Linden, urged
the Freeholder board to back up the
pay raises with hard work in 2004.

“Let us see where our dollars are
going by doing a good job,” she said.

The ordinance passed unanimously
following the public comments.

Turning to the impending
Morristown & Erie (M&E) railroad
reactivation, the county responded
to some concerns made at a previous
meeting concerning the use of coal

Change Orders
Approved for
Latent Defects

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of
Education held an emergency
meeting on Thursday night to ap-
prove change orders from Paul
Otto Construction Company. The
change orders totaling $7,227 were
for replacing sump pumps, raising
the meter pit cover and building a
brick wall under the stage.

The board also approved pay-
ment for latent defects in the
amount of $52,971. The board
can only seek reimbursement
from Hartford Bonding Co. for
additional worked deemed a la-
tent defect. Latent defects refer to
any additional problems that arise
as a result of Randazzo Construc-
tion Company’s incompetence.

Board member John Perrin
questioned the submission of the
sump pumps as a change order,
as opposed to a latent defect,
stating that the pumps were work-
ing prior to Randazzo having
access to the building.

The board will be talking to
Paul Otto to determine if the
replacement of the pumps can be
invoiced as a latent defect so the
board can seek reimbursement
from Hartford for an additional
amount of $1,094.

Any change order that is not
considered a latent defect is the
responsibility of the board.

“Let us see where our dollars
are going by doing a good job,”

Dorothy Ferte, Linden resident

  Photo Courtesy of The Westfield ‘Y’s Men Club
BRAVING THE STORM...Westfielders braved the weekend snow storm to pick up their Christmas trees a the Y’s Men
sale on Elm Street. The family pictured above walked their tree home on a toboggan.
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Adjustment Bd. Grants
Third Level Addition

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because of the testimony from 20
members of the public regarding the
Temple Emanu-El application, 12
new appeals had to be carried over to
the January meeting of the Westfield
Board of Adjustment. In addition,
two more applications asked for an
extension until January.

However, the board will allow the
homeowners at 793 Lenape Trail,
519 Parkview Avenue and 229 Vir-
ginia Street additional time to make
applications.

The board also granted Paula and
Melanie Sawina of 639 Hanford Place
permission to erect a two-story addi-

tion as well as granted permission to
Elliot and Natalie Beneroff of 880
Winyah Avenue for a one-story addi-
tion.

Permission to erect a dormer above
the existing garage was granted to
David and Carla Molowa of 1030
Wychwood Road.

Lastly, Adam and Maribeth Shell
of 807 Embree Crescent were given
variance relief to build a third level
addition that will give the
homeowners a fourth bedroom and a
third bathroom.

The next Board of Adjustment
meeting, which is also a re-organiza-
tional meeting, is scheduled for Mon-
day, January 12, 2004 at 7:30 p.m.

Borough to Investigate Barns
Track For Community Center
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Members of the Mountainside
Borough Council met on Tuesday
evening for their regularly scheduled
monthly council agenda setting meet-
ing.

During the meeting it was an-
nounced that the second reading of
Ordinance 1063-2003 is scheduled
for the council’s regular meeting to
be held next week. Last month, the
governing body unanimously passed
upon first reading, an ordinance to
establish a 25-mile an hour speed
limit on New Providence Road from
Deer Path to Tracy Drive.

In other business, Mayor Robert
Viglianti noted that the County of
Union Deer Management Plan would
have to be a topic for discussion at
next week’s meeting.

According to a memo from county
officials, the borough has 100 more
deer than the ideal number set forth
by county, which tallies 60.

The mayor noted that there have

been many more sightings within the
last year than in previous years when
the borough did participate in the
program. Last year, Mountainside
did not participate.

In other business, it was announced
that a $10,000 Community Develop-
ment grant was awarded for the Bor-
ough Engineer Michael Disko to
perform an engineering study on a
piece of land that may be used as a
future site to a new community cen-
ter.

The piece of land, called “The
Barns Track,” is located on Moun-
tain Avenue between the 7-11 conve-
nience store and the community pool.

According to the mayor, Mr. Disko
will head a preliminary study that
will include a land survey and a
topographical survey.

Finally, the mayor noted that he
thought the borough did a good job
with the snow removal from last
week’s snowstorms, stating that snow
was removed from the downtown
area and dumped into the parking lot

of the community pool.
The next Mountainside Council

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
December 16, at 8 p.m.

Temple Parking
Application to Be
Decided Next Wk.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Hearings continued before the
Westfield Board of Adjustment on
both Thursday and Monday nights in
the case of Temple Emanu-El’s ap-
plication to construct a parking lot
on an adjacent piece of property.

On Thursday night, the temple
submitted revised plans to the board.
The most significant change in the
plans is the drainage system. The
previous system was an underground

detention basin, which recharged the
water back into the ground.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
restated his concerns that that reten-
tion system would back up into the
town’s storm sewer. The currently
proposed system is a surface system,
creating low areas within the parking
lot where water can pond tempo-
rarily and then drain directly into the

storm water system. The deepest
ponding would be six inches.

Mr. Marsh recommended that signs
be posted to warn people of shallow
flooding in those areas. He said that
this is an “appropriate design.” He
added, however, that he would like to
analyze the numbers and report back
to the board.

The parking lot itself has been
reduced from 170 spots to 145. Seven
of those spots are for overflow park-
ing on grass pavers. This reduces the
total lot coverage from 70 percent to

64.5 percent.
Town Planner Blais Brancheau

stated that because he had just re-
ceived the revised plans he did not
have detailed comments. He said
that the number of spaces and the lot
coverage is a “catch 22” in that the
number of parking spaces required
for the facility is higher than what is

Woman
Killed on
N. Avenue

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

At 5:36 p.m. on Tuesday, a 62-
year-old woman was struck by
an eastbound vehicle on North
Avenue in front of Lord&Taylor.
As a result of her injuries she was
air lifted to University Hospital
in Newark. The woman was pro-
nounced dead from the severity
of her injuries at 7:05 p.m.

The victim was identified as
Helen Freindt of Forked River.

The 24-year-old driver Andrew
Ruple from Cranford was ar-
rested for possession of mari-
juana and possession with the
intent to distribute. The officers
discovered the marijuana while

Westfield Town Council Pulls High School
Parking Ordinance from Second Reading

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The issue of parking restrictions
around Westfield High School will
be left to next year’s Town Council.
However, on Tuesday night, after an
hour and a half of often-heated de-
bate, the Westfield Town Council
opted to pull an ordinance that would
have created a senior only permit,
alternate side of the street parking
system in the area around the high
school.

At last week’s public session of the
council meeting, residents were out
in force to speak out against the
ordinance, which narrowly passed
on first reading.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman stated, “My
position would have been to support
it (the ordinance)” but that he “see(s)
no reason to support it now.” He said
that due to the amount of resident

response and the fact that they do not
want it he would now vote against
the ordinance.

Councilman Goldman added that
the omission of certain streets, such
as Edgar Road and Stoneleigh Park,
raises a fairness issue.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the “negative effect on the
neighborhood…outweigh the posi-
tive.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse expressed his
concern that the town is asking resi-
dents to purchase permits when they
did not ask for the restrictions.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt, who
worked with the committee to create
the restrictions, questioned what the
council was going to do next year
when residents complained about
loitering, littering and speeding.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who also
served on the committee, said, “We
need to make the decision on what
we think is best.” She said that maybe
there is a fairness issue by excluding
some streets.

Councilwoman Jacobson added,
“This is a decent solution to start out
with.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana stated that it is “our
responsibility to lead.” He said that
residents concerns are answered with
the sunset provision, meaning that
the council would have to revisit the
ordinance at the end of June.

Councilman Caruana added that
he hopes the same courtesy is ex-
tended to the residents of Prospect
Street who voice opposition to the
proposed parking deck.

Councilman Goldman responded
that the difference between the Pros-
pect Street parking deck and the high

school parking. He said that the coun-
cil proposed this because they thought
it would be unfair to have residents
bear the full burden of having their
streets turned into parking lots.
Whereas the Prospect Street issue is
about providing relief to a town-
wide parking problem.

Councilman Betancourt asked the
council not to “waste the time gone
into this.” He said that everything the
council tries to do outside the norm
brings public outcry and that tells
him he “should worry about paving
streets, potholes, snow and leaf re-
moval and doing the budget.”

He noted that he is “not swayed by
numbers or phone calls or threats.”

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Matthew Albano said that
passing this ordinance is “starting on

the wrong foot.”
Mayor McDermott said that re-

gardless of the ordinance juniors are
still going to drive to school, and that
all the council is doing is pushing the
parking problem further out.

Discussion ensued as to whether
the council could make revisions to
items such as the streets included,
the radius and resident permits. This
would require that a meeting be held
on Monday, December 29, or Tues-
day, December 30, to pass a new
ordinance on second reading.

The governing body decided that
the ordinance should be pulled, rather
than defeated next week and the is-
sue should be revisited next year.

In other business, the council will
have a resolution before them next

                   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PACKED HOUSE...Residents turned out in droves to the Westfield Board of
Adjustment meeting on Monday night to make their voices heard on the Temple
Emanu-El parking lot proposal.
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tar creosote on the railroad ties. At that
meeting, members of the Coalition to
Stop the Train spoke about the dangers
of using the creosote, a known carcino-
gen.

Jim Daley, County Director of Policy
and Planning, first read from a fact
sheet taken from the website of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry.

Referring to the fact sheet, Mr.
Daley mentioned that the harmful
effects – including the carcinogenic
effect -- pertain mainly to working
with creosote on a regular basis, and
that coal tar creosote is also used on
telephone poles and other such wood
products.

Following Mr. Daley’s comments,
Gordon Fuller -- the Chief Operating
Officer of M&E – spoke about the use
of creosote. He informed the county
that creosote railroad ties are the stan-
dard in the industry, used for “over 65
years.” Mr. Fuller added that M&E has
been mixing old ties with new ones,
among other reasons, to minimize the
amount of creosote that may be re-
leased.

Further, with respect to the com-
plaints of odors emanating from the
stacked ties along the tracks, Mr. Fuller
stated that M&E has attempted to tarp
the ties to prevent any fumes from
escaping.

Mr. Devanney asked whether creo-
sote ties were “the universally ac-
cepted method of laying track,” to
which Mr. Fuller responded affirma-
tively.

Creosote ties are “the tie of choice,”
said Mr. Fuller.

In a notable development concern-
ing the railroad, Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin ruled on Friday that
the five towns that filed suit against
the county have no case in stopping
the railroad. They may only pursue the
claim of violation of the Open Public
Meetings Act with regard to the June 5
meeting. The towns will most likely
pursue the matter in Washington, D.C.
with the Surface and Transportation
Advisory Board.

Earlier in the meeting there was a
presentation to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Police Athletic League (PAL)
“D” Squad boys’ football team. Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella honored
the boys on the team for their actions
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County Freeholder Board
Criticized For Pay Raises

concerning a situation which arose
while the team was cleaning up Seeley’s
Pond in the Watchung Reservation.

Sergeant Russell Yeager of the
Fanwood Police Department explained
to the audience what happened on
October 4 of this year at the pond.
While cleaning up the pond area, the
team stumbled upon a loaded handgun
and a rusted shotgun. The team quickly
notified their coaches, who in turn
worked with local and county law
enforcement personnel to take care of
the situation. As a result of the boys’
cognizance and alertness, the gun was
properly disposed of, and a potential
dangerous situation was averted.

“They (the kids) are really develop-
ing into fine people and we are very,
very proud of them,” commented Ser-
geant Yeager.

The coaches – Lieutenant Mark
Zyla of the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment, Dave Bell of the New Jersey
State Police, Keith Gilman, Rob
Howarth, and Bob Coloney – were
each presented with a resolution for
their assistance with the incident at the
pond. James Spaeth of the FBI was
also honored with a resolution for aid-
ing in the proper disposal of the hand-
gun. Mr. Spaeth’s son, Michael, is a
participant in the program.

Freeholder Mirabella also had a sur-
prise presentation for Sergeant Yeager,
who serves as the commissioner of the
football program. Sergeant Yeager re-
ceived a resolution for his leadership
and involvement with the program.

In making the presentation to Sgt.
Yeager, Freeholder Mirabella spoke
highly of Yeager’s influence on the
boys.

“After every game, he (Sgt. Yeager)
calls every group together – win or
lose. Everybody gets together, and
he gives them a message about call-
ing 911; the appropriate reasons to
do that; handling handguns; when to
call for help; how to be polite to your
parents,” noted Freeholder Mirabella.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FROSTY...The snowman ice sculpture was carved as part of the holiday
celebration in downtown Scotch Plains on Sunday.
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being requested, but causes more
lot coverage.

Mr. Brancheau said that, “much
of the case is balancing the need for
parking and the benefit to the com-
munity.”

Patricia Hay and Greg Green were
called to testify for UNITE (United
Neighbors Investigating Temple Ex-
pansion).

Temple Attorney John Schimdt
stated that the testimony should be
limited to question and answer and
should not be comment, Board of
Adjustment attorney Stephen Hehl
concurred.

Mrs. Hay said that 85 percent of
the time there is no need for off
street parking.

Board Chairman Vincent Wilt said
that the percentage “doesn’t mean
anything.”

Mr. Hehl stated that the factual
testimony of the experts retained
had been given and that residents’
opinions and feelings can be voiced
at the end of the case.

James Flynn, attorney for UNITE,
stated that he would present no fur-
ther testimony, to which at least one
member of the audience responded
“no.”

In his rebuttle testimony Mr.
Schmidt recalled his traffic expert,
Joseph Staiger, who testified that on
four dates in November his firm,
Atlantic Design and Traffic Engi-
neers, took parking counts on East
Broad, Jefferson Avenue, Linden
Street, Wells Street, Branson Court,
and South Chestnut Street, Fairacres
Avenue, up to a two block radius
around the temple.

On Friday, November 7 counts
were taken at 7 p.m. (63) and at 8:30
p.m. (157). On Saturday, November
8 counts were taken at 9 a.m. (47)
and at 10:40 a.m. (110). Friday,
November 14 showed similar counts
with 38 cars at 7 p.m. and 164 cars
at 8:50 p.m. as did Saturday, No-
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Temple Parking Application
Will Be Decided Next Week

vember 15 with 68 cars at 9:15 a.m.
and 223 cars at 11 a.m. These counts
were performed before and during
regular Friday and Saturday ser-
vices at the temple.

Mr. Wilt questioned why the pre-
vious counts taken were lower, to
which Mr. Schmidt responded that
the last counts were taken on the
high holy days, but did not include
the number of streets taken this time.

Public comment began on Thurs-
day and continued on Monday night.

Nancy Priest of the Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission told
the board that the proposed parking
lot “does not meet the commission’s
criteria” and that it is not in con-
formance with the master plan. She
asked the board on behalf of the
commission to “deny such over-de-
velopment.”

Resident Tom Walsh said, “I don’t
think that any homeowner wants a
parking lot next to their property. In
the last 10 years, the temple mem-
bership has increased tremendously.
I can’t believe that their reason for
wanting the lot is all a safety con-
cern as they state in their argument.
I think its about opportunity and
convenience. I think the neighbor-
hood has been asked to pay a high
price for the temple’s convenience.”

“I am learning that the temple is a
wonderful organization that does a
lot of civic duty,” she added, “but
that doesn’t give them the right to
make an additional parking lot. I am
asking the board to deny the petition
because it is out of line for what the
neighborhood wants.”

Matthew Albano, a Fairacres resi-
dent and Westfield Town Council
member, said, “The applicant has
not proved that the benefits to have
outweighed detriment. There are 178
parking spaces available in the
neighborhood. 90 percent of the
parking demand is met by spaces in
the current lot and parking within a
one- block radius. The applicant
proposes to remove 101 trees from
the site and buffer with 2- to 2 ½-
foot high shrubs. This buffer won’t
provide screens.”

“I have been a member of the
temple for 12 years and my wife has
been a member for 30 years. We are
raising three children in Westfield
and I serve on the temple’s Board of
Trustees. The temple population has
remained stable over the last few
years. Because this is a religious
institution the proposed application
is an inherent benefit to the commu-
nity. The temple always tries to fos-
ter a sense of community,” Jonathan
Bash told the board.

“To say that this is a purely resi-
dential area is wrong. It is on a main
thoroughfare. There is a cemetery
one way and a library another way.
The property was sold to a devel-
oper and if it is not made into a lot
a new developer will make homes.
None of us can control our environ-
ment. With the lot, 40 foot setbacks
are guaranteed, but a new developer
won’t give that,” said Gail Fried-
man.

Elizabeth Jacobello told the board,
“no one here objects to the good
deeds that the temple does. It is not
just what you do, but how you do it.
It is easy to host civic events. The
temple needs to understand what its
actions convey to its neighbors.”

“The temple said that there would
be no pen to paper until it met with
the neighbors,” she continued, “but
when they met with us back in June
of 2002, the plans were already
drawn. Unless the temple is willing
to lessen the coverage that it is apply-
ing for there is nothing to talk about.
The only thing that protects the neigh-
bors is the zoning ordinances.”

The Board of Adjustment will
meet again on Monday, December
15, at 7 p.m. for deliberation and a
decision on the temple application.
The board is still waiting for a re-
port from Mr. Brancheau, of Robert
Catlin and Associates. Mr. Schmidt,
and Mr. Flynn will both present
their closing arguments to the board
before next week’s meeting.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• Christopher Kenneally, 44, of

Harrington Park was arrested at Cen-
tral Avenue and Marlboro Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible party.

• Jose Pineda, 40, of Kenilworth was
arrested at Lawrence and Dudley Av-
enues and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released to a re-
sponsible party.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
• Monica Flora, 31, of Westfield was

arrested in the 400 block of Cumberland
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was released to a re-
sponsible party.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
• A Westfield Avenue resident re-

ported that someone entered his unlocked
motor vehicle and removed about $300 in
cash, along with a cellular telephone and
pocket knife. The incident occurred in the
600 block of Westfield Avenue.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
• A Windsor Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of personal belong-
ings from his home in the amount of
$1,475.

• A Parsippany resident reported that
someone entered his company vehicle
on Grandview Avenue and removed a
Stihl concrete saw.

• Two hundred dollars in cash was

reported stolen from an East Broad Street
boutique.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
• After being stopped for speeding in

the 1100 block of East Broad Street,
Mikaela O’Toole, 18, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Jerome Waites, 18, also of Rahway,
was arrested on the same charge. Both
were released on their own recognizance.

• Cecilia Castro-Ramirez, 19, of
Queens, N.Y. was arrested in the 200
block of East Broad Street and charged
with shoplifting from an East Broad Street
clothing store and with possession of
burglary tools. She was transported to the
Union County Jail in lieu of $5,000 bail.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pedestrian
investigating the motor vehicle acci-
dent. Ruple has been transported to
the Union County Jail in lieu of
$7,500 bail.

At this time no charges have been
filed relating to the accident. The
accident is still under investigation
by the Westfield Traffic Bureau and
the Westfield Detective Bureau.

week authorizing the mayor to ex-
ecute a lease extension and settle-
ment agreement with the Township
of Cranford. This agreement involves
a detention basin behind homes on
Cranford Avenue.

The township had signed a 25-year
lease with Westfield in 1979, but had
failed to make payments over the past
several years. Cranford will pay
Westfield $48,000 in back payments
and $9,214 for the 2003 lease payment.

Councilman Betancourt reported
that the Transportation Parking and
Traffic (TPT) Committee met with
traffic calming consultants Wilbur
Smith Associates (WSA) who re-
ported on eight areas they studied.

WSA identified McKinley El-
ementary School as the top priority,
followed by Woodland Avenue,
Tuttle Parkway and North Avenue
and Central Avenue and Clover
Street.

Councilman Betancourt said that
he asked the engineering department
for a list and timeline of what they
can do in terms of signage and strip-
ing at the identified sites.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

WF Teachers Prepare Pupils
For Simulated Space Flight

UP AND AWAY…Franklin Elementary School teachers attended a workshop
at the Buehler Challenger & Science Center in Paramus to prepare students for
an upcoming field trip to the center. Pictured, left to right, are: teachers
Kathleen Stamberger, Kerry Walsh and Karen Fowler.

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School teachers Kathleen
Stamberger, Kerry Walsh and Karen
Fowler will lead a group of fifth
grade students from the Westfield
school on a simulated space mission.

The teachers attended a one-day
teacher workshop at the Buehler Chal-
lenge & Science Center in Paramus to
be able to prepare students for an
upcoming trip to the center.

Offering students the next best
thing to actual space flight, the cen-
ter features two flight simulators, a
mission control room designed after
NASA Johnson Space Center and a
space station laboratory.

In this environment, students work
in teams using principles of science,
mathematics and technology to com-
plete their tasks. Students will be-
come scientists and engineers as they
explore one of three different mis-
sions: a “Return to the Moon,” a
“Voyage to Mars,” or a “Rendezvous
with Comet Haley.”


