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Freeholders Criticized for Pay Raises;
Honor SP-F PAL ‘D’ Football Team

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders held its combined
agenda and regular meeting on De-
cember 4. Although proceedings for
the most part were routine, many
members of the public in attendance
commented on a controversial new
ordinance enacting pay raises for
county officials and department
heads. There was also some new
information regarding the impend-
ing railroad reactivation, as well as a
special presentation made to a quick-
thinking group of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys.

The focus soon turned to the across-
the-board pay increases that were in-
troduced at the previous meeting. The
Freeholder board submitted an ordi-
nance entitled, “An ordinance fixing
the salaries of County officials and
department heads.” The ordinance also
set the pay raises as retroactive, mean-
ing that the raises not only apply to
2004, but also all of 2003.

Members of the public in atten-
dance questioned the pay raises –
particularly as they were retroactive
-- and several people asked the free-
holders to reject passage of the ordi-
nance. Elizabeth Cox, a Summit resi-
dent, felt that the timing was off with
respect to the raises.

“Deserving as you may be (of the
raises), I don’t think this is the time
to articulate retroactive (raises),” said
Ms. Cox, who also felt that George
Devanney’s 6 percent raise was “a bit
excessive” after only two years as
county manager.

Wally Shackell, a resident of
Cranford, opined that the recent trend
of rising local and county property
taxes called for the Freeholder board
to “set an example that they (the
freeholders) are serious about prop-
erty tax relief.”

“Please vote ‘no’ on this issue (of
pay raises),” said Mr. Shackell.

Among those present in the audi-
ence was Joe Renna, an independent

candidate for freeholder who lost in
this year’s election. He said that pub-
lic outcry was “too little, too late.”
Mr. Renna also expressed his skepti-
cism that the Freeholder board would
vote against the ordinance.

“You’re going to vote in favor of
(the pay raises), no matter what any-
one says,” said Mr. Renna.

Dorothy Ferte, from Linden, urged
the Freeholder board to back up the
pay raises with hard work in 2004.

“Let us see where our dollars are
going by doing a good job,” she said.

The ordinance passed unanimously
following the public comments.

Turning to the impending
Morristown & Erie (M&E) railroad
reactivation, the county responded
to some concerns made at a previous
meeting concerning the use of coal
tar creosote on the railroad ties. At
that meeting, members of the Coali-
tion to Stop the Train spoke about the
dangers of using the creosote, a
known carcinogen.

Jim Daley, County Director of
Policy and Planning, first read from
a fact sheet taken from the website of
the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry.

Referring to the fact sheet, Mr. Daley
mentioned that the harmful effects –
including the carcinogenic effect -
pertain mainly to working with creo-
sote on a regular basis, and that coal tar
creosote is also used on telephone

poles and other such wood products.
Following Mr. Daley’s comments,

Gordon Fuller -- the Chief Operating
Officer of M&E – spoke about the
use of creosote. He informed the
county that creosote railroad ties are
the standard in the industry, used for
“over 65 years.” Mr. Fuller added
that M&E has been mixing old ties
with new ones, among other reasons,
to minimize the amount of creosote
that may be released.

Further, with respect to the com-
plaints of odors emanating from the
stacked ties along the tracks, Mr.
Fuller stated that M&E has attempted
to tarp the ties to prevent any fumes
from escaping.

Mr. Devanney asked whether creo-
sote ties were “the universally accepted
method of laying track,” to which Mr.
Fuller responded affirmatively.

Creosote ties are “the tie of choice,”
said Mr. Fuller.

In a notable development concern-
ing the railroad, Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin ruled on Friday that

Bowcraft Gets Green Light
For Children’s Water Park

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved site plans sub-
mitted by Bowcraft Amusement Park
for the construction of a water park at
its Route 22 property. After a two-
hour hearing last Thursday that ended
a several-years-long process, the board
voted 5-2 to approve the application,
which also included several condi-
tions that the amusement park opera-
tor said it was prepared to meet.

Marke Enterprises, the owner of the
amusement park, had already been
granted a use variance containing cer-
tain restrictions and stipulations more
than two years ago, after hearings that
featured objections from several dozen
residents living near the park who
voiced concerns about additional noise,
traffic and lights, and possible de-
clines in their property values.

The most recent hearing, which
began in the summer and included a
visit to Bowcraft by zoning board
members in October, centered around
the board’s consideration of the site
plan for the water park, which will
be geared to children aged two to 12
and will be situated in the northeastern
quadrant of the property, an area that
presently is unutilized except for a stor-
age building.

The new complex will include a
series of water slides leading to two
pools, an 18-inch-deep wading pond
and a three-foot-deep lazy river in
which tubes and other flotation de-
vices can be used. Two small buildings
housing locker rooms will also be built
near the water park’s entrance.

Several revisions were made over
the past four months to the originally
submitted sketches after some board
members expressed concern about the
number of trees slated for removal as
part of the water park’s construction.

Still, two board members, Ken
Anderson and Tim Livolsi, continued
to express dissatisfaction at last week’s
hearing with what they felt was the low
number of trees to be preserved, spe-
cifically in the area between the water
park and the existing pond. They felt
the trees would provide a buffer be-
tween the water park and Route 22
and, as a result, both voted against
approving the site plan. Other board
members, though, were satisfied with
Bowcraft’s promise to plant new trees
and it was also pointed out that there
was no guarantee that some of the
larger trees slated for removal would
necessarily survive a future storm.

Other modifications to the plan
included widening the entrance drive-
way from Route 22 to a 26-foot-wide
roadway that will permit cars to eas-

ily travel in opposing directions.
There were also some modifications
made to ensure that flooding during
a major storm will not be a major
problem.

As part of the project, Bowcraft’s
parking lot at the base of the Watchung
Mountains will be redesigned and
paved, but an earlier plan to remove
the miniature golf course near the
park’s entrance and replace it with
more parking was eliminated because
board members felt there was already
adequate parking available and the
golf course provided a buffer of sorts
between Route 22 and the rear park-
ing lot. If, at some point in the future,
Bowcraft requires additional park-
ing, it will have to submit a new
application to the zoning board.

Other conditions encompassed in
the approval include planting addi-
tional trees in the revamped parking
lot; allowing township officials to
possibly require additional plantings
in the property’s northeast corner as a
noise buffer; a change in the fencing
style at the bottom of the water park to
match the wrought iron-style fencing
in the rest of the park, and providing
the board with drawings of a planned
new maintenance building to be built
at the northwestern corner of the prop-
erty that will replace several storage
trailers presently found elsewhere.

“Let us see where our dollars
are going by doing a good job,”

Dorothy Ferte, Linden resident

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SANTA’S BROWNIES...Brownie Troop No. 685 visited with Santa Claus at the
Fanwood Train Station on Sunday. The Brownies assisted children with a bird
feeder project, made with peanut butter, seed and pinecones, and handed out
picture frames.

Jeff Siegel for The Times
SANTA’S ARRIVAL...Santa was greeted by a large crowd when he arrived in
Scotch Plains via fire truck for Sunday’s holiday celebration in the downtown.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FROSTY...The snowman ice sculpture was carved as part of the holiday
celebration in downtown Scotch Plains on Sunday.

Snow Storm Clean-Up
Costs Township $45,000

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The clean-up from last weekend’s
heavy snowstorm cost Scotch Plains
about $45,000 in overtime pay, the
use of outside contractors and mate-
rials such as road salt, according to
preliminary estimates provided by
Township Manager Thomas Atkins.

At Tuesday evening’s Township
Council meeting, Mr. Atkins said the
15-inch storm on Friday and Satur-
day will push back the resumption of
the fall leaf pick-up program until
streets and storm drains are cleared
and some of the snow melts.

Mr. Atkins said public works per-
sonnel had put in more than $24,000
worth of overtime and double-time
from Friday through Sunday. The town-
ship also paid about $16,000 to five
private contractors to assist with
snowplowing. The contracts with those
contractors were approved by the coun-
cil two weeks ago and took effect the
day before the December 5 storm.

Mr. Atkins noted that approxi-
mately $4,000 was spent on various
materials such as road salt.

With snow removal now a priority,
Mr. Atkins said the leaf collection would
resume as soon as it is feasibly possible.

“We will be attacking that in the
near future as best we can, depending
on the weather,” he said. An effort to
collect fallen branches and limbs from
several recent windstorms will then
be made after the leaves are collected.

Mayor Martin Marks, saying that
“we are at the mercy of Mother Nature,”
asked residents to be patient as the
various clean-up efforts move forward.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance establishing the
intersection of Wood Road and Golf

Street as a stop intersection, with a stop
sign placed on Wood Road. Another
ordinance was approved that will hike
the fees for copies of death, birth and
marriage records from $4 to $7.

A resolution was approved autho-
rizing the township to sign a two-
year agreement with Oxford Health
Plans to continue providing health
insurance to township employees.

Councilman Frank Rossi, noting
that Oxford’s “service has been
good,” said that, “in a volatile mar-
ket, we got a reasonable rate for 2004
and a cap for 2005.”

The 2004 rate will increase by 8.5
percent, which Mr. Rossi said was
“tremendously below what we’re see-
ing” in a market where double-digit
premium increases are the norm.

The council also introduced two
ordinances relating to the planned
Broadway development that was ap-
proved earlier this year by the town-
ship planning board. One ordinance
vacates several streets in the neighbor-
hood of the development -- Broadway,
Waverly Place, Liberty Street and
Rolling Peaks Way while the other
involves the sale of a substandard town-
ship-owned lot to a private citizen.

Given the requirement that at least
two weeks lapse between an
ordinance’s first and second read-
ing and the fact that the council’s
final regular meeting of the year is
next Tuesday, both ordinances will
be the subject of a second reading
and public hearing at a special meet-
ing on December 24 at 9:30 a.m.

At the beginning of the meeting,
three school crossing guards, Marion
McGinn, Delores Garner and An-
drea Azzarello, were sworn in as
crossing guards/special officers.

Woman
Killed on
N. Avenue

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

At 5:36 p.m. on Tuesday, a
62-year-old woman was struck
by an eastbound vehicle on
North Avenue in front of Lord &
Taylor in Westfield. As a result
of her injuries, she was air lifted
to University Hospital in New-
ark. The woman was pro-
nounced dead from the severity
of her injuries at 7:05 p.m.

The victim was identified as
Helen Freindt of Forked River.

The 24-year-old driver, An-
drew Ruple from Cranford, was
arrested for possession of mari-
juana and possession with the
intent to distribute. The officers
discovered the marijuana while
investigating the motor vehicle
accident. Ruple has been trans-
ported to the Union County Jail
in lieu of $7,500 bail.

At this time no charges have
been filed relating to the acci-
dent. The accident is still under
investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s Traffic Bu-
reau and the Detective Bureau.

Scotch Plains Planning Board Approves Five-Lot
King St. Subdivision, But Council Must Weigh In

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

While the Scotch Plains Planning
Board gave its approval on Monday
night to a major subdivision applica-
tion on King Street, the Township
Council needs to act to formally
vacate a small section of township-
owned land before the development
can actually go forward.

Additionally, two board members,
Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato, expressed
comments that made it far from cer-
tain that the council will approve the
land vacation.

Scotch Meadows LLC received
the board’s approval, on a 5-2 vote,
to create five lots on the north end of
King Street, just south of Hillside
Cemetery, and construct five new,
single-family homes, one of which
will replace an existing house.

King Street presently ends in a
small, irregular cul-de-sac at its north-
ern end, although township tax maps
show the street extending to the
cemetery’s border. A new, more sub-
stantial cul-de-sac will be created on
the southwest side of King Street to
serve the new lots.

This week’s hearing was a con-

tinuation of one from November 10
when board members, feeling that too
many unanswered questions re-
mained, declined to take a vote on
whether to approve the application.
Monday night’s two-hour hearing fo-
cused on reviews of updated environ-
mental impact reports. as well as new
plans detailing drainage control.

Last month, several King Street
residents had expressed concerns
about the potential environmental
impact of going forward with the
development, including drainage is-
sues, as well as the extent of neces-
sary water and sewer lines upgrades.

One King Street resident said he
was concerned that a new develop-
ment would result in excessive water
runoff onto his property, as well as
weaker water pressure in his home.

Thomas Quinn, the board’s profes-
sional engineer, reminded the board
that the developer cannot be “held
hostage” to water issues and that it
was the water company’s responsibil-
ity to maintain minimum standards
for water pressure and water flows.

Board members seemed satisfied
with the environmental and drainage
reports, but some appeared to be
annoyed when Scotch Meadows LLC
produced a letter an hour into the
hearing from Elizabethtown Water
Company that vaguely promised to
upgrade water mains on King Street
as part of the development.

Board members were unsure
whether the water utility would re-
place existing pipes with larger ones
or simply attach larger pipes to the
ends of the existing smaller lines.

In addition to the land vacation
issue, the board’s approval of the
application is contingent on resolu-
tion of the water main question along
with several other matters.

Prior to the board’s 5-2 vote ap-
proving the application, Mayor Marks,
noting that he and Mrs. Coronato
serve on both the Planning Board and
the council, said he had concerns
about vacating the King Street prop-
erty, although he did not elaborate.

Mrs. Coronato, who along with
Harriet Shafran voted against the
application, said that, “from the get-
go, this application was fraught with
problems.” Noting the many unan-
swered questions at last month’s hear-
ing, Mrs. Coronato said that, “we
found out answers to too many ques-
tion this evening.”

She said the way in which Scotch
Meadows responded to the board’s
concerns were, “a disservice to the
community” and showed “a lack of
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the five towns that filed suit against
the county have no case in stopping
the railroad. They may only pursue
the claim of violation of the Open
Public Meetings Act with regard to
the June 5 meeting. The towns will
most likely pursue the matter in Wash-
ington, D.C. with the Surface and
Transportation Advisory Board.

Earlier in the meeting there was a
presentation to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Police Athletic League (PAL)
“D” Squad boys’ football team. Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella honored
the boys on the team for their actions
concerning a situation which arose
while the team was cleaning up Seeley’s
Pond in the Watchung Reservation.

Sergeant Russell Yeager of the
Fanwood Police Department explained
to the audience what happened on
October 4 of this year at the pond.
While cleaning up the pond area, the
team stumbled upon a loaded handgun
and a rusted shotgun. The team quickly
notified their coaches, who in turn
worked with local and county law
enforcement to take care of the situa-
tion. As a result of the boys’ cogni-
zance and alertness, the gun was prop-
erly disposed of, and a potential dan-
gerous situation was averted.

“They (the kids) are really devel-
oping into fine people and we are
very, very proud of them,” com-
mented Sergeant. Yeager.

The coaches – Lieutenat Mark Zyla
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment, Dave Bell of the New Jersey
State Police, Keith Gilman, Rob
Howarth, and Bob Coloney – were
each presented with a resolution for
their assistance with the incident at

the pond. James Spaeth of the FBI
was also honored with a resolution for
aiding in the proper disposal of the
handgun. Mr. Spaeth’s son, Michael,
is a participant in the program.

Freeholder Mirabella also had a
surprise presentation for Sergeant
Yeager, who serves as the commis-
sioner of the football program. Sgt.
Yeager received a resolution for his
leadership and involvement with the
program.

In making the presentation to Ser-
geant Yeager, Freeholder Mirabella
spoke highly of the sergeant’s influ-
ence on the boys.

“After every game, he (Sergeant
Yeager) calls every group together –
win or lose. Everybody gets together,
and he gives them a message about
calling 911; the appropriate reasons
to do that; handling handguns; when
to call for help; how to be polite to
your parents,” noted Freeholder
Mirabella.
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County Freeholder Board
Criticized For Pay Raises

‘Santa’
Dave

Williams

Wed-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun-Tue 9am-6pm•Weather permitting

Give Spring...

Sl120903

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

plus
$5
Credit

plus
$5
Credit
when cut tree returned.when cut tree returned.Expires

12/15/03

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card

And get a
 $10 Gift Card 

FREE

...A Chance
Gardening is the number one 

hobby in America, and our gift cards 
are the perfect gift for anyone on 
your list. They are  available in any denomination, 
and can be used anytime on anything including 
Spring. 

For a limited time you can purchase a $50 Gift 
card and get an additional $10 Gift card FREE, 
or a $100 Gift card you can get an additional 
$20 Gift card FREE.  

If you were really sneaky you could by yourself a 
Gift card for Spring on what you normally would 
spend on plants, and give the FREE card as a 
gift...this is not consider being naughty and you 
will not receive coal in your stocking if you 
partake in this practice. However, using this card 
these cards during the day of purchase is 
considered 
naughty and is 
not allowed.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Free Photo
W/Santa
Sat. & Sun.
1pm - 4pm

Terrill Middle School Principal Jeanette Baubles
Reveals Distinguished, Regular Honor Rolls

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jeanette
Baubles, Principal of Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains, has an-
nounced the names of students placed
on the Distinguished Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the First
Marking Period of the 2003-2004
academic term.

To qualify for Distinguished
Honor Roll, students must attain
90 or better in all content areas.
To be placed on the Regular Honor
Roll, pupils must achieve 80 or
better in major content areas and
a 70 or better in exploratory
classes.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 68 STUDENTS

Matthew Alfano Scott Keogh
Stephen Allen Rebecca Krakora
Mohammed Alzoobaee David Kreps
Lauren Belfer Andrea Lahoud
Steven Bello Lee Lenz
Marissa Berlant Alyson Linsenberg
Danielle Bernstein Sara Mankoff
Gary Binkiewicz John Maxwell
Alex Brass Louis Mazzella
Amelia Brause William McColly
Jeremy Busch Delia McGee
Bianca Chaves Emma Nagle
Matthew Ciabattari Sruthi Narayanan
Kevin Coughlan Daniel Nizri
Victoria Dalessandro Adam Offitzer
Devon Daly Neha Pannuri
Jacqueline Depew Gina Pelosi
Lyndsey Douglas Kethan Reddy
Rebecca Dunn Lindsay Robinson
Luke Durett Kelsey Rossi
Jessica Feldman Alanna Salituro
Zachary Flanzman Kunal Saxena
Geri Flood Eiliann Shadmi
Kathryn Foley Mackenzie Sizemore
Christopher Fortunato Valerie Smith
Marc Gaglioti Lauren Steinbeck
Kelly Gajdzisz Margaux Streep
Toniann Gattozzi Laura Toffolo
Carly Goldner Tracy Toffolo
Samantha Goldner Benjamin Ungar
Matthew Goor Emily Weinstock
Samantha Henderson Erica Wise
Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor Albert Wu
Alexandra Joy Cassandra Zito

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 85 STUDENTS

Musa Ali Kyle Mattson
Katherine Arias Errin McGowan
Dina Barny Mitchell McNamara
Jordan Bayroff Daniel Merer
Steven Berkowitz Peter Merrick
Alexander Bernhard Todd Morling
Taylor Biondi Emilio Navarro
Albert Callahan Amanda Nguyen
Graceann Caramico Katarina Nier
Lauren Casserly Matthew O’Donnell
Francis Celardo Chiemeka Onwuanaegbule
Daniel Chapman Jodie Ordanza
Indranath Chattopadhyay Dominique Osterman
Kaitlynn Colligan Alexis Pigna
Joseph D’Annunzio Nicholas Posyton
Diana DeVries Alyssa Resnick
Kathryn Dinizo Dena Rice
Alan Dlugosz Michael Riesenberg
Marisa Elmer Jenna Romaine
Andrew Gorbunoff Bianca Root
Alexander Graham Arthur Rose
Paige Griffin Laura Ruesch

Stephanie Groben Marissa Sacca
Taylor Guiffre Carrie Salem
Michael Harrison Perry Sandrock
Michael Henkels Eddie Sangern
Sarah Hoffman Jessica Schroder
Nicholas Jastrzebski Devon Sepe
Robert Jastrzebski Christopher Shea
Michelle Jenkelowitz Sean Shukla
Miles Joseph Stefani Silverman
Brian Kahn Gregory Stein
Patrick Keenan Benjamin Strauss
Emily Kennedy Sarah Strong
Jennifer Kickenweitz Michael Surdouski
Jeffrey Kranz Scott Turchin
Evan Levine Nicole Vacca
Oliviana Lumetta David Van Wert
Blake Lyons Brian Walsh
Morgan Maisel Ian Weinberg
Edward Markey Kevin Welch
Daniel Mathan Brandon Wheeler

Alexander Zaller

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 42 STUDENTS

Jennie Altman Kapri Kreps
Anjli Bansal Sahrula Kubie
Nicholas Blackwood Allison Lasher
Dorian Bogdanovski Daniel Lubranski
James Burke Kevin Maroney
Emily Carow Kayla Molnar
Nicole Cicchetti Austin Pfundheller
Katherine Cornacchia Tyler Pfundheller
Michelle De Santis Michael Postolowski
Julie Deutsch Maxim Rabinovich
Christina Dokopoulos Ryan Rappa
Kelly Dyckman Alyssa Riesenberg
Diana Ferrante Michael Roth
Elizabeth Ferraro Samantha Schaffer
Erin Finan Elizabeth Schreiber
Kathleen Flor-Stagnato Marissa Squeri
Stephanie Glover Martin Sweeney
Brian Jascur Pia Tempestini
Eileen Jiang Linda Timko
William Johnston Corinne Walker
Faraz Khan Jennifer Yang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 80 STUDENTS

Joshua Ahiabor Magan Mauro
Kristen Armstrong Ryan McCarthy
Camilla Bach Jie Mei
Kyle Bascom Jonathan Miklas
Nickolas Bonadies Michelle Minniti
Jenna Bristol Kelly Monroy
Alex Carow Kathryn Moynihan
Katherine Celardo Gabriella Napoli
Zachariah Chapman Anna Marie Noronha
Kelly Cianciotta Brian Northrup
Patrick Clancy Elyse Nussenfeld
Kathryn Cockrell Zachary Peart
Jillian Coffey Alexandria Pisauro
Lauren D’Aloisio Christian Prince
Anthony D’Annunzio Kaitlin Rau
Jennifer DiGiuseppeMatthew Rivera
Mitchell Facer Kimberly Rizzo
Matthew Fields Lisa Schardien
Justin Frasier-Wright Joseph Sebolao
Alexandra Friedman Timothy Seemann
Ricky Fuimo Mark Shvartsman
Amanda Gianni Matthew Simon
Daniel Gilman Alexis Sorace
Erica Goldberg Paul Spicer
Susan Gonch Kristen Spirko
Daniel Gore Alaysha Suggs
Marcus Green Henna Tailor
Alexander Hahn Mangesh Tamhankar
Jeremy Kaufman Emily Ann Varvar
Michael Klotz Ulysses Velasquez
Stanislaw Kolakowski Rebecca VonLangen
Mark Koransky Erick Walker

Rachel Krismann James Walsh
Cara Levinson Julia Weigel
Joshua Lieberman Peter Weigel
Thomas Loop Erika White
Stephen Manzi Elise Whitehouse
Sheryl Markovits Alexander Yorkovich
Michelle Mattar Eliza Ziegler

Rachel Zucker

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 33 STUDENTS

Dana Abramson Victoria McNally
Amie Berlant Joanna Naugle
Brittany Biondi Jane Newcomer
Kristin Cassidy Cecilia Osterman
Sky Cheung Rachel Parker
Amanda Curcie Minal Patel
Janine DeFeo Brian Pesin
Tyler DelMauro Erin Rossi
Carina Gerveshi Alexandra Segal
Samantha Grecco Camilla Shanks
Colleen Hagerty Courtney Slaten
Catherine Harley Barbara Slaugh
Brendan Kirby Alyssa Straniero
Andrew Livingston Harrison Stuppler
Francesca Lumetta Grace Wallden
Elizabeth McMillionKathleen Yan

Molly Yergalonis

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 31 STUDENTS

Kathryn Albanese-DeMair Jacqueline Lenoff
Maureen Assante-Nkansa Scott Leyden
Alana Bencivengo John Loomis
Gregroy Bencivengo Wesley Lorenzini
Courtney Bifani Chelsea Lusk
Michael Bover Andrew Lynch
Samantha Bremer Clarissa Lyons

Harden Sale

SAVE
50% OFF

All
Solid Cherry Bedrooms

& Dining Rooms

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Featuring Nichols & Stone, Madison Square,

American of Highpoint, Moosehead, Statton, Superior, Lexington

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

Sales Event Ends

12/14/03

Kiwanis Announces Dates
For Sale of Luminaries

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Kiwanis Club’s annual lu-
minary sale will be held on Satur-
days, December 13 and 20, between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and on Sunday,
December 21 (last day) between 11
a.m. and 3 p.m.

All proceeds from the luminary
sale will benefit the local club’s chari-
table endeavors. Based on last year’s
sale, the club was able to donate four
$1,500 scholarships and one $500

scholarship to Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Westfield college-bound
students.

In addition, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Kiwanis supports a child in
India through the Christian Children’s
Association, as well as CONTACT
We Care, the American Cancer Soci-
ety, Special Olympics and the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts, plus many
additional local charities.

Kiwanis luminaries will be avail-
able at the Fanwood Municipal Ga-
rage. The cost is 35 cents for candle,
bag and sand. For more information,
please call Bill Lehman at (908) 518-
0713. Individuals are asked not to
call the Fanwood Department of
Public Works or the Municipal Build-
ing.

Photo Courtesy of Joseph Nagy
YOUNG WINNERS…Sergeant Thomas Jedic and P.B.A President Patrolmen
Ronald Greco pose for a picture with the winners of the poster contest that was
held at the kid’s safety street fair in September. All the posters contained the
information the kids learned at the safety fair. Each of the winners received a
$50.00 U.S. savings bond donated by Flag to Flag Racing Collectables.
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Subdivision
respect to the planning board.”

At the start of the meeting, attor-
ney Robert Kraus presented a con-
cept plan for the property at 1590
Rahway Road. The 1.5 acre lot, on
which a single-family home is pres-
ently situated, is at the corner of
Rahway and Raritan Roads. Mr.
Kraus said the property’s new own-
ers were interested in either subdi-
viding the property and constructing
two new homes or razing the exist-
ing home and building a much larger
home.

Mrs. Shafran, noting that the
Rahway-Raritan intersection is a
busy one, not only during rush hours
but at all times of the day, said she
favored building just one home on
the lot.

Mrs. Coronato, too, favored a
single home, noting that a subdivi-
sion would create two substandard
lots and require variances that, she
feared, “would open the door to oth-
ers” seeking to subdivide and create
substandard lots.

Board Chairman Joseph Doyle said
creating two lots of this type would be
“contrary to what we’re trying to
achieve” regarding local land use laws.

The board did not take a formal vote
on the matter, but it was clear that the
subdivision option was not favored.

Keith Bronikowksi Casey Marks
Adam Brous Jesse Marvosa
Michelle Brown Lauren Mastroianni
Trevor Cannon Sean McGowan
Christopher Casserly Molly Meehan
Ryan Cassidy Taylor Molinaro
Alina Chabus Jessica Nagourney
Anna Chapman Brian O’Donnell
David Chapman Chibuzor Onwuanaegbule
Daniel Ciabattari Brian Pak
Andrew Clark Elizabeth Peach
Jarek Cohen Brian Piccola
Michael Cornacchia Matthew Plagge
Caitlin Daly Michael Ragan
Jaime Dedousis Briana Redmount
Alexander DeDuck Jordan Rejaud
Noelle DeGregorio Maya Robinson
Michael Devizio Theodore Rosenblatt
Meghan Dhaliwal Jennifer Rovner
Sean Dolgin Aundre Ruffin
Bryan Dougher Scott Salmon
Jayne Dzuback Daniel Sapienza
Zachary Feldman Jacqueline Saunier
Ian Feller Joseph Schiavo
Matthew Fitzgibbon Gregory Shperkin
Lisa Gattozzi Michele Silverstein
Ashton Gibbs Anne Smith
David Gordon Kunal Sodhi
Mary Henkels Tyler Swanek
Brian Hessemer Nicole Tavares
Adam Horowitz Natalie Terens
Julia Joseph Jackson Udelsman
Edward Kahn Samuel Ungar
Kimberly Kliesch Cassandra Valdes
Rachel Kreyer Allison Vogel
Ryan Krueger Gregory Weinstock
Timothy Leischner Christina Woods
Rachel Leitner Jordan Yellen
Randy Lemence Gregory Zabel

Park Middle Pupils Participate
In Photojournalism Project

SCOTCH PLAINS — Five stu-
dents from Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains recently completed a
photojournalism project as part of
the “Home of the Free” program,
sponsored by Washington Mutual,
The New-York Historical Society,
and Pulitzer Prize-winning photog-
rapher David Hume Kennerly.

Students Megan Reilly, Jessica
Santos, Michael Scannell, Ming Lu,
and Karen Murad were selected
through an interview process to work
with “media mentor” Richard
Pincus, Park Middle School’s me-
dia specialist, to capture the “story
in pictures” of local public servants
and volunteers behind the scenes
working for their communities.

Using new digital equipment, the
students photographed workers at
the local Osborn Cannonball House
and the adjacent Village Green in
Scotch Plains, where a memorial
fountain was being constructed in
honor of Alan Augustine, former
Scotch Plains mayor, councilman,
and state assemblyman.

Next, the students uploaded their
edited digital photos to a website
where regional and national judg-
ing committees judged the photos
of all participants.

Student participants, along with
Douglas Levy, Washington Mutual
representative from the Watchung
Financial Center in the Blue Star
Shopping Center, outlined their
project at a recent school board meet-
ing.

Mr. Levy also described “the won-
derful partnership that had devel-
oped with the Park students during
the project” and announced that the
Park student photos are currently on
display at the Watchung Financial
Center.

In addition, the photos have been
selected by the panel of photogra-
phy experts to appear alongside Mr.
Kennerly’s work at The New York
Historical Society from December
through March of 2004.

For their participation in the “Home
of the Free” project, not only did
students and teachers gain invaluable
relationships and experiences, but their
schools also received a Canon digital
camera, a $500 grant from Washing-
ton Mutual, and a companion curricu-
lum guide developed by The New
York Historical Society on the study
of government and photojournalism.

For more information about this
project and a gallery of the students’
photos, please visit
www.wamuhomeofthefree.com.


