®

A WaTcHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains — Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, December 11, 2003

©

Page 9

Concepts & Thought

By MICHELLE LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hometown/Home Life: Margaret
Strimple lives in North Brunswick
with her husband, James, who is
employed by theM ontgomery Board
of Education as the
School Business Ad-
ministrator.  Her
younger daughter,
Meredith, is a junior
attheRobertH. Smith
School of Business at
The University of
Maryland. Her older
daughter, Erin, is a
biology teacher in
East Los Angeles at
an alternative high
school andisagradu-

o~ .;.J.‘:

ate student at
Chapman University
in Orange, Calif.

Education/ PreviousExperience:
“My first teaching job, after earning
my degree in international studies
and education, was at New
Brunswick High School in 1972,
where | was a permanent substitute
teacher for a community outreach
program,” reported Mrs. Strimple.

“The following year, | was hired
by the North Brunswick Township
Board of Education, where | taught
at the Linwood Middle School as a
world and United States history
teacher for eight years,” she said. “I
left there when my second child was
born. | returned to teaching seven
years ago as a world geography
teacher at Terrill Middle School in
ScotchPlains. | presently teachworld
history.”

| Knew | Reached My Students
When: “On that first day of school
each September, the siblings of
former students remind me of what
they remember hearing their broth-
ers or sisters enjoyed doing in my
class and then ask me if we can do
those activities this year as well.
That is always a thrill for me,” she
said.

What | Love About the School
District: “The ability of our school

Margaret Strimple

Educator of

the Weelr

Margaret Strimple

World HistoryTeacher,
Terrill Middle School, Scotch Plains

administrators who hire such a tal-
ented group of quality teachers and
the spirit of our children at Terrill,”
said Mrs. Strimple.

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I enjoy
teaching several topicsincluding pre-
historic man, the
Middle Ages, and
world religions,” she
noted. “I particularly
enjoy teaching the
history of a civiliza-
tion through the art
of the period by us-
ing slides and other
computer-generated
pictures. | feel this
approach creates a
greater understand-
ing of a civilization
for a number of stu-
dents, many of whom
are visual learners”

The Future of Education in
America: “ Ever-increasing demands
are being placed on students by col-
leges and universities, and the state
andfederal government,” stated Mrs.
Strimple. “These demands are fil-
tering down to the high schools and
even middle schools. | believe they
have the potential to outweigh im-
portant decisions educators and so-
ciety as a whole must make about
the future of achild's development.”

“| think this trend will eventually
change, however, as it always does
in education and that, ultimately, it
will be replaced by more humanistic
approach to determining the future
of our children,” she concluded.

My Goal As an Educator: Mrs.
Strimple said, “I recently heard Ron
Clark, the National Teacher of the
Year, address an audience of educa-
tors. | realized as | was listening to
him that we share a common phi-
losophy. That is, to stay passionate
as a teacher and committed to our
students above al else”

“Another goal of mine,” sheadded,
“is to always remember that each
student is someone else’s child and
to treat them as | would want my
child to be treated.”

DECA News

Toy Drive, Dinner And
Adopt-A-Family Told

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter, an association of marketing
students, issponsoringits 13th annual
Toy Drive to benefit the needy and
homeless during the holiday season.

DECA iscurrently collectingmon-
etary donations to aid the purchase
of toys, clothing and householditems
for thehomel essof the Union County
Interfaith Council.

These gifts will be distributed on
Wednesday, December 17,whenDECA
will beholding its 13th Annua Holiday
Party for the Interfaith children.

“At the party, we will be setting up
a model of our own school store.
Then, DECA memberswill hand out
play money to the kids, with which
they can ‘purchase’ the toy they
want,” said DECA Advisor Dan
Margolis. “We've never simulated
thissort of situation at past Interfaith
parties, but | really think the children
will enjoy it

A FEAST TO REMEMBER...Senior
DECA members and adult supervi-
sors load up plates with food to be
served to attendants at a Thanksgiv-
ing Day dinner at the Black United
Community Center in Plainfield.

Many of thefamilies participating in
the party livein temporary sheltersand
in various churches and synagogues
throughout the county, until permanent
housing becomes available to them.

In addition, DECA asks the com-
munity to consider itsAdopt-A-Fam-
ily program, whereresidents provide
necessities for a specific family in
the Interfaith Council network.

To contribute as an individual or
organization to the Toy Drive, or to
participate in the Adopt-A-Family
program, please call DECA at (908)
889-8600 as soon as possible.

Thanksgiving Day Dinner

DECA served hot food and warm
hearts on November 27 at their 13th
annual Thanksgiving Day dinner at the
Black United Community Center in
Plainfield. Nearly 275 guests were
treated to a full st-down dinner of
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes,
yams, vegetable platters, and desserts.

“1 think this year’s dinner was the
most successful one since | was a
freshman,” said Senior DECA mem-
ber Matt Goldberg. “ Despite the fact
that thiswaslargest group we've had
in several years, we had plenty of
food for everyone. They were even
happier when our servers told them
they could bring platters home.”

Matt, his family, and their friends
gave up their Thanksgiving Day to
oversee the dinner and help with the
preparations, as they have done in
the past several years.

“It's an unbelievable experience
to see the difference our chapter’s
involvement can make in so many
lives,” said Senior DECA member
Mike Hessemer, who collaborated
with Matt to organizetheevent. “The
heartfelt gratitude the attendants ex-
pressed to usiswhat ultimately made
the whole day worthwhile”

Park Middle School Principal Lisa Rebimbas
Announces Names of Honor Roll Students

SCOTCH PLAINS - Lisa
Rebimbas, Principal of Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains, has an-
nounced the names of sixth, seventh
and eighth graders placed on the Dis-
tinguished Honor Roll and Regular
Honor Roll for the First Marking Pe-

riod of the 2003-2004 academic term.

To qualify for the Distinguished
Honor Roll, students must receive
“A”sinall subjects. Pupilsplaced on
the Regular Honor Roll must earn
“A”sand"B”sin major subjectssuch
as mathematics, science, social stud-

THE STUDENT VIEW

The weekly column written by local high school students

WHS Pupil Bringsto Light
| mportance of DREAM Act

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Is America dtill a nation that is
considered a cultural melting pot, a
nation that welcomes all into a land
of education and possibility?

In the ever-worsening state of
today’s world, can we allow our-
selvesto be the land with arms open
wide to an array of people with
dreams and aspirations? It appears
that America is now defined by our
economy — not necessarily a bad
thing; but arewe forced to forget that
we once were a mother nation?

We are now facing struggles with
the debate concerning illegal immi-
grants, morespecifically, illegal youth.
Canthediensreceiveaproper educa
tion herein America, or must they be
subject to the confines of poverty and
tribulations in their own countries?

A recent proposal before Congress
isnow attempting to open thedoor to
freedom for illegal immigrants. The
Development, Relief, and Education
for Alien Minors Act, (DREAM) is
now being presented in an attempt to
give undocumented youth the oppor-
tunity to achieve their dreams of
becoming legal U.S citizens.

If thebill ispassed, legal residency
could be achieved if the immigrant
entered the United Statesbefore they
were 16 years old, graduated high
school, and have lived in the U.Sfor
a minimum of five years.

There are two sides of the coin.
Many American people see illega
aliens as potential members of soci-
ety, traveling into our country to
better their lives. Many can sympa-
thizewith thealien’sdesiresto climb
thesocial ladder, makelivesfor them-
selvesintheland of thefree. But the
detractors state otherwise.

Opponentsof the DREAM Act say
that this could only be for America's
worst, that the aliens would take the
place of the paying U.S college stu-
dents, and would steal jobs from
hard working Americans.

According to the an article on
CNN.comregardingtheDREAM Act,
a 20-year-old Mexican illegal immi-
grant, Yesena Sanchez is among the
thousands of illegal aliens who are
risking deportation by lobbying for
the bill, stating, “I would just like
people to understand what we're go-
ing through...We're not coming here
to take advantage of the country. We
loveit...and want to make it better.”

Perhaps there are certain threats
Americans may faceif illegal immi-
grants come in. However, the past
has proved that aliens can become
significant parts of our economy,
aside from the abuse the Americans
put them through with unfair labor.

If theAmerican government wishes
to placetighter restrictionsonillegal
immigrants filtering into our coun-

try, then they must think about the
extent of their actions. By neglecting
to pass the DREAM Act, the Ameri-
can government would be loosening
our grip on evolution, condoning the
diminution of education and elimi-
nating the possibilities for unfortu-
nate youth.

It is sad to think that a mere nine-
digit number can establish theright to
somebody’ s education. All youth de-
serves a proper education, one that
will ensurethat future generationsare
well-apt membersof society. By turn-
ing down young illegal immigrants,
we will isolate our nation. It is an
unfortunate and perhaps necessary
incident when aliens are deported,
after using our system illegally.

But refusingan educationtoyoung-
sterswho havenothing but their goal's
and dreamswould befeeding aworld
of despair and selfishness. Although
America may be at fault for certain
untoward events, there is still the
sense that we may be aland that will
nurseand aid others, becauseinmany
ways, we are the most fortunate.

Let us give what we can to the
desperate, who have just as much
potential as anyone with a social
security number. If America fails to
be generous to young students, then
we are surely doomed to fall apart.
The act should leave us questioning
a quote said by Eleanor Roosevelt,
“The future belongs to those who
believeinthebeauty of their dreams.”

Thereisno-one morefaithful then
those who know the pain of poverty
and wish to surpass its grasp. These
aretheillegal youth. Let usbeappre-
ciative of the fact that somebody
truly wants an education.

AWARD RECIPIENT...Katherine
DeMarco, a second grader at Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains,
was named Outstanding Seven Y ear
Old for 2003 by the Pre-Teen New
Jersey Scholarship and Recognition
Program. The award was based on
academic achievement, volunteer
service, school activities, develop-
ment of personal abilities, general
knowledge, and communication
skills.
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ies, language arts and reading, as
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DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROL L

GRADE 6 — 31 STUDENTS

Nikki Appezzato
Stephanie Baier
StephanieBaliko
Ulises Barros
Remy Bernardo
Sarah Canfield
SophieChou
Aditya Dahiya
Alexander Davis
Michael Demmel
Robert Frazee
Melissa Goldberg
Lauren Hirschhorn
Leigh Kwasny
NiveditaMalik

SamanthaMannino
Kimberly Many
Michael Marsan
Ryan McTernan
William M uirhead
Richard Murray
Nicole Ostrowski
Renata Pacaja
Jason Pearl

Allison Prestridge
Stephen Scannell
Adam Terry
Devra Traiman
Andrew Van Haasteren
Kimberly Wenson

Allison Zimmermann
REGULAR HONOR ROLL

GRADE 6 — 79 STUDENTS

Robert Ayala
Andrea Barone
Rachel Blom
Rebecca Brand
Sarah Brumfield
Daniele Bryan-D'Aleo
Alessandri Bubnov
Karolyn Buckridee
Michael Burke
Colleen Campbell
Michael Campbell
Timothy Carroll
Indigo Castle
Jeremy Cimafonte
Zachary Cimafonte
Peter Citera

Shai Cohen

Jessica Colineri
Joseph D’ Auria
Michael Del Sordi
Brian Dempsey
Jack Diaz

Adam DiBattista
Vangelis Dimopoulos
Marisa Dolan
Brian Dunn

Robert Evans
Jerenyl Fernandez
Jawan Gaines
Katrina Gans
Anthony Gartman
Jennifer Geoghegan
Matthew Glassett
Kyle Hambor
Stephen Hansen
Lauren Har nett
Edward Heavey
Noorene Helm
Daniel Herczak

MadelineHolt
Maxim Kachalov
Joseph Kaiser
William K aiser man
Sarah Kavity
Shaun Khan
Zachary Koch
Nicholas K osciolek
Stephen Kucinski
MicheleneLambros
Brian Laspe
Michael Lauricella
Michael Lee
JinYongLee
Michael Leist
Jamie Martinez
Marguerite Murad
Timothy Nering
Veronica Painter
Alfredo LuisPawid
Rachel Petersen
Kerry Pierce
Rachel Pincus
Christopher Reade
Shannon Reimers
Cory Rickmers
Michael Ridge
Traci Rigano
Lauren Rosenthal
Julia Ross

Maria Seidel
Richard Shevlin
Theres Sigona
Jeffrey Sirdashney
Christopher JamesSmith
Victoria Spuler
Thomas Strowe
Justin Terry
LouisVuono, IV

David Watson
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL

GRADE 7 — 37 STUDENTS

Antonio Albano
Kerilyn Bartley
Kristyn Berger
Kristin Betau
Ryan Brown
Caitlin Campbell
Michelle Carroll
Michelle Conway
ThomasCristiani
Tyler Della Badia
Nicole Desando
KristinaKalkstein
Emily Ann Katz
Allison Killeen
Karthik Krishna Kumar
ErikaKuck
ThomasL eong
Sean L ockier

KaylaMcAlindin
Matthew M cQuoid
LianaMessina
Jordan Metsky
Kaitlyn Mills
MaryKateO’Connell
AnneO’Halloran
Petros Petridis
Kathryn Powell
Mark Renfree
Christina Romagnano
ChristineRuggieri
Derek Sands
Sarah Schaible
Kevin Spaeth
Christian Speck
Sara Stanton
BlakeVanbuskirk

Brittney Veeck
REGULAR HONOR ROLL

GRADE 7 —89 STUDENTS

Alison Acevedo
Christian Berk
Vincent Bianco
StephanieBistis
ArielleBrown
Michael Bumiller
Michael Buro
Terry Bustos
Christina Capece
Donald Cejovic
ElaineChan
Gillian Clark
Madeline Cohen
Nicholas Dailey
Chrigtopher DeCarlo

Christopher Lestarchick
RebeccalLipke
Roger Liu
Bernadette L opez
Jessica Loshiavo
ValerieLuby
Teausha Matthews
Jenna McGarry
Daniel Michalak
Nicole Mineo
Lester Nare
Saxony Nielsen
Darwin Nitro

Erin O’Brien
Narihan Osman

Joseph Del Prete
Antonio Di Nizo
John Domanski
Rebecca Dorilus
Alexander Ebeling
Josef Ellis
Michael Ferrara
Ronald Fields
Matthew Fitzpatrick
Brian Flood
Marisa Fortes
Richard Fung
Ciera Gano
Nathan Ghabour
David Gigiel
Elisabeth Greenberg
Colin Grimm
Gabriella Guzzo
Alison Haggan
Ashley Harrison
Timothy Hauser
Kelly Henderson
Daniel Jones
Cody Kalebota
Courtney Kolb

Andrew Pansulla
Sean Pear son
Nicole Perro
Jamie Pietrucha
Brianna Provenzano
Chatel Quesada
Thomas Reade
CharlesRingel
Matthew Ritsko
Philip Rivera
ChristineRocha
Daniel Rodriguez
Lawrence Rosello
Philip Rosenkrantz
Michael Rupnarain
Donald Saraceno
Samantha Schuster
Alessandra Scott
Ryan Scully
Danielle Sette
Kimberly Shelus
Evan Silverman
Jessica Slegowski
Samuel Stamler
Connor Viglianti

Timothy Kolterjahn Todd Wiener

Jonathan K osenick
Jacyln Law
Samuel Lee

Eric Williams
Richard Williams
Sarah Yi

Rachel Young
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL

GRADE 8 — 22 STUDENTS

|zabela Blach
JulianneBrennan
Ryan Bridge
LisaCampbell
Katelyn Cavanaugh
Bridget Cornwell
John DeMaio
ChristinaHalma
Lindsay Hauptman
Jacob Lavenhar
MingLu

Brianne Mahoney
Margaret Reilly
AliceRen

Maria Pia Rivero
Marc Rosenberg
Christine Roser
Adam Silverman
Kristen Thompson
Lindsay Traiman
Andy Wang
Vivian Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL

GRADE 8 —82 STUDENTS

Courtney Adamczyk
Deborah Albert
Andrea Apuzzio
James Barker
Courtney Baines
Casandra Berwick
Avery Boettcher
Jason Boff

Daniel Buckley
Rebecca Bush
Julia Capodicasa
Bailey Cardinal
Julian Cespedes
Nicole Colineri
Kristen Conlan
Robert Cunningham
Lauren Cutrone
John Dagostaro, 3rd
Dauna Demarsico
Patrick Doliber
Joseph Dunn
Dylan Farrall
Rebecca Fox
Nicole Fusco
Helene Gebler
Stephanie Goines
Jade Griffiths
Andrea Guzman
Wendy Harris
Melissa Helock
Thomas Her cel
ThomasHolt
Jessica Impellizzeri
Alec Jacobs
Alyssa Karis
SamanthaKnierim
Allison Kodan
Marc L"Heureux
Jacyln Lazarus
Amy Lee

Robert L eeper

Caitlin Leist
AlexaLindenberg
DeidreLyons

Brian Many

Kyle Mihansky
Christopher Murphy
Nicholas Murray
Emily Nering
Robert O’ Connor
BabatundeOgunfemi
Christina Olsson
Taylor Paraboschi
Stacia Piesch

Neil Pratt

Gregory Rappaport
Brandon Reddington
Caitlin Ridge
Tanaya Rivers
Hillary Roberts
Molly Rodino
Travis Rosado
Rebecca Salman
Jessica Santos
Michael Scannell
Daniel Schwahl
Brian Sensor

Grace Sigona

Alex Soloway
Katlyn Soriano
Gabriella Sosnowski
Kendra Spady
James Stroebel

M elissa Swanton
Matthew Tenzer
Samantha Traiman
Christopher Uehlinger
Janelle Vanderwiel
Anthony Vecchione
Amanda Vitollo
Danielle Wood
Matthew Young

Satkin, the son

Scott Benjamin Satkin

Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Scott Benjamin

Stephen Satkin of Westfield, has
been placed on the Dean’s List for
academicachievementforthespring
2003 semester at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, M.O. in the
School of Engineering and Applied
Science. He is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

of Mr. and Mrs.
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DELBARTON SCHOOL
230 Mendham Road
Morristown, NJ 07960

www.delbarton.org

(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

DARE to achieve...

® 100% college placement

® 90% of graduates enroll in at least one

Advanced Placement course

CYAN

® 25% of graduates earn National Merit

Scholar recognition

DELBARTON

An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12
administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

MAGENTA BLACK




