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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Ministry Guides Inmates
Toward Spiritual Renewal

WESTFIELD – The Echo Lake
Church of Christ Prison Ministry, es-
tablished four years ago for the ben-
efit of inmates detained in Newark’s
Essex County Juvenile Detention
Center, has spread its wings.

Now, adult inmates in the Union
County Jail have also become the
beneficiaries of the Gospel, as deliv-
ered by Prison Minister Kenneth
Brown and his nine volunteer col-
leagues at the Prison Ministry.

“When we speak to the adult in-
mates at the Union County Jail, our
goal is to reconcile these individuals
to God, their families and to society as
quickly as possible,” said Mr. Brown,
a 51-year-old Hillside resident.

“Just like our work in the Juvenile
Detention Center, we teach the adult
inmates spiritual life skills with a
definitive ‘adult twist,’” he noted.

“For instance,” Mr. Brown contin-
ued, “we teach a course entitled New
Life Behaviors, which includes semi-
nars covering such important topics
as ‘Who Am I?’, ‘Attitudes and Be-
haviors,’ ‘Christian Family Values’
and ‘What Is a Man?’

“These are not Bible courses per
se, but we use the Bible to make
positive changes in these inmates’
collective lives,” Mr. Brown contin-
ued. “It’s a holistic approach to posi-
tive change, utilizing all aspects of
the Bible, psychology, philosophy
and sociology.”

According to Mr. Brown, he and his
fellow ministers have received posi-
tive responses from incarcerated indi-
viduals with whom they have worked.

One Union County inmate, identi-
fied as “Brian,” wrote to them saying,
“I would like to thank you for coming
out every Saturday to teach us the
class. Because of this program, I have
re-examined myself time and again. I
can truly say I have made a very big
step in my life as a Christian.”

A United States Marine Corps vet-
eran, Mr. Brown has worked the past

30 years for the United States Postal
Service. But it’s prison work that
keeps him intellectually and spiritu-
ally stimulated.

He is especially proud of a pro-
gram he recently began at the Union
County Jail…the New Life Singers.

“Union County Jail had never had
inmates volunteer to form a choral
group in its entire long history,” Mr.
Brown said. “Through the will of God,
we brought inmates together to sing
psalms and spiritual hymns/songs.
They gave a concert for 200 Union
County Jail volunteers this past De-
cember, and it was truly historical.”

Born in Warrenton, N.C., Mr. Brown
moved to Newark in 1959. “I had a
troubled youth, but I was blessed. I
had teachers and social workers who
took an interest in my well-being and
future,” he recalled, adding that he
hopes to help individuals at the Juve-
nile Detention Center and the Union
County Jail in the same way.

“When I first started going to the
Juvenile Detention Center, I was
genuinely moved,” said Mr. Brown.
“The Detention Center officials, like
the Union County Jail officials, were
supportive from the start.

“With the young inmates, we re-
ally stress our Ministry’s Mentoring
Program, where our volunteers go
one-on-one with the minor inmates.
We teach them life skills, spiritual
skills and, most importantly, a Re-
entry Plan, so they can reenter soci-
ety as law-abiding adults. We work
on controlling their anger and stabi-
lizing their life issues,” he stated.

“It definitely enhances the reha-
bilitation process,” said Mr. Brown,
who travels around the country lec-
turing prison officials on his church’s
program. “After being involved in
our courses, inmates become less
angry, more cooperative and man-
ageable, and, for once, they have
some real hope for the future – all
thanks to the Word of God.”

CUTE LITTLE ‘INDIANS’…The three kindergarten classes from St. Paul’s
Day School in Westfield recently went on a field trip to Doyles Unami Farm in
Hillsborough to learn firsthand about the Unami, Native Americans who lived
in this area. The children ground corn to make corn flour, played games to
improve their hunting skills, learned about the “three sister” crops the Unamis
grew, went on a hayride and even hunted for arrowheads. Pictured are the
students in Betsy Belden’s class, along with Mrs. Belden, far right, and her
assistant, Betty Ann Acito. There will be an Open House for the preschool on
Tuesday, January 20, and for the kindergarten on Thursday, January 22. Both
will be at 9:30 a.m. For more information, please call (908) 233-5417.

Women’s Bible Study
To Feature Bathsheba
WESTFIELD – The Women’s Bible

Study on Women will meet at 10 a.m.
on Wednesday, December 17, in the
library of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Terry Wooster will lead a study of
Bathsheba. Afterwards, those who wish
to will go together to the Mid-Day
Musicale at the First Congregational
Church of Westfield.

Visitors are welcome at both activi-
ties. For more information, please call
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Center Youngsters to Host
Pre-Kwanzaa Celebration

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
December 17, the children of the
Westfield Community Center’s after
school program will host their an-
nual Pre-Kwanzaa Open House and
Candlelighting Ceremony at 6 p.m.

The theme for this year will be
“Sounds of Tradition/Sounds of New
Times.” During the program, the chil-
dren will lead a Kwanzaa
Candlelighting Ceremony. They will
also perform classics from both their
sacred and secular musical heritage,
from gospel music pioneer Thomas
Dorsey to jazz legend Billie Holliday,
to address the program’s theme.

The festivities will highlight the
youngsters’ academic achievements.
The public is invited to attend.

Rooted in traditional African har-
vest celebrations, Kwanzaa is a cul-
tural celebration that takes place from
December 26 to January 1. Each day
is devoted to a particular principle.
The center instituted its annual Pre-
Kwanzaa Open House several years
ago in order to accommodate the
school calendar.

The center is located at 558 West
Broad Street in Westfield. Its after
school program serves children ages
five to 12 years old. For more infor-
mation, please call Zayid
Muhammad at (908) 232-4759 after
1 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Invest in a Charitable Gift Annuity
from Children’s Specialized
Hospital Foundation. By doing so,
you’ll guarantee regular, lifetime
income for yourself, your spouse, or
your family – and provide America’s
largest pediatric rehabilitation hospital
with the resources it needs to help
more kids recover from traumatic
injuries and illnesses every day.

Gift Annuities start at $5,000 and
deliver a host of tax benefits. Go to
www.childrens-specialized.org/annuity
to calculate your potential annuity
income. For more information, 
call us today at 908-301-5410.

With our annuity, there’s
payback every day.

C H A R I T A B L E G I F T A N N U I T Y

150 New Providence Rd, Mountainside, NJ 07092
www.childrens-specialized.org

Children’s Specialized Hospital is an Affiliate Member 
of the Robert Wood Johnson Health System.

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write” - a uniquely effective writing technique

For the Bright Child

with a Surprising Academic Weakness

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

On the ‘Net
In Color!

goleader.com

For all your individual, business, tax
preparation and financial needs.

Updated on all 2003 tax reform act revisions.

Personal individual attention.  All calls are
returned within 24 hours.

Serving the community for over 19 years.

� 

� 

� 

� 

“Save time and money.  Let a professional
prepare your taxes this year.”

www.neilschembrecpa.com

Flexible meeting hours.� 

NEIL F. SCHEMBRE, CPA
266 NORTH AVENUE  •  FANWOOD NJ, 07023-1318

908-322-6066

Gifts of Good Taste
That Taste Good

908-322-7388 - info@nutsnplenty.com
381 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

Custom Made Gift Baskets & Trays
Nuts – Chocolates – Candy – Dried Fruit – Gourmet

Order Now For the Holidays!
Local Delivery Available – We Ship UPS Nationwide

Corporate Accounts Welcome
Remember Our New Location With Apple Blossom Flower

Shop & Order Online at NUTSNPLENTY.COM

Happy Holidays N E W  F O R  2 0 0 4 !
Dance with all your    Heart

Westfield  School
of

Dance

An internationally recognized program of musical
enjoyment for 18 months through 5-year-olds.

Develops music readiness & basic school readiness skills

Kindermusik Our Time
45 minute program for 18 mos. – 31⁄2 year olds

Kindermusik with Miss Joanne

C A L L  F O R  C L A S S  D AT E S  A N D  T I M E S

CLASSES HELD AT: Westfield School of Dance
402 Boulevard, Westfield • 908-789-3011

 

$BROKERS NEEDED$ 
 

 

 

6–12 MONTHS ADVANCED 

COMMISSION 

PAID DAILY 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

BUSINESS MIN d ED PEOPLE ONLY 

ALL OTHERS NEED NOT APPLY 

 
CALL NOW: 908-722-3714  

OR OR 

LOG ON TO: LOG ON TO: 

WWW.IBOPLUS.COM/MJOHNSON26/ 
 

WHS Teacher to Narrate
‘Christmas Carol’ at Church
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School English teacher Peter J. Horn
will narrate an abridged version of
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol” this Saturday, December 13,
at 7 p.m. in the decorated sanctuary
of the First Baptist Church, located
at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

The 75-minute program will in-
clude musical interludes by the
Westfield Chorale, under the direc-
tion of Minister of Music Bill
Mathews. A free-will offering to
benefit the Grace Church Soup
Kitchen in Plainfield will be ac-
cepted.

Additionally, First Baptist will
hold an Advent Luncheon, spon-
sored by the Christian Education
Committee, following the worship
service on Sunday, December 14.

Soup and beverages will be pro-
vided; diners are requested to bring
finger sandwiches, salads or des-
serts to share. The children will
entertain with Christmas songs, and
there will be crafts to make and take
home. The worship service will be-
gin with gathering songs at 10:20
a.m. and prelude at 10:30 a.m.

The church is located at 170 Elm
Street. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

You are invited to our  

ADVENT LUNCHEON 
Sunday, December 14, 12 noon - 2 pm  

(following 10:20 am worship) 
 

Carols, crafts and a good time for all ages! 

 

The First Baptist Church 
170 Elm St., Westfield  

908-233-2278 
www.fbcwestfield.org 

St. Luke’s to Present
Christmas Concert
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 21, the Missionary Society
of St. Luke’s African Methodist Epis-
copal Zion Church in Westfield will
present “A Christmas Concert to Re-
member” at 4 p.m.

The concert will feature the
Southside Alumni Singers, who will
sing selections ranging from gospel
to popular music, including Handel
and spirituals.

Members of the community are
invited to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 500 Downer Street. For more
information, please call the Rever-
end Leon E. Randall at (908) 233-
2547 or (908) 789-6476.


