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Westfield High School Parking
Advisory Member Offers Explanation
As a member of the advisory group

formed by the school board and the town
council, I am writing to help explain the
rationale for the proposed high school
student permit parking policy. In sum-
mary, the policy is designed to strike a
better balance among student drivers
and residents who live and drive near the
high school. As we enter the second half
of the school year (January to June)
more students will obtain drivers li-
censes and overwhelm our neighbor-
hood streets.  To mitigate last year’s
brutal experience, we must take steps to
control student parking.

The policy proposes that students who
live within approximately one-half mile
of the high school will not be eligible for
parking permits; the rationale being they
live close enough to walk. High school
seniors who live beyond half mile can
apply for a parking permit. Juniors will
be encouraged to park at Edison Inter-
mediate School. The application will
include a Code of Conduct, reinforcing
that student parking is a privilege rather
than an entitlement. A fee of $100 per
school year or $10 per month for partial
school year use will help fund permit
administration and police department
enforcement resources.

The Westfield High School parking lot
is required for staff; no space is available
for students. Limiting parking to seniors
who live beyond a half-mile of WHS will
reduce the number of student vehicles on
neighborhood streets by 125 cars during
peak times. An average of 250 to 275
seniors will drive and park under the new
policy. To better distribute student park-
ing and to provide more parking for resi-
dents and guests, student parking will
typically be limited to one side of the
street. Some streets will have a specific
side available for student parking, such as
the WHS side of Rahway Avenue, the
WHS side of Trinity Place (much of east

side becomes available for residents/
guests), and Dorian’s south side between
Rahway and Westfield Avenue. Other
streets will have alternate side parking to
be shared by students and residents.

It is important to note that every resi-
dential street addressed by this policy
will have less space available for stu-
dent parking than exists today. Some
residents have objected to the plan be-
cause more students will park on their
street. Please realize your neighbors a
couple of blocks away have students
parked bumper to bumper on both sides
of their street. And if we do nothing,
more students and commuters will ulti-
mately park on your street, with no
control mechanism in place.

One objector expressed dismay that
residents would have to pay $10 for a
resident parking permit. I agree this fee
should be waived; it is a bit insulting.
And streets with existing restrictions
such as Westfield Avenue, Edgar and
Stoneleigh should be reviewed for next
school year, based on a consistent set of
criteria for street width, configuration
and location.

Long-term solutions must also be
explored and implemented, to reduce
the amount of student parking on neigh-
borhood streets. More parking can be
provided on WHS property. The Ar-
mory discussions can recommence when
military demands diminish. Busing op-
tions can be considered. Watterson mu-
nicipal parking lot may have some ex-
cess capacity. An advisory group with
sufficient stakeholder representation
should be tasked with reviewing long
term options and enhancing the permit
parking policy.

Those of us who worked diligently on
the advisory committee ask for your
support of this plan.

Charlie Weidman
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rident – Laughing, smiling, or grin-

ning
2. Anaclasis – Bending backwards
3. Pantofle – A slipper
4. Chamade – In military usage, a

signal for retreat or ceasefire

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

OGDOASTICH
1. A poem of eight lines
2. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
3. A homeless person; a beggar
4. A small piece of land surrounded by

a hedge or wall
BRAIZE

1. Mischievous; devilish
2. Charcoal powder or coal dust
3. To scrape or chafe
4. Very strong or potent; virile

MESORHINE
1. Having a nose of medium width
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. In Germany, an area known as the

Black Forest
4. A large rodent of South America;

the capybara
AZYMIC

1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. Having no common traits; unre-

lated
3. Unbalanced; unstable
4. Pertaining to unleavened bread

WF Resident Says
Villane Co. Is Honest
D. Villane Construction built our

home on Clarence Street in 1999 and
we consider Don and Dave Villane to
be trustworthy and honest business-
men as well as highly skilled builders.

Based on our experience, and with-
out knowing the specifics of the case
reported in The Westfield Leader in
recent weeks, we are sure that any
mistakes made in reporting the re-
moval of trees must have been unin-
tentional and not deliberate. The
Villanes worked closely with us to
save as many trees as possible on our
property, including moving the place-
ment of the house on the property to
try and save one small stand of trees.
Unfortunately, trees from thickly
wooded areas when exposed to heavy
construction and to the elements do
not always fare well.

While we think it is right to focus
on the preservation of trees in the
town in the face of new development,
the town’s efforts would be aided by
involving the town’s builders, espe-
cially individuals like Don and Dave
Villane, who are not only experienced
in the practicalities and pitfalls in-
volved but are also our neighbors and
residents of our town.

David and Daria MacDonald
Westfield

Westfielder Is Taken Aback That
Planning Bd. Chairman Is Surprised
Mr. Boyle’s comments regarding the

subdivision of “upper Prospect Street”
finally led me to write. He mentioned
that he recently drove up to the area and
was “surprised by all the development
that had gone on in recent years.” As the
Chairman of the Planning Board should
he really be surprised? Where has he
been?

We are delighted with the general
atmosphere of Westfield, which is why
we chose to move here 4-1/2 years ago
when we relocated from Chicago. How-
ever, the town is seeing the same
teardown frenzy that we left behind in
Illinois and it is a sad sight. I am still
moved by the removal of the house on
Cottage Grove, across from Tamaques
Elementary.

It was a quaint old stone house that
had obvious limitations but seemed to
have some unique historic value. Too
bad. It is just a memory now, as are many
other homes and larger plots in Westfield
as demand outstrips reason and we see
shoehorning of houses onto smaller and
smaller lots.

I have a house right across the street.
The new house being built is more taste-
ful than most, I will grant you and the
builder that — but it still terribly out of
proportion in comparison to the homes
surrounding it. And I can only laugh
when I think of the amount of money that
they want for it. Wow. The “south side”
seems to have gained some panache.

The sad part is that the people who
have been chosen to direct all of this, i.e.
Mr. Boyle, don’t seem to be really in-
volved. His comment leads me to be-
lieve he takes his responsibilities lightly
and if he thought about it at all, I am sure
he bit his tongue after saying it.

Get a grip. Drive around the town. See
how the smaller homes look outlined
against the giant houses that have moved
in next door. Talk to the people that live

here. Kudos to the people of Prospect
Street who showed up to protest the
subdivision. Congratulations on your
perseverance.

We are all aware that time moves on
and things change. I am not against
improvements. I am against the open
“forcing” of development for what ap-
pears to be obvious greed.

Stephanie Welchans
Westfield

Parking, parking and more park-
ing. I feel of late that my writing is
getting repetitive, to say the least.
This week the topic is high school
parking, or the lack thereof, as some
may say.

My first reaction when hearing of
this problem was to take a look at the
history of the situation.

In 1975 there were 2,045 students
at the high school, today there are
1,624 and the Board of Education
predicts 1,899 in 2010 — At first
glance, a seemingly normal popula-
tion fluctuation. However, in 1975
the high school only housed sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors; ninth grad-
ers were at the middle school. There
were 687 seniors in the class of 1975,
where now there are 360. So the ques-
tion is, where did this sudden parking
problem come from? And is there
really a “parking problem”?

Those I spoke to who graduated in
the 1960s and 1970s first tried to tell
me they rode horses to school, but
eventually admitted that it was a rare
occurrence that a student had a car.
Most of the time kids either walked
or rode a bicycle.

Town Administrator James Gildea,
Class of 1988, told me that when he
was a senior, he won the lottery for a
spot in the parking lot before he even
had a driver’s license. Once he got
his license, his father let him have
the car one day a week. The rest of
the time a fellow senior used his
parking spot. I didn’t find out how he
got to school the other four days, or
if he went at all.

When I went to Westfield High
School (class of 1998), the lottery sys-
tem was still in existence. If you wanted

to park in the high school lot, you could
enter the lottery. However, this meant
you couldn’t take your car out for
lunch, so I respectfully declined. And
when it was running, I parked my 1981
Pontiac Phoenix on the street, where I
always found a spot. When my car
wasn’t running, which was often, and
before I got a license, I either rode my
bike, or caught a ride.

Maybe the problem here is not
really parking, but more the behav-
ior of the kids.

I won’t say I was the best-behaved
kid in the world. I’m certain I littered
on people’s lawns, and I definitely
know we loitered in front of homes
out of boredom during our lunch
period. The police typically patrolled
the area, and the school security
shooed us off.

Complaints from residents on
Edgar Road had more to do with the
behavior of the kids, and the use of
drugs (there were in fact drug related
arrests made) in front of their homes.

There were kids that I knew who
would get in their cars and make
their drug run to Newark during their
lunch period.

So now, there is a code of conduct,
but how is it going to be enforced?
Are we, as one resident put it, going
to hire attitude police?

School is and should be about learn-
ing, not about lunch, or hanging out.
I say that the problem here is really
the open lunch policy.

The Board of Education should do
away with open lunch and limit driv-
ing to seniors only who live more
than a mile from the high school.
Everyone else should be out there
walking; besides, it’s good for you.

Reader Asks Why Is The Mayor So
Anxious To Throw Westfield Away

I have only lived in Westfield for two
years so I am not familiar with the his-
tory behind the proposed development
of Westfield. I am not sure why Westfield
requires development. Westfield hardly
resembles an inner-city enterprise zone
with extensive unemployment and a need
for development. It is a very nice town
and a welcome refuge from the rest of
the overly developed region.

There are not many towns like
Westfield left in America.
It is a real treasure. I do not
know why the mayor is so
anxious to throw that away.

Why are the mayor,
council, and a handful of
others working so fever-
ishly to drive more traffic
and development into the
town (parking garages, new
stores, apartments, etc.)? I
see the television adver-
tisements proclaiming
Westfield as a major shop-
ping location. I just don’t
understand why anyone
would want to take a beau-
tiful town like Westfield
and turn it into another

Paramus.
I get the sense that the vast majority of

residents are strongly opposed to this de-
velopment. I also get the sense that the
mayor and council are intent on making
this happen regardless of what the resi-
dents want. This is apparent by their stead-
fast refusal to allow a vote on the matter.

What did I miss?

Charlie Harris
Westfield

Homeowner Finds Tree
Article Hard To Believe

In regards to your November 20 ar-
ticle on the Tree Preservation Commis-
sion, we completely agree this is an
important commission for the town of
Westfield and helps preserve trees that
make our town beautiful for everyone to
enjoy. We are very happy that Westfield
has this commission.

However, we take exception to the
fact that the article made reference to the
D. Villane Construction Company just
ripping down trees without the town’s
permission and perhaps the facts here
should be re-examined by the Tree Pres-
ervation Commission. We find this very
hard to believe, since D. Villane built
our house on Clarence Street in 1999 and
we know the builders very well.

In fact, Don and Dave Villane saved
nine mature trees on our lot! We had
numerous discussions about this as the
house was being built, and Don and
Dave initiated these discussions.

They are third generation Westfielders
and the beauty of this town is very impor-
tant to them and their families. We had a
great experience with D. Villane Con-
struction, and they are models that other
builders should try to emulate.

Dave and Linda Stone
Westfield

The lady doth protest too much,
methinks. William Shakespeare (1564
- 1616), “Hamlet”, Act 3 scene 2.

By Lauren S. Pass

WHS Students Should
Be Walking to School

Holiday Parkers Urged
To Be Wary in Town

In Westfield, free parking is offered to
the public in the permit parking lots on
weekends and evenings. This right, tradi-
tionally, has also included national holi-
days, the Friday after Thanksgiving, and
the days after Christmas and New Years.

However, this year, a number of hefty
parking tickets were issued to non-per-
mit holders in the South Avenue com-
muter lot, which was 75 percent empty,
on the Friday after Thanksgiving.

I brought this to the attention of the
Town Council at the December 2 meet-
ing, and requested a clarification as to
which holidays and other days qualify
for free parking in the permit areas. I
was assured that the subject was being
examined, and would be spelled out and
publicized soon.

In the meantime, families and resi-
dents visiting New York City during the
holiday season should be wary if park-
ing in the train station’s permit area,
until the town provides a guideline for
holiday parking.

John Devitt
Westfield

Scotch Plains SID Chairman
Responds to Recent Editorial

I appreciate the recent article and edi-
torial in your paper concerning discus-
sions on forming a Special Improvement
District (SID) in Scotch Plains. I agree
that more business and commercial prop-
erty owners need to be aware of and
involved in the process. No one wants a
SID to be established without the con-
cerned parties to be informed of what a
SID can do for Scotch Plains.

The SID Steering Committee has been
meeting for the past three months. In
that time we have attempted to deter-
mine if a SID is appropriate for our
community. We have learned what a
SID is capable of and what some other
SIDs have accomplished. We have spent
many hours determining what we appre-
ciate about Scotch Plains and how we
may capitalize on the rich history and
character of our community. We are not
looking to tear down what we have. We
want to build and improve upon what our
business community has to offer.

Your editorial implies that the SID in
Westfield is an added tax to the business
community without stating the success
of the SID. Downtown Westfield is a
thriving area with many wonderful busi-
nesses. Property values throughout the

entire town have skyrocketed, partially
due to the success of the downtown.

The purpose of a SID in Scotch Plains
would not be to create another Westfield
or even to compete with Westfield. The
intention is not to drive out all our ‘mom
and pop’ businesses. A SID can help our
current businesses to succeed by creat-
ing a professional, well-managed envi-
ronment, which will benefit not just the
business community, but the commu-
nity as a whole.

The SID Steering Committee has not
yet determined whether or not a SID will
be created. There are many details which
have not yet been settled. Our intention
is to have a meeting with the entire
business community once all the issues
are determined and a clear plan is estab-
lished.

In the meantime, however, it is our
hope that more business and property
owners will participate in this important
process. If anyone is interested in at-
tending the meetings, please contact Jo
Ford at (908) 322-6700, extension 306
for information.

Steve Goldberg
Chairman Scotch Plains SID

Steering Committee

Superintendent Foley Responds
To High School Parking Letters

I feel it is important that I correct
some of the misinformation that has
appeared in several letters published in
The Westfield Leader regarding student
parking at Westfield High School. First
is the notion that somehow the Board of
Education is imposing its will on the
Town Council. A joint town–board com-
mittee met for several weeks in May and
June in response to residents’ concerns
about student parking. The Community
Advisory Committee on Parking in-
cluded two town council members, the
police chief, residents, high school par-
ents and students, two board of educa-
tion members and myself. The commit-
tee was formed after residents on Edgar
Road and Lynwood Terrace succeeded
in having ordinances passed eliminating
student parking on their streets. Sud-
denly homeowners along Dorian Place
and Shadowlawn became upset when
cars began parking on their streets. Resi-
dents living near the high school do have
legitimate concerns about litter, blocked
driveways and the inconvenience of hav-
ing cars parked in front of their house on

weekdays. On the other hand, restricting
student parking on one street simply
moves the problem to another.

The committee sought to balance the
need for students to park with the con-
cerns of residents around the commu-
nity. For many on the committee, the
first choice would be more off street
parking for students. The board of edu-
cation is looking into creating 40 addi-
tional spaces along the Rahway Avenue
side of the high school, but there is little
other space on the high school property
for parking. The armory did not approve
the town council’s proposal to construct
a parking lot behind the Armory. Some
residents suggested we turn the high
school field into a parking lot. Aside
from the cost, we would lose a very
important district field both for the high
school and recreational leagues, as well
as the site for many of our physical
education classes.

The solution the committee endorsed
was a compromise: To restrict student
parking on streets around the high school
to seniors living more than a half mile
from the high school. There would be an
enforceable code of conduct that every
senior would be required to sign. The
town would provide the enforcement of
the parking regulations. We supported
an alternate side of the street system in
order to allow for leaf and snow removal
and for residents, guests and delivery
trucks to park. The town will impose a
fee on eligible high school seniors that
would help pay for enforcement and
remind students that parking is a privi-
lege. A full copy of the report is posted
on www.westfieldnj.com.

As with any new system there can be
problems. The town has proposed that we
try this system for six months. The stu-
dent parking ordinances will sunset in
July 2004. If the system is working, the
town council will revise the ordinances
with whatever changes seem appropriate.

I want to commend Councilman Rafael
Betancourt and Board President Arlene
Gardner for working together on the
student parking problem, along with
members of the Community Advisory
Committee on Parking. The proposed
ordinances are not perfect, but they try to
recognize the needs of all stakeholders.
Without some managed solution, I fore-
see residents seeking further restrictions
on student parking and the problem
moving to neighboring streets in an end-
less cycle of conflict.

Dr. William Foley
Superintendent of Schools

Who Stole Christmas?
Your letters are the best of what we publish. Some-

times, we are so touched – as happened at press time
on Wednesday. A Good Samaritan e-mailed us on
behalf of senior citizens who don’t have a computer.

Someone at the Senior Citizens Housing Complex
in Westfield decided that, since the complex receives
federal monies, it would not be appropriate to allow
Christmas trees or menorahs in the lobby or on the
residents’ front doors. The senior citizens there are
heart-broken and feel defenseless.

The following is Sasha’s letter.
“Who stole Christmas from the senior citizens

right here in Westfield? Will the kids be next? I don’t
think so. Businesses would lose too many sales.
Someone told me that common sense is in a coma,
but now I think it has died. There wouldn’t be too
many at its funeral, because too many have lost it
already and wouldn’t even know it.

The Lady Liberty in the harbor has broken her
promise. Religious freedom? Lost. When will it
happen to freedom of speech? I was arrested in
Hitler Germany just for that, speaking what was on
my mind. Will we become a land of a dictatorship?

This year, during the holidays, no Christmas tree
is permitted in the building where we live at the
Senior Citizens Complex; you can’t even mention
Santa Claus, “too religious.” The town has trees,
professional buildings have them, and the White

House has a tree – the Christmas Tree.
Settlers brought the tree with them as an heirloom

and as part of their tradition. It is not even a
religious symbol; it was a symbol of life and light for
the long winter nights. In past years during the
holiday, we celebrated Christmas, Hanukah, and
Kwanza right here.

Old people in wheelchairs and with canes liked to
go down to the foyer to pick up their mail, have some
hot chocolate, and sing some songs. Being a child
again for a little while seems like a century ago.

Do we have to drive a wedge between religions
and people? Why don’t we all get together and talk
about each religion and understand each other and
our beliefs?

I thought I was overly sensitive about this issue,
but now I am seeing how everyone is affected; they
are unhappy, on edge, and irritable during a time
when we should demonstrate peace, a peace that the
world does not have.

Who stole Christmas? Bring it back to the Senior
Citizens Housing building. For some, it may be their
last one. God Bless America.” Sasha Schwarz

Sasha, thank you for reminding us that there is a
Santa Claus. We won’t let them steal Christmas from
you. For a start, we’ve left a message on the answer-
ing machine of Senior Citizen Executive Director
Ruth Smith, (908) 233-5898.

Publisher’s Note On
Political Cartoons

For several years, Dale Neseman
has been entertaining and stimulating
our readers with his insightful and
humorous political cartoons. His work
shows obvious familiarity with Cap-
tain Morgan, Jardim’s Jitney, Quimby
Street, high school parking and Scotch
Plains Council affairs. He creates like
a native, yet he has never been to
Westfield or Scotch Plains. Dale lives
and works in Hamburg, NY.

We’re excited. Dale will be visiting
Westfield for the first time to attend
our staff Christmas party on Decem-
ber 18. He’d love to meet you. Make
him feel welcome. Stop by and say
hello; or give him a snootful, if you
wish. He will be available late after-
noon on Thursday, December 18 and
on Friday morning, December 19 at
our office in Westfield. Let us know -
(908) 232-4407.

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on pages 5 & 16


