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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —
Janna Sage Peterson
has come a long way,
from the life of a cor-
porate employee, to a
joyous world of teach-
ing yoga and creating
watercolors.

Perhaps growing up on the West
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Coast, in the City of
San Diego where there
is a yoga center on ev-
ery block makes a dif-
ference. Or perhaps it
was the “subliminal in-
fluence,” as Peterson
describes it, of her
mother, a yoga instruc-
tor for the past 33 years.

As for the artist in her, listening to
the incredible story of Peterson’s re-

entry, since college, into the world of
creativity, one can’t help but draw
parallels to the life of Frida Kahlo.
Both were studying art, both were in
terrible accidents where they were
struck by vehicles, and both of these
women turned a potentially devas-

tating and disastrous experience into
an opportunity to journey further to-
wards their passion.

Peterson was born in the Midwest,
but her family moved to San Diego
when she was still a young girl. It
was while she was studying at San
Diego State University, that she and
her future husband, Jon, first laid
eyes on each other in an art class.
They both majored in painting and
earned their Bachelor’s Degree in
Fine Arts, and soon the couple moved
back to Jon’s home, New Jersey.

Peterson took a corporate job, and
put aside her passion for 19 years. It
was in August of 2001, when she was
hit by a car,
and was faced
with a long re-
covery, com-
plete with
pain, physical
therapy, and
plenty of bed
rest, that she
revisited her
interest in
painting and
in drawing.

Peterson found it soothing to pick
up watercolor pencils and crayons,
and once she did, she “went to town.”
While recovering, she had more than
enough time to do some serious soul-
searching, and as she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “It makes
you really think about life.”

It was the impetus which enabled
her to begin to produce small-scale
landscapes. As to why she selected
both watercolor pencil and water-
color crayon, Peterson said, “I love

to draw as well
as to paint, so
this media offers
the best of both
worlds.”

N a t u r a l l y ,
this process
played an im-
portant role in
her healing.

The career
change fol-
lowed, and

Peterson’s reawakening led her to
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What better way to celebrate the
Festival of Lights than with a book
about Chanukah? There are so many
beautiful stories to be
told around the holi-
day and so many won-
derful books just wait-
ing to be read.

For his Chanukah
birthday on night num-
ber three, Matisyohu
Dov Ber Chaim Tzvi
doesn’t want a cake-
he wants the most gi-
ant latke there ever
could be. And he wants
to make it himself. It
takes a cement mixer,
a dump truck and a hospital kitchen,
but does he gets his latke? Read all
about it in “A Chanuka Story for
Night Number Three,”
a rhyming book that
weaves the Chanuka
Story through the
making of the latke.
It’s all great fun. The
story is told to Dina
Rosenfeld and pub-
lished by Hachai Pub-
lishing (1989).

Another story with
latkes as its theme is
“The Borrowed Ha-
nukkah Latkes” by
Linda Glaser and pub-
lished by Albert
Whitman and Co. in
1997. This has got to be one of the
best stories written about the holi-
day. When Mrs. Greenberg declines
to come to Rachel’s last-night-of-
Hanukkah dinner, Rachel takes the
party to her. This book is extremely
well-written and a joy to read. Be
sure to check out the latke recipe.

A more serious look at the holi-
day can be found in “On Hanuk-
kah” by Cathy Goldberg Fishman,

the author of several Jewish holiday
books. Each night, as the candles on
the menorah are lit, and the blessing
prayed, the author relates one event
of the eight days of Hanukkah. Pub-

lished by Simon and
Schuster (1998), “On
Hanukkah” was the re-
cipient of a Parent’s
Choice Award and the
volume includes a
glossary.

One of the newest
books to be published
about Hanukkah is
“The Eight Days of
Hanukkah” written by
New Jersey resident
Shirley Russak
Wachtel. Wachtel, a pro-

fessor of English at Middlesex County
College, tells the story of Hanukkah
through the eyes of children, in rhyme.

It is informative and in-
structive, yet presented
in an entertaining man-
ner. The book is pub-
lished by Xlibris
(2002), and targeted
toward early elemen-
tary school age chil-
dren.

For the middle grade
reader, “Nine Spoons:
A Chanukah Story” by
Marci Stillerman is a
touching story of how
a group of concentra-
tion camp inmates
keep the spirit of

Chanukah alive in the midst of their
bleak surroundings. This is an in-
spiring true story of triumph over the
worst conditions, and a winner of the
Sydney Taylor Honor awarded by
the Association of Jewish Libraries.
It is published by Hachai Publishing
(1998).

Reading about Hanukkah is al-
most as good as celebrating it!
Happy Hanukkah!!
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — When it
comes to talking about her work,
artist Anne Gibbons is a woman of
few words. It’s almost as though she
lets her beautiful paintings speak
for themselves.

For the last two consecutive years,
Gibbons’ watercolors have won First
Place in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Art Association’s Spring Show. This
year’s winner was “Churrituck Vil-
lage,” a painting of a village of the

same name located in North Carolina.
Last year, Gibbons’ “Harriet’s

Porch,” a landscape of a friend’s
Washington Township, Conn. front
porch took home the prize.

“I only paint in watercolors,” said
Gibbons, who lives in Scotch Plains,

wanted to be a water-
colorist, Gibbons has
been seriously painting
for only the last 20
years. A graduate of
Mount Saint Vincent’s
College with a degree
in art, Gibbons taught
junior high school in
New York.

Her interest in wa-
tercolors revived when
she took an adult edu-
cation class at Westfield
High School over 20
years ago.

She has been a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Art Association for almost as long as
she has been painting. For most of
those years, she has served as trea-
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“Harrets Porch,” Anne Gibbons
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“Churrituck Village,” Anne Gibbons

“and I paint mostly landscapes.”
Born in Endicott, N.Y., she came

to Scotch Plains from the Bronx in
1972. Although she has always

“Mindowaskin Park,
Series #14

“Seascape, Moonscape”

“Three Palms”

“Morning Has Broken”

“It Looks Like Rain Again”
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FUNKY, BUT PRETTY FRESH...On East Broad Street in Westfield, a new
store, “Funk & Standard” offers shoppers the opportunity to purchase copies
of “A*holes Guide to Chicks” and Bathtub Foreplay for those who are stumped
for gift-giving ideas this holiday season.
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Finding a parking spot on Mon-

day morning at the North Avenue
Train Station parking lot was near
miraculous because the entire lot
was in skating rink conditions
with mountains of snow obstruct-
ing spaces. Permit holders sim-
ply did the best they could and
hoped conditions would have
improved by “quitting time.”

For many, this was not the case.
Therefore, I would like to thank

the four strangers who came to
my aid Monday night and helped
plow out my car and went as far as
pushing it over piles of then-fro-
zen snow. These folks missed their
trains — one got right off the
train and ran off the platform to
help – and others got home late
because of their Good Samaritan
efforts. They got behind the wheel,
cheered me on and directed traffic.

God bless each of them and a
heartfelt thank you.

On Tuesday morning the snow-
plow finally moseyed on over to
the parking lot. Too little. Too late.

Michelle Le Poidevin
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By no means did Patti Siciliano, the owner of Funk & Standard open her
Westfield location to “rip up the town” with products such as the “White
Trash Cookbook,” “A*Holes Guide to Chicks” or “How to Spot a Bastard.”

“The last thing I ever wanted to do is upset people. The reason I am here
is to make people laugh and bring people together to laugh,” Siciliano said
in an interview with The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Tagged as “The Most Bad Ass Store in Town,” Siciliano opened the
first Funk & Standard in Red Bank with what she termed “mucho success.”
Selecting from 250 different vendors of novelty or gag items, she sells
approximately 15,000 items, about 12 of which never saw the light of day
at the Westfield store because of the town’s conservative reputation.

Siciliano explained that Funk & Standard is geared toward 18 to 35

year olds, and does not target children under 18 (although I can’t
remember the last time I saw a 20-year-old buying waxed lips or candy
cigarettes.) “It’s meant for people who have a sense of humor,” she said.
“We don’t encourage or condone bad behavior.” She sees nothing
wrong with the Jesus Action Figure or Coming Out Magnets, which her
store vends, adding that she has sold hundreds of the Jesus figures and
believes it is all in good fun.

“Everyone has their moralistic values. It’s really a freedom of speech
issue,” she said.

So, in “pursuing her dream of bringing laughter and joy” to the
community of Westfield, Siciliano, a mother of a toddler, is selling
products such as “The Wasp Cookbook,” “Evil Thoughts Book,”
Trailer Trash Doll, Wash Away Your Sins soap, Virgin/Slut Bubble Bath
and Liquid Queer, Liquid Lesbian, Liquid Dumbass. Perhaps it raises
a question in our minds as to what impact these products might have
when sold among less-offensive products such as novelty lunchboxes,
mini fondue kits and mini bonsai trees.

And, be not afraid because Siciliano says “A*holes Guide to Chicks”
doesn’t actually spell out the word implied by the asterisk. How else
would one interpret it?

An older woman who visited her Red Bank store found Funk &
Standard’s Fart Machine distasteful, and this didn’t really give Siciliano
any reason for pause, but for more serious concerns with her products,
she “would consider the needs of parents and reevaluate.”

In case you were wondering, some of the items, which have been
removed from the shelves of the Westfield store, include “Get Stoned
& Read This” – a book which Siciliano admits might raise eyebrows
but she strongly and sincerely stressed that selling this book doesn’t
mean she condones drug use of any kind. Other censored products
include: the Beer Sluts T-Shirt, “Sex Tips for the Gay Man,” and
“Drinking Smoking and Screwing.” These products are only available


