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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

passes for 633 yards. Co-Captain/
defensive end Montel Glasco made
his presence known with 49 tackles,
a lot of quarterback pressure and a
sack.

“Jan had an extraordinary career. I
would be surprised if he didn’t make
somebody’s all-star team. Jan can
play in the secondary for anybody,”
stated Tranchina. “Montel can play
with anybody. Both were two-year
starters.”

After a slow start, senior halfback
Tyshon Blackmon rushed 94 times
for 442 yards and three TDs and had
18 receptions for 172 yards and one
TD. On defense, he had 34 tackles
and an interception. Fullback Bart
Walsh (63 carries for 212 yards) had

10 receptions for 119 yards.
“Tyshon, coming off an injury from

last year then an injury early in the
season, made him get a late start,”
Tranchina said.

Senior lineman Giuseppe Insigna
recorded 41 tackles and an intercep-
tion and linebacker Kevin Macdonald
had 38 tackles and a sack. Wide
receiver/defensive halfback Dan
Clark (five receptions for 86 yards
and a TD) made 31 tackles and had
two interceptions. Defensive end
Terrence Bryant recorded 30 tack-
les, a sack, an interception and two
blocked, point after attempts.

For the juniors, linebacker Marc
Dowling was everywhere and led the
team in tackles with 101. He also had
two interceptions, a safety and two
sacks. Offensively, he rushed for 87
yards for two TDs and had four re-
ceptions for 32 yards. Tom DelDuca
(30 carries for 205 yards for a 6.8
average and two receptions for 12
yards) came on very strong toward
the end of the season and finished
with three TDs and a safety. Tackle
Mike Finne recorded 58 tackles and
a sack, linebacker Brad Trzesniowski
had 61 tackles and two sacks, and
linebacker/tight end Bryan Power
made 43 tackles and had 11 recep-
tions for 157 yards and one TD.

“They will be our key players (next
year),” said Tranchina of the fine
group of juniors. “We will be young.
We will have a lot of new faces but
we expect to be competitive.”

Blue Devil Boys Experienced
‘Strange’ Football Season
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Devil F. Hockey Girls Look
For Balance Next Year

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heart and determination defined
the Westfield High School girls’ field
hockey team. Finishing with an 8-9-
2 record, the Blue Devils were com-
petitive in every game and never got
blown out.

Summit tipped Westfield with a 1-
0, overtime win in the opening round
in the Union County Tournament
and Hillsborough eliminated them,
1-0, in overtime in the first round of
the NJSIAA state playoffs.

“It wasn’t because of a lack of
effort or hard work,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Maggie McFadden. “We
just were not as talented as the com-
petition. We do have a few individual
talented players, but that’s not enough
to carry a team with the schedule we
play. Eleven of the 19 teams we
played qualified for state playoff
competition. We do not have a sched-
ule whereby we can take a break and
play everyone on the roster, we just
didn’t have that luxury.”

The Blue Devils did show im-
provement and enjoyed some suc-
cess by putting together several vic-
tories prior to tournament time and
put more balls into the net than in
previous years. “That’s something
that the girls need to take solitude
in,” mentioned McFadden. “We put
together a stretch of five-straight
wins, so that was great. After that, we
hit a six-game skid, primarily be-
cause we played very poor defen-
sively inside the circle. That hurt us
all year long.”

The Blue Devils did have several

memorable games. “We were behind
in our game against Cranford, but the
kids dug deep and came back to
win,” said McFadden. “Then against
a very experienced Pingry team who
became the eventual state champion,
we played them to a 1-1 tie before
losing in overtime. So, most of the
games we played were very closely
contested. Our girls played well and
impressed at times, but not as well
other times.”

With no shining superstars roam-
ing the fields, the Blue Devil girls
held their own and displayed finesse
and skill with team captains Meridith
Rucinsky and Christine Wicks.

“They were fighters in practice
and in our games,” explained
McFadden. “They kept the team fo-
cused and brought lots of enthusiasm
onto the field. They simply loved to
play the game and shared those feel-
ings with the younger players.”

The Blue Devils will graduate
seven starting seniors in keeper Jen
Frost, Rucinsky, Wicks, Michelle
Markowski, Erika Hasenfus, Kate
Warren and Tara Steiner.

“Frost will be huge loss for us, but
we have several offensive and defen-
sive starters returning, so at least we
will see some balance next year. Two
years ago, we lost most of our of-
fense and last year most of our de-
fense was gone and this year it was
fifty-fifty.” noted McFadden who
added, “I’m very proud of our indi-
vidual improvements and accom-
plishments and I appreciate all the
hard work of this entire team, regard-
less of our final record.”

Raider XC Girls, Boys Finish
Season in Style, Look to Build

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
and girls cross-country teams both
finished with successful seasons. The
boys finished with an 8-2 dual meet
record, placed second in the confer-
ence, fourth in the counties and fourth
in the sections while the girls had a
banner year, finishing 10-0 in dual
meets, winning the Watchung Con-
ference National Division for the
first time and placing second in the
county meet.

“The goal was to be strong up front
and try to get the younger runners to
develop,” explained Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel of the boys. “Up
front, senior Brian Kopnicki had a
phenomenal championship season,
winning the county and conference
championship, finishing second in
the section, fourth in Group 3 and
coming in the top 25 in the Meet of
Champions. I could not of asked for
much more.”

Senior Zack McGuire had a strong
summer but had some difficulty
matching that success during the
regular season. Freshman Mike
Miller made an immediate impact
with his strong running abilities.
Sophomore Brian Glassett and jun-
ior Matt Capodicasa, in his second
cross-country season, made notice-
able improvements.

“I think that we did a lot of good
things,” said Koegel. “We didn’t have
as much success team wise as in past
seasons due to injury and gradua-
tion, but looking ahead next year,
missing Kopnicki and McGuire is
going to hurt us. We have younger
kids who did a nice job and really
progressed well. We do have things
that we can look at.”

The Raider girls accomplished
great success with seven runners from
last year, led by Mary Shashaty, along
with freshmen, Allie Hoynes-
O’Connor, who ran in the top five,
and Samantha Cara.

“Allie came out on the first day
and I had her run two miles to see
how she would handle it. She told me
she could handle more and did four
on the first night and she worked up
from there.”

The Raiders also made school his-
tory in their opening meet when they
defeated Westfield for the first time.
“Westfield has been the team to beat,
not having lost a dual meet in 10
years. We just went out there, ran a
phenomenal meet and I believe that
was a turning point for our program,”
said Koegel. “Six of our girls fin-
ished before their fourth girl. It proved
we were much better than the previ-
ous year and that we could build
from there.”

Koegel pushed his girls this season

by running with them. “Liz Elko,
Steph Ricca, Christene DeLuca and
some of the other girls know what I
expect by trying to get them into a
training program similar to what I
had the boys in. I ran with them and
they really took to it. They saw them-
selves getting better and faster. This
is not so much about skill as it is
about building endurance and build-
ing up your physiological changes
that are important in this sport.”

Koegel noted, “I believe winning
the championship and the exposure
in the press will hopefully bring more
attention within the school district to
the girls program and get more girls
out. I would love to have 60 girls like
Westfield. Most of the time we only
had a six-girl lineup.”

The lone disappointment was not
winning the county championship
after being favored going in. “Things
did not go according to plan during
the race. Westfield ran a really good
race. They deserved to win, so maybe
this is the start of a rivalry. Westfield
always had top teams, and we’re just
kind of building into that. I want our
girls team to be like Westfield with
the same approach, so hopefully the
success we had this season will start
us in that direction. We’ve come a
long way and there are nothing but
positives that come out of the girls
season.”

Westfield Lacrosse
Registration Set

The Westfield Lacrosse Club is ac-
cepting registration for the spring sea-
son for children in third through eighth
grade. The club focuses on fundamen-
tals and skill development at each level.
Teams are balanced based on experience
and skill. The third and fourth grade
program is an in-town program, while
grades five through eight teams travel.
Over 450 players registered last year.

Registration forms are available at
The Leader Store and Lax.com. The
season begins in March or in early April
and ends in June. Practice times will be
determined on field availability. If forms
are returned prior to December 31, $20
can be deducted from the fee [$85 for
third and fourth grade, $95 for fifth
through eighth grade].

For more information, please call
(Boys Division) Rich Werner at (908)
789-3482 or (Girls Division) Lois Hely
at (908) 233-3960. Coaches are also
needed.

David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING DOWN A RED RAIDER…Blue Devil junior Mike Finne, No. 67,
chases down the East Side Red Raider quarterback. Finne is one of several fine
players who will return next year to make Westfield a competitive team.

Fred Lecomte (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MINISTER OF DEFENSE…Senior goalkeeper Jen Frost had a strong season
and was very stubborn allowing goals for the Blue Devils.
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For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.625% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.958%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $575.66 .  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.75% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.043%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2917.86. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of Nov. 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY,
CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                                   For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com
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WESTFIELD $784,500

Spacious five bedroom, four 1/2 bath, recently renovated.  Living room, formal dining room, gourmet
kitchen, family room, den, finished basement.  Wood burning fireplace, three car garage.  Professionally
landscaped property.  Close to town, train and schools. (052009119)

WESTFIELD $789,900

Colonial with great floor plan.  Living room, dining room, family room, huge eat-in-kitchen, study, laun-
dry / mudroom on first floor.  Master Bedroom with master bath, three addtional bedrooms and bath.
Great dead end property 100x100. (052009226)

WESTFIELD $769,000

New 5 bedroom stone front Colonial perfectly nestled on a quiet street.  Many upgrades included -
mahogany front porch, hardwood floors on 1st and 2nd floors, large eat-in-kitchen with granite sliders to
yard opens onto family room with woodburning fireplace.  Second floor includes Master with tray ceiling
in bedroom and master bath, 4 additional bedrooms and second floor laundry.  Convenient to town,
schools and transportation. (052008735)

WESTFIELD $850,000
New Colonial to be ready 3/04.  Features first floor with living room, dining room, family room, large eat-
in-kitchen, bedroom with study, full bath, laundry.  Second floor has master bedroom, sitting room plus
three bedrooms.  Great neighborhood! (052008163)

Private Setting

Stone Front Colonial Beautiful!

Dutch Colonial


