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COCOZZIELLO LED IN TDS, INTS; DOWLING, TACKLES

Blue Devil Boys Experienced
‘Strange’ Football Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Size helps the potential of a foot-
ball team; however, there are so many
other variables that determine its
success, such as execution of plays,
team spirit, fan participation and
strong band support – a necessary
ingredient to build morale, and some
good luck. This season, the Westfield
High School football team packed
more beef on its team than it has had
in more than a decade, but the season
did not turn out as expected.

Sensing the probability of a good
season, the Blue Devils were stunned
with an opening day loss to a spunky
Randolph team, and did not seem to
recover until they shut down Shabazz,
14-0, in their fourth game. After three
more wins in a row, which included
a 13-7 triumph over then undefeated
Morristown, the Blue Devils experi-
enced a winning, 4-3, record but
finished their season with three heart-
breaking losses.

“It was a very strange season,”
expressed Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina. “After starting 0-3,
then winning four in a row, it was like
three different seasons. I expected us
to be pretty good but, after that 0-3

start, we did get going, somewhat.”
Despite ending with a 4-6 record,

the quality of the competition was
fierce and the final three games could
have gone either way.

“We’ve probably had one of the
most difficult schedules we’ve ever
played. Seven of the teams made the
playoffs and three are still in, and we
beat one of them (Morristown).
Randolph was the number 1 seed in
its section and got upset.”

In their eighth game of the season,
the Blue Devils went for the gusto
and nearly edged the once-defeated
Union Farmers, falling 20-19. The
Farmers went on to play Piscataway
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group

4 title at Giants Stadium.
“We took a chance. We should

have beaten them,” commented
Tranchina.

Next came a 20-13 loss to top-
seeded Sayreville in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament,
then, the Blue Devils dropped a 9-7
heartbreaker to Plainfield in the an-
nual Thanksgiving Day classic.

Senior Co-Captain/quarterback
Jan Cocozziello led the team with
eight rushing touchdowns (TDs),
three passing TDs and eight inter-
ceptions – a Westfield High School
record, one for a TD. He rushed for
444 yards and completed 52 of 108

Purchase a gift certificate series of 3,4, or 5 golf
lessons and receive one playing lesson Free.

Michael A. Kierner

For information, please call 908-451-8049

How about improving your golf game with

PGA Teaching Professional
At Shackamaxon Country Club

Looking for the Perfect
Holiday Gift or Stocking Stuffer?

“The 30 Minute Circuit Training Workout”
A QUICK, EASY, AFFORDABLE WORKOUT EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEN

1085 A Raritan Road, Clark (Next to The Clark Post Office) (732) 381-9300
Free T-Shirt Or Workout Towel When You Join - Franchise Opportunity Available, Call 732-388-7325

• Body Cuts™ System Promotes Body Fat Loss,
Builds Lean Muscle & Reduces Stress

• Cuts Uses Smooth Hydraulic Equipment 
• Safe For Men Of All Ages
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Isn’t It Time…
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• Body Cuts™ System Promotes Body Fat Loss,
Builds Lean Muscle & Reduces Stress

“The 30 Minute Circuit Training Workout”
A QUICK, EASY, AFFORDABLE WORKOUT EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEN

You Know It’s Time...
CUTS FITNESS FOR MEN 409B PARK AVENUE

SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076
908-490-1117
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HOLIDAY HOURS : Mon. - Wed., 7 am - 5 pm
Thu. - Fri., 7 am - 7 pm, Sat., 7 am - 6 pm, Sun., 9 am - 5 pm

Our holiday menu of values adds 
up to super savings on live and 

cut trees and greens, daz-
zling light displays, great 

gift ideas, wreaths, cus-
tom decorations and 

much more!

TAKE $20 OFF!
Any Purchase of $100 or more!
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Coupon valid 

through 12/16/03. See store for complete details.

TAKE $5 OFF!
Any Purchase of $50 or more!

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Coupon valid 
through 12/16/03. See store for complete details.

UNLIMITED $15 BONUS 
SAVINGS CERTIFICATES!

Earn a $15 Savings Certifi cate* with every $75 
purchase now through 12/24/03. Must present coupon. 

*Savings Certifi cate valid 12/17/03-12/24/03 with minimum 
purchase of $60. See store for complete details.

Choose from a digital CD or an 8”x 10” print. 
Pictures taken on 12/13 and 12/14 from 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Must present this coupon.

TAKE $25 
OFF!

Plus, Receive A FREE 
Professional HOLIDAY 
PORTRAIT when you 
spend $150 or more! 

(a $200 Value)
Our award-winning photographer 
will take your picture in one of our 

beautifully decorated greenhouses!

Think Ahead! 
LACROSSE REGISTRATION IS ON! 

 

 

The Westfield Lacrosse Club is now accepting registration for the spring 2004 season for all 
kids in third - eighth grade regardless of experience.  Our club focuses on the fundamentals 
of the game and skill development at each level. Teams at each level are balanced based on 
experience and skill, so everyone is welcome to join in.  The 3rd & 4th grade program is an in-
town program, while grades 5- 8 teams travel.  We have fun!  Lacrosse is the fastest game 
and fasting growing sport in town, with over 450 players registering last year! 
 
Registration forms are now available at The Leader Store and Lax.com in town.  The 
season generally starts in March (or in early April) and ends in June.  Practice times will be 
determined on field availability.  You can deduct $20 off your registration fee if you get your 
forms in before the deadline of December 31

st [$85 for 3rd & 4th grade, $95 for 5th- 8th 
grade].  On time registration helps us plan for our field and coaching needs~ we appreciate 
your cooperation! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the following: 
 
Boys Division: Rich Werner  789-3482 
Girls Division: Lois Hely  233-3960 
    
We’re also always looking for coaches!  All that is required is a love of the game, but we 
sure welcome experienced players who’d like to give back to the game.  Please contact us. 

Check it out! 
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BREZNITSKY, HESSEMER NAMED OFF., DEF. MVPs

Raiders Had Right Ingredient
For Success in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since the beginning of the year,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team has had the
right ingredient for success. The
Raiders won their 19th Watchung

Conference title and, although being
edged, 1-0, by Linden for the Union
County crown, the Raider boys re-
grouped to win their 11th North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 title by out-
dueling Middletown South in a
shootout.

The Raiders then came up on the
short side of a shootout against
Ramapo in the State Group 3 semifi-
nals and finished with a 22-3-1 record
to give Tom Breznitsky, in his 29th
year as Raider Head Coach, a career,
488-108-38 record, a .819 winning
percentage.

But more than the won/loss per-
centage, “This group of young men
exemplified the word team,” ex-
pressed Coach Breznitsky. “They
hung out together. They liked each
other. When you get the right combi-
nation of kids, it makes things hap-
pen. It just clicks. There were no
disciplinary problems. It made it one
of the most enjoyable years I have
had in a long time. This was a very
special group of boys.”

Leading this very special group,
that outscored opponents, 59-15,
were senior Co-Captains Ryan
Breznitsky and Mike Hessemer.
Breznitsky, who has committed to
Rutgers University, led the team in
goals with 18 and in assists with 19,
and was selected as the Offensive
Player of the Year by his teammates.
He was selected as one of the top-
five, Section Players of the year by

SHELMAN, PALATUCCI, FRIED, HUBBARD LED TEAM

Devil Girls Were Competitive,
Finished Soccer Season, 11-6-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
soccer team played with determina-
tion and heart this season, finishing
with a respectable, 11-6-1, record
and were led by senior tri-captains
Laura Shelman, Carrie Hubbard and
Lauren Meriton.

“Our goals were to try to get back
to the Union County finals, the North
Jersey Section 2 finals and reach the
state playoffs,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Peter Giordano in his 13th
year as head coach. “We knew that
was going to be difficult because of
the quality of players that we had lost
last year, plus some injuries put a

snag into what I wanted to do.”
The Blue Devils were competitive

and put things together with the play-
ers they had in every game and quali-
fied for the state tournament. “We
were seeded pretty high and lost in a
shootout game. A couple of breaks
here and there and everything would
have been different,” explained
Giordano. “The kids played hard
every game and we as a team allowed
just eight goals. Two of them were on
direct kicks and one off a penalty
kick, so that leaves just five as play
goals. I was disappointed that we
didn’t score as many goals. We harped
on that. We worked on it in many a
drill. A goal here and a goal there

could have changed a few games
around.”

Danni Fried and Gio Palatucci led
the Blue Devils with six goals and
four assists each. Melissa Rosen con-
tributed two goals and six assists.

“Looking at the total breakdown
of goals and assists, we had a total of
20 kids that scored at least one point
during the year, so it was pretty spread
out,” noted Giordano.

The Blue Devils for the first time
in years shared the goalkeeping
duties between Tara O’Donahue,
and Lauren Sinnenberg who com-
bined for 10 shutouts. O’Donahue
played 15 games, made 52 saves
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David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVILS PULLING DOWN A RAIDER…Blue Devil Bryan Power, No. 15, pulls down a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider as Jan Cocozziello, No. 12, and Dan Clark, No. 7, close in.

David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EFFECTIVE FRESHMAN GOALIE…Raider goalie Bryan Meredith, center,
is surrounded by Union Farmers while he attempts to grab the ball. Meredith
recorded 15 shutouts this season.


