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Small Area Cemeteries Remain
Buried Deep in Local History
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Much history can be learned from
local cemeteries, dating back to the
Revolutionary War, including those
located at the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, the Westfield Presbyterian
Church, the Deserted Village of
Feltville in the Watchung Reserva-
tion, and the private De Camp Fam-
ily cemetery in Scotch Plains.

The pastor of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, the Reverend Chaz
Hutchison, has an active interest in
cemeteries that began when he had
his first job in high school mowing
the grass of a cemetery in Pittsburgh.
Since coming to the church in 1990,
he has become the unofficial cem-
etery historian, and led a tour on
Halloween night this year, attended
by forty adults.

The oldest legible headstone in
the cemetery is dated 1756, Rev.
Hutchison stated in an interview with
The Westfield Leader. Church records
indicate that burials began earlier, in
1743, however no headstones exist
from this time. No records are avail-
able regarding the total number of
burials done in the history of the
location. It is an active cemetery,
with burials still occurring. A chart
of the locations of all visible head-
stones was made by a Boy Scout
working on a project to earn the
honor of Eagle Scout.

Prior to etched headstones, graves
were marked with simple rocks or
large boulders.  Stone cutting as an
art form began in about 1650. Com-
mon design themes can be seen on

most headstones from this era such
as angels’ faces with wings, as sym-
bols of immortality, and three tulips,
representing the Trinity. Age is not
given by year of birth, instead listing
the years, months and days of the
deceased at the time of death.

As with other cemeteries in the
area, the oldest headstones were made
from sandstone, a material chosen
for its availability to stone carvers at
the time. However it was a poor
choice, as this type of sedimentary
rock disintegrates due to exposure to
the elements. As a result, the front

carved area of many headstones has
either partially or completely fallen
off and been lost. Also, many head-
stones have been displaced or fallen
over due to changes in the soil during
winter freezes.

At the Scotch Plains Baptist
church, the headstones that have
fallen over are leaned up against the
outer walls of the church, so that
visitors can still see them.

There is much debate about how to
handle the decaying headstones.
Some feel that the markers should

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING...On Sunday evening, the Christmas tree at
the North Avenue train station in Westfield was lit by Mayor Gregory McDermott,
following the arrival of Santa Claus. Several hundred residents jammed the
parking lot and joined in the festivities as the Westield Community Band played
traditional Christmas music.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOMECOMING...Westfield High School students marched down East Broad
Street the day before Thanksgiving for the annual homecoming parade. Follow-
ing the parade was the annual Powderpuff football game.

Eliizabeth Correll for The Westfield Leader
LOCAL HISTORY...The revolutionary cemetary on Mountain Avenue where
the oldest gravestone is dated 1730 is rich with local history.
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Following Pleas, Protests from Neighbors, WF
Planning Board Denies Prospect St. Subdivision

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a 5-1 decision, the Westfield
Planning Board voted against the
subdivision of property at 1249 Pros-
pect Street owned by Bruce and Edna
Ashforth. The decision had come
after hours of testimony, heard at five
separate Planning Board meetings.

Many neighbors came out to op-
pose the sub-division including Su-
san and Daniel Stern, Nancy
Pedergast, Barbara Lang, Janet Fox
and Michael Tooley. All of the neigh-
bors were concerned about the sub-
division setting a bad precedent for
other properties in the neighborhood.
All noted the uniqueness of what
they term as “upper Prospect Street”
where they feel the properties there
“provide a secluded rustic environ-
ment.”

Mrs. Stern asked the Planning
Board members, “For the sake of the
town, please keep the zoning as it is.
Protect the neighbors from each other.
People who were once friends are
now opposing each other.”

Planning board member Martin

Robbins stated that he voted against
the subdivision because he was also
concerned that it would set a bad
precedent for other sub-divisions and
because he “was concerned for the
wetlands that there would be a suit-
able piece of property for a back-
yard.”

He concluded by saying that he
thought the disadvantages out-
weighed the advantages.

Robert Newell stated that he voted
no on the subdivision because he felt
a “subdivision on this site would be
a detriment.” He also noted that he
served on the committee that evalu-
ated the zoning ordinances for the
town and made changes to the Mas-
ter Plan in 1995 and felt that this
neighborhood was appropriately
zoned as an RS40 zone.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle also stated that he felt the
zoning was appropriate for the neigh-
borhood and stated, “The Master Plan
of 2002 reaffirms that.” He stated
that he recently drove up to the area
and was “surprised by all the devel-
opment that had gone on in recent
years.”

Mr. Boyle concluded by saying
“my surprise was not positive.”

Kenneth Marsh, Town Engineer,
noted that he also felt the zoning
laws were appropriate and stated that
he took offense to testimony given
by Mr. Ashforth who stated that the
“zoning had mysteriously changed
in 1995.” Mr. Marsh noted that he too
served on the committee that evalu-
ated the Master Plan in 1995 and
stated that many meetings were con-
ducted that were all open to the pub-
lic.

William Ziff echoed the sentiments
of his colleagues but also stated that
he appreciated all of the testimony
given to help the members make a
decision.

Finally, Bruce Long, who voted in
favor of the subdivision, stated that
he felt that Mr. Ashforth had always
planned to sell the lots as two sepa-
rate properties.

Mr. Ashforth testified on Monday
evening that he had always planned
to sell the lots as two separate prop-
erties as proven by the two separate
sewer lines. He also said that he did
put up the second lot on the market in
1996 only to be told by a builder that
he could not sell it, as the zoning
laws had changed in 1995.

In earlier meetings, testimony
given from the applicant’s engineer,
Andrew Birtok from Harbor Con-
sultants in Cranford, noted that be-
cause there are wetlands in the first
proposed sub-divided lot a 50-foot
buffer zone would be installed, which
is required by the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) He
testified that the dimensions of the
buffer zone would change at differ-
ent places of the property narrowing
at some points to 25-feet and widen-
ing at other places to 75-feet.

This, Mr. Birtok stated, was “an
acceptable practice” as he under-

stood the rules of the DEP. He noted
that as long as the the land was
compensated at another point, it was
acceptable to go less than the 50-foot
buffer. This he explained in what he
did by widening the buffer zone to
75-feet at the other end.

Edward Kuc of Eastern States En-
vironmental Associates testified in
October on behalf of the Ashforth’s
application stating that according to
the Wetland Letter of Interpretation
submitted to the DEP in May of this
year, the buffer area was compliable
to the restrictions set forth by the
DEP. He noted that the two proposed
properties would have separate drain-
age issues.

Mr. Kuc also stated that there would
be a declaration of a deed restriction
noting that one location was increased
so that both lots could meet the 50-
foot buffer zone requirement. He
concluded that in his opinion, Mr.
Birtok submitted a plan that met
DEP requirements.

Town Planning Consultant Blais
Brancheau of Robert Catlin and As-

sociates, stated in October, that un-
der Town Ordinance 10.04H which
is an ordinance regarding the “suit-
ability of lots” he questioned the
“suitable room not only for a build-
ing, but for a yard.”

He questioned Mr. Kuc if munici-
pal codes preclude any DEP deci-
sions about “usual” or “reasonable”
rear yard setbacks noting that the
according to Westfield Town Codes
35-feet is required where 26-feet
exists for the current structure and
20-feet is proposed from the wet-
lands area.

Mr. Kuc noted that while the DEP
does not get involved with
municipality’s zoning issues it does
receive “countless applications”
where it is “commonplace” that 20-
feet serves as a “reasonable back-
yard.”

According to testimony given by
the owner, Mr. Ashforth, the prop-
erty was not always one lot and was
merged by him in 1981 for tax pur-
poses. He stated that the first prop-
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State of WF District’s
Special Ed. Program
Heard by School Bd.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Assistant Superintendent
for Student Services Dr. Ted Kozlik
reported to the Westfield Board of
Education on the state of the school
district’s Special Education program
at its meeting on Tuesday.

Dr. Kozlik reported that between
14 and 16 percent of all students in the
school district are involved with the
district’s special education programs.
In federally mandated tests, the
district’s students with disabilities
exceeded federal benchmarks as out-
lined in the No Child Left Behind Act.

Assistant Superintendent of Hu-
man Resources Margaret Dolan cau-
tioned that while the district’s scores
were acceptable this year, they will
have to improve in subsequent years
to stay above the required scores.

In response to the need to bolster
scores, Dr. Kozlik presented the board
with an overview of the district’s
special education programs, in order
to give the board facts from which
they can determine ways to improve
the program’s performance.

Dr. Kozlik’s presentation consisted

of an extensive breakdown of the
enrollment numbers of the special
education program, as well as de-
scriptions of the various methodolo-
gies applied to the assistance of stu-
dents with disabilities.

Additionally, Dr. Kozlik raised is-
sues pertaining to the In-Class Sup-
port system employed by some
classes in the district. The In-Class
Support program involves integrat-
ing students with disabilities into
mainstream classes with a special
education teacher or paraprofessional
assigned to help them.

This approach has drawn criticism
from parents of both mainstream and
special education students.

One of the issues addressed at the
meeting dealt with Grade Point Av-
erage (GPA) equity. In the current
system, students with disabilities are
held to a different standard than
mainstream students, yet both groups
receive the same quality points to-
ward determining GPA.

Schools Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley addressed the is-
sue, saying, “There is a different
standard, yet we are awarding the
same grades and the same quality
points…As a parent, I think you’d
want to keep your child in main-
stream classes and I think we may be
holding onto that for too long.”

Dr. Kozlik also mentioned the dif-
ferent structures of the Special Edu-
cation at Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools. The program at
Roosevelt is based in resource rooms
where students with disabilities can
learn in an environment more condu-
cive to their individual abilities, while
Edison’s program revolves around
In-Class Support.

The meeting was attended by a
number of parents of students with
disabilities. A number of the parents
voiced their concerns to the board
while complimenting the district’s
special education program and staff.

Mary Ann Gingrich, a representa-
tive of the Westfield Parent-Teacher
Council’s Special Education Com-
mittee, also briefly addressed the
board, suggesting that board mem-
bers observe resource rooms during
school hours to get a feel for how
teaching and learning are accom-
plished there.

Ms. Gingrich also said that parents
of students with disabilities should
“become their child’s advocate” in
seeing that their child is put on the
track most suitable to his or her

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

New WHS Parking
Ordinance Passes

First Reading
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After listening to many residents
whose homes will be affected by the
Westfield High School parking ordi-
nance, the council narrowly passed
the ordinance on first reading with
Mayor Gregory McDermott break-
ing the 3-3 tie. Council members
Peter Echausse, Matthew Albano and
David Haas all voted no. Both Coun-
cilman Lawrence Goldman and
Councilwoman Susan Jacobson, who
represent the fourth ward, were ab-
sent from the meeting.

If passed at the Tuesday, Decem-
ber 16 meeting the ordinance creates
an alternate side of the street parking
system on streets such as Dorian
Place, Shackamaxon Drive,
Knollwood Terrace and Shadowlawn
Drive. The council has worked in
conjunction with the board of educa-
tion to develop this ordinance. Park-
ing is also limited to seniors only,
who live more than ½ mile from the
high school.

Board of Education President
Arlene Gardner was present in the
council chambers and absent from
her own meeting. She said that the
board has looked at and will con-
tinue to look at off street parking
options. According to Ms. Gardner
there are 360 seniors this year.

Ms. Gardner also said that trolleys
and buses were not a viable option as
the students are not interested. She
said that the board passed the park-
ing policy and a code of conduct,
which if the council passes the ordi-
nance will reduce the parking by 140
juniors and 10 to 20 seniors. She said
that this policy is the best solution for
the short term, and noted that since it
was “managing to make everyone
equally unhappy” it was probably
the right thing to do.

Residents from Shackamaxon
Drive, Dorian Place and Knollwood
Terrace were present at the meeting
to voice their opposition to the ordi-
nance. Many of the residents voiced
opposition to the fact that once the
restrictions are in place they will
have to pay a $10 permit fee to park
on their streets and be subject to the
alternate side of the street parking
rules. Residents also said that busing
should be looked into, as well as
including streets such as Stoneleigh
Park and Edgar Road, which are
currently no parking zones.

Thomas Long of Dorian Place said
that “the school doesn’t have a park-

ing problem, the town doesn’t have a
parking problem, I have a parking
problem.” He added that, “no one
seems to care about resident im-
pact.”

First Ward Councilman Echausse
stated that there are a lot of residents
who already pay the $10 permit fee
to park on their streets. He also stated
that he walks from his home on Tuttle
Parkway to the train station and back
every day. “The board of education
has not done enough to get the se-
niors to cooperate,” he said. “I’m not
confident that this policy goes far
enough.”

Michelle Sternfeld Tobert stated
that the ordinance would degrade the
value of her home “to provide park-
ing for pampered yuppy kids.” She
also questioned how the code of con-
duct would be enforced.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky stated that a lot of seniors
who drive, have after school jobs to
go to.

Residents of Shackamaxon Drive
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Solution
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BOOK AS YOU.

RON BANSKY

715 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company

be allowed to fall apart naturally,
and return to the soil where the
deceased lays buried. Others be-
lieve that the gravestones are such
important pieces of history that they
should be preserved for future gen-
erations to see. The problem is that
a method for preserving the stones
has not yet been discovered.

Many visitors come to cemeteries
to do rubbings on the gravestones, a
process where special paper and
color are used to make a mimic of
the etchings. People doing genea-
logical research go to cemeteries to
further their research on their fam-
ily tree. One family visited the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church cem-
etery and, finding a relative’s head-
stone broken off, looked into re-
placing the stone. The cost of repro-
ducing the original was prohibitive,
so instead the family chose to place
a flat marker noting the grave loca-
tion.

Many cemeteries in the area have
gravesites dedicated to Revolution-
ary War veterans. In Westfield,
thirty-three soldiers are listed. At
the Baptist Church, special markers
are located at the graves of those
who served in that war.

The Westfield Presbyterian
Church named its cemetery “The
Revolutionary Cemetery,” and the
records of the site are currently be-
ing digitized by church member
Dave Rogers, with the assistance of
a Boy Scout working on a project to
earn his Eagle Scout standing. The
oldest gravestone is dated 1730, and
there is an unconfirmed grave dat-
ing to 1724. Records show that 1,121

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Small Area Cemeteries Remain
Buried Deep in Local History

plots were sold, however some have
not been used. The last burial to
occur there was in 1958.

An example of a private family
burial area is the De Camp Family
cemetery, located on Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. Rick Bousquet is
the author of “Images of America,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood,” a his-
tory of the area, and President of the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood since 1990.  In an
interview with The Leader, Mr.
Bousquet explained that it was very
common for farmers in the 1700’s to
bury family members on their prop-
erty.

At this particular site, it is be-
lieved that six people are buried,
and these include not only land-
owner family, but also servants and
American Indians. Currently a new
family lives at the location, and they
have marked the site with a plaque
and are welcoming visitors. They
also allow groups to perform annual
ceremonies honoring Revolutionary
veterans and American Indians bur-
ied there.

Revolutionary soldiers are also
buried in a small cemetery located
in the Deserted Village of Feltville
in the Watchung Reservation. It is
believed that twenty-four people
were buried there, however only
four gravestones remain. The land
was originally settled by the
Wilcocks family, who ran a grist
and lumber mill. Later a village was
founded in 1845 by David Felt, a
New York City businessman to pro-
vide housing for workers at his
nearby paper mill.

THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE…New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
left, and Susan Massa, center, of Westfield Pose for a quick picture during the
New York City Thanksgiving Day parade. Ms. Massa has been a clown in the
parade for three years.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LET IT SNOW…On Tuesday, Westfield experienced its first snowfall. The
short, blustery snow squall lightly covered the Westfield train station and the
station parking lot.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
JOLLY TIME…The Westfield Community Band entertained several hundred
people in the crowd with festive music during the Westfield Christmas Tree
lighting ceremony last Sunday night at the northside train station.

Westfield Chamber
Holds Awards Dinner

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) held its 55th Anniversary
Dinner and Faith In Westfield Awards
at the Primavera Regency in Ster-
ling, Warren County last Monday.

Charlie Weidman was selected by
the WACC Board as the evening’s
Guest of Honor for his service as
Chairman of the Westfield Parking
Advisory Committee.

Mr. Weidman thanked WACC and
told the modest crowd in attendance
that he’s happy that Westfield will
now be getting two decks, although
three would be better. He also indi-
cated that it is good that the decks
will be developed with the peripher-
als as well.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick en-
tertained the group as Master of
Ceremonies with his comic routines
in promoting the “silent auction”
and assisted recently appointed Ex-
ecutive Director of the WACC,
Allison O’Hara with the presenta-
tions.

Westfield Town Councilman David
Haas represented the mayor in the
proclamations accompanying the
awards.

In a very popular moment, Mary
Hartmann was presented with the
Employee of the Year award for her
work at Robert Treat Delicatessen
since 1982. Her son, John, and the
Kasich family, owners of the busi-
ness, joined in the warm recognition
of Mrs. Hartmann.

Weldon Materials, a fifth genera-
tion business in Westfield since 1898,
was presented with the Business of
the Year award. Weldon is a leading
supplier of building materials to the
New Jersey construction industry.

President Bill Weldon said he re-
membered when the company’s of-
fices were above the Rialto Theatre
and that he’s looking forward to the
expansion of his Central Avenue of-
fice. He said that Westfield will al-
ways be part of the Weldon Com-
pany.

Outgoing Chairperson of the
WACC Executive Board Diane
Barabas praised the Westfield Ser-
vice League in presenting them with
the Community Service Award.

Incoming Chairperson of the
WACC for next year, Richard
Fromkin of Westfield Interiors, told
The Westfield Leader that he was
pleased with the turnout and is look-
ing forward to next year.

erty was acquired in 1967 and the
second in 1974 and were both bought
from then builder, Ehmann Fhen,
who has been retired for many years.

He noted that the variance approv-
als needed regarding side yard, lot
width, lot frontage and front yard
set-back relief are a result of zoning
changes that happened in 1995 when
the town’s Master Plan was adopted.

He noted that over the years the
zoning has gone from RS100 to
RS100L to RS40. He stated that when
the latest zoning change took place in
1995, 12 out of the 18 homes in that
particular zone were then re-zoned at
non-compliance of the new ordinance.

According to Mr. Ashforth, a total
of 67 percent of lots rezoned do not
meet the zoning changes. He did
state however, that his property was
not one of the 67 percent.

He added that when he first bought
the second lot there was already a
foundation put in place, from the
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Prospect Street Subdivision
Denied by WF Planning Bd.

builder, but the town had stopped the
project because of sewage concerns.

Mr. Ashforth concluded that the
town did put a sewer system in the
late 1970s and that he then bought
two separate sewer lines so that some
day when he and his wife retired they
could sell the second property to a
builder.

In other business, an application
made by Michael and Nancy
Fischette of 111 Tudor Oval seeking
minor subdivision approval has been
postponed to the January meeting,
due to the late hour.

In addition, the application regard-
ing 555 Westfield Avenue has also
been postponed because of the late
hour. The appeal is for interior alter-
ations and renovations in addition to
the construction of an exterior lift to
serve special needs patients.

The next Planning Board meeting,
which is the re-organizational meeting,
is scheduled for January 8, at 8 p.m.

needs.
She noted that the next meeting of

the committee will take place on
Wednesday, December 10.

Board of Education President and
Liaison to the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, Arlene Gardner, confirmed that
the township has agreed in principle
to reimburse the school district for
funds it would lose in the township’s
redevelopment program.

Ms. Gardner was optimistic about
further collaboration with the coun-
cil, saying, “This is the best relation-
ship the board of education and the
town council have had.”

She also spoke to the town council
about the school board’s newly
drafted parking policy.

The board received the results of
its yearly audit, which found that all
of the district’s financial matters are
in order. The audit, compiled by
Robert S. Morrison, Certified Public
School Accountant, came with rec-
ommendations that “a record of gen-
eral fixed assets be maintained in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State of Special Education
Program Heard by BOE

accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles” and “that all
unexpended special revenue pro-
grams funds be identified and re-
funded to grantors at the close of the
grant periods.”

Interested parties may inspect the
Comprehensive Annual Report, which
is held on file at the office of Board
Secretary and Business Administra-
tor Robert Berman at the Administra-
tion Building on Elm Street.

A number of policies were ap-
proved for final reading, turning them
into official district doctrine. These
include policies on reporting acci-
dents, hate crimes and bias incidents
in schools, and missing children.

Additionally, board member Ri-
chard Solomon, head of the Policy
Committee, offered 12 new policies
for the board to approve for first
reading. Eleven of these policies were
approved for first reading, while the
12th, a policy on weapons, was tabled
until the next meeting in order to
spend time clarifying its language.

noted that the corner of Shackamaxon
and Rahway Avenue is a dangerous
intersection which has had many
accidents. They voiced concern in
placing more traffic at that corner.

Linda Long suggested that the
Memorial Pool parking lot be used
for students during the school year.

Art Cooke suggested that the coun-
cil “keep it simple” by creating a
radius around the high school where
parking is only allowed on one side
of the street. Mr. Cooke said that this
would alleviate safety issues.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that “we have to do
something about this problem” adding
that this ordinance is a “good beginning.”

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana stated that, “if we do noth-
ing, the situation will only worsen.”

Councilman Albano stated that this
is a “school board problem” and that
he doesn’t “think what’s before us

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New WHS Parking Ordinance
Passes First Reading at Mtg.

this evening is where we should start.”
Mayor McDermott, who stated he

voted yes to break the tie so that the
ordinance can be further discussed in
two weeks. He added that he is con-
cerned about asking residents for a
permit fee when they did not ask for
the restrictions.

In other business the council passed
a resolution to authorize the negotia-
tion and execution of an addendum
to prior contract of sale concerning
New Street. Last year the town en-
tered into a contract with Newpointe
Realty, LLC to vacate New Street for
$333,000. The town received a de-
posit and gave the deed to Newpointe.

Since that time the plans submit-
ted to the Board of Adjustment were
withdrawn. According to Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea the deed
will now be held in escrow pending
new plans being submitted to the
council and town boards for approval.

Scotch Plains Council
Begins Plans for New

Communication Tower
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Following a
long colloquy with a concerned resi-
dent and a extended explanation by
its members, the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council last week approved a
resolution appointing a Morristown
firm to prepare plans and specifica-
tions for the construction of a new
communications tower at the south
side firehouse.

In addition to vastly improving
fire department communications, the
tower will serve as a new township
revenue source via the leasing of the
tower to private cellular companies
that may wish to place their antennas
on the new structure.

At its regular meeting on Novem-
ber 25, the council named Edwards &
Kelcey to draw up plans for what is
expected to be a 150-foot high tower
that will replace a four-decade-old
121-foot tower that is situated behind
the firehouse at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Raritan Road.

Township Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
has recommended a new tower be-
cause, as Councilwoman Nancy
Malool said last week, fire depart-
ment communications are “inad-
equate and outdated,” with
firefighters experiencing difficulty
communicating with each other.

Earlier, at the council’s confer-
ence meeting, Bill Butler, a resident
of Black Birch Road, spoke with
council members for more than 30
minutes about his vehement opposi-
tion to a new tower.

Mr. Butler said there was “a per-
ception that these towers have a nega-
tive health impact,” adding that pro-
spective home buyers may decide
against purchasing a home in the
neighborhood because of the pres-
ence of the new tower, which he termed
“ugly” due to what he felt would be
excessive cell phone antennas stick-
ing out from the tower’s main pole.

While saying he understands the
problems regarding fire department
communications, Mr. Butler urged
that the existing tower be modern-
ized instead of replacing it with “an
ugly looking thing that you want to
put in my neighborhood.”

During the conference meeting
discussion, Mayor Martin Marks said
he understood the perception of such

towers as a health threat, but said that
several sources, including the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
and an independent study commis-
sioned by township officials, found
no health risk from communications
towers.

Mr. Butler also questioned how
much revenue will be raised by any
leasing to cell phone companies and
what, if any, impact it would have on
local property taxes.

The mayor admitted it was highly
unlikely that the revenues received
from the leasing would result in lower
taxes, but instead called it a new and
creative way of raising revenue that
could offset the need for a higher tax
hike in the future.

It is estimated that leasing space
on the tower to four to six companies
will result in the cost of the new
structure – $150,000-$200,000 –
being paid for in a year or two, with
the township realizing outright rev-
enue in the years after.

Mayor Marks said the revenue as-
pect of a new tower is a tertiary reason
for its construction. Public safety and
improved fire department communi-
cations are primary, he said, noting
that the existing tower, which was
built in the late 1950s, is inadequate.

He added that permitting private
cell companies to install antennas on
the tower will remedy the situation
in certain areas on the south side of
Scotch Plains where cell phone users
experience so-called “dead zones”
in which their phones don’t work
properly. He called the south side
firehouse property “the most appro-
priate site to plug that gap.”

Prior to the council’s vote at its
regular meeting to appoint Edwards
& Kelcey to design a new tower, Mr.
Butler reiterated his opposition.

The mayor again defended the
move, saying it was important for
township emergency personnel. He
emphasized that the township will
have control over the design of the
tower, over where it is placed “and
everything afterwards,” such as the
leasing of the tower and the terms of
those leases.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, a
member of the local fire department,
called the new tower “something that
has been necessary for a very long
time.”


