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Township Council Begins Plans
For New Communication Tower

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Following a long colloquy with a
concerned resident and a extended
explanation by its members, the
Scotch Plains Township Council
last week approved a resolution
appointing a Morristown firm to
prepare plans and specifications for
the construction of a new commu-
nications tower at the south side
firehouse.

In addition to vastly improving
fire department communications,
the tower will serve as a new town-
ship revenue source via the leasing
of the tower to private cellular com-
panies that may wish to place their
antennas on the new structure.

At its regular meeting on No-
vember 25, the council named
Edwards & Kelcey to draw up plans
for what is expected to be a 150-
foot high tower that will replace a
four-decade-old 121-foot tower that
is situated behind the firehouse at
the corner of Martine Avenue and
Raritan Road.

Township Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis has recommended a new tower
because, as Councilwoman Nancy
Malool said last week, fire depart-
ment communications are “inad-
equate and outdated,” with
firefighters experiencing difficulty
communicating with each other.

Earlier, at the council’s confer-
ence meeting, Bill Butler, a resi-
dent of Black Birch Road, spoke
with council members for more than
30 minutes about his vehement op-
position to a new tower.

Mr. Butler said there was “a per-
ception that these towers have a
negative health impact,” adding that
prospective home buyers may de-
cide against purchasing a home in
the neighborhood because of the
presence of the new tower, which

he termed “ugly” due to what he
felt would be excessive cell phone
antennas sticking out from the
tower’s main pole.

While saying he understands the
problems regarding fire department
communications, Mr. Butler urged
that the existing tower be modern-
ized instead of replacing it with
“an ugly looking thing that you
want to put in my neighborhood.”

During the conference meeting
discussion, Mayor Martin Marks
said he understood the perception
of such towers as a health threat,
but said that several sources, in-
cluding the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and an indepen-
dent study commissioned by town-
ship officials, found no health risk
from communications towers.

Mr. Butler also questioned how
much revenue will be raised by any
leasing to cell phone companies
and what, if any, impact it would
have on local property taxes.

The mayor admitted it was highly
unlikely that the revenues received
from the leasing would result in
lower taxes, but instead called it a
new and creative way of raising
revenue that could offset the need
for a higher tax hike in the future.

It is estimated that leasing space
on the tower to four to six compa-
nies will result in the cost of the
new structure – $150,000-$200,000
– being paid for in a year or two,
with the township realizing out-
right revenue in the years after.

Mayor Marks said the revenue
aspect of a new tower is a tertiary
reason for its construction. Public
safety and improved fire depart-
ment communications are primary,
he said, noting that the existing
tower, which was built in the late
1950s, is inadequate.

He added that permitting private

cell companies to install antennas
on the tower will remedy the situ-
ation in certain areas on the south
side of Scotch Plains where cell
phone users experience so-called
“dead zones” in which their phones
don’t work properly. He called the
south side firehouse property “the
most appropriate site to plug that
gap.”

Prior to the council’s vote at its
regular meeting to appoint Edwards
& Kelcey to design a new tower,
Mr. Butler reiterated his opposi-
tion.

The mayor again defended the
move, saying it was important for
township emergency personnel. He
emphasized that the township will
have control over the design of the
tower, over where it is placed “and
everything afterwards,” such as the
leasing of the tower and the terms
of those leases.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, a
member of the local fire depart-
ment, called the new tower “some-
thing that has been necessary for a
very long time.”
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SP Agreement
With Sewerage

Authority Altered
 By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Once the autumn leaf pickup is
completed, Scotch Plains Public
Works personnel could begin to col-
lect fallen tree branches that have
resulted from the high windstorms
of recent weeks.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said at the November 25 Township
Council meeting that the Public
Works Department “has been inun-
dated with queries” about if and
when branches will be collected. He
said Public Works Director Walter
DiNizo’s first priority is cleaning the
leaves off the streets.

“Once that is done,” Mr. Atkins
said, “an effort will be made to col-
lect the branches,” although he said
it will be several weeks before the
leaf pick-up program is completed.
He did warn homeowners not to mix
tree branches with the leave piles
because the branches can damage
the vacuum trucks that are collecting
leaves.

In other business, at its November
25 meeting, the council approved an
ordinance modifying the township’s
membership agreement with the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority (PARSA), which handles
wastewater disposal for certain areas
of Scotch Plains.

The amendment permits certain
fees to be billed directly to munici-
palities, which in turn bill certain
industrial and commercial users.

Councilman Frank Rossi said the
change allows better control by towns
and higher collection rates while
lowering local expenses.

Robert Johnston, a PARSA mem-
ber, called the modifications “good
for Scotch Plains.”

The council also introduced two
ordinances that will be the subject of
public hearings at its Tuesday, De-
cember 9 meeting. The first will
establish the intersection of Wood
Road and Golf Street as a stop inter-
section, with a stop sign placed on
Wood Road. The other proposed or-
dinance will raise fees for copies of
birth, death and marriage certificates
from $4 to $7.

Small Area Cemeteries Remain
Buried Deep in Local History
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

Much history can be learned from
local cemeteries, dating back to the
Revolutionary War, including those
located at the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, the Westfield Presbyterian
Church, the Deserted Village of
Feltville in the Watchung Reserva-
tion, and the private De Camp Fam-
ily cemetery in Scotch Plains.

The pastor of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, the Reverend Chaz
Hutchison, has an active interest in
cemeteries that began when he had
his first job in high school mowing
the grass of a cemetery in Pittsburgh.
Since coming to the church in 1990,
he has become the unofficial cem-
etery historian, and led a tour on
Halloween night this year, attended
by forty adults.

The oldest legible headstone in the
cemetery is dated 1756, Rev.
Hutchison stated in an interview with
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood Times.
Church records indicate that burials
began earlier, in 1743, however no
headstones exist from this time. No
records are available regarding the
total number of burials done in the
history of the location. It is an active
cemetery, with burials still occur-
ring. A chart of the locations of all
visible headstones was made by a
Boy Scout working on a project to
earn the honor of Eagle Scout.

Prior to etched headstones, graves
were marked with simple rocks or
large boulders.  Stone cutting as an
art form began in about 1650. Com-
mon design themes can be seen on
most headstones from this era such
as angels’ faces with wings, as sym-
bols of immortality, and three tulips,
representing the Trinity. Age is not
given by year of birth, instead listing
the years, months and days of the
deceased at the time of death.

As with other cemeteries in the
area, the oldest headstones were made
from sandstone, a material chosen
for its availability to stone carvers at
the time. However it was a poor

choice, as this type of sedimentary
rock disintegrates due to exposure to
the elements. As a result, the front
carved area of many headstones has
either partially or completely fallen
off and been lost. Also, many head-
stones have been displaced or fallen
over due to changes in the soil during
winter freezes.

At the Scotch Plains Baptist
church, the headstones that have
fallen over are leaned up against the
outer walls of the church, so that
visitors can still see them.

There is much debate about how to
handle the decaying headstones.
Some feel that the markers should be
allowed to fall apart naturally, and
return to the soil where the deceased
lays buried. Others believe that the
gravestones are such important pieces
of history that they should be pre-
served for future generations to see.

The problem is that a method for
preserving the stones has not yet
been discovered.

Many visitors come to cemeteries
to do rubbings on the gravestones, a
process where special paper and color
are used to make a mimic of the
etchings. People doing genealogical
research go to cemeteries to further
their research on their family tree.
One family visited the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church cemetery and, find-
ing a relative’s headstone broken off,
looked into replacing the stone. The
cost of reproducing the original was
prohibitive, so instead the family
chose to place a flat marker noting
the grave location.

Many cemeteries in the area have
gravesites dedicated to Revolution-
ary War veterans. In Westfield, thirty-
three soldiers are listed. At the Bap-

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
LOCAL HISTORY...The cemetary at the Scotch Plains Baptist church is full of
local history with the oldest legible headstone in the cemetery dated 1756.

Benjamin Corbin for The Times
COMMUNICATIONS...The Scotch Plains Township Council is looking to
replace the 121-foot tall communications tower with a 150-tower, which would
upgrade the communications system.

FW Council Angered By Union
County Officials Retroactive Raise

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

In a special meeting of the Fanwood
Borough Council, which preceded
the agenda meeting on Tuesday night,
the council reiterated the resolution
to lend the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) money
for the ongoing Field of Dreams
Project.

Councilman Stuart Kline said that
“in the spirit of generosity,” the
Borough of Fanwood would lend
the board $75,000 which is needed
to complete the project, and the
money would be paid back to
Fanwood over the course of three
years at $1,000 a month with no
interest.

In accordance with the resolution,
the board heard the second reading
of the bond ordinance, which will
allow the borough to “bond the
money” and contribute to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Councilman Andrew Calamaras
pointed out that the council is more
readily able to bond in a timely fash-
ion whereas it is more difficult for
the BOE to do so – thus, the borough
is assisting the school district so the
Field of Dreams Project can be car-
ried out.

Although four ordinances, includ-
ing an ordinance to amend the Land
Use Ordinance relating to Historic
Signs and Markers, were posted for
first readings as part of the special
meeting agenda, the council deferred
the readings for the December 9
meeting so council members could
have more time to look into the ordi-
nances.

The council did however pass two
resolutions, one for an appointment
to the Plainfield Area Regional Sew-
erage Authority, and one to increase
the amount of money for the services
of Frank Regan, Redevelopment At-
torney from $7,500 to $9,500.

As part of the agenda meeting, the
council heard various proposals for
resolutions, most notably one for an
increase in salaries for county offi-
cials, which elicited adamant re-
sponses from the council people. The
steep rate for proposed salary in-
creases has been the buzz throughout
Union County, and it especially an-

gered Councilman Kline.
According to Mr. Kline, the pay

increase was introduced so soon af-
ter elections and because officials
propose the salary increase to be
retroactive for one year, county offi-
cials send “the wrong signal” to tax-
payers.

Councilman Joel Whitaker agreed,
saying the proposal “borders on bad
practice.”

Mayor Louis Jung concurred with
his fellow council people. “This is
not the first time this has happened,”
he said about the suggested pay in-
crease. The council resolved to find
a way to oppose the salary increases.

The council also noted a meeting

Brooks Crandall for The Times
THE LINE UP…The Scotch Plains Fanwood High School Marching Band lines
up before the Scotch Plains/Elizabeth football game on Thanksgiving Day.

on Wednesday night, December 3 in
Westfield to discuss increased rates
from Elizabethtown Water Company,
which affects Union county.

In other new business, the Bor-
ough Council resolved to renew con-
tracts with Horizon Blue Cross Blue
Shield for Borough Employee Ben-
efits with increased rates of 9.7 per-
cent.

On Monday, December 8, the bor-
ough will interview a candidate for
the police department who would
begin in January 2004 to relieve of-
ficers working overtime.

The next Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil meeting will be on Tuesday, De-
cember 9.

SP Television Could
See Tech. Upgrade

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains’ local cable televi-
sion channel may be in line for a
significant upgrade, one that could
include additional programming, the
ability to more easily broadcast ur-
gent messages to the community and
an overall enhancement of its audio
and visual aspects.

At last month’s New Jersey State
League of Municipalities conven-
tion in Atlantic City, three members
of the Township Council spoke with
representatives of a company that
provides municipal cable stations
with software that provides a tech-
nology upgrade.

During Tuesday night’s conference
meeting, Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge said that she and Council-
women Paulette Coronato and Nancy
Malool had viewed a promotional
DVD explaining some of the ben-
efits of a technology upgrade for TV-
34.

Ms. Sorge said the costs of the new
equipment “are fairly minimal” and
depend on whether a municipality
pursues a high-end option, which
would include programming, addi-
tional graphics and other improve-
ments, or a more bare bones and
simple approach.

Several months ago, the council
had discussed possibly purchasing
some new equipment to enhance TV-
34’s broadcasts, such as new moni-
tors and audio and software equip-
ment to use in conjunction with its
editing system as well as a new bul-
letin board system and, if feasible, a
third television camera.

Councilwoman Malool said the
new technology also enables station
personnel to insert emergency an-
nouncements on the air from a re-
mote location, such as their home
computer. This could be helpful, she
said, in instances such as a snow-
storm that results in school closings.
The company also produces actual
programs for broadcast.

Mrs. Malool said the DVD presen-
tation she viewed “looks so much
better than” the present TV-34 broad-
casts.

Ms. Sorge said the new technol-
ogy would make the job of Robert
Merkle, TV-34’s director, “a whole

lot easier,” and added that it would
not result in the replacement of any
of the present staff.

She added that the State Police
would also have access to the station
so they could post emergency infor-
mation such as Amber Alerts for
missing children.

Ms. Sorge gave the demonstration
DVD to Mayor Martin Marks and
Councilman Frank Rossi so they can
view it before a representative from
the company makes a more formal
presentation to the council.

In other matters discussed during a
very brief conference session, the
council is looking at signing a new
animal control contract next month.
For the past three years, Associated
Humane Societies of Newark has
provided this service to Scotch Plains
and, given the lack of options in the
absence of a county-sponsored ani-
mal control effort, it looks as if the
group will do so again in 2004.

One change in any future agree-
ment is that Associated Humane will
not pick up deer carcasses, meaning
the township may need to contact
state officials to dispose of those
animals, which have proliferated in
recent years, mostly on the south
side of town near the Ashbrook Res-
ervation.

Before moving forward on a new
contract, Mayor Marks said he
wanted to see an itemized list of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The Freshest 
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Hundreds of the freshest cut trees 
are on display in our lot.  Since 
we know freshness is important, 

we place each tree in its own 
basin of water.  Our trees are all 
pre-drilled for the Stand-Strait 

Tree Stand which makes set up 
a snap.  We  buy all of our cut 
trees back with a $5 credit after 

the season to recycle them.  
Wl120503

Limit One Discount Per Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Discounts.

$5 OFF
Any Cut 

Tree 
(over $30)

Any Cut 
Tree

plus
$5
Credit

plus
$5
Credit
when cut tree returned.when cut tree returned.Expires

12/15/03

Free Photo
W/SantaSat. & Sun.

1pm - 4pm

Gift Card
Special!!!

Buy a $50 Gift Card
And get a $10 Gift Card FREE

Quick Gift
Solution

In addition, the council approved
a resolution hiring five contractors
to assist township personnel during
any heavy snowfalls during the com-
ing winter.

Frank Galbraith, Ralph Checchio,
Truesdale Nursery, Scotch Plains
Tree Service and Green Meadows
Landscaping will supply snowplows
and other necessary vehicles in the
event of any excessive snowfalls
between December 3 and April 2004
and be compensated at a rate of $85
per hour and $100 per hour if heavier
equipment is required.

In response to a question from
resident Harold Brody about pos-
sible plans for the Terrill Road site
of the now-demolished Club Malibu,
Mayor Martin Marks said he, Mr.
Atkins and Construction Officer
Robert LaCosta are scheduled to
meet this week with the property’s
new owners, who want to hear “what
our ideas might be for an appropri-
ate development on that lot.”

The mayor praised the new own-
ers for their desire to talk with town-
ship officials about the site.

Township Attorney Douglas

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Alters Agreement
With Area Sewerage Authority

Hansen said that in the year since
the property was sold, the new own-
ers “have been more than coopera-
tive” with local officials.

At the beginning of its meeting,
Mayor Marks presented Township
Clerk Barbara Riepe with a trophy
from McDonald’s of the New York
Tri-State area recognizing her as a
“community icon” for her long-
standing service to the township.

Mrs. Riepe has been employed by
the local government for 46 years and
has been Township Clerk since 1987.

The council will hold two more
regular meetings this year, on De-
cember 9 and 16. Its reorganization
meeting will be held on January 1.

tist Church, special markers are lo-
cated at the graves of those who
served in that war.

The Westfield Presbyterian Church
named its cemetery “The Revolu-
tionary Cemetery,” and the records
of the site are currently being digi-
tized by church member Dave
Rogers, with the assistance of a Boy
Scout working on a project to earn
his Eagle Scout standing. The oldest
gravestone is dated 1730, and there
is an unconfirmed grave dating to
1724. Records show that 1,121 plots
were sold, however some have not
been used. The last burial to occur
there was in 1958.

An example of a private family
burial area is the De Camp Family
cemetery, located on Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. Rick Bousquet is
the author of “Images of America,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood,” a his-
tory of the area, and President of the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood since 1990.  In an
interview with The Times, Mr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Small Area Cemeteries Remain
Buried Deep in Local History

Bousquet explained that it was very
common for farmers in the 1700’s to
bury family members on their prop-
erty. At this particular site, it is be-
lieved that six people are buried, and
these include not only landowner fam-
ily, but also servants and American
Indians. Currently a new family lives
at the location, and they have marked
the site with a plaque and are welcom-
ing to visitors. They also allow groups
to perform annual ceremonies honor-
ing Revolutionary veterans and Ameri-
can Indians buried there.

Revolutionary soldiers are also
buried in a small cemetery located in
the Deserted Village of Feltville in
the Watchung Reservation. It is be-
lieved that twenty-four people were
buried there, however only four
gravestones remain. The land was
originally settled by the Wilcocks
family, who ran a grist and lumber
mill. Later a village was founded in
1845 by David Felt, a New York City
businessman to provide housing for
workers at his nearby paper mill.

AT&T’s Cellular Antenna Application Continues
At Recent Meeting of Fanwood Planning Board

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD -- A hearing for
AT&T’s application to install cellu-
lar antennas on a PSE&G tower near
La Grande Avenue, adjacent to
Brohm Place, continued at the No-
vember 25 Fanwood Planning Board
meeting. However, additional clari-
fications requested from the
applicant’s radio frequency expert
delayed completion of the applica-
tion for the second month in a row.

AT&T proposes placing twelve
cellular antennas at a height of 118
feet on the 126-foot tower. Addition-
ally, a fenced in equipment com-
pound would be built at the base of
the tower, measuring approximately
10 feet by 25 feet. The compound
would be surrounded by a board-on-
board fence made of a synthetic
material and would be surrounded
by a landscaping buffer. The carrier
claims the installation is necessary
due to a significant gap in coverage,
which exists for their cellular cus-
tomers.

The applicant has requested a use
variance; as the antennas are not
permitted in a residential zone, a
height variance; as the antennas
would be mounted higher than the 35
foot maximum allowed and a bulk
variance; as the equipment compound
would be less than the required 50
feet from an existing gas line.

Edwin Ortega, AT&T’s radio fre-
quency expert again testified at length
on various technical issues and re-
sponded to concerns raised previ-
ously by the board and questions by
the board’s radio frequency expert,
James Gross.

Mr. Ortega testified that the data
obtained from actual drive tests of
failed calls, indicated that the cover-
age gap was even greater than prior

forecasts that had used software
propagation tools. Mr. Ortega ex-
plained that the discrepancy was
caused as the carrier powers down
surrounding sites to isolate the prob-
lem areas and avoid block calls. He
noted that if the installation was ap-
proved, those sites would be back at
full power.

The board questioned whether the
placement of the antennas in the
proposed location will be sufficient
or whether additional antennas will
need to be placed at another location
within the borough in the near fu-
ture. As Mr. Ortega could not say
with certainty whether additional
antennas would be needed, the board
requested that the applicant provide
growth projections for their cellular
customers to determine the likeli-
hood of additional installations be-
ing required.

Anthony Suppa, the applicant’s site
engineer, testified as to changes made
to their site plan since the last meet-
ing. He noted that they would be
using five additional trees as screen-
ing, to bring the total to eleven. Mr.
Suppa advised that PSE&G has
agreed to allow AT&T to partially
bury cables underground to make
them less visible to the public. Lastly,
the proposed access driveway would
be composed of gravel instead of
grass to avoid rutting.

Planning board Vice Chairman,
John Deitch, questioned Mr. Suppa
as to why there appeared to be an
additional 10 feet of unused space in
the equipment compound, making it
larger than it needed to be. Mr. Suppa
advised that they might be able to
reduce the size of the compound, but
that PSE&G may dictate – for safety
reasons — that the compound be a
certain size to allow proper servicing
of the equipment. Mr. Deitch sug-

gested the applicant consider mak-
ing the compound smaller if pos-
sible, as that may impact whether he
votes to approve the application.

As additional radio frequency is-
sues needed to be finalized between
Mr. Ortega and Mr. Gross, the hear-
ing was adjourned until the Decem-
ber planning board meeting.

In other business, the board heard
a courtesy presentation by borough
engineer, Rick Marsden, describing
the planned construction of three
covered salt and gravel storage bins
to be located at the Fanwood Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) yard,
off North Avenue. The bins will re-
place the existing uncovered bins
and would now comply with current
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection regulations.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
COLOR GUARD CHEER… Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Color Guard
cheered on the Raiders to victory during the Thanksgiving Day football game
in Scotch Plains against the Elizabeth Minutemen.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
LET IT SNOW…On Tuesday, the area  experienced its first snowfall. The short,
blustery squall lightly covered parking lots and roof tops. Pictured above is the
Westfield train station and parking lot.
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Television
types and numbers of animals that
Associated Humane has picked up in
Scotch Plains in recent years and
also thought it would be beneficial to
review the 2003 contract, under
which Scotch Plains paid the group
$40,380 for their services.

Anne Mederer of North Avenue,
whose property is adjacent to the
DPW yard, objected to the building
of the structures in the portion of the
yard that abuts her land, stating that
the structure would be visible from
her property.

While Mr. Marsden advised that
structure would need to be built in
that section of the yard, he did agree
to recommend to the council to plant
arborvitaes or similar trees to act as
a screening to Mrs. Mederer’s prop-
erty.

The board also approved an appli-
cation for the installation of a fence
at 95 North Glenwood Road.

The Planning Board’s next regu-
larly scheduled meeting will be held
on Wednesday, December 17 at 8
p.m. at the borough hall.

Westfield Chamber
Holds Awards Dinner

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) held its 55th Anniversary
Dinner and Faith In Westfield Awards
at the Primavera Regency in Ster-
ling, Warren County last Monday.

Charlie Weidman was selected by
the WACC Board as the evening’s
Guest of Honor for his service as
Chairman of the Westfield Parking
Advisory Committee.

Mr. Weidman thanked WACC and
told the modest crowd in attendance
that he’s happy that Westfield will
now be getting two decks, although
three would be better. He also indi-
cated that it is good that the decks
will be developed with the peripher-
als as well.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick en-
tertained the group as Master of Cer-
emonies with his comic routines in
promoting the “silent auction” and
assisted recently appointed Execu-
tive Director of the WACC, Allison
O’Hara with the presentations.

Westfield Town Councilman David
Haas represented the mayor in the proc-
lamations accompanying the awards.

In a very popular moment, Mary

Hartmann was presented with the
Employee of the Year award for her
work at Robert Treat Delicatessen
since 1982. Her son, John, and the
Kasich family, owners of the busi-
ness, joined in the warm recognition
of Mrs. Hartmann.

Weldon Materials, a fifth genera-
tion business in Westfield since 1898,
was presented with the Business of
the Year award. Weldon is a leading
supplier of building materials to the
New Jersey construction industry.

President Bill Weldon said he re-
membered when the company’s of-
fices were above the Rialto Theatre
and that he’s looking forward to the
expansion of his Central Avenue of-
fice. He said that Westfield will al-
ways be part of the Weldon Com-
pany.

Outgoing Chairperson of the
WACC Executive Board Diane
Barabas praised the Westfield Ser-
vice League in presenting them with
the Community Service Award.

Incoming Chairperson of the
WACC for next year, Richard
Fromkin of Westfield Interiors, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he was pleased with the turnout
and is looking forward to next year.

New Issue of Exit 13 Poetry
Magazine: Hot Off Presses

FANWOOD – The new issue of
Exit 13 Magazine, an annual inde-
pendent journal of contemporary
poetry, is now available from
Fanwood resident, editor and pub-
lisher Tom Plante.

The 11th issue includes the work
of 39 poets, including nine New Jer-
sey writers. Local contributors to the
new issue include Adele Kenny of
Fanwood, who writes about her child-
hood in East Rahway; Union County
College teacher and Cranford resi-
dent John McDermott; Deborah
LaVeglia, a Cranford resident who

co-directs the PoetsWednesday se-
ries in Woodbridge, and David
Alpaugh, a Plainfield native who re-
turns to Exit 13 from California with
sentiments about a special car and
“the open road.”

Mr. Plante, who is also a contribut-
ing writer, addresses subjects from
the Blue Star Shopping Center in
Watchung to the Wright Brothers at
Kitty Hawk, N.C.

Copies are available for $7 from Exit
13 Publications, P.O. Box 423, Fanwood,
07023 or in the periodicals section of
the Fanwood Memorial Library.

State of WF District’s
Special Ed. Program
Heard by School Bd.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield As-
sistant Superintendent for Student
Services Dr. Ted Kozlik reported
to the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on the state of the school
district’s Special Education pro-
gram at its meeting on Tuesday.

Dr. Kozlik reported that between
14 and 16 percent of all students in
the school district are involved with
the district’s special education pro-
grams. In federally mandated tests,
the district’s students with disabili-
ties exceeded federal benchmarks
as outlined in the No Child Left
Behind Act.

Assistant Superintendent of Hu-
man Resources Margaret Dolan
cautioned that while the district’s
scores were acceptable this year,
they will have to improve in subse-
quent years to stay above the re-
quired scores.

In response to the need to bolster
scores, Dr. Kozlik presented the
board with an overview of the
district’s special education pro-
grams in order to give the board
facts from which they can deter-
mine ways to improve the
program’s performance.

Dr. Kozlik’s presentation con-
sisted of an extensive breakdown
of the enrollment numbers of the
special education program, as well
as descriptions of the various meth-
odologies applied to the assistance
of students with disabilities.

Additionally, Dr. Kozlik raised
issues pertaining to the In-Class
Support system employed by some
classes in the district. The In-Class
Support program involves integrat-
ing students with disabilities into
mainstream classes with a special
education teacher or paraprofes-
sional assigned to help them.

This approach has drawn criti-
cism from parents of both main-
stream and special education stu-
dents.

One of the issues addressed at
the meeting dealt with Grade Point
Average equity. In the current sys-
tem, students with disabilities are
held to a different standard than
mainstream students, yet both
groups receive the same Quality
Points toward determining GPA.

Schools Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley ad-
dressed the issue, saying, “There is
a different standard, yet we are
awarding the same grades and the
same quality points…As a parent,
I think you’d want to keep your
child in mainstream classes and I
think we may be holding onto that
for too long.”

Dr. Kozlik also mentioned the
different structures of the Special
Education at Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools. The program
at Roosevelt is based in resource
rooms where students with dis-
abilities can learn in an environ-
ment more conducive to their indi-
vidual abilities, while Edison’s
program revolves around In-Class

Support.
The meeting was attended by a

number of parents of students with
disabilities. A number of the par-
ents voiced their concerns to the
board while complimenting the
district’s special education program
and staff.

Mary Ann Gingrich, a represen-
tative of the Westfield Parent-
Teacher Council’s Special Educa-
tion Committee, also briefly ad-
dressed the board, suggesting that
board members observe resource
rooms during school hours to get a
feel for how teaching and learning
are accomplished there.

Ms. Gingrich also said that par-
ents of students with disabilities
should “become their child’s ad-
vocate” in seeing that their child is
put on the track most suitable to his
or her needs.

She noted that the next meeting
of the committee will take place on
Wednesday, December 10.

Board of Education President
and Liaison to the Westfield Town
Council, Arlene Gardner, con-
firmed that the township has agreed
in principle to reimburse the school
district for funds it would lose in
the township’s redevelopment pro-
gram.

Ms. Gardner was optimistic
about further collaboration with
the council, saying, “This is the
best relationship the board of edu-
cation and the town council have
had.”

She also spoke to the town coun-
cil about the school board’s newly
drafted parking policy.

The board received the results of
its yearly audit, which found that
all of the district’s financial mat-
ters are in order. The audit, com-
piled by Robert S. Morrison, Cer-
tified Public School Accountant,
came with recommendations that
“a record of general fixed assets be
maintained in accordance with
generally accepted accounting
principles” and “that all unex-
pended special revenue programs
funds be identified and refunded to
grantors at the close of the grant
periods.”

Interested parties may inspect
the Comprehensive Annual Report,
which is held on file at the office of
Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman at the
Administration Building on Elm
Street.

A number of policies were ap-
proved for final reading, turning them
into official district doctrine. These
include policies on reporting acci-
dents, hate crimes and bias incidents
in schools, and missing children.

Additionally, board member Ri-
chard Solomon, head of the Policy
Committee, offered 12 new poli-
cies for the board to approve for
first reading. Eleven of these poli-
cies were approved for first read-
ing, while the 12th, a policy on
weapons, was tabled until the next
meeting in order to spend time
clarifying its language.


