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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Resident Cites Safety Problems With
HS Parking On Shackamaxon Drive

Dear, Mayor and Council this letter is
to express concerns regarding the
Westfield Board of Education’s Pupil
Parking Policy. I live on Shackamaxon,
between Westfield and Rahway, and
therefore my family’s quality of life and
safety are potentially impacted by this
proposal.

Clearly, my first concern is safety. As
you may be aware, the intersection of
Shackamaxon and Rahway has been
prone to regular and serious accidents.
Recently, the intersection was desig-
nated as “right turn only” as a means to
improve traffic safety however the posted
signage is rarely acknowledged by mo-
torists or enforced by police. I fear that
such a high percentage of inexperienced
drivers passing through this already haz-
ardous intersection will inevitably result
in a seriously injurious accident or death.
Indeed, I have lived on this street for
nearly a decade, yet I will go out of my
way to avoid this intersection because of
the traffic hazard.

Secondly, I am concerned about im-
pact to quality of life and property val-
ues. Already, on football game days
(which result in parking on our street)
we live with trash thrown about, motor-
ists walking through our yards and cars
turning in and out of our driveways. This
disregard for property will now become
a daily irritation. Moreover, with this
proposed policy will certainly come ad-
ditional and unsightly street signage.

Lastly (but absolutely not least), I feel
that my rights as a resident are being
violated. My understanding is that I will
lose the right to park outside of my own

home without a permit (as well as my
regular babysitter and other visitors who
routinely park in front of the house).
How can the WBE dramatically encroach
upon residential streets to accommodate
student parking without regard for resi-
dents’ rights? There must be other op-
tions that do not impact so many resi-
dential streets and lives; i.e. Edison In-
termediate School lot, which appears to
be underutilized. What about encourag-
ing carpooling or other incentives to
address the root cause of the problem too
many students driving to school?

The approach of the WBE toward this
“unanimous” decision is unforgivable. I
learned about this policy through a con-
cerned neighbor, as it appears that the
WBE does not believe it is important to
directly notify impacted residents of such
a significant development. (Ironically,
the town requires residents applying for
a construction variance to specifically
notify neighbors within a certain radius
regardless of impact.) In fact, the Town
of Westfield has an inherent conflict of
interest regarding this matter because
fees will be accrued to the town from the
students’ permit purchases.

Today, our sidewalks are a place for
our children to play in relative safety and
security. The WBE Pupil Parking Policy
with its resultant influx of traffic and
inexperienced drivers will erode those
attributes we so value in our neighbor-
hood!

Your appreciation of these concerns
is most appreciated.

Jennifer Hunt
Westfield

Shackamaxon Drive Resident Voices
Objections to WHS Parking Policy

I am a resident of Westfield for the
past 15 years at the corner of
Shackamaxon Drive and Rahway Av-
enue. Over this period, I have observed
a significant increase in the Rahway Ave
traffic and the number of traffic alterca-
tions at this intersection. (I tried to get
the full records of the accidents for this
intersection, but the town wanted a $75
fee to collate the information.)

This letter, however, is NOT specifi-
cally about this dangerous intersection,
it is about a related issue, my vehement
objection to the proposed Westfield High
School 5515 Pupil Parking Policy, re-
ported in The Westfield Leader on No-
vember 20.

The policy would expand the radius of
side streets available for on-street park-
ing by Westfield High School Seniors
during the school day. Two of the streets
that are targeted for this permit-only
parking are the north side of
Shackamaxon Drive, between Rahway
and Westfield, and both sides of the
street (alternate days) on Shackamaxon
Drive between Rahway and Knollwood.

If adopted, this policy would permit
all-day parking on those streets, sub-
stantially increasing the congestion of
this dangerous intersection. The policy
would also force residents or guests of
residents of this area to obtain parking
permits to park in front of their own
houses! If I lived across the street from
the school, this might seem like a rea-
sonable request, but I live more than
three blocks from the school.

The addition of cars parked along
Shackamaxon Drive will increase the
traffic and danger of this intersection; I
am convinced of that. The number of
accidents at this intersection is certainly
in the top five in the town; I have person-
ally observed more than 10 over the past
year. One of which was extremely seri-
ous, involving a Westfield Police cruiser
traveling at high speed and an out-of-
town visitor. As a token response, the
town put up a “Right Turn Only” sign on
the east side of Shackamaxon Drive, which
was designed to prevent people from
turning left or traveling straight across
Rahway Avenue. It is routinely ignored
and even the town police department was
unwilling to charge one person with go-
ing straight after an accident. The officer’s
comment to me was “It doesn’t say any-
thing about not going straight.”

The underlying theme and an assump-
tion of the Pupil Parking Policy is that
the Westfield Senior High School stu-

dents NEED to drive to school. If every
student that desires to drive is not al-
lowed, it is some sort of perverse viola-
tion of their “rights” that they can’t bring
a car to school in a town of 7.2 sq miles
where the furthest house from the school
is 2.7 miles!

So the Board of Education has come
up with a solution to their lack of plan-
ning for parking after capturing substan-
tial on-campus parking capacity by build-
ing a multi-million dollar addition: “Let’s
just let all the seniors drive who want to,
charge them $100, and petition the town
to let them park in residents’ front yards.
We won’t have to listen to their parents
complain and we won’t have to deal with
the hassles that might come from a lot-
tery system for parking.” The real prob-
lem here is that the Board of Education
hasn’t realized that parking isn’t an infi-
nite resource. If you build a commercial
establishment, you MUST provide a
state-mandated minimum number of
parking spaces. But the high school has
to take all the eligible students in the
town. But it DOESN’T have to provide
parking for all of them, unless I’m very
mistaken. The town doesn’t have an
infinite parking capacity, especially for
commuters, why should the school as-
sume that it does? We have to wait,
sometimes for up to four to five years for
a parking space. But this proposed policy
would just appropriate necessary space
for high school students’ parking, in-
stead of managing a scarce resource.

I understand, alternatives have been
proposed: It was proposed that a lot at
the rear of the Armory, off Codding Rd.
be used as alternative parking. This was
rejected by local residents as “too dis-
ruptive.” An assertion that I find insult-
ing when the proposed alternative is to
occupy town streets?!

There may be unused spaces at Edison
Intermediate School that could be used,
but the students complained that: “It’s
too far to walk.”

I understand that the Town Council
were considering this proposal in closed
session on November 25 and at the pub-
lic meetings on December 2. I urge you
to stall this proposal and to convene an
inquiry into the parking situation at
Westfield High School where it affects
the surrounding residents. This proposal,
as it is now stated, is unreasonable and
ill-conceived.

Skip and Michele Williams
Westfield

SEEMS LIKE OLD TIMES…Six retired members of the Town of Westfield’s
police and fire departments recently met at a restaurant in Toms River to talk
about “old times.” The six men represent more than 150 years of aggregate
service to the town. Pictured, from left to right, are: Deputy Chief John
Wheatley, Captain Al Vardalis, Sergeant Detective Bill Muth, Chief Tony
Scutti, Lieutenant Detective Bernie Mormelo and Fire Chief Walter Ridge.
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WEDDING DREAMS

Christmas Day Buffet
Shrimp,  Clams,  Oysters,  Chef Carved Turkey

Prime Rib, Ham, Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue   Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

$995
per child

$1995
per adult

to reserve your seat today!

(8 years old & under) (plus tax / gratuity)

Complementary

Every Sunday  9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Champagne Mimosas
(served Noon till 3:00pm)

Omelet Station, French Toast, Belgian Waffles

Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon Sausage & Ham

Danish, Muffins, Bagels, Fresh Fruit & Desserts

Assorted Cheesecakes, Greek Desserts & More!!

Open Bar: 8:30 - 2:30, Full Course Prime Rib Dinner,

Live D.J.’s In Rooms.  Includes Champagne Toast,

 Hats & Novelties

Select from our huge selection:

Carving Station • Bountiful Salad Bar • Buffet

SNUFF'YS

STEAK HOUSE
KNOWN FOR GENERATIO

NS

2455
per person

$

New Years Eve 2004

6100
per person

$
(plus tax, service & gratuities)

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.
Elected Republican Whip

TRENTON — Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. (R-21) was elected to serve
as Republican Whip in the 2004-
2005 Legislative Session by his col-
leagues on November 24.

Senator Kean has served as Re-
publican Deputy Whip since joining
the Senate in January of this year.

As Whip, Senator Kean, who was
unanimously elected to the position
by the Senate Republican caucus,
will develop policy, mobilize votes
and build a unified party position on
legislative issues.

“I am honored that my peers in the
Senate have selected me to serve as
Republican Whip. I look forward to
working with the leadership in our
caucus to fight for fiscal responsibil-
ity and ethical integrity,” he stated.

Senator Kean said he will continue

to fight for government reforms he
has sponsored, including pay-to-play
(S-2392), the practice of exchanging
campaign contributions for lucrative
state contracts, and banning legisla-
tors from holding additional elected
offices (S-2273).

The Republican Caucus is also
supporting legislation to ban accept-
ing of reimbursement for travel ex-
penses outside New Jersey for state
legislators.

The legislation, S-1756, places a
limit of $500 per trip on these types
of gifts, fees that would have to be
approved by the presiding officer
and minority leader of their House.

The Caucus also favors S-2512,
which bans hiring of legislators’ rela-
tives in legislative district offices or in
their leadership offices in Trenton.

Veteran Upset Over Lack of Coverage
For Awards Ceremony by The Leader
On November 19, at the Westfield

Armory, the state of New Jersey pre-
sented its highest award, the New Jersey
Distinguished Service Medal and the
Meritorious Service Medal, to the Vet-
erans who qualified for the award by
submitting proof that they had served in
a combat theater while on active duty
during wartime. Brigadier General Tho-
mas J. Sullivan personally made the
presentation, one at time, to those who
attended. There were 102 honorees listed
in the program and I felt honored to be
one of them.

What saddens me, however, is the
“ho-hum” attitude displayed by The
Westfield Leader, whose coverage of the
event (in the November 20 edition) in
our very own city, was relegated to page
17 of the SECOND SECTION. “The
writeup” (for want of a better word) was
all of four and a quarter inches square
and was sandwiched between “Westfield
Recreation Events” and “Scotch Plains
Recreation Events” on the left, a real
estate ad to the right and a routine picture
of three people directly above. It seems
that The Leader considered this presen-
tation to be a rather low priority event
and treated it accordingly, judging by its
meager coverage. This was not the case
with the Star Ledger, however, which
ran a large picture and interviews with
some of the veterans. In addition, WMBC
T.V. conducted on camera interviews
and ran it as part of their six o’clock

news. Apparently their perception of the
importance of the Awards Ceremony
differed greatly from The Westfield
Leader’s.

The people assembled in that room
were combat veterans of many wars and
deserved greater recognition than they
received from your newspaper. You had
a great opportunity to show your support
for those who had served, but unfortu-
nately, failed to do so.

I have been a proud resident of
Westfield for forty-four years, and ex-
cept for a year or two, have subscribed to
and continue to receive The Westfield
Leader. This is the first time, however,
that I have written a letter to the editor.

In the not too distant future, another
group of Veterans will be assembled to
receive their award. I am quite certain
that you will agree that they are worthy
of, and entitled to, first rate coverage by
the press.

Major Silveo Colletti,
Retired, 5th Air Force, 22nd Bomb

Group, WW II,
Westfield

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

NEW FRIENDS...The girls of Brownie Girl Scout Troop 99, second-graders
from Westfield’s Wilson elementary school, made sandwiches and brownies
and then provided the lunch to volunteers installing sheetrock at a Habitat for
Humanity homesite in Elizabeth on November 15. The girls made macramé
friendship bracelets with the daughter of the soon-to-be homeowner, eight-
year-old Brianna, and her cousins Jessica and Cynthia. The girls shared crafts,
stories, and childhood nicknames with their new friends. Pictured, from the left,
are: Cynthia La Rossa; Brownies Caitlyn Tierney, Audrey Bangs, and Shea
Fitzpatrick; Jessica La Rossa; Brownies Rachel Holtzman and Emma Kao;
Brianna Wilkerson; and Brownies Belle Hutchins and Nora Moriarty.


