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A Frustrated Daughter Writes:
My mother, age 78, is revising her
Will, once again. She is leaving a
substantial amount of money for each
grandchild. There is one stipulation:
The money is to be used for each
grandchild’s college education.

We are all very appreciative. The
one big problem is that my son, age
17, a senior, has neither the desire
nor the intention to go to college. He
loves to work with his hands and
intends to work part time and go to
vocational school, part time, for heat-
ing and air conditioning, or a related
vocation.

My mother, who is very rigid and
opinionated, feels this is wasteful
and accuses my son of being unmo-
tivated because he won’t go to col-
lege. In plain English, she is a snob.
My son is just as good as everyone
else, and I don’t want him to get hurt.
She has already insulted him. Any
suggestions on how to change my
mother’s feelings?

Answer: I’m not sure that you can
change her “insulting” your son or
finding fault with him because he is
not going to college now (he may
change his mind in the future). His
value should not be based on whether
he goes to college. He has a right to
choose his profession/vocation and
should be encouraged to follow
through on this.

You could try to have a meeting
with a trusted relative, friend or pas-
tor to try to convince your mother to
be more tolerant and understanding.
You could encourage her to leave
your son’s inheritance to you, to use
your discretion on how to provide
the money for any kind of meaning-
ful education and/or life’s necessi-
ties.

Your mother has a right to decide
what she wants to do with her money.
It is unfortunate that she sets the
standards and focuses on college as
the only vehicle by which one can be
educated and earn a living. Again,
try to be your son’s advocate, and try
to minimize her insulting attitude
towards your son.

A Youth Leader Writes: I’m run-
ning a seminar for young adults at
my local church on the mass media,
which frequently focuses on violence
and sex. I’m presenting films, TV
shows and books which are uplifting
and present a feeling of hope. Could
you offer me 10 songs that I could
use in my presentation? I find that
young people respond to media mes-
sages.

Answer: People of all ages re-
spond to the media, which influence
us. It’s a shortcut to imprint mes-
sages in our minds. Here are 10 songs
which are fun and speak of life in a
joyful and positive manner:

1. “That’s Life” — Frank Sinatra.
2. “What a Wonderful World” —

Louis Armstrong.
3. “Que Sera, Sera” — Doris Day.
4. “My Prayer” — The Platters.
5. “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” —

Bobby McFerrin.
6. “The Greatest Love” — Whitney

Houston.
7. “We Are The World” — Michael

Jackson and Friends.
8. “I Will Survive” — Gloria

Gaynor.
9. “We Are The Champions” –

Queen.
10. “Wind Beneath My Wings” —

Bette Midler.
Good luck in your presentation.  If

it works well, you can credit my
name.  If not, that’s life!

A Wife Writes:  When I married
my husband seven years ago, he told
me that he had been in a relationship
years before and that he had a five-
year-old son.  We’ve had no contact
with the boy nor his mother.

Several weeks ago, we were in-
formed that the boy’s mother died
and that the grandmother, too ill to
take care of her grandson, is request-
ing that he come live with us.  We are
told he is a sweet child with no
behavioral problems.

My husband very much wants to
have the son become part of the
family; I have mixed feelings.  We
have a three-year-old son who needs
a lot of care and attention.  All of our
friends advise against having “John”
(disguised name) join us.  Please
advise.

Answer: I have no quick answer at
hand.  The first area to focus on is to
clarify both your feelings and your
husband’s.  What overall impact will
John have on the family?  What are
your husband’s feelings for John? 
Does he want him because he feels
guilty, or does he genuinely care for
him?

You have a three-year-old; will
John be a burden or an asset to the
child?  Do you have physical as well
as emotional room for the boy?  Will
he be a financial burden?  Will you
have to deal with his emotions re-
garding his mother’s death?

You may not be able to wait too long
before making a decision, but I would
make no decision until you have had an
opportunity to talk to a professional
therapist and obtain legal counsel.  I
pray you are able to resolve this in a
way that enables all of you to be
content and sensitive to each other’s
needs.

Resident Upset Over Bd. of Education
Parking Regulations Around WHS

Editor’s note: This letter was origi-
nally sent to the mayor and council.

*  *  *  *  *

First, let me apologize in advance for
the tone of this e-mail. My anger is
directed not towards you, but rather to-
wards Superintendent Foley and the
members of the Board of Education.

After reading the article in last week’s
Westfield Leader concerning the “solu-
tion” proposed by the board to it’s per-
ceived student parking problem, I am
outraged that they propose that I, and my
neighbors, must participate in rescuing
the board from its own failure to solve a
people problem: the complaints of high
school area residents arising from stu-
dent parking by their homes.

I strongly suggest that the Town Coun-
cil advise the board that you do not
believe it your responsibility to assist
them in maintaining good board rela-
tions with its neighbors, and that you
already have in place the ability to con-
trol objectionable student behavior, i.e.
enforcement of existing loitering and
littering laws.

Additionally, when I first moved to
Shackamaxon Drive in 1983, after hav-
ing lived on the north side and being
familiar with the town, I knew that I
would be exposed to overflow parking
from the high school, Edison Junior High,
and the playing fields. Similarly, anyone
living in close proximity to a school with
a high percentage of driving age stu-
dents should expect to be exposed to
parking issues. Public streets are meant
to be for the public, which last I heard
includes students.

If there is an overflow of street park-
ing because so many additional students
are driving to school, and they park in
front of my house, then so be it. That’s
life. No one said I would be guaranteed

a parking spot in front of my house when
I purchased it. But to restrict street park-
ing by the high school and artificially
extend parking further away from the
school, and into neighborhoods highly
populated with pre-school children, is
ludicrous.

Note, too, that this approach will push
traffic flow (both cars and student pe-
destrians) along the Rahway Avenue
“S” curve and blind spot by
Shackamaxon Drive, arguably one of
the most dangerous intersections in town.
Is that a reasonable alternative?

And further, I find it highly offensive
that the board suggests I should be re-
quired to purchase a permit to be al-
lowed to park on a public street across
from my own house, while being pre-
cluded from parking directly in front of
it!

The Town Council may help bail out
the Board of Education by placating a
few loudly complaining high school
neighbors if it approves the proposed
parking regulations, but will also gain
for itself an even wider, and just as loud,
group of new complainants. Guaran-
teed!

All this is being done because, I be-
lieve, the Board of Education did not
have the guts to say to its neighbors,
“Sorry, but we are not our students’
keepers.” I strongly urge the Town Coun-
cil to have the guts to say what the board
would not. Further, it is not the business
of the board to regulate what is done off
school property by students when not at
school related activities. The voters of
Westfield did not elect a school board to
decide ordinance enforcement or traffic
control matters, they elected you.

I trust you will all consider carefully
whether an alleged people problem (stu-
dent behavior) needs such a draconian
solution, one that will aggravate already
existing safety issues, and by its signage
visually pollute our neighborhoods even
when school is not in session.

Thanks in advance for the thoughtful
consideration I expect you will take on
these issues.

Art Cooke
Westfield

Westfield Resident Supports Turf
Field Proposal at Conservation Center

Can Town Manage
Large Projects?

To: Our Town Officials, there is an
axiom in business that goes, “If you
can’t manage the small stuff, you most
certainly can’t manage the big stuff.”

How can the residents of Westfield
have confidence in the Town
Administration’s ability to manage a
$53 million parking deck project, when
it can’t professionally manage a
$250,000 speed bump project? Hello?

I also found the last quote in The
Record Press article attributed to “Town
Officials” to be interesting, “this time
proceeding only after achieving consen-
sus with residents.”

Why don’t you apply a bit of that logic
to the parking deck project?

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

There has been talk about building
an Astroturf where the Conservation
Center is now, near Tamaques Park.
The turf will have lights so night games
can be played there, as well as daytime

games. I think this is a wonderful idea
and a great addition to our town.

Throughout my schooling years, I
have played soccer and softball. I will
have to admit that the fields that I have
played soccer on in Westfield aren’t
the greatest things in the world. The
field is uneven, the grass needs to be
cut, there are huge holes that fill up
with water when it rains, and there are
no lights. Astroturf is the perfect solu-
tion to this. The field is turf, so there
are no holes that fill up with rain; the
field never needs to be cut, and this
will be the first lighted field that we
have in Westfield. Astroturf is much
easier to maintain than regular grass
fields. The fields will be versatile; the
community can play soccer, lacrosse,
field hockey, and even softball or base-
ball on it.

Not only will this field be useful for
the community, but it will benefit the
high school as well. When teams are
running out of places to practice, or
need to move a practice to later in the
day, they can utilize this facility. Also,
when the teams want to play a night
game, they can use this field.

I remember when my soccer team
would travel to other towns and they
had turf fields. I always got so excited
to play on it, and especially under the
lights. When you play under the lights
you just feel so much more important,
and its just an exhilarating feeling.
There may be controversy of taking
the Conservation Center away, but I
think that a lot of people will benefit
and enjoy this new facility and the
Conservation Center can be moved to
some place else in town.

Sara Bobertz
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jagat – In Hinduism, animate be-

ings
2. Protist – Any one-celled plant or

animal
3. Rief – Robbery
4. Curmudgeon – A miser; cantanker-

ous fellow

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RIDENT
1. Pungent; foul smelling
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. Laughing, smiling, or grinning
4. Very angry; irate

ANACLASIS
1. Deviation of the spine laterally
2. A suppression of the flow of blood

in an organ or tissue
3. Bending backwards
4. A sharp pain in the buttocks

PANTOFLE
1. The charred wick of a candle
2. A slipper
3. A daydream
4. A loud clanging noise

CHAMADE
1. Very small amount; a pinch
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
4. In military usage, a signal for re-

treat or ceasefire

Business Owner Praises Fellow Merchant
For Thanksgiving Holiday Generosity

As with many of my fellow retail-
ers, as the holiday season approaches,
I find myself in a whirlwind of activ-
ity, juggling both professional and
personal schedules. Over the next sev-
eral weeks, a 16 hour day becomes the
norm. Days-of-leisure are so few and
far between that one is not readily
recognizable to family members (the
dog included). Amidst the blur of ac-
tivity, the stress and tension, I some-
times find myself looking forward to
the end of this season, rather than
appreciating the tender qualities which
lie at its roots.

That is why my spirits were raised
this week by Joe Mortarulo and his
staff at Elm Street Café. Joe and his
staff donated time and talent that could
have been well spent with family to
provide a Thanksgiving Day dinner to

those in need. I am touched by their
kindness and generosity, and I am
proud to have such a magnanimous
representative of my profession.

Because of people like Joe and his
staff, the United States continues to
be the most charitable nation on Earth.

I am reminded once again of the
true spirit of this time of year, that
gratitude is demonstrated most when
we give to those who have the least.

To all those who give of them-
selves, to Joe and to his staff, Happy
holidays to you all.

Timothy Boyle
Northside Trattoria, Westfield

Reader Impressed
By  Contractor’s

Tree Conservation
Last week, my husband and I read the

article about the Villane Brothers in the
paper, and we felt it was necessary to
respond. We purchased a new home
from the Villanes in July of 1999 on
Clarence Street. Our impression of them
was very favorable regarding their con-
servation of trees on our property.

We had three trees, and they were
able to save one large oak tree in our
backyard. Unfortunately, the two oak
trees in the front were structurally un-
sound, so they were removed. The
Villanes consulted with a tree specialist
regarding the viability of all the trees. In
addition, they followed this procedure
for all the properties that they built on
Clarence Street.

We cannot imagine that they have
behaved any differently going forward,
and we felt it was necessary to counter
the negative tone of the article regarding
the Villanes.

Siobhan and John Hogge
Westfield

Should Scotch Plains Have A SID
And What Might This Mean?

As Scotch Plains moves further along with discus-
sions of forming a Special Improvement District
(SID), it concerns us that more business and prop-
erty owners in the downtown are not stepping for-
ward to be involved in the process. If businesses and
property owners believe that ignoring matters will
assure status quo or at least keep them from being
affected, don’t believe it. A SID could happen over-
night, could have a major impact on those involved
and will surely change things – good for some and
maybe not so good for others.

With a SID, there will be winners and losers –
hopefully more winners. Now is the time to pay
attention and help mold the course.

The SID, if formed, will be funded by assessing an
additional tax on the downtown properties, which
Scotch Plains is discussing reaching as far as parts of
Route 22. How the map is drawn is very important.

The Westfield SID has a tax levy of $4.06 per $100
of assessed value, which gives it a total budget of
$370,600. There are 224 properties in the Westfield
district, which includes several tax-exempt proper-
ties, with a total assessment of $105 million. When
the Westfield SID first started in 1997, the budget was
about $187,000. It has doubled in five years. Also, the
Westfield SID indirectly controls and influences hun-
dreds of thousands of other dollars in the business
district, and it soon may have its way with millions of
dollars in expenditures for parking decks.

The consultant for Scotch Plains, in discussing
SIDs about the state, said that all that were formed
are still in existence – inferring that this is a good
testimonial. But, it might be comparable to saying
that once government has established a tax that all
these taxes are still in existence – inferring that this

is a good thing?
Much of the SID tax in Westfield is passed on from

the landowners to their tenants, whether they are
retail or apartment dwellers, through higher rents.
Most leases have a provision called “triple net” –
which means, among other things, that tax increases
get automatically passed on to the tenant.

So, existing businesses in Scotch Plains need to
know that if their taxes rise to pay for the SID, they
must benefit by increased profits – or they will be
squeezed out due to higher costs.

Property owners need to be involved, too. It does
no good having an existing tenant squeezed out of
business unless a new, more able tenant is lined up in
the wings. If tenants fall by the wayside without new
ones, property values plummet. But, if higher rents
prove to be viable with new tenants, property values
can soar. Then, existing property owners can sell and
cash in if they choose to.

Thus, the business owners need to get involved and
make their voices heard on this issue. The landlords
should listen to the tenants they already have.

One of the unique things about downtown Scotch
Plains is that it has a very “mom and pop” feel to it,
and we’d hate to see that fall by the wayside with
large chains and a mall type atmosphere. But, we’re
not sure that can happen due to the closeness of such
competition on Route 22. And Westfield seems to
have the restaurant business and the other mall stores
pretty well established. Could Scotch Plains com-
pete with that?

Scotch Plains needs to think about where its
market niche might lie before plunging head on into
a SID. True, too, Scotch Plains seems in need of
invigoration – maybe that which a SID can bring.

WF Homeowner
Is Heartened To See

Support For Contractor
I was heartened to see the number of

letters in last week’s Westfield Leader
from readers speaking up for Villane
Construction Corporation after it was
extensively and negatively mentioned in
the previous week’s Tree Preservation
Commission articles.

I also purchased a Villane built home
in Westfield. My backyard is designed
around a lovely Twin Oak, with a retain-
ing wall dividing the yard in half purely
to protect the Oak. When I purchased the
house, Don Villane discussed with me
the precautions taken during the house
construction to preserve and protect the
Oak, and encouraged me to have a tree
specialist fertilize and help maintain the
Oak. Later, after I had obtained advice
from a tree specialist, Don Villane con-
structed an additional retaining wall
around the Oak which further protects
the roots.

Don Villane’s actions and attitude
towards the preservation of the Oak on
my property are, I believe, typical of his
concern for our environment in Westfield
– and I hope that Don’s offer in last
week’s paper to work with the Tree
Preservation Commission is accepted in
the constructive spirit in which the offer
was made.

Denis Hill
Westfield

Westfielder Disagrees With Pen & Ink
Editorial on Christmas Tree Shop

In response to your very negative Pen
& Ink: article of November 20, 2003
regarding the Christmas Tree Shop in
Spring Valley, NY (not Nanuet, NY),
perhaps Ms. LePoidevin should stay in
New Jersey and not exhibit her lack of
patience with residents of neighboring
states. Your article was an embarrass-
ment to Westfield where we have wel-
comed so many New Yorkers to reside
and where Westfield residents have ob-
tained much of their wealth! (A repre-
sentative informed me they have already
located a New Jersey warehouse and
will be opening here in the future.)

We, too, have visited several Christ-
mas Tree Shops throughout New En-
gland at a leisurely pace, but it was not
holiday time. Prior to your article, our
visit was scheduled for Sunday, Novem-
ber 23. Four of us arrived early at 9:45
a.m. Travel time is one hour from
Westfield; we shopped for one hour, and
then it took one hour to check out! Yes,
they could have had wrappers at the
checkout, but then they would have to
charge more, and everyone enjoys the
very low prices there.

I was able to chat with several of their
custumers and assistants while shopping
and waiting. Everyone was most pleas-
ant and happy to share information about
other great buys on different seasonal

products. It was a lovely day, and we
were fortunate to enjoy each other’s
company. The Nanuet Diner provided
an extensive menu in a large establish-
ment and all four of us were satisfied
with very large portions.

Yes, it is “A Wonderful Life” and a
few Westfield Leader writers should
adopt a positive attitude – anyone can
find something to criticize.

Pege Apruzzi
Westfield
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