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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zooming down North Avenue, I
was blasting “If You Say My Eyes
Are Beautiful” from “Whitney
Houston – The Greatest
Hits,” wondering if I
should make an ap-
pointment to get
myself surgi-
cally unstuck
from the 80s,
when it occurs
to me that, unbe-
knownst to them, the singers
Jermaine Jackson and Houston
have taken a plunge in their ca-

reers since the days of legwarmers,
shoulder pads, jelly bracelets and
acid washed jeans.

To those readers
who remember
these trends and
lived through
this era, you
might feel a
lot like I do
these days.
Hiding your head under a paper
bag is a good idea. Just the other
day, I was looking around my
bedroom, and focused on a spot
where I used to join my grade
school pals, Missy, Vicki and
Gayle in karaoke-like rounds of
Madonna’s “Like A Virgin” and
“Borderline,” Jackson’s “Billie
Jean” and “Girls Just Wanna Have
Fun” by Cyndi Lauper. Not only
does this make me feel so old that
alpha hydroxy and Botox treat-
ments might be needed, but, I am
ashamed of the stars I once emu-
lated. How could I have known? I
was just an awkward teenager look-
ing for an outlet from the rigors of
Catholic school.

Ironically, “She’s So Unusual”
was not only the title of Lauper’s
breakout album, but the reputa-
tion the multi-colored, helium-
voiced singer acquired … and,
many decades later, she is the
most normal of the crew she hung
out with on the Billboard charts.

Continued on Page 17

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN SOME OF

THE BIGGEST ICONS FROM THE 80S

INSIST ON FALLING TO PIECES?

TREE DECORATING COMPETITION HEATS UP HOLIDAY SEASON
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood dedicated its November
meeting to the creation of Christ-
mas tree ornaments, during which
pinecones and small grapevine
wreaths, bows, ribbon and minia-
ture gold Christmas balls were
highlighted topics of conversation.

The ornaments will be displayed
on the organization’s Christmas tree,
one of many 5-foot Balsams that
will line Martine and South Av-
enues during the holiday season.

This is the second year the Bor-
ough of Fanwood has invited lo-
cal agencies and organizations to
decorate specially designated
Christmas trees, which will be-
come contestants in a tree deco-
rating contest.

The adorned trees will be judged
this Sunday, December 7, during
the Fanwood Community’s Holi-
day Celebration being held at the
Fanwood Train Station from 2 to 5
p.m.

Each agency selects its own theme
around which to decorate its tree.
This year, the Historical Society’s
theme is “handmade ornaments.”

“This is how it was done in the old
days. Families gathered together to
make their ornaments for the Christ-
mas tree,” commented Historical So-
ciety President Richard Bousquet, as
he glanced at attendees busy at work.

Bousquet and his wife, Suzanne
Bousquet, are the authors of “Scotch

Plains and Fanwood,” a historical ret-
rospective of the twin municipalities.

“People made do with what they
had,” agreed Connie Klock, the orga-
nizations vice president and program
director. “They turned to nature for
their decorations, so what we are do-
ing here tonight is truly historic.” Continued on Page 17

Members also made
a few extra decorations
to add to those that will
adorn the Christmas
tree outside the
Fanwood Train Station.
As an extra treat for
fine-feathered friends,
a few ornaments were
coated in peanut butter
and dipped in birdseed.

All supplies used to
create the Christmas
Tree ornaments were
donated by the Histori-
cal Society.

In addition to provid-
ing historical programs
of interest to the general
community, the Histori-
cal Society oversees the
Osborn-Cannonball
House Museum, its 250-
year-old headquarters.
The house is so named
because it is believed to
have been struck by a
cannonball during a
battle between the
Redcoats and the Patri-
ots during the Revolu-
tionary War.

The museum, which
is located at 1840 East

Front Street, will celebrate “A Colo-
nial Christmas” at its Holiday Open
House, also on December 7, from 2
to 4 p.m.

“The museum is our gift to the
community, so that everyone can
remember the past,” commented

Roger Briscoe
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By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –Dr. Roger
Briscoe has been Music Director
of the Central Jersey Symphony
Orchestra (CJSO) and Master Cho-
rale for 19 years, and Professor
of Music at Raritan Valley
Community College (RVCC)
for 20 years.

Two weeks ago, he spoke
with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times at his
home in Scotch Plains
about his background.

Briscoe grew up in and
around Spokane, Wash.,
where he had already gone
through two or three instruc-
tion books on his own
before his first piano
lesson at age 9. He
sang in his father’s church choir, and he
assumed conducting duties while still
in high school.

He played baritone and French
horn in the marching and concert
bands, sang in the men’s glee club
and mixed chorus, accompanied the
men’s and women’s glee clubs, and
played piano in his own dance band.
During the summer, he had performed
in the all-city chorus and band.

When Washington State Univer-
sity in Pullman, Wash. recruited him
for their music program, the reper-
toire being taught in music history
classes was new to most of the stu-
dents, but it was familiar to Briscoe
from the many Spokane Symphony
concerts he had heard throughout his
teenage years.

During his college career,
he sang in the choir, played
French horn in the band
and orchestra, and held

dance jobs with his band.
He received ROTC

training, and after
completion of

his degree in
1961, he de-

parted for
o ff i ce r s ’
basic train-
ing for the
S i g n a l

Corps at Fort
Monmouth.

Briscoe ab-
sorbed much of

the culture while
in the Metropolitan
area. He attended
New York Philhar-

monic concerts while Leonard
Bernstein was still music director.

Admitting that he “fell in love with
the place,” Briscoe told himself,
“Someday I’m going to live here.”

He spent 2½ years at Fort Reilly,
Kan. with intermittent stays at bases
in Ohio and Georgia. When his battal-
ion commander was assigned to
Fontainebleu, France, Briscoe ex-
tended his reserve commitment for
the opportunity to work for him in
Europe. An added incentive was that
Nadia Boulanger held master classes
at Fontainebleu.

Briscoe jumped at the chance to
study with the most renowned music
teacher of the 20th century. He also
conducted the chapel choir while
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RRRRReputable Deputable Deputable Deputable Deputable Drrrrream eam eam eam eam WWWWWeaveaveaveaveavers Eers Eers Eers Eers Exhibitxhibitxhibitxhibitxhibit
‘Contemporar‘Contemporar‘Contemporar‘Contemporar‘Contemporary y y y y TTTTTapestrapestrapestrapestrapestryyyyy’ at NJCV’ at NJCV’ at NJCV’ at NJCV’ at NJCVAAAAA

S’S’S’S’S’MORESMORESMORESMORESMORES, S, S, S, S, SUSHIUSHIUSHIUSHIUSHI M M M M MAKERSAKERSAKERSAKERSAKERS,,,,,
BBBBBRARARARARATZTZTZTZTZ     TTTTTOPOPOPOPOP     WWWWWISHISHISHISHISH L L L L LISTISTISTISTISTSSSSS

Continued on Page 17

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — Lovers of art in all its
diversity will enjoy a glimpse of a
unique art form in “Contemporary
Tapestry,” an exhibit at The New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts

(NJCVA) in Summit, which will be
open until Sunday, January 4, 2004.

Archie Brennan and Susan Martin
Maffei, two artists who have elevated
the millennia from the old technique
of weaving to modern-day heights
through form and technique, will be

spotlighted. Both artists bring to the
craft wide-sweeping experiences that
cannot help but influence their work.

Several of Brennan’s tapestries ra-
diate classicism. His “Poinsettia at a
Window XII” from a series by the
same name, calls to mind Greek shape
and structure while “Seated Nude” is
a contradiction of sexes. For example,
the face on the tapestry evokes male-
ness, yet the body suggests female-
ness and the chiseled face implies a
Greek god with breasts.

Brennan is a Scottish master weaver,
who currently lives in New York. He
is frequently credited with the mod-
ern revival of tapestry, and he is known
the world-over for his influence in
tapestry and weaving. He is a gradu-
ate of the Edinburgh College of Art in
Scotland, where he administrates its
Department of Tapestry.

The founder of the Victorian Tap-
estry Workshop in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, Brennan was appointed “Of-
ficer of the British Empire” for his
contribution to the arts by Queen
Elizabeth II in 1981.

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Susan Martin Maffei, “Traffic New York”

All I want for Christmas is my
Hoffritz S’mores Maker, a razor
scooter, the new Clay Aiken CD
and a Burberry
clutch purse (which
I think I might actu-
ally get).

Is that too much to
ask? Not if you are
savvy enough to
know the hottest gifts
on the market this
year.

Although most of
my shopping has
been completed by
the friendly folks at
Ebay, there are pre-
sents that just can’t wait for a lucky
bid or holding your breath
for the FedEx guy to arrive.
So, here are some of the top
gifts worth recommending
for the brave armed and
ready to battle the depart-
ment stores and parking lots.

As evidenced by the red
carpet fashions, chandelier
earrings are popular. For
beauty mavens, gift certifi-
cates and pampering pack-
ages from a favorite salon
and spa are failsafe options.

Children will be looking under
the tree for Bratz dolls, and plush
dolls and accessories from Finding
Nemo and The Cat in the Hat, as

Hear thSong’ s
Knit Kit

Hoffritz S’mores Maker

well as razor scooters and the Easy
Bake Real Meal Oven. Just be sure
the youngsters don’t believe they
can conquer the real stove because
they’ve whipped up delicacies with

Hasbro’s ver-
sion.

HearthSong,
which supplies
parents with
imaginative and
creative prod-
ucts for gift giv-
ing, offers a
w e b s i t e
chockfull of
unique, reason-
ably priced
items. The
H a n d p a i n t e d

Wooden Nativity Set/Puzzle
($39.95) will keep chil-
dren ages 3 and up occu-
pied and inspired, while
the Deluxe Electric Ice
Shaver ($59.95) creates
endless savory treats. The
Nature Kaleidoscope Kit
($10.95), Learn to Knit
Kits ($19.95 to $34.95)
and Brick-By-Brick Con-
struction Sets are also
ideal ways to stir the
imagination and teach

new creative skills.
Learn to Knit Kits ($19.95 to

$34.95) and Brick-By-Brick Con-
struction Sets are also ideal ways to
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Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRAFTY WORKER BEES…Christmas tree ornaments
were on the top of the agenda during the November 25
meeting of the Scotch Plains Historical Society, as
crafters busily assembled decorations from natural
materials … some even braved the messy glue gun.

Photo Courtesy of Charles A. Le Poidevin
LET CHRISTMAS BEGIN...The arrival of Santa Claus at the Macy’s 77th
Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade ushered in another spirited Christmas season.
Onlookers posted at 38th Street and Broadway, the location pictured above, also
enjoyed visits from “American Idols” Clay Aiken, Ruben Studdard, actress
Christine Baranski, singer Hillary Duff, the band “Simple Plan,” and Miss U.S.A.
The weather held up beautifully and, forgoing the traditional turkey, dinner at
Sal Anthony’s in Little Italy was enjoyed.

  

   
 

   


