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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Meanwhile, Madonna struggled to
become a movie star, while experi-
menting with almost everyone in
her path, Whitney’s went from the
modest mom-hugging young lady
to a woman whose recent behavior
has been completely inexplicable,
and Jackson…well, we all know
what he has been up to.

In return for our vinyl record-
buying dollars, Missy, Vicki and
Gayle joined me in watching our
idols defend themselves from some
of the most unthinkable side effects
of stardom. They told us, the fans,
that though they loved us for our
support, it was no ones business
what they did. The message? Buy
our stuff, but butt out of our lives.

Failed movies, records and pub-
lic displays of idiocy have chipped
away slowly at the golden shells
we have constructed around these
icons and yet, somehow, they try to
reprise their fame by latching on
or, in some cases leeching onto, up
and coming stars. Madonna
couldn’t stick her tongue far enough
down Britney Spears’ throat to get
her name back in the headlines
because her CDs are collecting dust
on the shelves. Her acting career is
in the doghouse, and despite count-
less voice lessons, she sounds the
same as when she sang “Lucky
Star” in the 80s. Jackson’s cou-
pling with Lisa Marie Presley –
also known as the publicity stunt of
the century – gave us the collective
heebie jeebies. Whitney’s denial of
a drug problem during an inter-
view with Diane Sawyer shone a
harsher light on how strung-out
and sunk this diva has become
since her marriage to Bobby Brown.

A side note about Whitney’s
former duet partner, Jermaine and
his recent claims that his brother,
Michael, is undergoing a “modern
day lynching” are inane. If the me-
dia and, more specifically the Santa
Barbara Police Department, are
“playing the race card,” how pa-
thetic to stoop to such a claim. As
one of my coworkers so eloquently
put it when we were discussing
Jackson’s recent arrest, “How can
he say they’re playing the race card?
He’s (Michael Jackson) whiter than
I am.” All kidding aside, these
charges – true or false – have been
applied to individuals of every race,
creed and gender, so being an Afri-
can-American supposedly suffer-
ing from Vitiligo with a Playdoh
nose and an affinity for children has
nothing to do with the race card.
Build a bridge and get over it.

I was thinking about it all this
morning before coming into work,
how it would be unfair to assert that
these fallen icons have been a disap-
pointment to me. To bear any expec-
tations that these folks would be
paragons of morality and artistic
ingenuity would be unfair. They
are, after all flawed human beings
just like you and me. But, it would
be fairer to say that they have disap-
pointed themselves and the saddest
part of all, cast a somewhat somber
cloud over an era known for its
creative éclat.

At least legwarmers are making
a comeback.
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WESTFIELD – The Choral
Art Society of New Jersey, Inc.
will host a Handel’s Messiah
Community Sing on Friday, De-
cember 12, at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

The public is welcome to at-
tend and join in the singing or
attendees may simply choose to
listen to the performance. Tick-
ets are $10 at the door.

The event is the society’s key
fundraiser. For more information,
please call (908) 654-9046.

stationed there.
Next, he transferred to Germany to

serve as liaison on a construction project
headed by his former commandant at
Fort Monmouth. His work required
traveling all over Europe, which he
considered a great benefit.

In Frankfurt, he studied conducting
with the music director of the Frankfurt
Radio Symphony, Dean Dixon, who
allowed him to sit in on rehearsals.
Briscoe also conducted the Central
Chapel Choir in Frankfurt. Later, he
was invited to conduct the Seventh
Army Chorus, but his command would
not release him.

After six years in the army, Briscoe
left to begin graduate work at presti-
gious Indiana University in
Bloomington, Ind. on a scholarship.
He studied conducting with Tibor
Kozma, completed a master’s degree
in choral conducting, and finished his
course work and exams for a doctoral
degree in music theory.

In his first job at the new Green Bay
campus of the University of Wisconsin,
he taught 35 different courses on three
campuses in three years and reorganized
the music curriculum. He then took
some time off to complete his disserta-
tion. He accepted a one-year position at
University of California at Riverside,
where he met his second wife, Linda,
who was also his accompanist.

He spent five years at Oxnard Com-
munity College and another 2½ years
at Antelope Valley College, both of
California, where he became Dean of
the Arts. By then, his wife had com-
pleted a doctoral degree in immunol-
ogy. When she was offered a job at
Merck & Co. Inc. in Rahway, they
decided to migrate eastward.

Linda is currently working on a 10-
year research grant as a professor of
immuno-genetics at Cambridge Uni-
versity in England. She commutes back
to the states every two weeks as part of
her project for work in Rahway.

The maestro spends his summers in
Cambridge and also flies over during
breaks in the school year. He will
spend a sabbatical leave next year on
the Cambridge faculty.

Briscoe established the academic
music program at RVCC, where he has
taught a variety of music courses and
has held various administrative titles
there. He also has performed as a
pianist in faculty recitals.

Maestro Briscoe has performed the
cycle of nine Beethoven symphonies
with the CJSO and Master Chorale.

In the latest concert, he conducted
the Seventh Symphony again, well on
his way to completing a second cycle.
He has performed 165 concerts with
the orchestra over the past 19 years.

Since 9/11, funding has become
more of a concern, but Briscoe hopes
that renewed fund raising efforts will
keep the orchestra and chorale in good
financial condition for years to come.

At 63, Maestro Briscoe is still rela-
tively young for a veteran conductor.
He spends little time reliving past per-
formances, as he would rather think
about the next musical challenge. One
goal he would like to achieve is to
perform Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony
one more time.

“I’m not ready to stop,” he said.
Then, putting a different slant on a
familiar aphorism, he lamented, “So
much music, so little time!”
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WESTFIELD – “Fascinatin’

Rhythm: A Celebration of Gershwin &
Porter Classics” is the theme for the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) New Year’s Eve concert. Music
Director David Wroe will join new
Westfield resident and featured soloist
Maureen Francis in the concert, which
will be held at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

Showcasing such popular musicals
as Porter’s Kiss Me Kate and Anything
Goes along with Gershwin’s Porgy and
Bess, Strike Up The Band and Funny
Face, the WSO program will include
songs from musical theatre, film and
cabaret, such as Porter’s “Begin The
Beguine,” “You’re The Top,” and “I
Hate Men” and Gershwin’s “Summer-
time,” and “The Man I Love.”

Along with Francis, featured solo-
ists will be Matthew Walley, David
Gagnon, and Marie-Adele McArthur.

Francis moved to town with her fam-
ily a few short weeks ago. A soprano,
Maestro Wroe sought her out for her
WSO debut at the New Year’s Eve
concert. She has released two Christ-
mas CD’s.

Walley is an acclaimed baritone with
national and international recognition
having performed extensively in both
the U.S. and abroad. Tenor Gagnon
boasts impressive Broadway, musical
theatre and opera credits. Soprano
McArthur has been called an “interna-
tional class talent.”

The WSO New Year’s Eve concert
will begin at 7 p.m. and will be ap-
proximately 1 and ½ hours long. Tick-
ets are $25 for adults and $12 for chil-
dren.

To purchase tickets, please call the
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WSO office at (908) 232-9400 or visit-
ing the office at 224 East Broad Street,
Suite 5, Westfield. Tickets can also be
purchased at Lancaster, Ltd. or The
Town Book Store in Westfield and Mar-
tin Jewelers in Cranford. Get Outta

The HouseHoffmann-Thomson
To Perform at Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Soprano Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson will perform
holiday music, arias from famous
operas, and Broadway melodies dur-
ing the December 8 general meeting
of the Woman’s Club of Westfield at
1 p.m. at the First Congregational
Church in Westfield,

A recent gradu-
ate of the McGill
University Opera
Department in
Montreal, she
sings with the Pa-
cific Opera Com-
pany in New York
City. She is audi-
tioning for young
artists’ programs
with opera com-
panies around the United States and
continues her music studies with
Donald Neil Roberts in New York.

Hoffmann-Thomson’s recent ac-
complishments include the “Young
Artist Encouragement Award” of the
New Jersey Section of the Metro-
politan Opera National Council Au-
ditions. In November, she took Third
Place in the Palm Beach Atlantic
National Vocal Competition in West
Palm Beach, Fla.

Accompanying Hoffmann-
Thomson on piano is her mother, Dr.
Barbara Thomson, Organist and
Musical Director of the First Con-
gregational Church. Dr. Thomson is
also Voorhees Chapel Organist at
Rutgers University and Organist/
Musical Director at Temple B’nai
Abraham in Livingston.

Guests are welcome to attend the
concert, which will follow the club’s
business meeting. The Executive
Board of the Woman’s Club led by
President Anita Smith will host a
reception at the end of the program.

Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson

Maffei, who also hails from New
York, gained an early appreciation
for the craft at her grandmother’s
knee. She later trained at the Parson’s
School of Design and the Scheuer
Tapestry Studio in New York’s Green-
wich Village.

She has worked under the direc-
tion of tapestry weaver, Jean Pierre
Larochette, and designer, Yael Lurie,
as well as at Les Gobelins in Paris.
She is also a writer, and her articles
on her craft have appeared in tapes-
try and weaving journals.

Maffei’s work is playful and ex-

udes New York “City-ness.” For ex-
ample, her “Traffic New York,” a
realistic portrayal, lights up the room
with color. The face of the model in
“Head in Blue and Orange” has a
modern flair, compared to Brennan’s
classical look in “Seated Nude.”

If ever time-honored traditional
married modern-day technique,
“Contemporary Tapestry” would be
a prime example.

Located at the NJCVA’s Fred L.
Palmer Gallery, 68 Elm Street in
Summit, exhibit hours are Monday
through Friday from noon to 4 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4
p.m. For more information, please
call NJCVA at (908) 273-9121 or
visit www.njcva.org.
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Archie Brennan, “Seated Nude”

stir the imagination and teach new cre-
ative skills.

Instead of hunching over a campfire
like a Boy or Girl Scout, families can
make their own s’mores (chocolate and
roasted marshmallow nestled in a sand-
wich of graham cracker pieces) at home
with the Hoffritz S’mores Maker ($29 to
$45)? Equally convenient for sushi cravers
is the Sushi @ Home Maki Rice Roller
($70 to $80). While these items might not
put your local sushi spot or scouts out of
business, it brings some cultural tradi-
tions closer to the home kitchen.

Back to pampering — which we will
all need once this season has ended – the
Homedics Back Therapist Luxury Back
Massager with Heat ($30 to $35) will
soothe any aching muscles and young
shoppers should treat themselves to the
Louis Vuitton clutch bag that Jessica
Simpson made famous in MTV’s “New-
lyweds.” According to Simpson, you can’t
live without it.

Finally, Cabbage Patch Dolls are mak-
ing a comeback, so if you are in the mood
for adopting one, mine is up for grabs. Of
course, I would be willing to trade for
anything in cashmere or Burberry plaid.
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FANWOOD – Lee Renner and

Marc Faust of Fanwood, husband
and wife stained glass artists, re-
cently installed a major commis-

sioned piece at the John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison.

Their multi-panel stained glass
composition hangs in the center’s
new “Place of Prayer.” The piece
runs the full length of one wall and
serves as the chief decorative ele-
ment of the recent $250,000 renova-
tion project.

Pictures of composition through-
out its completion may be viewed at
www.faustart.com.

The Renner and Faust composi-
tion consists of eight 3-foot by 5-foot
panels, each framed in cherry wood,
suspended in a horizontal row.

The center’s space will serve all
religious denominations, and while
the piece’s design suggests natural
elements such as wind, fields and
sunshine, it is completely abstract.

“The client requested artwork rep-
resenting the four seasons,” explained
Faust. “It had to be nondenomina-
tional, with no literal representation

of a landscape, trees or flowers. The
colors range from soft to rich tones
of blues, greens and gold.

Renner pointed to a quote from

Kahil Gibran’s “The Prophet” which
explains the concept for the piece:
“And what are your thoughts but the
petals which the winds of your heart
scatter upon the hills and its fields?”

Renner and Faust were also com-
missioned to create a 9/11 memorial
for the Mercantile Stock Exchange
in New York City, which included
two 6-foot tall glass panels etched
with the names and badge numbers
of 19 members of the Nynex Stock
Exchange, who perished in the col-
lapse of the World Trade Center.

Collaborating professionally for
18 years, the artists have also been
commissioned for the U.S. Embassy
in Ottawa, Canada, the NASA Space
Foundation in Houston, Tex., Caxton
Associates and the Independent Sav-
ings Bank in New York City, the
Velocita Corporation in Short Hills
and Burgdorff Realtors in Creskill.

They have also completed interior
stained and etched glass for many
large restaurants in Manhattan.

PIECES FOR PRAYER...Lee Renner and Marc Faust, a husband and wife team
of stained glass artists from Fanwood created the above commissioned piece for
JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DINING OUT…Sherry Cronin of the Downtown Westfield Corporation and
Westfield Parking Director Captain John Morgan enjoy the evening and each
others company Monday night at the Primavera Restaurant in Long Hill during
the annual Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce awards dinner.

Photo Courtesy of Charles A. Le Poidevin
KERMIE ON BROADWAY...Kermit the Frog made his way through the
Macy’s 77th Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade and had a chance to wave to
onlookers below and some keeping warm inside the skyscrapers nearby.
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Ornaments
Mary Cherrington, the home’s gar-
den curator for 30 years.

Begun in 1972 to bring awareness of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood history to the
community, The Historical Society of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood currently has
over 100 members who come from all
over Union County. Meetings are held
on the fourth Tuesday of every month at
the Fanwood Train Station.

For more information about the His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, please contact Richard
Bousquet at (908) 232-1199.

“The only requirement for member-
ship is a love of history,” he explained.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Step back in time to the year
1947, the place — your home in
front of your radio, and the event
— “The Lux Radio Theater.” It’s
a Wonderful Life - The Radio
Plays contains drama, heart-
break, comedy, 12 actors, one
musician, and an extremely over-
extended sound technician. They
prepare for the old-time radio
broadcast in this performance at
The Theater Project of Union
County College. It will take place
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, December
6, and the suggested donation is
just $5. Surely, the entire family
will enjoy the play and the price.

*  *  *  *  *
In the spirit of the season, the first

three cantatas of Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio will be performed at Cal-
vary Episcopal Church, 31 Wood-
land Avenue in Summit on Sunday,
December 7, at 4 p.m. James S. Little
will direct the Calvary Chorale. For
information on this free-will offering
performance, call (908) 277-1547.

*  *  *  *  *
Now is an exciting time of the

year to do the house-tour thing.
Take advantage of the opportunity
to see five of Summit’s elegant
homes, all decked out for the holi-
days, on Thursday, December 11,
in a self-driving tour from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Purchase tickets for the
Reeves-Reed Arboretum Holiday
House Tour at the Arboretum’s
Garden Shop 165 Hobart Avenue in
Summit. You will also get a buffet
luncheon at The Beacon Hill Club
with your $50 ticket purchase. Pre-
registration is necessary. For infor-
mation, call (908) 273-8787.

*  *  *  *  *
Also at the Arboretum in Sum-

mit, Arthur Vanderbilt II, attorney,
gardener, and author, will make an
appearance on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, from 2 to 4 p.m. The north-
ern New Jersey resident is the au-
thor of Gardening in Eden, pub-
lished this year by Simon &
Schuster. Vanderbilt will sign cop-
ies of his latest book. For more
information, call (908) 277-1190.


